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PREFACE 


It is -svith a diffidence which he does not affect, ’and which he 
will not pretend to disguise, that the author of these pages pre- 
sumes to present himself before the enlightened tribunal of a 
British public ; from the judgment of which he acknowledges much 
to fear, and little to hope. But, with such slight claims to 
bespeak their attention, when he undertakes to bring before 
them a work of such magnitude, the subject of which can, per- 
haps, be interesting only to a particular class of readers, it 
behoves him to explain the motives that may have urged him 
thus unbidden to obtrude himself into notice. 

In conveying the result of his labours to the press, the writer 
of these Memoirs has then been a6luated more immediately by 
two considerations ; X\\e first, a desire in some shape to supply, 
from the original sources of native historians, what, in early life, 
he has had frequent occasion to lament the absence of ; a conne6led 
relation, with the comparative dates, and within a moderate 
compass, of those events, which, from the obscure recesses of the 
Arabian Peninsula, have extended the laws of the Koran over the 
fairest regions of the ancient world. The second, a repugnance 
to suffer the accumulated memorials of many years of study in a 
favorite language, to perish without some species of advantage, 
either to himself or to others. Another, though subordinate, yet 
not less essential consideration may, perad venture, be taken 
into the account ; that fatal propensity, that vanit}’-, call it what 
you will, by which many an author has been propelled, however 
humble his pretensions, to enrol himself among the candidates for 
literary reputation. 
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PREFACE. 


With the exalted name of History, tlie author would tremble to 
dignify this imperfect and unaspiring performance. That is a 
designation to which it possesses but veiy limited claims. If it 
furnishes to the reader what it was intended to supply, — the means 
of occasional reference and information, without travelling through 
the voluminous productions of an extensive library , the humble 
object of the writer’s ambition, that of being moderately useful, 
will be abundantly gratified. Nevertheless, how far his purpose 
may be in any respeiSl attainable by this hazardous appeal to the 
public, the issue of the experiment, to which he looks with submis- 
sive resignation, can alone determine. 

It appears, in the mean time, a necessary preliminary, that the 
reader should be advertised, on the part of the author, that his 
researches will be dire61ed, and his obje61: in general confined^ 
to trace the progress of Mahommedan grandeur, as it shifted its 
position from its parent seat of Medeinah, first to Kufah, and next 
to the envied and luxuriant region of Da,roascus_; from thence to 
BaghdM and the banks of the Tigris , to Tebreiz, or Tauris, Siil- 
tauniah and Herat • and ultimately to the Indus, and the banks of 
the Ganges The scene of those transadlions which he has 
essayed to delineate, will accordingly be laid for the most part in 
the regions extending from the river Oxus to the peninsula of 
Arabia, and from the Ganges to the shores of the Mediterranean. 

With the establishment of the Othmanlu, or Ottoman Seljucides, 
and the subversion of the throne of Constantine, for ver}’’ obvious 
reasons, the author has not felt it expedient to interfere Tlie 
subjedl is already before the public from a quarter which he would 
in vain attempt to emulate. Neither was it possible, within the 
limits prescribed to his plan, to enter at large into the history of 
tho'^e subordinate, though powerful dinasties, which alternately 
laid waste by their ambition, and embelh.shed by their talents and 
liberality, the noble provinces of the Persian empiie. These 
- Avould indeed, of themselves, furnish ample materials for an ela- 
borate, and, perhaps, instructive performance. 
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PREFACE. 


One important omission it will perhaps be difficult to account 
for, \Mtliout submitting to some refle6lions rather humiliating to 
the author On perusal of the volumes before him, it will unavoid- 
ably occur to the oriental leader, that the imperial house of Sefly 
has been cntircl}’' excluded from the recital. The truth is, that 
from a dcficienc}’^ in his stock of materials, independent of his 
unwillingness to engage furtlicr in an undertaking alreadj'- be^^ond 
the scope of his ability, tlie author's original plan was designed to 
terminate with the reign of Shah Rokh : but the suggestions of 
an cihinciit Per'nan scbolai , combined with very natural local 
predileclions of hvs own, prc\ ailed with him to extend his memori- 
als to tlie establishment of that branch of the house of Teymur, 
the faded remnant ofwdiich still continues to be exhibited on the 
throne of Dehl}', derning its onl}’^ support from the generous 
influence of Uniish magnanimity. 

If, in point of ortliography, these pages should be found to 
differ in some instances from more respectable authorities, the 
reader may be assured that the author has not deviated from ordi- 
nar}' practice, but where his compliance would have been attended 
w'lth a total dereliction of confirmed opinions, established on experi- 
ence and local obsen^ation. A residence of nearly four and tw^enty 
3 ’ears in the East, had furnished frequent occasion of surprise at 
the negligence and want of precision, w ith wdiich the names of 
places and persons are too often transferred from their native 
idiom into the European languages ; insomuch as to render it, 
not unfrequently on the spot, almost impossible to recognize their 
identity. This circumstance, at an early period, determined the 
author, m his memoranda, to preserve the recollecSlion of, by 
transferring, the original as far as possible, through the corres- 
ponding letters of the English alphabet. 

In man}’- cases, as might have been expedled, this lias, however 
proved impracticable, without giving to his nomenclature an 
appearance altogether grotesque and preposterous. In the vowel 
Vx for example, the author has times out of aumber, W'hen it 



CX)NTENTS. 


XV 


died to him for a short lime, but ultimately de3tro3'^s him. Abdulmdek marches into 
Irak Defeats Mussaub and the adherents of Abdullah Zobair at Kerkessia, (Circesium) . 
Takes possession ofKufah. Recei\ es tlie submission of Mohilleb. Is acknowledged m 

- Khoraasaun through the assassination of Abdullah Hauzein, the lieutenant of Abdullah 

Zobair. H^auje the son' of Yussuf undertakes the conquest of Mekkah Death of Ab- 

dullah Zobair, and final reduction of that cit 3 % The government of Hejauz now conferred 
'by Abdulmclek upon Hejauje, and soon afterwards that of both provinces of Irak. Insur- 
rection at Mossule under Shebeib the She} banian, The latter, after a \ anety ofhostih- 

- ■ties, is ultimately drowned by accident in theri\er of Ahuauz. Ultimate subjugation of 

the Azaureka. Khorassaun is placed under the authontj’- ot Hejauje. His lieutenant in 
“Seiestaun attacks the territory of Kabul. Is artfully drawn into some difficult defiles, but 
-suffered to retire, on payment of a sum of monej". AbduiTaihman the grandson of 
Aishauth employed to retrieve that disgrace. His partial successes not satisfactory' to He- 
jauje He enters into treaty with the prince of Kabul. Declares against Hejauje. 
Pilarches against and defeats that chieftain at Tuster in Khuzistann He is howe\er 
defeated in subsequent conflicts, and compelled to retire into Seiestaun. Takes refuge in 
4lie fortress of Bost Ot which the governor seizes his person, with the design of deliver- 
ing him up to Hejauje. He is rescued by his ally the prince of Kabul, who comeys him 
to a place of secunty, but finally betrays him.- He eludes the vengeance of Hejauje by 
'throwinghimsclf from the top of a rock, Foundmion of Waussit. Kateibah appointed 
by Hejauje to the goiernment of Khorassaun. Death of Abduiazziz, and of the Khalif " 
Abdulmelek. ^ ^ 

CHAPTER XI Y. 

EIGHTY SIXTH 'TO THE HEKDRED A^D FIRST OF THE HIDJERAH 


Accession ofWalid, or Valid, the son of Abdulmclek, Vlth Khalif of the house of Ommey- 
ah. He continues his authority to Heja ije. Proceedings of Kateibah on the Jeyhun, 
Ongin of the Barmecides, or raceof Bermek. Mosslemah, gotemor of Jezzeirah. Tar- 
ik imades Andalusia, or southern Spam. Further pn ceedings of Kateibah. Death of 
Jleja ije^ and of the Khalif Wahd, Accession of Suliman the son of AbdulmClek, Vllth 
' Khalif of the house of Ommeyah Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb made governor of Ara- 
bian Irak, Death of Kateibah, Yezzeid succeeds to his government of Khorassaun. 
-Islosslemahtimployed to invade the terntones of Constantinople. Death of the Khalif 
,SuhiTian. Accession of hlutaussem B’lllah Omar the son of Abduiazziz, VJ Ilth Kha- 
■^hf of the house ol OmmeyaJi He recals Mosslemah' from before Constanlihople, and 

A'ezzeid tlie son of Mohilleb from Khorassaun. Benetolent disposition of Omar. Ma- 
hommed of the race of Abbas begins to agitate theclaims of his family Re\ olt at Kulah 

'under Bostamn. The Khalif Omar dies by poison. - - _ 


CHAPTER XV. 

HUXERED AXD FIRST TO THE O^E HLNDREU A^D TWENTY FIFTH OF THE 

HID1ERAH. 

Accession ofYezzeld the lid, the son of AbduhnClek, IXth Khalif of the house of Ommey- 
ub. Renew .v\ of hostilities against the insurgent Bosuium, who is ulGmately destroyed. 
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occurred in Asiatic names, as transferred through European char- 
afters, been at aloss to distinguish, whether it was intended to 
-produce the sound which it conve3's in burden, Busins, or 
bullet. As a native of the principality^ of Wales, he found a sub- 
stitute, which would, in a great measure, have served to remove 
the embarrassment ; but though he could have appealed to the 
respeftable authority of that inimitable scholar. Sir William Jones, 
(the Coryphensunquestionabty of oriental literature) for his warrant, 
the author has forborne to obtrude upon the public the pra61:ice or 
speculations of an unknown and obscure individual ; particularly 
when he came to refieft that, though familiar to one fifteenth, it 
would have been perhaps unintelligible to the remaining fourteen 
parts of the population of the united kingdom. 

To obviate however any difficulty on this subjeft, the following 
simple rules are submitted to the reader, as illustrative of the 
author's system of pronunciation. 

^ before / to be pronounced as in air, e. g. Koraish. 

yf before y, as m lasf, e. g. Medayein, Esfra\ ein, Kliatay. 

£ before i, as double e in spleen, e.g. Moninenein. 

£ before //, as m eye, e. g. Tey^mur, Hussey ne, Ney shapur. 

A or d thus superscribed, broad as in all, e. g. Herat, Baghdad. 

A superscribed in the same manner, as \ujiill, e.g. 

Abu Bukker, not Abeiv Bekcr. 

I\Iurad, not Mewrad. 

and ^lurshud Ku!y,yb; Moorslied KooIy% 

When the caret is omitted, u is to be pronounced as in hitrdes, 
hnslir. Spur, &c. 

/.A is intended to con\ey a crutturaj sound like the Greek letter 
as pronounced by the generality ot W'elslimen — e g. Khalcifah, 
Ktu'led, Kliaun or Khan. 

The above summary' explanations on the threshold of his book, 
i(ie author trusts v. ill be acceptable to the reader, as calculated 
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Yezzeid the son ofMohlllclj m'tlts at Bsssorah. He is defeateil and tilled by TVIosslemalj, 
near Waussit. Amni the son of Hobairah made gove nor of Khorasstun. Death of 
Yezzeid II, Accession ofHashaum the son of Abdulmdlek, Xth Khahf of the house of 
Ommeyah. Services of Niisser, or Nasser Seyaur» in Khorassaun. The city of Samar- 
kand finally embraces Isl&m. Irruption of the Khozzez or Khozzers into Azerbayjaun. 
Repelled by Sauid the son of Amru. Ser\’ices of Merv%aun, afterwards Khahf, in Armenia 
and the neighbourhood of Caucasus Nusscr Seyaur is apjwinted governor of Khorassaun. 
Insurrection at Kufah in favor of Zaid the son of Zejme-ul-aubedein Abu Mosslem 
nominated to prosecute the claims of his family by Jbrauhim of the race of Abbas. Ori- 
gin of that celebrated chieftain. Death of the Kha,lif Hasliaum. - 

CH4P]’ER XVI. 

HUNDRED AND TVtENTY HFTH TO THC ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY SECOND OF 

THE HIOJEitAH 

Accession of Wdlid Ild. the son of \ ezzud IJd, the XJth Khalifofthe house of Omme3'ah. 
His clement and at the same time voluptuous disposition. He is defeated and put to 
death by a conspiracy among the Syrian chiefs -iccession, of Yezzeid the Illd. son of 
Walid 1st, the Xllth Khahf of the house of Ommeyah. His unseasonable parsimony. 
Troubled state of Khorassaun Short reign and death of Yezzeid Did. Accession of 
Ibrauhim the son of Wdlid 1 st, the Xlllth Khahf of the house of Ommeyah. He is 
defeated and dejiosed by Merw aun-ul-Hummaur. Accession of Menvaun lid the son of 
Mahommed, and grandson of Merwaun 1 st, the XIVth and last Khahf of the hoiiseofOm- 
meyah, Insurrection. at Kufah At Emesa. In Armenia. Contests in Khorassaun 
between Nusser Seyaur, andtKhozzeiathe Kennaunian-. Further account of Abu Moss- 
lem. Hejoms the Kermaunian Asserts the claims of the houseofAcBAs. TheKer- 
maunian is circumvented and cut off by Nusser Seyaur. Commotions in Parss and Irdk- 
Ajem. Ally the son of tlm Kenpaunian reduces Meru, Abu Mosslem establishes his 
authority in Khorassaun. He detaches Kohtbah the son of Shaib, or rather Shebeib, 
towards Mk. Proceedings of that commander. YSnio ultimately perishes in the p.u- 
phrates. His son Hussun chosen by the tioops to copipiand in lus room They proceed 
to-wards Kufah, which they enter without further opposition. Proceedings rf the Khahf 
Merwaun. Ibrauhim the son of Mahommed the repr^entative of the house ol Abbas, 
is put to death by his orders. Ally, surnamed Abul-.Abbas-us-suftauh, succeeds to his pre- 
tensions. Is acknowledged atKufah Merwaun is defeated at Zaub. Fhes1ntoEg3.pt. 
Pifferentaccountsof his deafh. Conclusion of. the toJume. k - . . 57^ 
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to cNpcclilclils piogrc‘:<: tliroui;]i tlic multiplied vniicty of uncouth, 
and un^n;lulv names wlucli nuist unavoidably meet, and perhaps 
ofl'end Ills cNo. m e\ei v page of the jicrformancc 

It heromes in llic last ]dnrc, neecs«?ary to apprize the reader that 
as tins volume commences with the eighth year, and concludes 
with the <uinci''ion of tlie home of Otnmryah, m the one hun- 
dred and tlurl^ -‘second of the Ihdjerah ; the second volume will 
commence w itii ilic accession of the hou‘'C of Abba'^, and terminate 
V, ith the death of Sultan Ahmed .Utllaeir, the E>lckhauman, in the 
caih jiai tofilicSl'dih ofthcHidjerah , and the third volumcwillcom- 
mciKc with tlic early lustor) of the Tcheghata 3 an bmneh of the 
dc'^condmus oi Jcnguciz, the immediate anccstois of Tcymfir,zi\\d 
close with the acccs'-ion of Ahbai , in the nine hundred and sixt}’- 
thnd of the same auM, the 1 ')")f)th of CnitisT , each distin6lly com- 
pri/ing within itself asepaiatc portion of oriental histoiy, and all 
togcthei embracing a jicnod little shoit of ten centuries. 

Wiiorc pel spit uity and fidelity of nanation , w’here the desire 
of preserv ing the sjnrit, w ithout copying too servilcl}*, or deviating 
too rcmotelv from the charadler of the originals, have been the 
objeills which uniformly governed his pen, the author may still 
be expetded to account foi the inequality, and deficiency of style, and 
composition, w hich w ill, doubtless, in too many instances, be found 
to blemish or cast a shade upon his labouis : it therefore remains' 
for him to state that they were prosecuted at very distant intervals'; 
under circumstances strangely div^ersified, and sometimes extremdy ' 
embarrassing. If the profession of arms w^ere indeed an}’^ longer 
an apology for defe6ls in literature, the author, as a’ soldier, 
deplorably but not dishonorably scarred in the service of hiS" 
country, might perhaps proclaim it as his passport to the indul- 
gence of a candid and enlightened public, for the numerous 
imperfedtions of the work now before them : imperfedfions, of 
xvhich. even if they were beauties, he can, however, with honest 
truth allege, that they are exclusively his own ; for although the 
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CHAP. I 

T hat Uicrc existed in tlie genius of MahonHnedism something eal- 
eulated to inspire the most potAcrful energies and exertions, has been 
too \Mdely and fearfully exemplified m the unparalleled success of its 
votaries, to be made a question of. But without conceding too far to the 
opinions of some very distinguished modern authorities on the subject, 
there are, m the experience of succeeding ages, sufficient grounds for the 
belief, that its early and rapid advancement is to be ascribed, in an equal 
degree, to the degenerate spirit of its opposers, and to the already corrupted 
state of Christianity in the sixth and seventh centuries. If indeed the 
gospel of peace and benevolence, delivered m spotless purity by a mild 
Hedeemcr, for the welfare and happiness of mankind, had even at that 
period, through human folly and depravity, suffered a deplorable perversion ; > 
if the minds of men were become already unhinged and embittered by 
acrimonious controversies, by impious, unavailing, and contradictory 
attempts to analyze those mysterious properties of the Divine nature, so 
far beyond the scope of the human faculties to comprehend , if the sole 
object of pure and rational devotion had been in a manner lost sight of, 
through the degrading substitution of image worship; “through the cloud 

B 
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reader s applause would be to him the noblest compensation, 
he scorns to ere(5l his claim to that applause on the basis of 
■surreptitious fame. 

These acknowledged imperfe61:ions were, perhaps, amply suffi- 
cient to deter the writer of these sheets from presuming to pro- 
duce ablush in the cheek of any friend, by associating his name 
with the fate of sucli a performance Yet, he has not been able^ 
to resist the desire to- avail himself of an opportunity, the only 
one that has ever occurred, to record his lasting esteem for the 
virtues, and his gratitude for the early encouragement afforded to 
an unpati'onized soldier, whose misfortunes were his only recom- 
mendation, by him whose eminent services to his country are 
best known, and can be best appreciated by those who had 
the happiness to attest them, in the midst of cstablished prejudices, 
and inveterate antipathies ; which'his conciliatory demeanor, and 
inflexible integrity were perhaps alone competent to overcome 

It IS then with equal pride and pleasure in the recolledlion, and 
apprehension for the result, that the author proceeds to trace the 
charadlers of Sir Charles Warre MaieCs respedted name ; whose 
patronage would, refledl honor on merit far above the humble 
pretensions of the writer of these pages ; and whose manly qualifica- 
tions, whose solid and extensive acquirements would shed a lustre 
upon any rank or station, however exalted. Happy for the world 
if the same inflexible integrity, the same undeviatmg adherence 
to the eternal principles oj truth and justice, which distinguished 
his condudl, had animated the exertions of the diplomatists of thfs 
and eyery other age. 


■BnECKNocK, Apnl 12, 1811. 
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“of mnrfyrs, saints nnd angels, interposed before the llirone of Omnipo- 
tence It IS almost impossible to avoid tlie inference, that, in the state of 
ignorance, whicli llien generally pervaded the mass of society, the world 
was sn/ficiciitly predisposed to cmbiacc any ( hange or innovation that 
might be iccommcnded foi its adoption, under the influence of superior 
talents, and a plausible exterior of sanctity. The siiipnse will therefore 
cease, that with endowments of no ordinary stamp, and with the united 
aid of fraud and violence, tlie solf-commissioned and aspiring legislator of 
the Arabs should huve succeeded in ingrafting on the minds of his unin- 
formed, but ardent, coiintrynncn, mgetlicr with the sublime and eternal 
tiuth, that there is only one God, an acquiescence at least, if not a belief, 
in the unconnected rhapsodies of the Koran, and in the fiction, necessary 
perhaps to the cstahlishinent of his doctrines, and not less to the views of 
ambition, that he was the Apostle of God. 

It would be foreign to the design of these pages to delineate the numer- 
ous artifice^, devised by the Arabian prophet, to acquire that unbounded 
ascendancy, which lie is known to have established ovei the minds of his 
followers , to lay the foundation ol that Iremcntious system ofenlhusiasm, 
which tnumplied for a tune ovoi the sacietl banners of the cross ; which 
scared the Roman eagle from the lowers of tlie city of Coiistantme ; and 
which, had it not been seasonably arrested on the banks of the Loire, just 
one hundred years after the death of its author, by that providence which 
directed the battle axe of Charles Mai tcl, would, to borrow for once the 
glowing language of the eloquent Gibbon, peradv'enture long since hav^e 
reared the emerald standard of the race of Fatima on the pinnacles of Saint 
Paul’s cathedral,''^ 

Yet in tracing the early causes wdiich unhappily (ended to educe the 
ferocious enthusiasts, whose history we propose to attempt, beyond the 
sands of the desert, it may be, nevertheless, necessaiy^ to recur to the eighth 
year of Mahomraed’s exile fiom his native city of Mekkah, corresponding 
to the six hundred and twenty-ninth of the Christian aera; when that 
formidable adventurer was provoked into hostilities with the troops of 
Heraclius, the emperor of the east: hostilities, which are alleged to have 
been produced by an act of unwarrantable violence, committed on the 

* The reader may refer on this subject with advantage to Gibbon’s decline and fall of the 
Roman empire, and to Sale’s preliminary discourse. 
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t(^\\n in tin '^\tnn '»rni'i}. '■'null <if l)am.";rus '1 lim ninn being mter- 
<N ji',( il <-n Ir^ .iri\ 'll il Mniili. in cF-nirn Ui ihr (li«Unrl of Iklkn, 

HI Fn* ' ir.' Uni'o'r'. u'd n\<>v\inj iIi*’ <'bi< <'t of lii^ jcnirnc^ , nas pul to 
k’i nil l'\ <• 'll r of '''lu .h' i!, ili-' olm | c»f iIk \nh,an nnd ('liri'^tian tribe of 
(F I'-'-nn, \i i!i'«'pirio1 pii "-irbnc o\< r Dann'-ru'-. on the pari of fl('raclm=j, 
b\ whi’ut'M pt.ivntr. Ind b' < n f e> iul_\ r< <<».< r< d from tin- l*er-'ian‘> 

1 b'v ( ueuiu'-t 11)1 I . tl.on h prob-'bK lu it-* If no nmn' than the \\(il 
: 1 ni d j'-ni 'b m ni <•( "'n ire. titb tv. tin h uhitr^er ol ‘■edition and re\oIt, 
li > h\ F.< *r r'db ti'.. lx ( n r< < ''rd ' <1 tie oiil\ •.ohtar_\ in‘»tanec 
111 n uie 1 ' i\ I'f tin piojdn I'v nn hl' r*- n i-'l now n tolnve '■nfiered di aili , 
-'I'd tv ‘ r.'.v<biv_lN tUl'n n lit to » \ nt( in M ihoinnn d. then al Mc'dti- 
ndi.tlii -"-v Imii < f lU' » ' ih . tin iin’''t \ n>h nt imii^natu.n , and helii'^temd 
To di la”! tl ' 1 hi*' ht'Iou . w uhoiit d« 1 u , tin ir eoiimro in e to :i\onc:c the 
o'vnl; A «h i ndinn ni of iht( n iliotn- uni im n. undi r the mnnediato eoni- 
1.1 Mid ('f In'- \ ant 7 a id. the '•oti ofIlar<tli, with ri\t'r^'onm ca'^c of 
<b ith to lu- < o'lsiii d Mil!' r the r rolln r ol \lh md iiiotln r (if liis caplaiii'' 
Ah'lult 'll Ih'e ih ih, \. \'. itlnnii met ii dim m!i\ . r-'-enihli'd for the stT- 

%'.( . ill -- It w.-"- tin lii't in wlinh tin N wir< •inplo\ed hcNond the 

\r ('. ntiinten.in i- ‘■ud. in tin I iri ut 1 .ulilr<‘-'' to Ins troop'', a'-erihcd 
to lira on ihi'- ta eas.on to ii e. e i n|uiin d them m tin ir e\eriioiis, m w hat 
lit V. 's pic i<.( (1 in ileiiumm.ite, tin i .mst ol tin* most high, and in a\ eng- 
ine the mim_\ V. huh he liad sustaiin d Irom their enemie';, the jicupic of 
S\''i 1, to foih' ar inoh sime the hanniess aoiarn s of dninesiic sfeliisioii , to 
spare the wtakor si the mtaiii at the breast, nnd the nged already 
liistiiim': from this smu of iiiorinhta , to nhstam from demolishing the 
dw climes of the nnrtsistme mhahitants, and irom the imiiihition and det- 
tniclioii ol an\ spci ns of Irnit tree, particnlarl\ of the palm, “^o necessary 
to the susioii.mce of men and animals residing under tlie mfluenee of a 
hiiimiig sun. 

On intelligence of the apjironch of these fierec and cxasjicratcd iinadcrs, 
one oi the brothers of Sin rlicil, at the licad of filty men, was cinplotcd to 
ol)s(r\c iheir motion'! and distovcr their torcc But this small detach- 
ment, uiiLXpceiedly falling m with the cnem^, and its commander being 
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visited by a seveie attaclc of the ague, accompanied with violent headache. 
On the 29th his illness continued without abatement, although he exerted 
himself, notwithstanding, to deliver to Assaumah, the son ofZeid, the 
standard which he committed to him, as general of the expedition already 
prepared to march the third time into Syria. His selection of this person, 
though more particularly interested to avenge the death of his father, (who fell 
with other chiefs in the battle of Mhtah) excited considerable dissatisfaction, 
when It was found, that Abu Bukker, Omar and Othman, were each of them 
directed to place themselves under his orders. It became therefore a subject 
of complaint among some of his principal adherents, that such exalted 
personages should be compelled to serve under the authority of a slave. 
These murmurs, with other expressions of discontent were conveyed to 
the ears of the prophet, and drew from him, from the pulpit, the most 
public reproof, in which he infoimed them, that as they had thought pro- 
per to acquiesce in the selection of the father, to command on the former 
expedition, he expected from them a similar acquiescence m the appoint- 
ment of the son ; w^hose merits he could assure them to be in no respect 
inferior to those of the father, wdiich they did not appear to dispute. 

This latter circumstance is recorded to have taken place on the tenth of 
the first month of Rabbeia. On the eleventh, Assaumah attended to take 
leave of his master, whom he found unable to speak, but so far sensible as 
to raise his hands to call a blessing upon him. And on Monday the 
twelfth,* in the morning, when he again attended fora last interview with 
his benefactor, he found him asleep. On his return to the incampment 
near Medeinan, and w^hilst he rvas mounting his horse, to put himself at 
the head of the troops, who Avere already in motion to advance towards 
Syria, Assaumali received a message from his mother, announcing, that the 
prophet was in the agonies of death 

In tracing the circumstances of Mahommed’s illness, we look in vain for 
any proofs of that meek and heroic firmness which might be expected to 
dignify, and embellish, the last moments of the apostle of God On some 
occasions he betrayed such want of fortitude, such marks of childish impa- 
tience, as are in general to be found in men only of the most ordinarj' stamp, 
and^ch as extorted from his wnfe Ayaishah in particular, the sarcastic 
remark, that in herself or any of his family, a similar demeanor would long 
since have incurred his severe displeasure. This was at any rate no great 

*Ji-, D, 632, 6th of June. 
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A.H.VIIT. killed. Sberheil wcis seized with a pan’C : and retiring vdtbin cover of fcis 

castles, dispatched to solic.t soeedv and powerful aid from hi= s^vere'^ 

* * * ” ’ 

t^no res.ded at this penod in the adjoin'ng tenitorv' of Bsi'oa. Heraclius 
aware of the ad^motages of early support, did not delav to furnish the 
reicforcements required by his general, who found himself in a short time 
prodigiously superior to the Mosslems : if excess of numbers could in anv 
way be accounted superior to an enemy, in whose heart the fear of death 
had been in a great measure obliterated, by the prospective glories and 
rewards of marUTdom. 

In the ne-ghoourhood of the village of Mutab, as if their footsteps had 
been conducted by destiny, to s'gnalize their vengeance on the veiy spot 
on which the insult had been ofi'ered to the dignitv* of their prophet, tu'i 
band of zealots, found themselves in the presence of the enemy; at first 
sight they appear to have been considerabK staggered a: the tremendous 
odds, against which they were proceeding to contend, it being sugrested 
by the more considerate among them, that it vould be prudent to wait for 
aid. or further O'^ders from Medeinab The enthusiasm of Abdullah Rou- 
abali succeeded, however, in dispelling t’deir fears, and in reconciling their 
minds to the alternative of victor].' or immolation. An action immediately 
ensued, in which Zeid. the general of the Mosslems. boldlv advancins- the 
standard of Mahommed, was among the first that fell. He was succeeded 
in the post of danger and command by Jaufi^er. the son of Abutaieb. the 
propfaers cousin, and the brother of his favorite son in law and earliest 
nroselvre. Tnis brave ch'ef. having lost both his arms successivelv. and 
continuins: nevertheless to embrace the sacred standard to his besom. i.;so 
fell covered with wounds. Abdullah Rouahah then cssumed the command, 
and soon afterwards obtained what he eagerly sought for. a gionous death 
in what he conceived to be the cause of truth and justice. 

The united voice of his associates in danger, now called upon EhHed, 
the son of 171 M'alid, though yet a youth.^and in the first year of bis con- 
Tcision. to conduct their efforts. Confusion, had however, by this time, so 
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argument of tenderness on her part, as the observation was made when 
she beheld him writhing w’ith agony from side to side on the bed of death. 
The leply which is ascribed to him on this occasion, bespoke either the 
most determined h3'pocrisy, or a very extraordinary degree of enthusiasm, 
if he leally conceived himself at the point of dissolution. lie said, that the 
acuteness and violence of his siiflcrings were necessarily, in the proportion 
X)f those honors, with wdiich it had ever pleased the hand of Omnipotence to 
distinguish Its peculiar favorites. 

The violent hot and cold fits, accompanied witli head ache, under which 
"he alternately sufifered, seem to indicate pretty clear)} , that his disorder was 
of the nature of a bilious fevei. The idea w’hich i^revailcd among the 
people how^ever, was, that he lay ill ot a pleurisy. This notion, w-hen 
conveyed to his knowledge by the mother of Beshir, the son of Beirai, he 
seemed to disclaim wuth considerable indignation , conceiving it inconsistent 
with the goodnes of the divmc being, to subject his messenger to the 
attacls of a disorder, w'hich so stiongly partook of the malignant influence 
of the spirit of mischief. He declared, on the contrary, that the complaint 
under wdiich he suffered, was to be solely ascribed to tlie eflcct of that 
treacherous repast, of w'hich, together with her son, he had partaken four 
years since at Kheybar. What affinity a pleuretic fever could more parti- 
cularly bear to the author of evil, it is, at the same time not very easy to 
explain ; in the epilepsy, some affinity of the kind may, nevertheless, be 
•supposed to exist. 

That m the bosom of his family he continued to be haunted with sus- 
picions of foul play, the following circumstance, which we may here 
venture to relate,' aflPords no trifling pi esumption. Ha^ ing sunk into a state 
of insensibility, during one of the paroxysms of the complaint to w'hich he 
was subject, a mixture, composed of aloes and oil of olives, W’as admin- 
istered to him, at the recommendation of Essmah, the daughter of x^nneiss, 
one of his wuves. On recovering fiom his fit, he demanded wdiat it w as they 
had given him, and w'hen the matter W'as explained, he_ remarked, wuth 
apparent indifference, that, peradventure, it might have been a prescription 
used in Abyssinia. But to remove all kind of doubt on the subject, the 
wdiole of his women w'ere summoned to his chamber, w'here they w'ere all 
compelled, mhis presence, to paitake of the same -draught; not excepting, 
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widely pervaded the rants of the Mosslems, that, in spite of the remon- a. H VIII. 
strances and the example of their intrepid leader, they would most proba- A D. 629. 
bly have been entirely destroyed, but for the seasonable intervention of Rouzut 
night neveitheless, the ensuing morning, when the action was renewed, ussufta, 
KhMed, by a skilful change of disposition which he had executed during 
the night, contrived to impose upon his adversaries the belief that he had 
been reinforced. From which they derived so great a panic, that they 
shamefully abandoned the field of battle, to an almost incredible disparity 
of number, it being asserted that there were on this occasion, no less than 
one hundred thousand of the Syrian and Roman troops opposed to three 
thousand only of these bold and energetic enthusiasts. 

On this occasion, we are seriously told by the Mahommedan writers, 
that providence interposed to annihilate the distance between Mfitah and 
Medeinah, in order to bring the occurrences of the field of battle under the 
immediate view of the prophet. In other words, on a curtain or sheet, 
which he caused to be extended before him, Mahommed pretended to 
observe the progress of the action, the casualties of which, he recited, in the 
order in which they occurred, to his companions, on the spot, three days 
before any intelligence of the victory was supposed to have reached 
Medeinah. The exertions of Khaled were considered so far to surpass the 
ordinary energies of human prowess, that he received from the prophet 
the appellation of Seyf Ullah, or sword of God, which he ever afterwards 
retained. And to console the afflicted relatives of his kinsman Jauffer, he 
represented that, in paradise, in exchange for the arms which he had lost, 
he had been furnished with a pair of wings, resplendent with the blushing 
glories of the ruby, and with which he was become the inseparable com- 
panion of the archangel Gabriel, in his vohtations through the regions of 
eternal bliss Hence, in the catalogue of the martyrs, he has been denom- 
inated Jauffer teyaur, the winged Jauffer. But it would be endless to 
enumerate the fictions imposed by this extraordinary man on the credulity 
of his followers. 

Possessed of a victory, which, the most desperate valour could alone 
have ijiven him any pretensions to expect, Khaled had the prudence to 
remain satisfied with the glory of chasing from the field of battle, an 
enemy so far superior, without hazarding the precarious contingencies of a 
distant pursuit. He appears, accordingly, to have conducted his victorious 
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adds our author, even McymOinnh, though she pleaded the obligation of a 
rigid doNotional last. 

"When he lound that his disorder uas seiiously gaining ground upon him, 
he desired that pen and ink might be pro\ided, for the purpose, as he said, 
of dictating some hints that might be of use, when he was no more, to pre- 
^ent his follo\\crs from being misled into error. The crafty Omai, appre- 
hending that this might have a tendcnc}' to traverse those views, which, it 
is not improbable, he had already formed on the succession, remarked to 
thebv-standers, that pam and anguish had evidently' produced the ordinary 
eficct , that the prophets faculties were at last subdued. That his divine 
jirecepts were already sufliciciith engra\en on their memories, had received 
tlicir intire assent, and that any thing further to guard them against the 
errors of humanity would be superfluous. Upon this a difference of 
opinion arose , and the parties becoming warm in argument, the tumultuous 
clamor in his chamber awakened the prophet’s displeasure , and he angnly 
directed them to withdraw, without further offending the ears of God’s 
messenger by these indecorous wranglings. How'e\er, when the clamor 
had subsided, he proceeded to sa}', that he had three precepts to leave 
them The first was, to extirpate from the Arabian peninsula, the errors 
of polytheism, and those impious doctrines which presumed to assign asso^ 
dates, or rather rivals in glory, to the creator of the universe. The second 
was, to continue to the proselytes recently arrived at Medeinah, the same 
attention and encouragements, as they had experienced from himself. 
The third bequest, it was not thought con\enient by his companions to 
divulge. At the same time it has been acknowledged, a misfortune, that 
none of his associates in imposture had sufficient loyalty, or integrity, to 
afford him, w hat he sought for, an opportunity of recording his intentions. 

During this crisis of affliction and uncertainty. Ally continued to w'atch 
over the sick bed of his father in law', wnth unabated tenderness and atten- 
tion, and with a total disregard to e^ery selfish consideration. A very 
few' days pre\ lous to the prophet’s demise, he was urged by his friends 
with repeated importunities, that they might be allowed, by some means or 
other, to remind him of the necessity ofmaking some positive arrangement 
with regard to the succession but, with a self denial, w hich ne^ er forsook 
him, (the pride of conscious merit perhaps) Ally, to the last, resisted theii 
solicitations, declaring, he w'onld rather consent that the hopes of such 
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detachment immediately back ro Ivledeinah, taking, however, an opportll-^ 
nity, on his return, to chastize the garrison of one of the castles or forti- 
fied posts on the confines of Syria, by whom, during its march towards 
]\Iutah. a soldier of the detachment bad been put to death. 

Having, with little opposition, efiected the conquest of^^Iekkah, during 
the month of Kamzaun, of the eighth ear of the Hidjera, and escaped the 
most imminent personal danger in the subsequent battle of Honeyne, in 
which, at the head of his advanced guard, Khaled had suffered himself fo 
be completel^'^ surprised, the views of Hahommed, on his return in triumph 
to Medemah. at the close of the vear, became, as mav be imamned, with 
Ills power and reputation thus augmented, considerably enlarged; and in 
the pride and exultation of recent success, his mind mav have been the 
more easily wrought upon, to set on foot a second expedition against the 
territories of the Greek emperor. To such an enterprize he is however 
said to have been further stimulated b^* a variety of reasons ; among 
■others, the Karvauns or Caravans, from Syria, trading with the Arabs, had 
circulated reports that Heraclius orHerkuI, which is the name he bears with 
the Asiatics, was assembhng a force, lor the purpose of attacking him in 
his sacred retreat at I^Iedeinah, invited by the letters of the Arabian 
-Christians, wherein they represented the feeble state to which, in Conse- 
quence of a severe scarcity, the self inspired prophet and his associates 
weie reduced, and the facility with which, at such a crisis, his power 
might be destroyed. On the other hand, this second enterprize has been 
ascribed to the crafty'- insinuations of the Jew's, who urged him to the con- 
quest of Syria, as an argument of the truth of his divine mission, w'bich 
could not be more powerfully evinced than by its manifestation in the 
peculiar land of prophecy, and the destined scene, on which were to be 
displayed the aweful terrors of final judgment. 

Thehistonan is, however, disposed to think, that some more powerful 
motne than the latter must have prevailed upon the prophet, to undertake 
an enterprize of such magnitude. Contrary to the inclinations of the major- 
ity of h:s followers ; and in spite of the violent repugnance which tney 
expressed to engage in such an adventure, before they had secured their 
barx'est, and the fruits of their vine and date plantations, in such 
a season of scarcity, and with the obvious hazard of jienshing among 
the s'mds of the desert throuah want of water. It is at same time a 
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succession should be forever lost to his family, tlian that his benfactor 
should be harassed with any importunities on the subject. And thus the 
matter rested. At the same time, whatever might have been the private 
•wishes of Mahommed in favor of Ally, it is not pretended by the most 
zealous advocates of the latter, that he was ever expressly named as the per- 
son proposed to succeed him. Neither can the motives which induced the 
prophet to leave the point undecided, be any thing beyond conjecture. He 
appears to have foreseen that his death would be followed by violent dis- 
sentions, and perhaps, rather than lend his name to sanction the claims of a 
vanquished or weaker party, he chose to consign the matter to the decision 
of chance. 

For the three days immediately preceding his dissolution, the strength of 
Mahommed was so far exhausted, that he found himself no longer capable 
of discharging the public duties of his sacerdotal character, and it 
was, doubtless, a proof of the highest esteem for the virtues of Abu Bukker, 
that he was the person selected to supply his place in the pulpit of the 
Imaumet, on this occasion : though the circumstance was subsequently 
considered, by the predominant party, as sufficiently decisive of the individ- 
ual whom he designed to succeed to his power as a temporal prince. 
Yet, that such was not the immediate conclusion, is manifest enough, other- 
wise, unless she was unnaturally hostile to the exaltation of her father, the 
pressing instances of Ayaishah with her husband to supersede this selection, 
are not to be easily accounted for. The reasons she assigned against it 
are however stated to have been, that the sensibility and tender disposition 
of Abu Bukker would render him unequal to the task. 

In concluding this subject with a statement almost too preposterous for 
the digestion of the grossest credulity, we can offer no apology, but that it is 
throughout closely copied from the sense of the original. When Azrail, the 
angel of death, after much preliminary ceremony, had at last obtained admis- 
sion to the chamber of the prophet, he introducedhimselfwiththecustomary 
salutation of the country, and conveyed to him, furthermore, an all hail ! 
from that almighty Being, whose decrees he was appointed to execute ; 
professing at the same time, that he was enjoined not to interfere with the 
soul of God’s prophet, without an entire acquiescence on his part. Ma- 
Jiommed intreated that he would suspend the execution of his dreadful 
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mere rnnjeeture, tlint Tie imglit have conceived tlic design of alleviating 
the horror^ of famine, in ibc fertile region of Damascus, and of anticipating 
the attack ol llemclms, to whom rumour had already joined several of the 
chri'^li.ui trihc'^ of Arabia. 

Be this ho\N e^ ei as it may, the prophet v as not to be dissuaded irom Ins 
resolution bv any consuleiation, and he according!}' summoned his asso- 
ciates to aid him in the equipment of the expedition, and in the lelief of 
those distresses under which the jioorer orders of their fellow' citizens w'ere 
then sufiering, the meek and unassuming Abu Bukker set the example 
of liberality, by consigning the whole of his property to support the expe- 
dition. Omar coutributed the moict} of his possessions, and Othman gave- 
three hundred camels comiilolcly equipped, together with a thousand 
pieces of gold Ollicis subsenhed in proportion, and not a few of the 
women made a sacrifice of their jewels, to bear a part in the charge. 
By these means, an army amounting, on the lowest computation, to thirty 
thousand meit, collected from among the proselytes of Arabia, was assem- 
bled with sufliciciit speed in sight of Mcdeinah, of whom ten thousand 
served on horseback, w ith au equipment of tw'elve thousand camels for 
the purposes of war and the conveyance of baggage. Of this force, the 
immediate command, together with the principal standard, w’as entrusted 
to Abu Bukker, Ally having been leluctantly compelled to remain in 
charge of Medeinah. Khaled, as on several former occasions, w'as placed 
at the head of the advanced guard , and Telhah, the son of Abdullah, and 
Abdurraihman, the son of Ouflf, and brother of Othman, conducted the 
right and left w'lngs respectively. 

Thus formidably accompanied, the Arabian prophet marched from. 
Medeinah tow'ards the Syrian territory , but on the very first stage he was 
destined to experience the most mortifying defection among his followers: 
his friends, the Jew's, being the foremost to set the example. Abdullah, the 
son of Abi Saloul, deriding the folly and presumption of a man, who could 
so hglitl}' engage in a contest with the unknown and incalculable multi- 
tudes of the yellow race, did not scruple to foretel that both he and the 
infatuated associates of his rashness w'ould be made prisoners," and distri- 
buted as slaves to the lemotest parts of the earth. The succeeding stages 
furnished Mahommed with a renewal of the same mortifying reports ; 
his followers abandoned him m w'hole divisions, though he alFected to 
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oiliro, uniil ilir nncd Gnbrlrl ‘should nppcar. At that instant llic mandate A.l^ XI. 
ol' t toinnl huiefrcnre roachul the prince \\ ho rules over tlie powers of A.DG32. 
d.ulnc'-': lo c'iinem‘'li the of hell. ^\hIlc the ministers of destiny, llouzut 

\\( re con\e\iii.i tiie pure ■spirit of the f.uoiiie of Omnipotence to the man- usiufia. 
'•ion‘. I't nnmoriaht) 'I lie lU’Mrf.ulmg \irgiiis of pamthse, the ministring 
.mcfl'- , thoh<a\enK ehoit''. tlic elorions inmate^ of interminable bliss, 

"nrpNtd m nil their brieht* *.1 *-pleiidor, all unfolded in eonntless mjriads, to 
cob brntc the .^ppront h c f M ihommed. (diarged n ith intelligence so full 
ofbii'.*: nnd c<m^ol.itioii, tin nrehaneid. >et sorrow mg for the miseries of 
hnm.mit\ . i]MU*'>rrhod the < hnmbi r of Ins e\pirm? friend, n ho complained 
111 imid n ini'n''tnne< of h’*. f rm 1 tkrtli' turn .it .i < ri'^is to liiin so awcful. 

(bibriel in repK.olbrtd to ron<.oh\ and < onenitiilatc him at the same tune, 
on I iiosi* i,lot ion-- preparation*' in w hi< h the \\ Imk ho*-l ol hea\ cn \\ ere em- 
)ib'\rd, lor hi*' iici ption ititn the realm*' < I bh'" 'i be jiroplicl, with that 
« old nuiilli rtiice, \\ Inch ‘'Onu tuin'*' marks the hour of tleath, ohserred, 
ill It ‘■n lar, e\or\ thiiic aceordi'd with his wishes , \et there was some cir- 
( nmstnti' e further ro(|uire(l. to nilord him that delight of soul, which lie 
siill pnnted to e' pi rit lu e The .ireh.ingel then added, that the enjio} ments 
of hca\ en w ore ( lust'd against the prophets and saints, his predecessors, 
until that happ\ period w lu n he and his faithful followers should make 
th* ir entrinec Mahomnu d snll jnoh "sed that them was something un- 
desenb'ul without which his happiness must continue impel feet «nd 
incomplete G ibriel, w ith an indulgence truly ethereal, for this imquencli- 
nble thirsi after hapiuncss m a mere mortal, concluded the catalogue of 
gtorus which awaited him, by lurtber announcing, that whilst his creator 
thus rhosc to signah/e him w ith markb ol his di\ me bounty so trancendent, 
so lar surpassing the lot of all jiieccdmg prophets, to liis portion w-as added 
the fomuain of immortahl\ , in a station of the most exalted glory. And 
last of all, to Imn was assigned the noulest pruilege, the richest meed of 
bcnc i oloiice, that of niteri ochiiL:: bcloie the mercy seat of Omnipotence, m 
behalf of those who belie\i*d in him , so that, on the fcaiful day ot jude:- 
ment, so last would be the mull Unde of lus followers rcceiied to meu y 
abrough his sole mcdratioii, that he should not lad to participate, to a traus- 
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make light of the matter with the observation, that if there had been but 
a particle of virtue m the composition of the wretched deserters, their des- 
tiny would unquestionably have led them to share his fortunes. 

However, these comparatively trivial disappointments were obliterated 
by the fiercer distresses of hunger and thirst, which he was soon after 
compelled to endure in the horrors of the desert, from which, it would 
seem, the patronage of the angel Gabriel did not extend to relieve him. 
Such indeed were the extremities to which his army were reduced in their 
march on this occasion, that they fed on the most putrid and loathsome 
substances, and killed their camels* in order to derive from the precarious 
moisture retained in the stomach of that useful animal, the means of pre- 
serving lifer But the purposes for which Mahommed and his fierce asso- 
ciates had been raised into notice, were not yet accomplished. After 
enduring every species of distress and hardship incident to the journey of 
such a multitude through the desert, m the parching heats of summer, 
and in a season of uncommon -drought, they contrived at last to reach the 
station of Tabouk, described to have been either a small town, or castle, 
or well. It is not determined which, on the confines of Syria, and from 
which, as It there terminated, this bootless expedition was destined to 
find Its name. 

It is scarcely possible to conceive that Mahommed, either fiomhis own 
experience, or from the information of others, could have been ignorant 
of the difficulties with which he must have been assailed in this march, 
w'hich carried him only a few daysjourney from Medeinah. The dangers 
of the desert, and the nature of them must have been perfectly familiar to 
the Arabs of Medeinah, whose intercourse with Damascus and the other 
towns of Syria, appears to have been bj"^ no means unfreqiient or unusual; 
It IS therefore not easy to conjecture by what motives he could have been 
actuated to engage his people in such a march, and at such a season, in 
contradiction to their earnest solicitations, and to every maxim of prudence, 
unless It uas in punishment of his own and the sins of his folloners With 
the piotection of his guardian an2:el, his usual sagacity indeed seems also 
to have abandoned him on this occasion. 

* It IS howe-ier not m general conceit eJ tliat an Arabttould die of hunger nlien he could 
procure c-iniel’s flcdi 
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cendent degree, in that pure and ineffable deljghi, of which, immortal spirits 
alone are capable of the enjoyment. “ Then” said Mahommed, “ my 
soul IS satisfied ; mine eyes have seen the light.” 

He now addressed himself to the angel of death, desiring liim to approach, 
and no longer delay the execution of that office which he was destined -to 
discharge. The grasp of dissolution immediately seized the springs of life. 
The rapid and alternate changes in the prophet’s countenance bespoke 
that the agonies of death were upon him. At the same time,*in a bason, 
of cold water placed beside him, he dipped his hands, and with one and 
the other by turns, wiped off the large drops^ of perspiration, which inces- 
santly bedewed his forehead ; until his pure spnit finallj^ forsook its vile 
and frail enclosure. In his last agonies, he is said, fixing his eyes on the roof 
of the* chamber, to have raised his hand, and exclaimed, “Ah ’ my com- 
“ panion, I attend thee to the realms above and gradually dropping his 

r 

hand, thus quietly expired. 


Such, at any rate, is the coloring with wjuch his disciples have thought 
fit to delineate the exit of their master. We, who are, however, neither 
compelled nor disposed to believe the correctness of the design in its full _ 
extent, may be permitted, with greater brevity, and m plainer language, 
to state, that on Monday the twelfth of the first Rabbeia,* of the eleventh 
year of the Hidjry, the sixty-third of his age, and twenty-third of hi^ 
pretended mission, the prophet of the Arabs condescended to accompany 
the angel of death, to account for his multiplied impostures before the 
tribunal of Eternal Truth. 


® This event is, however, by some writers, recorded to have taken place ten. days, sooner,^ 
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At any nte, lus 'Jiiflerings during this ill-advised and ill-concerted excur- 
sion, appear for the present to have extinguished his ardor for military 
glory. During an interval of tuo months, in which he found it necessary 
to rcmaiix at this place, to recruit and recover the exhausted strength and 
spirit of his army, he at last discovered, that the rumors of the emperor’s 
hostile MOWS, \\hich had brought him from Medeinah, iv ere groundless. 
He therefore condescended to summon a council of war to advise upon 
his further proceedings. Before his assembled chiefs, who met him on the 
occasion, he acknowledged, in reply to a question from Omar, that in the 
present undertaking, he nas not acting under the influenee of his divine 
legation , that if ho were, he should not have troubled them for their 
advice. Upon this, Omar began to expatiate upon the formidable strength 
and resources of the Roman empire in the east, intimating, what appeared 
with him a consideration of some importance, that among the myriads 
which would be embattled to oppose him, ihcie xvas notijet one conveit to 
the i] utli , and he finally advised, that all further prosecution of the enterprize 
should be suspended until the ensuing year, nhen the terrors of his name 
would have tunc to operate upon the minds of the enemy, that Ins approach 
thus far, was sufficient to lay in their hearts the seeds of alarm, and that 
he should for the present be satisfied with this leflection. Omar, therefore, 
no longer hesitated to piopose an immediate return to Medeinah a pro- 
posal which, as It concurred with his own opinion, and was piobably the 
result of previous concert between them, he carried into immediate 
execution. 

That he might not however appear to return without having derived 
some species of advantage from the expedition, he thought fit, while he 
still remained in his camp at Tabouk, to employ Khaled Avith a troop of 
four hundred and twenty horse, in an attempt to surprise the fortress of 
Doumut-ul jundul. To the inadequacy of this detachment, adventurous as 
he was, Khaled at first objected, but he was ultimately satisfied by the 
prophets prediction of the very means by which the chief would be thro^vn 
into his hands. Accordingly, while the chief of Doumut-ul jundul was 
engaged, without suspicion of danger, m chace of a wild ox, and by his 
eagerness m the pursuit of which, he had been drawn from the gates of his 
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there no longer existed any doubt that the prophet had a.H. xr? 
V Y breathed his last, the Ansaui,’^ or citizens of Medeinah, proceeded A D. 632. 
in a body to the house of Saud, the son of Ebbaudah,\vhoni they conducted, Rouzut 
though laboring at this time under Severe indisposition, to the pavilion or ussuffiS-^ 
portico of the Benin Saudali, a kind of council room of the tribe, for the 
purpose of investing him iVith the sovereign authoiity, now vacant by the 
death of their legislator As the liature of those pretensions, to give a chief 
to their infant community, set on foot by the two great parties into which 
the disciples ef Mahommed were at this moment on the point of separation, 
may be generally understood from the language ascribed to Saud, and to 
the moderate and unobtrusne Abh Bukker on this occasion, it may be 
necessary to enter into the subject more extensively m this place than is 
properly consistent w'lth the limits of our plan. 

In support of the claims of the Ansaur, it was m Substance contended 
by Saud, that they w'ere deiived from such a course of meritorious pro- 
'ceedmg, as must place them far beyond the competition of any other class 
of men in all Arabia In proof of this, it was only necessary to state, that 
“w hen, for more than ten years, the propTiet had continued, in the bosom of 
his country, to proclaim the doctrines of his divine mission, he found there 
a few Only, and but a tew, wuth sufficient grace or virtue to believe m him* 

But, when it pleased Omnipotence to direct the footsteps of its messenger 
to the land which fheij inhabited, both he, and the associates of his flight 

* Quasi Nussrut dehendak. Auxiliaries Applied to the inhabitants of Medeinah, 
because, \.hen the prophet \\as compelled to fl) from his native city, Mekkah, m the 13th 

year ot his mission, they ga\e him an asj lum against his enemies and espoused his cause, 

Mjii lujerein Quasi Humgureikhtegan. Coexiles. The name applied to the associates of^ 
l^is fliebt, 
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A. H. IX. castle, he fell, as Mabommed is said to have piedicted, into the hands of 
A. D. 631. xChaled’s troops. The latter was, at the same time, authorized to release 
Rouzut and continue to him the possession of his fort, for a ransom which consisted 
ussuffa. of two thousand camels, eight hundred horses, four hundred spears, and 
four hundred coats of mail. 

To this expedition, it may he curious to add, the historians of jNIahom- 
medanism have ascribed one important result, which we cannot properly 
be here withheld from relating. “ When Herachus,” they state, “ was 
“ apprized of Mahommed’s arrival atTabouk, he employed a person of the 
“ Arabian tribe of Ghassan to explore the camp of the invaders, and to 
“bring him as circumstantial an account as possible, of the appearance 
“ and demeanor of this new prophet. The emissary, thus employed, gave 
“ to Herachus, on his return, so convincing a report on these particulars, 
“ that he immediately convened his ministers and principal nobility, and 
“ proposed to them to abandon the faith of their ancestors, in exchange 
“ for the doctrines of the Koran. But the Rumian council receiving this 
“ proposal with an indignation which menaced the subversion ofhis throne, 
“ the emperor desisted from his design, although in prnatc he embraced 
“ Isslaum, and thus ensured his eternal happiness.^’ An assertion, wliicli 
stands on grounds so very questionable, that, without some motive more 
powerful than is here perceiv cable to ordinaiy* understandings, and without 
assigning to the subject of it a greater share of credulity and flexibility of 
principle than commonly falls to the lot of human weakness, it will be 
impossible to afford it the slightest credit. 

Such in substance, at all events, appears to have been the term'nation 
of the last military adventure in which Mahommed is represented to have 
home a persona! share; for having regained jMedcinah in cafetv from this 
p{ rilotis e\pcdiuoii, lie there continued during the greater part of the }ear 
ti n, (for tliat reason denominated the } car of arrivals) providing for the 
recejition of iho^t multitudes, whicii from all parts now thronged toemhr.K c 
in': doriniK , v, hde hI^ '^on m law and kinsman Allv skirted tlichordrrs of 
Ardn in Ir.'tk, ami tr.wfr-ed Yemen, to proiecute the work of i onv ( rsmn 
Iw tlf iiKue rrnt'.im argunirnt of the sword Duriii^r part of tin-. s< r- 
M'< t V.*'-, l], fulfil! (xptdnit to {tlrifp Kh.'ihd undt r the r)rd(rs(>f \llv , 
’T cn k'' U’iiraclable i-pTit unfolded its, if in such e^rlv and deu rnuned 
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A.H.xr. found, among tlic citizens of Medeinali, an asylum and effectual protection ' 
A. D. 632. against the inveterate designs of liis enemies. Their services 'were, 
Rou^ut however, not limited to this point alone , but w ith a pure and disinterested 
ussufFa. zeal, in which they weie unrivalled, they embarked both life and fortune, 
and all they held valuable, to advance the truth of his nlission , and to their 
sole exertions, under heav'en, was to be ascribed, more immediately, 
the subjugation of the greater part of Arabia, which was the result. Of 
the superior merit of these services, their prophet, who \vas now no more, 
had expressed himself deeply sensible , and for his own pait, he should not 
hesitate to maintain, that they alone were most worthy to dispose of the 
powers of tl^e Imaumet and Khclaufut,’^ or supreme authority, both 
religions and civil. 

His fellow citizens of IMedemah concurred, as might have been expected, 
in all he had now ad\anccd, and proceeded to declare, moreover, that as 
the greatest and best of their order, they could consider no other so quali- 
fied to enjoy the succession, as himself. That for the residue, if the 
ISIohaujer (coexiles) disappro\ed of such an arrangement, they w'ere, if 
they thought proper, at liberty to exeicise a similar discretion , to nominate 
from among themselves a separate chief, so that each party might enjoj 
the distinction of being governed by a prince of its owm. 

From the obvious impolicy ot this latter expedient, Saud w'as proceeding 
to dissuade them, when Abfi Bukker, Omar, and Abu Obaidah the son of 
Jerrauii, entered the assembly together , just as the Ansaur w'ere crouding 
round the person of Saud, wdio was closely muffled up m his cloak, in order 
to pledge their allegiance to him. The appearance of these three persons 
occasioned a pause in their proceedings ; which proved fatal to the hopes 
of Saud, at the very moment they were about to attain their accomplish- 
ment. The discussion was now resumed by Thaubut, the son of Keiss, 
who again endeavoured to establish the superior pretensions of the Ansaur ; 
and .being followed by AbfiBukker, in terms Avhich might be construed to 
second his opinion, one of the citizens of Medeinah ventured to repeat the 
proposal, that the parties might be allowed to chuse a separate chief. 
This being, however, considered a measure so totally repugnant to the 
'dictates of sound judgment and the clearest experience, Omar was pre-. 
paring to address the assembly in a suitable speech, which, as he 5 ubse» 

♦ Pontifical and civil. 
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disobedience, that he drew upon himself the severe displeasure of his 
illustrious commander. For this he attempted to retaliate, by transmitting 
to the prophet, against Ally, a charge of undue appropriation of the spoil ; 
particularly in the instance of a female captive, whom he had selected to 
console himself in his absence fiom the divine Fatima. The result of this 
accusation, however, was to establish more decidedly the authority ofAlly ; 
the piophet expressly declaring him in all respects entitled to the same 
privileges with himself, as of all the communit}’^ of believers, he pronounced 
him to be the best ; cautioning the bearer of the accusation, as he hoped 
to avert the wrath of heaven, to banish those sentiments of animosity, 
which he seemed disposed to entertain towards this distinguished favorite. 

The remaining incidents of the life of Mahommed which it may be 
’necessarj’^ to select, aviU be comprised in a few sentences. On the twenty- 
fifth day of the month of Zikaudah, accompanied by a train of proselytes, 
from all parts of Arabia, to the number of one hundred and fourteen thou- 
sand persons, he quitted Medeinah to gne to bis followers his last lessons 
m the ceremonies of the visitation to INIekkah , the particulars of which, 
as they may prove interesting to some leaders, though to others imma- 
terial, shall be transferred to a note at the conclusion 

On his return fiom hlekkah on this occasion, the prophet’s demeanor 
with respect to Ally, (by whom he had been previously joined during his 
performance of the sacred ceremonies) gave indications sufficiently strong 
of the person whom he designed to succeed him, at least in the reverence 
and esteem of his disciples; if not in all the honors of temporal power. 
At the conclusion of one of the stages of his journey, and under the sha- 
dow of a grove of trees, at Azzir Khum, having caused a sort of tribunal to 
be formed with the furniture of liis camels, and summoned the obsen^ant 
multitude to attend him, he ascended this, with Ally on his right hand , and 
addressing the assembly, he first demanded, if thej^ considered any thing 
more valuable than life ? They told him, in repty, that with them God 
and his prophet were dearer than life, or any other consideration. He 
proceeded to say then, that to all to whom he was truly dear, Alty, the son 

* Vide note A at the end of this ^o]u^le. 
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quently related, he had previously digested on the way from the prophet’s ; 
when ho uas prevented b}' Abu Bukkei, who, to his no small surprise, 
expiessed himself, 'in the very identical teims, without either adding 
or diminishing, of uhathe had himself in eontemplation. He made the 
most ample -allowances to the Ansaiir foi their exemplary sacrifices, and 
disinterested zeal in the advancement of the common cause. Their 
distinguished services, w'eie, he said, indeed, of a desciiption which could 
never be forgotten and yet, in justice, he must contend, there were 
Inseparate from the Koraish, claims of a superior order, which ivere not /to 
be superseded by those of any other tribe ivhatever He would further 
confess, that it was wuth him a serious question, whether, when it came 
to the proof, the other tubes could be induced to submit to any authority 
but that wdiich resided m the Koraish. And on this subject he could not 
forbear to remind them, that when the corruptions of human invention at 
last required the interposition of provjdence, in order to restore the purity 
of divine worship, the messenger, inspired by heaven, to bear witness to 
the iiiseparate unity of God, w'as chosen from the Koraish, When the 
tribes .of Mekkah, blindly attached to the superstitions and idol- 
atry of their ancestors, took oflPence at, and in their hostility, branded 
with the stigma of imposture, the endeavours of the prophet to reclaim 
them, the Almighty selected from among the Koraish, the whom, 
regardless of the disparity of their number, or the multitude of their 
enemies, and, in spile of the persecutions and mjuiies, to w’hich they 
were exposed on e^ery side, he animated to assert the truth of his 
prophet’s mission, and the claims of Omnipotence to the exclusive ador- 
ation of mankind. The associates of the pi ophet’s flight, therefore, the faith- 
ful companions of his fortune under every vicissitude of danger and distress, 
were, he should not hesitate to pronounce, the most worthj^ to govern, 
when he was no more. Nay, further, he believed this w'as a conclusion 
which none would dispute, but such as w'ere already iniquitously deter- 
mined to abandon the doctrines of truth. Thus modestly branding wnth 
apostacy, those that should presume to differ m opinion W'jth him. In 
fine, the arguments of Abfi Bukker were closed by a proposition, w'hich 
he recommended as a most reasonable and equitable arrangement, that the 
Imaurut, or supreme government, should rest with the hlohaujer , and 
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of Abitauleb, must be equally so. He then stretched his hand to place 
Ally higher up on the tiibunal, in doing which, the latter set Ins foot on 
the prophet’s knee. Resuming his address, the prophet now said, that as 
many in this great assembly as acknowledged himself for sovereign lord, 
would not fail to offer the same acknowledgements to Ally. He now 
addressed himself solemnly to Heaven, calling upon God to befiiend 
that man who was the friend of Ally, and to be the eternal enemy of those 
who were hostile to his cause. After this he returned to his tent, 
directing Ally to repair to his own, whither the whole assembly were en- 
joined to meet and offer him their congratulations on this public and solemn 
designation of his appointment to succeed. Among those who pre- 
sented themselves to Ally on this occasion, the name of Omar is particularly 
distinguished, as having been foremost to salute him on the happy event 
of that day, on which he had been thus elevated to a pre-eminence over 
himself and all the faithful. 

If this statement be founded m truth, and it is not to be forgotten that 
the prophet had recently announced his speedy departure from among 
men, a more clear and explicit declaration of his will on this important 
point, could not in reason have been required. And yet m the short 
space of a few weeks, it will be seen, that the recollection was either lost 
or despised; a circumstance not easily reconcileable with their persuasion 
of the accuracy of his judgment, or with their respect for his private 
worth and virtues, much less with the sincerity of their belief in the sacred 
character, which this strange and extraordinary man had dared to usurp, of 
being the messenger of Omnipotence to restore the purity of its worship 
upon earth. 

About the close of the month of Zilhudje* of the same year, and not 
long after his return to Medeinah from this farewel visit to the sacred city, 
Mahommed was attacked by afitof illness, of so short a duration however, 
as not to have excited any particular alarm; although the circulation of 
the report throughout Arabia, became the signal to a variety of minor 
impostors to broach their impious pretensions. It was not until Wednes- 
day, the 28 th of Suffer, the second month of the eleventh of the Hidjrvjj* 
that he is stated to have become seriously indisposed ; being on that day 

f 24th May, 632. 


* A. D, 632, March. 
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A, H* XI. the Vimurut, or office of Vizier, or first mlnistei’ of state, with the Ansaur. 
A. D 632. And he solemnly called upon the latter, as they regarded the vengeance 
" Rouzut of an oflTended deity, to beware of promoting a division so desfructive to 
us5uffa. the stability of the yet unsettled bulwarks of their holy law. 

At this crisis of the debate, Mfieyun the Aadian Came forward? 
intreating the coexiles to bear witness to his assurances, that with 
him and his fellow citizens, they would in all circumstances ever 
possess the highest degree of respect: but his apprehension was, that 
from this very source an advantage \vould be taken, to originate some 
unjust and ungrateful proceeding. Omar now embraced his opportunity 
to interpose with an affirmation, that he had the prophet’s express authority 
to declare, that where the soveieign power was concerned, none but the 
Koraish vi'ere worthy.* In this he was supported by Besheir, the 
son of Saud, who m direct opposition to the interests of his friends, averred * 
that he also had heard the prophet declaie himself in terms which implied 
the same opinion, and for the tiuth of this assertion he appealed to heaven » 
adding, thatfoi other cogent reasons, he was persuaded the sovereign dig- 
nity must at last permanently reveit to the Koraish. As if the single 
testimony of this peison had been at once sufficient to cancel every 
remaining doubt on the subject, Abu Bukker received it with the warm- 
est expressions of applause , for his own part, he protested, that he was 
entirely indifferent with respect to any views upon the government ; but 
he could not foibear bespeaking the attention of the assembly to the 
acknowledged merits of two distinguished men now present , Omar, the 
son of U1 Khetaub, and Abfi Obaidah ; either of whom he pronounced to 
be eminently qualified to preside over the interests of the true faith, at 
this moment, so materially concerned to avail itself of the advantages to be 
derned fiom powerful talents and influence, such as thens. Both of these 
peisouages, ho\W3ver, with an earnestness, either real or pretended, and 
Without hesitation, united to decline the invidious, and important trust, 
averring, that the}"^ knew no one Whom so many circumstances concuned 
to point out for the successor of the prophet, as Abu Bukker , the insepar- 

* It IS worth}'- of reniaik, that either oli this very clay, or the day before, Omar was equally 
ready to cortimit murder lu support of au assertion, “ that the prophet cohld not die And 
to this opinion, he voUld ha\e probably succeeded in ternlying many dther?, had be not 
been dissuaded b} the good sense and cooler judgment of Abu Bukker. 
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the honest tlndluion of his feelings tnnthl have been spared, k was, how- 
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\.uion of that power, winch providence had placed within their very grasp ; 
and w liicli, vv Ith a supmencs;i so unworthy of its further care, the} had 
forever .ihandoncd. For Ins own part, he should not forbear telling them, 
that even at this moment he saw their children sujiplicaling from door to 
door, and scoriifnlly driven away without the ordinary relief of a draught of 
w atcr,, by the fugitives of AIckkah, to whom they had now so blindly 
suhnnited themselves and their lortnncs Ahu Hukker endeavoured to 
appease him, by urging the improbability of a treatment so totally repug- 
nant to the common dictates of humanity, and so little consonant to the 
characteristic usages of the nation to winch they respectively claimed an 
affinity. Ben ul hlunzer, modestly receding, admitted, that whilst they 
survived, meaning Abb Bukker and himself, he trusted the claims of hospi- 
tality would never cease to be respected , but when their short) ace should 
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toiler nn immediate nttnek on the di'iciplcs of Maliommed, and the troops A. tl. Xlt. 
•of Ahu Ihikkor, ns the prineipnl obstacles in her May to the sovereignty 
ofnllAiabip Rouzut 

This was a slop at whicli she seemed lohesitate, and she thereforeproposed 
to await the result of that night\ inspiration before she determined. Next 
niurninu slie contrned to jirodnce a comjiosmon in measured sentences, 
winch she pretended toha\c had rtwoalcd to her in thcconrsc of the night ; 
and the purport of w inch was to indieatc that the) should first proceed 
towards Yeniauniah, and bring the fate of iMossc\ lemah to an issue. To 
this alteriiatn c, her billow ers, without much diflicullv , subscribed 

In the moan tnii*’, whilst Sliuiia and her .''dhcrents wore thus directing 
tiicir Mews towards Yomnuniah, tlie tr<»ops of Abu Bukker were marching 
to the same quarter, to crush the ainbiUous projects of the arch impostor 
hlos?eyleniali , but on nnolligciicc of the motions of Slnijia, Klirded, w’lio 
continued to superintend the operations of the Mussulman detachments, 
concened it ad\ isablc to fdlow the sectaries by mutual hostilities to exhaust 
their strength, in order, at a future opportunitv. to attack them with greater 
advantage; and li.iviiig so determined, he accoidingly withdrew, with the 
troops under Ins orders, towards Mcdcinali 

On the other hand, appriml of the warlike approach of the prophetess, 

Tvlossev lemah dispatched some ol Ins people to require an ex'planation of 
her designs, llavnng obtained admission to the presence of Sbujia, the 
messengers cinplovcd on the occasion, were, by her, enjoined to announce 
to their master, that she was charged with the mandate of Omnipotence to 
make war upon him * and woth th.S reply, together with a specimen of the 
tmconnccted jargon, winch, in thesh.ipe of a religious code, she hadfiamed 
for her purposes, she permitted them to depart From a sense of conscious 
fraud, Mosseyleinah could not have been much at a loss to appreciate the 
full extent of these impious and arrogant pretensions . but, as the alarm 
which had been excited by the advance of K haled w^as not yet subsided, 
he thought it prudent to temporize, and accordingly determined to enter 
into a negociation wnth her. 

For this purpose, he again dispatched his agents to her camp, in a style 
and language similar to her own, to advise her, that God had assigned the 

F 
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A. IT XI. terminate) and the controul descend to those who came after, other practices 
A. D. G5e. would be found to pievai), very opposite to tliose which they had been 
lIou 7 iu accustomed to applaud and imitate. There was, however, still one bein^ 
to whom Ills supplications should be addressed ; whose aid and protection 
was never withheld from those who placed their tiust in him. Ben ul 
Mhnzetsaid no more. 

The party of the Mohaujer, in conjunction with the Benin Ouss, pio- 
ceeded now, without further discussion, to pledge their allegiance loAbh 
Bukker, to the equal mortification and disappointment of the Beiini Khez- 
tedj , who, in the early pait of the da^', had enjoyed so fair a prospect of 
establishing the sovereign authoiity in Sand, the soil of Lb baud ah, the 
leader of their tube ; of whom it is further related, that on the same day he 
was crushed to death, by the piessure of the multitude, which thronged 
to the assembly on this occasion, although, according to others, he was 
taken up ainc, and cOnvej'ed homewards ; but retning, on his lecoveiy, 
to Jaum, in the province of Syria, he was, at a subsequent period, there 
assassinated, at the instance of some eminent person of his faith, because, 
contrary to what has been just assei ted, he opposed the majoiity wdiich 
had thus declaicd in favor of the exaltation of Abb Bukket. 

I 

In the above detail, which, w'lthout injury to the subject, w'e could not 
well have oiPitted, perhaps the circumstance, not least remarkable, is, 
that hoh\*ithstahdmg Ins conspicuous, merits, and the recent solemnity 
with which they had been brought to notice , notwithstanding the close-* 
ness of his aflinity, both by blood and mariiagc, with the jirophet, yet in 
the w'hole of ll is numerous assembly, not a single voice w'as eXerted to 
bespeak a moment’s coilsideration to the claims of Ally, the conzin of 
their legislator, and the husband of his favorite daughter But in tiio 
Course of the subsequent pages it w'lll be seen, that this was only the fust 
of three successions, m which the pretensions of this distinguished chu'l- 
tuui, w'ore liaffled oi overlooked , with no other exception to his character 
than that, among a nation ot liomicidcb, he was alleged to be a man of 
blood 

Abdullah Abu Bukkci, thus elevated to soveicign powder by the suffiagc 
of his associates, on the same day received the homage <j1 the snpeiior 
ciders , and the day following, ■while odiciatnig ni his saceidotal ehiuacti’r, 
that of luMum. he was- aikiTOwledged by the jicoplc at large. StiH the 
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A. H. XII. earth In equal portions, one half to the Koraish, and one half to himself: 

P* and had moreover associated him, on terms of intire equality in the pro- 

Rouzut phetic mission, with Mahommed. Notwithstanding, if she would submit 
assufFA, herself to be governed by real considerations of justice, it was not yet 
impossible but means might be discovered to transfer to herself, that por- 
tion which the supreme being had hitherto allotted to the Koraish. In the 
mean time, since it would appear that she also was among those favored 
mortals selected for the descent of heavenly inspiration, he, for his part,, 
did not conceive himself at liberty to withhold from her his belief ; but 
in order that he niight have a fair opportunity of convincing himself from 
her own mouth, of the validity of her claims, his agents were authorized to 
invite her, together with as many of her confidential attendants as she 
thought proper, to a private conference with him. 

The agents of Mosseylemah now experienced from Shujia a most 
courteous and honorable reception ; and to account for so sudden an alter- 
ation in her demeanor, she pretended that in a recent revelation from 
heaven, they had been announced to her in terms of peculiar approbation ; 
111 particular, that they were to be recognized by the singular graces of their 
persons, the elegance and puiity of the language in which they spoke, 
and by that scrupulous abstinence which they professed to observe, with 
regard to wine and women ; they were, moreover, described to her as a 
people virtuous and good, whose devotion towards an Almighty being, 
the fountain of purity and excellence, was attested by fasting and pilgrim- 
age, and a life without reproach. But aftei all, that same Being who could 
alone penetrate the secret designs of the heart, must be witness between 
them. 

It is observed by the way, that in his code of faith, the followers of 
Mosseylemah were totally interdicted the use of wine , but what appears 
more extraordinarj", unless it was intended to check a teeming population, 
they were also forbidden to cohabit with their wives when once they had 
become the mother of a child : to which, m this her rhapsodical effiision, 
the prophetess is supposed to allude. That is, however, of little importance. 
With a testimony so flattering to the character of those who had embraced 
his doctrines, the agents of Mosseylemah returned to their master ; who, 
on his side, in the corresponding cant of hypocrisy, pretended to doubt no 
Jonger that this woman was also an apostle inspired and commissioned 
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cAnnirmirr of tlic ‘^on of Abitnnlcb con'Jidcrccl yet wanting to 
Xhc complete evtablislimcnt of Ins nulhoriU , nnd he wns accordingly in\ited 
to attend \Mien lie entered the ])lare of convention, Ally appears to 
have flit come decree of enrpnee, if not of awe, on finding himself, une\- 
peeiedl\,in the precenee of such a numerous assemblage of the most 
disimcuished friends and eomp.mions of the jirophct , he requested 
however, to Know the ohjeet for which his attendance had been required. 
'J hev apprised him, in general, of the measures which had been determined 
on. .md that it was c\pcctcd he should unite with the other chiefs of the 
eommonwealih of Isslnnm, in allegianee to the authority of Ahu ]]ukkcr, 
whom thev had chosen as the smeessor of Mahommed. Upon this, 
Ally briefly observed in repiv, that, from all he was able to understand 
from the information which had been just comniunicaicd to him, by way 
of argument to reconeile theviii/cns of Meiknnah to the authority of 
Ahn Hnkkcr, recourse had been had to tin nature of his nffiiiity with the 
sacred person, who was now no more. And for his own part, he should 
at present trouble them no further, than in his own behalf, also, thus 
publielv to appeal to the fame aflmilv. He therefore solemnly called 
upon the 111, without suflering themselves to be any longer imposed upon 
b_v specious pretences, and as they had found strict justice, so injustice 
to declare, who there was among all men living so closely allied to their 
prophet, as the man who now addressed them. 

Mbth that arrogant spirit, of which he appears to have possessed a con- 
spicuous share, Omar here interfered with a declaration, that he should 
not be sunered to quit the spot, until, in concurrence with the example 
of his compeers, he had acknowledged the authority of Abd Bukker. 
To which, m answer, Ally indignantly observed, that w hatever were the 
conceptions by him and others formed on this subject, he should only state, 
that while a spark of life continued to animate his frame, he should not 
cease to assert his claim to that dignity, which he should ever contend to 
be his owp. The importunities of others were now added to prevail upon 
him, since the matter appeared to liav^e taken an mtirely opposite course, 
to forego those pretensions, of which they did not presume to deny the 
justice, and by his acquiescence to avert the mischiefs, which otherwise 
seemed to threaten the public safety. The most uigent, with him, on the 

E 


A. H. XL 
A.D. 63 C. 

Il0U7Ut 

ussufTa. 



33 


from above, for llic instruction and reformation of mankind. And on tins 
intcrcliange of acknowlcdjTcmcnts, with a lurthcr assurance from Mossey- 
lemah, that lie had the authority of heaven for subscribing to the truth of 
licr diMiic mission, Shuiia did not hesitate to place herself, accompanied 
by two confidential persons only, at the discretion of her competitor. 

In a garden, without the gates of Yemauinah, where he had caused 
some tents to be pitched for her reception, Mosseylemah, and this enter- 
prising female came at last to an interview ; in W'hicli, after some prelimi- 
nary discourse on the subject of their latest communications from above, 
he soon discovered that the \ irlue of the prophetess was not proof against 
\oluptuous advances Percen ing that she was sufiiciently softened by 
some glowing rcjirescntations, which he thought fit to delineate, of the 
enjOMncnls to be derived from a tender intercourse of the sexes; he 
adventured to ask, since they vvere alreadj^ united in the sacred functions 
of the prophecy, what should impeach their coalescing in other respects ? 
And without further apology, proposed, that, by entering into conjugal 
engagements with him, she should resign hci person and pretensions to 
his disposal. Already fascinated by the charms of an engaging exterior, 
for he IS said to have been one of the handsomest men in Arabia, she could 
only intreat his foibearancc until the descent of celestial inspiration , or m 
other words, until, in the language of succeeding hypocrites, she had 
consulted the spirit. To remove her scruples in this respect, required no 
extraordinary compass ot invention on the part of hlosseylemah. Imme- 
diately throwing himself into a violent fit of agitation, under pretence that 
It was the inspired moment, he found no great difficulty in persuad.' 
mg Shujia on his recovery, by such ambiguous phrases, as he had composed 
on the spot, that they had the dispensation of heaven to consecrate their 
impure and unhallowed indulgences She attempted no longer to defend 
the approaches of female modesty, and the triumph of the artful Mosseyle- 
mah was complete. Having thus forfeited all pretensions to that purity, 
which IS the brightest attribute of her sex, the prophetess fell from her 
proud pre-eminence, and became a mere debased, contaminated woman. 

When three days, and as many nights, had been consumed m this 
impure and libidinous intercourse, m what the Arabs tell us, was at this 
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A. H- XI. occasion were Abfl Obaidah, and Besheir the son of S4ud, already spoken 
A. D. 632. of ; the latter in particular, protesting that the circumstance which more 
Rouzut immediately promoted the advancement of Abh Bukker, was the general 
ussuffa. impression, that Ally was averse to engage in the cares and anxieties of 
government; an impression which he ascribed to his secluding himself so 
intirely from the expectations of the public, while employed in performing 
the last solemnities to the prophet’s memory. To this, Ally further 
observed, that they must have supposed him possessed of a very limited 
conception of the rules of ordinary decorum, and the calls of private grati- 
tude, if they thought him capable of forsaking the unbuned remains of his 
master and benefactor, in order to attend to any views of self interest or 
ambition, however urgent and seducing with other men. 

In this place Abh Bukker thought proper to put an end to the debate, by 
declaring that had he foreseen any contest or competition on the part 
of Ally, no inducement should have prevailed upon him to accept of a charge 
which to him presented but few attractions. But as he had now received 
the homage and acknowledgements of the whole community, he tiusted 
that Ally would not disappoint the just expectations of hjs fellow citizens, 
formed on the belief, that, with him, no sacrifice was too great to ensure 
his country’s good. At the same time, he assured him, that if he did not 
feel himself immediately disposed to give the necessary proofs of submission, 
he was not to consider himself under the smallest restraint , but that he 
was at perfect liberty to withdraw whenever he thought it proper. An 
intimation of which Ally immediately availed himself, quitting the assem- 
bly, without ^having bound himself under any obligation to submit to the 
authority of the new sovereign. 

On the other hand, there are not wanting those who have accused Ally 
of a precipitancy m his demonstrations of submission to Abfi Bukker, 
almost too ludicrous to repeat ; of so much eagerness and anxiety to do 
him homage, that he forgot some of the most necessary appurtenances of 
dress. At the same time, if we are to credit the testimony of one class of 
writers, he was prevailed on to the performance of this act of submission, 
at the expiration of forty days ; or of six months ; or, according to others, 
not until the death of Fatima had bereft him of his fairest plea to the 
succession. That he was on friendly terras with Abfi Bukker, in the com- 
mencemenjt of the year twelve, and had then, to all appearance, submitted 
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time denominated th6 garden of mercy, but, at a subsequent period, tho- 
garden of death, Shujia found, upon recollection, that it would be proper 
to rejoin her expectant followers, and she accordingly returned to her 
camp. The Arab chiefs, and Malek ben Nowairah, among others, on her 
reappearance, signified their desire to be made acquainted with the nature 
of what had passed during this secret interview with Mosseyleraah. She 
informed them, that she had found him, like herself, commissioned from 
above, and that, in obedience to the express mandates of hea\en, she had 
even consented to become his wife : but when she added, that she had 
thus contracted herself without any description of jOinture or marriage 
settlement ; they apprized her, that, to a woman of her dignify and 
assumptions, such an omission was to an extreme degree dishonorable, 
and that she was indispensably called upon to return to Mosseylemah, and 
demand one. Conscious of humiliation, she could' now submit to the 
dictates of her inferiors, and in compliance with their remonstrances, she 
posted back to Yemaumah, the gates of which, she had the mortification 
to find closed against hei ; Mosseylemah declining to hold any communica-- 
tion with her, but from the battlements. 

From thence, when lie understood the object of her unexpected visit, 
be coldly required that the person whom she usually employed to announce 
the hour of prayer might be directed to appear ; when, in a tone of im- 
perious authority, he commanded him to proclaim to his nation, that 
Mosseylemah, the apostle of God, had cancelled from their devotions two 
of the five diurnal periods of prayer allotted by Mahommedy namely, the 
earliest in the morning, and the latest m the evening ; and with no other 
reply to her application, she was constrained to return to her encampment.^ 
When she had, however, remained some days in the same position, 
Mosseylemah, intimidated by certain further indications of hostility on her 
part, was ultimately prevailed upon to place at her disposal by way of 
dower, one half the produce of the dates of Yemaumah, 

The Arab chiefs of her party, nevertheless, found it impossible to recon- 
cile the scandal of her interview with Mosseylemah, with those exalted 
professions of sanctity, which had hitherto attracted their respect ; and it 
was but a step further to discover, m its full extent, their error in forsak- 
ing their religion and tribes, to attach themselves to a woman so wretched 
and abandoned. In the dilemma to which they found themselves reduced. 
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to nrl.howlcclac nnthority, n pretty clear proof will be given by and by. 
One tiling !■=, linwcvor, bcNOiul dispute , iiotwitli'^l'anding the most tempt- 
im: iniportunitK to iireo liim, both during tin*; nnd tlic following reign, 
All% con';eiriniou‘'h :ib*>tanv d fioni troubling the repose of his country, 
In anv .Utt nipt to pro'^route the claim*; of per'onal ambition. Before he 
liadvet <;ubmittrd to Abu Hukker on the jire*;^^ oecasion, Abh SofTcynn, 
111 paviirul.ir. endeai cured to Simulate Ins pride, by demanding, if, with the 
romnion Icchngs of honornlile oniul.ition, he could tiimcli suflbr an ordi- 
nar\ indn idual ot tlu' rare of 'reineim, to exercise the so\crcign power, 
wluht he, hinwelf, would undert.d^e, in his hi half, to co\er the adjoining 
deserts with arniie'-. An <ifier, of which, with a magnanimity more 
fr(.f]uentl_\ ajiplauded than mutated, Ally declined to take adiantage, 
rather ihsdamfulh obsenmg, that the principles of the true faith did not 
^ot appear to ha\e banished that disposition to tuihulcnce, by w'hich, 
during the period of mridehty, he had made himself so remarkable. A 
reception so uiigracions, of .m ofier of scnicc so important, most piobably 
lendorcd Abu Soflc\an not the less accessihle to the adianccs of Abii 
Bukker and Omar, who, on mformaituii of h.s linsiilc intrigues, contrived 
to purclinsc his forbearance, In the promise of the yet unconquered 
goicrnnient of Damascus for his son Ye//id 

lAirv obstacle thus remo\ cd, Abu Bukker, a few days subsequent to 
the death of Mahommed may, therefore, be considered ns firmly seated 
in the goNcrnmcnt, under the title of the Khalcifah , representative or 
lieutenant, of the prophet of God, w'hich was the designation adopted by 
this prince, as most descriptive of the functions he thought himself called 
upon to dicliarge, and in which he publicly declared, he no longer ex- 
pected the obedience of Ins subjects, than lie was found to administer 
stiict and impaitial justice, m conformity to the sacred law of heaven, so 
lately reiealed among them. 

It has been already stated, that a considerable detachment, under As- 
saumah the son of Zeid, had been some time assembled, foi the purpose 
of an attack upon the Syrian territory, and the departure of wduch was 

* Legitimate or orthodox, Khaleifahs, — KhaliL — ^Lieutenants, or vicars. — ThefoUr im- 
mediate suce'essors of the prophet so distinguished. 
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Ihov con'=;iiUc(l on llic inenns of extricating thcmsches, and it was deter- A. H.XIf. 
mined on, as the only expedient to avert the approaehing vengeance of A. D. 633 . 
Ivhalcd, to make then peace with, and submit to the clemency of Abu Rouzut 
Bnkker \Vuli this deteimmation, they embraced the first opportunity of ussuffd. 
separating from the degraded bhnjia, and of dispersing to their several 
abodes Ol herself, the remainder of the story may be comprized in a 
ver\ few words On percen mg the destruction of her follow ers, she made 
the best of her way from Arabia, and cflbctcd her escape to Mossfile, 
accompanied by about four hundred of the natives of that place, wdio 
continued faithful to the last- and at a subsequent period, according to 
the testimony of some writers, she found it convenient to enrol herself 
among the more successful proscl}tcs of the Koran. 

hlalck the son of Nowairnh, the recorded friend of Omar, we have 
already had occasion to state to be one among those of the Arab 
chufs, whose destiny had led them to join the fortunes of Shujia; and he, 
like the rest of her associates, on the general separation; betook himself to 
a place of retirement, where the tics of friendship might, perhaps, have 
flattered him with no unreasonable hope, that the influence of an advocate 
so powerful as he possessed m Omar, would not be exerted in vain, to 
secure Ins pardon with Abu llukker. The sequel renders it necessary to 
add, that the w ife of Malek ben Now'airah, possessed such exquisite beauty, 
as to be the theme of admiration to the utmost limits of the country. 

When dispatched to reduce the refractory and apostate tribes to their 
obedience, Khaled w’as particularly enjoined, by the instructions of Abfl 
Bukker, to forbear from molesting those among whom, he was still able to 
distinguish the call to prayers. But even where this appeared to bfe 
intirely extinct, he w'as, as an indispensable preliminary, to invite them to 
embrace the law- of truth, and to the payment of the usual contributions ; 
on refusal to comply with which, he w-as then onljgand not before, to con- 
sider their property at his disposal, and their lives at the discretion of the^ 
sw'ord , m all w Inch, he w-as to be governed by such intelligence as should be 
conveyed to him, by the emissaries he w-as directed to employ for that 
purpose. 

Accordingly, when this inflexible soldier was assured of the dispersion 
which had taken place among the misguided adherents of Shujia, his spies 
proceeded to explore, and bring him advice of what indications of faith, or 
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A.H. XI. <^nly m.irdrd hy tlu' of th*’ prri[)brt A ^^rmpuioti^ rr::.-’rd 

A. n (5i'^ (nr i)m’ profjlH'r*. np'inory, mip<*lli (I Mii’iIldlJfr fo r%p^rl(tr iht innrcli 
lloii-iu of ilii*. <1< I.irliMU 111 , nl a jx rin<), u Ik ti it 1 iiov n, ill it lli*' mt? IIti,’rn^r 
u 'ud.u of In'. (Ic.illi li.ul ‘.pn ,ul npnsi(ir\ . rli ki. .tikI rr'.nh, iliroiiLrli (.’.rrv 

t'lirnrr ot Ar.iln.i To r\mri' Ins timlK r.ililx ri solution in tlin rt".p<’rr, ho 
ri'plu (I to tin. mnonslf.iiK't .. of Ihh pi, niU, ilu irnpriKi'' nrc of ( ni- 

phn iiip llic llnw « r of ill* Mf-'.'.l* m-' in fli*.! ml i xp‘ fhnon-. nt a rrnN, 

th.il they ''lioiihl prnni < fi lo i)k ir ih • tnmlioji, though, Wiinn.,' llu ir .'’h^{ nrc, 
lie should ht lorn to pu < * -> l»y Ifi'.is of po \ , 

'riu iii.irf h ftf this body ol troop-., \\ hn h, prrorfhnniv to.-il pl.iro, m Ob'" di- 
enre to the Ivlnihrs ordi rs, dor ^ not, hou i v i r, .ipp' ir to h i\ ' bt t n sif:^nah7# d 
1)\ any lliiiK^ ^\orth\ of parln id.ir n « ord Aft* r rommittin" s mu 
in the lcrnl<ir_N of an obnoMous trib< , ainl av* n^inu' th- fh'alh ofhi-. f.'thf r, 
on the \(rv spot ^'.btlh bad b* Indtl bis niartwdoni, As>atimdi, at the 
expiration of fort\ d i_\ r* tnriu *! to M« di tn ih. lint, nr* ordine to otln'r-., 
he reluriud from bu » spi dition, uitliont lun InMin,: n the fare* of. an 

ciK iny. ('ontr.iry, Imui \ • r, to nh.ni u u in yi in r.d ajipr* In nded, the 
liope'i of those u ho n\ en .nb t r-.** tt) tlu‘ prosju rity ot the m w religion, and 
^^ho, on the death ol Mahoinined, had com mid th.at the pouer of In'? 
disciples ^vonld be no loiij,'<'r lorinid.ible, utre not a little dinitnislicd, when 
tliey perceived that .an arnn, so ronsuler.ible ns th it vvlmli followed llic 
standard of Assanni.di, could be fo sjieedih erjiiipped at Medeinah for 
oflensivc and dist.uit warf.ire 

Isev ertliclcss, Ins ncci smon had not Ion? taken j»! ice, when the accumu- 
lated intelligence of aposiacy^ revolt, and imposture, winch Ain't Hiikkcr 
continued to receive from all quarters, compelled him to forego, for the 
present, all plans of foreign conquest and aggression, and to attend to the 
more imminent and emergent considerations of domestic and intcrnalsafot>. 

Assvvad, who had ai)osiati/cd and usurped the government of Yemen, on 
the demise of Razan the Persian, had already snUcred the punishment of 
his apostacy. On the v’cry day wdiich jirccedcd the death of the prophet, 
when he had enjoyed the fruits of his usurpation for about three months, 
he was cutoff, by three conspirators, introduced into his bedchamber, by 
the contrivance of his wife, the widow of Ins predecessor, whom, in an 
evil hour, he had selected to share his fortunes with him. This man, by 
a pretended skill in magic, and a dexterity in sleight of hand, which sur- 
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i passed the comprehension of the multitude, had succeeded in imposing, 
upon his followers, the notion that he Also was an inspired person. 

" Another of those impostors, who, by practicing on the credulity of the 
multitude, succeeded for a short time, in establishing the belief, that he 
was acting under the influence of divine revelation, was Thlleihah the son 
of Khheylud, the scene of whose impositions lay among the Benni Assud. 
But, as if the spirit of imposture had determined not to confine itself to 
either sex in particular, it seized upon Shujia,* a Christian woman of the 
tribe of Temeim, residing at Mossule, who, at this period, aspired to the 
honors of the prophec}", and disseminated the infection of her errors 
through a considerable part of Arabia. From none, however, of all these, 
was the early establishment of Mahommedanism threatened with more 
important consequences, than from the alarming progress of Mosseylemah ; 
•W'hose skill in the arts of delusion, was so abundantly successful in the 
temtory of Yemaumah, that, in a short space of time, he could number 
among his followers, one hundred thousand persons willing to shed their 
blood in defence of his doctrines. 

Against the former of these surviving impostors, T^illeihah the son of 
Kbheylud, and the tribe of Assud, in the early part of the twelfth year of the 
Hidjry, Abft Bukker prepared to lead his troops in person ; and he had 
proceeded with this view, to Zilkessah, one day’s journey from Medemah, 
when he was prevailed upon by the particular remonstrances of Ally, who 
is even said, on the occasion, to have seized the reins of his camel, to 
remain, as prudence, and the crisis of the times, appeared to require it, at 
the seat of government ; and to entrust the execution of these subordinate 
concerns to the bravery and skill of his captains. The fierce and intrepid 
Khaled was the person selected for this service, and he accordingly pro- 
ceeded, at the head of three thousand chosen soldiers, towards the territory 
of the Benni Assud, where, on the banks of a certain rivulet, the son of 
Khueylud, lay encamped. 

It is observable by the way, that while Mahomraed was living, this per- 
son had embraced the tenets of Isslaura, and had been admitted to enjoy 
the society of its founder. When he rejoined his tribe, he thought fit, 
notwithstanding, to abandon those tenets, and to constitute himself the 

* She IS by others denominated Sejauje, ' 
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In'; cruelty ;uul utter contempt of dcroruni, he had rendered himself so 
mtiroK unn ortin More c<;porinlh , since Ahu Ketaudah, m hose testimony 
m behalf of r.ben Now airah, had been ‘=0 arrog-antly rejected, had then 
solcmnlv ‘;\\orn, never to borve again under the authority of Khaled, vv'hose 
oonlumaev in putting tliib person to death, and immediately transferring- 
the widow to his own hed, must have equally excited the detestation and 
di'^eusi of overs jusi and honorable man. Unmoved by cither the com- 
plaints or arguments of Omar, Abvi Bukker desired that he would be more 
pparimr in his censures, and less ardent in his expectations of the super- 
session of Ivh.Med , because the reasons must be of a most forcible complex- 
ion that could induec him to return to the scabbard, the sxcord which 
God himself had drawn against the infidels. lie was, notwithstanding, 
ultimately prevailed upon by the urgent and repeated importunities of 
Omar, to dispatch his messengers to require the immediate presence of 
Khaled at Modeiuah, to account for his conduct with regard toMalek the 
son of Kowairah. 

In obedience to this summons, Khaled set ofl' without loss of time for 
Jiledeinah, and had arrived within a short distance of that city, when it 
occurred to him, that there could be no impropriety in his making use of 
some expedient in order to secure a private audience w’lth Abh Bukker, 
This expedient was no other than to send on, a present of two dinaurs* of 
gold to theKhahl''s porter or chamberlain, with a request, that when at a 
proper opportunity Khaled should come for admission, no other should be 
allowed to enter with him. The porter accepted of the present, and 
engaged to conduct himself in the manner he was required to do , thus 
affording, our historian remarks, the first instance of corruption recorded 
111 the annals of Mahommedanisra. 

Khaled was accordingly making the best of his w’ay to the mansion of 
Abu Bukker, when, from the gate of an adjoining mosque, Omar, the very 
person whom he most wished to avoid, made his egress, and immediately 
accosted him in terms not very conciliatory, having first seized, and broke 
to pieces, a couple of arrows, which, as was then the custom of the Arabian 
W’arriors, Killed wore in his turban ; then continuing to revile him in a 

* The dinaur has been differently estimated, from the value of five shillings to that of thir- 
teen and si\-pence. According to f enslitab, it was equivalent to two rupees^ about five 
sbilbngs. 
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A.H. Xir, prophet, nnd fr.imcr nf a new religion. Neither docs it appear tlint he 
A.D>()33. eipenenced any great diihcidt^' in carrying his plans into execution ; for 
Kouzut by pioposing to relieve such as might be disposed to embrace His doctrines, 
ussufla. from the obligations of fasting and pra}er, and to admit the practice of 
usury forbidden to the hlahommedans, with other similar indulgenreSj 
he pievailed upon the whole of the T3eniii Assud to believe, that he was 
inspired from above: and the Benin Ferauzah, and numbers more of the 
apostate Arabs uniting with them m the belief of his prophetic mission^ 
bis party, about the period of Mahommed’s decease, had acquiied consi- 
derable strength and reputation. 

AFhen Rhalcd had apprOaclied within a convenient distance of his camp^ 
he endeavouied, in compliance with the general instructions reccncd from 
Abb Bukker, to admonish the insurgent from his hostile designs, or at 
least to iccede fioni his absuid and imjnous pretensions; without, ho^\e^er, 
producing any eflecL * and both sides, accordingly, prepared for battlcj 
On this occasion the right uing of Khalcd’s tioops was commanded by 
Aaddi, one of the sons of the beneficent and liberal Ilautem 'I'ai. 

Tfilleihah, on his part, while his followers disposed themselves svv'oicl 
m hand, to establish his claims to divine authoiit)^ retired to a secure spot, 
and, muffled up m his cloak, put on the appearance ot awaiting the descent 
of inspiration. In these circumstances, while the combatants were engaged, 
and when he had, for a third time, been applied to, by Ayniah the sort 
of Husseyne, one of the chiefs of his party, to know whether he had j^et 
received any communication from tlie angel Gabriel, he was at last con- 
strained to affirm that he had been favored with such communication ; the 
purport of which, as explained by subsequent wnteis, appears to be this i 
that his hopes, and those of Khaled, did not hitherto seem to coincide ; 
and that matteis were so circumstanced belwiJ>.t them, that he should nevei* 
be able to forget.’^ Upon this contemptible ambiguity, Ayniah, With 
equal rage and disdain, observed to the impostor, with an oath, that there 
was indeed a circumstance at hand, of which //e, at all ev’^erits, Was not 
likely to lose the remembrance. Then turning to the people of Ins tribe, 
be told them they weie not to eXpeCl any thing but falsehoods from this 
base impostor, and if they w'^ould be advised by him, they Would leav’^e him 
to his fate, and consUlt their safety by a timelj’- r'etieat , and he fotthwltk 
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A. H. XK* strain of bitter reproacb for the cruel assassination ofMalekben Nowaifahj 
A. D. 633. and his shameless breach of national decorum in the seizure of the widow, 
" Romzut be openly avowed his determination to see him stoned to death. To all 
aissuffa. which, KhMed, conceiving that lie had equally incurred the resentment 
and displeasure of Abb Buklcer, made not the smallest reply ; and in this 
manner, galled by the reproaches and menaces of Omar, he reached the 
entrance of Abh Bukker’s mansion, to which the porter gave him immedi- 
ate admission , at the same time, placing his hand on Omar’s breast, he 
told him that he had received orders to admit none but Khaled. Omar 
recollecting the respect which was due to the sacred residence of the 
prophet’s successor, forbore to make use of importunities, and withdrew, 
striking his hands together, and expressing at the same time his pei-suasion 
and regret, that the blood of his friend should have been thus shed without 
the prospect of that just retaliation, .which he had so anxiously sought 
to obtain. 

On the other hand, Khaled, on entering the presence of Abh Bukkef 
was sternly asked, if he was not the murderer of one of the faithful, and 
the violator of the sacred sanctuary of the X'laram, in espousing his widow ? 
A question which Khaled aukwardly evaded, by demanding, on his pari, 
whether the Khalif was not present, when the appellation of the sword of 
God was bestowed upon him by their prophet. Abb Bukker having 
replied in the affirmative, Khffied proceeded to demand whether then the 
sword of the Almighty was destined to fall lightly, or innocuouslj'^, on the 
neck of the infidel only, and the hypocrite ^ The Khalif, in his further reply, 
having expressed himself in a manner which indicated the contrary, and 
otherwise implied that the conduct of Khaled had been explained to his 
satisfaction, the latter withdiew from his presence, in no small degiee 
elated with the result of his visit ; and again observing Omar seated at the 
entrance of the mosque, watching his departure, he now called to him in 
a voice of contempt and defiance, and by the name of left handed dotard, 
dared him to come near ; from all w'hich, concluding ^ that he had justified 
his conduct, and had been restored to the favor of Abfi Bukkei, Omar 
thought proper to postpone his resentment until an opportunity should 
occur for its moie effectual gratification. 

Having thus successfully vindicated himself against the accusations of 
hzs enemies, the resources of courage and skill, which Khaled is by all 
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llicm ihr c\am])le, by immediately qnitimc; the field of battle,' followed 
b\ till’ whole of the Beiini I'erau/ali governed by Ins mfluence. 

Aerording to others, after several uiisiicccssfnl assaults upon the troops 
of Khaled, AMiiah was on his retreat fiom the field when accosted by 
Tulleihah, who demanded whither he was posting to ^ In reply to which, 
lie said, that he and his people had aeqnittccl themselves of their share; 
and that it was now his time to apply to Ins friend the archangel, to take 
//o hands ft om hn hosom, and bear some part m the danger and fatigue of 
the conflict 

If these minute and ludicrous particulars furnish either instruction or 
information, it is, that the same disgustful uinformily pervades the tale of 
li\ pocrisy and imposture in e\ery age and every climate, and in an age of 
doubt and iiifuli ht\, it is, however, some consolation to reflect, that whilst 
aiiiontr the \ulgar mass of inankiiid there still remains an ample portion of 
folh and credulity, the rate of impostors has been almost, if not mtirely, 
proscribed, b> the progress of reason and research, m the greater part of 
the world. 

The defection of this man, with Ins numerous follow'ers, so materially 
weakened the ranks of the eneniv, that KlnMcd, without great difficulty, 
pierced through the remainder, whom he soon compelled to quit the field 
m disma}' , and their leader, perceiving that fortune had decided for the 
superior valor of his antagonist, also betook himself to flight, directing his 
course towards Syria. He w’as pursued, overtaken, and again defeated m 
the Waudi, or desert of Azraub, by Khaled, but finally succeeded m gain- 
ing the Syrian territory, wdiere he threw’ himself under the protection of the 
chiefs oftheBenm Ghassan. At a subsequent period he is said to have 
renounced his errors, and returned to the profession of the Maliommedaiy 
belief. 

Of some other minor impostors and adventurers, who took advantage of 
the disorder of the times, to aspire at independence, and w'eie at this same 
period chastized by the sw'ord of Khaled, the particulars are neither impor- 
tant nor interesting, and may, therefore, be easily dispensed with. Of one 
of these, however, an apostate of the name otNedjauh, the offences must; 
have been peculiarly atrocious, to have awakened a spmt of severity la 
the mild and merciful Abfi Bukker, by whose orders he w’as burnt ta 
death, whilst others^ on recantation, were received to pardon ^ 
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parties acknowledged to have possessed in a v6ry eminent' degree, were 
next employed to put a termination to the aspiring and dangerous designs 
Pf Mosseylemah , against whom, it would appear, the Khalif conceived it 
expedient to call forth, on this occasion, the flower of the disciples of Iss- 
laum. Khaled hastened to rejoin the army^ which, after the necessary 
equipments had been completed, he led accordingly straight towards 
Yemaumah, the division of the Ansaur being consigned to the direction of 
Thaubut the son of Keyss, and that of the Mohaujer to Abfl Khozzaifah 
the son of Attebah, and Zeid the son ofKhettaub, the brother of Omar. 

During the march, a small detachment of the people of Yemaumah, in 
pursuit of one of their fellow citizens who had been guilty of murder, fell, 
when they least expected such a misfortune, into the hands of Khiled’s 
troops, and on being interrogated by that general, as to the articles of their 
creed, answering without reserve that, like the followers of Mahommed, 
they also had their prophet, Khaled, with as little ceremony, gave orders 
to cut all their throats. When, in the course of execution, it came to the 
turn of Sauriah the son of Aumar, and MiSijaia the son of Meraurah, both 
of them of the most distinguished rank in Yemaumah, the former addressed 
himself to Khaled, and advised him, if he was desirous of ensuring success 
to the enterprise m tvhich he was engaged, to spare the life of Mfljaia : 
an admonition which appears to have been given on grounds so solid, that 
Khaled suspended the execution of both these persons, who were thus 
seasonably rescued from the fate of their companions. After this, the 
Mosslems continued their march to Abazir, a village in the terntorj^ of 
Yemaumah, where Khaled encamped for the present , determined to con- 
duct his operations against an adversary so formidable as Mosseylemah was 
now become in this part of Arabia m particular, on the strictest maxims 
of prudence and circumspection. 

Such indeed, through the concurrence of a varietv of circumstances, 
was the power to which the impostor had raised himself, that more than 
ordinary precautions were perhaps indispensible , a force of not less than 
forty thousand fighting men being stated to have been at this period 
assembled beneath Ins standard But among the causes which contributed 
most materially to promote his views and ascendancy m this province, is 
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. H.XII. The success, which, in her scheme of imposifion, for a time, attended 
A. D. 633 . Shujia, may, perhaps, entitle her story to a more extensive range m this 
Rouzut narrative. She was, as hath been alieady mentioned, a Christian, butofex- 
ussufFa, traordmary talents and eloquence of speech. Deeply skilled m the sacred 
mysteries of her religion, an aspiring ambition had long prompted her to usurp 
the prophetic character, but the well established fame ofMahommed had de- 
terred her from the attempt while he was living. His death, however, seemed 
at once to dispel her apprehensions, and give free scope to her ambitious 
views. Without further embarrassment, she accordingly announced her- 
self a prophetess ; commenced her string of rhapsodies, and uttered them 
in rhyme, professing that these distempered effusions Were inspired from 
above. In these, however, she is said to have enjoined fastingand prayer; 
alms and purification ; but, to the utter abomination of every disciple of 
Mahomraed, to have warranted the use of wine, and of hog^s flesh. In 
the mean time, be the nature of her doctrines what it may, the whole 
of the Benni Thauleb yielded to the delusions which she put in practice, 
and embraced them. 

Encouraged, therefore, by these early proofs of success, she proceeded 
to circulate throughout Arabia, letters, inviting the<difierent tribes to sub- 
scribe to that scheme of faith which she proposed for their adoption ; 
which letters were universally received with a sentiment so favorable, that 
vast numbers, from all parts of the peninsula, hastened to enrol themselves 
in the list of her followers, and procured for her such an acquisition of 
strength and renown, as to render her not a little formidable to the sur- 
rounding chieftains. Among others, whom she successlully assailed in 
this way, was the chief of the Benni Temeim, Malek the son of Nowairah, 
whose alleged want of sagacity, or natural imbecility of mind, was such, 
that, though the intimate friend of Omar, that most zealous of believers, 
he could submit to exchange the pure principles of Isslaura, for the new 
formed and ill-established maxims of this artfuland ingenious female. The 
Benni Rebbaut, however, one of the neighbouring tribes, having resisted 
all her endeavors, to seduce them, she impiously forged a message flora 
heaven for their extermination , and having thus attached the seal of 
blood to her imposture, the chiefs who had bound themselves to share her 
destiny, after representing the magnitude of the enterpnze, in which they 
were embarked, and the dangers with whicli they were surrounded, proposed 
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A. H. Xir. more particularly mentioned the testimony, however false, which was 
A.D. 633. borne to the nature of his character and mission, by a certain indnidual, 
Rouzut to whom the Arabian writers ha\e agreed to assign the denomination of 
yssufffi. Nihaur urrudjaul. This personage, like many others of his time, had 
sought and obtained an introduction to Mahommed, during his abode at 
Medeinah, had embraced his doctrines, and been by him particularly 
instiuctedin the mysteries of that chapter in the Koran, which was after- 
w'ards called theShrut ulbakkerah.^ Returning, however, toYemaumah, 
he abjured those doctrines w'lth the same facility as that with which he had 
embraced them ; and attaching himself to the fortunes of Mosseylemah, 
was enrolled amongst the most confidential of his friends. 

In conformity with the instructions of Ins new master, he proceeded to 
circulate in the different quarters of Yemaumah, that, in his presence, 
Mahommed had expressly acknowledged Mosseylemah to be his equal and 
associate in all the functions of his divine mission. And such testimony 
confirmed by that of Mohokkem Ben Teffeil, was received with so much 
deference, by the most distinguished among the Benni Khozzaifah, that 
they assented without hesitation, to the truth of w'hat it was intended to 
establish; and Mosseylemah nas accordingly received as the prophet 
ordained by heaven for their instiuction and reformation. In imitation of 
Mahommed, and on the same pretence of communicating to them some 
portion of that abundant virtue with which he was supposed to be endued, 
he was persuaded by the same Nihaur urrudjaul, to lay his hands upon 
the heads of children, and to introduce his fingers into their mouths. 
After his death, we are however assured, that all those on w'hom this 
imposition had been practiced, became without an exception, either bald- 
headed, or stammerers in their speech. 

But to resume our narration. On the approach of Khaled, the chief 
persons of Yemaumah were called together by Mohokkem ul TefiTeii 
g.Iready mentioned, and by him assured that the fury of these remorseless 
invaders was about to be directed to the demolition of their towns and 
temples, and to the destruction and violation of all they held either dear 
or sacred : neither did he pretend to disguise from them the nature of the 
. enemy with whom they were to contend. He told them, that in defence 
of their country, they must be prepared to combat with men, to whom 

^ The chapter of the red heifer.— The 2nd of the Kor^. 
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A short time subsequent to tlie reduction- of Yemaumab, Kbaled was 
directed to conduct the troops of his command into Arabian Irak, and the 
territory stretching towaids the lower tigris. And in that quarter he was, 
accordingly, employed in extending the dominion of the Koran, by the 
most rapid and splendid successes, when suddenly recalled by another 
mandate from Abb Bukker, to lake charge of the expedition which was 
proceeding towards Damascus. Extremely mortified at an arrangement, 
which seemed designed for the sole purpose of checking him in his career 
ofolor}, Khaled ascribed this also, to the ever wakeful jealousy of Omar, 
\^ho could not, as he said, brook the idea, that the metropolis of the 
Persian monarchy should be subjugated by his means. Yet, he determined 
to make a merit of his obedience to the orders of his sovereign, and though 
the inestimable spoils of ISIedaein'*^ had been already devoured in his ima- 
gination, he consented to consign them to the fortunes of another, and 
bent his march for S> ria , where his victories contributed to render him as 
memorable, as his attention to the Avellare of the just and good, appears to 
have entitled him in this place to the favorable recoid of history. 

After slightly touching on subordinate events, the narrative conveys us 
at length to the termination of this reign. In the fourth month ot the 
third year of his government, the meek and virtuous Abu Bukker, was 
seized with a fit of illness ; in the progress of Inch, perceiving that recovery 
was hopeless, he undertook to exercise a prerogative, of which, with all 
the advantages to be derived from a character so sacred, his prophetic 
master, scrupled to a\ ail himself; that of appointing a successor. How- 
ever, in tracing the steps which the d^ing Kbalif pursued in the accom- 
plishment of this object, we shall perhaps be excused, if, from tlie 
histoiian’s usual exuberant variety, we endeavour to select that statement, 
w’hich in his o\\ n opinion, appears to bear the fairest marks of authenticity, 
Ha\ing, in the first place, pretty clearly indicated the person on whom 
Ins choice would fall, by directing Omar to discharge the duties of the 
Iiuaumut,-|- he sent, when his disorder had reached its crisis, for Othman 
the son of Ouflfan, to whom, in the form of a will, he proceeded to dictate 
as follows , Khaleifah aftej Ahri Bukker” but here either fainting awaj’’, 
or his resolution failing him, Othman, of himself, after a considerable pause, 
inserted the words, Omar.” Abu Bukker,recovering himself, asked for 

* Ctesiphon, The Sacerdotal duties. 
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A. H. XII. tbeir valor. To him succeeded in the perilous exhibition, the gallant 
A. D- 633, Aumar Yausser, a name much celebrated in these early times ; he was 
Rouzut desperately wounded, and reluctantly compelled to withdraw to his station 

ussufFa. In the line of battle. Next succeeded Hareth, the son of Hushaum ul 

Mukhzhmi, and Zeid the son of Khettaub ; the latter of whom, after hav- 
ing killed five of the enemjr’s principal captains, was at last mortally 
wounded, and fell covered with glory. Abfi Khozzaifah, the standard 
bearer of the Mohaiijer, was also one of the martyrs of this fatal day, 
together with about three hundred others of the most zealous partizans of 
the truths of the Mahommedan faith. The bulk of those who now fell 
was indeed of a rank so conspicuous and distinguished, that the Mosslenis 
were thrown into the utmost confusion ; and terror stricken at the loss of 
their leaders a great part of them quitted the^field in dismay. 

The enemy flushed with victory, pursued the fugitives to the very tents 
of Khaled, which, in their fur}', they proceeded to cut to pieces.. Here, 
discovering the widow of Malek, the son of Nowairah, recently espoused 
by Khaled, they were about to pul her to death, but withheld from their 
cruel design by the timely interposition of Mfijaia the Yemaumite, con^ 
fined in the same tents , and by his assurances, that at the hands of this 
defenceless female, he had not experienced aught but repeated proofs of 
kindness and hospitality. This success on their part was, however, but 
of short duration. The avenging fury of Khaled pressed hard upon theiF 
footsteps, wrested from the rash intruders their half acquired victory, and 
drove them from his camp. Nevertheless, the battle continued to rage with 
undecided fortune, until night came on, and for the present put an. end to- 
the conflict , without, however, affording much repose to the exhausted 
combatants The hostile armies, each apprehensive of an attack from the 
other, during this interval of obscurity, and anxious for the fate of the 
ensuing day, without quitting their arms, and with the bridles of tlieir 
horses in hand, fearfully watched the approach of morning. 

Next day, and probably presuming on the partial advantages of the 
preceding, the foremost to.provoke and renew the battle, was Mohokkem 
ul Teffeil, the leader in Mosseylemah’s councils, and the lieutenant 
general of his armies. Vaunting his own praises, and the transcendant 
virtues of his patron, and the adherents of his cause, he advanced, in an 
attitude of proud defiance to tlie front of Khaled’s line, and was there 
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'A. H. XIII. the paper, and observing the name wldcli had -been inserted, '^le demanded 
JV.D. 634. by ^\hom, and Otliman acknowledging what die had done, the Khahf 
"pvoiiztit testified his approbation ; adding, that, for his part, he should have been 
nssufFa. equally satisfied, if, instead of Omar’s name, he had even substituted his 
own. All}', who, with many more of the chiefs of his court, was present 
on the occasion, here interposed, affirming, that he should acknowledge no 
'Other Khahf than Omar. 'On which. Abb Bukker, apparently surprised 
at this fresh instance of self denial in the son of Abutauleb, lavished upon 
him, every expression of applause and ‘benediction , confessing that he was 
indeed a prince in the most exalted sense of thb w'ord, iihilst they were 
the mere agents ofhis pow'er. And, in the high flown strain ol the orien- 
tals, that, as far as the twinkling lustre of the stars in the firmament was 
eclipsed by the transcending radiance of the full moon, so far nere their 
feeble pretensions obscured by the brighter ‘Splendor of his virtues. After 
all this, he proceeded, notwithstanding:, to declare that he had appointed 
Omar to be the prophet’s successor, and their sovereign, from a sincere 
conviction of the advantages, both civil and rehcious, to be denved to the 
state, from the eminent skill and ability with which he \tas so peculiarly 
qualified to govern. 

Previous to this public promulga’uon of his will, the chiefs who were 
assembled round his pillow', had most of them entertained an opinion, that 
Ahft Bukker was disposed to bequeath tl.e succession in favor of 'rdhab, 
from a consideration ofconsanguimt}', altl'migh to the prejiidiceand exclusion 
■of his o\\n sons. And Telhab is, himself, said to have indulged such an 
expectation. Under this impression of disappointment, it is not to he 
wondered at, that he sliould have united with those w'ho now’ strenuously 
<hsappro\ed of the nomination of Omar, and m the most forcible language, 
called upon Abu Bukker, as he held himself responsible to tliat l)cmg who 
is above all Eovcicigns, for the condition in which -he left the people 
entrusted to his government, to roconGider his arrangement. 

Hero again, w e find .‘Mlv’ interposing for a second time, and drelaring 
to Tt.lh..h, hi‘> fixed cletennmation to submit to none hut Omar, than 
V horn, at the present crisis, he considered noothri (omjietent tolhe.irdn- 
ou^ Usk III gnv ernnient I It further assured Abu Bukker, that }n'> .irr.iiigc- 
raoiil of the vucot-sion was ])erfectly satisfaclorv , that he slunild e;er 
bra' V' rut'";'- t(> luc brut v oh nt sohcituflc evinced m hi^ whole ■^onclufh 
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transfixed by the lance of Thaiibut the son of Keyss, the Ansaur, whona few 
surpassed in courage and military glory. At the same time, the death of 
this person has, by other writers, been indifferently ascribed, both to 
Berrai the son of Malek, and Abdurraihman the son of Abh Bukker, after 
the troops of Mosseylemah had been driven with such fatal slaughter into 
the garden near Yemaumah, as will presently be seen. The object of 
relating events with these occasional variations, being, according to our 
author in this place, to guard as much as possible against the charge of 
defect of information on one hand, and partiality of statement in the other, 
which the disingenuous, the illiberal and the envious, might probably be 
on the watch to bring against him . an apprehension which appears to be 
eternally before his eyes , and which, if any were sufficient, might be 
extended with equal propriety, as an apology for the endless digression 
and discrepance, with which the attention of the reader is perpetually per- 
plexed and fatigued, in this and almost every other work of oriental history. 

Conformably to such a plan, our author proceeds to relate, that after 
haviug slam Mohokkera ul Teffeil, the son of Keyss continued to assail 
the enemy as they dared to offer themselves, in all dnections, until he 
also fell a martyr to his zeal and fidelity. In the same career of achieve- 
ment and martyrdom, he was followed by Saeyb the son ofUlahaum, the 
brother of Zobair. And it was now that Berrai the sun of Malek, of whom 
more hereafter, became conspicuous to both armies, by the rapidity of his 
assaults, and the eagerness with which besought and engaged his antagon- 
ists But the exertions of individual prowess, proved as yet unavailing 
against the pressure of superior numbers led on by no contemptible share 
of enthusiasm and valor Transported to a degree of fury almost 
ungovernable, the enemy made at last so resolute and effectual a charge, 
that the Mosslems, incapable of resisting the torrent, were compelled to 
give way Khaled alone, unmoved and unappalled, still continued by his 
voice and example, to animate, and recal to a sense of shame and duty, 
his dismayed and broken squadrons, whom he finally prevailed upon, 
though this was not accomplished without repeated shocks, to regain the 
ground from which they had been driven. The exertions of bis general 
were gallantly seconded by Abb De]aunah, whose remonstrances brought 
a body of the fugitives to unite with him m breaking through the columns 
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for tbc wcJfnrc of his suhircls ; nnd he trusted, he sliould finally receive 
from the ju'^ticr of a riglitcoiis creator, the glorious reward of his virtues. 
Tims did AIlv, hv a virtual abdication of liis claims, and an express 
ackuow ledgcincnt of those of his rival, furnish a sufiicient refutation to 
nnv ar^muenls, which at a future period might he resorted to, in support 
of his pretensions , at least so far as they could be urged in prejudice to 
the succt's'sion of Omar. 

The chiefs had now retired, and Ayaishah, the prophet’s widow, enter- 
ing from hehmd the hangings which sepanitcd the apartment, had 
composed her father to rest, when he was again disturbed by the violent 
clamor at his door. One of her brothers was desired to acquaint himself 
with the cause, and the dviiig prince was informed, that the friends and 
companions of Mahommed requested an interview. On their admission, 
thej n*:‘-igncd ns a reason for this intrusion, the intelligence which was 
gone abroad, of his having made a disposition of the government in favor 
of Omar; a man whom they ventured to pronounce, from the austerity 
of his temper, and the harshness of his manners, totally unfit for the charge, 
Tliey, ihcrcforc, demanded of Ahh Bukker, with this conviction on his 
mmd, what sort of reply he could presume to make, when the supreme 
judge of the universe should require his reasons for this last act of his life. 

Avaishah, from whose relation these facts were derived, proceeds to 
state, that her father, upon a remonstrance so little ceremonious, could 
not contain himself from exhibiting the strongest marks of indignation;, 
but when his anger had been in some measure appeased, he observed to 
his visitors, that since they had thought fit to threaten him with the strict- 
ness of that account, which he would be called upon to render to his 
creator, he could venture to assure them, that hcAvas not unprepared to 
meet the inquiry ; for he could, with a peaceful conscience aver, that the 
person whom he had chosen to guard the welfare of his people, w'hen he 
was no more, was a man, m whose breast the will of his maker would ever 
prev'ail over the capricious fancies of mortality ; and in^ w’hose mmd the 
meaner gratifications of self, would always give way to the interests and 
happiness of those consigned to his care. In short, Abfi Bukker expatiated 
so persuasivelj', and m the sequel, with a conviction so irresistible, on the 
numerous excellencies of Omar’s character, that he finally extorted from 
the intruders, the warmest expressions of veneration and gratitude, for his- 
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H. p3. of ii«e enemy, whose presumption derived from superiority of number only 

A, D. taught^ them to chastise# 

■ Kevertheles> die generous .efforts of the followers ^ IMosse^ lemah u ere 

ussufFa. not Oi a complexion be easily overcome. Not less tlnm twenty different 
times, was the field alteri^ately lost and won by the contending parties m 
the course of the day. Such indeed was ^he fieiceness and obstinacy of 
their assaults, that one of the Ansaur, who filled a conspicuous place m 
the action, is compelled to acknowledge, that if tt?e most signal and shame- 
ful defeat did not this day befal the disciples of Isslaoi, it was rather to be 
ascribed to the singular favor of divine providence, and the irrevctable 
decrees of destiny, than to an} claims of superior valor. 

Perceivuiir that this conflict, the most severe and arduous in w’hich, 
from his own confession, he had ever been engaged, had already proved 
fatal beyond all precedent, to the bra\est of the prophet’s companions; 
Khaled was no longer disposed to doubt, that the blood of Mossc}letnah 
could alone decide the victorv, or extinguish the fury of the combatants. 
He theri fore redoubled his exertions to inspire his troops with ardor, he 
urged them by e\er\ consuloratton of honor, of lo}aIty, and of safety, w'lth 
one more simultaneous efibri, to ihros\ ihcmseK es amongst the enemy ; 
and the impulse was perhaps sii< ii as to suipass Ins utmost expectations. 
De\oting themsches to death, and led on by the veterans of the field of 
Beeler, and man} another hard contested field, the soldiers of KhiMed were 
no longer resistible. The troops of iMnsso} lemah turned tlieir barks iii 
dismay , and Mohokkem u! Teffeil, w ho, notw nhstanding foiiner state merits, 
a})j)t'ars to havestill sur\ iv cd, obbcrv mg the confusion to be irretricveahle, 
cried out to tlic disordered multitude, “ to make for the iraid'm iiidi- 
catm '4 tile earden of tlic merciful, or as it was subsequently dtmoinmated, 
the of <ha(h^ under the walls GrYemauniah , wlmh h,Wl pioli.ihly 

1), I'll fiM d upon, ns a place of retreat, in Case of d. master. 'I'lie fegitres 
( roiiib (1 round the person ofMo-so’, If mail, and u ith lnni,nccor(lni/l', , made 
lilt hi ->1 fif tiiiir V. av to tlii'. uardfii, the irati's of u Inch the} irniiK iliatf ly 
< , UM d, rm! und.r cover of lU walls, prf[»arrd to resist tin ir hf n n 
d lit” 

i.. \ tor” f' >'! n* rd in r!o=c a.r! c i^er piirsmi . and Ir rr.u tin son of 
, V. 'ui t, ' 1 . n U' 1\ r« ndf’-i (I liinr If I’l this 1) ittli .is f on-pe no'; 

i' i!> /-t d’ dll , < ov ardiC" , aid th-' mo t d.^tmeir led ji’O'ols 
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A.H. XIIL unceasing attention to their welfare; for that discernment, which to 
A. D 634, last, he had displayed, in consigning them to the governance of such 
Rouzut transcendent merit ; and expressing, as they took their leave, their intire 
ussuflfa. assent to the choice which he had made of a successor. From all which, we 
might be disposed to conceive that the eloquence of Abh Bukker was of 
a nature so powerful, as to extinguish the most fiery resolutions and ani- 
mosities ; and to transfuse into the hearts of his auditors in their stead, the 
most favorable impressions of that measure, which he was determined to 
prefer. 

Having dismissed his visitors, Abh Bukker now" sent for Omar, and 
apprized him of the disposition which he had made in his favor. ■■ It should 
have been previously noticed, that when the matter was first proposed to 
him, Omar had affected a total indifference for sovereign power, professing 
that, the Khelaufut never was within the scope of his wishes: but Abu 
Bukker, insisting that there needed the supermtendance of his firm and 
inflexible spirit, to give stability and lustre to the throne, he pretended to 
yield a reluctant assent. And his friend proceeding to furnish him with 
such instructions, as he conceived best calculated for the regulation of his 
conduct, with an assurance, that according to the degree of fidelity, with 
winch he adhered to them, would be the fortitude with which he would 
be able to encounter the terrors of death and dissolution, he formally 
accepted of the solemn trust; and promised, by the most scrupulous obser- 
vance to attest his faithful regard for the precepts of his venerable admoni- 
tor, which should, as he said, be forever engraven on his heart. 

After thus providing to the best of his judgment, for the piosperity and 
repose of his government, Abfi Bukker devoted the fleeting remains of life, 
to considerations of a more domestic nature. Meek and modest, pious and 
humble beyond his contemporaries, the first of the successors of Maliom- 
med, in his vest of woollen, a pattern of simplicity and frugality to the 
people whom he governed, had but few private arrangements to emb.irrass 
his last moments. He only rerpiested, that his daughter Ayaishah, would 
be responsible for the payment of the very trifling debt of a few dirhems, 
Minch he expressed his anxiety to discharge. He then desired, that when 
thcaMful e\entshould liare taken place, from which no created being vas 
exempted, his bod> should be conveyed to the entrance of the piophet’s 
sepulchre, v\ here it should be announced that Abu Bukker was at the gate. 
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5 :aMantn', cilling upon his assocmtes to throw him into the garden ; they a.H XII 
raised him to ihc paiapet of the wall, from w'hence he cast himself into A. D^Gss. 
the inch sure , and by further cQbrts of a courage amounting to despera- Houzut 

tion, he so terrified that part of the enemy entiusted w'lth the defence of ussuifa. 

the gates, that the Mosslems succeeded in forcing them open. The con- 
flu t was now’ renewed with undiminislied fury and multiplied slaughter, 
hlohokkem ul Tefleil, to the last moment bia\ely animating his compan- 
ions to repel the assailants, here fell, transfix'ed by an arrow’ from the hand 
of Abdurraihman the son of Abii 13ukker, although his death is, by others, 
ascribed to llerrai the son of hlalek, with what degree of justiee it W’ould' 
be immaterial to discuss It w ill be more important and interesting to 
accompany Mos'^cn lemah himself, as far as we are enabled to trace him, 
to the concluding scene of life and ambition. 

It becomes necessary to remaik in this place, that Hamzah the son of 
Abdul Mullub, the much beloved uncle of Mahommed, and one of the 
most illustrious in the catalogue of the martyrs of his faith, w'as one of 
those who fell in the fatal battle ofOhud and the person by whose hand 
he fell, IS generally acknowledged to have been Waliashi or Wahausha f 
This man relates of himself, that some time subsequent to that event, he 
repaired to Medemah, was permitted to visit the prophet, and embraced 
the tenets of Isslam : but as his presence must have been extremely 
obnoxious, haMng embrued his hands in the blood of his dearest friend, 
he WMS seldom, if ever afterw^ards, permitted to share in his society, 
although suffered to In e unmolested in the towm. After the accession of 
jkbh Oukker, and at the period they were advancing towards 'Y'emaumali 
he armed himself w'lth the same spear w’hich had been fatal to the gallant 
Hamzah, and joined the troops of Khaled. 

When Mosseylemah and his surviving follow’ers, had been driven into 
the garden of death, Wahashi entered that scene of carnage, together 

* This batde, m which the prophet wth seven hundred men, was defeated with consi- 
derable loss, by Abh SofFeyan, and three tnousand of the people of Mekkah, principally 
through the acUvity aud intelligence of Khaled, then an infidel, w'as fought near the hill of 
Ohud not far from Medemah, on the 15th of the month of Shavaul, in the third year of the 
Hidjera. It is well know n that Hinda the wife of Abfi Soffeyan, and mother of Mauweiah, 
is stated, uith savage ferocity to ha\e devoured the heart of Hamzah, the martyr alluded 
to in the text. 


t. An Ethiopian or Abyssinian slav^. 
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fttid besought permi‘;slon to be Imd by tbe side of his mnstcr ; he added at 
the same time, tliat if th6 request was favorably received, the gates of the 
sepulchre would be thrown spontaneous!}' open. 

He expired shortly afterward'^, amidst the tears and lamentations of a 
sorrowing family, and to tJic sincere and lasting regret of all the inhabitants 
of Mcdeinah, by whom, in common with his other subjects, he appears 
to ha\c been deservedly respected and beloved. He was buried, in con- 
currence with his dying instructions, by the side of the prophet; that 
circumstance having exactly t ikcn place, to denote permission, of wdiich he 
had forewarned his family, and which it could not be attended wnth any 
considerable difficulty to provide for. This event took place when he had 
attained the age of sixty-thrcc, and m the fourth month of the third 
year of his government • 

Hearing originally the name of Abdulknabah, tins was on his conversion 
changed by the jirophet into Abdullah, the servant of God, instead of the 
servant of the Kaahah. His more general appellation of Abb Bukker, or 
parent of the Mrgin, he obtained, it is almost unnecessary to repeat, 
because he was the father of Ayaishah, whom we shall have frequent 
occasion to mention. That of Seddcik, or faithful, perhaps credulous, 
because he was the first to attest his belief in the prophet’s miraculous 
journey to heaven ; and occasionally that of Atteik, or liberated, because 
the prophet pronounced him, from his integrity and blameless life, absolved 
from the guilt of sin. His father Othman, surnamed Abi Kohaufah, 
survived to the succeeding reign of Omar, when he died at the advanced 
age of ninety-nine. 

He left several sons and daughters, particularly Ayaishah, the most 
turbulent and ambitious of the prophet’s wives, and Abdurraihraan, her 
brother, by the same mother , Abdullah, by a former marriage, and Ma- 
hommed, by one wdiich he contracted subsequent to his conversion. On 
the education of this latter, he bestowed particular attention, and he 
became at a future period celebrated bey'ond his brothers, by his devoted 
attachment to the cause of Ally. 

* This would fall on one of the dap between the 12th of Jummaudy, the 2nd and the 
1 1 th of Rudjub. Corresponding with the 1 2th of August and gth of September, A. D. 634. 
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with the assailants ; and observing him, '’sword in hand, bravely cheering 
and animating the exertions of his adheients to maintain the conflict, he 
immediately singled him out, and advanced to attack him. Mosseylemah, 
nothing dismayed, flew to anticipate the attack, when, at the same 
instant, Eben Aumar the Ansaur, assailing him from the other side, clove 
his head, just as the spear of Wahashi transpierced his groin, or the part • 
adjacent , so that betwixt these two, it was impossible to determine which 
it was that gave the mortal blow. But in one respect, at all events, 

, Wahashi did not fail to congratulate himself. Considering, that in the period 
of reprobation and unbelief, it had been his misfortune to destroy the noblest 
of men, next to his prophet, jt was, as lie said, some consolation to reflect, 
that under the purer influence of the true religion, it had fallen to Ins 
lot, with the self sauie weapon to bear so con'-picuous a part in ridding the 
world of its vilest inhabitant, in the false and wicked Mosseylemah. 

By the fate of their leader, were extinguished the remaining hopes of 
his party ; resistance was at an end, and then last efforls weie now directed 
to break down the walls of the gaiden, through the breaches in which 
they rushed in crouds, to make their esorpe. They Were, however, 
slaughtered in heaps , to the humbei of seven thousand, being stated to 
have fallen within, and an equal number without the garden. The victory 
was purchased, notwithstanding, with severe and heavy loss on the part of 
the Mossleras , no less than three hundred and fifty of the coexiles and 
auxiliaries of the prophet being included in the total of twelve hundred, 
which was the amount of the slam on the part of the victors. So many, 
indeed, of the depositaries and reciters of the precepts and revelations 
derived from the mouth of their prophet, are said to have been cut off on 
this fatal occasion, that Abfii Bukker, apprized of these numerous casualties, 
and apprehensive that the genuine doctrines of the religion he professed, 
weie otherwise m danger of being gradually corrupted, if not mtirely obli- 
teiated fiom the memory of man, immediately gave orders to collect and 
arrange them in the form, m which they aie at this time exhibited in the' 
Koran. 

In secuie possession of his hard earned victory, Khaled became desirous 
of identifying the body of Mosseylemah , and for this purpose, attended by 
the captive Mhjaia, he traversed those spots which the battle had coveied 
with heaps of slaughter^ In the course of this disgusting suivey, perceiving 
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Without descending to a particular enumeration of that catalogue of 
virtues, which are recorded to have adorned the character of this prince,' 
and which, in a species of funeral oration, addressed to the assembled 
chiefs of Medemah, by the illustrious Ally, he sealed by an affirmation,, 
that after the death of their legislator, the community of Isslam would 
perhaps, never have occasion to deplore a greater calamity, than the loss 
of that man, of whose mild and pacific virtues, the hand of death had tlien 
deprived them. It will be sufficient further to observe, that, however 
in points of doctrine otherwise hostile, all nations and sects ofMahomme- 
dans, in this respect, appear to have discarded all difference of opinion ; 
and to have united, m consecrating .the tnemoiy of Abu Bukker, in the 
general esteem and perpetual veneration of his country. 

We shall, with the author, close the compendium of this reign, with a 
list of those persons, who principally enjoyed the confidence of Abu 
Bukker, and whose talents he employed to defend the interests, and pro-=> 
mote the agrandizement of that unsettled system of policy and legislation, 
which had devolved to his charge. His Kauzy, minister of law, or civil 
judge, was Omar; and Ins amanuenses or secretaries, were Othman 
afterwards Khahf, and Zeid the son of Thaubut. Aittaub the son of 
Asseid, vho had been placed in that dignity by the prophet, was continued 
in the government of JNIekkah ; he died, however, the same day witli 
Abb Bukker. Othman the son of Abi ul Auss, presided as lieutenant of 
Tayef, and blahaujer the son of Ommeyah, as that of Sana.. Zeiaud the 
son of Waleid, held the government of Hazermowut ; of Bahareyne, Ullai 
Hozcrmi ; and of Kedjeraun, Jerreir the son of Abdullah. The territory 
of Arabian Irak, as far as it was brought under subjection, was entrusted 
to the management of Mossenny or Mothenna the son of Haretha, the Shei- 
banian, of v liom, more hereafter. And lastly in Syriah, Abb Obaidah the son of 
Jerrauh, Siic'jeil tlie son of Hassenah, and Yezeid the son of Ahb Soffeyan, 
exercised a separate authority, subject, howeverj to the superintending 
controul of the warlike and invincible Khaled. 



a mangled corse, which, from its extraordinary stature, and fine proportions, a. H. XU, 
he conceived to be that of which he was in search; and he, accordingly, A. D. 633. 
demanded of his attendant, if this was not the body of his chief. Mfijaia Kouzut 
observed, that he was mistaken ; it was that of Mohokkem ul Tefieil, a iissuffa. 
person, as he said, far more deserving of esteem. At last they discovered 
one which was no otherwise remarkable, than from its meagre form, and 
sallow complexion, but which Mfijaia immediately recognized to be the 
body of that man, whose existence, he now pronounced, to have been 
productive of such fatal mischiefs to himself and to others. Struck with i 

the diminutive and insignificant appearance of the body, Khaled, with a 
mixture of scorn and indignation, abruptly exclaimed, “ what a wretched 
“ people they must be, who could abandon the sublime truths of Isslam, 

“ and devote themselves to destruction, from an attachment to so contempti- 
“ ble a creature, as these feeble remains appeared to indicate.” And yet, 
it IS to be understood from a preceding part of this narrative, that Mossey- 
lemah, when living, was as much distinguished for the elegance of his 
person, as for every other accomplishment of body and mind. 

The mvention of Mujaia was employed the while, in devising some 
plan to rescue the survivors of his slaughtered countrj^men from total 
extirpation ; and he began by insinuating to Khaled, that the people whom 
with so much difficulty he had defeated, were, however, only such as a 
rash and unruly spirit had precipitated to their ruin : but, that the fortifi- 
cations which lay before him, were still overflowing with the best and 
bravest warriors of the Benni Haneifali, with \vhom, he therefore recom- 
mended an immediate negoci.ition Leaving these reflections to operate 
on the mind of Khaled, he found means, by a private message, to commu- 
nicate with the inhabitants of Yemaumah, whom be instructed to arm 
tbeir women with helmets and coats of mad, and to distribute them, thus 
disguised,' with swords drawn, round the different towers of the place. 

Perceiving the ramparts of the town thus glittering with arms, the 
resolution of Khaled appears for once to have forsaken him He proba- 
bly began to imagine, that the assault of a place so numerously defended, 
and by a description of men, of whose valor he bad recently experienced 
Such convincing proofs, might become an enterprise of some hazard ; and 

H 
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O ^IAII, the son of U1 Khettaub, dul not embrace Issl'iiti, nnlil 
Mahonimcd Mas in the sixth year of his mission. During the 
^period of his luridclity, he had held a rank and consideration among the 
most eminent of tlie Koraish , and his distinguished abilities and discern- 
ment had, on many occasions, obtained for him the selection, when the 
difilculty or delicacy of arrangement might have presented the prospect of 
of miscarriage, to inferior qualifications. He now also succeeded without 
further question or opposition, to the supreme authority vested in the first 
IClialifs, assuming the title of Aincir iil moiimcnein, commander of the 
iaithful , to obviate, as he told his courtiers, the incoiivcniont circumlocu- 
tion of calling him the Khaleifah of the Khaleifah, the near of ilie vicar, 
of the prophet of God. You are, said he, the only faithful, and 1 am 
your chief. 

The first act of his government, was the removal of Khaled from the 
command m Syria, udiicli u'as transferred to the veteran Abft Obaidah 
ul Jerrauh, udiose tempered valor, and modesty of disposition, would in 
other circumstances, liave amply justified the preference. 

The progress of Mahoramedan fanaticism, and Arabian ferocity, was now 
■ diverging in a settled couise, towards two grand and important objects ; 
the subjugation of those provinces which embrace the eastern shore of the 
Mediterranean, and of the rich and fertile territory on the banks of the 
Euphrates. To avoid interruption and confusion of detail, the author, whom 
we shall 'follow, has thought proper, at the present stage, to direct the 
wiews of his reader, solely to the transactions in Syria , but the narrative 
will revert, at the proper period, to the record of those events, which led 
to the final subversion of the proud and splendid fabric of the Persian 
monarcliy. 
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A. tt. XII. lie therefore conceived the recommendation of the artful Miijaia, at laast 
A. D. 633. worth the experiinent. He, accordingly, authorized him to propose to the 
^ Rouzut garrison, the terms on which they, might be allowed to capitulate. Upon 
tissuffa. this, Mhjaia announced, that he was already sufficiently apprized of the 
state and determination of the town, to declare on what grounds those 
proposals would be accepted of; he would, therefore, undertake to say,, 
that the citizens of Yeraauraah were ready to place at his disposal, on 
condition of further indemnity, one third of their cattle ; one half of their 
slaves ; and the whole of their gold and silver. 

Kh^led having signified his assent to these preliminaries,. Mhjaia^ 
approached that part of the town where the walls appeared loftiest; and 
observing one of the women, in loud and bitter terms deploring, her losses 
in the late fatal battle, he made himself known ■; and having first cautioned ' 
her to suppress her lamentations, he desired that they would keep up as 
imposing an appearance as possible, until the treaty was concluded, which,, 
in their favor, he was mediating with their enemies. He then returned to 
KhS.led, and acquainted him, as the result of his communication with the 
town, that excepting in one article, to which they demurred, the inhabi- 
tants wete willing to accede to his terms^; that if, instead of one half, he 
^ould be satisfied with one fourth of the slaves, they were ready to close 
With him : otherwise the treaty was to. he considered at an end.. With 
an unaccountable credulity, Khaled was prevailed upon to sanction the 
treaty with these terms ; and when the gates were thrown open to him,, 
he had bo difficulty m discerning the grossness of the deception, .which 
had been’thus putin practice upon him; but, with a generosity, of which, he^ 
was hot frequently gililty,‘he suffered his'resentment to be appeased, When 
Mhjaia pleaded in apology, that finding himself bereft of so gieat a major- 
ity 6f his hapless countrymen, he had recourse to this piece of deceit, as 
the only expedient which he could contrive, to rescue the remainder from 
the remorseless fuiy of the sword. 

In the calm winch immediately 'succeeded to- the surrender of Yemau- 
mah, Kh^iled, without appearing at all to be affected by the scenes of 
blood which presented themselves on every side, recurred to the indul- 
gence of his appetites ; and with as little ceremony, as- feeling, or reflec- 
tion, demanded of Mhjaia, that he should give him his daughter in- 
jnarriage. The Yemaumite endeavoured at first to elude the request. 
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When the letters, which announced the elevation of Omar, and his 
orders for the supersession of Khaled, were delivered to Abil Obaidah, 
the JVIosslems had already formed the siege of Damascus. But from a 
degree of modesty inherent in his disposition, and a repugnance to be the 
instrument of mortifying the pride of his associate, the contents of these 
letters, were, for some time, concealed by AbA Obaidah ; and the intrepid 
Khaled, unconscious of the degradation, was suffered to exercise the func- 
tions of command without interruption. The circumstance became, 
notwithstanding, at last, unavoidably known to the army; and the troops, 
in the hurry and inadvertence of the field of battle, addressing to Abh 
Obaidah the title of general, it ultimately attracted the attention of Khiiled, 
who was at no great loss to form a conjecture of the situation into which 
he was thrown. His expressions of regret were, however, confined to the 
misfortune which he had sustained, and which he now bewailed, in the 
death of Abfi Bukker, to which alone he ascribed any circumstance of 
humiliation, which, at this moment, he might be destined to experience. 

We are, at the same time, informed by another writer, that, in the heat 
of action with a very superior force of the enemy, a messenger from Me- 
deinah privately announced to Khaled that Abh Bukker was no more. 
With that presence of mind, which, m the crisis of danger, never forsook 
this daring and intrepid chief, he seized the opportunity of deriving from 
the incident, the only advantage, of which it was capable. lie proclaimed 
to his followers, that the messenger announced the approach of a power- 
ful reinforcement of twelve thousand of their gallant brethren. And 
r\hilst the intelligence was left to circulate, and inspire fresh confidence 
through the army, he secretly demanded from the messenger, who it was 
that had succeeded to the sovereignty of the Mussulmans, and was now 
told that Omar xvas Khdhf. “ Then am I superseded,” observed Khaled; 
to which the messenger replied, that he w'as not mistaken, and that flic 
command of In'; army was devolved to Abu Ohaidali. With these unfavor- 
able impressions on his mind, notwithstanding, Khaled urged his troops 
with fresh ardour, against the Greeks, now separated from him by a rn^ r, 
and succeeded m obtaining a complete victory; after which, be repaired 
to Abu Obaidah, apprized him of the accession of Omar, of Ins own 
d-gradation, and <puctl} resigned his authority. 
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‘ oy (^rlincntinptlir extreme intlcccncy of m'^ultinp the memorj^ of so many 
p1nuc]il( rtd to the th mon of fannticicin and revenge, by intro- 

(hiriiig the smuuK of fc'^tnitN and nnrth, before tlin bodies \\crc )et cold, 
Jim llij"' an arcmnenl wbirli ln*re luit little weight uitli the iron 
liearltd Kh'ih'd . nn\ more thnn the cum of one million of dirhems* 
tin n roiivuierid an enoimoii'^ doner, uhirh was fixed by Mujaia, ns the 
priro of Ins dnnchler’s hand, mid wbirh was paid on the spot, and the 
inamaee ronsnnnnnti'd wiiliont furiher <lelaY. 

Tins disri'card of ajipearanrcs, together with some inslanees of prefer- 
ence to tlie r<lati\es of his hnde, ^\lth which Khaled, in the delirium of 
niipti.d rcstuit\, dared to mortify tlie hauphts spirit of the coeXilcs and 
nuMlanos of tlu' jirc'phet. who roriposed the flow or of his anny, determined 
till* laii< r to make Ir.s roiiduri, (uire more, the suhjt'Ct of a complaint to 
Ahii Ibikker. In the lett* r, which Iluss.uin tlic *^on of I'li.uihut, was 
chosen to dictate in tlu'ir h< half on this oriasion, he is made to demand 
of theKli.ilif. wl.i tlu r. as the successor of their i5pr«phci,hc could, under any 
circnnistaiuu s, muh'rtake to warrant that total disregard of decency, with 
wliicli tlicw were perpetunlK insulted, in tlic demeanor of the man whom 
ho had chos, u to eimiiii.ind them , of that KluMed, who, whilst the earth 
was still r(»kinir witli the blood of mnny martyrs to the cause of truth, 
while the scallcrod linihs of his gallant associates laj \et unbuned over 
the adjoinuic: plains, a as not nsliaiiied to rc\cl on the silken couch of lux- 
ur\ and wedlock , of that Kliuled, whom, of all others, it behoved to 
remember, that, 'though iheldood of hut a single individual of the worship- 
ers of the true God had been shed by the Benin Ilancifah, it should have 
operated as an insurmountable liar to his forming any sort of connection, 
much less ilmt of marriage with them. Tins was, liowever, not alh in the 
preference with which he thought proper to dtstinguish the relatives of his 
xvifc, it appeared a matter ol conslraint, if, at any time, he condescended 
to notice the salute of those who had fully participated W’lth him in the 

* At fnc-pencc half penny tlic-dirlicm.-cqiionlcnt to about .£25,000. According to Mr. 
Richardbon, twenty to t\\cnt 3 -fue dirhems, ha\c, at diflercnt penods, been reckoned to a 
dinaur, according to liim, equal to about nine shillings. Tlie precise relative value of this 
species of monej , I have 'not, how e^ er, been able to ascertain w'lth any exactness. The dir- 
iicm, or'dirrem, raay be-cons dered the drachma, as the dinaur was probably tlie denanup 
.of the ancients, willi some variction in the relatuc ^alue. 

H2 


A. H. xn. 

A.D. 633. 

HoU7Ut 

ussufft. 



G1 

At nny rate, it appears not improbable, that Abh Obiadah should In the 
first in-^tance, from whatever motive, have been induced to suppress the 
dispatches, \\hich degraded from his command a general, whose skill and 
intrepidity had rendered him equally the terror of the enemy, and the pride 
and admiration of his followers , and it is further said, that the matter 
continued a secret, until the arrival of a second express from Medeinah ; 
by which Abb Obaidah was directed to retain a certain proportion only of 
the troops for the seigc of Damascus, and to detach the remainder towards 
Harness •* but among those whom he was strictly charged to detain under 
his on n immediate obscr\ation, the obnoxious Khaled was more particu- 
larly mentioned. The Kaus<5id, or messenger, who bore the second dispatch, 
delivered it through mistake to Khaled himself, thus disclosing to him, 
that his authority was at an end. In this delicate situation, he demeaned 
himself with exemplary moderation and temper, heupraided Abb Obaidah 
for his want of confidence in so long withholding from him the secret of 
his disgrace ; and the latter, with a corresponding spirit of moderation, 
was heard to declare, that had it rested with him, the disclosure would 
never have been made , as he did not consider a question of power, of 
sufficient importance to occasion any kind of difference between brothers. 
In the mean time, since the pleasure of their ruler could be no longer 
postponed, he intreated him to accept of the command of the cavalry; and 
in that station, to continue the exertion of the same zeal, activity, and 
courage, by which he had already contributed so conspicuously, to the 
od^anct•ment of the cause in which they were engaged. To this proposal, 
Khaled thought it adviseable to accede. 

The point of command being thus admirably adjusted, the siege of 
Damascus was resumed with additional vigor, and the garrison driven to 
the utmost extremity. In this crisis of their affairs, it was determined, on 
consultation, to make a grand and decisive effort to dislodge the besiegers ; 
and for this purpose, the governor marched out of the town with his 
collected force, to give battle to the Rlosslems. Affecting to be struck 
with a sudden panic, the latter immediately fled, with every appearance of 
precipitation and disorder, and the garrison, elate with the prospect of 
victory and relief, and resigning themselves to an inconsiderate pursuit, 

* Eraesa. 
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A. H. XII. dangers and glory of the field of battle. However, if he, whom they had 
A. D. 633v been ever taught to distinguish by the name of most faithful, thought fit 
Rouzut to sanction such proceedings, they had no alternative but submission , his 
ussuffa. will should ever be theirs. And they should with the respect which 
became them, expect his ordeis. But it was full time to awaken Khaled 
from that dream of mdiflference, and neglect of all propriety, into which he 
fallen. 

These breaches of decorum on the part of Khaled occasioned no small 
disquietude in the mind of Abfi Bukker, who did not fail to communicate 
the displeasure he felt on the occasion, to his friend Omar, by whom he 
was again urged with renewed importunity, to depose him from his com- 
mand. But the value of Khaled’s services was too generally acknowledged, 
to admit of his being discarded upon a mere question of disgust. And he', 
therefore, determined to proceed no further, than to signify by letter, the 
indignation which he was constrained to feel at these repeated instances 
of misgoverned passion, by which he was perpetually giving oflfence to 
his associates. That the indulgence of his sensual propensities, seemed 
to have completely cast a veil betwixt him and every sentiment of discre- 
tion and decorum ; which could alone account for the inconsistency of his 
behaviour, at a period when the whole Mahomraedan community, himself 
excepted, were absorbed in grief and sorrow, for the loss of so many of its 
bravest supporters, in the late battle. And that, for his own part, heshoiild 
not forbear pronouncing bis bitter execrations upon him, for these odious 
and disgraceful proceedings , by which, in addition to the foul stain 
incurred by the unsanctioned murder of the son of Nowairah, he had 
accumulated such a load of shame and dishonor upon his tribe. 

Nevertheless, when the letter reached Khaled, and the contents were 
unfolded to him, he affected to treat it with extreme derision, declaring, 
that Abu Bukker had neither knowledge nor concern in the matter, and 
that It was the entire effusion of Omar’s malice. In the m^an time, the 
trophies of his victory were transmitted to Medeinali , and among others, 
a female captive, of the name of Haneifah, whom the Khalif consigned to 
the share of Ally ; but whose name would have been scarcely worih the 
record, had she not subsequently become the mother ofiMahommcd lian- 
eifah, the founder of that, which is, by many, reputed the most orthodo^f 
of the four great sects of the Mahoinmedan profession of faith. 
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A. H, XIII. were completely dra\\^n into the snare ; the Mosslems having led them to 
I Av D, 634. a convenient distance'frora the town, suddenly returned upon their pursu- 
Rouzut ers, and assailed them from every side, with all the advantage of surprise, 
ussuffa. and opposition.unexpected. • In the coarse of the action, Seffwaun the Sal- 
mian observing one of the chiefs of the enemy, conspicuously distinguished 
by the iichness of his armour and attire, iiad with, his maCe brought him 
to the ground, and dispatched him , when he found himself suddenly 
assailed by the wife of the fallen chief, whom she had -accompanied to the 
. field of battle, and whose death she-^pow prepared to avenge. Jlecoilmg from 
■the dishonor of embruing his hands ill the blood of a female, the hardy 
mussulman, by a dexterous management of his sword, continued, without 
injuring the person of his, frail antagonist, to awaken m herbeart the sense 
of danger, and compelled her to rCtirefor safety wnthin the lances and javelins 
of her party , while he proceeded to strip the slain of his gorgeous armor 
and habiliments. Animated by the example of Seffwaun, the. Mosslems 
redoubled their exertions , and the garrison, in no small degree discouraged, 

' were ultimately driven back to their walls, which, however, they ’were 
not fated -to reenter without infinite difficulty and loss. More closely 
reinvested than ever, the approaches,of famine and hunger, united with the 
sword of the enemy to complete the measure of their misfortunes ; and 
their last resource was to implore the assistance of their emperor, who 
kept his court at this period at Antakhiah,* on the Orontes, the capital of 
the Syrian .province. 

They stated to Heraclius, that the siege had now continued for neady 
twelve months, during which, theyhad endeavoured, by successive sallies, 
to repulse the Arabs ffomhefore their walls , but all attempts had-terminated 
to their own discomfiture and loss. In the pressure of distress and danger, 
by which they were menaced on every side, 4:hey had now turned their 
views to those succors, which, if he was any way desirous of preserving 
the country, they anxiously implored he would hasten to their relief^ 
otherwise, they were become so mtirely exhausted by fatigue and 
famine, that they must be reduced to the only alternative which remained; 
a capitulation with their besiegers, from whom they did not despair of 
obtaining reasonable terms of surrender. In reply to their mtreaties, 


* Antioch. 
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H^erachus Urged them by every argument of fear and hope, to continue 
the defence, m ^Yhlch they had hitherto so bravely exerted themselves, 
without relaxing m their efforts ; and that he Should hasten to their 
assistance, the moment his preparations were completed. But he cauti- 
oned them, by no consideration ivhatever to be persuaded to place any 
reliance on the faith of treaties with the Mosslems ; by whom, so surely asr 
they put them m possession of the city, their property would be given up 
to pillage, and their wives and families to the most cruel and disgraceful 
captivity. Relying on these assurances of relief, the people of^Damascus 
persisted in defending their works for some time longer; but perceiving that 
the army of the besiegers was becoming, by continual reinforcements, daily 
more numerous and formidable, while the promised aid appeared as distant 
as ever, they could at last be no further withheld from sending out to 
Abb Obaidah, propositions for the surrender of the town. The Mahom- 
medan general, anxious to'be put m possession of this important place 
before the the troops of Heraclius should be in a condition to attempt its 
relief, veiy readily consented to give them tenns, and a capitulation was 
immediately agreed upon, confirmed by the signature of most of his oflScers; 
by which, on the payment of one hundred thousand dinaurs,* the lives and 
properties of the inhaDitants were secured to them, as far as that security 
could depend upon' such an engagement, and the ransom having been 
accordingly paid, the keys of the city were delivered to Abb Obaidah. 

Unhappily, the fierce and inexorable Khaled, whose quarters were 
established on an opposite side of the town, eitfier regardless of the treaty, 
or unappnzed of its conclusion, which is most unlikely, during the night, 
with a ladder of ropes, and some chosen companions, scaled the walls , and- 
finding the posts unguarded, hastened to one of the adjommg gates, which 
he threw open to the troops, who were in readiness to enter from without, 
and led them, to the fearful clamor of Allahb Akbar-j* into the heart of the 
city: plundering and slaughtering all that fell in his way. In this state of 
horror and uncertainty, the defenceless inhabitants looked with impatience 
for the break of da}' ; when the governor, with the principal citizens, fled 
for sanctuar}' to Abb Obaidah, whom they besought to enforce the terms 

* At twenty dirrems, of about five-pence half-penny each to the dinaur, this would be 
about equivalent to 45,853/. 6'. Sd, ; at menty-five dirrems to the dmaur, it Vrould be about 
57,291/. 13t. 4d, 
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fjToperty within th« town of Harness, they should encatop With all theit* A. M. XV. 
fighting men in some convenient position without the walls, until the A.D. 636. 
arrival of the several detachments, whiOh were hastening to join them Rbuzut 
from all parts of the country, should enable them to proceed and give ussiiffaf: 
battle to the enemy, with every reasonable prospect of success. To this 
plan, so prudently conceived, and in appearance So pecuhatly applicable 
to their situation, Sherjabeil the son ofHaSsanah particularly objected, on 
the score that it would be equally imprudent and unsafe, to confide their 
families to the disposal of the Christians, by whom, on the smallest reverse 
of fortune, it was most probable, they would be betrayed or delivered over 
to the enemy. This difficulty, however, Abh Obaidah proposed to remove 
by compelling the Christians in the first place, to quit the town. But to 
this, Shei^abeil expressed still stronger objections ; as a measure pregnant 
with dishonour, and breach of faith towards the inhabitants, whom they 
were solemnly engaged not to expel from 'their habitations/ '\^Tiat, on 
the other hand, he should recommend as the most advisable plan, was to 
remain as at present, within the walls, until means had been taken to 
apprize Omar of their danger; and such reinforcements should be dis- 
patched to their assistance, as m the exigencies of the moment he should 
be able to spare. Abu Obaidah again observed, that before any messenger 
from him could possibly reach Medeinab, the enemy Would be before the 
^tes of Harness, within which, they must already have felt themselves 
too closely straitened. At this stage of the debate, Hobairah the son of 
Mofrfik interposed, objecting altogether to the idea of remaining cooped 
up within the walls of any place; as being totally repugnant to the cohstitution 
and habits of the natives of Arabia, accustomed through life to breathe the 
free air, and wander unrestrained in the boundless tracts of the desert. 

For his part, he thought it the unsest plan, to evacuate Harness mtirelj’-, and 
withdraw towards Damascus ; while messengers should be dispatched with 
the utmost speed to announce to Omar the situation of afikirs ; who, if he 
found It convenient or proper to send them reinforcements. Would not fail 
4 o act as best became him. But, at all events, they should be equally 
prepared to repel the attempts of the enemy, whenever he was found 
disposed to interrupt their progress, with n full rehance on the protection 
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A.H.XIV. 

Rudj eb, 
A. D. 635. 
August. 

Habeibus - 
seyr. 


Rouzut 

ussuffa. 


of the treaty, hy which he was engaged to protect them. Khaled was, at 
last, prevailed upon to put a stop to the cruel outrages intP’nhich the city 
had been so basely, betrayed : and the gallant Tezeid, the son of Abu Sef* 
eyan, to m horn it had been long since promised, was now placed in the 
government of Damascus, -nhich, under this family, and the Benni 
Ommeyah, in the lapse of a few years, attained to a pre-eminent degree of 
prosperity and splendor. If we are to place any reliance on the manuscnpt 
dates of the Orientals, the capture of Damascus took place in the mouth 
ofRudjeb, of the fourteenth year of the Hidjera.'’^ 

Having secured this impoi^tant acquisition, and protected the inhabitants 
from further outrage, Abu Obaidah was at leisure, in pursuance of the 
Khalifs instruction, to detach Amrh Auss towards Palestine, and -the 
territory contiguous to the nver Jordan : with orders to obtain a peaceable 
submission, if he found the people disposed to listen to his terms ; but if 
his overtures were rejected, to carry pillage and devastation through the 
countr3\ The approach of Amrfi was preceded by the usual circumstances 
of alarm ; and the terrified inhabitants, by an early and seasonable appli- 
cation, amidst the embarrassments which now seemed to multiply upon 
him, succeeded in procuring from Herachus, a reinforcement of twenty 
thousand horse. This, together with the intelligence which reached him 
about the same period, of another body of similar strength collecting m 
the vicinity of Baalbec, for the present gave a check to the progress of 
Amru ; and he found it prudent to remain stationary, until he should have 
apprized Abu Obaidah, of the unexpected and powerful opposition, which 
had arisen against the proj'ects of aggression and rapine in that quarter. 

Aware that the foice under Amru was inadequate to a contest with such 
accumulating superiority, Abfi Obaidah sought the advice of Klialed, as to 
the best means of disconcertins: the measures of the enemv. With his 
usual promptitude of decision, Khaled suggested that Amrfi, with the 
troops most exposed to the attacks of the Christians, and the Arabs their 
confederates, should, for the present, remain on the defensive. In the 
mean time, he would himself undertake the dispersion of that pa^t of the 
enemy^s force which appeared to embarrass them on the side of Baalbec ; 

* According to OcVley, the capture of Damascub took place on the day of Abe Butters 
death, on Fnday the 2Srd of AugUit, A D. 634 Twelve months earlier thams here 
recorded. 
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A. H. XV. of that providence, which had hitherto so conspicuously promoted their* 
A. D. 636 . success. 

j^ouzut Tins last proposal appearing to concur with the general opinion, it nas 
ussuffa. acceded to by Abh Obaidah who determined to carr}' it into immediate 
execution. Having, therefore, pieviously dispatched to Medeinali, to 
announce to the Khahf his intended departure, and the necessity of imme- 
diate support, he, accordingly, evacuated Harness, and pioceedcd on Ins 
retreat to Damascus. By the return of his messenger, he had, however, 
the mortification to learn that Omar disapproved of tins retteat , although, 
as It appeared to be the result of a deliberate discussion with Ins officers^ 
in circumstances of which, on the spot they were best qualified to judge, 
he still expressed his confidence, that the event might yet prove favorable. 
In the mean time, he was exhorted not to suffer himself to be intimidated 
by the enormous and unwieldy multitudes of the enemy, as Ins experience 
must have taught him to recollect, that victory did not always attach 
itself to superior numbers, and he was further assured, that under provi- 
dence, he might expect to receive reinforcements, peradventure, as soon 
as the letter which conveyed this reply. It was no difficult matter to 
convince Abh Obaidah, that he had been premature in abandoning to the 
enemy \Mthout a contest, the fruit of his victories, and he now publicly 
acknowledged the superior rectitude of conception, and clearer judgment 
of his master. * 

On the retreat of the Mosslcms, Bahan, w'lth that body of the troops of 
Ileraclius assigned to his immediate command, advanced, and took posses- 
sion of Harness ; for the surrender of w'hich, to the Mosslems, the inhabi- 
tants appear to have accounted to his satisfaction From thence he 
conducted his troojjs to the Yermfik, and having fixed upon a position of 
strength and advantage, he encamped, on the banks of that river; in 
Inch, allowing for a con\enicnt abridgment ofnames, maybe recognized 
tlie iJieromax,* or Hicroniaces, a stream formed by an union of the torrents 
of Mount llermon, and which runs into the lake of Tiberias On this 
spot, at all e\cnts, the Greek general conceived he might venture the fate 
of Mria upon the decision of a battle; and he was, m the course of a very 
few day, successively reinforced by those powerful divisions, formerly 
stated to liave been held in readiiKss to march to his support. 

• Mr. Cibboa’i Kornin cnip-rc. 
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after which it v/ould be his further object to hasten to the support of A. H. XIV. 
Amrfi, lu coDjunction with whom, theie would be ample means of prose- A. D. 635. 
cuting the designs upon Palesiine, with e\nery prospect of success. Rouzut 

In concurrence with his own proposal, Khdled, with five thousand horsej ussuffa. 
was accordingly detached towards Baalbec , which, by the way, from its 
position on the map, would seem rather to indicate that, on this occasionj 
Amrfi was proceeding towards the northern extremity of the coast of Phoeni- 
cia, lather than the river Joidail , unless, indeed, the apprehension originated 
with AbfiObaidah , in which case it was cxtremel}' natural to delay the march 
of Araru, until the danger which menaced in front, was removed. But it is 
to be understood once for all, that he who travels through the mazes of 
oriental history uith a map 111 his hand, must expect to find his progress 
retarded at every stage, by those difticulties and incongruities which 
unavoidably' occur, from the very' vague and imperfect notions, m point of 
geography', by' which it is in general pervaded. 

On his arrival m the neighbourhood of Baalbec, Khaled found that the 
enemy were by no means disposed to decline an action. He attacked and 
defeated them, how'ever, after an obstinate resistance , compelling those 
who escaped the fuiy' of the sw'ord, either to screen themselves within the 
w^lls of the town, or to urge their flight to a greater distance from the field 
of battle. Having appiized Abfi Obaidah of his success, he w'as by that 
geneial called upon to fulfil that part of his engagement which it yet 
•femained to execute, and he accordingly' proceeded, w'lthout further delay, 
to join the camp of Amrfi, while the oflicers of Herachus, alarmed at this 
augmentation of strength on the part ot the Mosslems, thought it advisa- 
ble to remove to some more advantageous position, covered by' the 
fortifications of Kehel or Kobe), near w'hich they now encamped. Soon 
afterwards, Abfi Obaidah repaired to join the troops now united under 
Khaled and Amrfi. 

The Greeks of Palestine receiving information of the presence of Abfi 
Obaidah, undertook to advise him by letter, if he had any regard for the 
preser'.ation of his troops, to withdraw before it w'as too late ; and before 
that force was finally put in motion, w'hich w'as destined to act against him. 

If this was intended to intimidate, the attempt appears to have recoiled 
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The Mosslems, on the other hand, whose progress for the present a. H. XV. 
appears to have been completely held m check, expected the bursting of A. D. 636, 
the storm, with considerable anxiety and apprehension ; fresh advities were Rouzut 
sent to Medeinah, to remind the Khalif of the magnitude of the danger, ussufFa. 
and of the urgent necessity of immediate aid. Again Omar sought to 
dispel the alarms of Abh Obaidah ; to revive his courage, and to prepare 
him for a conflict with the enemy, which, he exhorted him, not by any 
means to decline. The messenger was further instructed to acquaint his 
general, that, heaven permitting, he might still look to receive considerable 
reinforcements, before the enemy would venture to bring him to a battle. 

And in order that his performance jnight keep pace with his promises, a 
detachment of three thousand horse under Soweyd the son of Saumut the 
Ansaur, quitted Medeinah, in order to join the Mosslems, immediately on 
the departure of the messenger; Abh Soffeyan, and Saud the son of 
Aumar, following shortly afterwards with a smaller division of one thousand 
men for the same destination. The detachment under Soweyd is even said 
to hate proceeded with so much celerity as to have joined Abb Obaidah, 
before the messenger who had been dispatched to announce its approach. 

But at all events, the arrival of these succors at a peiiod so seasonable, 
diffused a degree of confidence and animation through the army of Abli 
Obaidah, far beyond what might be conceived from an accession of number, 
on these statements, apparently so inconsiderable. 

While affairs continued in this posture, instead of an attack before the 
arrival of further reinforcements should have rendeied the issue more 
doubtful, Abu Obaidah received a message from the general of the Greeks 
proposing to try the result of another conference , at the same time, inti- 
mating, what, in ages more refined, would probably have excited some 
jealous}', that the character of his piedecessoi' in the command of the 
Mosslems, had raised him so high,' in the estimation of the whole woild, 
that It became extremely desirable he should be the person selected, 
through whom, to convey the mutual disclosure of those means, uhich 
might be resorted to, m order to bring to a termination the deplorable 
calamities by which the country had been so long desolated. To this, 
there was not much difficulty in obtaining the consent of Abu Obaidali ; 
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A. H. XIV. upon themselves. The answer which they drew from the firm and resohife 
A. D. 635. spirit of Abh Obaidafi, awakened less arrogant conceptions ; and the next 
Rouzut message they transmitted to the Maliommedan chief, was accompanied 
nssulfa. ^v,th a request, that he would depute some one of his officers to explain to 
them the object of those hostilities, by which, in difTcrent directions, they 
had been so repeatedly assailed. 

In compliance with this'request, hleyauz the son of Jebbel was selected 
to explain to the Christians, the terms on which they might purchase for- 
bearance on the part of their invaders. In order to convey the more 
formidable impression of those whom he was deputed to represent, this 
person armed himself in a suit of mail of extraordinary dimensions ,' and 
throwing over it a vest of yellow silk, with a crimson turban on his head, 
he departed, thus equipped, on horseback, alone and unattended, foi the 
encampment of the enemy. On reaching the place of conference, he 
dismounted, and taking his horse by the bridle, directed his steps towards 
the Bataikas,^ or principal oflicers of the Greeks, whom he saw assembled 
for his reception : one of the attendants was ordered to take charge of his 
horse, a service which he thought proper to decline, dryly observing, that 
no one was bettei qualified to take care of /as horse than himself. Wheni 
he drew near to the assembly, his attention was attracted by the magnifi- 
cence with which the persons who composed it were apparelled ; and no 
less by the beauty of the couches and cushions on which they reclined, 
which were covered with the richest stuffs, of the most delicate variety of 
colours. An interpreter explained to him, that the assembly consisted of 
the most eminent men of the country, many of them members of the 
court of Herachus, and that he was expected to take his seat among them* 
They now offered, once more, to take charge of his horse, but this he 
persisted in declining ; at the same time expressing a repugnance to seat 
himself m the midst of a circle so brilliantly arrayed, as^the affair in which 
he was employed, could be dispatched as well standing as siting. It being 
however further explained to him, that there would be the most flagrant 
breach of decorum, if he proceeded to discuss the business of the confer- 
ence m the way he proposed, he pretended on a sudden to recollect, that 
his prophet had, indeed, forbidden his followers to hold converse standing 
with any mortal, neither should he degrade himself by neglecting to observe 
Ithe rule on the present occasion. But continuing to feel the same 

* Patriarebs, 
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A. H. XV. and Kh^led was accordingly directed, either next day, or very shortly upon 
P- this application, to proceed to the camp of the enemy, in order to afford 
Rouzut an opportunity for the proposed communications. Among the articles of 
ussuffa. his equipment on this occasion, was a splendid crimson pavilion, for 
which Khaled, with his usual profusion, had paid the then considerable sum 
of three hundred dinaurs* of gold ; this, on his arrival, he caused to be 
pitched close beside the head quarters of the Grecian commander j who 
immediately hastened to visit the celebrated stranger, with the beauty of 
whose equipage'he either was, or affected to be, prodigiously stricken ; and 
by an apparent frankness of demeanor, to conciliate the good opinion of his 
guest, signified, that if, on any consideration, he could be induced to part 
with this beautiful tent, there was scarcely any thing which he would not 
freely give in exchange. Khaled, without hesitation, made him a present 
of what appeared to excite so great a degree of admiration ; but declined 
accepting of any return, observing, that a diversity of manners would render 
any thing that was Greek, but an useless appendage to him. Bahan 
accepted of the proffered gift ; but it was not, until afterwards, either 
understood or suspected, that it was the direful ^pledge of blood and 
slaughter. 

Having, by every possible demonstration of respect towards^ Khaled, 
prepared him, as he thought, for a favorable consideration of the terms 
which he was authorized to offer, Bahan entered more explicitly upon the 
business for which this interview had been solicited ; and proceeded 
accordingly to state that, if, as he had reason to suspect, the object of these 
cruel hostilities was the accumulation of wealth and plunder, he would 
undertake, provided the Mosslems on their part, would engage to withdraw 
from the countries which they had invaded, to secure the payment of a 
sum of money, according to the following proportions ; namely, to Omar, 
as their sovereign, ten thousand dinaurs ,*|- to Abfi Obaidah one half that 
sum ; to one hundred of his principal officers, each one thousand dinaurs ; 

•From 137/. IO5. Od, to about 171/. 17^. 6d. 

■f As this species of com was valued from twenty to five and twenty dirhems, of five-pence 
half-penny each, the shares might be estimated as follows, viz. Omar’s, from 4,583/ 
to 5,729/ 3j. Ad Abfi Obaidah’s, one half Each pnncipal officer’s, from 458/. 6s. 8d. to 
572/. I85. 4d. Each horseman, 45/. i6j. 8d. to 57/. 5x. lOd. Each footman, 22/ 18j. Ad. 

28/. 12j- 1 Id, When gold ^vas probably of ten times tie value of the present day. 
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c»\cr?'ion towards seating Inmsclf on the gorgeous carpet, on which they A.H.XTV, 
had placed themselves, he lifted up the corner of it, and seated himself on - A. D 635. 
the bare floor. The interpreter again proceeded to explain to him, that the Rouzut "' 
assembly, already apprived of the rigid scruples on which he regulated his ussufF&» 
plan of life, were disposed to make him every concession on these points ; 
and to treat him, at the same tune, with every mark of respeet in their 
power* )ct, they could not forbear to recommend, that, for the 
present, he would coiisciit to discard the rustic habits to which he had 
been accustomed m the camp of Abil Ohaidah, where the posture w’hich he 
seemed to prefer, was perhaps conformable to the general usage. To this, 

I\lc,au7- replied, that as a shne of the most high, he should never "allow 
himself to consider it an^ sort of degradation, to make use of that carpet 
which ///s hand bad sprerd for all creatures 

In short, after refusing to siibscnbe to any of those compliments with 
which Uie\ atleniptod to flatter him, and insisting that, so far from being 
what they chose to consider him, the noblest, he w'as the meanest of his 
coumrvmcn, the business of the conference was at last entered upon , and 
tlie\ proceeded to demand from him the nature of those proposals, which 
he was authorized to cfimmimicate. Without much preface or ceremony, 
he announced, that they were in the first place simnnoned to embrace 
the tenets of the KorAn , to believe in the divine mission of the prophet 
of IssiAin , 10 observe Ins precepts with respect to prayer and fasting, 
unci to ubsiain fioin the use of pork and wun?, and other articles interdicted 
to the disciples of Maliommed. If they declined Isslam, and chose to 
abide m the errors of their ancestors, the payment of a stipulated tribute 
would secure to them that rndulgence , but if they acceded to neither of 
these conditions, the srjou/ must decide all difierences between them. 

Finding that little w'as to be expected from the moderation dt the Arabs, 
the officers of Herachus confessed, that, as far as they could at present 
perceive, the terms on which they w’ere authorized to treat, and what he 
had just explained, W'ould never be brought to coincide; and yet they 
alleged there was one expedient still left to reconcile their differences ; 

-which, if he was in a disposition to attend to, they would state for his con« 

•aidcration. The district of Balka, they proceeded to remark, w'as, as he knew. 
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to every horseman one hundred ; and to every foot soldier in the army, A. H. XV. 
fifty dinaurs. A. D. 636. 

These proposals, which at best could only tend to a temporary com- Rouzut 

promise, do not, however, appear to have experienced from Kh^led any ussufF^. 
degree of serious consideration ; on the contrary, he proceeded to describe 
what. If the Greeks were truly disposed to put a period to these animosi- 
ties, and the evils of which they were the source, he conceived the most 
obvious plan to ensure peace and safety upon the strongest foundations. 

That which he should recommend as the best and the most effectual, was 
immediately to receive into their habitations, the lamp of eternal truth, 
and to embrace with their lips the language of salvation, as exhibited m 
the sacred pages of the Koran. If, however, an adverse destiny should 
lead them to reject this first of blessings, there still remained one further 
condition, on which they might be yet permitted to enjoy their property 
and families in security ; that, by which they should bind themselves to 
the payment of a permanent tribute . but if, from a blind fatality, neither 
of these conditions were acceded to, there was only one further instrument 
by which the differences between them could be finally and effectually 
determined . — the simd. In other words, he offered to their choice, 
either Iss/dm, t/ibufe, or the sxvord ; the terms with which these fero- 
cious reformers had now, for some time, been accustomed to practice upon 
the Ignorance, fears, and imbecility of the surrounding nations. 

With an expression of scorn and indignation, which he no longer 
endeavoured to conceal, each of these conditions was rejected by Manuel; 
who sternly assured Khaled, that the descendants of the Romans were 
not yet so debased as to relinquish the faith of their ancestors, for the 
religion of Mahommed , neither were they yet sufiSciently humbled to 
become a tributary nation. But with respect to the implied menaces 
with which he thought fit to sum up his proposals, and the arrogance with 
■which in other points, he chose to demean himself ; he should recommend 
to his consideration, an attentive perusal of those embattled multitudes, 
who now panted to avenge the slaughter of their fellow subjects , and who 
were assembled, in truth, for purposes very different from those which led 
to peace with their atrocious invaders. He then informed Khaled, that his 
presence in the camp of the Greeks was no longer necessary ; that it 
behoved him to withdraw and prepare his fnends for immediate and unre- 
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A.H.XIV. already subdued by the Mahommedan armies; and of this, with all its 
A. D. 635, dependencies, they signified they were prepared to make a formal cession 
~ Rouzut Jn perpetuity ; piovided the Mosslems would engage to V/thdiaw from . 
tissue, the remainder of the Syrian territory. If these stipulations were agreed to, 
they weie, moreover, prepared to enter into an irrimediate engagpment,.to 
unite with the Mosslems in a war against the Persian monarchy. On this 
Meyauz observed, that the district of winch they spoke, being, with many 
more which they did not seem disposed to mention, a/reac/f/ jmssed, ure- 
vocabh), into the hands of the Arabs, was, therefore, intirely out of the 
.question. But to cut short the discussion, he could further inform then?, 
that So far from receding a single step, it was the resolution of his countiy- 
men never to lay down their arms, vvhile a single town or distiict in Svria 
continued to acknowledge the authority of their enemies. This brought 
the conference to a termination , and. the parties separating with expressions 
of mutual disgust and hostility, Meyauz returned to Abu Obaidah, and 
reported the result of this fruitless attempt to accommodate a dispute, 
which ferocious ambitiou and rapacity on one side, and obvious imbecility 
on the other rendered, peihaps, impossible to reconcile. 

The failuie of another attempt to negociate with Abh Obaidah, nas 
nevertheless experienced by the generals of Heraclius, before they felt 
themselves constrained to resign their cause to the decision of the sword. 
But having foimed this resolution, they advanced, and boldly attacked the 
Mosslems on the right, left, and centre, commanded by Yezpid,Sherjebeil; 
and Khaled, respectively, and were, with their usual adverse foitune, 
repulsed on every side. They returned to the charge, notwithstanding, 
with additional resolution and fury , but^ meeting with a resistance 
equally firm and impenetrable, they were now assailed in turn by Khaled 
and Haushem the son of Autbah,* the nephew of Saud-e-\Vekkauss, by 
whom they were compelled tO’ resume their line of battle. However, the 
fortune of the day was not yet determined. A third time the Greeks, 
having poisoned their arrows, advanced with deliberate and silent steps, to 
make their last effort to disorder the ranks of the Mosslems; but the 
invincible Khaled again interposed nis piesence and example to elude the 
threatened blow. After a short exhortation to animate them m the per- 
formance of their duty, be called upon his soldiers to fix their attention 
intirely upon his person ; and when they should hear him utter the 
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A. H. XV. lenting hostility; which, for his own part, he had no further motive fot 
A.D. 636. delaying, as his arrangements had been long since completed. Upon 
Rouzut which, Khaled rose from the conference shaking the train of his vest, and 
ussuffa. departed without molestation, to communicate to Abh Obaidah the refi/ult 
of his mission. 

The negociation, whatever might have been the object of it, thus failing 
in every respect, but that of a mutual aggravation of the parlies, it next 
became the subject of discussion among the generals of Heraclius, in what 
manner to direct the operations of the mighty force entrusted to their 
management ; so as to ensure those advantages which were possible to 
be drawn from a prodigious superiority of numbers. The plan which 
appears to have been first suggested, was to sepaiate into several distinct 
corps, each in itself sufficiently strong to engage the enemy, with every 
reasonable prospect of success, while the lemaiiiing di\ isions weie held m 
reserve to attack in rotation ; and thus, by a series of alte»’naie assaults in 
close succession, continue to harrass and exhaust the strength of the 
Mosslems, until, by repeated action, fatigue and loss, they should be so 
intirely reduced, as to become at last an easy conquest. This, however, 
not according with the general opinion, another plan was adopted, by which 
it was finally determined to assail the enemy at once with their whole 
force, and put all to the hazard of a single conflict* of ivhich determination, 
together with the result of the recent conference \vith Khaled, the com- 
manding general immediately dispatched to apprize Heraclius , as also to 
announce the day on 'which be proposed to lead the troops into action. 
Nevertheless, having experienced considerable disquietude from a dream, 
in which he had been solemnly warned not to give battle to the Arabs, on 
pain of inevitable defeat, he could not forbear intimating to bis sovereign, 
that it would be prudent to provide in some degree against such a disaster, 
and for this purpose he lecommended, that all the females, together with 
the treasure and valuables, should be conveyed without delay, towards 
Constantinople. After which, he might himself, w'lth less anxiety, con- 
tinue at Antioch, to expect the issue of the impending conflict. ' 

"Willie his mmd was engaged in these anxious preparations to meet the 
enemy, one of lus principal ofliccrs requested, tlint Bahari would give him 
permi^'iion to lelate the circumstances of a fearfiil dream, with which he 

nI=:o had been rccentK \jsitcd, Jn thi'', he described, that he ‘^aw, as In 

♦ 
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tekheir,''* it was the signal to follow him, and urge their united course 
against the enemy’s legions. He then paused in silence to watch the 
decisive opportu ni ty , after which, advancing bai e headed in front of his troops, 
he cried, with a loud voice, Allah hfi akbar, God he is greats and rushed 
immediately foiward, followed by his whole division, uttering a shout so 
tremendous, that the affrighted Greeks were thrown into instant confusion ; 
fiom which, the Mossldms breaking in among them at the same time, it 
became impossible to recover. The defeat was attended with considerable 
slaughter. They left eleven thousand dead on the held of battle. The 
rest fled in part towards Antioch, or at any rate into those districts of the 
Syrian territory, not yet occupied by the Arabs , and others of the fugi- 
tives threw themselves into the fortress of Kohel, which lay somewhere 
in the vicinity On this occasion, from the acknowledgement of their 
own writers, the disparity, on the side of the Mossleras was not so consi- 
derable, as that with which they are generally represented to have 
contended with their adversaries , the force of the latter, being in this 
battle limited to sixty thousand, and that of the Mosslems consisting of 
not less than seven and thirty thousand men. It is, however, not to 
escape our recollection, whether in this, or any other occasion, that, with 
respect to numbers on either side, the calculations of the orentals are not 
to be admitted without ample allowance for exaggeration But it maybe 
safely allowed, that the victory of Kohel, although there may be some 
difficulty in ascertaimn's; the spot on which it was achieved, contributed to 
extend, in a very alarming degree, the terror already excited by the unin- 
terrupted career of success, with which it appears the Mahommedan 
armies were at this period, pressing onwards m every direction, fiom fheir 
native deseits 

The inhabitants of Harness, f in addition to the dangers with which they 
were more immediately threatened, had been most seriously alarmed by 
the reduction of MedaPin,^ the metropolis of the Khossrous, which had 
been taken possession of by Saud-e-\yekkauss, some time previous to the 
period under consideration They were, theiefore, aroused to the neces- 
sity of making the most speedv and active preparations for defence , and for 
further security, solicited and obtained from Heraclius, if that had been of 

• Alla hti akbar. f Emesa 

J Ctesiphon, generally so called by the Persians, sometimes Kteisfi&n. 
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thought, a number of men in ^^hilc vestments and green turbans, descend 
from thesk}, and ha\ing bound him, and his companions, proceed to 
drncthem od in all directions, cr\ing out at the same time in accents, 
uhich still sounded in liis cars, o; you pensh f That while 

they V ore accordingly endeavouring to escape fiom unknown danger, some 
of his companions seemed to fall to the earth , others appeared to cleave to 
it, without the power of motion m any shape; and that while, in this 
situation, he turned his attention towards those numerous bands which 
had once acknowledged their authority, he thought they follow'ed, diVisioh 
after dnision, and suddenly disappeared in succession, until not a vestigfe 
of the whole was to be seen ; and with these dreadful impressions on his 
imagination, he aw oke. With considerable displeasure at the uneasiness, 
which this relation had added to his former disquietude, Bahan proceeded 
to explain, what he conceded tins \ision appeared to forebode ; and par- 
ticularly that those wdiom lie obsened to fall, and to be deprived of motion, 
indicated all that were destined to meet death m the approaching battle : 
amongst whom, as some compensation for the additional discomfort of 
which he was now' the occasion, he ^e^y deioully w'lshed, the dreamer 
might prove the first. On the other hand, Abu Ooaidah has also his 
dreams assigned him ; not such, however, as to awaken those sentiments 
of dismay and despondence, by which the defeat of the Greeks was 
already half accomplished , but such as were calculated to inspire him- 
self and his followers, with the most animating confidence of success and 
victory. 

Of the dreadful battle w'liich ensued, and by which the fate of Syria and 
Palestine was ultimately decided, it will be sufficient, w'lthout entering 
into detail, to describe some of the principal features. As far as our infor- 
mation enables us to state, it would appear that the multitudinous legions 
which composed the Christian arm3s on this occasion, were, by their 
general, disposed into twenty separate divisions, each consisting of twenty 
thousand men, under the distinct management ot an experienced Batarka» 
from some known proof of superior ability selected for the charge. 
These were, at the same time, to be considered as acting in subordination 
to the more general arrangement, of two w'ings and a centre ; the right 
being consigned to the discretion of Boknautrah,^ and Joijeis . the lefit to 


A. H. xr. 
A.D 636, 


Rouzut 

USSU&ff. 


^ Po^natus perhaps, and George. 
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A.H.XIV. any avail, the assistance of a very powerful reinforcement; although) as 
A. D. 635. may have been not unfiequcntly obscived, where providence has already 
Rouisut determined the fall of empires, these very measures of’precaution appear 
Bssuffa. to have accelerated the decision of their fate. Abh Obaidah, with his 
usual cncuraspectjon, had conveyed to his sovereign eaiJy intelligence of 
the force which was collecting for tlie defence of Harness, and he received 
' in consequence orders from Omai, to proceed without delay, and form the 
siege of that place. He accordingly marched directly to Harness, and 
invested it so closely on every side, as to cut off from it every possibility 
laf further supply , net improbably, belnie the means of subsisting its nutner* 
oils gariison had been sufficiently piovided Theapprehensionsof immediate 
scarcity and famine, rendered an effort to open a communication with the 
country indisjiensable , and a vigoiou>> sally was accordingly determined on, 
andcaniediiito immediate execuiion But thevigilaiiceot AbbObaidah. and 
the courage of Khaled, ever foiernost to the call of danger, and not unworthily 
supported by the gallant \ezeid, piesented every w heie an insurmountable 
barrier to their exertions. The troojis ol the gairison were repulsed with 
slaughter-, and driven back into the town, to encounter, under all the dis* 
couragements of defeat) the distresses of hunger and deprivation in 'every 
shape. It would, however, appear, that before these disti esses could have 
made any considerable progress in the town, the inhabitants became so 
dismayed by surrounding dangers, that the honors of a protracted defence 
were foregone, to secure the probable attainment of favorable terms, by 
an early submission. With this object, they sent out proposals to Ab6 
Obaidah, who readily admitted them to a capitulation, on the payment of 
a stipulated ransom , and the place was accordingly Surrendered to him, 
without further resistance : the fifth part -of the ransom, being on this 
and every other occasion, remitted to the treasury of the Khahfs at 
Medemab, and the residue distributed on the spot among the Captors. 

The troops of Abu Obaidah were at this period dispersed over the 
country, to expedite the schemes of conversion) or of devastation and 
death ; and he was, from a prudent precaution, directed, on the reduction 
and of Harness, to concentrate his force as much as possible at that place, 
and there to remain for further instructions. He accordingly established his 
quarters within the walls of the town, while his scattered detachments 
repaired to join him from all parts of Syria. 
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A. H. XV. Serjius and Reyhaun ; and Bahan,* mounted on a black cbarget, clad 
A. D. 636. in gorgeous armour, conducted the movements of the centre in person. 
Rouzut On the other hand, Abh Obaidah, in his order of battle, seems to hare 

Tissuffa. adhered to the usual arrangement of right, left and centre ; placing Amril 

^nd Yezeid at the head of the former ; Meyauz the son of Jebbel, and 
Soweyd the son of Saumut, of the left ; and reserving to himself the com- 
mand of the centre. He stationed, however, a body of four thousand 
horse in ambuscade, under Saeid the son of Zeid ; and the general 
direction of the cavalry was, as usual, vested in KhMed ; while that of the 
infantry was entrusted to Haushem the son of Auttebah, the nephew of 
the conqueror of Medaein. And in this array, both armies, respectively, 
advanced to the field ofbattle^ the Mosslems, as we are given to under- 
stand, in profound and aweful silence } but in the Christian lines, such is 
represented to have been the noise occasioned by the mingled clamours of 
the priests chanting their gospels, and the motions of their beads and 
chaplets, as to have been compared to the distant roll of thunder ; while the 
glittering of their arms produced the more intelligible comparison of flashes 
of lightning gleaming in every direction. 

The efibrts of the enemy were at first directed against the centre of 
Abfi Obaidah, which, by a violent onset, they endeavoured to penetrate; 
but a body of ten thousand horse being brought to act upon them, by the 
genius of Khaled, the whole of the division employed in this attempt, 
was annihilated. Another, and equally unsuccessful attempt was, 
to bring down their archers, lU' hopes, by repeated vollies of arrows, to 
create disorder among the ranks of the Mosslems. By one of these, Malek 
the son of Hareth, the Nedjefite, received a wound in the eyebrow, whence 
he ever afterwards, obtained the name of Malek Ashtur, not less distin- 
guished by his dauntless valor, than by his faithful and unshaken 
attachment to the cause of Ally, Among those also, w'ho found a dis- 
tinguished record in the events of this memorable dav, it will not be 
surprising to observe the illustrious names of Amrh and Yezeid: both 
already sufficiently renowned by former exploits, and on this occasion 
conspicuously engaged at the head of the right wing. Animated by such 
examples, the Mosslems might be overwhelmed, but they were not to 
be conquered. The enemy recoiling from their onset, were thrown into 

* This latter is a corruption of Manuel, as was observed formerly. 
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On the apparenti)' premature capture of Harness, the emperor Heraclius A.H.xrv. 
began to feel himself straitened, even within the extensive ramparts of A. D. 635. 
Antioch. And on this occasion, the Arabian writers have undertaken to Rouzut 
furnish posterity with a report of the bitter expostulations with his courtiers, ussufFa. 
to which, in the mingled emotions of grief, disappointment, and rage, he 
now' gave a loose. He demanded of his Batarkas,*^ if the Arabs were not 
men like themsehes, with the difference onl 3 % that m number and personal 
strength they w ere greatly inferior^ to what fatality was he then to ascribe 
the disgraceful issue of ever}' combat in which his troops had been opposed 
to them ; and the strange apathy w ith w'hich his officers seemed disposed' 
to abandon to them, those fair domains w'hich, by every motive of interest 
and honor, they were engaged to defend. One of the courtiers, equally 
repectable by his advanced age and superior wisdom, ventured to tell his 
sovereign, that, if indulged w'lth permission, he could easily trace the 
source 'of all the misfortunes, by which the empire had been recently 
assailed. The victories of the Arabs were to be ascribed, solel}', to the 
perfection of those institutes, and of that religion, by w'hich they were 
equally restrained from evil, and stimulated to the performance of every 
virtue ; from wdiich alone, and from no other circumstance, they derived 
those irresistible energies, w'hich, as men and as soldiers, gave them 
hitherto, a decided superiority over all that had been employed against 
them. A superiority, which they would assuredly retain so long as the 
contamination of vice and luxury continued to debase the morals, and 
debilitate the exertions of their adversaries. 

This^ plain language of his venerable admonitor seems to have made a 
sensible impression on the mind of the emperor , he confessed with sorrow, 
that of all his numerous advisers, this old man alone had retained sufficient 
integrity to disclose the sentiments of truth ; of which he felt so powerful 
a conviction, that he could no longer hesitate in w'hat manner h6 was to 
dispose of himself, neither should he furnish such an example of folly and 
imbecility, as to expose his person any longer amongst a people so degen- 
erate. His resolution, therefore, was to remove to that part of his remain- 
ing dominions, w'here the progress of vice and corruption had not yet 

* It IS scarcely necessary to repeat, that Batarka and Essakefa, patnarchs and bishops, 
were the usual appellations by which the orientals chose to designate the principal officers 
and courtiers- of the Greek empure. 
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A.H. XIV. totdly destroyed the foundations of private and public virtue. The same 
A. D. 635. sage admonitor here again interposed, to observe, that partial discomfitures, 
Rouzut however disastrous, ought not yet, to compel him, to abandon forever a 

ussufFa. province so glorious as that of Syria, at least without trying the result of 

another conflict. He should, therefore, propose a nobler alternative , 
which was, that those numerous legions who had so long subsisted on his 
bounty, and who were now scattered m idle parade over the surface of his 
extensive dominions, should be assembled without loss of time, . to oppose 
the further progress of these formidable invaders. If the result was fortu- 
nate, all commeht was unnecessary • and if the reverse, he would then be 
justified before the world, m making a sacrifice of the country to the cruel 
vicissitudes of war. This more generous resolution prevailed with Csesar,* 
at any rate in concurrence with such a plan, dispatches were transmitted in 
all directions, to summon the troops of the empire to join the standard of 
Heraclius , and it would appear that such a multitude of armed men were 
accordingly brought together under the walls of Antioch, as were sufficient 
in point of number at least, to have expiated the atrocities of the Moss- 
lems in their own blood, if, by the decrees of an inscrutable providence, it 
had not been otherwise ordained. 

For the chief command of this assembled force, Heraclius selected from 
among his generals, Bahan,(into which the orientals have probably converted 
the name of Manuel) to whose reputed superior courage and skill, he 
conceived he might now venture to confide his interests in Syria. Three 
separate bodies, each one hundred thousand strong, weie, at the same 
time, held in readiness to advance to his support, comprising altogether, if 
these writeis are entitled to belief, with those already under the immediate 
command of this general, the formidable total of four hundred thousand 
' men. 

Such preparations could not, bowevefj escape the knowledge of 
Abfi Obaidah, m whom they might be reasonably expected to excite 
some degree of anxiety. It became therefore the subject of an early 
deliberation with his principal officers, whether it would be advisable to 
expect the approaching storm at Harness , or to letire without further 
-delay towards Damascus. On this occasion, Yezeid the son of Abu 
Sofieyan, whose character, amidst the rage of party, appears to have 
acquired universal respect, proposed, that after securing their families and. 
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A.H.XV. of Khaled was intended as a presage to the direful effusion of blood, 
A.D.636. which they were destined to witness on the banks of the Yermuk. The 
Rouzut intelligence of this victory, which, together with the appropriate fifth of 
ussuffd. spoil, was immediately conveyed to the seat of the IChelaufut, by Abfi 
Obaidah, was received by Omar and the chiefs of the nation with the most^ 
lively sensations of joy ; and with those testimonies of exultation, which a 
triumph so signal and decisive over the most formidable opponents of their 
ambitious projects, was calculated to inspire. 

Far different were the emotions which Heraclius was destined to exper- 
ience from the issue of this most sanguinary conflict. The fugitives who 
dropped in gradually at Antioch, appeared so completely exhausted with 
fatigue, and scared in their intellects, as to be totally incapable of giving 
any distinct account of what had passed : all that could, for some time, be 
collected, was, that they had witnessed some tremendous catastrophe, from 
the fearful impressions of which, they were not sufficiently recovered to 
afford any rational or coherent information. At last Khozzeimah, an j\rab 
chief of some distinction in his service, who had been present in the battle, 
was brought before Heraclius, and from him was derived a sufficient know- 
ledge of particulars, to estimate the extent of his misfortune ; not one of 
those generals, and nobles of Ins court, regarding whom he severally 
inquired, having escaped the dreadful carnage. The horrible report might, 
perhaps, be well supposed for the moment, sufficient to stagger his belief, 
or disturb his reason , but without attaching much importance to the fact, 
coming as it does on authority, by principle and inclination, decidedly 
hostile to the memory of a Christian monarch, Heraclius must have been, 
at this period of his life, possessed of no small portion of the inhuman and 
bloody spirit of the vilest of his predecessors in the Roman purple, if, with 
an impulse not unusual in the breast of tyrants, he condemned the unfor- 
tunate reporter on the spot, to lose his head ; not professedly indeed, 
because he happened to be the messenger of evil tidings , but because it 
was unfortunately recollected, that some eight years before, with the 
integrity of an honest man, he had been most urgent to dissuade his 
sovereign from abandoning the religion of Christ, for the doctrines of 
Mahommed ; when, in the sixth or seventh of the Hidjera, in common with 
other princes of the east, the letters of that bold reformer were communi- 
eated to'Hergchus. At any rate, although, to all obvious appearance at 
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least, tlie position of Antioch was pretty well removed from any danger of A. H. XV. 
immediate attack, Heraclius was so terrified by the intelligence, aggravated A.D. 636. 
not improbably, by apprehensions of domestic treason, that he conceived jiouzut 
a lono-er residence in that city would be attended with extreme hazard to ussufFa, 
his personal safety . and he therefore determined to quit the banks of the 
Orontcs without further delay. He accoidingly withdrew from Antioch, 
accompanied by his Avhole court , and on his departure, ascending a hill 
in the neighbourhood of that city, took a last view of the Syrian territory , 
and, expressing his equal regret and conviction that he should never again 
behold It as his own, he bid a long and afiecting adieu to this favorite and 
interesting domain. 

On the other hand, after securing the fruits of his victor}^ and probably 
encouraged by the precipitate retreat of the emperor of' the east, AbA 
Obaidah marched with his army and immediately invested Halleb.* The 
inhabitants were, perhaps, neither from habit nor disposition, prepared to 
encounter the hazards and extremities of a siege ; and they accordingly 
proposed, without much deliberation, to become tributary to the govern- 
ment of the Mosslems , and the Arabian general, very cheerfully agreeing 
to their proposal, thus obtained possession of a place of much reputed 
strength and importance, without experiencing eitherdifficulty or resistance. 

It must be confessed, that this is not reconcileable with the circumstances 
^of the defence of the castle of Aleppo, and the means by which, through 
the daring intrepidity of an individual, it was ultimately captured, as des- 
cribed by Mr. Gibbon, on the authority of Ockley ; which are intirely 
omitted by the historian, whom, in this place, we profess to follow ; although 
in other occurrences frequently of inferior interest, we shall rather have 
occasion to complain of redundancy than omission. And if, m other 
respects, these pages shall be found to depart from the order of events as 
described by the same eloquent writer, with whom the capture of Jerusa- 
lem precedes that of Aleppo, we have no apology to offer, but that of 
being compelled to adhere to our original. 

Having taken possession of Aleppo, a body of two thousand horse, under 
Malek Ashtur, and Hobairah the son of Mefrouk, was detached by Abii 
Obaidah towards Derbund of Rume ; some place of that name probably on 

♦ Aleppo. 
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ollus ; diivcn, however, to extremity, and hopeless of-relief, the place was A.H.XVIII- 
surrendered to the besiegers , and the inhabitants, by an immediate pay- A. D. 639 . 
ment of twenty thousand dinaurs, and an engagement for the future, to Habeib 
remit to the treasury at Medemah, a capitation of four dinaurs a man, 
w ith the tithe of all their cattle, w ere received into the protection of Isslam, 
and permitted to follow' the religion of their ancestors.. It may be 
once for all observed, that in the early stage of their progress towards 
foreign dominion, the disciples of Mahommed were seldom, if ever, known 
to be extremely urgent for a change in point of faith, being in general 
easil} prc\ ailed upon to accept of a reasonable compromise, where the 
defence was not particularly aggravating ; on a probable presumption, that 
if their conquests pro\ed permanent, such a change would be the natural 
result , m w Inch, m a very great measure, they appear to have been justi- 
fied by the event. 

Upon the reduction of this place, Ayauz advanced to Roha, better known 
to western nations by the name of Edessa , which city also submitted on 
composition. The surrender of Harran and Aynulasw’ad, in the same 
quarter, followed on similar , terms. He next invested Nessebein, the 
ancient Nisibis, w'hich, sustained a siege of several months. One of the 
expedients to which, the Arabian chief had recourse, for the speedier 
reduction of this towm, is so singular, that it -appears worth the recol- 
lection. Ha\ mg caused a great number of scorpions* to be collected, and 
inclosed m jars, he directed, them to be tbrowm at night by his bahstae, or 
projectile machines, into the works of ihe besieged ; and the jars being 
shattered to pieces by the concussion of their fall, the noxious and disgrust- 
ful reptiles occasioned such horror and -annoyance among the garrison, 
many of whom Jbemg stung, to death, that a deputation was immediately 
sent, out to Ayauz, to treat fora capitulation ; but reasonable terms being 
denied them, hostilities w'cre resumed, and the same curious and extraor^ 
dmary expedient again put, m practice ; and the Mussulmans soon after- 
wards attacking tlie town by assault, it w'as^ earned with considerable 
slaughter, although a ransom of forty thousand dinaurs, and an engage- 
ment for annual tribute, is stated to, have redeemed the inhabitants from 
the horrors of massacre and a generafpillage. 

• The translator is at the same time, not at all assured, that his author has not here mis« 
t?Iena ^Nell knottnmihtary machine of the ancients, for the venomous reptile of this name*. 

t From 18,000/. to 2S,000/. 
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A. H. XV. the frontiers of Anatolia. This detachment was, however, recalled shortly 
A. D. 6s6. afterwards; but not before Malek Ashtur had found an opportunity of 
Rouzut exhibiting the most conspicuous proofs of singular prowess and personal 
•ussuffa. strength, in a desperate action with a superior force of the enemy. Abu 
Obaidah then conducted the army back to Damascus, leaving Habeib the 
son of Selmah, in charge of Aleppo and Kunserein,* and the recent acquf- 
sitions in that quarter. On his return to Damascus, he dispatched to 
acquaint Omar with the steps he had last adopted ; by whom he was 
directed for the present to suspend the operations of the war, and to allow 
his soldiers a short period of repose ; before he proceeded to the final 
reduction of those numerous places of strength, which still continued to 
resist the yoke of the Mossfems in different parts of Syria. In the letter 
transmitted by the Khahf on this occasion, he announces the progress of 
Saud-e-Wekauss in the w'ar against the Persians, whom he now' describes 
as reassembling, after their calamitous defeats, under the passesof Huhvaun. 
A.H. XVI. When the army had accordingly enjoyed a period of repose at Damascus, 
A. D.637. sufficient to recover them from the fatigues of an arduous campaign, Abu 
Obaidah received the oideis of Omar to proceed to the reduction of 
Ailiah, or Jerusalem, f so called, from the emperor Adrian On this ser- 
vice, Amrh w'as sent before him with a competent force, to commence the 
siege of that city, which was for some time defended by the garrison, or 
inhabitants, with considerable ffiravery and resolution. To the governor 
who conducted the defence of Jerusalem on this occasion, the orientals 
have assigned the name of Artifin ; but to w'hich of the generals of Hera- 
chus, or of the fugitives who escaped the carnage of the Yermuk, this 
name applies, it is m vain to conjecture. Be it however as it may, w'hen 
Amru had been for some time engaged m the siege of the place, he 
received from one of the inhabitants a message, apprizing him, that it 
would be as well to suspend his labour ; because, in addition to the most 
conspicuous character for integrity and justice, with which he w'ould be 
adorned, the name of the distinguished person, to whom Jerusalem was 
destined to fall, was composed of three letters, and his, it w'as unnecessary 
to remind him, consisted of four. At the same time, the manner in which 
Amru possessed himself of this important secret, has by other authors been 

* Chalcis of Syria, 

t It IS bowerer more generally knowui in the East by the name of Beit ul mukdess. Th« 
residence of holmess, 
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The conquGstofJczzeirah andDiaurbekir appears tohave been completed 
by the capture ofNissebeln , and A^auz consigning the governmentof those 
territories to Autba the son of Feikud, theSelmian, was directed by Omar 
to returmnto Syria, \^here, soon after his arrival, he died at Emesa or 
Hems, at the age of sixty, a favorite period of dissolution with our author; 
hut It IS scarcely necessary to repeat, that in numerical calculations, it is 
not always either safe or necessary to place implicit reliance on the tran- 
script of an oriental. 

Among the events of the twentieth of the Hidjera, we find included 
the death of the emperor Heiachus, in the thirty-first year and fifth month 
of a reign almost as fortunate in the commencement, as it was disastrous 
in the conclusion. We have already had occasion to notice an absurd 
belief disseminated by oriental historians, that so far back as the ninth year 
of the Hidjera, while the Arabian prophet was encamped at Tabouc, this 
prince had secretly professed himself a convert to their faith , for which 
there appears to exist no reasonable foundation whatever. He was, how-' 
ever, -succeeded in the throne of the Caesars by his son Constantine. 

In the course of the ensuing year, the twenty-first of the Hidjera, Ararft 
Auss the governor of Egypt extended his conquests westward of the Nile 
to Nubia, Barca, and Tripoly, and other provinces of Africa, on the coast 
of the Mediterranean ; w'hich were now successively subj’ugated, by the 
enterprising spirit of the Mosslems. The same year, is, according to some 
accounts, fixed for the death of Khaled at Hems. 

Id the twenty-third of the Hidjera, Mauw'eiah the son of Abfi Sofifeyan, 
on the death of his brother, the gallant Yezzeid, succeeded to' the govern- 
ment of Damascus; reduced the cities of Asclani, or AscaIon,and Amfiriali, 
in Palestine ; and laid the foundation of that power, which ultimately 
enabled him to aspire to the throne of the Khalifs. In the succeeding 
chapter the attention of the reader will be directed to the operations of the 
Persian war ; from which it will probably appear, that there required as 
much time and exertion, to achieve the conquest of that single slip of 
territory, extending ftom Jerusalem to' Antioch, and for the most part 
included between the course of the Orontes and the Mediterranean, as 
was adequate to the subjugation of those extensive and opulent regions 
which fill the space between the Euphrates and the distant Oxus. A 
reflection, peradventure, not much to the advantage of the disciples of 
Zeratusht. 
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ililTorontly ‘Stated *■ Bn •^uch we nro c:j\rn to understand, that Artihn, 
the u'^nennir <ir the place, ('qti.ills di^tingDished arnontr the Chnstians for 
\\isdi>in .\ml \ahnir. fouml menus to annnnncc to Amrh, that the prosecu- 
lit'ii «>! tlu's't^e en hl'^ ptrt un^^l.ibour tntirely Inst , hccatisc there e\istcd 
a Will I lu'wn jiredictinii, that tlu' sacred ( ity uas destined to yield to a 
]ii r-nn distm^nislu (1 In rt'rlam marks, nt whieh not one nas to he recog- 
mr- d. t'lther m the per-'On of Amro, or m an\ part of his ehameter And 
h(’ therefnre roemninemled to him. to spare himself much fr.iitlcss faticrnc 
and loss. In raismt: the su-ije Vhuler pr<‘tt nee of com eying an ansuer to 
tins eonminnieation. \mru sent into .lernsalcm a person nhom he selected 
for his knonlcdue of the langiincre of the Christians winch knowledge, he 
w ns. how e\ er, iiistrneied eari,liill\ to conceal, and to pa}’ the strictest 
aiiention to the coinersnion which should occur at the conference, to 
w hu h he w ns to he admitted . so as to prestn e .i perfect recollection of all 
that passed hen the mosscniirer w.is permitted to dclncr Ins letter to 
Artiun, till' latter re|)eau <1 the cirrumstancc of the prediction , and, with 
a remissiicss. noi\er\ creihtahle to his prudence, (to gratif\ the curiosity of 
some of Ills v>jii(\Ts) proceeded to doscrihe the marks, b} which the 
desiiiu'd rmupu ror of .Icnisalem, was to he recognized; among others, 
that his name was composv'd of throe h'tters, whereas, he remarked, that of 
Amrh coin mud four, all which the messenger carefully noted, and as 
imiutnall} rt ported on his return to Amru. In Arabic, it is .Almost unne- 
ccssar\ to add, that though tnc name of Amru consists of four, that of 
Omar contains no more than three letters, and this, with some other 
apparent eoinculcnccs, enabled Amru to trace the reseniblance to the 
reigning soAcrcii^n of the Mosslems. 

In the mean time, Abu Ohaidah, w ith the main body of the S}rian army, 
adA.mci’d irom Damascus, and encamped somewhere on the river Jordan ; 
from w Ik nee he transmitted to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a summons to 
become trihnlary without further resistance , otherw’ise he should be con. 
strained to employ against them, a description of men, who, in the adA ance- 
ment of their faith, Io\ed death, better than the Christians loAcd hog’s 
flesh and wine Hut finding that this insulting message produced no 
effect in relaxing the defence of the besieged, he proceeded m a few da}S 

• Habcib-ussev r. 


A.H XVI. 
A. D f)3r. 

Hou/ut 

ussuiTa. 



05 


CHAP. IV. 

O N the death of the Khalif Abu Bukker, the Persian government, A'.H. XITt 
encouraged, probably, by the prospect of a contest fof the succession A. D. 634. 
among the Arabian chiefs, appears to have manifested an early disposition Rouzut 
to embrace the opportunity of opposing a more effectual resistance, to the ussuffit. 
incroachments of the hlahommedans, and of expelling them from their 
usurpations m the neighbourhood of the Euphrates. For this purpose, 
preparations unusually formidable u’ere made, m order to attack the force 
under Muthanna the son of Harethah, the Sheibanian, who had, for some 
time past, presided over the interests of the new religion in Arabian Irak: 
and as Mhthanna could not long remain a stranger to such preparations, he 
took, w'lth the concurrence of his associates, the resolution of repairing, 
without delay, to the residence of the Khalifs, to solicit reinforcements. 

To serve, perhaps, as some kind of prelude, to the splendid and porten- 
tous events, which were to follow, we are told, that under the illusion of 
a dream, an unknown person appeared to this commander ; and presenting 
him with a standard, announced the approaching dissolution of the empire 
of the Persians ; to accelerate which, he now required him to proceed im- 
mediately te Medeinah, to demand the assistance of Omar. And, as a 
proof that his fortunes were become the peculiar care of providence, we 
are further informed, that, while on his journey through the desert, on this 
occasion, he and the followers who accompanied him, lost their way ; but 
in the midst of the perplexity and alarm which seized them under such 
circumstances, they were suddenly and miraculously relieved by the voice 
of an invisible guide, which, chanting, in melodious measure, the triumph 
of Isslam, and the prostration of the standard of inBdelity, reconducted 
them to their proper road. All which, if not precisely true, it was not 
very difficult to invent, in order to promote the designs of inordinate 
ambition and rapacity, against the possessions and opulence of a declining 
empire. 
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A. H.XVI. and joined Amrii. To convince him that they were not yet discour- 
A. D 637. aged by the accumulation of force which now beleaguered them, thegarri- 
Rouzut son of Jerusalem sallied from the town, and resolutely attacked their 
nssufta, besiegers ; they were, however, repulsed with loss, and compelled for the 
future to confine themselves to the defence of their walls. Perceiving at 
length, that the perseverance and ardour of the Arabs must ultimately 
prevail; and that the feeble barrier by which they were j'^et separated 
would shortly give way to^their efforts, it was announced to Abfi Obaidah, 
that they were ready to treat for a surrender ; but that they were deterred 
from coming to a conclusion on the subject by a distrust, of which they 
acknowledged they were not able to divest themselves, in his observance of 
the faith of treaties ; they therefore proposed that Omar should be on the 
spot to ratify the treaty in person, and that they'should then feel no diffi- 
culty in submitting to his authority. 

This proposal on the part of the besieged, Abh Obaidah found it advis- 
able to communicate to the chief of the believers at Medeinah : by whom 
it was made the subject of immediate deliberation with those whose 
opinion he was accustomed to consult. Of these, Othman declared him- 
self against the KhaliPs removing from the seal of government on any 
consideration. But Ally was decidedly in favor of the journey , from a 
conviction, that, exclusive of the surrender of Jerusalem, there were other 
considerations which at this crisis rendered the presence of Omar with the 
army extremely desirable. This opinion prevailed, and Abbas was accord- 
ingly directed to form an encampment without the town, in order to escort 
the Khalif, who shortly afterwards set out for Palestine, leaving Ally to 
superintend the government of Medeinah, during his absence. 

On information ol his approach, Abfi Obaidah, accompanied by several 
of his principal officers, among others, Khaled and Yezeid, proceeded to 
Jabbia,** five stages from Jerusalem, to meet the Khalif, whose simple and 
unostentatious equipment, seemed to excite an apprehension, among those 
V ho had been now long habituated to more polished observances, lest it 
should expose their sovereign to the contempt of a luxurious nation. Tlmj 
found him, ulicn they met, clad in his ordinary woollen garment, seated 
on a camel, uith a scimitar suspended from one shoulder, and a how on 
the other. According to some vnters, he vas Icadiiis Ins camel by ti'C 
br'die, while ins s!a\c was mounted , and when they inquired why he ( hO'" 
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Be this, however, as it may, about the commencement of the reign of 
Omar, the person already mentioneld came to Medeinah, and awakened 
the attention of that pnnce^to Ibe present necessity and incalculable future 
advantage, of furnishing ipowerful reinforcements^ as well to secure the 
acquisitions already established in Irak, as enable him to take possession 
of the rich and splendid metropolis of the Persian monarclis. As an 
argument to prevail upon the Khalif, Ihe more cheerfully to seCofiS hts 
viewa on the occasion, he did not fail to represenMhe golden soil of -the 
Chaldeans, if indeed it were not a disparagement, to call that golden, 
which bore a higher value than all the precious metals ; that soil so cele- 
brated for its unparalleled felicity, for the perfection of its agriculture, the 
magnificence of its structures, the multitude of its flocks and herds, and 
the beauty and variety of its manutactuies , as mhabited^by a race of men 
not less remarkable for the noble and commandimt stature of their persons, 
than for the extreme timidity to which it was united. 

Convinced by this latter circumstance, that the splendid plans of spolia- 
.tion now exhibited to his view, were within -tbe -scope of a very moderate 
share of enterprise and resolution, Omar embraced the very next occasion 
of public prayer, to call upon the congregation of the faithful not to omit 
such a glorious opportunity of fulfilling the predictions of their prophet; 
who had long since promised them the empire of the east, and the exhaust- 
less treasures of the Caesars and the successors of Cyrus. But it would 
-appear, that-tlie Mussulman chiefs were not yet prepared to divest tliein* 
selves of those vast conceptions, which they had-ever been accustomed to 
entertain, of the power and resources of the Persian empire. However, 
the sense of danger receding, at last, before the dazzling splendor of the 
enterprise, and the prospect of.that prodigious booty, which must be the 
reward of successful exertion,; Abfi Obaidah the son of Mflssaoud, of the 
tribe of Thakef, and father of the celebrated Mokhtaur, broke silence, and 
professed his readiness to carry the orders of his sovereign into execution, 
at the head of the whole of his dependents. 

Selleit the son ot Keyss,the Ansaur, expressing an equal inclinotion to 
second the view’s of the Khahf, the example of these respectable person- 
ages, ^\as sufficient to excite the emulation of a multitude of others, who 
now contended for a share in the glorious enterprise; only stipulating, tlial 
in his selection of a general to command them, Omar would confine 
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to >\alk, Ins attendant lode, lie replied, that the camel happened to A. 
he ilicir common property, and that it was now the attendant’s turn to A.D. 637. 
ndc But in order that Ins appearance might, as they said, in some Rouzut 
degree, correspond nilh the majesty of the Khclaufut, he was prevailed ussuIRi. 
upon to attire hnnsclf in a suit of white apparel, and to mount the horse 
which they had provided for his introduction among his new'Iy conquered 
subjects. To all this, he quietly submitted- but before he had long 
endured the constraint of this no\cl equipment, he found himself so 
extremely embarrassed, that he conceived it follj' to persevere; and there- 
fore disengaged himsell from such appendages , he betook himself, wnthout 
further ceremony, to what he was better accustomed to, exclaiming 
against the absurdity of forsaking established habits and usages, for the 
mere gratification of an idle and ridiculous caprice. And in this guise he 
entered the camp before Jerusalem , bis mode of life, in other respects, 
corresponding, no doubt, with the same patriarchal and primitive simplicity 
uniformly exhibited in the manners of the Arab chiefs of that, and every 
other age. 

On the arrival of Omar, Artidii, the governor on the part of Heraclius, 

IS said to have witlidraw n himsclffrom Jerusalem, and to have fled into Egypt; 
and the Khalif, after reposing from the fatigues of his journey, received, 
from the ecclesiastics, and other inhabitants, through a certain Arabian of 
the name of Abi ul Jeiaud, proposals to surrender the town , provided, on 
their becoming tribular)^, he w'ould engage on Ins part, to secure them 
against expulsion from their habitations. To which Omar consented with 
little hesitation , and the articles having been committed to writing, and 
properly executed, the treaty was by him ratified, and delivered over for 
the security of the inhabitants The Christians then opened their gates, 
and the Mosslems, with Omar and all his principal officers at their head, ' 
entered Jerusalem. There, in the midst of the sacred city, Bellaul, 
the prophet’s herald of prayer, who had never performed the office since 
the death of his master, and who had resided m Syria since the demise of 
Abb Bukker, was now called upon by the Khalif to exalt his voice once 
more in the service of his religion ; the herald, though he confessed it w'as 
contrary to a solemn resolution, to evince, how'ever, his sacred regard 
to the commands of the prophet’s successor, immediately placed his 
fingers to his ears , and by his well known accents, brought to the recoT 
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"hitoself to the two most distinguished orders of the Mahommedan commu- 
nity, the Mohaujer and Ansaur, or coexiles and auxiliaries of the prophet. 
Nevertheless, declaring that the man who had stood forward to evince his 
zeal and duty on the occasion, was alone justly entitled to such a prefer- 
rence, Omar conferred the command upon Abh Obaidah, though not 
included in either of those highly favored orders*; being a pupil only of 
the companions of the prophet, to whom he had become a convert, proba- 
bly, at a more recent period. 

Before he dismissed him to take charge the expedition, Omar thought 
fit to acquaint Abb Obaidah, that, although from an apprehension that his 
army might be led into unforeseen and unnecessary dangers, by the ardent 
and impetuous spirit of Selleit, the chief command had therefore been 
withheld from him notwithstanding his otherwise superior claims , he must, 
nevertheless, mijom him to conduct himself towards that person with the 
most respectful demeanor, and that he was to be governed in every under- 
taking by the suggestions of his riper experience. These admonitions, like 
many others, we cannot forbear thinking tohave’been suggested, notwith- 
standing, after the event ; because, to his obstinate disregard of the counsels 
of Selleit, have been ascribed the subsequent destruction of Abfi Obaidah 
and the greater part of his army, as will presently appear. 

Be this, however, as it may, having joined the troops alfeady employed 
in Irak, Abb Obaidah, accompanied by the other chiefs, including Mh- 
thanna, who, though the original prompter, appears yet to have borne but a 
very inferior authority in the enterprise, advanced to attack a body of the 
enemy stationed on the frontiers, under Jaban, a Persian commander of 
some distinction detached to tins quarter by Khstum Furrukh zaud, by 
others called Rhstum the son of Hoimhz, araeir ul omra or lieutenant 
general of the empire • the throne of the Sassanides being, at this period, 
filled by a princess of the name of Thrandokht. In a battle which soon 
afterwards ensued, this commander made himself conspicuous, by the most 
gallant personal exertions, and by killing with fais own hand several of the 
bravest of the Mosslems who ventured to assail him. But being himself 
at last unhorsed and brought to the earth, by one of the Arabian warriors 
•of the order of the Ansaur, the latter bestrode his bosom, and was about 
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j' H.XVI. lection of his countrjTiien the blessings they had shared in the society of 
A D 637 . their lamented legislator ; a recollection, which, in the midst of triumph, 
Rouzut ^^as immediately attended by a loud and universal burst of sorrow. Thi': 
iisnifla. did not, however, prevent Omar from proceeding to discharge the functions 
of the Imaumut with the usual forms , and as if the triumph of the Koran 
M’as now complete, to offer praise to that eternal being, by whose inscruta- 
ble designs, it was permitted to repeat the formula of the INIosslems,** tlie 
supposed proof of established sovereignty, on that favored spot, the equal 
veneration of Jew, of Christian, and Mahommedan. 
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A.H.XIV. to bcver his head from ttje body, when the fatal blow was suspended by 
A 'D.655. the cry ofLaillauh, &c. ihere is no God hut God^ from the lips of his 
prostrate adversary; who seized the aweful pause to tell him, that if he 
ussuffa. spaied his life, he would make him the possessor of a male' and female 
slave, of such surpassing excellence as should challenge the sui prise and 
envy of all his associates. The Arab gave his assent , and returning to join 
-his fellows in arms, accompanied by the Persian chief, they demanded if 
he was aware of the rank and importance of his captive ; adding, that instead 
of two, if he had required two hundred slaves as his ransom, he would not 
have been refused ; the soldier observed, that the information uas now not 
very material, because he was determined to be faithful to his engagement. 
As some compensation, however, for this unexpected instance of generosity, 
the Persian doubled his ransom, with the addition of two thousand dirhems, 
and becoming an immediate convert to Isslam, arose, at a subsequent 
period, to distinguished eminence among the proselytes of Mahommedan- 
ism. The victory remained^ it may be necessary to observe, with Abil 
Obaidah. 

Before he could well proceed to divide the spoils of his victory, a report 
was made to Abh Obaidah, thatNersy the queen of Persians cousin german, 
with a very considerable force, was encamped under the walls ofSekatiah, 
and that Jaleinhs, another Persian commander, with a body of twenty 
thousand men, was on his march to join him; on which the Arabian 
general judiciously determined to attack these troops before they could 
form a junction. He accordingly led his army first against the division of 
Nersy, whom he succeeded in defeating, and shortly aftenvards, falling in 
with that which was marching against him under Jaleinfis, he attacked 
him with equal good fortune, and compelled him in disgraceful plight, to 
announce his discomfiture to the general of the empire, at this period 
employed in assembling the whole force of liis country in the neighbour- 
hood of the Persian metropolis. 

To retrieve these accumulated discomfitures, and, if possible, arrest the 
successful progress of the Mosslems, the choice of Rhstum, was now, by 
the opinion of his council, bespoken forBohmun Jaudii , whose courage 
and experience seem to have been sufficiently signalized, to mark him for 
the post of danger on this occasion. He was accordingly dispatched at 
the head of a numerous army, of eighty thousand men, according to some 

♦“Bohmun the magician. 
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‘'spread r\Tctclicclncss and mourning among the cities of the franks.” 
For this cfl'usion of his muse, the poet receded from Khrded, equally 
liberal as he ^^as bra\e, a donation of ten thousand dirhems;* act of 
lihcrahtN which did not fail to awaken the observation and aspersions of 
cin \ , from the cn\cnomed innuence of which, says our author, f the hand 
of death alone rehc\cs us. Suggestions and insinuations were conveyed 
to Omar, that considering the exactions, and the embezzlements from the 
propertN of the public, of which Klh'dcd w'as guilty, it was not surprising 
that he should now’ be rblc to kwisli ten thousand Dirhems on his panegy- 
rist , any more than that on a fonner occasion, he could discover 'resources 
to advance one hundred thousand, as the dower of his w ife. Such animad- 
^c^slons, together with many more of a similar tendency', did not fail to 
awaken in the breast of Omar, those smothered sentiments of displeasure, 
with which It had been exasperated, by the death of Malek the son of 
Nowairah, and the premature espousal of his widow'; and he was, there- 
fore, the more easily impelled to convey his immediate instructions to Abft 
Obaidah, requiring him, should Khaled be found to have had the audacity' 
to appropriate the cfiects, or m any other respect to ha\e set at nought the 
rights of the faithful, to take from him the one half of what he w'as worth, 
and send him to Medemah. 

In concurrence with the Khalifs instructions. Abb Obaidah, in the 
inquiry which it was thought necessary to institute on the occasion, 
proceeded w’lth circumstances so ignominious and degrading to Khaled, 
that, considering the fierce and intractable disposition of the man, his 
endurance under such treatment appears something extraordinary ; if, 
according to some accounts, J we are to believe, that he was compelled to 
reply to the interrogatories, w'lth w'liich he was importuned on the subject, 
w'lth Ins turban tied about his neck, and held by one end by the common 
cryer. -To this treatment, how'ever, and to the fine of one half of his 
effects, which w-as immediately levied upon him, Khaled submitted with 
exemplary moderation ,§ alleging, that the dictates of resentment, however 
just, should not, prevail with him to. resist the will of his superiors. He 

About 229 /. sterling. Equu'alent to, perhaps, tfen dmes as much at the present day. 
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writers, to give battle to the enemy ; with instructions to place the dis- A.H.XIV. 
honored JaleinOs with the advanced division, and to put him to death, if A.D. 635. 
he gave any further proof of pusillanimous behaviour. The Persian general Rouzut 
then led his troops, 'without obstacle, to the Euphrates ; on the banks of ussuff^ 
which river, at a station called ALssenautek, and opposite, it is said, to a 
position occupied by the Mosslems on the other side, he pitched his campo 
Elated by the presumption of recent success, Abb Obaidah, in spite 
of the remonstrances of Selleit the son of Keyss, and notw-ithstandmg the 
vast inferiority of his force, determined to cross the river, and attack the 
Persians ; and for this purpose, one of liis captains was immediately directed 
to construct a bridge, of such materials as could be most expeditiously got 
togetlier for the occasion. He w'as suffered to complete the passage of the 
Euphrates, as it w'ould appear, w'lthout molestation from the Persian 
general , who, though considerably surprised at the audacity of the move- 
ment, prepaied without further delay, to give battle to the Arabs, whose 
utmost strength, if their winters are entitled to credit, did not exceed nine 
thousand men. In the conflict which ensued, the Mosslems appear at an 
early period to have been thrown into confusion, by the elephants dis- 
posed along the front of the Persian line, and particularly by one, which, 
for Its singular w'hiteness and enormous bulk, was conspicuous beyond the 
others. This, Abu Obaidah, after making himself acquainted with the 
part in which it w'as most vulnerable, and again setting at nought the 
expostulations of the son of Keyss, resolved to assail. On the back of the 
anfmal, in a rich and splendid amhaurah, sat Sheheryaur a noble Persian 
of great distinction, accompanied by several attendants, from whom, how- 
ever, the intrepid Mussulman met w'lth no obstacle in his approach. 

His first object was to cut the ropes that secured the arah^rah, which 
brought the riders headlong to the earth , and the animal now directing its 
fury against the daring assailant, the latter, wnth a dextrous sweep of his 
scimitar, struck off the proboscis or trunk of the elephant ; but while he 
was endeavouring to withdraw, the foot of Abfi Obaidah slippme-. !;<= 
came to the ground ; and the animal thus mortally wounded falling on the 
same spot, crushed him to death with the weight of its enormous carcase. 

Selleit the son of Keyss, and several more who successively assnire^fth- 
command in the course of the action, having shared the fate thajr 
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A. H.XVI. then repaired to Med ein ah, where, on his arrival, he was subjected to a 
second personal examination from the Khalif; by whom he was condemned 
Rouzut to the further payment of fortj^ thousand dirhems, being the moiety of all 
ussuffa, he had been suffered to retain by the previous award of Abh Obaidah. 

Whence it may be estimated, that the whole of the property which he 
app’ears to have amassed, deducting what had been disbursed m expen- 
sive largesses, may be calculated at one hundred and sixty thousand dirhems; 
which, at the rate of five-pence half-penny to the dirhem, would amount 
to about three thousand six hundred and sixty seven pounds sterling ^ 
and allowing for the fallen value of the precious metals since that period, 
may be rated as equal perhaps to ten times the sum at the present day. 
No exorbitant accumulation after all, when the numerous expeditions in 
which he was engaged, are taken into the account. And yet, if the 
scruples of Kh&led were so little burdensome to him, as the character for 
strict and rigid justice universally ascribed to Omar, may lead us to sus- 
pect, the incumbrance of a private treasury could be easily dispensed with, 
when that of the public afforded such convenient resources. Such, 
however, were the multiplied and humiliating mortifications, to which, 
after the many and important services which he had rendered to Isslara, 
the undaunted Khaled was destined to submit , neither do we find that he 
was ever afterwards called into employment. 

At the death of this able and intrepid soldier, which is here stated to 
have taken place in the fifth of Omar, about the nineteenth year of the 
Hidjer.i, he lamented, that, after having sought the gloiy of martyrdom in 
so many sanguinary conflicts, and felt the weapons of the enemy in eveiy 
Jimb, he should at last be compelled to quit the world an ordinary and 
ignoble carcase. He directed, his horse and arms, and the oulj^ solitary 
slave in his possession, to be disposed of, for the relief of the companions 
of his expeditions ; professing, that in all his actions, the object which he 
had ever most ardently pursued, was the advancement of the law of God, 
as communicated through his prophet. It was now discovered, that the 
same horse and arms, and slave, above alluded to, comprized the whole of 
his property ; a circumstance, by which Omar was constrained to acknow- 
ledge that his suspicions had been unjust ; he even condescended to weep 
for the departed warrior, contrary to his avowed principle, that the tears of 
the afflicted were unbecoming the condition of humanity ; and derogatoiy 
to that spint of resignation, which, under every trial, it behoved the brave 
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A. H.XIV* general, the hopeless charge devolved- at lengthen Mi^thanna; ibr the 
A. D 6^5. consternation of the Arabs, on the loss of so many leaders, was now too 
Bouzut widely spread to admit of remedy. They were giving way on all sides, 
ussuftd. and his most anxious concern was to secure their retreat. For this pur- 
pose he dispatched one of his followers, to prevent, if possible, the fugitives 
from breaking down the bridge of the Euphrates in their confusion ,* while,, 
with a chosen few, he remained to cover the rear against the efforts of their 
pursuers. On this occasion, it is. in general affirmed, that one of those 
stationed for the protection of the bridge, perceiving the disorderly flight 
of the Arabs, determined to destroy it;, in the idea, that the fugitives, 
finding themselves cut off from all hope, of safety by a continuance of their 
flight, would be induced to rally and meet the enemy. But in this he was. 
deceived. Rather than encounter the swords of their pursuers, the Arabs 
chose the hazard of perishing in the Euphrates , and without further 
deliberation, plunging into the stream, were the greater part of them 
drowned, before they could succeed in gaining the opposite hank : while 
Mbthanna and his gallant associates, by a generous and resolute exertion, 
checking the pursuit of the Persians, made good their retreat at a more 
distant part of the river, and took post at at place called Tliaulebiah, in 
which they immediately prepared to resist the further attempts of the 
enemy. In this action, which took place m the fourteenth of the Hidjera, 
and in the disorderly flight across the Euphrates which succeeded to it, 
there is acknowledged to have fallen four thousand Mussulmans. Two thou- 
sand escaped to Medeinah, and three thousand, or according to others, not 
more than one thousand, remained with Mbthanna. 

When intelligence of this disaster, the most severe that had befallen the 
iSIahommedans since the death of their prophet, was conveyed to Omar, 
he directed the messenger to return, without delay, with orders to Mh- 
thanna, to remain m his post, until such time as he should be joined by 
the reinforcements A\hich were preparing for his relief. And as soon as 
they could be draun together from their several tribes, a considerable body 
of troops, under Jerreir the son of Abdullah, proceeded accordingly, with 
the necessary expedition to the station atThilebiah, Avhere Mbthanna had 
been suffered to remain, fortunately, without molestation from the enemy. 

HaNing joined the troops of Muthanna, Jerreir ad\anced into the tern- 
tor)' of llcircdi, and encamped at Dcir-c-lnnd, from w hence hesent detach- 
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oiul good to exhibit towards the dispensations of Omnipotence* And when A. H. XVI. 
he had occasion to notice the unbounded affliction, into which the sister A.D. 637. 
of this celebrated chieftain appealed to be thrown, by thelosaof her Rouzut 
brother, he sYinpathizcd with her , obser\ ing, that so long as she restrained ussuflS, 
herself from tearing her clothes and cheehs, and from other violent demon- 
strations, she must be permitted to indulge her 8 orrot\s. It is added, as a 
further proof of his posthumous esteem and unavailing regret, for one, 

^^hom the hand of death had now removed beyond the reach of envy and 
revenge, that, happening to pass, while the mother of Kh.lled was repeat- 
ing with tears of anguish, some of those numerous strains of panegyric, 
which had been drawn forth b}' the exploits of her intrepid son, he could 
not be w ithheld from the confession, that, so far as experience enabled 
him to judge, »ac/ inotJio hod pioduced a son hke Khdled. 

In another place, the death of Khaled is recorded among the events of 
the twenty-first of the Ilidjera, at Harness, or Hems, w'hen he had attained Habeib 
the age of sixty , w'hich, if entitled to credit, would argue, that he must tissejT. 
have been forty-nine, at the period of the reduction of Mekkah ; it becomes 
therefore, difficult to explain how', or why, the contemptuous remark of 
Abu Soficyan, touching the stripling who commanded the prophet’s 
advanced guard on that occasion, as adverted to in a former page, could be 
applied to him. It is further a'^serted, that his mothei Lebauba, w^as the 
sister of Ayaishah, the prophet’s imperious w'lfe, the mother of the faithful. 

If so, Khaled must have been, wdiatdoes not otherwise appear, the grand- 
son of the Khahf Abvl Bukker ; unless indeed, we could suppose, that his 
mother was the daughter of one of that prince’s w'lves, by a former 
husband. 

Before w^e proceed with the operations of the Persian war, it may be 
proper to close our account of Affairs m Syria, with a cursory and transient 
view of the progress of the Mossleras in that quarter, between the sixteenth 
of the Hidjera and the deathof Omar; which took place in the twenty-third 
year of that sera. 

A short time subsequent to the capture of Aleppo, we find that the city 
of Antioch submitted to Ab(i Obaidah ; receiving from him, as it is further 
stated, a numerous colony of Mahommedans. And much about the same 
period, by particular instructions from Omar, Mauweiah was detached by 
that general, w'lth five thousand horse, against Keyfar, who presided over 
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merits, in variousdirections, to plunder and lay waste the country; but A.H.XIV. 
the approach of another Persian army, under Mehran the son of Badan, or A.D. 635. 
as he IS otherwise denominated, Mehran Mahrhiah, soon afterwai:ds compel- Rouzut 
led him to reassemble his force. ussufFa. 

Another battle became unavoidable ; in which the Persians probably 
flushed with their former victory, were prevailing against the right wing of 
the Mussulmans commanded by Mhthanna, when Jerreir, and Auddi the 
. son of Hautem, bringing the left and centre into action, enabled him to 
rally his division. The battle became then general, and obstinately disputed 
on all sides, until Mehran the Persian chief, being dismounted'by one of 
the Arabs, his head- was struck oflT by Jerreir, although, according to. 
others, the death of this generaliias been ascribed to Mhthanna. However 
that may be, the Persians, intimidated by the fall of their commander, were 
thrown into confusion, and fled in all directions, pursued with dreadful 
execution by the^now once more victorious Mussulmans ; whose vengeance 
was so sanguinary and successful on the occasion, that this day has been 
by historians denominated the day of decimation, YUm ul ashuur : every 
individuahin the Mahommedan army being stated to have killed ten of hi& 
adversaries, and the slaughter on the- side of the Persians is therefore 
estimated at one hundred thousand raen. 

The Mussulmans having thus reestablished their superiority in the field 
X of battle, some of the inhabitants of Heirah made it known to Mhthanna, 
that there was in their neighbourhood, a village called Baghdad , at which 
was held a noted monthly fair, celebrated for the numerous resort of mer- 
chants, who assembled there from all parrs of the country for the disposal' 
of every speciesef the most valuable commodities ; and which, if'he could'’ 
succeed in surprising at the proper period, he might ensure to himself and^ 
his companions, ever after, a-hfe ofenjbyment in the midst of ’opulence. 

In consequenbe of this information, Mhthanna proceeded into the district^ 
dependant on Anbaur,and although the natives disappeared-into their hiding 
places on his, approach, he prevailed on- their-chief, by a promise of con- 
firming him in the government of the district, to- repair- to his camp. 

From him, after communicating his-design, he demanded guides to conduct 
him, at the proper season, to-Baghdad , and that a bridge should be thrown 
over the Euphrates, in order to afford his troops a passage into the penin^. 
sula. All this he obtained without inuch difficulty , and having crossedthe; 
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A.H. XVI. Kaisfireia,* on the part of Heracliiis* This detachment was opposed by 
A. D. 637. Keyfar, at the head ofiifty thousand men, but he was, notwithstanding his 
Habeib tenfold superjonty, totally defeated, and Caesarea, submitted to the con- 
Msseyr. querors, Mauweiah remaining in the government of.that city. 

As soon as he became master of, Jerusalem, Omar authorized Amrfii to 
ujndertake the conquest of Egypt, JPto whjcb, the latter immediately coor 
ducted his followjers : and' Arti^pi, who.had^so lately escaped from before 
them at Jerusalem, abandoned Messer, at the approach of the invaders; so 
that Amrfj. took possession of the capital of hisgovernment without oppo,- 
sition, although, the Tjemainder of the piovince is said, by other historians, 
and very properly, nqt; tOL have been completely subjugated until the 
twentieth, of the Hidjera.f 

On the death of Abft Obaidahat Hems, in the fifty-seventh year of his 
age, apji the thirty -first of his profession of Mahommedanism, he was suc- 
AHXVJII. ceeded, according to his dying instructions, by Meyauz the son of Jebbel, 
A,D, 659. who survived his predecessor but a very short time ; sharing the fate oEa 
multitude of others who fell a, sacrifi.Ge to the plague, which, during the 
eighteenth year of the Hidjera,, spread its ravages through Syjia, and the 
adjomipg territory, Qn, intelligence of the direful effects of this desolatmg 
scourge, Omar hastened, by his presence, to repair, as far as possible, the 
distracted state of th^t, afflicted country ; and during his residence at Rama 
in Palestine, while he filled tlie numerous vacancies occasioned by the 
pestilence, fie established-for the soldiery, a.stipulated quantum of provn 
sions ; fpm which 11 might be inferred,, that they were previously subsisted 
at random. He also assigned-to the heirs of deceased Mossjems, all estates 
to which they could produce just and equitable claims, the property to 
whichmo such claims could be~ established, he ordained to revert to the 
state i and after a prudent regulation of these and other matters, the Khar 
Ilf, returned to Medeinah. * ^ 

In the meap^ time,^ Ayanz the son of Ghaunem,, at the head ofi five 
thousand men selected from among the troops of Syria, proceeded by 
orders from Omar, to extend- the usurpations of Mahommedanism into 
Jezzeirah andDiaurbekir, the peninsula between the Tigris and Euphrates 
upwards. The operations of tfie invaders were first directed against Rakkah> 
one of the towns on the latter river, which was defended for some time, 
With considerable resolution, by Neitesh, one of the captains of Hergr 

♦ Csesarea, f A, D. 641. 
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A.H. XIV. Euphrates, and conveyed his followers to a corivenient distance for bis 
A.D. 635. purpose without alarming the vicinity, he came so suddenly and oppor- 
- Rouzut tunely upon the then defenceless village, that a prodigious booty, the 
Tissuta. property of the merchants collected for the fair, was taken possession of 
by .these fortunate plunderers, 

'Stripped of their property, the merchants fled to Medaein, and laying 
iheir grievances before the throne, besought their queen to avenge their 
, injuries on the ruthless depredators, ^nd intelligence of the multiplied 
aggressions and violence of the Arabs coming in, at the same time, from 
various other quarters of Iraki, Thrandokht became at last very urgent with 
the lieutenant general of the empire, to proceed m person, to vindicate the 
' honor of her government, and chastize the insolent invaders. Instead 
however of evincing his obedience to the orders of his sovereign, the son 
of Furrukhzaud entered Jnto a conspiracy with the nobles of her court, for 
the immediate subversion of her authority; alleging, that the calamities 
which afflicted the empire were to be ascribed alone to the imbecility 
inseparable from female administration. Having subscribed to this opinion, 
a resolution was adopted to set on foot an inquiiy, m order to discover 
some descendant of the illustrious Noushirvaun, whom they might estab- 
lish on the throne of his ancestors. This inquiry led them to the know- 
ledge of Yezdejird the son of Sheheryaur, at this period residing in humble 
obscurity at Istakhar of Farss, the ancieht Persepohs. And him, they 
accordingly conducted without obstacle, to Medaein , where, about the 
commencement of the fifteenth year of the Hidjera, on the deposition of 
the princess Thrandokht, he received the sceptre of the Persian monarchy 5 
the extinction of which, in his own person, he, peradventure, little sus- 
pected to be so near at hand. 

On the accession of Yezdejird, the preparations already set on foot, m 
order to chastise and repel the progressive incroachments of the Mfissuh 
mans, received additional vigor from the fresh and active zeal of the new 
monarch; neither was the whole force of the empire under its chief 
general, deemed now more than adequate to defend it against the insati* 
ate rapacity and boundless ambition of those half civilized and sanguinary 
barbarians. In the mean time, letters were distributed throughout the 
Chaldean territory, to excite the inhabitants to rise upon their invaders, 
and to cut them off wherever it w'as practicable , m consequence of which, 
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.And irrc.':istiblc career in different directions, soon attracted the admiration 
and astonishment of nil parlies, though none could yet identify the indi- 
Aidual in \\lioni ihc} shone so conspicuous. TJie extraordinary prowess 
of the unknoAMi could not long escape the observation of Saud, who 
inquired of his attendants if they were acquainted with the person of this 
stranger, and being unable to gratify his curiosity, he exclaimed in admira- 
tion, that it he could sujipose it possible that the immortal Khezzer^ was ever 
present on such occasions, he should have no hesitation m announcing 
his belief, that he had assumed the form of the unknown warrior. But 
the reaction of the two armies bringing Abii hlohudjen at length nearer 
to the gates of the ca'^tle, Saud obtained an opportunity of obsemng him 
with clo'^er attention ; and he desired his attendants to note, that the horse 
and armour a\ ere certainly hi‘5, while the action of the stranger greatly 
resembled that of Abu Mohud)en, whom he should have pronounced him 
to be. wore he not assured that he was in confinement. At the close of 
day, .\bvi Mohudjen, faithful to his engagement, returned to the palace, 
and li.ning gained admission fiom one who expected his approach, he 
disarmed himself and resumed his fetters In the evening, the female who 
had interested herself in his favor, and who appears to have been nearly 
related to Saud, repaired to that genera! to discourse upon the events of the 
da) , which he told her had been on the point of terminating fatally to the 
hlahonimedans, but for the seasonable interposition of an intrepid stranger, 
whom the Almight) had most providentiallyconve)ed to their assistance, and 
of whom he had not v et been able to convince himself, whether he belonged 
to the race of men or angels. She then ventured to disclose to him the 
whole of the mvstery, from first to last; on which Saud, hastening to the 
apartment of Abu Mohudjen, embraced him w ith great affection , and having 
loaded him with caresses, and made him a present of the mare and armour 
with which he had so gloriously distinguished himself, he declared, that 
for the future, he was to consider himself released from ev'ery restriction 
with regard to his favorite indulgence. Of this, however, Ab& Mohudjen: 
was so far from availing himself, that he ever afterw'ards most scrupulously 
abjured the use of wine , alleging, that so long as he was suffered to consi-. 
der the slight censure of an earthl) magistrate a sufficient absolution for his 

* Enoch or Elias, St, Jolin the Evangelist, or St. George. 
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A. H. XV. On his -departure from Medeinah, among other instructions which W 
A.'D.es?. received from Omar, Saud was desired to be particularly punctual in trans- 
Rouzut mitting a report of his proceedings, not only at the close, but at the 
Tissuffa, commencement of every stage, most probably during the whole war, and 
Jie was further expressly enjoined, when he reached Kaudsiah, to encamp 
at that place; as a spot, from its sandy and inaccessible situation, peculiarly 
well calculated 1:0 preserve the health of his troops, and to secure himself 
•fr-om the attempts of the enemy, nntil the arrival of those reinforcements 
which- would be immediately ordered to join him from all quarters. 
With a force which is differently estimated from four to six thousand men, 
Saud proceeded, and according to his instructions, fixed his head quarters 
as a general rendezvous for the army, at Kaudsiah, or as it is more generally 
denominated Kadesia, described to be situated on the skirts of the desert, 
adiout two stages from Kufah, and about one hundred and eighty three miles 
from Baghdad. 

In the mean time, Gmar dispatched orders to Abu Mfissa Esliaury, 
whose government is not immediately specified, to reinforce the array 
assembling at Kaudsiah with such troops as he could spare: and Moghairah 
the son of Shiaubah, with one thousand horse, was accordingly detached 
bj that chieftain to jom Saud. Sinnlar orders were sent to other quarters, 
and particularly to Abfi Obaidah the lieutenant of Syria, by whom a res- 
pectable detachment was immediately forwarded on its way towards Ir^k, 
under Keyss the son of Hobairah-; who was accompanied by Haiishem the 
son of Auttebali, the nephew of Saude Wekauss, with yEshauth the son 
of Keyss, and Malek Ashtur the intrepid Nudjefite. In short, it is affirmed, 
that exclusive of many thousand others of inferior descnption, Saud num- 
bered, ultimately, beneath his standard, of the veterans of the field of Bei- 
der, twenty warriors ; of -those, who served at the reduction of Mekkah, 
three hundred; and of the sons of Mahommed’s faithful associates, not less 
than nine -hundred. And lastly, though of no material importance to the 
narrative, we are informed that Mfithanna, the strenuous promoter of the 
war against the Persians, died, sometime previous to the arrival of Saud, 
when his widow, at the expiration of the proper interval, became the wf’ 
of that celebrated commander. 


» ]Mr. Gibbon, p. 366. octavo edition, \’ol. o. 



'tl4 

e^Tcesses, he conceived there might he no deadly mischief in indal^ing 
^ but now, that he was consigned to the judgment of an eternal 

Rouzut tribunal, the impression upon his conscience was too uweful to hazard the 
ussufFa. experiment. In the mean. time, when the action of the second day had 
been protracted for some hours after night fall, the contending armies v ere 
once more reluctantly constrained to leave the Victory undecided ; with 
the loss on the part of the Mussulmans of two thousand, and on that of the 
Persians of ten thousand men. 

Habeib morning of the third by historians designated Rouz-e- 

iisseyr. Ghummaussein,* the day of cormorants, the armies renewed the contest , 
and soon after the battle had again commenced, the rem.iinder of the 
Syrian reinforcements under Haushem the son of Auttebah, enteied the 
field, and immediately assailed the right wing of the Persians with the 
utmost impetuosity. But as it would be tedious and irksome to enumerate 
the different exploits ascribed to the warlike disciples of the Koran on this 
eventful day, it will be sufficient to notice that v\'hich is said to have princi- 
pally contributed to the superiority, which began at last to appear on the 
side of the Mussulmans. This Avas a'smgle combat, in which, though far 
advanced in years, and contrary to the remonstrances of his friends, Amrii 
the son of Moaudy Kerreb engaged with a Persian waiTior of very superior 
strength, who, like Gmliah, had repeatedly defied the armies of Isslam, and 
had already killed four of their bravest champions. The Persian having 
fallen, notwithstanding, by the hand of his aged antagonist, and the suc- 
cessful issue of the unequal contest exciting an universal /e/iieir from the 
Artibian army, the dreadful shout occasioned a dismay among the ranks of 
the enemy, from which it is possible they found it difficult to recover them- 
selves. And yet, such Avas the desperate and pertinacious obstinacy AMtli 
which the conflict continued to be maintained on both sides, that when 
the ministers t)f destiny, to adopt the languageof our original, had conducted 
the chariot of the sun to the obscure chambers of the Avest, the battle still 
raged with unabated fury, by the hghtof their flambeaus, for the wholeof the 
succeeding night, called therefore, in after times, leijhit-ttUhai mr, the night 
of snarling ; during which, the cupbearers of death continued to pervade 
the ffoody field AVith remorseless assiduity, administering to the urifortu- 

* Perhaps Gbeyaussein j in which cose it would signify, the day of reinforcements or rue- 
cours. 
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When apprized that the Mussulman force was encamped at Kaudsiah, a. H. XV. 
the Persian monarch transmitted to Saud a request, that he would A.D. 636. 
send to Medaein a deputation properly qualified to receive from him Rouzut 
certain propositions, which he was disposed to communicate. This, the ussufFa. 
Arabian commander very readily complied with ; and a selection from 
among his subordinate chiefs, to whom Moghairah the son of Shiaubah 
became the spokesman or orator, proceeded accordingly to the Persian 
metropolis, where they were admitted to an interview with Yezdejird m 
his palace ; the particulars of which as they afford some curious recollec- 
tions, It may be not improper to describe. 

The Arabian deputies presented themselves before Yezdejird in the 
ordinary two coloured striped camelots of their country, with small whips 
in their hands, and rustic sandals on their feet, the circumstances which 
appear to have first attracted the notice of the polished and luxunous 
Persian ; and he accordingly demanded of Moghairah, through his inter- 
preter, by what name they distinguished this uncouth specihs of apparel. 

The reply was, that they called it hh t which term in Persian, occasionally 
signifies, to carrxj captive , on which the Prince emphatically observed, 
that they would indeed capture the world; an observation which he repeated 
so often, that his courtiers changed colour. He next demanded what name 
they applied to the article which they earned in their hands, and being 
informed that they called it Sufe, which, in the Persian idiom, was at some 
period used for heat or burning, he exclaimed, that they had consumed, 
or blasted, the fair possessions of the Persian empire , he only trusted that an 
avenging deity would consume them m return. He lastly required to be 
informed, by what appellation he was to bring to mind, the, to him strange 
and barbarous appendages, which they exhibited on their feet, and was 
told, that the same term was applied to them, as in Persian denotes 
lamentation , to this he added, that they had too truly introduced into 
his once flourishing dominions, too many occasions of lamentation and 
W’oe. He then proceeded to address the deputies at some length, telling 
them, that an all bounteous providence, m selecting him to rule over 
widely extended nations, had brought within the circle of his authoritj’-, 
the proudest and most powerful princes of the earth ; an authority, from 
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ncitc the hotter dnmght of dissolution, whilst the stars in the enamelled a.H. XV*. 
^ault of ht>a\cn continued to witness the sanguinary tumult) until the A. D. 630. 
harbingers of the morning announced the return of day. Habeib 

The battle had thus continued, with a furj^and animosity which neither usseyr. 
't^ant of rest nor tlic fatigue of unremitting exertion, seemed sufficient to 
abate, during tlic w hole forenoon ; when, about tiie hour of meridian prayer 
op the fourtli day, an impetuous whirlwind having borne away the pavil- 
ion, or canop\, under which Ilustum, on a throne or bed of state, was 
Mowing the progress of the action , and the sand and dust being driven at 
the same time m clouds through the air, the Persian general not able to 
endure the heat of the sun, withdrew among the mules of his baggage 
as'^cmblod near him, and seated himself on the ground for shelter behind 
one of the animals. At this moment Kaukia the son of Amru, after 
breaking through the now disordered ranks of the Persians, at the head of 
some of the Arabian troops drew near the spot, where the empty throne, 
abandoned by il‘^ master, could not fail to arrest his attention. One of his 
follower?, Hullaul the son of Ulkamah, approached the mule, on the oppo- 
site side of w Inch, the Persian general had screened himself, and cutting the 
fastenings which secured the load, one of the bags of treasure fell upon 
the loins of the illfatcd Rustum, who was compelled by the sense of pain 
and the imminence of danger, to throw himself into the rivulet which ran . 
hard by. Attracted by the beauty of the tiara w'hich adorned his brows, 
and the surpassing richness of his girdle and coat of mail, Hullaul was at 
no loss to discern the value of the prize wdiich fortune had thus cast in his 
wa^ , and instantly dismounting from his horse, he plunged without hesi- 
tation after him into the stream , from which, seizing him by the heels, he 
drew' him out, and ha\ing struck off his head, and fixed it on the point of 
his lance, he stood on the throne, and from thence proclaimed that the 
Persian general was killed, and that the lord of the Kaaubah was victorious. 

Such, as related by many historians, w'as the fate of Rfistum, it being m 
general agreed, that he fell by the hand of Hullaul, although with some 
vaiiation of circumstances. It is however stated by others, that he w-as 
found among the slain on the field of battle, with no less than one hun- 
dred wounds on the different parts of his body, but that the person by 
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A. H, XV* 'whicji none had hitherto shewn a disposition ta, withdraw. This was 
A. D. 636. reserved for -the Arabs, whom, of all mankind, he esteemed the basest and 
Rouzut most contemptible. After obtaining access to the favored regions of the 
vssu^. Persian empire, partly on pretences of trade'and travel, and .partly impel- 
led by the poverty and wretchedness of their native deserts ; after tasting the 
difference between the delicious repasts and refined living, _to which they 
were here introduced, and the odious lizards’ flesh, and other disgusting 
and loathsome aliments, to which at home they had been accustomed ; these 
barbarians, clad in the soft apparel of an improved and polished people, 
returned to describe to their ferocious countrymen, the blessings and 
enjoyments of n more -fortunate soih That, with their savage appe. 
tites thus whetted to a pitch of insatiate rapacity, they now obtruded 
themselves in multitudes, swoid.in hand, to inculcate forsooth the doctrines 
of a new religion ; under which insidious mask, to bring, in reality, the 
opulent possessions bptowed upon Inm by the supreme dispenser of 
benefits, within the scope of their destroying ravages. 

After compelling them to listen for some time to these -and similar 
observations, equally just and severe upon their national character, Yez- 
dejird related to them the following fable, the applicatioif of winch, they 
could be at no great loss to discover. “ A fox having stolen into a vine- 
“ yard, at a time when it abounded with the most luxuriant crop of grapes,^ 
“fell to, and regaled himself without restraint. upon the delicious repast 
“ thus laid out for him by the bounteous hand of nature ; and the master 
“ of the vineyard, instead of punishing him on the spot to secure himself 
“against future depredations, suffered the spoiler to depart unmolested; 

“ alleging, that the tresspass of a single animal, could occasion but little 
“ injury to the abundant crop with which his vines were loaded. The fox, 

“ however, rejoining his comrades, did not fail to give them a becoming 
“ report of the voluptuous banquet, to which his good fortune had just, 
“ conducted him ; and offering to be their guide to the scene of enjoyment, , 
“ they accompanied him with eager appetites-.lo the vineyard ; where, in 
“ the midst of the devastation which they were committing upon his 
“ property, they were observed by the owner ; it needed no further proof 
“ to convince him of his error, and, immediately securing the passage by 
“which the marauders had entered, as a just punishment for the 
“ he put them all to death.” To this, the Persian monarch further added, 
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A. H. XV. whom be was killed was never discovered. By others again it is said, that 

simply drowned m the rivulet or canal of Kaudsiah. And by such 
Habeib as were, perhaps, disposed to assign to the Persian chief a catastrophe more 
usseyr worthy of his distinguished and illustrious rank, the death of llfistum has 
Rouzut described wuth the following circumstances. Finding himself hard 

' ussuffa, in the^ pursuit by Hullaul, he suddenly drew an arrow, and 

dispatched it with such unerring aim, as to pierce the leg of his pursuer, 
and fix It to the stirrup. , But the intrepid Arab, rather stimulated thau 
disheartened by the smart of his wound, urging on his horse with greater 
fury, and coming up at last with his distinguished victim, struck off his 
head at a blow. Having stripped him of the spoil, he is further slated to 
have composed on the spot some verses, of which the following may 
explain the substance. “ Brave companions of my glory, saw ye not how 
“ the fame of our ancestors was revived by the achievements ot this match- 
“ less arm, when Rfistum withdrew himself in ignominous flight, when he 
“ displayed on his trembling cheek the pallid livery of malignance ; when 
“ his pain inflicting arrow had pierced my leg; at that moment, nerved by 
“ the hand of Omnipotence, how 1 smote his breast to pieces , hon I felled 
“ him .from his steed, and grovelling in the dust, dispatched his soul to 
“ endless misery; and to the skies exalted the signal, ivas sitbchied, 

Jaleinfis or Galen, the general of the advanced division, experienced a 
similar fate, being overtaken m his flight, and killed by Zoheiah the son of 
Jfiiah, of the tribe of Beni Temeim ; for whom was reserved the additional 
good fortune of seizing the celebrated standard of the Persian empire, which 
from the original dimensions and shape of a blacksmith’s apron, had been by 
this time enlarged to the length of two and twenty feet, by about fifteen 
feet in breadth, enriched with jewels of great value. 

But whatever might have been the circumstances of the battle of Kaiid- 
siah, of which the report has reached us only through a partial and exag- 
gerated medium, the result was doubtless eminently fatal to the Persians . 
whose loss m the battle and pursuit, has been estimated at one hnnclrcd 
thousand men, that of the Mussulmans being acknowledged on their 
part, at between seven and eight thousand. At all events, when fortune 
appeared to have declared decisively for the standard of Mahomtnedi-.m, 
Saud-e-Wekauss, after addressing himselfin gr.itehil praise to the Ahniith- 
fy disposer of victory, a duty which these people seldom omitted to 
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( .fii roucc mcrr rrpruiii!:, tint itr cntnulrml tlirm ns \icious in dispnsilinn, a. H XV. 
uni r-- tinprinciplKl in iiinnil';, tln'V v/i-rf conlrinptildr in point of A. I). (?3R. 
i;\inil'<%) tlni war In inrliiu d to tnl MflMiiitn'T'’ of tlirm, hr was not nourui 
\\Mhnin tin inrun of irt ntiim tin m in tin* «.imr nnnnrr ns ihr master of ujiuffA. 
th,r \iin sntd Ind uIiumtrK tr< ntrd thr iin.ulrrs nf hn j)roperl\ ; lull from 
this. In hr \\ IS within Id, from .n mnsnli rniion that tinw h.’d hern 

impflltilto nil thrir rx'-h prrr( rdinirs, h_\ tint M dr of w rrtrhrdnrss ,^Iul 
w lilt, which thr\ wrr< rnndrmin d to t \prrn nrr m their nntnr land. 

Aim It was ffnm n s* uiiiinnl of rtuii)i‘’*^s|nn, nrisinc: from stirh roiisidrrn- 
tioi). ih tin w’s n<iw Mulurrd to piopf's* to tin m towithdr.'’w from his 
<l<»minioiis, ph denu: hMiis(lf m surli n to runiish tin m, with such an 
"1*1111(11111 suppl\ ot (\(r. nrtirh* of which tin) stood m need, ns would 
hr nmpK suli incut to load tlniiistU « s nod td! their rail It* . to w Inch, from 
nn rt spdutunous rlmn). In si)(,u|cl morcoNor .add, romph'ic suits of 
:tppsr< 1 h'r d! tin ir rhn ft.uns In short, hr would ent^ner, that not an 
indnnlu.d .auu'tmst ihi m should rt turn to his conutrv with a <liij 
If, on the oontnrv , thr spint of npat it\ , or mi«i:unlcd nmhition, should 
inisl( ad tlirm to r< n ci this fur .uni hhml proposal, tin* niinistors of his 
atiiLunncr should o\trid.r tin m with such dri.uiful n trilunion, that not 
our of them should ( sc.ipr alnr to rel.itr tin* story. 

In n ^ ( /d( ind h nl hrouehl liis address to a emu Insion, Mnrliairali 
who h 1(1 uiuh rl ik(’u to sp( aK for his collr.i_"U(\s, hreau to rrply, hy arkiiow*- 
‘ledgiiifr, w ith a s(ih mu '•.ssrarr.Uion, the trntli of what had hecn alleged 
sMlli resprci to tin* wretclud and seantN resoiire(:!s, possessed hy hisconn- 
'trvmeii, the Arabs, for the sustenance of life. I'hat the deaourmg of 
hoards flesh was mderd an eMOiniation of those cMrenmies to which they 
were often reduced, h(*causc il not unfrcqurntly haiipcncd, that they were 
driven to the eriicl alicrnainr of burving ihcir daughters ahvc, to rescue 
them from the horrors of famine. To suhsist on the flesh of carrion, and 
on blood, under such circumstances, would, perhaps, be considered by no 
means extraordinary , any more than that the lies of consanguinity posses- 
sed such little influence on their minds, that the murder of their nearest 
relatives was with such men of little importance, w’hen put in competition 
wjUi the attaininent of their property , and that the atiaimncntof property 
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discharge, descended from the castle of Kaudsiah ; and having, bestowed A. H. XV. 
ample commendanons on those through whose exertions it had been A.D. 636; 
immediaieh achieved, he proceeded to inspect and appropriate the spoil ; Habeib 
which, though far surpassed hy what, at a subsequent period, became the usseyr 
lot of these successful invaders, was^of a magnitude and description well 
to excite their admiration and astonishment. To Hullaul, as the just 
reward of successful \alour, he assigned the costly habiliments of Rvlstum, 
w hose tiara alone was estimated at one hundred tlu)usand dinaurs,* and his 
girdle at se\cnt\ thousand. f On the same principle, the armour and attire 
of Jalciiius, \ allied at sc\ enty thousand dirhems, $ was adjudged to Zoherah, 
together with thiil} thousand duiaurs,^ m exchange for the imperial stand- 
ard of Gaou, whicli was reserved for the general mass. These how'ever, 
ooinpri7ed but a small proportion of the sumptuous booty, which became 
the reward of the victors on this memorable occasion. Among other 
articles are particularly noticed, tw’o shields or targets, each estimated at the 
value of one million and one hundred dirhems, j] though sold through 
Ignorance, by the person into whose hands they had fallen, for the com- 
paratively paltry sum of thirty thousand dirhems From a similar, but 
grosser ignorance, it probably arose, that some of the Arabs W’ere knowm 
to ofl'er gold m exchange for silver, and camphor, to which they appear to 
ha\e been entire strangers, for its w'eight in salt, the substance for w'hich it 
was at first mistaken. 


In short, the filth of the booty, consisting of treasure beyond computa- 
tion, of jew'elb inestimable, of furniture of siher and gold, of cloth of silk 
and brocades, of embroidered caparisons, of horses, camels, mules, and of 
arms ot e\ery desciiption, offensive and defensive, having been as usual 
set apart from the general mass, w'as com eyed to Medeinah , and applied 
by Omar, w'ltli the scrupulous integrity which distinguished his character, 
to the purjioses presenbed by the law^ Such is represented at the 
same tune to have been the anxiety wnth which that prince looked for the 
issue of the arduous contest, m which his troops w'ere engaged on this 
occasion, that he proceeded for several leagues every day, alone and on 
foot, on the road tow'ards Arabian Irak , to collect from such travellers as. 


* If taken at the highest computation, this may be equivalent to about 57,300/, 
t About 40,104/, 3f. 4</. t 1j 604/. 3r. 4d. § 17,187/. lOss JJ 22,9lS/. 
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XV. by means so sanguinary, was with them not unusually, its greatest recom- 
. 636. mendation. Such then, as his Persian majesty had most truly represented, 
ut being the nature of their food, perhaps his countrymen could boast of not 
ffa. greater advantages m point of dress, which was, m general, made up of the^ 
skins of their sheep and camels; and when to this catalogue of miseries,' 
was added the deplorable defect of intellect, which rendered them inca- 
pable of discriminating between the most obvious questions of right and 
mong, or of truth and falsehood, there could be little dispute in placing 
them in the lowest rank of human beings. Yet to a people thus degraded, 
did it please Omnipotence, from a stock remotely illustrious, to send his 
prophet, charged with that sacred code of levelations, so justly entitled to 
their utmost respect and lasting veneration. By some, however, he was 
branded with the name of impostor ; while, by others, he was zealously 
received as the apostle of truth : whence originated a tedious and sangui- 
nary civil war between the parties, in which those whom a happier destiny 
had led to embrace the righteous cause of the prophet, were ultimately 
triumphant over its opponents. He then concluded, by declaring that 
their prophet had bequeathed to his followers a positive command, which, 
delivered as it was under divine inspiration, they were bound to obey , to 
make war against all the enemies of his faith, on the promise of a mansion 
in everlasting bliss to such as perished in the cause ; and the treasures of 
the earth to those who survived. To avert the evils to which he was 
otherwise exposed, be, therefore, now solemnly invited Yezdejird to 
embrace the doctrines of that pure law , by which he would shield his , 
subjects against all intrusion, and against every species of exaction , except- 
ing a moderate contribution in proportion to their means, for the purposes 
of chanty; and the ordinary aid of one tenth, as it is called, which they 
would be requu-ed to subscribe towards the expences of the state. If an 
auspicious providence did not lead him to embrace this happier destiny, the 
next alternative submitted to his choice, was that of becoming tributary : 
but if he acceded to neither of these proposals, be must prepare for war. 

On this subject, one of the' historians, a native of Kvlfah, has assured us, 

’ that Moghairah, when he mentioned the alternative of tribute, as if of 
itself the proposal was -not sufficiently humiliating, accompanied it with 
conditions so degrading, that it isscarcely possible to deteimine, which was 
most extraordinary, the insolence which conveyed, or the forbearance 
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A. H. XV*. he should fall in with, the intelligence which they had been able to learn 

to the situation of the armies. It was on one of those 
■ Habeib days, while he was taking this his usual solitary walk, that he cast his eyes 

usseyr oil a person on a camel, riding with extraordinary expedition towards 

R^uit to this perspn from afar, he had the satisfaction of 

UssuifL that the believers were triumphant, and their adv^ersaries in 

the dust. He then accompanied, the messenger, who had been dispatched 
by Saud to announce his victory, and running by the side of his camel 
Continued m the exultation of his heart, to importune him with inquiries as to 
the particulars of the action, until he entered the town ; when discovering 
the quality of his inquisitive fellow .traveller, till now unknown to him, the 
messenger delivered to him the letters of Sand, which he immediately 
tecited aloud to the assembled people, to their infinite gratification and joy. 

The Persian monarch, on his part, in older to secure the speediest com- 
munication with his armies, is^ said to have established, from the gates of 
his palace to the field of battle, a chain of messengers side by side, or at 
•any rate so far contiguous, as to be capable of conveying from one to the 
' , other, such information as they received, with surprising rapidity and dis- 
patch. And by such means he became acquainted with the fate of Ins 
^nerals, and the destruction and dispersion of his troops, in a very short 
time after the contest had been decided. He had, moreover, according to 
some authorities, before he was aware of the disastrous reverse, equipped 
and sent forward another considerable force, in order to support the army 
of Rfietum, under a soldier of some reputation, of the name ofTekharjan, 
But when this person had proceeded as far as a station called Deir-e-kaaub, 
he received, from such as were on their flight from Kaudsiah in that direc- 
tion, intelligence too well substantiated, of the total defeat of his country- 
men ; he therefore conceived it prudent to encamp upon the spot, in 
order, as far as possible, to rally and collect the fugitives. 

It would, however, appear, that a considerable interval was suffered to 
elapse, before the Mussulmans were in a condition to follow up their suc- 
cess, because we do not find that they entered the territory to the left of 
the Euphrates, until the month of Shavaul and there is reason to think, 
although It IS not sufficiently clear, that the battle of Kaudsiah was fought 
while the summer heats were iii their violence, the latest dajs ot uhicli 
mi^htfallm with the month of August, of the year of Christ, OVi. 

O 

" Corresponding IV 1 th November, A. D. 636 . 
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which could overlook them, without inflicting immediate vengeance. 
The haughty descendant of Noushirvaun, was informed in the presence of 
his whole court, that he must deal out this disgraceful, but sometimes 
un.noKlable acknowledgement of inferiority, standing on his feet, with a 
whip suspended o\er his head. 

On receiving this insolent and audacious proposal, the Persian monarch 
appears to have experienced the full measure of indignation, W'hich it was 
calculated to awaken , but he contented himself with a confession, that he 
ne\cr supposed it possible that he could have lived to witness such 
atrocious presumption from any human beings, much less from such as he 
had already declared he conceived them to be , that whatever marks of 
courtesy and indulgence he had been otherwise pre\iously disposed to shew 
them, were now' intirely precluded by the unparalleled audacity wuth which 
they had dared to insult his presence ; and that from him, therefore, they 
had nothing to expect but the dust of the earth. One of the attendants 
haMng, accordingly, brought m a basket of earth, the deputies were 
directed to take charge of it, and to cast it on the head of that person who 
held the most distinguished and honorable place m their nation ; with his 
possitive assurance, that sooner than he was aw’are of, the Persian army 
would be at hand, to bury both him and his follow'ers m the ditch of 
Kaudsiah. With this message, the Arabian deputies w'ere permitted to 
leave the palace of Y ezdejird , and having rejoined the encampment of their 
countrymen, they made a faithful disclosure to their general of all the 
circumstances of their interview w'lth the Persian monarch, the ceremony 
of the basket of earth not forgotten. At the same time, it is to be observed, 
that other authors are cited, as representing the circumstances above des- 
cribtd, to have taken place at a conference, not with Yezdejird, but with 
his minister Rhstum the son of Furrhkh zaud, w^hen the Persian army had 
advanced to the neighbourhood of Kaudsiah. 

Having discarded from his thoughts all further attempts at negociation, 
Yezdejird resolved at length, in order to defeat the ambitious designs of 
the enemy, to employ the more powerful and decisive argument of the 
sword. For this purpose, Rhstum the Ameir ul Omra of the empire, 
W'lth an army, the numbers of w'hich may possibly be exaggerated at one 
1 undred and tw'enty thousand men, proceeded towards Kaudsiah, at some 
distance from w'hich, at a place called Deir-e-Oghh'r, he encamped 
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Oe this fis It iA>\V, xiunng the rtionth before alludecl l«,the victoi*}ous Saud- ; 
e-\Vekauss passed o\er into the peninsula of the two rivers, arid having , 
reduced, without much opposition, the towns of Babil, Subtfer ari'dSabaut, 
presented himself in great force before the camp of Tekharjari ; who drew 
out his troops to give him battle, with a forwardness, which, considetiri^ 
the impression of recent defeat, may have been sufficient to tescue his 
name frorn oblivion. He even defied the bravest of theinVaders to a per- 
sonal conflict \Mth himself, and Zeheir the son of Seleim, of the tribe of 
yEzd, accepting the challenge, the Persian dismounted from hik holrse, ib 
which his adversary ver^^ readily followed his example. Instead, hPweVef, 
of assailing each other, as might have been expected, whth their swords, 
the combatants closed like w-restlers, and after a considerable struggle, in 
which the superior strength and agility of the Persian at last prevailing, the 
lattei succeeded in throw ing his antagonist to the earth , and planting himself 
on his bosom, had already drawm b'S khunjer to give the fatal blow, when 
chance brought his hand in contact with the mouth of the Arab : who 
immediately seized his fingers betwixt his teeth, arid bit them with 
such convulsive force, that the Persian overcome with pain, lost all power 
of exertion, and his adversary springing from the earth, and possessing 
himself of the knife, instantly dispatched him. Zcheir thfen taking posses- 
sion of the horse and armour, tunic and girdle of his arit'agonist, 
repaired w’lth them to the presence of Sand, by w'hom he was directed to 
attire himself on the spot, in the trophies of ins victory, and to mount the 
, horse, which fortune, by a reverse so strange and unexpedted, had thrown 
into his hands. But w'hen our author is made tO affirm, that^fhe same 
Zeheir was the first of the Arabs who made himself master dfthfe pdreon of 
any of the Persian generals, either the sense is not clear, or it will be fbrind 
difficult to reconcile the assertion with a variety of previous facts rfecordeli 
in his history. In fine, the commander of their right wing having soOn 
afterwards experienced a similar fate, the Persians were again defeated with 
great slaughter, and fled this time,* without halting, until they found'thenr- 
selves under the walls of Medaein. 

Apprized of these accumulating discomfitures, Yezdejird adopted the 
sudden resolution of abandoning hig capital ; and having lodged a consider- 
able part of his treasures in boats on th'e Tigris to be removed to the 
mountains^ he took with him all the specie and valuable effepts, for 
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accoraing to others, he pitched his camp at Sabaut, Unfortunately, per- 
haps for the cause in which he was engaged, the Persian general was an 
adept injudicial astrology; and had discovered from certain unfavorable 
indications in the heavenly bodies, that the period was arrived, when the 
imperial power was to be transferred from the Persians to the Arabians. 
In consequence of this discovery, during an interval of four months which 
he consumed in his encampment, his attention appears to have been prin- 
cipally engaged -in fruitless negociations, and in devising expedients to 
protract hostilities, without the hazard of a battle ; but, finding at last that 
it could be no longer avoided, he prepared for the conflict m which, 
notwithstanding the aweful prepossessions which preyed upon his mind, 
he appears to have acquitted himself with considerable firmness and intre- 


'pidity. 

iVithout fatiguing the attention of the reader, by entering into a circum- 
, stantial detail of the events of the fatal battle of Kaudsiah, as given at large 
by the author of the Rouzut ussufla, the object of these pages will be, 
perhaps, better 'fulfilled by confining'the relation to a few of the leading 
^particulars, reduced to a reasonable compass from the Habeib usseyr, a 
work built upon the foundation of, and more accurately digested than the 
former ; to which, from the enormous mass of materials with which it is 
"loaded, the life of its author was probably too short, to give that perspicuous 
airangement, the defect of which, together perhaps with its painful prolix- 
ity, IS at present felt and -complained of, as its greatest blemish. 

Informed that the Persians were approaching to attack him, Saude 
We^kauss disposed of his army now gradually augmented to thirty 
=thousand men, as it is represented, in order of battle in three lines, giving 
charge of the right wing to Sherjabeii the son of Simmet ; of the left, to 
Ibrauhira the son of Hauretb,'flie brother of Mutbanna ; and of the centre 
to Keyss the son of Hobairah ; and as he was himself disabled from mount- 
ing his horse, by an attack of the Sciatica, he delegated the general charge 
of, the whole to Khaled the son ofOrnfah; taking his station in person, on 
one of the terraces of the palace, or castle of Kaudsiah, from wlience he pos- 
sessed a commanding view of the field of battle. His captains were finally 
directed to consider the -first tekheir, which they should hear him utter 
from his post, as the signal to adjust their ranks ; the second, to fix tbeir 
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which tie had the means of conveyance, and withdrew accordingly towards 
Jahila: a circumstance, of which the Mahommedan general no soone^ 
became informed, than be appeared on the right or western bank of the 
Tigris, with an army, if oriental writers are entitled to credit, now aug- 
mented to sixty thousand horse » While endeavouring to explore a passage 
to the other side, all the boats on the river having been previously destro} ed 
or removed, some of those who aspired to the distinction of having once 
enjoyed the society of the prophet, observed, that animated, as they were, 
with no other ambition than that of exalting the law, and carrying into 
execution the designs of the most high, there was no reason to apprehend 
that the waters of the Tigris, equally subject to the power of heaven with 
all other elements, would be suflfered to produce any material loss among 
them ; and another of them boldly spurring his horse into the deep and 
rapid stream, and passing in safety to the opposite bank, he was immediately 
follow'ed by the whole army, wnth no other loss than that of one man who 
perished through the diminutive size of his horse But least the passage of 
the Tigris, in this manner, should not appear otherwise sufficiently remaik- 
able, we are further assured, that not a single article of their baggagef was 
missed on the occasion, excepting a bowl or platter belonging to Malek 
the son of Aumer, and even this was cast ashore by the billows, and after- 
wards restored to its owner. A circumstance probably recorded to attest 
the particular providence which appeared to watch over and attend the 
Mahommedans of that age m all their enterpnzes. Such indeed was 
the surprise and astonishment of^the Persians, at the boldness and success 
of the undertaking, that they could not forbear from exclaiming, that an 
arrtiy of demons was coming upon them. 

Under these circumstances of discouragement and dismay, Khurzaud, a 
brother of the unfortunate Riistum’s, to whom Yezdejird, on his retreat, 
had consigned the defence of Medaein, determined, nevertheless, to make 
one brave and generous effort more, to impede the progress of the enemy, 
and protract the fate of the capitah But spirit broken by so many disas- 
trous defeats, the Persians were perhaps no ‘longer capable of serious and 
resolute resistance , the fortune oi the Arabs was again triumphant; and the 
Persian general having sought for a temporary shelter within the u alls 
of the city, but perceiving on reflection, that an immediate retreat uas 

• Habeib us3c_j r. t Ibidem . 
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arrows in the level, to couch their lances, and draw their swords ; and the 
third, to rush upon their adversaries. 

The Persian general, on the other hand, after making a general arrange- 
ment of his troops into thirteen lines, assigned the command of an advanced 
corps of forty thousand men, notwithstanding bis former discomfiture, to 
Jaleinus. The right wing of his main body was conducted by Hormhzan ; 
the left, by Mehran the son ofBehraiimRauzy ; and the centre, by himself 
in person. Immediately in front of the centre, he stationed eighteen of 
the SIX and thirty elephants, which accompanied his army, each carrying 
from twenty to four and twenty archers ; and the remaining eighteen, he 
divided equally in front of the right and left wings. And in this array, 
soon after the sun had gilded the eastern horizon, Rhstum, in armour 
glittering with gold and gems, presented his troops for battle ; while the 
Mussulmans, confidant in former victory, and in the support of Omnipo- 
tence, unsheathed their swords of tempered steel, and bid defiance to their 
opponents. 

The usual prelude to the general conflict was now exhibited, in.avariety 
of single combats which took place in the interval by which the 
contending armies were yet separated. Among others, Hormfizan was 
encountered, overthrown, and taken prisoner, by Ghauleb the son of- 
Abdullah, of the tribe of Assud, by whom.he was immediately conducted 
to the presence of Saud. When, however, their rage had been sufficiently 
stimulated by- these exhibitions of individual prowess, the nrmies could be 
no longer prevented from closing. The Arabs, though they suffered con- 
siderable annoyance from the onset of the elephants, were at first successful 
in bearing down the right and left wings of 'the enemy , but meeting with 
a firm and resolute resistance from the troops of the centre, where Rfistum 
commanded in person, they were repulsed in turn, and thrown into disor- 
der ; from which, according to somevauthorities, they were only recovered 
by the unlooked tor, and extraordinary exertions of'Abfi Mohudjen 
disguised m the armour of Saud. But the setting sun soon afterwards 
putting an end to the contest, both parties withdrew to their encampment';^ 
neither claiming the advantage on this day , which, in succeeding times, , 
obtained the designation of Rouz-e-jbrraauth, the- day of weariness, or ^ 
perhaps, 0/ concussioih 
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t^navoulablc, he withdrew from the place in tlic dead of the night by the A. H. XV. 
ca'^tcrii gate, accompanied by the \\hoIc of Ins followers, taking the direc- A,D. 636. 
tion of Jalhla, in order to join Ins sovereign. Of this, the Mussulmans Rouzut 
did not remain long nnaciinainted , a force was dispatched without delay ussufFa.. 
to pur<;ne the fiigili\os, and the MCtorious Sand, withotit further obstacle, 
took po'^sesmon of Medaein. 

In the splendid metropolis of the ncnni Sassan,nhcn they sur\^eyed the 
miniclcs of arelntccturc and art, the gilded palaces, the strong and stately 
porticos, with that abundant display of victuals, in the most e.xquisite 
\ariety and prolusion winch feasted their senses, and courted their obser- 
Aation on c\ery side, it is perhaps c.isier to conceive than describe the 
mingled sensations of surprise admiration and delight, wdneh filled the 
bosoms of Sand, and Ins yet rude and unpolished barbarians In the 
\aultcd palace of the iustNouslur\aun, tlicMahommedan general proceeded 
b} a solemn thanksgiN ing of eight prostrations to express Ins gratitude to 
the most high, for those signal successes which had conducted the stand- 
ard of the true faith to these magnificent abodes. Indeed, such must have 
been the astonishment which struck the senses of a people like the Arabs, 
then just emerging from simple barbarism, on the contemplation of the 
\arious wonders, which, like the cHect of magic, rose before them m all 
directions, that the c\tTa\agant representations of the orientals on the sub- 
ject, may perhaps be entitled to some indulgence. Neither should it 
excite our surprise, when llicy aflirm, what is very possible, that the valua- 
ble artieles of merchandize, the rich and beautiful pieces of manufacture, 
which fell into the hands of the conquerors on the occasion, w'ere in such 
incalculable .ibundance, that the thirtieth part of their estimate w'as more 
than the imagination could embrace Nor is it improbable that the 
circumstance once already noticed, prematurely perhaps, after the battle 
of Kaudsiah, of several ass loads of camphor, being mistaken by the Arabian 
soldiery for salt, should have really occurred , although that of their 
exchanging sheets of gold for sheets of silver of equal weight, may admit 
of some qualification. 

But, that from which all other articles in this prodigious bootj’^, seemed 
to recede in the comparison, w^as the superb and celebrated carpet of cloth 

R 
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A. H. XV. On the morning of the ensuing day, afterwards distinguished by the 
appellation of Rouz-e-Eghwauth, the day of succours, when the sun in 
Habeib tadi ant majesty had displayed his crimson banners, the conflict was renewed: 

usseyr. . and while the armies were thus engaging with equal fury and obstinacy, 
the advanced guard of the Syrian reinforcements, dispatched by Abh Obai- 
dah to the support of his countrymen, suddenly made its appearance under 
Kaukia the son of Amrh ; and m three fierce and successful charges, greatly 
contributed to damp the ardour of the Persians. To this chieftain indeed, 
by the author of the Rouzut ussufifa, are ascribed the most distinguished 
achievements of the second day. ' By the death of Bohmun Jaudfi, who 
now fell by his hand, he avenged the disastrous fate of Abu Obaidah Miis- 
saoud, and the numerous victims of his rashness, who perished in the 
disgraceful discomfiture of the bridge , and by the slaughter of no less than 
thirty of the most eminent Persians, rthe last of whom was Bhzurjemeher 
the Hamadanian, whom he successively fought and killed with his own 
hand m the course of the action, he seems for a time to have acquired a 
decided superiority for the MossJems. 

^ ^ Butamong the incidents of this day, which in our author’s idea, seems 

ussuffa entitled to a pai ticular relation, it may not be improper to select an instance 
of ardent courage in a Mahommedan wairior, of the name of Abh Mohud- 
jen ; which from its singularity, and the example which it affords of the 
enthusiastic spirit by which the early votaries of Isslam were animated, 
we may be pardoned for including in our narrative. While his associates 
were engaged m the conflicts of the field of battle, this chieftain was under 
confinement, with fetters on his legs, in one of the chambers of the palace 
of Kaudsiah ; to which be had been condemned by Ins general, for trans- 
gressing m the article of wine. But wdien he had continued for some time 
to view the exertions of the combatants, from an angle of the terrace on 
which he was seated, his ardour to participate in their achievements could 
be restrained no longer , and he addressed Ins intreaties to one of the females 
of the family of Saud, to prevail upon Selma to procure for him the pvc- 
bald mare and armour of her husband , solemnly eneacmg, if he lived till 
the evening, to resume his fetters and Ins place m confirioment. Reiving 
on the faith of his assurances, this female obtained for him the object of 
his entieaties, and enlarging him from his fetters, he was permitted to 
arm himself, and join his compatriots. IIis singular valour and impctuon- 



A, H. XV. of gold, of sixfy cubits square, which they found in the treasuij of tlie 
Khossious, each separate compartment of which often cubits, most cun- 
Habelb ously wrought, in jewels of every species, and of the highest value ; the 
nsseyr, ruby, the emerald,. the saphire, the beryl, topaz and pearl, being arranged 
with such iiiimitabre and consummate skill, to form the representations of 
trees, fruits and flowmrs, of rivulets and fountains, so truly admirable, as to 
surpass all description and belief. To this superb and exquisite piece of 
workmanship, the most beautiful and expensive performance in mosaic 
that perhaps was ever exhibited, m which, blended with the thornless rose, 
every tree, plant and flowering shrub, seemed to combine its foliage to 
fascinate the eye of the beholder with the most charming illusions, the 
Pprsian monaichs had given the name of the Bahauristaun, as if it ^vere, the 
Inansion of perennial spring ; and on this, with a magnificence which the 
sovereigns of the east alone, perhaps, possessed the means of displaying, 
they were accustomed to entertain and regale the nobles of their court ; 
when, during the gloom of winter, they chose to retrace in the most 
brilliant imitation, the beauties of nature in her loveliest forms. 

At any rate, it appeared of such transcendant value,’ that no one pre- 
sumed to set an estimate upon it ; and it was therefore superadded to the 
fifth of the spoil, which, as soon as rt could be arranged' and set apart by 
Amru the son of Mukrfin, to whom the task had bjeen assigned, was as 
usual, by Saud conveyed to Medelnah, ]oa,ded on nine hundred camels, 
in charge of Besheir the son of Hoz^authia. The residue of the booty was 
then divided into sixty thousand shares, in such a proportion, that twelve 
thousand dinaurs, fell to the lot of every horseman in the army , giving to 
each at the lowest computation, five thousand five hundred pounds ; 
and if it be also true, that this army consisted of sixty thousand horse, the 
whole would amount altogether to the incredible sura of three hundred 
and thirty milbons sterling. 

To the ambitious Omar, when he received together with his proportion 
of the splendid spoils of Medaein, the grateful intelligence of those trans- 
cendent successes, which had crowned the operations of tlie Persian 
campaign, will not, of course, be denied the full measure of jov and 
exultation, vvhi6h it was calculated to renew. With the impartialitv, from 
which he never deviated, the booty was distributed among the prmnpaL 
snerabers of the Mahommedan common wealth : the superb and magm- 
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ficcnt tarpct, \\liicli had unfolded delight and fascination to every eye, he a, H. XV* 
cau'^ed to he cut up into small pieces , one of which, of the size only of A. D. 636. 
the palm of a man's hand, falling to the share of Ally, was afterwards sold Habeib 

h\ llml heroic chief, for the ‘;um of twent} thousand dirhems, or according usscyr* 

to others, for as many dinaurs/ 

In the mean time, with a view of intcrccpling the communication, 
hctwecii the Persian monarchy and the shores of Ilmdostaun, Auttebali 
the son of Ghu/waiin, on of the prophet’s companions, was directed by 
Omar before the conclusion of the year XV, to proceed with a body of 
troops towards bblah, on the lower Tigris ; where on the •western bank of 
that rner, m conrormity loins iiistruciiona he laid the foundation of a new 
cit\ , to which, in allusion to the rocky situation, on which it was eiectedy 
he ea\c the name of Passorah, the term by winch such situation is distm- 
giiislicd in the aticient dialect of the Arabs. A description, which^ 
howo\cr. corresponds but little with the site of the modern city of that ' 
name so well known to Europeans. In the space of about three years, it 
beramen respectable and c\tensnc town, when, liaving furnished it with 
a competent stock of inhabitants, and established Jashia the son of Mbssa-^ 

Olid 111 the government, .\utiebah returned to Mcdeinah. 

It was in the course of the same year that Omar proceeded to form an 
arrangement of the members of his court, assigning to each m regular 
gradation, from the individuals of the prophet’s family to the low'est of his 
companions, an established pension from the public treasury, recording 
them by name in an authentic register preserved for the purpose. To 
Abbas who stood at the head of the list, w-as assigned the sum of twelve 
thousand dirhems,'!' next m precedence, and above all his other nobles, 
were placed the Scynds, or race of Mahommed , to each of the mothers of 
tbefaitbrnl, the widows of the prophet so distinguished, he assigned ten 
thousand dirhems althongb, with an extraordinary deference to the 
imperious Ayaisbah, he presumed not to limit her claims to any particular 
sum. To the associates of the battle of Beider, to the Imaums Hussun 

* The one would be cquivnlent to about 458/ 6^. Bd The other about 9,1 16 / 13^ 4«/ 

The same sample IS, bow cvei, rated by others, as low as 8,000 dirhems, or about 183/. 

6''. Bd. 

t About 27 5/, J About 229/- 3 j 4d. 



133 

;ivo’ulable, drew up for Uie night in presence of the enemy, and prepared 
for haiile. 

The next day, being Wednesday, and the day following, as hath been 
already noticed, the armies engaged in a furious and ineffectual struggle 
■for \iclorv, u Inch terminated without apparent advantage on either side. 
But on the Friday, u hen the sun was just declining from the meridian 
ton ards the u estern horizon, the moment at u Inch, from every mosque 
and iHilpii in B'^lam, the supplic.ations of the faithful were ascending to 
heaven m aid of their armies throughout the world, and that which, with 
the prophet, was also the favorite hour of battle, Niauman, robed in 
white as if prepared for martyrdom, and mounted on a milk white steed, 
gave the la':t lcl,bai , the signal lor his troops to fall on, with their spears 
and lances pointed towards the breasts of the enemjx Soon afterwards, 
while thus ndvanemg to the charge, one of the Persian arrows transfixed 
the bosom of the Arahian general, and he immediately fell ; but Ins 
brother Sovvaid, conveying him the same instant from the field to Ins tent, 
there clad Inniself in Ins armour and vestments, and returning to the battle 
mounted on his horse, thus concealed from the Mussulmans that their 
commander was killed. The conflict continued to rage with equal perse* 
vemtice and mvclemcy, uulil, after exhibiting prodigies of valour, thebrav'e 
and experienced AmrCi the son of Meyaudi, sharing the fate of Ins general, 
became albo enrolled among the denizens of eternal bliss ; when the Arabs 
appear lo have been exasperated to a degree of fuiy% winch nothing could 
longer resist. 1 he Persians now’ gave way on eveiy side, the greater 
number hastening to regain their intrenched camp. Feyrouzan, with 
about four thousand followers, effected Ins escape into the neighbouring 
mountains, but being closely pursued and ov’ertaken by a detachment of 
the Mahommedans under Kaauka the son of Amru, he w’as there put to 
the sword, with all who attended Ins flight. Exclusive of thirty thousand 
men who fell in the action, there perished, it is said, m the ditch of their 
encampment, into which, in the terror and confusion of their flight, they 
were probably precipitated b^> one another, not less than eighty thousand 
of the Persians neither, when we reflect on the duration and obstinacy 
of the conflict, and the acknowledged impression made by the Persian 
archers, could the loss on the part of the Mussulmans, though not precisely 
Stated, have been inconsiderable, it w'as however attended with sucE 
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and Hfissayne, to Abfl Zerr Ghoffhury, and to the prophet's favorite 

proselyte bfthman the Persian, each respectively, five thousand dirhems.'^ 
Befow these, the remainder of the companions were- severally rated from 
four thousandt downwards, to two hundred dirhems^ per annum. 

After the fail of Ins capital, the unfortunate Yezdejird was too much 
under the influence of Ins fears to remain long at JaJfila ; leaving the 
troops assembling about that place in great force to their destiny, beacon- 
tinued his retreat towards Hulwaun, in readiness to secure himself in the 
passes behind that town. The troops at Jaihla, having, in the mean time, 
pul themselves under the orders of Mehran Kanz^’-, or according to others, 
under Khhrzaud, the brother of Rhstum, whom Yezdejird had left to 
superintend their exertions, drew a formidable intrenchraent round their 
camp, and prepared to make the most vigorous resistance to the further 
progress of the Mussulmans. However strange, it would still appear, that 
the province of Yemen had not yet been mtirely subjugated, since a 
Persian chief, of the name ofBeimian, is noticed to have been appointed at 
this period to the government of it, on the part of Yezdejird. A division 
of the fugitives of Kaudsiah, and the remnant of other discomfitures, who 
had taken the direction of Mossfile, were also reported to be collecting m 
considerable numbers in the territory ofTekreit. • 

In order to dislodge the enemy from Jalula, a body of twelve thousand 
men was detached from the army of Medaein by Saud, under his nephew 
Haushem the son of Auttebah ; though the command of these troops is, by 
others, assigned to Amrfi the son of Maiek, of the race of Abdummenauf. 
And to prevent the designs which might be forming on the sideof Tekreit, 
another detachment of six thousand men, under Abdullah, the son of 
Meiatemmer, proceeded at the same time towards that quarter. On the 
arrival of Haushem in the neighbourhood of Jalfila, we are on the one hand 
informed, that finding it impossible to draw the enemy from their intrench- 
ments, he was compelled to the alternative of attacking them within their 
■works ; but at the expiration of six months, during which they appear to 
have baffled all bis efforts, he at last succeeded in carrying those works by 
assault, with a dreadful carnage of the Persians. On the other hand, the 
latter are by some authors represented to have bravely opposed their ene- 

* About 1 14/. 1 1^* 8d. t About 91/. 1 3s. Ad. 

$4/. 11j. 8(/r At five-pence halPpenny to the dirhem.. 
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victory of Nihawend has been ever since denomi- 

— ! ' nated the Fattah-hul-Futluh, or victory of victories ; it being" the last 

Rouzut struggle in which, with any competence of force or number, the Persians 

ii£EufF4, appear to have engaged, in defence of the ancient government and institu- 
tions of their country. 

The booty which fell into the hands of the victorious Mussulmans, was 
again prodigious, though small m comparison-with the incalculable wealth 
of the metropolis. The proportion which fell to the lot of a horseman, 
amounted, however, on this occasion, to six thousand dirhems,^ that of a 
footman, to two thousand :*{* exclusive of the Iion^s share, set apart and, as 
usual, transmitted to Medeinah, by Khozzeifah ul Yemauny, who had 
Succeeded to the command on the death ofNiauman, 1 o this latter share 
was superadded, the diadem and other jewels bestowed by the bounty and 
liberality of Kbosstou Parveiz on the noble Tokhaiirjan, on an occasion, 
the nature of which, as it affords some degree of relief to the mind amidst 
these details of butchery and outrage, the author may have considered it 
in this place not unseasonable to explain. ^ 

This nobleman had enjoyed the most distinguished place in the favor 
and esteem of his sovereign, the monarch just alluded to, who had united 
him by marriage to a lady from his own baram, one of the most beautiful 
women of the age. By some means or other, an intercourse continued 
however to exist between this lady and her former lord, which the husband 
was not sufficiently passive to subscribe to , and he accordingly thought fit 
lo estrange himself from any conversation w’tth her. Of this circumstance 
Khossrou became apprized, and be took the first opportunity of breaking 
the matter to his favorite, by observing, that ho understood there vas a 
fountain of delicious water in his possessron, of vhich he never condes- 
cended to taste. To this Tokhaijan replied, it was very true that he was 
the possessor of such a fountain, and had formeily tasted of it , but one day 
happening to discover the impression of the lion^s foot on the precincts, lie 
was so intirely overcome with terror, that he never afterwards presumed to 
.approach it. Pleased and surprised by the ingenuity, delicacy, and readiness 
of the reply, Khossrou immediately hastened to the palace of his uomeii, 
not less than three thousand in number, and requiring from each of them 
the jewels which she possessed for the decoration of Iier person, he caused 
•About 137^. 10s. f About 45/. iG: Sd 
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mir<; in llic fiolrl of bnltle. tbough ultimntply dcf-'nlcd with the loss of one 
hmuircil thmisand nun in tin- conflict; tlie scene of which was m ennse- 
qnenre i'\ er atU’i w anK (ii^tiiimn‘'ht>fl h\ the < onqiicroi*^, by the name of 
.lal»ila-iil knllclv , .laluU (if slaughter. Jlcrc again an immense booty 
became the nw.irci of ''Uu'Cssjul eni''prise, anil one article paiticularly 
cl( scribeil. w as a goklen camel cnri< In li u ith ail sorts ol l evels, surmounted 
h\ the fmure of a man also of gold, winch was fiuind in one of the tents 
b\ an Arab soldier, and by him faithfully delivered to the person whose 
charge It was to collect the spoil. 

On intelligence ol this Iresh disaster, the unhappy Ye/dejird quitted 
llulwaun in a state oftlcspair, and rctirid further ofl towards the ancient 
rit\ of R'u, and llulwaun was soon afterwards compelled to submit to 
llaushem '1 he operations of Midullah jMeiatcmmer, were attended with 
‘•innlar ‘'Ucce'^s ui the territories of Mossule and Tekreit , both of w Inch sub- 
niititd to the pre\aihng fortune of the Mussulmans, now' about to unite 
their coiupicsit. with those of their associates from the province of Syria, 
These events are stated to have taken place towards the close of the 
siMecnth and the conuncncement of the scveutecinh of the Ilidjera, the 
laiti r V ear being rendered further memorable by the reduction of Shirv'aua 
and Baspendaun, accomplished by 7<erraur the brother of Omar. 

'1 hese conquests were followed in the course of the same year by the 
sulnnis'-ion of all the towns of Ahuauz, a division of Ixhitzistaun the 
ancient Susiana, according to some authorities seventy-seven m number, 
which were nov\ compelled to receive the yoke of the Mosslems. The 
cnics of Dumhurhaur and bultur, m the same territory, were m particular, 
.surrendered to Abu Seiurah, by their governor Hormiizan, who, on repair- 
ing to Medeinah, became shortly afterward, either by force or persuasion, 
a com ert to Issl.uii. The same Abu Seiurah, by whom the troops of Omar 
were conducted to this quarter, was further successful in making Ipmself' 
master of the ancient city of Silssc, the capital of Susiana; although this 
latter capture, and indeed that of the w'hole province, is by others ascribed 
to Abu Mussa Aishaury. 

The air, and possibly the luxuriesofMedaein, having been found on experi- 
ence to disagree with the constitution of the Arabs, Saud-e-Wekauss solicited, 
and with some difficulty obtained the permission of Omar to withdraw' to the 
■Kcstern side of the Euphrates , where op the confines of their native deseits, 
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whole to hr j rnriU'-fl (o tnr w itr of Tokh’tr) tn , to^ctlior u iih n dindrni 

or I in, *»i rciroiit t nf uirit lied w iih tlu iiKwt c\qni';itc pern'’, winch 

h( h, v-t.iu. (1 iip'i'i lur hii'-huitl. Mnn\\M,nrs nfti rwnrcK, llu’ latter, ns we 

h \ r i'r< T<1\ " > n. r •-In il in one of tho*;r inrfli rtnnl nttt nijits to oppose 

;! r O'- ^f. vv ,,r tl’f M ihomnn il ins towards the nu iropolis, w Inch sne- 

r. . !■ i! So dn !' ntli of l\nnd'-nh , and tin* pn noils don.atnc remaining in 

I’lc h Ill's , 1 h's {itn!i\. \‘ ' ruii\( \(d from tin srnirs nf ha\or, slnu^htrr 

,ind r ipin it\ w Inrli « iisin d. in a \ dl ti:< tn tin ju i^hhnnrhood ofNihaw- 

, .M, wino, * < < no . .is tin tlifinuht iLMinsl nil (l.anqi*r of disro\ rr) , they 

ouj,' d I, to s,Kr .n a p.t lint all hope of «li Inrraiice linvinp hren 

It o \ < r diss'p ti d it\ thi !'• ! 1 it il disroinfiinri of ihr armn s of tlmr conntrv 
* * • > 

< K o’ thi < ’i ' r nn I'l tin \dli,,<. on a proinj*-r of jirotcrtinn to liK 
fii.rh iiid I r . i\ . I < if '\ < d tin pr* rimis dt pii>,it to the p( rsnn entrusted 
h\ th* Mm nlm nis w nil iltr roll, rti(,|i of il'i spoil. 1 1 w as disco\ crcd in 
l\ (i ii-’iup' fs. tin oil, roiii iiinn,; tin nrli «li nh in tif Khossron I’nrveiz, and 
jlir oiln r tin p’n . ^ <i;Miis siunpinotis |i ir.itn, so liht'r.''ll\ transferred to 
lolliriin ii d ins coiiso'i, h ri in nns how i \ er to nit’iition, that these 
rri’t'K ' , h' HI.,, in -nn w i\ or f>ili« r, I»_\ tin M-iinti s of Isslini, r\« mpted 
fo tn uiv <1 nns ct tin M>!di<f_\, Khor,<if.di thonpht fit to forward them 
nnio'irln (1, to M< dim ill . Init Oinir, nrrnsini; liis rs’l of a design to 
s< dm e ii-‘. iiiti .:nt\ , or to iinplir iti Inin in the pnltlir mind, dirot led lioth 
tin pul. to hr riioim^id in tin same si ite to Kiir,ili, there to be 
iinnirdt ’ll 1\ dispoM d ol, and ilirinoiu v arisui!:: from ihr silr, nfiordcdiic-- 
t'on of iln* lilth p III li ill% n \ I rlintr to the pnblir treasure , to be imparli- 
all\ distribntid to the arms Winch was ticcordincly tloiic. And \ct, 
unliss we ire to look upon u altogether .is an « rror in the transcript, it 
w dl sr irti 1_\ o!»i nn onr hi In f .ifier all that has preceded, that tins boasted 
com I .ilini III, slionid Ii.ive been sold and resold for a paltry sum* in the 
utinn>i nm I \reedm" one hundred pounds sierlinp , and our author must 
lia’.e been indrid « \trein«ly moderate in bis wishes, when he professes 
til It. I smele at fpiiMtton of such a magnitude would lia\e rendered him 
jbnndiiitl_\ easy lor life. 

'riliinder struck bv the dreadful defeat ofNihawmcl, the unhappy Ye/de- 
jinl was prt p.irm'4: to ahanilon R.'ii, and retire at once into Kliornss.uin, 
when the gosernor of Jlyreama, the modern Tebrestaun, who had lately 
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A II XM. 
A.D. fiC. 

J{oiI7Jt 

enuS,‘ 



136 


1' ‘ followers in a cantonment of mats and reeds ; and a residence 

constructed of such materials, being in the language or Arabia, denominated 
Habeib . U ah, the place, lit a subsequent period, after it had been consumed by 
usseyr. fire, and had risen from its ashes in materials more durable, became 
equally celebrated under that name, as the tempoiary seat of the Kliclau- 
fiit, and for the turbulent and refractory spirit of its inhabitants. From 
this period, the 'city of cities, the proud metiopohs of the Sassanidcs, 
gradually declined , so that, with the exception of one noble arch, the TaiiK- 
e-Kessra, some leagues below Baghdad, supposed to have been the entrance 
to the palace of the great king, not a ^estlge remains at this day to 
indicate the spot whereon it stood. 

In this place we are referred^ by our authot, to the relation of a certain 
writer of Isfahaun of the name of Hamzah, foi tno circutnstanccs nlncli 
suggested to Omar, the establishment at this period of the mra of the Hid-* 
j6ra, generally included under the arrangements of tlie year scAcntecn. 
And It is acknowledged on the occasion, that tlid recent convert llormu- 
zan, boie a principal concern m the astronomical enlculations necessary to 
form the basis of this new point in chronology. In other respects, a regard 
for the superstitious prepossessions^ and habits of his countrymen, seems 
to have prevailed with the Khahf, notwithstanding some incoin cnionces, 
to select for his system the lunar year of three hundred and fifrv-fonr d.iys 
and a fraction, in preference to the solar one already m use with most otiier 
improved nations. 

With respect to the different aeras observed by those other nations, 
previous to the diffusion of the enlightened stj^tem of Mahummedan Irgislaiton^ 
the author has furnished us with the following tabic, so far as ap|)fnrs to 
have fallen within the knowledge of hiS country. To ?/, the desi out of 
Adam from paradise ; i. e. the fall of our first parents. Second, the d(‘!ug<‘ 
oflS’oah. T/auh the dehvemnee of the patriarch Abraham, from the fire 
of Kimrod. Fourth, the foundation of the Kaauliaii or temple ol .M. I kali, 
observed by the descendants of Issniauil, or Ishmachtes. Ff/h, tlie 
of iMoses, b} thejews. Sirth, themraofEskundcr-zul-kernein, or Alexand. r 
of iMdceclon, by the Greeks. Sci^enth, the Wakaaut-ul-l’fieil, or v/sitate.n <*. 
the elephant, adopted by the Koraish. F.ghth, that of tiic ar ( c -ion oftleM, 
soAcreigns, observed by the Persians, rom ludmg with that of 
Pic ia^t of those sowreigns of the ancient inco. 7 he one m to* a. 
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X.H.XXI. joined him, urged every argument to prevail upon him to proceed rather 

province, as affording the most secure and agreeable retreat. 
Houzut This however he declined, conceiving it more advisable to fix his residence 
UMU®. ,at Neimrouz, where he continued for some time ; but being perhaps 
-futther terrified by approaching hostilities, he removed from thence to the 
Tieighbourliood of Tbsse, in the expectation that he should hud an asylum 
'Within the fortifications of that city. His misfortunes had, however, 

' determined the goveinoi of that place to shut his gates against him , and 
tlie imperial fugitive was now compelled to withdraw with apparent 
reluctance towards Merfi, where his disastious career was broiio-ht to a 
termination, in the manner which will be noticed in a future page. 

The remaining public events of the reign of Omar, it will not be difficult 
to comprise in a very few words. The victory of Nihawend -was closely 
followed by the reduction of Hamadaun, the ancient Lcbatana according 
to some, and of Dainhr, both of which surrendered on capitulation. And 
the city of Isfahaun, after a biave resistance, was also compelled to 
submit to the prowess of Abdullah the son of Abbas, In the scanty 
list of civil occurrences, with which the historian has thought proper to 
distinguish the year twenty-one, is the coinage of gold and silver inonej*, 
of dinaurs and dirhems, which, for the first time, it would appear, Omar 
caused to he struck throughout his dominions about this period. As far 
as the text enables us to state, they bore m general the name of God, with- 
out accompaniment. Some of the dinaurs or pieces of gold, arc bower cr 
said to have exhibited the well known creed of Mahommedism, asserting 
the unity of the Godhead, and the divine mission of the prophet Some 
W'ere also impressed with the words, Ulhumd-ul~UllaIi, praised he God, 
And others, with Omar, Ameir ul Mofiraenem, Omar, commander of the 
faithful. But to hazard a conjecture, Ulhumd-ul-Ullah, and Omar Amcir 
■ nl Moumenein, may have been exhibited partly on the one side, and partly 
on the reverse of the same piece, as Laillauh-il Ullah, and Mahoinmcd 
Urrusshlullah might have been on others With respect to the relative 
value of these coins, it is perhaps not easy to determine. That of the 
dinaur ofgold appears to have fluctuated from twenty to five and twenty 
of the dirhems, or pieces of s'lver; and as in some copies of Ferishtah, ten 
millions of the latter arc represented equal to two lumdred and fiftj thous.md 
rupees, or half crowns, w-e ha\e ventured to estimate the dirlicm at about 
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the period in which the author of the Habeib usseyr was employed on his A.H.XVn. 
history, about the tenth century of the Hidjerah, was the sera of Melek A.D. 638. 
Shah, of the race of beljuk, established at the commencement of the reign Habeib 
of that illustrious prince, cotemporary with Jengueiz. That he should usseyr. 
liave excluded fiom his list the aera of the Christians, is not very singular, 
as the author, in all probability, conceived it beneath the notice of a pious 
and orthodox Mussulman ; and to an Olympiad, or the foundation of 
Rome, It IS possible that his information never extended. 

During the eighteenth of the Hidjerah, the attention of Omar was for some A.H.XVnS^ 
time emplojed in administering consolation to his people, sinking under A,D, 639. 
the horrors of famine and hunger brought upon the city of Medeinah by a 
season of excessi\e drought , and from which, if then historians are entitled 
to credit, the intervention of a miracle ^%'as employed to relieve them. In 
the height of their sufferings, accompanied by the principal citizens, many 
of them the associates of the prophet, the Khalif repaired to the adjacent 
plain, in humble prostration to implore the compassion of heaven ; and the 
aged and respectable Abbas having been chosen, on this occasion, as the 
organ of their supplications, his prayers are said to have found immediate 
access to the throne of mercy , as within the compass of the same hour 
the bounty of heaven, which had been long withheld from them, disclosed 
itseli 111 abundant ram . which continued without intermission for the 
whole succeeding w^eek, to the great and seasonable relief of the parched 
inhabitants, w'ho were not deficient in their expressions of veneration and 
gratitude to him, whose intercessions with divine goodness, had been so 
miraculously exerted in tfieir favor. 

The mosque and mausoleum of the prophet at Medeinah, when com- 
pared with the increasing magnitude and prosperity of that dominion 
which was become the lot of his successors, might perhaps be now consi- 
dered to occupy a space too humble for the author of so splendid a destiny; 
and It was accordingly thought necessary, during this year, to enlarge that 
space by the purchase of several adjoining houses, the property of Abbas, 
which were thus included within the sacred precincts. In the course of 
the same year, a detachment of the Mahommedan troops in Palestine and 
in the neighbourhood ot Ramlah, while exploring the recesses of mount 
Libauus, penetrated into a cave m the mountain , where, reclining on a 
glided throne, they discovered, the body or skeleton of a man, and by the 
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?ivc-pcTicc Imlf-ponny; RO that the clinnur, at the highest value, might A.H.XXI. 
ha\e hocMi r(iual to about clo\on shillings and fne-pcnce half-penny, and A D 642. 
at the lowest, to about nine shillmgs and two-pence, English currency. Habeib 
The e\pulsio,i of the .Tews from their ancient establishment of Khaibar, was wsseyr. 
another e\ent of a more domestic nature, which distinguished the year 
twent\-onc, for ha\mg afloided some occ.isioii of displeasure to Omar, that 
prince did not neglect thcopportumt^ to dispossess them of Iheirpatrimony, 
which w as accordingly transferred to the faithful. 

1 he government ol Aumar Yausscr was not more successful in subduing 
the diange.nblc and turbulent spirit of the people of Kufah, than that of 
his predecessor. Ills conduct became also obnoxious , and the Klialif, 
who did not perhaps think it \ery safe to temporize w'lth the complaints 
of these haughiN swoidsmcn, was easily prevailed upon to supersede him, 
the appointment of Moghairah the son of hhaubiah, w'hose singular 
character cannot ha\e escaped the recollection of the reader. 

To this chieftain, with the troops of lus province, under the events of the A H XXII, 
year twenty -two, has been ascribed the reduction of Ar.erbaijaun, corres- A.D. 643. 
ponding uearl^> to the ancient Media, and part of Armenia , the natives of 
which, were permitted to jiurchasc the forbearance oi their oppressors for 
the moderate sum of eight hundred thousand dirhems.’'^' The other con- 
quered countries in the neighbourhood were, however, not yet reconciled 
to the ^oke of their recent and ferocious masters, and it accordingly 
appears, that .ibout this period an insurrection took place among the inha- 
bitants ot liamadaun, which w, is, however, speedily suppressed by the 
sword of Niauni the son of Mekrbn , who embraced the opportunity of 
signalizing himself further, by the subjugation of the cities of Rai, Kums, 
and Damaghaun, w itli the territory dependant on them The declining 
fortune of the Persian monarchy w'as now’ extended to its vassals m the 
almost inaccessible mountains and forests of iSIazanderaun and Tebristaun, 
both compiehended in the ancient Hyrcaiiia, which, on becoming tributary, 

W’ere admitted to a treaty of peace with these all subduing enthusiasts. 

AVhile the conquests of Mahommedi‘'m w'ere thus accnmulatiiig in other 
parts of the empiie, a body of tw’eiity thousand men, under Ehnif the son 
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^de Of It, ^ plate or tablet of solid gold, containing an inscription* in 
Greek characters, to the following effect. « I am Saba the son of 
» anss, once distinguished by the friendship of Esau, the son of the patriarch 
“ and prophet Isaac. -In splendour and prosperity I enjoj^ed life to an 
“ advanced age, during which I witnessed on earth various and surprising 
visitations ; Among other things, destructive storms of hail and suo'aI 
in the heats of July. Let it not therefore surprise or alarm, iffutuiity 
“ should exhibit the same appearances. But that which impressed me 
with the greatest degree of astonishment, was the blindness of the des- 
cendants of Adam, who, with the graves of their forefathers, their children 
and friends, continually before their eyes, should yet be so totally 
“ unmindful of death, as not to direct one thought towards that strict and 
rigid account, which will be infallibly required of them on the great and 
aweful day of universal retribution. I further assuredly know, that at 
the proper period, the race of men who shall discover the secrets of this 
cave, are destined by the unalterable decrees of Omnipotence, to possess 
■“ the surrounding regions. These events, however, will not come to pass 
“ until the paths of truth and rectitude shall have been lost to mankind, 
and the worship of the true God shall have disappeared on earth. 
After all, the end of the just and pious shall be happy. EareueM’^ 
The above, in the true taste of oriental curiosity, we have been compelled 
in the dearth of other matter, to introduce on the authority of our original, 
without claiming from the reader a greater share of his attention than such 
a circumstance may appear to deserve. 

At a very early period of their establishment, the inhabitants of the 
new city of Kufah began to exhibit those proofs of the turbulent and refrac- 
tory spirit, for which they afterwards became so notorious , and we accord- 
ingly find them under the twentieth of the Hidjerah, so dissatisfied vitli 
the administration of Saud, under whose auspices they had so often fought 
and conquered, as to transmit to Medemah, against him, complaints of 
such a nature, as appeared of sufficient weight with Omar, to remo\e that 
warlike and successful commander from his government, « Inch now 
devolved in rotation to Aumar Yausser, a name of considerable celebrity in 
the annals of Isslam. And among the casualties of the jear twenty, it 

♦ Why the inscnption should be Greek, rather than Hcbrc;v or Swiac, it is not ea,-> to 
•explain , the onginal is Yunauny. 
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i^.H.XXil. of Keyss, proceeded, by direction of Omar, to invade the powerful province 
of Khorassaun, corresponding to the ancient fJactiiana. Alarmed at the 
Habeib approach of these troops, the despairing Yezdejird is now said to have fled 
for protection to the Khaugan of the Tatars, hose assistance iie implored 
to expel the invaders. This prince generously determined to support the 
royal fugitive, and for that purpose immediately crossed the Ainuiah, or 
lower Oxus, at the head of a numerous armj", while Ehnif, viih the 
Mahommedans, advanced to meet him from the side of Meru. A \fry 
trifle was, however it seems, sufiicient to deter him fiom the prosecution 
of his design. Three of the Tartar scouts being intercepted by the Ma- 
hommedans, were by them immediately put to the svord, and the circum- 
stance being communicated to the Khaugan, was by him translated info a 
presage so inauspicious to the success of his enterprise, that he as speedily- 
determined to withdraw from the danger, and accordingly recrossed the 
Oxus without further delay. The unhappy Yezdejird was once more 
thus abandoned to his destiny; and although he succeeded in eluding, for 
some time longer, the pursuit of Ins enemies, this uas the last instance in 
which he appears to have offered any material interruption to the final 
subjugation of his dominions. 

In the course of the year twenty-three, the province of Kermniin uns 
A.H XXIII. added to the possessions of Isslam, by the united c.vertions of Sohe\l the 
* ' son of Auddi, and Abdullah the son of Autteban ; that of Seiestaun, the 

cradle of the invincible Rustum, was reduced by Aussem the son of Amru, 
of the tribe of Benni Temeim ; and to complete their conquests to the 
southward, the capital of Mekraiin submitted to Hukkem the son of Aumer 
the Saulbian. , However unimportant at a remote period, and in a distant 
quarter of the globe, this recapitulation of uncouth names may appear, 
thev claim, notwithstanding, considerable attention on the spot , though 
perhaps not to so great a degree, as the catalogue of those fortunate adven- 
turers, \\ ho accompanied the Norman William, m support of his pretcn'rinns 
to the crown of Eduard the confessor, uill ever continue to t\cite in the 
recollection of Englishmen. 

While these conquests uere accumulating round him, Sliofiriig, (In 
lieutenant, or satrap of Earss, (that region of the IVisian empire, ol uhuh 
Istakhar, or Per^epolis was, and at a subsequent period .'-liiraii/ (). catm the 
capital) assembled a considerable forte, uith uliich, atthc titj o{ l ouuj.,,' 

* Fo'jshutijc 2>crh2pj, 
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niny be proper to notice in particulnr the death of AbA SofTeyan, the father 
ofY C 7 . 70 KI and Mauwciah, and uncle’s son of the prophet. 

The rcmo\al of the ^\arhke Sand from the government of KAfah, seems 
to ha\e hastened ilie conclusive eflorts which Yc/dejird was yet preparing, 
to reco\cr his dominions from the usurpation of these barbarous invaders. 
And for this purpose, all the troops that could he drawn together from the 
several prOMiices of the empire, to which the spoliations of the enemy 
had not been vet cMcndcd, and particularly from those of Khorassaun, 
Rai and Ilamadauii, were now assembled at Nihawcnd, to the number of 
one hundred and fifty thousand men ; of whom the command was assigned 
to Fc>*-ouzan, one of his best generals, who still survived to w'ltness the 
further crtiel and sanguinari, discomfiture of his countrymen. ^ These 
forniHlable preparations being announced at Medeinah by the letters of 
Aumar Yausser, occasioned considerable alarm lest the mischiefs of inva- 
sion should be at last retaliated even at the seat of the Khelaufut; or at 
anj rale lest the rising establishments of KAfah and Bassorah should be 
thus esposed to premature destruction. According to the opinion of 
Olhman, it was a coniuncturc winch demanded the presence of the Kha- 
]jf Inmsclf at the head of his troops, but the counsels of Ally again 
prevailed for the adoption of less desperate measures , and m concurrence 
with his adv ice, iSIiaumaii the son of Alokurien, or IMekrAn, was the person 
now selected by Omar to oppose the Persians, with an army, w'hich, 
including the troops drawn from the garrisons of KAfah and Bassorah, is 
not said to have amounted altogether to more than thirty thousand men. 

At the head of these, how ev'er, after completing the necessary arrangements, 
Niauman, accompanied, among other gallant soldiers, by Abdullah the son 
of Omar, advanced towards Nihavvend. In the meantime, the Persian 
general had employed the utmost of his exertions, by surrounding his 
camp with a deep ditch and rampart, and by providing every other possible 
measure of defence, to render that position impregnable, m which 
lie was to play the last stake for the emancipation of his country. 

In this situation the Persian army patiently expected the approach of the 
Mosslems, who shortly afterwards appeared, and pitched their tents withm 
half a league of their mtrenchments. A senes of partial and ineffectual 
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•:i tlic confines between bis province and that of Khiizistaun, he seemed A.H.XXIII. 
determined to oppose a resolute resistance to the usurpations of these A.D. 644. 
cruel iinadeis J3ut the Mgilance of Omar, ever watchful to promote the Habeib 
ascendancy of his fortune, did not long sufler these demonstrations to pass usseyr. 
unregarded bc\ end eminent commanders with patents for the govern- 
mcntofsuch parts of the province as the events of war should place at 
their disposal, were employed without delay to coin nice him of the inutility 
of his efiortb. These men, at the head of troops now' long mured to conquest» 
accordmglv entered i\irbS , and Shohriig, like the rest of his compatriots, 
perceiMiitj it uii.n ailing to oppose the tide of adverse fortune, shrunk from 
the contest, and abandoned Ins country to the enemy. Mujaushia the 
son of Mnssaond then took possession of Toudje, while Othmaun the son 
of Abil Ausb, led the \ictorious Mahommedans into Istakhar. 

In the same (piarter, Sauriah the son of Zenneim, emplovcd ivitli a 
eeparnte dnision against Fassa and Daurnijerd on the route from Shirauz 
to Kermaun, appears to have CNpcricnced a more determined resistance 
from the nali\es of those districts, than the behaviour ol their fellow' sub- 
jects might have led him to expect. llaMiig consumed a period of nearly 
two months, 111 besieging one of the strong holds of the country, into w'hich 
they bad thrown themsehes, lie found himself at the same time suddenly 
tind ficrcelv attacked by a sally from the garrison, and by a numerous 
body of Kurds, who had ad\anced to their relief. The Mussulmans had 
fallen in considerable numbers, and the issue of the contest w'as held in 
alarming suspense , w'hcn, as the historian with the utmost gravity assures 
us, the Khalifat Medemah, one Friday, w'hile discharging the functions 
of the Imaumnt m the mosque of the prophet, w'as suddenly heard to 
QxclMm, Sum la/i f } c/noic ^0 f/ie hill , an exclamation w'hich, by some 
more than mortal medium was instantly communicated to the perception 
of that commander w'ho, accordingly, drew off his troops towards the 
skirts of an adjuining hill, w'lth w'hich he effectually covered his rear, and 
in th.it situation again prepared to sustain the attack of his assailants; 

Here the battle w-as renew'ed, w'lth a fury in proportion to the objects 
which separately animated the contending parties; but, as might have been 
expected from such a prelude, fortune w'lth her usual predilection finally 
declared for the Mosslems, 
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A.H.XXJ. hostfiities now commenced, and continued fora period of two mpntlis; in. 

■J.... * which, though no decided superiority could be claimed on either, yet i.i 
Habeib the various skirmishes which took place, the advantage seemed in general 
iisseyr. notwithstanding, to incline to the side of the Arabs. This consideration 
may have prevailed with Feyrouzan, contrary to the experience of former 
failures in that respect, to desire that a person on the part of the Mahom- 
medan general might be deputed to receive from him such tenders towards 
an accommodation, as he still felt himself disposed to communicate. To 
this from a variety of motives Niauraan very readily acceded , and the same 
Moghairah who had signalized himself on former similar occasions, was 
now again selected alone to confer with the Persian. 

Rouzut On admissipn to the pavilion of Feyrouzan, perceiving him seated on a 
ussuffa. throne of gold, a tiara streaming with radiance adorning his brows, and a 
numerous concourse of his officers standing before him, the Maliommedan 
announced his presence by the abrupt and insolent declaration, that until 
they were masters 6f those proud bulwarks, which had hitherto opposed 
their' valour, and of the throne and diadem which now shed such biilliaiice 
before him, his countrymen would never be induced to recede , and with- 
out further prelude bounding forwards, he seated himself on the throne by 
the side of the Persian Satrap. But the assembly preparing to chastize his 
presumption, he pleaded ignorance of their manners; and with equal effron- 
tery cautioned them to forbear from molesting him, since nothing was more 
repugnant to the maxims of true royalty, than violence against the sacred 
person of an embassador; and Feyrouzan also interposing his authority to 
prevent them, they were constrained to suppress their indignation, while he 
proceeded to explain the terms on which he was disposed to open a treaty 
with the Mahommedans. These comprised in truth nothing more than 
what had been already in repeated instances rejected with scorn and disdain ; 
an offer to clothe them, it they were in search of apparel ; to feed them if 
hungry, and in fine to cede to them an extent of territory, amply suffici- 
ent to provide for all their future necessities, if they would engage to. 
Withdraw from a country which they had so unjustly invaded. 

To this, in a strain which might he now considered from frequent repe- 
tition familiar, Moghairah replied, by acknowledging the justice of nil that 
had been again charged against the Arabs, with respect to the pmerty, 
imbecility and even baseness of their former condition. But from this lie 
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This may be considered as the last of those military exploits that so 
largely contributed to signalize the reign of Omar; which was now destined 
to be prematurely shortened by the hand of an ignoble and obscure indivi- 
dual, armed against his life by the sense of injury, and by a denial ofjusticc 
and protection against the alleged wrongs and exactions of an obdurate 
master. 

In the latter part of the month of Zilhudje, of the yeai twenty-three, and 
on his return to Medemah, from the performance of a last visitation to the 
sacred shrine of Mekkah, Omar was solemnly admonished by Kaaub-ul 
-akhbaur, the tradjtionist perhaps, to prepare for the long journey of 
eternity ; for that of the term of life, there remained for him but the short 
interval of three days. As he was not sensible of any ailing or infirmity, 
the Klialif under some degree of surprise, expressed a desire to know, 
upon what grounds he conceived himself authorized to announce an event 
so aweful , Kaaub replied, that his information was derived from the'tour- 
ayat, or Jewish scriptures, m which, he presumed to allege, that there w^te 
some passages, which typified the character and actions of Omar. While 
the Klialif \vas under the influence of these impiessions, Feyrouz, a Chris- 
tian slave belonging to Moghairah the son ofShaubiah, to whom probably 
his master had given the name of Abfi Lfilu, but whom the Sheiahs or 
adherentgof Ally have since dignified with the appellation of Shuja-ud-dein, 
the hero of their faith, procured admission to his presence, and complaining 
of the heavy exactions of Moghairah, intreated that an injunction might 
belaid upon him to make some abatement in the daily sum, which he 
levied from the fruits of his industry. Upon this Omar demanded of the 
slave if he excelled in any trade or profession ; and being informed in reply, 
tlrat he was a carpenter, sculptor and smith, and that the sum required 
by his proprietor, amounted to four dirhems^ a day ; the Kbalif declared, 
that, considering the endowments of which he acknowledged himself 
possessed, the demand on the part of his master was by no means unrea- 
sonable ; and proceeding to say, that among his other qualifications, he 
understood he was also an excellent millwright, he demanded moreover, 
perhaps insultingly, whether, if he should undertake to construct at his 

request a rvindmill for the service of the state, he might not consider his 
ekill employed to infinite advantage. To this, unable any Jongei to suppress 

» About one shdling and ten-pence. 
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could ossiirc tlio'^e ^ lio licarcl him, thcj' had long emerged, since a gracious A. H, xxr. 
God, through the medium of their prophet, and the blessings of a glorious A D. 642, 
religion, had crowned their destiny with unbounded wealth, power and Rouzut 

grandeur. Perhaps it was also necessary to add, that from the moment in ussuffn*. 

w Inch the pride of one of their monarchs had led him to tear in pieces the 
letta GoiPs mci'ienpc] ^ prosperity and dominion had forever forsaken 
or discarded the race of Sassan. lie concluded, by proposing, as usual, 
that they would cither submit to become tributary, or quit their intrench- 
mcnls, and decide the contest in the field of battle. Upon which, 
observing to Ins oflicers that there was some degree of truth in the Arabs 
reasoning, Feyrou/an turned to Moghaimh, and dismissed him wnth an 
assurance, that on the ^^'cdncsday following, he should relinquish the « 
advantages of his jiosition, and meet his countrymen in the field of battle, 
raitliful to his promise, he accordingly appeared on the day appointed, 
with Ins whole army before the camp of the Mussulmans, with w'hom a 
fierce and obstinate contest immediately ensued ; m which, w'hen evening 
closed the scene, neither parly could yet claim the advantage. The con- 
flict was renewed the follow m? day with a termination equally' indecisive, 
night again seiiarating the comliatants before success could yet declare 
iLself for eiiner of the parlies. Put on Friday', the third of the battle, 
though Niauman fell mortally wounded m the early part of the action, 
victory, with her zephyr breath, played upon the ensigns of Jsslam , and a 
dreadful and sanguinary discomfiture irrevocably sealed the destiny of the 
Persian empire. 

In the relation of Abh Ilaneifah of Ddln^^r, w'hose residence in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fatal spot, may perhaps have afforded him opportunities 
■of more accurate information, the circumstances of this memorable event 
are, however, represented with some variation from those v\hicli have just 
claimed our notice. According to this writer, w'hen Niauman had con- 
ducted his army' within three pliarsangs of Nihawend, he there encamped; 
and the Persians under Murdaii Shah the son of Hormihz, advancing to, 
oppose him, pitched their camp also, immediately m his vicinity, securing 
themselves however, with a formidable line of intrenchments , the advan- 
tages of which, for the hazardous and uncertain issue of a contest m the open 
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Ins indj^nntlon, the sl.nc rcioincd, tliat he ini:^ht, perndventure, find the 
iiKMiis (>f roii'-lritctiim s\i( h a uiiidiuill for ns would he celebrated 
from cast to west, and the •'torv of winch would he repeated to the end of 
time Ahh Lulvi then withdrew, and the Khahf acknowledged that he 
had prc'^nnu'd to threaten him with as‘.n''Smntion 

\V.it( hm^ hi^ opporlnintN on the following (l.i\, while the Khahf was 
cn'^a:^ed m the performaiK e of morning prajers, and the people entirely 
occupied 111 nttendme to his ( \horiatioiH, m the jmhhc mosque at Medci- 
nnh. the same sl.ne ha\ine: proh.diK mixed, nnpercened, with the congre- 
gation. rn'«lu d forwaid to the pnlini , and before the\ (onld he aw arc of Ins 
di si^n, sneret d( (1 inmllKtmeon the person of (^mar, si\ difierent wounds 
w nil his ku isse, or kh'inier . one ot w hu h, below ihe navel, c ompletcd his 
pnrposi .iiid taking ad\ ant.iue ol the consternation into which the nssein- 
hl\ wi-n thrown h\ an .let of such unlonkt d for atrot ity, immediately 
elk cied his t seape into Persian Irak , w luTe at a snhs( qnent period, accord- 
ing to the ^lieialis, ill* assassin w.issnflerc'd to (‘\pi nence a peaceable 
de.ith 111 tlu cit\ ot K.'shmn I he .Shnnihs aflinn on the contrarv, that 
being iiistanil\ su/ed, and nppr»'hending the pnnislnnenl w Inch aw’aited 
him. he mt iiis ow n thro n on the spot. 

In tins slate, the Kli.dil was roineyed home, and a draught of miik, 
which he had received irom one of those who attended, being olmcrved to 
issue, mixed w nil blood, from the wound bedow bis iiacel, it U’as tminedi- 
atel\ pronounced to be ni'ir’al , w lien llaureib, who bad administerecl the 
draught of nnik, ad\ iserl him it h*' ha 1 an\ hi'qnesis to .irrange, todispatcli 
for to all appearance his ilfairs were at a dangerous crisis. At this 
mnim nt, Kaaiih. the reputed sage already mentioned, entered the 
chamhcT, when Omar told him with some degree of emotion, that liis 
prediction was hut too tnilv verified , however, ho called God to witness, 
tint the termm .tion of life had m nselt iioihmg to excite his apprehensions ; 
It was the muUmulc of his ofienccs only that gave him alarm, m winch 
pel haps he was not very singular. Then calling to his son Abdullah, he 
desired him torcpaii to Ayaishah w ith a message fiom him, not as sovereign 
of the true believers, tor the latal ov’ent of the day had terminated that 
proud disimetion, but merely to state that the humble Omar wished her 
health, and besought her permission to be committed to the earth by the 
fctdc of his two illustrious benefactors. Abdullah returned wuth Ayaisl]al\& 
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A. HrXXI. field, no provocation could for some lime prevail upon them to forego. In 

of difficulty, Niauman had received the instructions of Omar, to 
Rouzut be governed by the advice of Amru the son of Me 3 ^audi Kerreb, and 7e/- 
us?ufFa. hah the son of Khieifhd; and perceiving that all his attempts to brm^^ the 
enemy to notion proved ineffectual, he thought the occasion now offered, 
to bring the experience of those two chieftains to the test. After explain- 
ing to them, that although daily strengthened by continual reinforcements, 
it appeared to be the fixed determination of the Persians to remain on the 
defensive within their fortifications; and that so long as they adhered to 
such a resolution, situated as they were, in the midst of the abundant 
supplies of a friendly territory, it was in their power to protract the nar in 
full security, to any period they chose ; while the Mussulmans on their 
part, at a distance fom all supply, and in the heart of a country invetcr- 
ately hostile, must be inevitably exposed to every species of privation and 
distress • he therefore requested they would freely suggest such measures 
as they conceived it most advisable to adopt, in the dilemma to which he 
found himself reduced. 

Without keeping him long in suspense, Amru proposed, that a report 
should be circulated in the camp of the enemy, that the Khalif Omar was 
dead , and, as if in consequence of such an event, that the Mussulman 
army should immediately retire some marches homewards. In ail probabi- 
lity the Persians encouraged by these appearances, would be at last induced 
to" forego the protection of their lines, for the imagined pursuit of a flying 
enemy; and in such a case it would not be very difficult to give them 
battle when they least expected it^ and to strike for that Mctory, with 
■which there needed only the opportunity, to crown their ardent expec- 
tations. 

The scheme was approved of by Niauraan, and itnmediotely earned into 
execution. The Persians, as had been foreseen, on intelligence that their 
enemies were retreating, fell without suspicion into the snare, and sufhTUJg 
themselves to be carried ayvay by their exultation, and the flatteiiiig illii- 
'sions of hope, were irrecoverably engaged in a distant, and, perhaps, a 
negligent pursuit. So soon, however, as it was perceived that tlies had 
been drawn to such a distance, that it would 6c impossible to regain tluir 
entrenchments without fighting, the Arabs on a sudden ceased to retire ; and 
the Persian generals discovering when too late, that it nas no longer 
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^.RXXm. full assent to his father’s request. Not satisfied with this, he directed, when 
lie ceased to live, that the same request should be repeated, and if again 
Rouzut complied With, it would he well; otherwise to commit him to the grave 
TJEsuffA. in the common burying ground of the Mussulmans. 

While he thus languished on the threshold of dissolution, some of the 
principal coexiles were urgent with Omar to nominate -a successor to the 
Khelaufut , this he declined, alleging, that the responsibility incurred by 
the actions of his own government, was as much as he could well sustain ; 
without extending it to those of another, when he was in his grave : and 
though the example of a much better peison than himself, even of Abfi 
Bukker might be cited for his mutation, yet, that of one who was as much 
superior to all the race of Adam, of Mahommed himself, who might have 
exerted such a discretion withoutthe piobability of a dissent, was, with him 
too powerful an argument to the contrar3^ It was next suggested to him, 
that with the acknowledged excellencies which adorned his character, the 
nomination of his son Abdullah, would meet with the entire approbation 
of all the prophet’s companions, whose acquiescence it was principally 
necessary to provide for; to this he most decidedly objected, declaring, that 
with his consent not one of the family of Omar should evei load himself 
with such a charge ; and become the source of additional compunction to 
him on the great daj’’ of retribution. However, he at last complied' with 
their solicitations, so far as to fix their choice to one of these six peisons, 
each of whom, he declared that the prophet, on one occasion or other, had 
expressly designated for a place in paradise These were ^//y; Othman , 
Saud-e~Welcauss ; Telliah the son of Abdullah ; Zobair the son of Ul Awaum, 
and Abdut i athman the son of Aouff : whom at his death he directed them to 
assemble in a species of conclave, for the puipose of ch using, from among 
themselves, that one whom they thought most worthy to be the prophet’s 
successor. 

There were, notwithstanding, many among the believers who presumed 
to question, with some degree of seventy, the pretensions of these six 
worthies, to whom the honors of the Khelaufut seemed to be thus exclu- 
sively confined , and in order to remove their doubts, which be did not 
learn without considerable dissatisfaction, Omar is now stated to have 
declared th^ grounds on which he conceived himself authorized to en low 
them wath such a preference. As they appear to have been of » 
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iiaturo r.ishor •^Hijrnlir to ollcgc in support of ‘^urli rxnltccl claims, tlicy 
cannot in pi'^licc l)c lioro omitlcil. And first, w itii regard to Ins son in law 
iho husband ofrauUma, the proplu’l on a\arich of occasions is declared to 
h,uc r< pealed, that there w as not a scene, if uc nia) soc\plain it, on the an e- 
ful tluatriM^t the tin of indginent, in which his hand would not be found 
loeki’d in .he 1 a .d of Alls In order to vindicate Ins preference of 0th- 
lu.ni. .Ill .licervai on of the prophet is al^o introduced, in which he describes 
to Oni ir, all the angels oi hca\cn united to bestow their benedictions upon 
him th u Oihman was po'^cs.>ed with such unalTcctcd piety and reverence 
for his eicilor, that neiiher through error nor design was he ever known to 
olliMul OI ^aud-^-^\ ekauss, tlie c\f< Hence rested on service performed 
in the haiilo ofOhud. win re die arrows with which the prophet stood by 
to siippK him, wcic dire ted among die cneniv with such unerring skill, 
that he was heard to pronounce thirteen times successively that the zeal 
of ^aud would find it-, meed in paradise. One very cold night, during an 
CNpodiiion in winch he was eiigancd. the animal on which the prophet rode 
beionnug lame, he oa’‘iusd\ hesouehl heaven, that the man who should 
di-'iiiouin fir the ace onniiodatiou of God’s prophet, miglit secure so perma- 
miit a share of divine favor, as to be safe airamst the hazard of future dis- 
pleasure At tlie same moment, 'I'clhah thcsoii of .Midullah, was observed 
to dismount, and the camel, on which Mahommed rode, recovering from 
Its lameness, tlio p>-nphet undertook to announce to him, on the aulhorit}’’ 
of the aii2:i-l Gabriel, tlic promise, tliat wherever the terrois of the day of 
judgment should he exhibited, that angel would be found b\ Ins side this 
was accordinglv llic circumstance on vvliicli he founded the claim ofTelhah. 
Of Zobair, the merit appears to have been dcriv'cd from a similar source, 
the desiie of securing the prophet’s regard by aver} trifling instance of 
aiiention. On some occasion, when he had fallen asleep, some flies had 
settled on the prophet’s face, being bid seldom that a collection of 
siceets IS scciiie f/oin such al/achs , and Zobair was detected, when Ma- 
lioimncd awoke, in the friendly task of fanning the flies from his counten- 
ance, on which the name of the tutelar archangel was again introduced as 
hailing him w iih the assurance, that on the same avveful day, that immortal 
spun would he present to avert the flames of hell from the face of Zobair, 
Of the same nature also were the grounds on which Omar endeavoured to 
establish, lastly, the pre-eminence of Abdurraihropn , for he proceeds- to 
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Saudhad continued InposSGSsIonofhisrecoveredhonorsabouttwelvemonths, A.H.XXTV, 
and the people of Kufah had had an opportunity of doing justice to the A. D. 644 . 
benevolence and purity ot his character, they found that he was to be again Rouzut 
removed to make room for an uterine brother of the Khalifs, \^^aleid the ussufB* 
^011 of Aukkebah, son of Islogheitt, whom they did not hesitate to stigma- 
tize as the votary of every species of vice and debauchery. This was the 
first instance in which Othman betrayed that imprudent partiality for the 
members of his own family, the foundation of those clamours and ultimate 
hostility, which produced his final destruction. And yet it is acknow- 
ledged that the same Waleid, during a period of five years in which he 
retained the goveinment of Khfah, conducted himself with such ability 
and attention to the happiness of the people entrusted to his care , residing 
in a house, the doors of which, in order to facilitate the access of the 
aggrieved and the indigent, he had caused to be taken aw'ay ; as to com- 
mand universal approbation ; until at the expiration of that period, repairing 
unfortunately to public w’orship in a state of intoxication , and proceeding 
through four prostrations, instead of twm prescribed by the ritual for morn- 
ing prayers, the scandalous indecorum w'as reported to Othman ; by w'hom 
he was immediately recalled to Medeinah, and there condemned to suSer 
from the hand of Abdullah the son of Jaufter Teyaur, the discipline of the 
double w'hip. This, how'ever, was a circumstance wdiich did not occur 
until six years after the period under present consideration. It remains to 
notice, that the tw'enty-fourth of the Hidjera, from the malady which 
raged with great violence at Medeinah in the course of that year, has 
received from Arabian WTilers, the appellation of Sunneh-urriauff, the year 
of the dysentery. 

In the tw'enty-fifth of the Hidjera, AmrCi the lieutenant of Egypt w^as jjxxv 
engaged in the suppression ot a revolt m the people of Alexandria, whom ^ D. 645 * 
he, however, succeeded in reducing to their allegiance. The province of 
Azerbaijaun, which had also been in a state of rebellion, capitulated to 
return to its duty, wnth Waleid the governor of Khfah, employed about 
the same period, at the head of tlie Khahfs aimies in Persia. 

In the course of the same year, a < ivis on ot the troops of Syria, under 
Jeib the son of Musselina, was directed to proceed against the fiontver of 
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on one occasion, m the apartment of 

— 1-J 1 Ins daughter Fautima, with her two children Hussun aud H6ss. 

_ Rouzut eyne, the objects of his fondest affection, came to visit him the latter 

tjssua crying most violently for food, moved by their sufferings, be ardently 

prayed, that a boundless sphere of happiness might be the poition 
of that person who should relieve the wants of his children. Immediately 
somebody was heard at the door, and on admission, found to be Abdurraih- 
man the son of Aouff, with a tray of victuals in his hand, winch he said, 
he had provided as a treat for God’s prophet ; to which the latter replied, 
that a place in paradise was prepared for him, and that the munificence of 
heaven would be extended to prosper him, even in this world. 

Thus consecrated by the venerable stamp of prophetic benediction^ 
Omar steinly cautioned those who had presumed to imagine evil against 
the candidates whom he bad maiked for the succession, to desist, lest the 
most serious mischiefs should recoil upon th'^mselves. He then imposed 
his dying obligation upon Abh Telhah, to select from among the Ansaur, 
fifty of the bravest warriors , with whom, wdien he should have breathed 
his last, he was to post himself without delay, as a guard over the conclave, 
or council of six, whose proceedings he was to neglect no possible exertion 
to hasten to a conclusion. To constiam the opposition of a refractory and 
obstinate minority, he w^as authorized to exercise the argument of the 
sword , and whereAhe voices appeared to be equally divided, three against 
three, he was to declare for that side on which he found the name of Ab- 
durraihman. The presence of his son Abdullah might be perhaps expedi- 
ent to the council, but he was not to be suffered to interfere in any way m 
their deliberations ; neither were they on any consideiation to be allowed 
to protract the election of a Khalif, more than three days aftei the period 
of his death. 

It only remains to mention, that after having sustained the burden of 
royalty with unblemished reputation for the period of ten years, two months, 
and some days, Omar, m theclose of Zilhudje,of the year twenty-three, took 
his departure to a state of more permanent glory. In addition to the advan- 
tage of an illustrious descent, which in common with the prophet, he traced 
to Kaaub the son of Lauvi, this prince, the son of U1 Khetaiib and 
B:haithma, was possessed of qualifications which were sufficient to have 

Beginning of November, A. D. 644, 
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A.H.XXV, the Greeks of Constantinople; while Selmaun the son of Rebeiah, in put 

of instructions from Othniqn, marched by order of Waleid with a 
Habcb detachment of the force under his command towards the same destination. 
T'^sc>r. Before tlicsc two commanders had been, however, able to form a junction] 
ihc former embraced an opportunity of engaging the Mirzebaun, or general 
of tlie frontier, one of the Greek emperor’s most distinguished officers, 
who Iind advanced to oppose him at the head of eighty thousand men, in 
the neighbourhood of Shumshaut,* and succeeded in obtaining a complete 
Victory. The ensuing day he was .joined by Selmaun, with the troops of 
KCifah ; and as the booty winch had fallen into the hands of the victors was 
very considerable, their general laid claim to a proportion, and received a 
peremptory refusal from Jeih. A dispute was the consequence, in which 
both parlies l\ad recourse to their arms , but the Syrians appearing to have 
the disadvantage in tins disgraceful feud, Jeib requested that the affair 
might lie peaceably arbitrated ; after considerable discussion it was at last 
agreed to ajipcal to the judgment of the Xhaleifah. The decision was 
favorable to the claim ofSelmaun ; and the blood which fell on this occasion, 
is recorded to have been the first drawn between the people ofXufah and 
Damascus. 

Jeib remained with his division on the borders of the Greek emperor’s 
territories, while Selmaun conducted his troops into Armenia, whither he 
had beep already preceded by continual al.irms of the rapid progress of 
Mahommedism ; and as the hearts of all men were already half qubdued by 
the impression of terror, he was accordingly victorious wherever he made 
his appearance. After glutting himself with conquest m the hither 
Armenia, Selmaun passed the Kftrr or Cyrus, and entered Shirvaun, with 
the prince of which he concluded a treaty of peace. From hence hedirected 
his march towards Derbund. At this period the Khaugan, or Khaun of 
the Tartars, was encamped under the Baubulabhaub, or Caspiae portae, with 
an army, if we are to credit the report of the historian, of not less than 
three hundred thousand men; and yet on intelligence that these formidable 
invaders were approaching, such was the inconceiveable dismay with 
which they were preceded, that be immediately retreated. The chiefs of 
the Tartarian steppes, or plains, were, however, not easily reconciled to such 
a resolution ; and they boldly remonstrated with their sovereign on the 
' Asgrace and shame of tetmng before an enemy, the utmost of whose force 

* 3eau^3t<SaxDOsata, 
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txnltcd Inm in nny rank of socictj’. To his pnulcncc, or rather singular A.H.XXIIT. 
tnli'iit for (li'^rornnicnt, tlie proplict horc ninpio testimony, 'when he A.D. C44. 
bestowed upon him the appelintne of I'auruk auzem,* the grcatdiscrimm- Rouzut 
ntor, between truth and f.il-'iliood , ninl of his other Mrtnes, if w'c may be ussulTa. 
jiermitted to form an npimoii from the enlogmm jironounced over his 
remains, l»\ the competitor of Ins \icws on the soNcreignty, the bra\e and 
liberal minded \11\, the memorml w onld nKo pro\c ahnndantly flattering. 

Ill this he IS nnule to aflirin, that Omar was the onl)' person, the record of 
whose actions, and w hose jip|u'aranee in the presence of Ins creator, lie 
wished his own to resemble, neither could he doubt, as they were 
ni'^ep iralile m this world, that he should be ac:am united to the favorite of 
Onuiipott lu e, and the friend of his bosom the faithful Abh Ihikker, m the 
mansions of eternal bliss, I’rofonnd in the knowledge of the truths of 
re\ elation, he feart'd none but his God, w hose w ill to obe}', with him, 
surpassed all otluT obj* cis, and in support of w'hose ordinances he disdained 
all considerations of person or party. Strictly sc\ere m tlie investigation 
of truth, he was e(piall> rigid iii the detection of error, and poor as he 
proved himself m the |)erisliable possessions of this world, he was 
abundantly rich in the treasure which he had secured in a happier 
futurity. 

In short, apart from the lust of foreign conquest and usurpation, in 
which, unforlunatelv for mnnkind, he had too many examples to imitate, 
and to which he was, perhaps, gradually impelled by circumstances, act- 
ing upon an miemperato zeal to promote the imposture m which he w-as 
engaged ; the character asbigncd him, even by the historians of an adverse 
party, may m some respects justify us in considering the second successor 
of Mahommed, among those princes, who, by an impartial distribution of 
justice, a rigid and pmdent oeconomy, and an inflexible integrity in the 
application of the resources of the slate, have added substantial glory, to 
the deceitful splendors which have been too frequently known to decorate 
the insignia of royal authority. 

• He severed from his body the head of a Mahommedan, who, in a dispute with an 
Israelite, reluscd to abide by the decision of the prophet. Vide Sales excellent translation 
of tlie Koran, Vol, 1, page fOb, m the note. 
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could not exceed ten thousand men. The Khaun persisted, however In A.H.XXV. 
his resolution, assigning for reason, his conviction, that the Arabs were A.D. 646. 
heaven descended, that they were invulnerable, either by sword or Habeib 
arrow ; and that it would, therefore, be a folly to contend with them. usseyr. 

Under such impressions he continued his flight with redoubled speed, 
followed by the Mahommedan general, who pursued without halting to 
the walls af Balkhjird. in the fertile and delightful neighbourhood of this 
city, the Arabian army was encamped for a considerable time; as well to 
nfford a respite from fatigue, as to collect the spoils of the enemy. But 
while thus stationary, one of the scouts belonging to a party of Khezzez, a 
Tartar oordh, or herd inhabiting the western shore of the Caspian, employed tp 
watch their motions, exploring the outskntsof the camp, came undiscovered 
upon an Arab who w as bathing in the river; and, for the sake of experiment, 
let fly an arrow at him. The Arab fell; and the Tartar striking off his 
head, conveyed it immediately to the camp of the Khaugan, at whose feet 
he laid this convincing proof, that this heaven descended race was not 
exempted from the common lot of man. The Tartar prince resuming 
courage from the incident, determined to hazard an attack upon the inva* 
ders, against whom, he accordingly led his multitudes, and succeeded in 
giving them a total defeat; neither the general, nor any of his followers, 
escaping to describe the fatal result. 

Intelligence of this sanguinary discomfiture was received at Medeinah 
With the deepest concern ; and to prevent the mischief from extending 
itself into other quarters, orders were immediately transmitted by Othman 
to Jeib, to advance with the Syrian troops from Sburashaut into Armenia 
without delay, to maintain the possession of that province, and when oppor- 
tunity should occur to give battle to the enemy. In pursuance of his instruc- 
ctions, Jeib conducted his army by theroute of Oerbund of the Benni Zofiaurah 
against the city of Khelaut, the castle of which he earned by storm , the whole 
of the infidel garrison being put to the sword, and the women and children 
reduced to slavery. Upon this return of success, he directed his march 
towards the cities of Mbtammet, of which, he had already by letter sum- 
moned the chiefs to submit to the authority of Isslam. In consequence of 
this, a deputation of the nobles of the country repaired to the camp of 
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We have already observed that Omar was the first who assumed the 
title of Ameir ul Mofimenem. He was also the first who adjudged the 
punishment of eighty lashes to such as disregarded the prohibition against 
wine ; and he set the example in which he was generally imitated by his 
successors, of perambulating the streets in disguise, in order to observe the 
temper and manners of his people. According to his request, he was 
buried in the chapel of Ayaishah by the side of Abb Bukker. 

At the death of Omar, the following were the persons who governed 
under his authority in the different parts of the empire. At Medeinah, 
Nauffia the son of Abdullah Kliozzbi. Tayef, Soffeyan the son of Abdul- 
lah Thaukefy. Bassorah and Heirah, Abb Mbssa Aishaury. Kbfah, Mo*> 
ghairah the son of Shaubiah. In Egypt, Amrb ul Auss. At Harness, 
Amrb the son ofSauid. Damascus, Mauweiah. In the territory. on the 
river Jordan, Amru the son of Ayeinah. In Yemen, Yauly the son of 
Ommeyah. Bahareyne, Othman the son of Ul Auss, And in Oman^ 
Khoz2;eifah the son, of Mohussen. 
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Jeib, nnd by a present of eighty thousand dirhems, appear to have pre\ ailed 
upon liim to enter into some species of treaty with them. However, while 
he was engaged in extending the influence of Isslam, by all the expedients 
he could dense, he was suddenly superseded by Khozzeifah the son of 
ISlohusseii, who presented him with the letters of Othman depriving him 
of his command. Jeib submissnel> acquiesced, and returned into Syria. 
Khozzeifah continued at the head of aftaits in that quarter foi about twelve 
months, when he appears to have voluntarily withdiawn to Ins proMnceof 
Oman, leaving the. command to Mogliairah. This latter was, however, 
permitted to retain hisauthonty but fora %er3'^ short period, being removed 
by Othman to make room for E^hauth the son of Keyss, in A^hose hands 
the government of Persia and Azerbaijaun now continued to the concJusion 
of this reign. 

The territory of Kauzerun and the white fort, lying betwixt Istakhar 
and the Persian guijih, appear to have held out until the twent^’-sixth of 
the Hidjerah, Aihen the}’’ Avere both reduced by Othman the son of Abi ul 
Auss. The same j'ear was also distinguished by a formidable expedition 
into \^'’estern Africa j* The Khalif had considered it expedient about this 
period to introduce a change in the s^'stem which had hitherto prei^ailed 
in the government of Egypt, by separating tbe department of the revenue, 
which he noAV assigned exclusivelj’toObeidullah or Abdullah thesonofSaud, 
son of Abi Shrudje, from that of the army vlnch remained Avith Amru, 
Avhose authorit}^ became hence forAvard intirely restricted to the military 
controul. This AA'as, Iioaa ever, an arrangement aa hich did not by an}^ means 
coincide Avith the views of Amrh, Avho, by long possession, had been pro- 
babl}" accustomed to consider himself as almost independently established 
in his goveinment. Shortly afterAA ards, the troops m Egypt having been 
augmented bj*^ considerable reinforcements under Abdullah Rauffia, the 
o-enerals in that province AA'ere directed by Othman to proceed to the final 
reduction of Africa ; and ultimately of Andaluss, or Spam, so called by the 
orientals from the southern part of that peninsula. But as some obstacles 
appear to haA^e opposed the immediate prosecution of the enterprise, princi- 
pally from the contentious and refractory spirit, AAuth w bicb, m resentment 
for the introduction of that plan, by which he had been deprned ot the 
most lucrative portion of his authority, Amru contnved to embarrass the 

♦About }j833/. 6s, 8d, t IM^breb, 
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CHAP. V. 

I F the statements admitted into the preceding pages possess any claim to 
our attention, the empire of the Khalifs, under the reign of Omar, may 
be considered to have attained, pretty nearly, to those limits, which, m 
actual sovereignty at least, il appears to have surpassed at no period of its 
history. 1 rom the straits of I3abelmandel along the Red sea, through 
Lcvpi to the western limits of the desert of Barca, and from the latter point 
along the iNIcditerranean to the mouth of the Orontes, its boundary on two 
sides may be easily determined And from Antioch, an irregular line 
drawn abo\c Edessa and Nisibis, by the lake of Urmia to the Caspian, in 
the northern extremity of iMazanderaun, by the Sufleidrud perhaps, con- 
tinued through the Caspian by the Kharezmian desert to the O.xus, may 
furnish some idea of its limits on that side. Another line passing from the 
Onus in the direction of i\Ier(i, through Seicstaun, and by the mountains 
of Mckraun to the Arabian sea above cape Guadel, wull enable us to torm 
some conceiiiion of its boundary on a fourth side ; and the shores of the 
Arabian sea, from the same cape to the straits of BabeJmandel, w'lll com- 
plete the outline of this puissant domain. 

It is, how ever, not intended to con\ey an impression, that theacquisitions 
within this vast boundary were as yet by any means permanently secured. 
The ereat pro\ ince of Khorassaun was not finally subjugated until the reign 
of Oihman , and manv formidable insurrections in difierent parts of the 
Persian terntor;^, evinced on a \ariety of occasions, that abhorrence of 
foreign dominion, and regard for the religious rites of then ancestors, which 
continued to animate the disciplesof pyrolatry, until repeated discomfitures 
massacre and expulsion, succeeded in blending at length, with a very 
trifling exception, the ^a^qulshed wuth their oppressors under the united 
and powerful sway of the Koran. 

U ? 


A.H.XXir. 

A.D.644. 

Rouzut 

ussufia. 



157 

pioceedingsof liis collegue, it was suspended until these obstacles could A.H.XXVI, 
be removed. Proofs, however, were not long wanting, that the discontent A. D. 647. 
of AmvCi was not to be restrained from breaking out by any considerations Habeib 
of public duty ; and complaints of the embarrassments which he continued usseyr. 
to experience fiomhis conduct, being transmitted toOthman by Obeidul- 
lah Saud, he nas ultimately suspended from the command of the army, 
which was now added to the powers already enjoyed by his obnoxious rival. 

In consequence ot Ins degradation, Amr£k repaired to Medeinah equally 
mortified and aggrieved , and entering into an immediate and intimate 
correspondence withSaud-cWekauss, cordially united with him m aspers .4 
mg, and bringing contempt on the administration of Othman. But as a 
public and more determined proof, that all the ties of friendship between 
them nere forever dissohed, Amih proceeded to divorce his wife, for no 
other alleged reason than because she was the maternal sister of Othman. 

o 

In the mean tune, the army destined for the African expedition became 
e\ery day more formidable by the reinforcements which were continually 
arriving from Medeinah , and among other noble persons who hastened to 
take a share m the enterprise on this occasion, are found the respectable 
names of Abdullah the son of Abbas, Abdullah the son of Omar, and 
Abdullah the sou of Zobair. Obeidullah Saud, the lieutenant of Egjqjt, 
with an army thus powerfully augmented, and no longer embarrassed by 
the intrigues of Amru, immediately advanced into the African territory. 

In the neighbourhood of the city of Shebeitlah, or Sufetula, he was opposed"* 
by Jerjeir or Gregory, the lieutenant of the Greek emperor Constantine 
the son Herachus, at the head of one hundred and twenty thousand men. 

Over these, after a series of hostilities, for the period of forty days in which 
success was dubious, he at last obtained a complete victory, through the 
signal valour and address of Abdullah Zobair, who killed the Greek 
general Gregory, with his own hand, Obeidullah Saud then led his troops 
against Shebeitlah, which submitted after a short resistance, rewarding the 
victorious invaders with a booty, which gave to every private horseman a 
share of three thousand dinaurs,* and one thousand dinaurs to every foot 
soldier in the army. 

Discouraged by these defeats, the Africans appear to have relinquished 
all idea of further resistance , and Obeidullah consented to give them 
* A.t the lowest coinputauon about 1,375/. Qs. Od. 
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Before we proceed to the circumstances which prevailed to establish 
Oihnian on the throne of the Khelaiifut, it may be necessary to observe, 
that the friends of Ally were by no means insensible of the tendency of 
Omar’s arrangement, to preclude him from the 'attainment of any vreivs in 
the sovereign dignity which might have been formed in his favor. His 
uncle Abbas m particular, was no sooner apprized of such an arrangement 
than he advised him to oppose its execution m the very outset, by declin- 
ing a place among the electors, and on his expressing a strong repugnance 
to act in contravention to the dictates of the dying Khalil, Abbas remarked 
with some bitterness, that he would then most assuredly expenence in the 
result, what would not be very consonant either to his own or the wishes 
of Ins adherents. However, when the principles on which the election 
was to be conducted, became more clearly understood, Ally made no diffi- 
culty m expressing ins conviction, that he had been completelyjuggled out 
of Ins prospects, by the preponderance assigned to the vote of Abdurraih- 
man , since there was no reasonable ground to expect, either that he 
would decide contrary to the interests of Ins father in law Otbman, or that 
Saud-e-Wekauss, who w'as the couzin german of Abdurraihman, would 
take a part in opposition to the views of his relative. So that even allow- 
ing, that Telhah and Zobair were both favorable to Ins appointment, the 
superior weight tlius attached to the voice of Abdurraihman must inevita- 
bly turn the balance against him. Upon this, after reminding him of the 
instances in which he had twice already lost theKhelaufut, by disregarding 
his admonitions, Abbas again cautioned him, as he valued his fame and 
lionor, not to unite in the proceedings of the electors, unless they prevnously 
engaged their allegiance to him as the rightful Khahf. All this however 
passed, without producing any influence either on the conduct or fortunes 
of Ally. 

At all events. When they had acquitted themselves of the last solemn 
duties, in committing the remains of Omar to the grave, Mokdaud ul Ass- 
wad, probably the same person who has already claimed our attention 
under the appellative of Abu Telbab, proceeded in conformity to the 
instructions of the deceased Khahf, to convoke the conclave or council of 
six, who were accordingly assembled, including Ally, either m the hall of 
the treasury, or, according to others, in the dwelling of Fautima, the sister 
of Eshauth the son of Keyss. Here, as they seemed disposed to enter 
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A.H.'XXVI ptecarioiis peace, for the almost incredible sum (if of gold) of two million 
hundred thousand dinaurs * As a reward for his singular prowess in 
Habeib the course of the campaign, the daughter of the Greek general ^vas given 
'fcsscyr. to the destroyer of her father, Abdullah Zobair, who was at the same time 
dispatched to Mcdeinah by the son of Abi Sfirudje, in charge of the fifth 
of the spoils of Shebeitlah, and of the other conquered cities of Africa^ 
These spoils were afterwards disposed of, by the Khalif, to Merwaun the 
son of 01 TIukkum, whose ascendancy over the the mind of Othman was 
now begining to discover its eflfects, for the sum of five hundred thousand 
dmaurs.f On the same occasion, Merwaun received from his master a 
gratuitous donation of one hundred thousand diiiaiirs,^ all w'hich did not 
fail to operate on the clamorous and discontented spirit w'hich already pre* 
vailed among the citizens of Medeinah. Obeidullah Sand continued in 
the African territory for about fifteen months, at the close of w’hich, he 
returned into Egypt, leaving the administration of his recent conquests, to 
Abdullah the son of Rauffia, son of Abdulkeyss. 

In the twenU -seventh of the Hidjera, this same Abdullah Rauffia is 
A D 648 ' passed over intoSpain, the southern part of w^hich he is said 

to have subjugated to the authont}^ of the Mahommedans. Ofthisimpor* 
tant event, our author furnishes no other particulars, than that the govern^i 
ment of Andalusia was on this occasion consigned to Abdullah Nauffia the 
son of Ul Hhsseyue, and that it was the first enterprise undertaken oil 
the part of the Arabs against Western Europe, that appears recorded m the 
annals ofisslara. 

The year following, according to the testimony of the majority of 
historians^ Mauweiah theheutenantof Syria, equipped a powerful armament 
against the islands of Cyprus and Rhodes, (Zedfis) both of which, he 
reduced to submission^ Exclusive of the booty acquired on this expedition* 
to an immense amount, they have not forgotten to mention, eight thousand 
beautiful captives, of both sexes, condemned, on this occasion, to wbat 

must have been considered the most dreadful of all misfortunes, Mahom* 

V 

jmedan slavery. 

Abfi Mfissa Aishaury had hitherto contmned to administer the govera- 
' ment of Bassorah for many years, in a manner to secure the approbatiott 

* About 1,145,833/. 6s. 8d. 
t At the lowest 229j166/. 13s, 


+ 45,833/. 6s. 
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smallest re^erve. On which, obserMUg that there was nothing further to 
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of the inhabitnnts ; but either the lovo of change, or some occasion: of'A.H.XXIX; 
di'^content Inwing induced them to complain against him, during the A. D. 650. 
tweniN -ninth of the Huljcra, the Khahf embraced the opportunity o£ Habeib 
indulging Ins pred .inin.mt fading, by transferring that government from usseyr. 
Abu Mu^sa, to the son of his maternal uncle, Abdullah the son of Aamet 
Ghorci/ah. 

In the close of the same }car, certain deviations from the practice of his RouauL 
predt cc‘^' 5 ors,in conducting the ccrcmonicsof the pilgrimage, atMekkah and ussuffa.- 
thcMciniiy, contributed to extend more idely the discontents already 
pre\ ailing ngniiist the go\ eminent of Othman ; in\olving him in a contro- 
\cr^y '"th his cou/in Abdurmiliman, the principal instrument of his 
cl('\alion, who did not fail m remonstrate with him on the imprudence of 
his conduct. A\'hal appears rather extraordinar}', unless considered as a 
departure from that snuphcity of maimers which distinguished his coun- 
try men, the pro\Mon which he made for the entertainment of the pilgrims 
on this occasion, niulera s.xicious tent expanded in tbevalle}^ ofMeinafor 
the purpose, was pcr\ cried by the Assauhs or companions of the prophet, 
into an additional ground of censure an 1 dissatisfaction. On his return to 
Mcdcinah, an mcidcni also occurred, which might ha\e operated on 
superstitious minds to produce a presage unfavorable to the permanence of 
his reign. In superintending some workmen whom he had employed to 
sink a well, about two miles frointlie city, the prophet’s seal, which the 
Khahf wore on his finger, and which had hitherto securely passed from 
hand to hand through liis predecessors, to his great mortification, dropped 
into the well,, and, notw-iihslariding the most diligent search, could never 
afterwards be recovered 

The thirtieth year of the Hidjera, appears to have been distinguished ahxxX; 
bv a formidable insurrection at Istakbar, ui which, the governor, Obeidullali d ^50, 
ISlukummer, fell a sacrifice to the fury of the insurgents. On this occasion 
the fugitive Yezdcjird hastened for the last time, to put h mself at the ussuffa 

head of Ins subjects, with the remnant of troops and faithful followers and 
whose attachment to Ins fortunes, no extremity of distress or danger, had Habeib 
hitherto been sufficient to destroy. In the neighbourhood of that ancient 
cnpudl of the empire, he was again defeated with great loss, by .Abdullah 
the son ot Omar, in conjunction with Othman the son of Abi ul Auss , or, 
according to others, by bamd the sbn ot Ul Auss, whom the Khalif employed 
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say, Abdurraihman dismissed them with an assurance that on the following 
day his decision should be pronounded before the public. 

The ensuing day, accordingly, the fourth, as it would appear from the 
death of Omar, in a full assembly of the prophet’s companions, and their 
clientage convened in the principal mosque of Medeinali, Abdurraihman, 
at the conclusion of morning prayer, ascended the pulpit; and demanded 
aloud of the five electors, if it was still clearly understood among them, that 
the nomination to the Khelaufut was absolutely consigned to his discretion ; 
and when they had all expressed themselves in the affirmative, he added, that 
for his own part, he had neglected no means of information in his power to 
direct him m his choice, which he further declared should be governed by 
no kind of attachment to any party whatever. To protract the deve- 
lopcmcnt of his plot to the ver}' verge of execution, he called upon Ally to 
approach ; but vhen the latter drew near, according to desire, Abdurraih- 
nian suddenly held back his hands, until he had resumed his seat. 
The result, it will not be difficult to anticipate. Othman was now desired 
to come forward, and the question proposed to him the preceding night 
was again repealed ; to which he returned the same unquahhed reply. 
Upon this Ahdunaihman, raising his eyes to the roof of the building, 
invoked the majesty of heaven to witness, t/iat he had east the tjoke of the 
Khelaujid on the shoulders of Othman , and striking his hand upon that of 
Othman, immediately pledged his allegiance to him a tumultuous move- 
ment seemed to agitate the assembly, the multitude pressing from all sides 
ofthemosque, to follow his example, but Ally, and Abbas wo th his son 
Abdullah, kept their seals, with the design of quitting the place without 
eno-aging their faith to Othman. An admonition from Abdurraihman pre- 
vailing however upon Ally to forego the dictates of self interest, they 
acquiesced with agood grace, and submitted to acknowledge the validity of 

the election, by giving their hands to the 

The transaction which elevated Othman to the throne of the Khahfs, s 

however elsewhere related with somefurthervariation, butwith thisiti o 

hHinnltaiy to load the attention of the teadei. It is even asserted by 
I -teef that the validity oftbe election would have been disputed 
were « not for the repugnance which dwelt 
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*'"'1 restore his insulted authority. Yezdejird 
>—■■■- ' escaped, however, once more, into Khorassaun , and this may perhaps have 
Rouzut determined the views of the Mahommedans more seriously towards the 
^and ‘5ubjugation of that powerful and extensive province; in which, afthough 

Wabeib incursions had on a former occasion been carried to the banks of the 

tisscyr. ^xus, they had hitherto established no permanent possession. In that 
direction Abdullah Omar appears for a short time to have pursued ihe van- 
quished prince, but having made himself master of Dauru^juz, Darabjerd 
perhaps, and Jour, he returned to besiege Jstakhar, the citadel of, which, he 
ultimately carried by assault, putting to the sword great numbers of the 
ancient Persian nobility, who had sought a temporary and precarious asylum 
within the walls of that fortress. Abdullah now received ordeis from 0th- 

I " 

man to return, and leave the management of affairs m Parss, m the hands 
of Kahrem the son of Haban, of the tribe of Obed, and two other chieftains 
whose names it would be unnecessary to repeat. 

Among the events of this year, we are led to include an expedition into 
Jhrjaun,^ which took place about this period, under Sand or Sauid the son 
of UI Auss, accompanied by Abdullah Abbas, Abdullah the son of Omar, 
Abdullah the son of Zobair, already so distinguished by his exploits m 
Africa , Abdullah the son of Amrh and Kbozzeifah ul Yemauni, with others 
of the most illustrious names, that had hitherto distinguished the records of 
Isslam. According to some authorities, the youthful Imaums, Hussun and 
Hhsseyne, served their maiden campaign on this occasion. The enterprise 
appears to have terminated m ^he submission of the metropolis, which, 
together With the province, may have borne in common the 'name of Jhr- 
jaun, and was allowed to purchase peace, by a contribution of two hund- 
red thousand dinaurs.f 

A D XXXI In the midst of some contranety of date and statements, we are perhaps 
A iD 651. best supported in placing the death of Yezdejird, and the final reduction of 
Khorassaun, under th,e thirty-first of the If idjera. It already appears, that 
this unhappy monarch, on his recent defeat near Istakhar, had directed 
his flight to that quarter, whither the ambition of Abdullah Aamer the 
governor of Bassorah, was now further stimulated by the importunities of 
Khnif the son of Keyss, to pureue him ; and secure to himself the glory of 

\ » To the south east of the Caspian. f At the lowest 91,666/. I 4 cl. 
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Z n nliv .\\i' M \1!\ A) /Vof/rA/uf/, before he finally 

^t■^'^Ir»(ll<’ p'^'MiciiMu'e m fn >ir of ( lilMuan. Hut, that the Intter attained 
to tin o !.]- 1 1 <il 1 ) 1 '' anibHK»n throneh llu ‘'Upfrior addre*-' of hi*; son m law, 
inert ilvm thr-'iich an\ niKantiiie of tah'iiis oi finalification which he 
oili. luni po-'.' ^*- 1(1 bi'Wiiid his rival, the circuinsiaiiecs altogether appear 
p*^! Il\ rl< arl\ lo di l< riiiiiie. 

An ail Ilf nii''^uid(d vriieennce, rxerrisolby Abdullah Omar, fora 
ni‘'pt rinl pariinp ition in tin enih of Ins father’s murder, is the first occiir- 
ri'iire, whiili appt ars lo hue ( 1 uuu d tin notin' of ihe historian, after the 
am '-smn of Oihimn 'I he name of Hormh/^an has already met our 
obstrvaiion under the pr< eediiiL' 5'*' presiding over Khu/estaun 

wlnn lint pro'iine w.is aitail.id b\ tin' troops of Omar. ^ Under the 
r» rsi.in nioiiarthv, he appi ars lo have held his eo\ eminent with peculiar 
and « Mil ri eal pruih ci s, thoui.!! this was not unusnal with the great 
Fairaps" of tin niipir<‘ . nor was n until the means of resistance were 
cNhaustcd, that he snbiniitid to liie sup(*rior fortune of his invaders, by 
whom he was at 1 ui t if en and eoiui vid loMediin.ih; w here, as formerly 
rdaied, he In came in a short time, iitlur tlirouub menace or persuasion, a 
prosch le to Is'-laiii. In this city, on a trilling pension from the public 
Ircasiirv, bo resided umUr the puiiculai proieLiion of ilie Benin llaiisliem; 
until the as^assnraiiou of Omar was jierpi irated b\ the band of Abh Lulfl, 
with whom, niiforlunatelv, and lelieinali another cbrisnaii, lie had con- 
tracted a verv iniim.itc fnendslnp. When the assassin had efiected Ins 
escape in the general ( onfnsion, out of the mosque, he was according to the 
belief of the huiiinhs, or sect of Omar, closely pursued by one of the Benni 
Tcnieim, who pul him to death, and carried the Kliuiijur or Krcisse, with 
which he had wounded iheKliahf, to Abdurraihman the sou of Ahh Buk- 
ker. Abdurraihman delivered the fatal dagger to the sou of Omar, and 
wiihoui suspecting, as jl is stated, that he would be immediately carried 
away, without further examination, by the dictates of a blind revenge, 
intimated, that one day he had observed Abfi Lhlh entering the house of 
Hormh/aii, in company with Jeheinah, bearing this same dagger in his hand. 

* Pcrhnp'- It IS a fair conjecture to hazard, that this appellation maybe derived from the. 
Persian term Shahlcrruf. On the part of the hing. 


A.H.XXIV. 
A.D 644 

Habcib 

UEseyr. 



ICl 

(\ading so largely to llie possessions of Tsslam, by the conquest of this noble A.H.XXXI* 
proMnee; which, be accordingly solicited, and obtained the permission of A.D. 651. 
Othnian, to undertake. In the prosecution of the enterprize, his march Habeib 
appears to ha\e led him tlirougli Parss, to the borders of Kermaun, rvhich usse 3 T 
latter province he found in a slate of rebellion , this Avas, however, quelled, 
without much apparent diniculty, by a detachment of one thousand horse, 
under Mviiaushia the son of MAssaood, whom he employed on that service, 
llebbciah the son of Zciaiid, of the tribe of Il'ireth, being then dispatched 
to secure the oiiedicnce of Seicstaun, Abdullah, with the mam body of his 
arnn, the advanced guard of which he had placed under the immediate 
direeiioii of Ehmf the son of Kevss, proceeded through the desert which 
appe.irs on that side to co\er the approach towards Khorassaun. Having 
coinpillcd the cit> of Tabass to surrender on capitulauon, he entered the 
Kohesiaun , trom the sturd) inhabitants of w’hich mountainous region, he 
appear> to ha\e met with the only material resistance, on his progress 
tow aids KcAshnpur, which he found the natives of the surrounding terri- 
tory had made every preparation to defend against him. 

■\Vhen he last withdrew into Khorasbaun, m the abundant population 
and resources of winch, as it then stood, he might naturally have flattered 
Inmsclf with some hope of a suspension to the crisis of his fate, 
and to the deparlnn: glories of his house, the unhappy Yezdejird, 
with that faithful hand of noble relatives, and others wdio continued to 
share his destiny, was received into the city of Merb * but the period 
Avas now' am ved, which an o\er-rulmg proA'idence had marked for the final 
dissolution of thepoAAer of the Benni Sassan. The conduct of their unfor- 
tunate monarch began now to exhibit to his folloAA'ers those marks of 
asperity and impatience, which an unmerited succession of evils may be 
supposed capable of producing, sometimes, even on the firmest minds'. 

Provoked by some harsh expressions dropped at a moment of irritability, 

Mahuiah the prince or satrap of Merfi, resolved, in a fit of blind resent- 
ment, to betray the interests of his soA'ereign ; and immediately entered into 
a correspondence Avith the Khaugan of Transoxiana for the purpose of 
putting him in possession of the country entrusted to his charge. The 
Tartar prince, to Avhom he AA'as already allied by a marriage ivith his daugh- 
ter, acceded Avith little hesitation to the proposals of his son in laAV ; and 

Y 
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A.H.XXIV. The circumstance was, however, no sooner communicated to him, than 
^^ithout a moments consideration, Abdullah flew m search of Hormflzan 
Habeib and Jeheiimh, both of whom he immediately sacrificed to his vengeance, 
luiscjr. In consequence of this rash act, the son of Omar was arrested in con- 
formity to the law, and consigned to the custody of Soheib the son of 
Semnaun the Greek, until the succession to the Khelaufut should be 
determined. Accordingly, when that important point had been adjusted 
he was brought before Othman, who proceeded to deliberate on what 
species of punishment, the claims of justice required he should inflict on 
the offender. Ally was decidedly of opinion, that he was amenable to the 
most rigorous seventy of the law of retaliation. Others of the companions 
suggested, that if such a rigorous course were adopted, they would expose 
therhselves to the stigiUa of ha\ing one day imbrued their hands in the 
blood of the father, and the next m that of the son. A third party professed 
to warn tlie Khalif against incurring the charge of precipitation, by the 
very first measure of his irovernment. Othman pursued a moderate course, 
and having liquidated the fine of blood from his private purse, he caused 
Abdullah to be set at large. The latter, however, continuing to apprehend, 
that at some period or other, the rigor of the law might still be inflicted 
upon him, toolc an opportunity of withdrawing to Damascus, where he 
sought the protection of Mauweiah ; and, as will be heteafter related, 
perished of his wounds, received in the cause of that successful usurper, 
in the war of Sefieyne. ^ 

About SIX months after the accession of Othman, a revolt at Haraadaim 
called his attention to the affairs of that quarter; but the approach of 
Moghairah the lieutenant of Kfifah, appears to have dispelled the rising 
storm without bloodshed. A similar attempt, to shake off the yoke of the 
conquerors, among the citizens of Rai, was not destined to be more suc- 
cessful ; they were again reduced to submission by some of the chiefs 
who served under the authority of the governor of Kfifab, whose power, 
for a long time, seems to have extended to the greater part of the conquests 
in Persia. Not long after, Othman resolved, notwithstanding, to remove 
Moghairah from h.s government, in order to restore it to Saud-e-Wekauss ; 
a measure, which he alleged to have been bequeathed by his predecessor, 
as some atonement for the unmerited disgrace which he had been formerly 
compelled to adjudge that respectable chieftain to suffer. But when 
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A n.XXXI. crossing the Jcyhhn at the head of his troops,' appeared, as had been pre- 

coneerted, under eover of the night, under the walls ofMerfi ; the 
H^bcb gales of which were thrown open by the traitor at his approach. Thus 

r assailed by a danger equally sudden and unexpected, and alarmed perhaps 

R^ulut fearful prospect of domestic treason, Yezdejird precipitately fled the 

tisbuflil. town ; and having proceeded to the distance of about two farsangs, on 
foot and unattended, he ventured to approach a water mill, from the 
solitary inhabitant of which, he implored an asylum for the remainder of 
the night. The miller stipulating for the paltry sum of four dirhems,* of 
which he said he stood m want to satisfy the demand of a rigid landlord, 
the illustrious fugitive consigned to his possession his sword and royal cestus, 
estimated at the aggregate revenue of an empire. Awakened by the con- 
templation of these precious pledges, a detestable spirit of avarice deter- 
mined this savage monster to embrue his hands in the blood of his 
sleeping guest ; in order to render himself also master of the rich and splen- 
did apparel in which he saw him arrayed ; and having carried his atrocious 
design into execution, he cast the lifeless body into the river. In the 
mean time, the people of Merft, unapprised of the treacherous plans of their 
governor, having risen m arms to oppose the entrance of the Khaugan, 
attacked him on all sides with such determined and unexpected resolution! 
that he found it expedient to withdraw with considerable precipitation, 
through the neighbouring desert towards the Jeyhhn, which he hastened 
to recross, on his return to his capital of Bokhara. The Persians now 
commenced a search, in order to discover the retreat of their sovereign, 
whose bodys stripped of its apparel, they found m the stream into which 
it had been thrown , and the splendid appurtenances of departed royalty m 
the hands of the miller, sufficiently proclaimed the author of the detestable 
and atrocious parricide, whom they sacrificed to their just and immediate 
vengeance. Mahhiah is said, for a season, to have escaped the punishment 
due to his crimes ; and, however inconsistently, to have been the person 
by whom the remains of Yezdejird were ultimately conveyed to Istakhar, 
to be deposited in the sepulchre of the Persian monarchs. Perdhssy, 
however, by whom, in the last pages of the Shahn^mah, the fate of Yezde- 
jird IS described, with all the circumstances of poetical detail, and with 

9 About one shilling and ten-pence. 
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some variation in point of fact, informs us, that MahAiab was not suflTered 
long to survive his betrayed and murdered sovereign ; that he was delivered 
up to Puzshen the prince of Samarkand, and by him condemned to a 
painful and lingering death , his hands and feet being first successively 
' amputated, and his carcase finally thrust into a bag of burning sand. 

After sustaining a siege of four months, the city of Neyshapfir submitted 
at length to the authority of Abdullah Aumer, who found himself thus at 
liberty to prosecute his designs against the province at large. The lieu- 
tenant of Tfisse, or Tooss, had already joined his standard, while engaged 
in the siege of Neyshapfir, which, as an encouragement to similar instances 
of early submission, was placed under his government. Ehnif the son of 
Kej'ss, whose previous knowledge of the country must have qualified him 
to hold a conspicuous share in the undertaking, was employed to make 
himself master of Herat , while other commanders proceeded in different 
directions, in order to hasten the subjugation of those places, which might 
still continue disposed to assert the rights of the ancient establishment. 
The governors of Abiwerd, Nissa, and Sirkhess, were among the first who 
yielded to the authority of the invaders , and the Mirzebaun and inhabitants 
of Herat, were received to the degrading condition of tributaries on the 
prompt payment of one million of dirhems * It is further stated, in this 
place, that a negociation was opened at the same penod with Abdullah 
Aumer, by Mahfiiah the governor of Merfi, which concluded in an engage- 
ment to furnish on the spot, a contribution of two million two hundred 
thousand dirhems,-]- and an annual tribute for the future, of six hundred 
thousand dirhems In all probability he formed the expectation of 
reestablishing, on the basis of a treaty with the Arabs, that authority which 
he had forfeited by the attempt to betray his government to the Tartars ; 
othervnse, this is a circumstance not reconcileable with the preceding part 
of the narration. Shortly afterwards the son of Keyss, by the reduction of 
Balkh, Tokharestaun and Talekaun, succeeded in planting the standards of 
Issl^m on the banks of the Oxus, from whence they have never been 
vnthdrawn. 

Conceiving the conquest of Khorassaun as now completed, Abdullah 
Aumer became desirous of displaying the trophies of his good fortune in 

• About 23,916/. 13 j. 4d. f About 50,416/. 13 j. 4^. t About 13,750/. 
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In concurrence witli tlicndvicG ofliis minister, tlic illfated Otliman pro- A H XXXV, 
cccdod to coincnc an n'^'^cinbly of the chiefs and prmeipal citizens in the A.D. 655. 

* c ulKtlml ino'^quc at Mcdeinah; and after llie usual exordium ventured Habcib 

fo*in the ]uilpii of the Iniauniel to make to them the declaration, so indis- usscyr. 

rreiil\ ‘•uegcstcd hy Mirwaun. Amrfi Auss, who is stated to ha\c been 
prts(iil hut by .ueidcnt, immediately sicj'ped forward, and in direct 
contradiction to wh it had lallen from the Khalif, publicly a\ erred, that, so 
far from an\ seii'^e offoll\, or mron‘'i‘:tcncy in their conduct or designs, it 
wa*^ with the utmo-^t diirieulty that the in‘'Urgonts were prevailed upon, by 
hmi''i'lf and othcp', to ron‘'ent to a t( mporarv forbeamnee only, and after 
ftijinlatini; the mo^t e\prc and pnmti d conditions To this Othman w as 
prepirinc to make ‘'Ome rejil} , when the el imour^ of the a<;sembly became 
eo violent and outragonu*', and ^^o little n'spicl was exhibited for the person 
of the Kliahf, that he desrciuled from the pulpit m no small degree of 

terror It is recorded b\ man> authors, that part of the assembly proceeded 

even to the extremitv of pcltnu: the acred monarch w ith stones , that they 
driie^ed him from his place, broke Ins stall' upon his own head, and other- 
wise treated him with sticli marks of mdcecnt violence and indignity, that 
lie swooned awa\, and in this state was coiivcved to his palace. 

M hen lie had been restored to his faculties, Othman once more received 
a visit trom Mlv. w lio expostulated with him on the absurdity of his con- 
duct, 111 juibhslnn'r such a declaration, when the direct reverse was notor- 
ious to every person in iMedeinali. He ofiered but little in reply, further 
than that what was passed could not be recalled ; at the same time, that if 
he could point out any expedient to relieve him from his present perplexi- 
ties, his adv ice wouKl be very acceptable. Ally recommended, that the 
peojjlc should be iinmeiiiatelv reassembled , that he should retract his ^ 
imprudent asst riions. at know Icdet' the errors of his former conduct, and 
make a solemn promise ol future amendment. 

In Loinpliaiice with the r* commendation of Ally, the people W'ere 
accordingly again convened in the mosque ofiMedcinah, vv here Othman is said 
to have addressed them in words nearly to the follow mg effect. “Alas, 

“ people of jMcdcinah, \e cannot be ignorant that it is the common lot of 
“ hum.Miitv to err, neither do 1 presume to arrogate to myself a greater share 
“ of infallibility ;han the rest of mankind. Where then is the marvel, that I 

should have fallen into those errors and inconsistences entailed upononi;' 
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ot the recent acfjujsiljons to Keyss the son of Heithum, (or, as he is else- 
where denominated, the son of SulJeb) and KhaJed the son of Abdullah, 
continuing the military command, however, m Ehmf the son of Keyss, 
he returned without further deliberation into Hejauz. His reception 
from Olhmnn was not such as to justify this obvious derelection of 
duty, in abandoning, for the gratification of a childish vanity, so remote 
a frontier of the empire to the hazard of contingencies, against which he 
could no longer pretend to provide. He was, notwithstanding, continued 
in the government of B.issorah, and from thence suffered to exercise by 
deputation bis authority over the province of Khorassaun. 

]f we are to credit the testimony of the Persian historians, the year 
tliirt} -one produced events eminently disastrous, and ultimately fatal to 
one of the Greek emperors of Constantinople, to whom they have assigned 
the name of Constantine the son of Heraclius. An armament of five hun- 


dred vessels iiad been equipped by this prince, to make an effort for the 
recover}' of Alexandria, and the fertile territory of the Kile; but being 
attacked by the Maliommcdan fleet of forty sad, under the command of 
Abdullah Ilehbciah, it was defeated with great Joss, near a station called 
Zaut ussowaur. Accoidingto one of the Kfifite writers, the emperor was 
present in this ngval conflict, and escaped with infinite difficulty and hazard 
to his capital , and the force by which the attempt was rendered so com- 
pletely aboitive, appears to have been fitted out in concert, by Mauweiah, 
and ObeiduIIali the son ofSaud the lieutenant of Egypt. ' It was on this 
occasion, that in consequence of tlie reproachful and irreverent terras, in 
which, in the course of a dispute with himself, they presumed to speak of 
Othm.m, Mahommed the son of Abu Bukker, and Mahomraed the son of 
Ahi Khozzeifah, were both contemptuously dismissed from bis ship, ai?d 
probably from his fleet, by ObeidulJah Saud. 

On returning to Constantinople, the Greek emperor determined at all 
hazards to renew his attempt for the recovery of Egypt, and redoubling hiS 
exertions, had assembled in the harbour ol his capital a fleet of twelve bun. 
dred sail, on board of which he was already embaiked, when a violent gale 
afforded, to some of his generals an argument to dissuade him from the 
prosecution of an enterprize. -which the tery elements seemed determined 
to oppose. Nothing, however, could prevail upon this prince to aban on 
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impcrfret condition > Drew near, and bear witness while Ithussolemnlr 
PH.IC.S ,«,v sincere and unfeigned repentance for every act of my life and 
'govciiinient, which hath not been found acceptable before the throne of 
“ God, or conhirniable to the sentiments of our prophet’s distinguished 
f oiiip.iiiioiis. In the same strain, as a proof that he was determined for 
the hiuire, to ensure to all believers that freedom of access to his person 
which was necessary to tlie redress of their grievances, he concluded by 
declaring his immediate intention to discliarge from employment every 
chambeilain or porter in his service; lest, in that capacity, they might prove 
ill any degree instrumental in intercepting fiom him, the cfimplamts of 
his people. The cflect of this discourse upon the assembly appears to 
have been an united impulse of transport and compassion , the Khalif m a 
flood of fears, descended from the pulpit and withdrew, while Ally 
oppcalcd to all who heard him, if a more ample at knowledgment could in 
reasfui be expected from any man, and it was to be hoped that the 
Almighty would support him in liis resolution. 

The same day, however, when the nobles of Medeinali repaired to his 
gate in crouds, to tender him their applause, for a conduct so conciliatory 
^ind acceptable to the community, the evil genius of Othman, in the shape 
of Merwaun, again interposed. He had shut himself up, together with 
Sand the son of U1 Auss, with the Khahf in his interior apartments, and 
they were each of them loading their sovereign with reproaches for having 
succeeded in rendering himself at last completely contemptible in the eyes 
of the whole world; the \eiy object which, as they alleged, the son of 
Abitauleb had been so l(jng labouring to attain. They, therefore, urged 
him with the most pressing importunities, this once at least, to refuse an 
audience to the people assembled before Ins gate ; hy which they expected 
that a tumult would of course be excited, when it was found that the Kha- 
liPs protestations bad terminated in such early disappointment. Yielding 
to these importunities, Othman dispatched MerWaun to the gate, to intreat 
the people to go away, for that regret and shame had rendered him mca^ 
pable of conversing with them. Instead of addressing them, however, in 
the conciliatory language dictated by his master, Merwaun treated them 
with the most violent abuse, and sent them away equally disappointed and 


incensed. 
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liic ro';olulion, nnd hr accordingly sol sad in spite ofeverj^ remonstrance. A.H.XXXI. 
Tlic issue IS represented to have been fatal to him. The greater part of A. D. 652. 
his fleet was citlicr dispersed or destroyed at sea, and the ship in whieh the Habeib 
cjiiporor had embarked, was driven for shelter to one of the ports in the 
island of Scklcilah, or Sicuha. The islanders received him at first with all 
thatrespeet and 7cal which was due to the person of their sovereign ; but, 
when they were made to understand, iliat an obstinate disregard to the 
counsels of Ins ministers, had tcrininalcd in consequences so destructive 
to Ills subjects, they were easily led to form a conspiracy against his lifei. 

^^'hIlc he was engaged in Ins bath, a parly of the conspirators embraced an 
opportunity ol asvaihiig tins unfortunate prince ; and reproaching him in 
hitter terms with the-inavispieiouscomplcMon of hisgo%ernmcnt, and aboVe 
all, with the nuonsiderate le\iu with which he had sported with the lives 
of his jieople, the) cut him to pieces with their swords , after winch they 
rais<’d another Constantine to the throne of the empire. In this lelation, 
under a coiiBidcrablc variation of circumstances, it is not very difficult to 
recognise tlic fate of tlic emperor Constans tiie son of Constantine the 
third, and grandson of lleraclius, wlio perished by domestic treachery in a 
bath at Svracuse, as descnlied by the eloquent pen of Mr. Gibbon. 

Among the deaths of this year, w c are induced to notice those of Hukkem 
the son of Abi ul Auss, the uncle of Othinan, and father of Ins two favor- 
ites, Merwaun and Hareth , and Abh Solfeyan the father of Mauweiah ; 
the latter had survived to the age ofeighty-eighu 

In the thirty-second of the Ilidjcra, a revolution in Khorassaun was 
attempted bv a chicttain of the name of Kann, a principal commander, and 
one of the last remaining pillars of the fabric of the Persian monarchy. 

The city of Neyshaphr was abandoned to the insurgents, by Keyss the son 
of lleitliem, who hastened low'ards Bassorah for assistance. The insur- 
rection wac, how'ever, suppressed in his-absence, by the gallantry nnd good 
conduct of Abdullah Hazeui, the chief of the insurgents, with a multitude 
of Ins follow'crs, having penslied m a battle, by wdiich the contest was 
decided. 'I hefitUi of the spoil was transmitted by the successful commander 
to his pnmipal, Abdullah Aumer the lieutenant of Bassnrah , w'hom we 
must always endeavour to distinguish fiom the son of the Khalit Omar, 

■who bore the same name. In mnsuleration of his meritorious conduct on 
this occasion^ the undivided gyvermiieut of Khorassaun was now conferred 
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In this Ptatc of mind, the insulted citizens of hledelnah presented A.HXXXV. 
thomsches before Ally, to whom they recounted the circumstances of the A. D. 655. 
uiuiorlhy treatment which they had just experienced. Confounded and Habeib 
di'^'insted by these repeated instances of infatuation, Ally determined for < ussejT. 
a last lime to visit the palace ; and having bitterly and severely reproached 
Otliman with the duplicity and weakness of his conduct, he left him to his 
o\\ n reflections, resolved to have no further communication with him m any 
shape In the crisis to which he was now reduced, Othman was, however, 
pre^ ailed upon by the entreaties of his favorite wife, Naylah the daughter of 
U1 Feray/ah, a woman of singular good sense and sagacity, to withdraw 
his confidence from, Meiwaun, and to submit himself to the counsels of 
Ally and the popular partv. This brought on another conference with 
Ally, and an apparent reconciliation having taken place, matters were again 
for a short time laid in deceitful tranquillity. 

On the other hand, it is noticed in the Rouzut ussuffa, as a traditionary 
report, that when, in consequence of the indecent violence offered to the 
Khahfs person, in the mosc|ue of Medemah, as described m a preceding 
passage, Ally called upon him for the purpose of condolance, Otl.man 
closed his e\es the moment he observed him enter his apartment; and that 
disgusted with so cMdcnt a mark of his antipathy, he quitted his presence, 
and from that hour to the period of his assassination, never again set foot 
within the threshold of his door. 

About the period in which the inhabitants of the different provinces of 
the empire began to manifest such a spirit of univers.il dissatisfaction with. 

Othnian’s government, we further learn that a memorial was presented to ’ 
him by an association of the nobles of Egypt in particular, complaining of 
the criminal and arbitrary behaviour of Obeidullah the son ofSaud 
Shrudje, their governor , in consequence of which, Othman wrote to 
Obeidullah, recommending to him to conciliate the aggrieved by an 
immediate change of measures. In direct contrariety to the intention of 
his master’s letters, the lieutenant of Egypt- added aggravation to the 
injury, by throwing the promoters of the complaint into imprisonment, and 
suffered himself to be so far carried away by his resentment as to put one 
of them to death. In order to demand redress for this act of aggravated 
injustice, seven hundred of the principal inhabitants of Caherah, or Cairo, 
or Aiisser, as it is indifferently denominated, repaired m a body to Medei- 
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.H.XXXir. upon Abdullali HAzem, by the justice of Othman ; Ehnif the son of Kevss 
— "" probabiJ/ty, at this period, employed m the reduction of Kha' 
rcznif which is stated by most writers, to havesubmitted to that commander 
in the couise of the year thirty-two. Among the events of the same year, 
may be noticed the death of the respectable Abbas, the son of Abdulmht- 
ieb, at the age of eighty-six ; of Abdurraihman the son of Ouff, who had 
so signally contributed to the elevation of Othman; and of Abh Zerr, a 
noted chief of the Benni GhofTaur, who, for his intemperate zeal, and the 
freedom of his remonstrances, first with Mauweiah, and then with Othman, 
had been sent to conclude his days in exile, in the desert about two days 
journey fiom Medeinali. 

A.H.XXXIII. act of personal violence towards MalekAshturtheNudjefite, exercised 
A^D. 653. on a certain public occasion, by Saud the son of Ql Auss the governor of 
ICfifab, proved fin ther instrumental in exciting and aggravating that spirit 
of discontent against Othman and his ministry, which at this period too 
generally prevailed throughout the empire. The citizens of Khfab, in con- 
sequence of the indignity thus publicly offered to one of their principal 
favorites, were very easily impelled to unite with him, not only in bring- 
ing contempt upon the administration of Saud, but on that of their common 
sovereign, whose name and character, they did not forbear to stigmatize at 
their cabals. This came to the knowledge of Saud, and an officer, on his 
part, was employed one evening to expostulate with them on their sediti- 
ous proceedings, and to disperse them : wdiich had no other effect, than 
that of drawing upon the person thus employed, a very severe chastizement 
for his intrusion ; and affording to Saud an ample subject of complaint, 
which, m consequence of so flagrant an insult to his authority, be imme^ 
diately dispatched to Medemah. The instructions of Othman to his lieu- 
tenant were, to remove Malek Ashtur, and his obnoxious associates, by 


force, if It was found expedient, into Syria, where their conduct would be 
properly watched by the vigilance of Mauweiah. 

Thither they were accordingly conveyed ; but whatever other result might 
have been proposed by this measure, the refractory spirit of these haughty 
chieftains was not likely to be conciliated, by exposing them to the odious 
authority of Mauweiah. In a very short time, however, the latter announced 
to the Khalif, that the turbulence of these men, together with the inces- 
sant disputes, in which they engaged him, had rendered his existence 
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A.RXXXV. linli, and finding that their applications to his successor had been ineffectual 
^ to the companions and friends of their prophet, for protection 

Hnbeib against the tyranny and unbridled violence of Obeidullab. After some 
ujscyr. debate, tlioiigh an opinion seemed generally to prevail that nothing short 
of strict and personal retaliation should be required for the life which had 
been shortened by the sword of his injustice, it \Vas at last resolved to be 
satisfied with the immediate and peremptory removal of Obeidullab, horn 
that power winch he had so grossly abused. This resolution was accord- 
ingly communicated to the Khahf by Ally, who was further authorized to 
announce, that however inadequate, a fine would for the present be 
accepted of, in compensation for the blood which had been shed in the 
prosecution of that unjust vengeance, which was exerted on the occasion. 

To all this, reinforced by the piessing importunities of Ayaisliah and 
Telhah the son of Obeidullab, who demanded in terms of unqualified indig- 
nation, that the governor of ligypt should be immediately and unequivocally 
removed from authority, Otlnnan was constrained to give way , and accord- 
ingly signified his readiness to transfer the lieutenancy of Egypt to any 
person whom they thought proper to nominate foi the purpose. On this 
occasion, with the entiie assent of the Egyptians, the choice of the wdiole 
order of the companions fell upon Maliommed the son of Abft Bukker, 
who \vas forthwith proposed for that dignity. In concurrence with these 
measuies, the necessary letters patent for the appointment of Mahommed 
Abu Bukker, were expedited under the authority of Othman ; and that 
prince was soon afterwards dismissed to take possession of his new govern- 
ment, accompanied by the aggrieved Egyptians, and a deputation of the 
' companions and auxiliaries of the prophet, empowered to investigate the 


conduct of Obeidullab the son of Saud. 

The son of Abfi Bukker had not, however, advanced more than three 
days journey on his way towards Egypt, when his letinue fell in with and 
intercepted a courier, who was posting with the utmost apparent dispatch 
on his camel, towards the capital of that province. On being interrogated 
as to the object of his mission, he described himself to be a slave of 0th- 
man^s • and that he was proceeding on business of importance to the Jieu- 
tenant’of Ee-ypt. But when informed that the person whom he sought, 
was in company with them, he explained that his business was with 
Obeidullab the son of Saud, not with Mahommed Abb Bukker. He was 



miserable ; in tlic mean time, it did not become him, to dictate the manner A.H.XXXIII. 
in Inch, in Ins judgment, their conduct deserved to be treatdd. In reply, A. D. 653. 
the Kli.ihf directed him to transfer his troublesome charge to Abdurraihman Habcib 
the son of the celebrated Khaled, at this timcgo\crnor of Harness, in the ussejr, 
cxpeetation that the intractable spirit of the malcontents would be at last 
subdued, by the equally mne\ible temper, and harshness of manners, which 
this cammander appears to ha\c inherited from Ins father. Mauweiah, 
glad to be rehe\ed of ilicir presence m any way, very readily dismissed 
them for Harness, w here they found themselves interdicted from appearing 
before the governor, until the expiration of two months; during which^ 
Ahdurraihman had solicited, and obtained the Klialifs authority, to use 
them at lull discretion. At a later period, such an intimation from the 
sovereign would have been decisive of their fate ; but setting aside the 
danger of revolt, which would probably hav’e been hastened by the assassi® 
nation of so many distinguished citi/ens, it would appear that the disciples 
oflsslain had not jet attained to that hardihood in iniquity, evinced by so 
maiij examples in then subsequent history. Abdurraihman, therefore, 
contented linnself, by mnicting upon them every mark of contempt and 
mdigiiitj, of which, m bis public station, he possessed so many opportuni- 
ties of availing himself, bo that, weaned out by incessant proofs of insult 
and degradation, they were at length happy to procure permission on any 
terms, and perhaps, by any concession, to leave the scene of their multiplied 
indignities, and return to Kufali , w itli the exception of Malek Ashtur, who 
continued, at all hazards, to reside at Harness. 

In the thirty-fourth of theHid)era, the presence of baud being required AH XXXIV, 
to attend the orders of his sovereign at Medeinah, an opportunity was A. D. 654. 
afforded to the refractory citizens of Kufah, to unfold the design which had 
probabl}^ been sometime in agitation, of cancelling their allegiance toOth- 
man. This design was, however, for the present, counteracted by tho 
exertions of the party which continued attached to baud, and which sug- 
gested the more prudent and moderate course, of appealing to the justice 
of Othman, for the removal of their obnoxious governor; rather than pro- 
ceed to those unwarrantable extremities, which so wantonly, and immedi- 
ately appeared to set his authority at defiance. Zeid the son of Keyss, who 
appears to have been at the head of the conspiracy, perceiving that his 
views were thus frustrated, with the concurrence of his brother Saubet», 
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'non’ con^ eyed to the presence of the latter, and persisting to deny that A.H.XXXV. 
there were any letters or papers in his possession, it tvas determined to A. D 655. 
search him ; when, rolled up in wax, in his leathern cantm for water, they Habeib 
disco\ ered a billet, w ith this superscription, bearing the seal of the Khahf ; ussejr. 

“ Lrom Othmaii Ameir ul moumenein, to the son of Abi Surrudje.” The 
billet was broke open w itliout much ceremony, by the son of Abb Bukker, 
in the presence of all his company, and found to contain nearly the fol- 
lowing words. “ When the son of Abb Bukker and the memorialists shall 
“ arrive in Egypt, all the means of that government shall be exerted to cut 
“ oft', impale, and incarcerate, such of them as will be pointed out, provid- 
“ ing that none be suftcred to escape the chastisement due to his merits* 

“With respect to the pretended commission which they carry wnth them, 

“ let It be destroyed ; and the functions of government continue to be 
“ exercised as before ” 

Disconcerted by the snare thus perfidiously laid for them, Mahommed 
Abu Bukker and his retinue, returned straight to hledeinah , dispatching 
messengers to recal the people of Kufah, and Bassorah, who had been 
also induced by the deceitful appearances of reform in the conduct of 
government, to retire homewards On his arrival at Medemah, at an 
interview with Ally and others of the most distinguished of the compan- 
ions, the son of Abu Bukker related all that had passed, and laid before 
them the Jxhahfs intercepted letter. Upon closer scrutiny, the hand 
writing was, however, recognized to be that of blerwaun. Ally, attended 
by Telhah, Zobair, and Saud-e-Wekauss, now repaired to the presence of 
Othman, to demand an explanation of this insidious proceeding. The 
Ivhahf readily acknow ledged that the seal, the camel and the slav^e, were 
certainly his but in other respects, protested hib entire ignorance of the 
business , and when Ally and his associates reiterated their doubts of his 
veracitv, he solemnlv appealed to God for the truth of his asseitions, of 
which they became at last entirely convinced , as w'ell as that the whole 
perfidious contrivance originated in the malignant invent. on ofMerw'aun, 

■without the smallest concurrence on the part of his sov*ereign. 7 hey 
therefore demanded that the affair should be scrupulously investigated, and 
that the person of iSIervvaun should be delivered up to them. The latter, 
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"’d “f M^'^t Ashtur, in whose conra^e and 
^ abilities, the party seem on all occasions to have reposed the utmost confi- 
Habeib dence, for the accomplishment of their plans. Malek Ashtur Mas very 
ifsseyr. easily prevailed upon to resume his place at the head of the malcontents*; 
,and, in a conference with the citizens on his return toKufah, at mIiicIi, by 
,an assurance, that the sole object of Baud’s visit to Medeinah, vas to mis- 
, represent their conduct, and a second time procure their expulsion from 
their countiy, he is said to have deceived ihem into an eno-a^ement to 
unite wrth him m opposing the reentrance of the governor, \vhen he should 
^present himself in the neighbourhood, on his return from Medeinah. In 
the mean time, information being received, that Sand was already arrived 
within a short distance from the town, Maleic caused it to be proclaimed 
<in the different quarters, that all those who were desirous of ab^istiiic: him 
'to prevent the return of fhai commander, should immediate!} leave the 
cCity A multitude of ev-ery description of the inhabiiants accordmixly 
assembled without the walls, and pinceeded in the train of Malek Ashairr 
to intercept the return of Saud. Alarmed at the ajipeaiance of siith a 
multitude, the latter, whose letinue consisted of no more than ten of liis 
domestics, was persuaded wnthout much difficulty, to dispatch a messenger 
to Medeinali with the, recommendation, that some person might be imme- 


diately appointed to supersede him in the government , intimating at the 
,same time to the Khalif, at the suggestion of Maiek Ashtur, that if he was 
solicitous of retaining the Kufites in ihcir allegiance, it would be advisafilc 
to accede to the wishes of that people, by confiding their destiny to Aliu 
Mhssa the Aishaunte. Accordingly, when Saud had retraced his steps to 
Medeinah, and had described to Othman the scene of which lie was com- 
pelled to be a witness, the Klialif thought it prudent to male a virtue of 
necessity, Abu Mtissa was appointed to the government (»f Ivufjh, where 
he w^as soon afterwards received woth every testimony of csitem and 
veneration , and these seditious proceedings were for a short time apptascfl. 

If, how^ev^er, the report of the prevailing party is in any respect entitlMl 
to belief, the vices and malversations of Othman’s unworthy favoritis, and 
of the delegates of his authority in general, had, at l.i'.t, romlrnd the 
government of their sovereign so completely unpopular, that tin n in nnd' r 
of Ins ret'.:n presents little else to the attention of the .mriah-^t, than a 
repetition of the same factious and tumultuar} scents; of which it will he 
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Olhmnn generously declined, expressing his positive determination at al» 
hazards, to protect the person of his minister* a resolution which contri- 
buted but little to allay the general ferment. Several of the most distin- 
guished chiefs retired in consequence to their private habitations, 
abstaining from all intercourse with their fellow citizens. Others betook 
themselves to the pursuits of agriculture, or other avocations, to avoid the 
eflects of the storm which they saw impending. 

The palace of Olhman was now invested by the Egyptian and other 
insurgents; who insisted with loud and insolent clamours, that if the letter 
from iNIerw'aun to the son of Abi Siirrudje had been, dispatched by his 
authority, nothing short of the Khalifs life was sufl5cient to expiate the 
crime. But whether or not,* the imbecility of his conduct w^as such at all 
events, that he was no longer qualified to hold the reins of the government. 
At the same time, exasperated by a retrenchment m her pension which 
Ayaishali had recently suffered by Othman’s directions, all the arts of 
which that ^^olent and revengeful female was mistress, lyere employed to 
inflame and impel the people into hostility against their unhappy sovereign. 

While thqs immured in liis palace, the recurrence of the period of annual 
visitation to Mekkah, awakened the apprehensions of Othman, Jest, amid 
the turpults which distracted his capital, the sacred precepts of bis religion 
should fall into neglect ; ^nd he, therefore, entreated Abdullah Abbas to 
undertake the charge of Ameir of the Hadjies, wdiicb, after some difficulty, 
he was persuaded to* accept gf. He w'as accompanied on this pilgrimage 
by Ayaishali, wffio probably embraced the opportunity to be absent fron^ 
those scenes of outrage, w'hich, in conjunction with TeJhah the son of 
Obeidullah, she appears to have been deeply implicated in hastening to a 
crisis. 

Among those incidents which are described to have incensed the minds of 
his enemies against Othman, the following must have contributed in a veiy 
eminent degree. When the siege of the palace had continued some time, 
one of the order of the prophet’s companions engaged against hup, requested 
that the Khalif w^ould appear upon his terras, and attend to something of 
importance wlpch he had to communicate to his advantage. In compli- 
ance with this request, Othman made his appearance on the place which 
hpd beep indicated to him ; and the persop by whom he had been thus 
Buramoned, was proceeding -to open the conference, by urging, what he 



our cnclca\our to describe the progress, in as small a compass as possible, A.H XXXIV, 
consislenlly ANjih the design ol these pages. A. D. 654. 

Some lime prc\ lous to the pci lotl under consideration, a Jew of Sana, of Habeib ' 
great leputed learning, of the name of Lhen tissoudan, but more generally usseyr. 
known to the Persian writers bj that of Abdullah 8033, or Sebba, repaired 
to Medcinah, and, with the evpectalion of honorable and distinguished 
treatment from Olhman, embraced the tenets of the Kor&n. But finding 
on experience, that Ins ambitious hopes were not hkel}' to be realized to 
the extent with which he had fiaiicrcd himself, he cultivated the society 
of those discontented chiefb, of whom, even at Medeinah, the number w'aS 
very considerable, and nllininlcl}' united with them in calumniating and 
bringing contempt upon the diameter of the chief of the believers. This 
behaMour m the apostate Israelite being reported to Othman, he conceived 
that with him, at least, there was no occasion to temporize, and he was 
nccordmgl3', without mucli ceremony, expelled from Medeinah. Well 
know mg that the pro\ mce of h'gvpt abounded with enemies to the Klialif’s 
goNernment, Eben ussoudan proceeded to that quarter; and having deceived 
the people by an appearance of superior wisdom and sanctity', took an 
opportunity of disseinmalmg among them the heresy of the Rudjaut^ or 
second coming of the prophet ; founding his S3 stem on the general belief 
of the Christians, in the expected return of their Redeemer to judge the 
world, affirming, at the same time, in conformity to that pre-eminence 
which is arrogated bj' INlahornmedans m favor of the author of their reli- 
gion, It must be understood, that to him also W'ould be assigned the prece- 
dence on this last aweful occasion , and impiously appealing, in support of 
his doctrine, to the express declamtion of Omnipotence in the sacred 
scriptures. Of the influence, which he thus contrived to establish, he took 
advantage, to implant in the minds of the Egyptians a confirmed aversion 
to the government of Othman, and to that of his lieutenant Abdullah, or 
Obeidullah as he is more frequently denominated, the son of SaudSunudje, 
with wdiom the3’^ w'ere alread3’^ sufficiently disgusted. He employed, 
moreover, every opportunit3'^ to persuade them of the superior claims of 
Ally, and of the violation w'hich he had suffered 111 his just rights, when 
precluded from the succession. Seduced and inflamed by these and 



conceived the necessity of the times imperiously required , namely, an A.H.XXXV. 
abdication of the government on the part of the Khahf; when Kesseir the A. D 656. 
eon of Us'sellcb, from the battlements of the palace, suddenly drew his Rouzut 
bow and killed the ofiicious adviser on the spot. The besiegers demanded ussufFfl. 
with eager vociferation, that the murderer should be delivered up to punish- 
ment, which Othman, with equal firmness and magnanimity, resisted ; 
declaring, that with his consent, those should never suffer, whose only 
Climes consisted in loyalty tmd a generous attachment to his person and 
dignity. 

The issue of the contest appears to ha\e been considerably accelerated Habeib 

by this useless piece of treachery , the insurgents now set fire to the gates usseyr* 
of the palace, and forcibly iiished in through the doors and by the terraced 
roofs. On the other hand, AJeruaun and Saud the son of U1 Auss, at the 
head of five hundred of Othman’s iNIaumlukes whom they had rallied m 
the principal area of the palace, prepared to give the assailants a gallant 
reception At this painful crisis, the aged and venerable Khahf, by the 
most earnest entreaties, endea%oured to dissuade them from an opposition 
^^hlch must be equally fruitless and unavailing, as he was well assured that 
the period ot his dissolution was arrived. He then related to them, that 
the preceding night, the prophet had appeared to him in a dream; and 

hen he complained of the injuries which he was suffering from the violence 
-of an infuriate populace, had desired him not to be afflicted, foi that the 
succeeding night he should break his fast with him in paradise. INIerwaun 
solemnly protested, in reply, notwithstanding, that while he continued to 
possess a spark of life, he should not suffer the slightest injuiy to touch 
the person of his master. Othman then addressed himself to the slaves 
and offered freedom to all such as immediately laid down their arms , an 
offer, of winch, many of them are accordingly said to have availed them- 
selves. In the mean time, the insurgents having forced their way into the 
interior, a fierce and sanguinary contest ensued in the com ts of the palace; 
but while Merwaun stood conspicuous at the head of his people, prepared 
to repel the assault, he received on his neck the stroke of a scimitar from 
an unknown hand, which laid him senseless ; the hour of his destiny 
beings however, not yet completed, the blow missed, the artery, and one 
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I DO 3 ‘ entered into fa^ediate 

correspondence .v,tl, tl,o ntalcontents ofl.Afah and Bassorah, the object of 

Jlabe,b winch, to subvert tl.e author, ty of Othman, they no longer affected to 


Tile government of that prince had indeed become now so extensively 
odious, that a concussion or explosion of some kind or other was, perhaps 
naturally expected to be at hand. PIis conduct already referred to, m 
disposing of the principal employments of the empire among his relatives, 
most of whom, so far from being distinguished by any hbeial qualifications' 
or benevolence of heart, had rendered themselves, by their arrogance and 
oppressive exactions, the objects of universal detestation ; his removal or 
super^^essioii of several ol the most eminent of the prophet’s companions, 
m order to provide for his favorites ; his recalling from banishment, of 
Hukkem the son of Abi ul Auss, and his two sons, Merwaun and Hareth, 
upon whom, not contented with admitting them to the closest alliance 
with his family, he lavished the wealth of the public treasury, conferring 
upon Merwaun m particular, the highest d’gnity of the state, that of Vez- ' 
zeir, or prime minister ; and in continuing to employ the sons of Ommeyah, 
in defiance of the reiterated complaints of tyranny, oppression and violence. 


brought against them b}' Ins injured snbj'ects ; all these together comprized 
a sum of grievances, which seem to have prepared men in genera] to look; 
to the period of his degradation, witliout much concern, if not with total 


indifference. 


Another circumstance, by which he considerably aggravated the discon- 
tents which were generally operating to his disadvantage, was the following. 
In consequence of the multiplied variations which had crept into the 
readings of the Koran, Othman had caused all the different copies which 
could be found, to be collected together and burnt ; excepting one, which 
alone, sanctioned by his own authority, he directed all believers to receive, 
as the only genuine transcript of the pretended revelations of their prophet. 
Lastly, the resentment of the Benni Ghoffaur was never appeased for his 
conduct towards Abfi Zerr, whom as they alleged, he had driven into exile, 
on the malignant suggestions of Mauweiah , his treatment of Aumar Yaus- 
ser was equally resented by the Benni Mekhzam, and his neglect or misus-^ 
age of Abdullah Mhssaoud left a similar impression among theBenns 
Jlozail, each of them, among the most formidabie of the Arabian tribes. 
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A.H.XXXV, ofllic slnvci wa? prrmittctl lo convoy him from (he place unmolested in 
-- '''0 llint he was actually dead. The son of Ul Auss wasa’lso. 

ll.ibch shortly aficrnards wounded, andcorapciled, though reluctantly, to quit this 
scciip of l)IoncI anti outrage. 

7'ho contest u ns maintained, notwitlistancling, Moth unabated fury, until 
i\Ialiommcd the son ofAbOBukker made his way into the apartment, where, 
with Ills e> os intently fixed upon the sacred pages of the Koran, sat the 
venerable Olbman. ilcgardless of those considerations of compassion and 
forlicarancc, uliicli, the contcinjilation of filjen and unresisting’" ‘’reatness 
might have inspired, the son of Ahu Bukker seized his aged sovereign by 
the beard, and insultingly demanded, what now availed his doatmg partiality 
for the apostate Obeidullah, for the outlawed Merwaun, and the magician 
Alauwciah > To this, m mild resignation, Othman observed in reply, that 
were //ts father luing, he would never have entertained the presumption to 
commit that act of barbarous violence, by which he had, on this occasion, 
thought fit to signalize himself. Smitten with a reviving sentiment of 
coiiifiuiiction, JMalioinmcd left him without further injury. The next 
that entered was Koiinaunaii the son of Basher; and he ivas preparing to 
strike at Ins unonendmg so\ereign, wdien arrested in Ins design by 
the cries of Ins associates from the area below ; warning him to forbear, 
for that they sought not the lifeof Othrnan. These very persons, hoivever, 
immediately entering the apartment, fiercely demanded of Othman what in- 
duced him further lodelny his abdication of the government. One of them, 
the Ghauflekv or Auficky already mentioned, then gave the first stroke, 
•vvincii drew the defenceless monarch’s blood ; some drops of which fell on 
■ a particular passage of the Koran, winch he still continued to peruse. 

Another of the ferocious band, Soud&n the son of Hamran, now prepaied 
to finish the tragedy , w'hen Naylah the daughter of FeraNzah, wnth that 
heroic fidelity wdiich has not unfrequently exalted the sex to a level with 
ant'els, threw herself upon her husband, and endeavoured to w’ard off the 
stroke ofthe assassin’s scimitar, in this effort of conjugal tenderness she 
lost the fingers of one hand, and the unhappy Othman soon afterw'ards 
expired under the repeated wounds inflicted upon him by Soudan and 
Kfimberah. The moment they had accomplished their atrocious desigo, 

' the slaves of Othman rushed into the apartment, and sacrificed these two, 

^0 the injured spirit of their master ; but Ghauffeky made his way good out 
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In ihr course of the formcr^ear, Ally h.ul been prcvnilccl upon at the A.HXXXIV; 
in^'linie of^tvinil of the eompuiion*^, to remonstrate with the Khalif on A. D 655. 
tin inip-*li< \ and athitrar\ tendeiie} of his conduct in the aho\c respects, Habeib 
without .n.ul, Oihin.in ni ni'-lifn ation of the preference gnen to his ussc^r. 
nltlni'' 111 piriuular. appi ahnu to the to*' of natiin’ and nflection. And 
av th,' dt '^unsof tin' inaUontt nl'-.luean t<MliM'n\er lhein‘'rl\es ninrcclcarly, 

In '-ununont d to M. dem ih. amon': other*', in whose attachment he could 
eonlnle. M'tiwiidi, uni nid tin *'<01 of I’i Aus*., as alrcad\ noticed, Ab- 
duii ill the '-on of \unnr and Midull ih the son of .‘'and , m order to concert 
Mieli tin I'lin ' a" nuLht lie in 't e di id U< tl to .nort tlii' impending mischief. 

Some pi in lining hi<n ai < ordiin K agrei d upon, rat h of these departed 
for iu' n sp( rtn t |'ro\ nie< , pr* ,Mr« d to « ateli and dt feat the mai lunations 
of tin ir eoinnion • in ni:< ^ lo ill the means in their power to c\ert , with 
the i'eipiioiiot S iiul tin sun of I'l Ams, whose remo\al or exclusion 
from tin I’overniiieni of Ku! ili, a' lu fore related, had gnen him a perma- 
m nt r( 'ult nee tie ir the pi r'On of Ins so\oreign On the other hand, 
pi n I n mg th it Otlnn in coni. lined to guide liinist It enlircl\ hv the opinions 
.md mnnonri of Merw 'inn, in spite ot the rcjuMled admonitions ot their 
order, that of tin < omp mnms ol the proplu t , w ho. In a kind of prescrij)tion 
< 1 min d tlie right of ti mb ring their counsels in all matters of public con- 
ci rn, \1K as well as Alidiillah .\hhis, and 'relhah and Zuhair, liad long 
Min' di'iontimud tin ir atlendanee at his court 

I'Tiiitid In the Midi Nihlc olistinai \ of the l\ha!if, m w’llhlinlding from A. H XXXV. 
tin m that r do 's of grie\nnecs, to which tlie\ conccncd themsches ‘ 
tntuled, gn.ii nuinhers of men of all de'( nplinns, m the commencement 
of tlnriN -fne, proieedid Irom ]'g>pi, Ihissorah, and Kiilah, towards Medei- 
nah, for tlie avowed purpose of deposing him, the men of I^gypt, under 
the dir<.eiions of Anfleky the son ofliarreb, aecompannd hv iMahommed 
the* son of Mu'i Hnkker, andothcr eminent chiefs, those of Khfah headed 
In Malek Ashtur, and the men of Hassorah by Hukkeim the son of lleilah, 
and others, and having made a prev lous junction of their force, these 
insurgents approached and eneainiied in three divisions within sight of the 
w.ills of the cajiital. Nevertheless, though the dethronement of Otiiman 
■was already deternnned upon, they were still under considerable perplexity 

Z2 
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of the pnliiro.nnd pmHrttmrd the fal.d r.ita^trnphc, in terms, which, if not 
n ]iri)nf tli.ii ’IVH mIi an nv^neiat*' in the ejinspirncN, were certainly 
intriuiul to impr<’''-i the puhhe with the belief, that, though not an imme- 
diate neci'niplu e ni the miirdtr, he lu hi a principal ‘.hare in abetting the 
Cmll\ inu‘> n tioii 

Seiiu timi ]ire\ lou*. to ilie hi'-t ‘.ad «;eene of his fMstenee, when the 
iu‘-iirg<‘iH‘- h ul ‘.iK’i ceded in rniting otT < \er_\ ‘.uppK of water and proM- 
‘•lon, and h id otlurwise rtduud him to the utinosi e\tremil\ of distress, 
(.)thiiian IS Slid lo ln\e coini'u d a messif^r to .\li\ , (lemniiding to know, 
whither hi was resolved to (ontinue an miroiirerned spectator, wliile his 
riumin s \\» re pn jnrinu to enihrin tin ir hands m the blood of his kinsman ; 
and thus OIK c inoie tosn(], r tin sc, ptr, of the Kheinnfiit toelude his grasp; 
he ue\t appro ed Imii of bis disirt ssin-^' situation, and solicited a small 
suppK of wall r ith respect to tin* former cin nmstance, Ally pledged 
bis word tint lie would ne\cr sn|l,'r 'I'elliali the son of Obcidiillah to take 
nin St, p th it ilh ei< d hn hie, in iilu r should he c\er permit him to ascend 
tin throne ol tin Kliihls 1 le turiher ordi n d a stipply of three skins of 
w 111 r to In < arm d to liie .ililicted monarch, w Inch some of the Henni 
1 1 tsln m sin c, , dt d in r on\ < \ mt: in spu« of the opposition w Inch they met 
witii. fioin tin 1 ”^ptlan msur^omts m (’articular 

It is furtln r st ued, that win n the su'ge of the (lalarc had hren extended 
to the forinth d \\ mti Il.ttnn c* was con\CM.d to Ally, the \er\ morning 
of die tla\ on wlu'h tlie\ earned their cU sign inlo execution, that the 
eneinn s ol (Jihinan had resolvid ii|)on his doalli In consequence of this 
informainui, he .iriin d his two s(ans, the hnaums Ilussun and Iliisscync, 
and conimamli d tlnmi to deleinl the entr.mce of the palace against every 
attempt lAen IVlliali and Zohair thonttht it decent to follow the cxnm- 
])U‘, 111 ajipeanmrc at least, sme e thnr sons, Mahonimod and Abdullah, were 
miincdialely ordi red to aKompany the two Iniaums What appears 
rather extniordmars, if m rcalits, it was not another iiulnidual of the same 
name, Kximherah, one ol the recorded murderers of Olhman, is mentioned 
as one ot tlic party which attended the Nouiig princes on tins occasion, for 
the protection oi his person. Observing the appioach of this band of illus- 
trious young men to the rebel of the Khalil, the insurgents cndcaeoured to 
keep tin rn at a distance watli \ollics ol stones , neither did they cease to 
9 .nnoy them, until they saw the face of llussuii covered with blopd, and 
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'a ' n^^r ■ ° '“''' ^ >''"> ; ‘he people of 

y\. U. Cj.. Messer (leolonng in favor of Ally ; those of Bassorah for Telhah the son of 

Oliciclullnli ; anti the men of K6fah for Zobair the son of UJ Auaum The 

matter bemg, liowever, proposed to Ally by those who favored his appoint- 

ment, that prince, with the magnanimity which appears to have distinguished 

linn in all his actions, honestly disclaimed any right which they possessed 

in any shape whatever, to interfere with the question of the Khelaufut. 

1 he proposals of the men of Bttssorali and Khfah were not better received 

by Telhah and Zobair. 


In this posture of adairs Othman was induced to pay a private visit one 
night to Ally ; in which, after a flattering appeal to that singular generosity 
and benevolence of heart, which distinguished his character, he condes- 
cended to solicit Ins interposition to pacify the insurgents , to dissuade 
them from the prosecution of their pernicious designs, and prevail upon 
them to return homewards. Penetrated with compassion for the apparent 
distress of his friend, A llj^ engaged to recal the insurgents to their allegiance, 
on receiving from Othman a solemn promise for the* immediate dismission 
from his ministry and councils ofMerwaun and all the faction; and for the 
future to be governed by the advice of himself and the legitimate compan- 
ions of their prophet. At a copference with the insurgents, accordingl}’-, 
Ally found no great difficulty m fulfilling his part of the engagement , as 
they readily consented to withdraw to their respective provinces, trusting 
fo the Khahfs conscientious performance of the conditions to which he 
had pledged himself. 

No sooner, however, was this imbecile old man relieved from his appre- 
hensions, than the malignant influence of Merwaun again interposed to 
involve him in fresh embarrassments. He represented to his mastei, that 
the insurrection was by no means of a magnitude to excite so serious 
an alarm, but that the son of Abitauleb had delineated the affair in colours 
so exaggerated, in order to enhance tfie merit of that service which he pre- 
tended to render on the occasion : that it was a duty which be indispen- 
sably owed to his reputation, immediately to convene the people of Me- 
deinah, and announce to them, that those who had approached his capital 
in such an attitude of menace apd hostility, had been made sensible of the 
folly and intemperance of their conduct , and thus brought to recoflectiops- 
had returned homewards with shame upon their heads. 



182 


A.H.XXXV, that Mahommed the son of Telhah, and the Kiimberali above atliuicd to, 
A.D. 656. were both wounded. An impicssion of a^^e, ^^hlch the hmorinn 
Habeib to them, foi the sacred person of llussiin, seems for a mo.nciit to hue 

^sseyr suspended their violence. This ^^as, houevei, merely transient , thr nm-r 

^ they proceeded to set .hie to the -ete^ m tin, 

iiasufFa. ^^^riner already noticed ; and haMiig accomplished their s,u'rih'i:ions (IeN'i:n 
against the life of their sovereign, they next emiihn ed their oppf)rtnmt\ in 
the pillage of his property ; without sparing the houses of Abu Uorurab. 
and of others, adjoining to the palace. 

In the mean time, Ally became apprized of the b!ood\ c\ent, and 
hastened \Mthout further delay to the scene of liaM-caiul disorder, uh- rt\ 
in terms of severe displeasure either real or dissemhled, he repimehed his 
*5008, as well as Mahommed the son of Telliah, and Ahfhillah Z'-ljiir, (or 


^heir conduct, in abandoning the person of the legitimate so\erf'i'^'n nt thr 
believers, to the vengeance of his enemies, u hen eniiusted tc their evpn s^ 
and particular protection. The arguments, houenei, v liu h tiK> oihnd 
tn vindication, appear to have been of ^ nature sii(hc.entl\ eomnn in.:, to 
prevent him from proceeding to treat them u ith any further dt nunistiatioii*! 
of displeasure. 



prophet, interposed, and insisted that they should not be laid among Mus- 
sulmein, or tiue belie\ers They were, accordingly, driven at last to -the 
alternative of depositing the body of their unfortunate sovereign in a recess 
between the public burial place of Medeinah and that of the Jews , the 
spot of his interment being, at a subsequent period, taken into the Mahom- 
luedan inclosure, by Mauweiah, on that prince’s accession to power. With 
legard to the slaves, who many of them gallantly fell m defence of their 
lord, they u ere entirely deprived of the rites of sepulture, and their bodies 
thrown upon the high ways, to be devoured by beasts of prey. 

Such, as, we have attempted to describe it, was the fate of Othman ; who 
thus fell a sacrifice to the vengeance of an exasperated part}', on Friday the 
eighteenth of ZiUiudje, of the year thirty -five, about three in the afternoon, 
at the age of eighty-two and upwards, and after a reign of twelve years, 
lacking four months and tweUedajs. To the virtues of this prince, when he 
w.is no more, his enemies appear to have done ample justice, the bitterest 
of whom, even Ayatshali,so strongly suspected of having hastened his des- 
truction, and Saud-e-Wekauss, seem to have mourned bis death with unfeign- 
ed sorrow; the latter declaring, that, for the preservation of the true faith, it 
was at the present crisis as expedient to fly from Medeinah, as at a pre- 
ceding period It was to fly from Mekkah. But if his character were to be 
estimated from the recorded testimony of his own party, there is scarcely a 
human excellence in which he will be found wanting. Of surpassing 
clemency, beneficence, and piety , in integrity of mind and purity of man- 
ners, most eminent , an exemplar to the orthodox, and a most upright 
and incorruptible judge, he was an inflexible enemy to every species of 
vice ; in vigilance so persevering, and of such patient devotion, that he 
not unfrequently repeated the whole of the Koran, in the course of one 
genuflexion. And lastly, though during the period of a long hfe, he had 
exhibited repeated proofs of the most undaunted courage, yet so fixed was 
his repugnance to the effusion of Mahommedan blood, that even when he 
saw his life at stake, he persisted to the last moment, in forbidding his fnerd^ 
to combat in his defence. His panegyrist concludes bvobservino-, th^* 
murder of Othmap unsheathed thesword of mtemaJ discord and 
that It terminated the heroic achievements againsi infidels and ofeo,"^ 
legitimate victories of Isslam, by which ^he division of spoils 
forever. The disciple of an indifferent profession of faith, 
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Sohail had explained the object on which he was engaged, they informed A.H.XXXVI, 
him, with great insolence, that they neither acknowledged the authority A. D. 656. 
of his master, nor of any of those whom he employed : and with respect Rouzut 
to the former, they conceived themselves bound by the most sacred usEuffii. 
engagements, to letaliate upon him the death of Othman. Sohail now 
requested to be informed, whether any others were associated with them 
in the prosecution of these hostile measures; when they further announced 
to him, that what he had heard was the unanimous voice of Syria univer- 
sally associated, to require from Ally the blood of the murdered Othman. 

A more explicit a\owal v^as perhaps unnecessary ; and Sohail returning 
immediately from the spot, related to his sovereign the untoward circum- 
stances, of which he had endured the mortification to be the witness. 

With a mind full of indignation, and some embarrassment. Ally could 
not forbear from communicating what had passed on this occasion, to 
Telhah and Zobair, who had not yet found an opportunity to quit Medei- 
nah. The consolation which he received from this quarter, was such 
perhaps as he might have foreseen. They taxed him with the mortification 
to which he had recently taught them to submit, by his refusal of the two 
governments, at a time when he should have been led to consider them as 
hisbest and truest friends, in the mean time his enemies having formed the 
most sanguine expectations, that, on the first favorable occasion, they would 
not hesitate to withdraw from their allegiance, the only advice they 
could offer under the pressure of such an exigency, (and if he was sincerely 
desirous that the rising commotions should be appeased he would do well 
not to neglect such advice) was to permit them to retire immediately to 
Mekkah, to devote themselves to the services of religion, which would be 
a proof to the woild, that whatever controversy might formerly have 
existed between them, was now at an end, and have a considerable 
effect in retaining those in their obedience, whose minds were at present, 
odierwise, ripe for hostility and revolt. If, on the contrails he chose to 
be governed by opposite maxims, they could only tell him to prepare for 
war, for they clearly perceived that the affair of the Khelaufut was to be 
no otherwise decided, than by an appeal to the sword. Ihe brave and 
open minded Ally declared in reply, that so long as a possibility remained, 
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J ® consideration of the events of his reign, and of the impru- 

r - • ■ Prod'lect.ODS which proved his ruin, peradvenlure, be disposed to 

Habeib think, that with all these mild and pacific virtues, howeier qualified to 
usseyr. Preside in a cloister like many others, Otbman was deplorably dcficrent, 
either from age or natural imbecility, in those energetic po\^ers of mind, 
which are re(juisite to the controul of a warlike people, and to the manage- 
ment of an extensive and powerful empire. 

His surname of Zul Nurein, the possessorof the two stars, Otliman 
derived from enjoying the envied distinction of being the husband of tvo 
of the prophet^s daughters, Rakkeiah and Omm-e-Kelthiim, by horn, and 
SIX other wives, he was at different periods, the father of cle\cn sons and 
six daughters ; of the former of whom it will be sufficient perhaps to men- 
tion, the names of Omar, Abdullah the elder, and Abdulmelek , \\licncc 
he has, as usual, been occasionally denominated, Abu Omar, Abh Abdul- 
lah, &c. for reasons which are obvious. 

At the death of Otbman, the lieutenants, and others who c.xerciscd 


authority under him, m the different provinces and principal towns of the 
empire, were as follows. At Melclah., AbdnJinh Kho/zormy. At 
Kaussem the son of Rebbeiah, the Tliakefite. In Yemen, \'tlly the j-on 
of Ommeyah, sometimes called Yaiy ben AJhiineiali. At JJassoni/i, Ah- 
dullah son of Aumer Gurreizah. At Kufiih, Abfi Mussa Ai‘’lianrv. 0\er 
Damascus and Spia, Mauweiah. At Harness oi Emesa, Ahtliirrailiman the 
son of the celebrated Khaled. In Paksitne, Ailkamali the son of ll.ikki-im. 
At Keikcssia in Mesopotamia Jeireii the son of Abdullah In 
Azerhhjaun, Aishauth the son of Keyss. At Jsfahann, Sawnh the son ol 
Ekria. At Hamadunn, Besheir the con of Ommeyah. At Rat, S‘ie 1(1 the 
son of Keyss. In Khoi ussann, Ehnif the son of Kc\ss, subordinate t<> the 
governor of Bassorah. In Bahatcijnc, Abdullah iil l'e//aiir> And in 
E^ijpA Abdullah or Obcidtillah the son of Sand, son ol Mn .Surrnd/< 
Zeyd the son ofThaubet, was Kau/y, or civd judge of Medtm'd-. Aln'r 
Hurreirah of MclKah , and Abii Dcrda of S/ianni, or D.mMseM‘< ^h m iinn, 


as we ha%e already seen, was \'c//ctr, or minister of st.Ue , la u,,. a)-, 
secretary to Otbman The captain of bis guard was \hrl(ill,.!i th ‘'and 
Mukc^cd, of the tribe ofTcmmcim, and om of bis inann.luls, or oI-m i, 
of the name of llamrnii ofiiciated as Ji.\iel> or cliamb* rlani. 
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determined resolution to persevere in a system of conciliatory 

• • 5^ “^^®"''^®4ovvardshjsenemies:butif,afterall,thesed.ffcrencesfailedtoter^ 

m.nate m the manner most consonant to his noshes, he trusted he should 
be found ready m arms to traverse and oppose thetr hostde and ambitions 
designp. With regard to themselves m particular, since they were so' 
earnestly bent to. separate from him,, he gave them Jus entire permission 
tp depar.t whensoever and whithersoever they chose. Telhah and Zobair 
most r^addy availed themselves of this permission, and having been long 
privy to the plans of hostility which Ayaishah was meditating in Hejauz, 
they proceeded immediately to Mekkah» 

It has been already noticed, that this turbulent and ambitious female, 
while the late Khalif was besieged in his palace, had accompanied the 
pilgrims on their usual religious visitation to Mekkah. It further appears, 
that when the object of her journey had been accomplished, she was on 
her way to Medemah on her return, but meeting with a person from that 
city, and apprized by him of the fatal termination of Othman^s government, 
and of the consequent accession, of Ally, she hastily retraced her steps to 
the sacred city ; observing, that after the events which had taken place at 
Medemah, she could consider it no longer a proper residence for her. She 
also embraced every occasion to assert publicly, and solemnly, that Oth- 
man had perished by the, sword of injustice, and that she should most 
assuredly demand his blood at the hands of his immolators. Surprised at 
her behaviour, Obeid the son of Seimah, one of Ayaishali^s maternal uncles, 
expressing his astonishment at this inconsistency in her conduct, after hav- 
ing been the first to asperse and render obnoxious the person and charac- 
ter of the deceased monarch, and even to stimulate the people to destroy 
him ; she justified herself on the plea, that the enemies of Oihman should 
have been satisfied with bavingbrought him to a proper sense of the conduct 
of which they disapproved; but- when they imbrued their sacrilegious 
hands in his blood, they had overstepped the boundary of justice She 
however acknowledged that there was an appearance of inconsistency in 
the case ; but il was to be recollected, that of tno tradiuona) (Jc< imoiis of 
the prophet on points of a similar tendency, the former was alua^s stijipostd 
to give way to that which was of more recent date. 

Under these circumstances, Omraeyah was among the first ofthosi' ulio 
repaired to Mekkah, and associated with Ayaishah in her rebellious project* 



CHAP. VI. 


A lly, the fourth and last* of the orthodox or legitimate successors of a.HXXXV. 

iMahommed, N\as the son of Abutauleb, the brother of Abdullah A.D.656. 
father of ihe prophet of Isslara , and was born of Fatima the daughter of Habeib 
As^sud, in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah at Mekkah, on the sixteenth day usseyr. 
of the month of Rudjub, just thirty years after the era of the elephant; 
that \\hich \\as established to commemorate the interposition of a miracle, 
to ''a\ e the temple of Mekkah from the destruction with which it was 
thr-^aTened by Abrahah the Christian Viceroy of Saana, on the part of the 
Is ej nisi), or monarch of Abyssinia. Hence it would appear that he was 
thirty years junior to his couzin Mahomraed, whose birth is affirmed to 
have taken place m the first month of Rebbeia, m the year of the elephant; 
the eight hundredth and eighty second from the accession of Alexander of 
Macedon, and the fortieth from that of Noushirwan the just ; and if this 
statement be true, the discomfiture of Abrahah and Ins army, commemorated 
by the era of the elephant, must be assigned pretty nearly to the five hun- 
dred and sixty sixth \ear of the nativity of our redeemer. Be that, how- 
ever, as It may. Ally, from the age of five years, received his education m 
ihefamilv of his couzm, whose divine mission he acknowledged at eleven, 
and whose faithful friend aud intrepid coadjutor 111 every stage, whether of 
adversity or success, he continued to the da> of his death. 

Having been frustrated in his views on the succession, in the manner 
attempted to be related in the preceding pages, he had, during the several 
reigns of Abb Bukker, Omar and Othmaii, withdrawn from all concern 
with public aflairs, devoting himself entirely to religious pursuits, although^ 
when consulted lu periods of distress ana difficulty, he never withheld his 
advice. 

* The transient authonty exercised by Imaum Husstm scarcely entitles him to be mcluded 
among them, 
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^vgainst the rightful Imam of the Mosslems. And shortly afterwards the A.H.XXXVL 
tram of her followers was augmented hy the arrival of Abdullah Ghoreizah A. D. 656. 
from Bassorah, and of Yaly the son of Mfmneiah from Yemen. With Rouzat 
the'^e 1.1st she acquired a supply of treasure and valuable effects to a very ussuffS,' 
great amount. A short time also brought to her party a further accumu- 
lation of strength, m the persons of Telhah and Zobair, who had been 
allowed to withdraw from Medemah on the pretext* as hath been already 
noticed, of dedicating their Ines to the purposes of devotion , but who 
now assisted m disseminating those injurious calumnies, fabricated by his 
enemies, against the fame and reputation of Ally. Thus assembled, the 
party proceeded to deliberate on the best means of carrying their rebellious 
plans into effect, w hen it was proposed by Abdullah Aumer to march im- 
mediately to Bassorah, m order to avail themselves of the powerful support 
which he could venture to engage from his numerous friends and adherents 
in that quarter. To this proposal, for similar reasons, Telhah gave his 
ready assent* and the'measuies w^ere accordingly resolved on without fur- 
ther debate. Previous to their depalture, they caused it to be proclaimed 
however in the streets ef iNlekkah, “ that the mother of the faithful,” the 
appellation peculiarly assigned to Ayaishah, “ together tvith Telhah and 
“ Zobair, were proceeding tow'ards Bassorah, and that it behoved all those 
“ w'lio were desirous of avenging the blood of Othman, and of acquiring 
"renown among Mussulmin, immediately to unite m the expedition.^^ 

In consequence of this, one thousand of the people of Mekkah and Medei- 
nah, and twm thousand from v.irious other quarters, collected together and 
joined these msuigents. 

For all these an equipment Was provided from the supply of treasure, 
conveyed by Yaly the son of Mhnneiah and Abdullah Aumer, and the 
necessary preparations having been completed, they proceeded from Mek- 
kah But wdien their march had been prosecuted as far as the w'aters of 
Jhdaub, (either a rivulet or collection of springs on the route to Bassorah) 
a circumstance apparently ludicrous, Avhich occurred to Ayaishah, had 
nearly put a period to the enterprise, of which she appears to have been 
the animating principle. 
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^'a drcumscribed penod of his reign, he rras embarrassed «ith 

"irnr dangerous cmI „,,rs: firs,, 

Habe.b that of the which he ^^as engaged against Tclhah and 

usseyr Zobair,and their associates confederated to subvert Ins autlioritv, m 
KhoJausset ted allegiance ; this is also, by historians, designated 

Id AJchbaur. because in the battle, ulnch decided the contest in 

favor of Any, the imperious Ayaishab, who had espoused the cause of 
rebellion, rode upon a camel. Secondly that of the Aaussc/ci/ic, the appol- 
fction by which Mauweiah and his adherents were designated in tliu war 
jvhich terminated in the hollow and faithless accommodation, after tlie 
Con&cts on the plains ofSeffejme. And lasth', that of the ^InnieLynr, in 
which he was victorious against Xho Kho’iCanraljei di'^sidents, or schnnatn's, 
led by Abdullah eben Wauheb the Haussebitc, on the banhs of the Nclier- 
Wan ; a short time subsequent to wdiicli, namel}', m the month of Ram- 
zaun, of the fortieth year of the Hidjera, he was nssa'^sinated by a rulhaii 
of the name of Abdurraihman the son ofMfiljum, of the tribe of Munnid, 
after a short and turbulent reign of four years and nine months. He was 
burred atNedjef. But ds the memory of tins prince has been consecrated 
to a degree bordering on adoration, by one of tlic most celebrated and 
enlightened nations of the east, we trust we shall be excused, if, in the 
desire of judging for ourselves, w'e may have been led to cuter more at 
Idrge into the events of his reign, than may, perhajis, be m strict confornuty 
to the original design of this undertaking. 

Atnong a variety of relations transmitted to posterity- by oriental writers, 
on this subject, the following statement of the circumstances whidi, on tlic 
present occasion, more immediately produced the accession of Ally to ilio 
throne of the Khclaufut, has been recommended to our attention, ns that 
w'hich bears the nearest alliance to the truth of history. The tarin st ov« r- 
tures to this tffecl, appear to have again proceeded from the I’evpti.in 
part} ; by whom, at the expiration of the third day from the draili t;j (itio 
man, Ally nfs urged w iili fresh irnpnrtunit}, and m comp to thr 
calammcs which threatened to distraet tiic empire, to ii'-.mm l!o o n. < 
government. But, w hen it was nither hanghtilv mtunaud to ih- in h\ 
that they were little autlmnzed to inierftrt m ilie appomtirn nt «.f a 
eign to the believers, a prerogative vdiu b lie ninntainM! !•> r* 

^:jvely in the warriors of the field of Beider, the uUiuuUou 
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A.H.XXXVI, 

A. D. 656. 


Rouzut 

ussufla. 


Previous to her engapng finally in the confederacy, it is said, that on a 
visit to tlie mother of Selmah, after avowing the sense which she felt of 
the cruel injustice to which the injuied Otiinian had fallen a victim, and 
lamenting the dangerous commotions, to which that fatal event seemed 
likely to give birth, Ayaishah proceeded to express her anxiety, lest the 
discord which threatened its fundamental principles, should ultimately 
shake to pieces the sacred fabric of their religion. She then ventured to 
apprize the mother of Selmah of the expedition into Irak, which Telhah 
and Zobair bad in contemplation, for the purpose of checking the progress 
of these disorders, and of the importunities by which she had been prevailed 
upon, to be an associate in their views. And she concluded by a solicitation, 
that the mother of Selmali would accompany her in the enterprise, and 
afford by her countenance to their proceedings a stronger probability, that 
the threatening troubles might be speedily tranquillized. 

The mother of Selmah, who, it may be necessary to recollect, was the 
sixth in order among the names of the prophet’s wives, testified her 
utmost concern and disquietude at what she beard, and demanded m 
reply, with what kind of assurance, knowing, as she did, the intiroaie ties 
of affinity by which the son of Abiitauleb was allied to their prophet, she 
could entertain a thought of embarking in measures so directly hostile to 
him. “It was but j^esteiday,” observed this prudent and respectable 
widow, “ that you attached impiety to the name of Othraan, and to day 
“ you can as readily affix the appellation of tyrant to that of Ally. Be on 
“your guard against the deceitful suggestions of these men, who are 
“evidently misleading you from the path of rectitude. In the presence 
“ of the Almighty, whose messenger he was, 1 call upon you to declare, 
whether, at this moment, you do not recollect the prophet’s express pre- 
“ diction, that but a short period would elapse, before the very dogs near a 
** certain river jn IrS.k, called the Jfidaub, should raise a clamour at the 
♦‘appearance of one of his wives engaged in the cause of rebellion. Nay, 
'♦‘further, when, from the emotion of surprise, he observed me involuntar- 
“ ily drop the pitcher which I bore in my hand, whetlier our husband did 
“ not expressly declare that in his belief you, yourself, nas the person to 
“ whom this circumstance would occur.” Ayaishah acknowledged her 
-lecollecuon of this lact, and signified her immediate determination to. 
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communicnted to such of that distinguished order, as were to be found at A.H.XXXV* 
this crisis in Medcinah ; in consequence of which, they repaired to the A.D 656. 
presence of Ally in a body, attended by the greater part of the companions Habeib 

of the jirojihet , and bearing testimony to the superlative qualifications usseyr. 

which so singularly marked him for their selection, united in soliciting his 
immediate acquiescence in the general will. In reply to these importuni- 
ties, Ally acknowledged that once indeed, on the death of Omar in parti- 
culai, he had been led to aspire to the exalted distinction of conducting 
the enterpnzes, and regulating the happiness of a faithful people: but, 
that this u as an ambition, of which he had long since divested himself; 
however, he ^^as still willing to accept of the second place, that ofminister 
of state or ^ezzel^, of which ho expressed his readiness to discharge the 
duties, \\ ith tne most perfect obedience and fidelity to any person whom 
they might think it expedient to elevate to the supreme dignity. 

Regardless of the arguments and apologies of Ally, in evasion of their 
proffered honors, the companions persisted in their intreaties , and, at last, 
proceeded to menace him with some violent or precipitate resolutions ; 
when he called upon them to recollect, that whatever they might resolve 
upon, this was a matter, on which it was impossible to decide, in the 
absence of two very important personages, whom he could not perceive to 
be among them ; Telhah and Zobair. They were accordingly requested to 
attend : instead, however, of complying with the summons, they desired 
It to be understood, in reply to the message which they received on this 
occasion, tliat, although they declined being present, they should not with- 
hold their pledge of allegiance from that person, on w'hom the lot of the 
succession might fall. This w^as an evasion which did not escape the com- 
prehension of those who composed theassembiy ,aud the determined Malek 
Ashtur and another chief, were employed to repeat the message ; when 
much against their inclinations, both Telhah and Zaibair were conducted 
to the place of conference. Ally received them w'lti distinguished respect; 
and having urged to them the obvious nece'^sity which suggested the 
immediate appointment of an Imam, or hierarch, of the believers, declared 
at tlie same time, that if either of them entertained the most distant view's 
■on the succession to that important oiBce, they should have his entire and 
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withdra^^ from the design ; observing that she considered the advantages of A.H.XXXVl, 
personal safeU paramount to all others. A. D. 656. 

The result of this conference being Communicated to Abdullah Zobair, Rouzut 
the sister’s son of A\aishah, he repaired to her presence, and declared his ussuffii, 
resolution either to destroy himself, or become a devoted wanderer in the 
solitude of the desert, if she persisted in declining to accompany the expe- 
dition. She continued, notw iihstanding, firm to her purpose, until, through 
the contrivance of some of the party, it was reported to her that her 
nephew had actually departed for IBassorah, on foot, and without any sort 
of provision for the journey , and that unless she adopted some step to over- 
take him \Mthout delaj', he was in imminent danger of perishing in the 
desert. Every other consideration was now obliterated by Ayaishah’s 
afiectionate regard for this her favorite relative, and she consented at last, 
however reluctantly, to accompany the malcontents, in compliance with 
their repeated importunities, on their march towards Bassorah. 

On reaching the Jhdaub, as already noticed, the ears of Ayaishah were 
suddenly assailed by the barking of the dogs at a neighbouring village, 
which forcibly reminded her of the circumstances just related, she most 
solemnly adjured Telhah to reconduct her immediately back to Mekkah> 
accounting for this her apparently capricious behaviour, by the prophet’s 
prediction which she then repeated. To induce her to recede, however, 
once more from this sudden change of resolution, Abdullah Zobair suborned 
certain Arabs of the desert by liberal presents to attest before Ayaishah, 
that this was not as she had apprehended the Jvidaub; this furnishing to the 
Jnsionan the first instance oj Julse evidence lecorded in the annals of Issldm, 

Finding, aftei all, that the misrepresentation of the Arabs had not made 
sufficient unpiession on the belief of Ayaishah, Abdullah, who was,entrusted 
•with the command of the rear guard, rode suddenly in, and spread an 
alarm, that Ali\ and his troops were close at hand , so that between the 
apprehen-^ion of an immediate attack, and the terror of some portentous, 
impending calamity, she found it impossible to letreat. And in this 
state of painful suspense she again required the attendance of the guide to 
remove her suspicions with respect to the name of this station , Telhah 
now informed her, that apprehensive of having deviated fiom the proper 
route, the guide was absent in the rear, making the necessary inquiries Jn 
order to satisfy his doubts. 
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A.H.XXXV . immediate coneurrence, They both of them declared in repf^', and without 
^ apparent reserve, that they jfnew no person w'hose pretensions could, ju 
Rouzut any respect, bear a competition with tliose ofAllv. ^ 

ussufla. It was accordingly determined, without further debate, by the generality 
of the assembly, that Ally should immediately be invested with the supreme 
dignity, and the first person who offered his hand m token of allegiance 
was Telhah : which circumstance, as the hand of Teibah had been dmbled 
by a wound received at the battle of Ohed, afforded to those present a 
melancholy presage, thgt the measure they were agitating was not destined 
Ally, to arrive at an auspicious termination ; and Ally is even said to have 
IVth of the expie^sed his conviction on the spot, that Teihah was already prepared to 
violate his engagement. The whole of the people at Medemab, however, 
with the exception of a few only of those most intimately attached to the 
memory of the late Khalif, and who determined on this occasion, to observe 
a course hostile to the choice of the great majority of the companions? 
readily submitted to the authorrtj'^of Ally.^ On the other hand, Niaiiman 
the son ofBesIieir the Ansaur, accompanied by Abdullah the son of the 
Khalif Omar, Mahoramed the son of Mosselmah, Hussaun and Zeid the 
sons of Thaubet, Soheyb the son of Sennaun, and Kaaubtheson of hlalek, 
conveyed the blood stained robes of Othman, and the mutilated fingers of 
Naylah to Mauweiah at Damascus. Others of the adverse party, after 
remaining for some time ip concealment, embraced an opportunity of with-* 
drawing to Mekkab, where they found a welcome reception from Ayaishalu 
Ally was but imperfectly seated in this manner on the throne of the 
Khalifs when he avowed his resolution to supersede all those who had 
been placed in authority by hi? predecessor. This apparently imprudent 
step, Moghairah the son of Shiaubab, whom we have repeatedlj'^ had occasion 
to notice, and who was esteemed ope of tfie nisest among Arabs, from the 
purest motives of loyalty and z^eal, endeavoured to prevail upon bun to 
suspend ; at least, until it could be ascertained with what temper the 
accounts of his accession were received m the different provinces , or whe- 
ther indeed, in some cases, his authority would, in any shape, be acknow- 
ledged, bst a measure so decidedly premature, should have the immediate 
effect of producing the most violent commotions throughout the empire. 
This piece of admonition however seasonable and salutary, at a. 
period when fais government was by no means firmly established, did not 

• Habelb ussQyr, 
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n Iiad, it seems, received, from Telimh snd his friend -Zobsih 

1° ‘•elurn, and, perhaps contrary to their expectations had 
Rouaut taken the road towaids Medeinah. Falling m with Ally, and beinv by 
ti^iifra. him iiileirogated as to the situation of Ayaishah and her associates’ he 
communicated the first intelligence ot theii maicli towards Bassorah, of 
die intended secebsion of Ayaishah> and other circumstances, to the infin- 
ite satisfaction of that prince; who had laboured under considerable anxiety 
Jest his enemies should ha^e proceeded to Kufah, and cut him off from 
the succours which he had hoped to derive from that quarter* 

In the mean time Ayaishah with the insurgents appeared before Basso- 
rah; when .two peisons of distinguished ability were dispatc hed by Ally’s 
Beulenant Othman the sou of Haneif, to learn the object of their visit* 
These were fiist admitted to an audience with Ayai‘.hah, by whom they 
were acquainted, m reply to their mquines, that certain turbulent and 
seditious persons, violating the asylum of the prophet’s exile, had dared, 
without proof, or judicial process, to shed the blood of the established 
Imaum, or sacerdotal chief of die believers, and overspread the land with 
crimes and atrocities. I'hat the perpetration of such an act had banished 
her repose ; and that her journey to Bassorah had been prompted by the 
fullest expectation j that from the denizens of so respectable a city,' she 
should not fail to receive such powerful .aid, as might enable her to march 
to Medeinah, and. inflict upon the assassins of the successor of God’s pro- 
phet, that retribution which by iheir crimes they had so justly merited. 
From Telhab and fromZobair, to whom they next proceeded, they received a 


similar reply. FrUra these, however, the deputies boldly demanded, hoW 
it came “to pass that fheij should have presumed to engage in hostility 
against Ally, after the public and solemn pledge of allegiance, by which 
they had aflianced themselves to him. They again justified themselves on 
the plea, that their conduct on that occasion had been influenced by 
therr fears of the violence of Malek Ashtur , but even intimidated as they 
were, that they had not yielded their assent without expressly stipulating 
that the murderers of Othman should be brought to justice , and that 
since Ally had proved unfaithful to his engagements in that respect, they 
considered themselves entirely absolved from all that bad been entered 
into on their part. The two deputies then returned to communicate the 
result of their mission to the governor of Bassorah. 
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xcci nc frAin .MU tlint n'.tonlion il might hnNc clniniccl. In consc- A.H.XXXV, 

(pit in t <1* li.' h !• '1 on rnriht r dt hln mtnni hr had hrcn iiidnccd to change A. 1 ) (> 5 ^. 
]iiv (.pinii'n, Mo_ha'inh, at hi'' m \t \ i*-n, :dh (M« d to dcfc r to the Mipcrior llouzui 
(«r 111'' '■o\ I r< len, and (\j)r(''S(il In*' entire approbation of the usnifTa. 

ill 'i^n b'l.a!!*-' he would be able to ihrive from it at lea''t one most 
iniJ(nd id\aiiin„«, lint of di'-cmnniaiing lu twci n the lo\a! and the clis- 
C'bi (1,1 111. bi twi CM hi'' Iriends iml bis < m-tmes. 

dnsi .IS Mti.,hiirah was »nnninj tlie m nision of Alls, Ainlnllah Abbas 
c nt< u d on bis atrn d tiom NU lA di, and In had the curiO'.itN to inquire of 
Ills < ourin, w b u li id bi i ii tin snbn < i of tin ir ronvcr-'ation All\ repeated to 
linn, wiilioiit tis, t\,, i|,, sirmeih ( ontra<hrior_\ opinions which had pro- 
ci ( di d fioni Mo.,li lu lb \\ ith liotn si ft nibin ss, the son of Abbas declared Ins 
( iitin loiiriittiiui in the toniu r « oiiiisel*; (»f Moghairah, as nriginaling 
fioi.i iiioin s (it the pur. si and niO''t <lisinler« su d fid«lip\, whilst he repro- 
b lU d bis 1 in 'I opniuni, .is ire i"!'!! ible in the higln st degree. And this 
lu ill., svdis. (jui nt|\ npiuiidio M<>.tliairah, that ehiefiain is caul to ha^e 
_iu'-idu d tin ipp ir< ni \ i rs itdn\ oi Ills opinions on the folloss mg pnmnds ; 
will II ipits ti « iilit r ibtnn„li fi'K or o'istunrv, is found to reiect those 

connsi is u liu li .in lie. |(U '\ '.lui'uv, he must e\pt 1 1 to ri ren e what arc 
of 1 ri nipb \ion pn 1 is. 1 , il.ert\<rst A ma\nn by w Inch he had been 
i,>i\irntd in Ins ( oiuiui ' tow uds \ll\ in tin* prei edme instance. 

1 1 u in,: n siif). d lus t id- d dis ipprob.iiion ol the n nio\ al of Mauw eiah 
in panuulir. \bdiil' di .\bbis was r»’(|uired In .\1U to state Ins reasons; 
nul be 1 %pl.inH d jii npU, that, entin ly go\erned, as tlie^ were, by 
moiiM s of SI li iiiliTc si and prn.ile .mibiiion, wnboiil the smallest consi- 
deration of public uiilnv, M.uiweiali and bis adherents, the moment they 
perron ed iheinsi hes superseded, and curtailed of the means of gratif\mg 
their sensual ajipeiiies, would a\ad ihomsehos of e\ery c\petlient to pro- 
jiaeate* the ralumn>, t/iul Alhj ’cn<; au oicoinphcc tn ihe vim da of Olhman ; 
and that, having thus w.ided through blood to the throne of the Khelaufnt, 
he meditated the further design of cMirpating the whole of the family and 
friends of his predet cssor. Neither was it diflicult to foresee, that, irritated 
In these and other calumnious reports, the people of Syria and Irak, and 
fvcii of \nil)ia, would be seduced into rebellion and ultimate hostility. 

There could, moreover, he no positive security against a violation of engage- 
ments on the part of Telhah and Zubair, uotwilhstanding the apparent 
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Olhmnn the son ofllaneif, thus fulljr apprized of the hostile views of A.HXXXVI, 
the conlederates, directed the necessary warlike preparations to be made A. D.656. 
in order to defend ins post , but, naturally impressed with the desire of Rouzut 
distinguishing such of the denizens of his government, as might be m the ussuffa. 
mierests ofAyaishah and her associates, Kejss the son of Moghairah 
recened his instructions, to meet the assembled people in the pnucipab 
mosque of Bassorah, and endeavour to sound their inclinations m this res- 
pect. In the address to uhich, on this occasion, the son of Moghairah- 
demanded their attention, he requested they would for a moment reflect, 

W'hethcr the relict of their prophet and his illustrious companions were- 
alone exempted from enjoying that peace and safety at Mekkahi which ivas' 
extended e\en ‘to the beasts of the field and the birds of the air,’’ and 
w hether, therefore, when these people assigned their apprehensions of 
danger, as the reasons wdiich compelled them to quit their country, the. 
pretext was not too palpable to impose upon the most ordinary under- 
standing. It on the other hand, thej' advanced that the object of their 
entrance into the territories of Bassorah, was to a\enge the blood of 0th- 
inan, he appealed to the inhabitants of that place and its jurisdiction, since 
no paiticipation in the murder of the late Khalif could be laid to the charge 
of any one among them, wdiether it did not behove them to unite in repel- 
ling the arrogant intruders, and forcing them to .resume their proper 
residence. 

Asswad the son of Saud the Rohite, one of the citizens, interposed by- 
declaring, that as far as he had been able to ascertain, the object of-Ayaishah 
and her associates was to solicit the aid of them and others, in order to 
a\ e.ige the blood ofOthman , and for his OAvn part, he should not be withheld 
from slating, that the life of that man, who considered with indifference 
the guilt of Othinaii’s blood, wasjustly at the disposal of any wdio chose 
to assail him. After some further discussion, the multitude prettv clearly 
demonstrated the paitwdiich they w'ere determined to espouse in the con- 
test, by attacking the son of Moghairah w'lth stones, and driving him from 
the mosque From this circumstance, Othman the son of Haneif, uliar- 
ever previous doubts he might have entertained on the subject, was at no 
loss to perceue, that the friends of Telhah and his associates W'ere too 
punieruus m Bassorah, to admit of any reasonable hope of sucQcssfui 
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A.H.XXXV, pledge ’of allegiance, so reluctantly dra^'n from them. In conclusron, tha 
A D, 656, son of Abbas entreated his couzin, for the present at least, to sutler Mau- 
Bnnzut weiah to retain his authonty, and he ^^ould engage at a more cmnemcnt 
vssum, opportunity, to drag him from his go\ernment, “ as he v\ould a hair from 

- a cake of dough.” To this Ally rejoined, that neither upon Maunenh 

nor his adherents had he an} thing to be'Jtou but the sword, that the 
sole motive of his opposition to the government of Otliman, had been the 
tyranny and violence of his lieutenants and other agents, and that now, 
whilst beheld the power, he should not e.\pose IninsLdf to the cliar^e of 
tergiversation or dereliction of principle. That he should not willin^lv 
consent to their retaining the authority which the} had so ()asel} uhiiM d, not 
even for an hour. Abdullah did not conceal Ins regret that the hhalifs 
sole reliance seemed to rest on the exertion of open loree, wlureas m the 
management of an affairofso much difficulty and imjinrtanec, somed-grcf 
of address and circumspection appeared at least neeessarv. All} put an 
end to the conversation by announcing to Ins relative, that whetuwer, in tiii* 
solution of any difficulty, he found occasion to consult his opinion, he 
should expect his sentiments without rcser\c; and although lu' mii:!it 
sometimes think it expedient perhaps to act in contrariety to <^U('h s( mt, 
ments, he should, notwithstanding, look for an imphrii ohedieurc ou his 
part. To all which, Abdullah signified his faithful submission and nc qui- 
escence ; an engagement which he never \ lolated. 

In this posture of affairs. Ally rcceiced an application from ’r» llni), 
soliciting for himself the government of Bassorah, and that of Ku.Mi t-r 
Ins friend Zobair, wnth which it was not found coruenic-nt to romp!} . tl .- 
Khalif alleging, that wore he to acquiesce in separating from tie m tin r- 
were none other on whose counsels he could with sueli (otifid- n< t r !} 


for support, on emergent occasions. Feeling'’ thrmsebLs, nntwit!i>’ o d-/,., 
deeply aggnG\cd In this repulse, these two prrsnrnicis stiff- r. d rh. ^ 
of disalTection and hostilit} which the} bore in tlmr h- \'ts to t d - r. ; 

while they nuitually declared, that though thev harl h- -nour-o, <( hy 
the Molence of.Malck A^htur to submit tnun m n -Mt;, tr>ffi-' . uir 
Allv, yet the} could otherwi'^ iic\cr a< 1 now h tl.;-’ ain f-r "i > ' '• 

vhich he could justU aspire to h'^ .u In ^ ‘/ 

watched an opiKartumtv to lea'.e MedeuM on the nrs- j. et . - .-o o 
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resistance ; and he therefore prepared to assert the rights of his roaster bv 
sucli other expedients as the occasion might suggest. 

Rou^tt On a subsequent day, Ayaishah seated on her camel entered the city 
and appeared, with Tclhah on her right hand, and Zobair on her left, sur- 
rounded by their troops, in the spacious area then called Mueyed, in the 
centre of the place. Othman drew out his followers in an opposite direction, 
w'hile the people of the town flocked together to attend the issue. Having 
expatiated at some length to the concourse thus assembled, on the various 
excellencies of the late Khalif, and on the atrocious circumstances of his 
murder, Telhah and Zobair proceeded to demand their aid, to inflict the 
merited vengeance on the perpetrators of that bloody deed. Part of the 
citizens loudly assented to the truth of these representations, and resolved 
that It was incumbent on all believers to avenge the death of their Khalif. 
Another, though inconsiderable party, professed themselves of a veiy 
opposite opinion, openly insisting that these two personages, after a scan- 
dalous infraction of the most solemn engagements nith Ally, were now 
combined to usurp the government into their own bands, under the mask 
of demanding justice on the murderers of Othman. 

One of those present, however, Jauriah the son of Kedaumah, one of 
the chiefs of the Benni Temeim, and a zealous supporter of the rights of 
Ally, addressed himself more immediately to Ayaishah ; declaring aloud, 
and with a solemn appeal to God, that the murder of Othman however 
atrocious, was infinitely more pardonable with the offended spirit of her 
departed husband, than the conduct by which she had been led to dishonor 
herself on this occasion, m exposing her person unveiled, and on that 
execrable camel, to the unhallowed view of an indiscriminate multitude. 

If by an irresistible bias she had been impelled to quit her home, he admon- 
ished her to recede before it was too late , but if her appearance at Bassorab 
was the result of compulsion, the most prudent step she could follow was 
to demand the protection of the people, to leconduct her to hei habitation 
at Mekkah. Next addressing himself to Telhah and Zobair, he reproached 
them, although the immediate disciples of the prophet, with their criminal 
disregard of his clearest institutes in exposing the relict of the messenger 
of their God. with so little scruple, and in a manner so disgraceful, m the 
midst of such a mulutude, notwithstanding their punctilious nicety m 
concealing their own women within the secrecy of their harams. This 
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inr.tc in tlir )ntri::nr>; wliirh wcrr already nt work, to di'iturb the tranquil- aH.XXXVI, 
it\ (>f ihn < iiijun . A . D. G5G. 

In ihr fir^i uiniiili* of ihc ynr thirty , di trnniiu’d witlioul further Rouzut 

di 1 1 \ to r.\rr\ into evenition hi^ plan of a p( in r.il rcnioeal, AIK cli'^patched ussuITh. 

Othnun tlu *^011 of Ilaiunf tti ‘^uptr'-rdc Abdullah (jhotci7<ih, in the 
povtrnnunt of Ih'^'-ordi . and in the same iinnncr Omniirnh the 
ron of 1 In'-*- uin. v\i^ anthorired to take upon him'^tdf the go\crnmcnt 
ofKufth and Kivs"; the f-on of ,'^and 1 bbandnh, that of the province 
of llevpt I hi* i:o\( rnnn nt of Vc nn n wn'- dc^tnu'd for Abthilitth Abbai, 
rnd hiun- pan nt win* .n rordmulv pnparnl for this purpose, when Ally 
ino'-i nu'dith intnatfd him, m pro( eed in the fir‘>i in‘:t.tnrc into S}ria^ 
will re tile ni> st «-e(lnl<'u*. « \< rtnum wer«‘ innnedinti ly iieres'-nry to retain 
tin pi I'pU' <if ill It proMiiei in t!u ir oI>c<liein e 'I his w as a pu re of service 
whuii \l»(!nlldi found linnsi ll how < \ 1 r • oin|ieI!etl to deebne, from a con- 
*-nii ration c.f the (\nnsue inntienee wliieh Maiiwndi liad established m 
tlu < onntrv . not onl_\ tlirouph the < Ios( iu‘'-s of his ufl'mity with the late 
Klidif. lu Ill's his tineh 's 'um. Init b\ tlu undisputorl nuthoritv, which, for 
po lone •' p» nod, he had bee n suden (1 to «\<rriseo\cr it. 'I'lierc wore 
(itlu r n'asoiis nro(d Iw Al'dtill.ili Abbas against Ins bein>i omplo\ed in 
F\ 'I I on this «»re tsidii lie nc know h dm d an apprehensinii that his life 
would he Ml jiopardx, if pi ired within the reach of.Mainu'iah and his fac- 
tion , tir at an\ rate, though tln \ might f<»rhear to hlied Ins hinnd, there 
V, as iiti rt asuii to ixpert, that tlu_\ would PiifTer him to remain at hberty ; 
a jirison, tlu rt fore, was the hast of the e\ iK w Inch he could hope for. 

]}ut the arguineiU whuh he pressed I)e_\nnd e\er\ other ronsidcralion, was, 
that sensihh* of tlie s.irred and in\ lolabk* atii'chment, which, both from 
friendsliij) and roiipniigumity suhsisicd hetween them, Mauwciah and 
Ins adherents, so long as Abdullah remained mseparatc from the person of 
All\, would he deterred from any act of open or declared hoslihtv. 
lie therefure suggested the propriety and advantage of dispensing- 
with his acceptance of any emplovinent, which nocessanlv placed Inm nt 
aiiN considerable distance from the person of Ins master, until some happier 
pi nod than the present should arise. These reasonings of liis gallant and 
faiihlnl relative had the desired impression upon Ally , and Sohnil the son 
of llaneif was chosen in his room, to undertake the precarious and delicatg 
task, which had ior its object the supi rsessioii ofMauweiah, 

• July, A, P. 65b. 
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does not appear to have produced any reply from the hearers. In the A.H.XXXVI. 
mean time Hakkeim the son of Hailah, of the tribe of Obed and com- A. D. 656. 
inander of the lieutenant of Bassorah’s cavalry, causing the warlike instru- Rouzut 
ments to strike up, and the greater part of the inhabitants going over to assuffi. 
Telhah and his associates, an action commenced, and continued with 
considerable slaughter on both sides, until night put an end to the conflict. 

The battle was renewed the following morning, and had continued 
without any apparent advantage to either side until noon, when perceiving 
that the combatants were nearly exhausted by their exertions, Ayaishah 
desired that proclamation might be made against the fuither effusion of 
l)lood ; for that her object in coming to Bassorah, was not for the hateful 
purposes of civil discord, but to promote the interests of truth and harmo- 
ny. Hostilities imnxfe^ately ceased , and arbitrators having been selected 
to compromise these Unhappy differences, it was determined, after consi- 
derable debate,, that a person should be deputed to Medeinah, to ascertain 
the nature of those engagements under which Telhah andZobair had bound 
themselves , if it proved that such engagements had been the effect of 
compulsion, the city should be delivered up by the son of Haneif to 
Ayaishah without further resistance ; on the contrary, if it should appear^ 
that their affiance to the authority of Ally bad been perfectly voluntary, 

Ayaishah and her adherents should immediately withdraw from the country, 
and direct their views to any other quarter that they conceived expedient. 

The person selected to proceed to Medeinah on this occasion, was Itaub- 
es-sour, Kauzy and chief of the law at Bassorah, who hastened with all 
diligence to fulfil the object of his mission On his arrival at Medeinah, on 
a Friday, he embraced the opportunity, when the people were more gener- 
ally assembled in the principal mosque, to solicit that information which 
he had been deputed to obtain. To this no one ventured to reply, but 
Assaumah the son of Zeid, who did not hesitate to affirm, that the submis- 
sion of Telhah and Zobair to the authority of Ally, had been compulsory. 

On which iht governor of Medeinah, Sohel the son of Maneif, indicating 
h design to offer violence to the sou of Zeid for this bold assertion, the 
latter was conducted from the assembly, in order to prevent the mischief 
which was otherwise likely to ensue, since there were others present, whcv 
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When Othman the son of Haneif arrived in the precincts of Bassorah 
that city was quietly delivered up to him by Abdullah Ghoreizah, v ho 
proceeded straight towards Mekkah. Othman was therefore suffered to 
enter upon the exercise of his government, with no other obstacles than 
what arose from a considerable disposition to hostility towards the cause 
of his sovereign, already betrayed in the conduct of many of the inhabitants. 
Oraaurah the son Hussaun had proceeded on the other hand to ^alalJ. in 
the vicinity of Kufah, when he was met by Telhah the son ofKhue\Iud, 
andKaukia the son of Amrh, who charged him, as he \alued his lite to 
return to Medeinah, for that the people of Kufah weie determined to 
receive no other person than Abu Mhssa as their go\ernor. Omaurah per- 
ceived the necessity of^yielding, and accordingly returned to the capital. 
In Yemen, the approach ot Abdullah Abbas was no sooner annonnted to 
Yaly ben Munneiah, than he hastened, without scruple, to enipn the 
public treasury of all its specie and valuables, and took liis departure, with 
much splendour and parade, for Mekkah, which was now’ become the 
general ^endez^’0us ol the disaffected. Keyss the sou of band Lbbaudali, 
the designated lieutenant of Egypt, was received on his arrnai in tlie nti^h- 
bourhood of Kaherah, or Cairo, by, a numerous association of the inhabi- 
tants, and immediately conducted into that city ; the absence of the son 
of Saud Sfirriidje, at this time in Syria, no doubt facilitating his eturance. 
There existed, notwithstanding, among the nobles of the country a differ- 
ence of opinion w'hich it might require some degree of address to reconcile, 
one party consenting to acknowdedge the authoritv of Ally withnnt 
reserv’e ; the other stipulating that if he brought to punishment the mur- 
derers of Othman, he should have their w’llling obedienc", othervvi'^^*, tli y 
should consider themselves absolved from their ensagements, luw^s con- 
ceived It necessary to temporize, and accordingly compounded uitli the 
latter on their own terms. 

Nothing, however, more clearly demonstrated to the new Khalif, the 
instability of his authoriu, with respect to the distant pnwimcs at hp^t, 
than the unsuccessful issue of the mission of Soh.nl the ‘•on oflbnoif, 
appointed to the go\ernmeni of Damascus and S\ria i ln-> [a r'’Oii li -d 
proceeded on his.journev far as Fabuk, when his pn ss ua- arr. d 
b^ a body of the troo[)S of that pro\mce , a ho h ni-lirih an i p- renipt.-nly 
demanded, whence he came, and whither he wa^ going r And wlejn 
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A.USXXVi. expressed themselves disposed to confirm the declaration. The same zea- 

adherent to the cause of Ally, perce/v>ng the sentiment which pre- 
Houzut vailed, with as little scruple avowed his determination to proceed straight to 
nssulTa.^ Bassorah in order to frusirate the designs of the enemy. ° 

This intelligence appears to have been little expected by Ayaishah, and 
her associates liastened to anticijjate the surprise, by an immediate renewal 
'hostilities Entering the principal mosque under cover of the night, 
icy massacred forty of the dependents of Othman the governor of Bassorah, 
horn they found there; and proceeding thence to the palace of the gnvern- 
ent, they put to the sword four hundred more of the guards, and others en- 
rtamed for the protection of the place. Othman h/raself they dragged from 
e palace, and were preparing to dispatch him in quest of his friends, 
hen Ayaishah interposed to rescue him from dealh, both in consideration 
’ Ins great age, and of Ins having enjoyed an honorable Jot in the society of 
Gir prophet. He did not however escape but at the expence of his 
jard, which \yas of remarkable length and beauty, and which, as a lasting 
ark of contumely, together with Ins eye broyys and eye lashes, they’ 
ucked one by one from the roots. Thus disgraced and disfigured, Oth~ 
an was suffered to join his prince; yvho not immediately recognizing 
im under the metamorphosis, observed with a smile, yvhen he made him 
If known, “ that he had dismissed Inin to bis government an old man; it 
as some consolation to see him return in the bloom of youth.^' 

Having rendered themselves, in this manner, masters of Bassorah, Telhah 
id Ziobair dispatched letters into Syria, to acquaint Mauweiah with their 
[ccess, and to require Ins assistance in prosecution of the hostilities thus 
ispiciousJy commenced against Ally. At the same time Ayaishah wrote 
caution the inhabitants of Kufah, as they valued their yveJfare, to with- 
)ld from Ally those succors, which it was probable he might shortly 
demand from them ; and to seize the earliest opportunity of joining her 
standard. On the expulsion of the lieutenant of Bassorah, some dispute 
had arisen among the most powerful of the victorious party, on the subject 
of the Imauraiit, or pontifical functions; to accommodate which, Avaisliah 
direrted, that her favorite Abdullah Zobair should take the lead m all , 
public prayers, until the que-^tron of the KheJaufut, or supreme dignity, 

should be otherwise finally determined. 
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In the mean time, the mn';l public means having been resorted to by A.H.XXXVI. 
the lusuls of ihe to circulate the report, that Othman had been A. D. 656. 

cutolTwiih the poMtiNc concurrence of Ally; Abclullah Hukkem, the Rouzut 
Teincinutc, one of the loading cili/cns of Bassorah, took occasion to pro- ussufFi. 
duco, in the pri'scnee of Telhah, the verj letters written by that person to 
the principal inhahitantsof the place, oNCitmg them to the act, with which 
he had the cfironterY to accuse another lie did not foi bear to assure 
him abn, that how c\er others might siifTcr themsch es to he misled through 
Ignorance of the truth, the prevarication and inconsistency of tlieir words 
and actions wer(' ton obviou'^I'^ palpalile to impose upon him m the slightest 
de£rrec;lie (I'eHiali) was ‘'Unicicntly coiisi ions, and it was therefore super- 
fluous to remind him of the manner m which, alter the most liberal and 
inagii.uimmus proposal on the part of Ally, to relinquish his claims m 
their fa\or, both he and Z<ihair united in acknowledging his superior and 
cxclusnc pretensions, and in solemnly pledging their allegiance to his 
authority, in flaiirant violation of which engagement, confirmed on the 
sacretl truths of their belief, they were now confederated against him, under 
the wretched pret( M of a\ engmg the death of his predecessor. All they 
could urge m rcpl> seems to have been, that they liad experienced the 
deepest compimciion and o'grct for the uinvarrantable conduct of winch 
the} had been guiltv towards Oiliuian ; and that now he w'as no more, the 
only means of reparation they could devise, was to avenge his fall. How- 
ever, finding no other resivtance to their authority, the party of Ayaishah 
took possession of the public treasury, the contents of which they distri- 
buted to their lollowcrs ; wduun, lu the space of a short time, under \arious 
pretences, tlie^ succeeded 111 augmenting to nearly thirty thousand strong. 

On the other hand, great numbers of the Bcuui Abdul lieyss, and Benni 
Bukker inhes, took flight from Bassorah to join the illustrious Zhlfekkaur. 

\Vhen Ally had become sufliciently apprized of the hostile designs of 
Mauw'ciah, and of his airaignmg him wuih the guilt of Othman’s blood, the 
•whole of his attention w'as directed low'ards tlie levy and equipment of an 
adequate force, to humble and extirpate this his irreconcileable and inve- 
terate enemy. And in pursuance of such an object, all those who had 
acknowledged his authority, received orders to prepare for the expedition 
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motives of her appearance in that territory; which she equally ascribed to A.H.XXXVt 
her regard for ihi' public welfare, and her zeal to avenge the blood of 0th- A. D 656. 
man. PrcMons to turther discussion, Kaukia requested that Telhah and Rouzut 
Zobair might both be sent for, iii order that, what he had to offer might ussufta, 

be dcluered in their presence They accordingly attended, and to thj^ 
question already proposed to Ayaishah, returned a similar reply. Upon 
which the envoy observed, without ceremony, that to Inm their declara- 
tion aiipeareJ equally absurd and inconsistent ; since the prosecution of 
their vengeance against the destroyers of Othmaii, so far from promoting 
public good, uould be the source of incalculable mischief, m the civil dis- 
cord w Inch must ensue. He next demanded what number of victims they 
had already sacrificed to this iinuarrautable propensity for insurrection r 
and when they had advanced, that not more than six persons had hitherto 
fallen in the cause, he rejoined, that m this number only, they had created 
against ihemsehes six hundred thousand opponents; and that in proportion 
to their perseverance in the pernicious plan, their enemies would be still 
augmented. I'o thejustice of these observations, Ayaishah appears to have 
assented, and she demanded, in consequence, what, m her situation, he 
thought It most advisable to do. Kaukia recommended an immediate 
derelu lion of every hostile design, and a treaty of peace to reconcile their 
diflcrences with Ally, in which if they concurred, he could venture to 
augur happily of the issue , otherwise they must anticipate the most in- 
auspicious reverse. To the propriety of these suggestions, in conjunction 
with Avaishah, both Telhah and Z"bair at least affected to subscribe, 
declnriiiir, that if the sentiments (if the son of Abitauleb w’ere in coincidence 
with vvh.it he now expressed, tlieie should be no obstacle on their part to 
an immediate accommodation. Kaukia now took his leave, and returnina: 
on the w mgs of dispatch, announced to his prince, the favorable appearances 
in vvtiicli his mission had thus terminated Ally testified his approbation 
of what had been done, but aeceleiated his tnarch towards Bassorah. 

In this posture of affairs, the principal inhabitants of the last mentioned 
city, had deputed one hundred peisons to the camp of Ally, in order to 
discover among the people of Kfifah, to most of whom they vveie, in some 
degree or other, allied bv the ties of consanguimtys hovvfar their inclinations 
appeared ot a pacific, or hostile teudenev. Finding on inquiry a d’sposition 
unanimously bent on pbedience to the acknowledged succossor of 
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A.H.XXXVI, into Syria. In these preparations he was engaged, when intelligence wasv 
^ brought liim, that Ayaishah and her associates were on their march 

Hoiuut towards JIassorali ; to tins information, however, he did not give immediate 

VfisuHa. credit, as he could not divest himself of the suspicion that this was only a 

feint, and that their views were in reality directed towards Khfab, for the 
purpose of detaching the people of that place from their allegiance to his 
authority. The suppression of this rebellion, however, for the present 
superseded ail other objects, and for that purpose he immediately applied 
to the inhabitantsofMedemah for their assistance. Of these apart expressed 
their willingness to afford him every testimony of attachment and obedience^ 
But among others, there arose a material discordance of opinion. It 
became now the subject of public conversation, that Ally had been repeat- 
edly advised to bring to justice the murderers of Othman, m which he would 
have found none to oppose him, hut to this he would not listen ; and thus 
leaving tliem a plausible pretext for hostilities, they alleged that be bad acted 
in a manner directly consonant to the views of his enemies; “ be therefore,’^ 
said they “ that despises the counsels of his friend, deserves to see the 
designs of his enemy prosper.” 

Thus frustrated in his hopes, from a quarter m which disappointment 
was perhaps least expected, Ally» with an afflicted spirit, left Medeinah ; 
and at the head of about nine Jiundred men, hastened, if possible to inter- 
cept the march of the insurgents. The advanced guard of this inconsider- 
able force, was commanded by Abb Leyli the son of Amrb ul Jerrauh ; the 
rio^ht wing by Abdullah Abbas, and the left by Amrb the son of Selmah. 
He w^as also accompanied by several others of the prophet’s most distin- 
guished associates , and particularly by Khozzeimah the son of Thabet, 
who?e steady and scrupulous adherence to tr,utb, was such as to have 
acquired for him, from the author of their religion, t^e title of Zb Shihau- 
detein, he whose testmonif beat s a txw fold strength. Receiving however 
intelligence by the >vay that his enemies had gained the start of him, and 
not yet able to ascertain theii views, Ally encamped at the station of Zi- 
kbder, where he remained for some days ; during which, he dispatched 
directions to Medeinah to forward the whole of his baggage and equipage 
' to the arm V having privately determined after the treatment which he had 
recently exVerienced; to return no more tp.he territory of Yathreb. 
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A.H.T^XVVI limphct, of M hoBo (IrsIgnB. wliclficr ultimately faTOrnble to peace or war 

l"<’‘'’"iled in ilctermiiic, the cleimiics obtained a personalconferencc 

Iluiizui with Ally, and ri<|UcBtc(l be would relieve them from the doubts under 
trrsuiTa. tlioy l;ibaijr(’tl u'ith rcL'nrd to those designs. The Khahf, in reply, 

comh^ccnclrcf to rcctir to every Circumstance of his conduct, contrasted 
with that of his opponents, from the commencement of the turliulent 
Bccnes nt Medemnh preliminary to the death of Othman, to the present 
t)ti\ . JJe repi'iitcd his assurance that tlie object of his journey was to 
ojiposeand rejuess the pernicious practices introduced hy Ins adversaries,- 
to repair the disorders so destructi\e to public happiness, and to expel 
from among the disciples of Mahommed that odious spirit of revenue and 
emmosity so repugnant to cverj principle of hnniaiurv and virtue. And 
lie concluded by a declaration, that whenever Ins nnsiiuided >»reihren could 
be induced to testify a sincere and proper compunction, for the rcbellioue 
and hostile proceedings, in which they had suffered themselves to be 
engaged, lie should be found perfectly ready to meet their advances, 
Keillier sliouki he commit himself, after all, to the horrors of war and blood 
shed, until every proof of forbearance, and every effort to conciliate should 
have been exhausted. The delegates ofBassorah confessed that nothing 
could be more manly, just and liberal, than the sentiments to which Aliy 
had tiius given utterance ; but when, in consequence of the impression 
which his arguments appeared to have left on their minds, he called upon 
them to give him their pledge of fealty, some demur on the part of their , 
leader, Aussem the son of Kelleib, prevailed wnth them, for tbe present, 
to decline that ceremony. Previous to their final departure, however, the 
whole of them publicly acknowledged the authority of Ally, and, on their 
arrival at Bassorah, professed to their fellow citizens, that the language 
wdiich dropped from his lips was worthy of the race of the prophets. 

After the dismission of the delegates, Ally put hisaimy w motion, and 
appeared wnthin sight of Bassorah, where, on a commodious spot, at Bau- 
viah, he encamped, The insurgents on the other hand, to the number of 
thirty thousand men, marched out ot the city w'lth Telhah and Zobair at 
their bead, and pitched their tents at Meghzeinah, in a position over 

against him. 

In thissituation'of the armies a negociation was opened /or the restora- 
tion ©f peace ; and that every obstacle might be removed to the attainment 
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AVhile cncnmpcd nt Zikader, ninoiig other mortifications which he was A.H.XXXVI. 
compelled to experience, Ally found hunsell assailed by the unavailing A.P 656. 
reproaches of his own family. His son Ilnssun, alarmed at the distresses Rouzut 
which seemed to threaten them, presumed to remind him of those frequent ussuffa.- 
occasions oiM\hich he had rejected the advice of his children. And they 
were now, accordingly exposed to perish of hunger and thirst, beyond the 
possibility of relief, among the sands of the desert. To this desponding 
ob';cr\ation, the intrepid Hyder made little reply, further than by an 
pndca\onr to console his son , and a desire that be would state those 
instances of admonition, the disregard of uhieh could have had a tendency 
to lead to the calamities he seemed to apprehend, Hnssun explained by 
ad\crting to circumstances which jireccded the death of Othman, when it 
had been proposed to Ally for a short time to quit Medeinah ; so that in the 
event of the insurgents proceeding, in his absence, to take away the life of 
the Khalif, the suspicion ofliis bearing any concern in that neiarious trans- 
action, might be thus entirely obviated, and eveiy ground removed on 
which Ins enemies might pretend to disseminate calumnious accusations 
to his prejudice Again, when the destruction of Othman had been accom- 
plished, he had been intrcatcd, as circumstanc es seemed to require, to decline 
the Khelaufut, until the concurrence of all believers should be ascertained 
mhisfa\our And lastly, when it became notorious, that Ayaishah, 

Tclhah, and Zob.ur, confederated to a\en£’e the blood of Othman, he 
had been advised to remain in a place of security, and await the disclosure 
of rvenis. 

To all which AUv separately replied , and an the first place, that when the 
palace ivf Othman was invested by the insurgents, means had been also 
adopted to prociude the possibility of his withdrawing from the towii,by 
postmu; a 2 :u ird over his house, as w ell as over those of some others of the 
m' "t distinguished personages. With regard to the ciicumstance objected 
to him in the second place, he affirmed, that the acknowledgement orcon- 
curri-nce of every part of the empire was m no shape indispensable to the 
ele< tion of the Khalif, which was an affair vested exclusive!}^ in the denizens 
p{ the two sacred cities, or more expressly, m the companions of the pro-, 
phets flight, and those who protected him in his exile , whose choice once 
detcrinmed on, it behoved all others submissively to acquiesce. And to 
the last subject of complaint, he had only to observe, that after the publiq 
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ef an object ‘jo apparently desirable to both parties, it mbs agreed that the a.H XXXVr. 
authors and abettors of the death of Othman should depart the camp of A. D. 656. 
All\ . These are said to ha\ e amounted to more than five hundred persons, Rouzut 
comprising among them some of the most distinguished leaders in all the ussufflr 
tribes ol Arabia : aud in particulai, Me find included in tins obnoxious list, 
the names of Malek Ashtur, of Ally the son of U! Hushm, of Auddy the 
son Ilavfom Tdi , ofKhaled the son of Miiljum, and many others tvhom 
It would be loo tedious to enumerate. The influence of Ayaishab seems> 
however, to ha%e created an exception m fa\or of her brother Mahommed, 
although one of the most active in the conspiracy which she now alSectedf 
to condemn with such implacable animosity. Separated from their asso^ 
ciatts, these proscribed indi\ iduals hastened to deliberate on the means of 
provichne for their personal safety , convinced, as they declared themselves, 
that the reconciliation of the ri\al parties was to be cemented with fJ/eir 
blood One of them proposed, that since Ally, whose superior knowledge 
in their sacred scriptures no one could presume to question, had acquiesced 
m their expulsion, and associated himself in the resentments of Telhah and 
Zohair, the\ should submit to an immediate and voluntary exile from their 
country , and seek an asjlum against the implacable vengeance of their 
enemies in the distant regions of the west. To this, Auddy the son of 
Hanfem objected, because, in Ins estimation, the only blessing this world 
aflorded, was the presence of our relatives, and the endearing intercourse 
of triendship , and that take from it this its greatest charm, life had for him no 
further \alue. Another, more sanguinary , ns the shorter course, recom- 
mended to seize the first opportunity of dispatching Ally to join his pre- 
decessor, and thus secure their peace w ith the adt erse party. Ally' the 
son of Hushm contended, however, that, if in addition to the guilt already 
menrred by the death of Othman, they plunged themselves deeper by' the 
murder of \llv, there could be no reasonable expectation that they would 
e\erb'‘ trusted by Telhah and Zobair ; or that,_e\en supposing it might be 
thought necessary to temporize wuth them for a short season, their ultimate 
destriRtion would not at a proper period be brought to pass. In bis mind 
what, on the contrary, appeared most likely to promote the object they 
had in \ lew , w as to put m practice some plan of interruption to the present 
system ot liannonv , to chansre the pacific disposition of the parties into 
piore determined and obstinate hostility. This suggestion of the son of 
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^ A™' f of his authonty which he had received, and the hos.ile 

- • ' ‘’“1®“" f ™'‘ah and Znba.r had been announced, such a passive demennor 

Koa^t as that which had been recommended to him, could onlv have led to iiro- 
mote divisions of opinion ; independent of its extreme umi ortliiness of that 
aacred office which he had undeitaken, and which he nas deternimcd 
never to degrade. Moreover, rn demanding at his hands ihe bloml of 

Othman, his enemies evidently sought his life, and bad therefore left him 
no alternative. 


But to prevent all future discussion on these subjects, Ally embraced the 
opportunity to inform his son, that " hen the messenger of Omnipou ncc 
had departed for the regions of eternal hh'S though lie ( onld not admit 
that any man was possessed of higher qiiahfii atioi)*;, or more indi'^pinahle 
claims than himself, yet^hen he perceived an almost uii.mmoiis acquies- 
cence of all the orders, to <=uhmit to the exaltation of Ahu Jhikker, he did 
not hesitate to forego his just preteiislous, in deference to uhai appe.ticd 
to be the general will. Neither n as the slightest point, in which he could 
either promote or support the interests of that prince, l)_\ him c\er left 
unheeded. When also at the appmach of death, the same Ahu Biikkor 
declared bis will in favor of Omar, in prejudice to those u rll grounded ex- 


pectations, no selfish consideration could prevail with him to withhold his 
assent ; and the whole empire could bear testimony to his consr'u ntious 
forbearance from opposition on that occasion. Again, when the peo- 
ple were brought to acknowledge the authority of Othman, m const quence 
of that unprecedented mode of election introduced b\ Omar, “tin con- 
duct^’ continued Ally, “ w a? still governed by tlie same comt /dent e with 
public opinion ; and under e\er\ circumstance of Othman’s ndmmi''triti(iii 
“ he uniformly experienced from me, the most zealous and snhinisiivc 
“obedience. And lastly, w hen this unfortunate prince had fallen In the 
“hands of his assassins, and I had entireh withdrawn nn self withm the 


“seclusion of my own dwelling, althouith repeatedh urged In the p-. )[>!(. 
to assume the government, their entreaties were resisted on in\ furt 


“with unaltered firmness, until the expiration of seven dus, uhenp r- 
“cening no probability of a settlement on tins important quesiirm, and 

“ apprehensive that disorders might othen\ i^e come to p<>N b'y-ml ih' 

scope of human prudence to repair, J vidded to importumiv, rnd to ti.- 
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A.H.XXX\^. Ilufibm Was immediately approved of, and shortly afterwards brought (t 
A. D. gsG. bear with a success which corresponded to their utmost expectations. 
Rouzut Whileafiuirs continued in thesatne crisis, Ehnif thesonofKaiss orKeyss^ 
usbunii, who bore so conspicuous a part in the final reduction of the Persian em* 
pire, and esteemed one of the craftiest among Arabs, Suddenly quitted 
Bassorah at the head of six thousand of his followers, and encamped at 
some distance from the town, m the IPaudy ussebbaia, or desert of wild 
beasts . assigning as ins reason for this unexpected procedure, the repug- 
nance which he felt to engage in hostilities against the couzin of his pro- 
phet ; and conceiving, that under such a pretext he should be able to 
conceal his true design, %vbich was to preserve some kind of neutrality 
until fortune should have decided the contest, and then to submit to the 
triumphant party* Previous to the commencement of hostilities he obtained 
a private interview with Ally, whom, if he thought if desirable, he dTnme- 
diately offered to join u ith all who had attached themselves to his fortunes ; 
but that which he proposed as the measure best calculated to p’-omote his 
interest in a more effectual degree, was to admit of his remainmgseparate; 
by which it would be in his power to restiain a body of, at least, thirteen 
thousand veteran w'arriors, from drawing their swords in the cause of the 
enem3^ Of the two alternatives, Ally chose the latter; in consequence 
of which, numerous parties from among the Benui Temeim and Benni 
Saud, including manj' of the Aul-e-khunduc, or heroes of the ditch, won 
tr\'erby the influence of the son of Keyss,^ detached themselves from the 
insurgents, and withdrew to the Waudy ussebbaia. The Benni Ezd would 
probably have followed the example, had not their chief Kaaub the son of 
Sowr, who held the office of Kauzy of Bassorah, been prevailed upon, 
though with considerable difficulty, by the assuasive eloquence of Ayaish- 
ah, to declare himself at last' in favor of her party. 

The armies had now remained encamped in the neighbourhood of each 
Other for several days, and the endeavours of such as had been emplo;yed 
to bring about a peaceful adjustment of their differences, appeared on the 
eve of success, when an uiilooked for alarm, m a moment disconcerted 
every arrangement for accommodation. This originated in the contrivance 
of those conspirators against Othman, who, proscribed the camp of Ally, 

* The heroes ot tl'e diich were those, ^ho, \Mth ^^ahommed, associated to defend the 
tjttrenchments round Medeinah. Vtds Sale s Koran, Vol. II; page 2/2- 
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imperious necessity of the ocerrsion ; the chiefs of oiir faith submitting to A.H XXXVI. 
“m\ authority ^Mth every demonstratinn of cordiality and zeal.” A. D.656. 

IIo\Ne\cr Hiissuii might have been reconciled by these explanations, it Rouzut 
could not escape the discernmentof Ally’s mind, that an attempt to crush ussuffa. 
the rebellion at llassorah with the very slender force which now attended 
him, did not aflbrd any flattennc prospect of success ; he therefore made 
use of the oecaMon to pro\e the fidelity of the people of Kufah , and with 
th IS view iMahommed the son of Abft Bukker, and Mahommed the son of 
Janfier toy uir, proceeded to that place, with letters to the inhabitants 
representing the extremitv to which he had been driven by the conduct of 
his eneniu’s, who, ni \iolalion of the most solemn engagements, were now 
in arms against his lawful and acknowledged authority. 

In prosrcniion ot this object, the two Malmmmeds arrived at KAfah, 
and ccanmnnicated the letters with which they had been entrusted by 
their sovereign But the inhabitants ha\ing consulted with .Mih Mhssa 
the Aishauriie, who still eoiuinued governor of the place, that chieftain 
explained to them, m terms which pretty clearly evinced the disposition 
by whith he was animated on the subject, that Ally and Telhah being 
engaged in a personal contest for pow'er, those of course who felt a bias for 
the concerns of this w’orld, were at liberty to espouse the cause of either 
part_> : but such as placed their views on w'hat was of infinitely higher 
importance, the enjoyment of a blessed futurity, would do -well, in the 
seclusion of retirement, and in the bosom of domestic peace, to decline 
taking any share in the dispute : for this w'as one of those afflictions, 
w’hich God’s messenger had foretold that his people were destined to suflTer ; 
m w’hieh he had cautioned them to keep to their houses, and though after 
eveiy eiulea\our to abstain from, they might ultimately be compelled into 
hostilities, tlieif xoei e eupined to make their sisordsqf mood. As the tendency 
of such an address publicly delivered from the pulpit, could not be easily 
misiinderslnod, the son of Abfi Bukker and his collegue, w'ere proceeding 
to reply w'lth equal indignation and seventy, w'hen Abu Mfissa eoldly 
observed, that the pledge of allegiance given to Othman w'as not less bind- 
ing upon their master than upon himself if, therefore, war whs unavoid- 
able, It heho\ed him m the first place to attack and do justice upon the 
murd( reis of his injured sovereign. In short, the messengers of Ally, 
convinced on this and further observation, that the people of ILfifah were 
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watched an opportunity to put a period to the friendly correspondence A.H.XXXVI. 
which seemed on the point of leconciling that prince to his enemies. In A.D. 656. 
pursuance of a plan already agreed upon, they accordingly took horse, and Rouzut 
on the side n Inch lay towards the encampment of Ally, one morning before ussufFa. 
day, fell suddenly on the outskirts of that of the insurgents, among whom, 
by a random discharge ot arrons m every direction, they created for a short 
time the utmost consternation and disorder. The immediate conclusion 
■uas, that under cover of the night, the troops of Ally were approaching to 
surprise the camp, under which impression Telhah and Zobair hastened to 
arrange their army for battle; alleging, what they asserted to hav^e been 
their unvaried belief, that the son of Abhtauleb, whatever his piofessions, 
could nev er be induced to divest himself of his natural disposition to vio- 
lence and bloodshed. In the mean time, having succeeded m their object, 
the conspirators vv ithdrew b( fore those who had flown to arms to repel the 
danger, with some loss m killed and wounded, towards the encampment 
of Ally, through which they proceeded to spread a similar alarm, that the 
w hole lorce of the insurgents was approaching to the assault; and as a 
corresponding sentiment prevailed here, with respect to the sincerity of 
the opposite party, it was as easily converted into an argument of the con- 
firmed and reiterated perfidy of Telhah and Zobair. Ally became, therefore, 
on Ills part not less anxious that his enemies might not find him unprepared 
for the impending conflict. 

His troops were arranged on this occasion in seven divisions, each dis- 
tinguished by a particular standard, and consigned to the direction of one 
ofliis bravest commanders. On the return of day, Malek Ashtur and 
Auddy the son of Hautem, appeared before Ally in behalf of the authors- 
of the alarm, soliciting permission to devote themselves in his cause; w'hich 
he did not conceive it prudent to decline. Auddy received charge of one 
of the principal divisions, and the intrepid Malek Ashtur assumed thecom_ 
mand ot the right wing of the army , the left wing being entrusted to the 
discretion of Aumar Yausser. A particular division, composed of the most 
distinguished of the Koraish, and of the prophet’s auxiliaries and others 
natives of liejauz, was placed under the orders of Abdullah Abbas, perhaps 
as a body of reserve. On the part of the insurgents, Sherjeil or Sherrajeil 

2 F 
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to abide by the dictates of their soveroor, returned iiid.nn, 

^ further delay to Zikader, and described to Ally, to Ins considerable surprise 

Rou^t and disappointment, the circumstances of their reception, and Abii 

*• disloyal conduct. A second attempt, in ^^l^ch Ahdullnh Abbas and M,dt A 
Ashtur, were employed to brm^ the lieutenant ofKufah to a more fu or- 
able sense of duty proved equally unsuccessful; lie found more 
obdurate in his opposition than had been represented even b\ the tenner 
report, 



Rouzut 

Ussufta. 


A.H.XXXVI. commanded llie ho'ise, anil Ab^uUali intiair was g'ehera) df tlie'fodt 

o‘f 'tl>eotlier commanders it could nofbe mterestmg torepeat.al’tJiouWh 
some ot them eminently distinguished in (he innals oflssiam. AymshSh 
was seated in a kind of litter or cage, secured 'for the occasion by stro'ni 
pannels on the sides, and fixed on the back of a camel covered with nmik 
of extraordinary size and speed, with which, o'n her departure fiom Meccah ’ 

she had been presented by Yauly the son of Milnneiah, the deposed lieu- 
tenant of Yemen. 


He had now compleated the disposition of his troops, and the sun had 
issued from the chambers of the eastern horizon, when Ally presented 
TiimseW, b6t\yeen the embattled fronts of the two armies, mounted on life 
white mule of the prophet'; and having desired that hostilities might be 
'mutually suspended while he ^)oke, pioceeded to unfold a 'few of t^ose 
circumstances whic|i seemed to demand his public and solemn avowal, 
previous to the last and irrevocable appeal to the sword He obce more 
expressed his sincere regret that his endeavours to reclaim, and his advan- 
ces to conciliate, had been met by his enemies in the garb of injury and 
defiance ; and his equal surprise and indignation at: the conduct of Telhah 
in particular, who had now the effrontery to stand forbh the avenger, after 
having contributed so notoriously by his influence, to the death of Otbman^ 
"He appealed to the God of truth and glory, whether the actions of this 
man could be fairly reconciled with any principle of reason or justice ; 
since, if It was admitted that Othraan was in truth a tijiant^ it behoved 
him on every consideration to* unite with his destroyers ; as much as, sup- 
posing the raai tyred prince to have been the oppressed and injured party, 
he was bound by every principle of duty, while the suffering monarch was 
' still living, to employ those means in his defence, which were now so tardily 
and ostentatiously called into exertion. But all other considerations apart, 
there was one simple truth which he challenged his utmost ingenuity to 
controvert ; ibe perfidious violation of that engagement, by which he had 
- publicly and solemnly bound himself to obey the authority of Ally , for 
which the latter supplicated the Almighty to bring upon him a just and 
Unretarded retribution. Then turning to bis followers, Ally called upon 
them in animating language to a chearful exertion of their prowess against 
an atrocious faction, which, by its accumulated guilt, had justified the 
Utmost seventy of chastizement and retaliation ; which, m aggravation of 
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'by one of tlie a'^srmljly, who severely retorted upon him the abusive epi- A.H.XXXVT, 
ihcts, t>f vhich he seemed disposed to be so liberal ; desnmg him to recol- A.D.656. 
lect tliat such insolence to established authority, but ill became the Rouzut 
ycsierda^’s a'^soriate of rebellion. iissufEI, 

During the altercation, Zeid the son ofSl\jaun with letters from Ayaishah 
made Ins .ippeai.niee in the rssembly. The perusal of these letters 
appear^, ho\\ever, to ha\e produced an impression rather different from 
^^hat might lia\c been intended, and the messenger proceeded moreover 
to load the adverse parly vilh abuse and obloqu}^; some of those present 
could not forbear to iccriininate upon the conduct of Ayaishah, in thus 
indecenll> mteriering m a contest of arms, in gross violation of every max- 
im of female propriety, and of the positne institutes of her religion ; m 
Usurpation of the peculiar attributes of the manl}' character, and, where 
she presumed to excite the faithful to acts of treason and rebellion against 
their acknowledged sovereign, in disregard of e\ery principle of truth and 
justice. The confidence of Abu iMfissa at this moment began to abandon 
him , he summoned, notwithstanding, sufficient resolution once more to 
ns( end the pulpit, and again exerted every argument he could invent to 
dissuade the people from complying nitli the demands of Ally, he proposed 
for imitation the example ot some of the prophet’s most distinguished 
companions, and in particular that of Abdullah Omar, of the warlike Saud 
e-Wekauss, of Mahommed the son of Musselmah, of Assaumah the son of 
Zeid, and many more, vho had prudently determined to step aside from 
the scene of civil discord, rather than unsheath the sword against their 
Mu‘?sulman brethren. He therefore called upon them not to barter the 
sacred interests of their religion for the perishable projects of this world ; 
but to consult both present and future welfare, by a steady adherence to 
that authority which had been so long exercised to promote their 
happiness 

The attention of the assembly was then engaged by Kaukia the son of 
Amrfi, who urged the indispensable necessity of a supreme and established 
ruler, by the exertion of w'hose power and prudence, to regulate and con- 
duct to a happy termination the destiny of a numerous people. It was 
therefore in a fortunate hour, that they were called upon by the exalted 


«E 
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unprovoked infraction of trcatlc'?, had augmented the sum of its ini- A.H.XXXVI. 
quiiici' by the barbarous and ignominious usage, shewn to the loyal gover- A. D. 65G. 
nor of IJassorah , by Us sacrilegious waste of the public treasure ; and by Rouzut 
the unrelenting massacre of the virtuous Ilukkcnn ben Hailah, his brother ussufla. 
and ‘5011, and many other believers who had cndcai cured by flight to save 
theuwclvcs from a sanguinary jnirsuit. He desired them to reflect that 
death was that obdurate inquisitor, wdiose search, neither the inmate of 
domestic repose, nor the waj-worn tra\eUerhad ever been able to elude, 
lie besought them to balance the simrular felicity of a glorious exit on the 
field of battle, against the disgrace and mfamj' of an ignominious flight. 

And he called iqton that Almighty power, at whose disposal lay the breath 
of the son of Abitauleb, to witness how much more clieerrull>, for his part, 
he should yield his life to the sword, than on the ignoble bed of rest He 
did not, howc\cr, forlicar to remind bis bra\e companions, that those who 
appeared m noslilc array against them, included among their number some 
of the most illustrious members of tlieir common faith, who, in their adora- 
tions ol thedeit\, directed their e>cs to the same sacred Keblah , he 
therefore charged them to abstain irom hostilities until compelled to act m 
self defence, when they migiit repel force by force, and the blood of the 
as‘;ailants would rest on their own heads, and he further admonished 
tliem m no ease to pursue those who fled, or ofler molestation to the 
wounded Thisgcnerosity of soul, which, like the immortal Julius, appears 
to have been the hrighust feature m the character of Ally, may justify 
the couplet in which the historian here apostrophizes his memory “ How 
“ shouldst thou exclude thy friends, who regardest thine enemies even 
“ with the ON e of compassion.” 

In the same intermediate space between the armies, a conference now 
ensued betwixt Ally and the tw'o leaders of the insurgents, Telhah and 
Zobair , at which, w-hen, in reply to the interrogations of Ally, Telhah 
alleged, as the grounds on wdiicli they had taken up arms against him, his 
having brought together from various parts of the empire, those seditious 
hords, w ho had daied to imbrue their hands in the blood of Othman ; and 
that It had therefore become the duty of every honest Mussulman to unite 
for his dethronement, as the principal instrument in the destruction of 
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A.H.J^XVI, Ally, from the purest motives, to unite with him in support of those designs 
,n which be ha'a embarked, ^ith no other object than the advancement of 
Ilouzut the general welfare. It was on this account their duty as well as interest 
ussuffd. to afford him the earliest proofs of returnmg loyalty, by hastening to join his 
standard. In this stage of the debate, one of the citizens of tL name of 
Obed Kheyr, demanded of Abh Mhssa whether Telhah and Zobairhad 
not publicly pledged their allegiance to Ally , and /f so, whether from that 
day to the present period, any circumstance had occurred in the conduct 
of the latter, to justify their breach of such allegiance. Abh MCissa 
acknowledged the pledge of allegiance, bqt professed his ignorance with 
regard to the other points; on which his interrogator observed,' that until he 
was better informed on the subject, he should for his own part, then, beg to 
be governed by an opinion of his own. Imaum Hussun now called upoi? 
Abb Mhssa to descend from that pulpit on which, after forfeiting Ins allegi- 
ance to the rightful successor of the prophet, be was no longer either 
authorized or worthy to appear. Equally mortified, the crest fallen gover- 
nor was compelled reluctantly to obey; while Aumer Yausserand another 
of the adherents of Ally seized the favorable moment to enlaige upon the 
numerous excellencies of then patron, and encourage the ardor of the peo- 
ple to hasten to his presence, with those proofs of loyalty and attachment, 
to which, by his exalted virtues, he was so eminently entitled. 

By this time Imaum Hussun had taken possession of the pulpit,, and 
having appealed to the hearts of all present in support of his parent’s 
superior claims, explained at length the object of his mission. In 
behalf of that parent, he mtreated them for the present to suspend all con- 
sideration of the justice or injustice of his conduct ; to afford him that 
immediate aid which he solicited at their hands, in the cause m which he 
was engaged against a perverted and perfidious faction, and he would 
cheeifully submit to be personally responsible at a future period, for any 
injuries which could be fairly laid at h/s door. He concluded by once 
more affirming, that though Telhah and Zobair had been the first to affiance 
themselves to the authority of Ally, they were among the earliest to vio- 
late their engagements. On these considerations he admonished all who 
beard him, without distinction of rank or wealth, to consult their assured 
mid permanent glory, by hastening without further delay to join the 
intrepid chief, by whom they wejre anxiously expected in Ins camp at 
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A.HXXXVI. that injured prince; Ally indignantly demanded with what assurance they 

such apiea, with the blood of Othman still reeking upon their 
Kou7,ut swoids > But in order to remove every doubt on such a subject, he now 
u^suffa. publicly challenged them to come forv\ard, and solemnly imprecate the 
divine vengeance, on the heads of such as were justly chargeable' with a 
guilty participation, either in will or deed, in that odious transaction. This 
they thought proper to decline ; and when Aliy proceedeil to reproach 
them, with their wanton disregard to the prophet’s memory, m their 
scandalous exposure of the relict of his bed, so inconsistent with those 
arrogant pretensions to justice and decorum, which they presumed to set 
up for themseh es ; they positively averred, that so far from being influenced 
b\ any solicitations or intreaty on their side, the conduct ofA^aisbah had 
been entirely actuated by her own private regard for the public good; be 
subjoined with some seventy, the remark, that all things considered, the 
actions of Ayaishah, adverting perhaps to former indiscretions, bespoke 
the necessity of some one to regulate them, far beyond any of those for 
whose welfare she affected so much ostentatious zeal. Before they separ- 
ated on this occasion, however, though Telhah continued inflexible m his 
hostile resolutions. Ally, by recurring to the intimate friendship w Inch 
had ever subsisted betwixt them during the life of the prophet, and to a pre- 
diction of the latter, that, notwithstanding their apparent cordiality, the 
period was not very remote when Zobair should be found in arms on the 
side of injustice, against the man for whom he then professed such 
unbounded friendship, drew from this personage a solemn oath, that m 
consequence of what he had now' brought to his recollection, he never 
would contend against him. With which assurance, AII3' rejoined his 
loyal associates, to w'hom he related the circumstances of this conference, 
together with that of the fresh engagement by which Zobair had thus 
again so solemn!}' bound himself. 

On the other hand, Zobair hastened to Ayaishah, and in terms of appar- 
ent contrition, proceeded to lament, that after a life of underiating recti- 
tude, from early infancy to the present moment, he should at last ha\e 
engaged himself in this scene of inauspicious warfare. With some surprise 
Ajmishah demanded, w'hat might be the object of such a remark, when 
Zobair recounted m explanation w'hat had just passed in the conference 
with Ally, declanng, without reserve, that his share m the enterprize w'as 
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Zik.lder, In similar terma they were addressed by Hidjer the son of And- A.H.XXXVI. 
d\ ; but the popular sentiment had now taken a decided turn, and further A. D 65S. 
reasoning appeared superfluous. The Kfifites declared with loud acclama- Rouzut 
tions, Uiiit the darling of their prophet’s aflectioiis had irresistibly convinced ussufFi. 
them, and that nothing should further prevent them from submitting to 
the authority of his father, whom they immediately prepared to support 
with all the force of the country. 

Just as malteis had arrived at this crisis in the assembly, intelligence w'as 
brought to Abu MGssa of an extraordinary scene that was passing within 
the walls of his own palace It would appear, that, on the departure of 
Hussun from the camp at Zik.ider on this occasion, it had had been sug- 
gested to the Khahf, by the intrepid and faithful Malok Ashtur, that until 
some method was devised, either to disgrace or remove the lieutenant of 
Kulah, his wishes 111 that quarter must inevitably terminate m disappoint- 
ment , he therefore solu'ited and obtained the permission of his sovereign 
toiollow, with instructions to employ his utmost exertion to weaken and 
subvert the authority of Abit Mussa. On his arrival at Iviifah, he became 
apprized of the declining turn which had then taken place in the affairs of 
that chieftain , and without suffering himself to be interrupted by inferior 
considerations, hastened to the governmental palace, which, with the 
w’eiglitv argument of his mace or battle axe, he soon cleared of the domes- 
tics of AbCi Mussa. In the utmost consternation, they presented them- 
selves covered with blood to their master, telling him that a person whose 
appearance and language they attempted to describe, had thus' treated 
them , and like an unforeseen and irresistible mischief, was now committing 
the most extraordinary outrages on his furniture and most valuable 
effects , of which, if he did not speedily exert himself, not an article would 
escape the devastation of this furious stranger. Almost suffocated with 
surprise and astonishment, Abfi Mussa piecipitately withdrew from the ' 
assembly, and returning home, was at no loss to recognize the author of all 
this alarm and confusion , who accosting him by the name of hypocrite, 
and other opprobrious epithets, demanded v'hat further concern he could 
pretend to have m that mansion, which belonged to one w'hose rightful 
authority he had dared to abjure. By this time the multitude had declared 
for Malek Ashtur, and Abi!! iSIftssa perceiving his hopeless situation, con- 
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to be entirel\ n<;cribod to the trencher}’ of his memory; and that he had, A.H.XXXVI. 
therefore, .is the only reparation, resolved immediately to quit the army. A D.656. 
Upon till'; declaration of his father’s, Ahdullah Zobair sarcastically observed, Rouzut 
that the true cause of a resolution so unseasonably adopted, was not to be assufF^. 
nought for in the recapitulation of an idle story ; but m the terror which he 
had snllcrod to take possession of his mind, at the appearance of those 
wailiko and undaunted sjuriis who had marshalled themselves under the 
banncis of the son of Abfltauleb. For his own part, his determination w'as 
unalterably h\ed, never to leave that field, nev'erto relax in the prosecution 
of hostilities, until that judge, from whose decision iheie is no appeal, 
should have determined between them and their enemies Irritated 
bevond measure at the disgraceful reflection conveyed in this remark, 

Zobair furionslv assailed the front of Ally’s line, and having thrice pene- 
trated the ranks, without, however, wounding any one, he rejoined his 
own, observing to his son, that the instances of hardihood, ofw'hich he had 
now set him an example, were not often exhibited by men who laboured 
under the impulse of fear Abdullah persisting, nevertheless, to dissuade 
him from vvithdrawing from the field, and by alarming his pride to engage 
him in the apiiroaching conflict, he demanded upon what principle he 
could dare to imbrue lus hands in the blood of Ally’s adherents, after the 
•solemn pledge he had given to the contrary. To this Abdullah replied, 
that the remedy was very easy. That the emancipation of a slave, by way 
of expiator} atonement, would be suflkicnt to relieve him from any em- 
barrassment under which he might labour on that subject So that ov’er- 
come at last by shame and importunitv, Zobair again yielded to their 
wishes, and giving freedom to one of lus slav’es, conceived himself once 
moie at hbert} to unite m the hostile designs of the party. 

Although every circumstance had sufficiently contributed to confirm 
that aversion, which prevailed among his enemies, tou'ards ev’ery measure 
of accommodation, Ally to the very last moment appeared to experience a 
decided repugnance to the effusion of Mussulman blood, he, therefore, 
determined to make one final experiment, whether a superstitious feeling 
might not be rendeied instrumental towards a leconciliation which he 
seemed at least so anxious to promote , for this purpose he inq uired if there 
W'as .my one among lus faithful followers, who would undcitake at the risk 
ot life, to present himselt to the adverse ranks, and warn them to return to 
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to |)rov,de I, M..seir,v.tl, another house, towbich he reured, an<l denying 
access to all who sought to visit him, there immediotelysliut himself upfrom 
society. In the mean time, the people of Kt^fah iveie employed in the 
most active preparations for marching, and m six days after the occurrence 
of the above events, Rlalek Ashtur found himself at the head of twelve, 
some say of nineteen thousand chosen wainors, with whom be proceeded 
to the camp of Ally ; Ameir Hussuii, accompanied by a slender retinue, 
liavmg already taken Ins departure for Zikader. 

Tlic approach of tlie Kufites inspired AIl}^ with a degree of confidence 
in proportion to the value of so powerful and seasonable an acquisition of 
strength. lie received them at some distance from Ins camp, and assured 
them for the last time, tiiat the sole purpose for ^vbwh he bad solicited 
ihcir assistance, as to reclaim to the path of rectitude certain of their 
brethren, ulio had unhappily deviated into rebebjon and hostility. Neither 
should he proceed to avail himself of the means of coercion, until the total 
failure of every milder attempt to persuade, should have left him no other 
alternative. In the mean tune they might rely upon his solemn assurance, 
that, in every circumstance, his conduct would be scrupulously regulated 
by the sacred word of God, and the institutes of his messenger, having no 
other object in view, than the advancement of the true religion, and the 
welfare of its followers. He then conducted them into the encampment, 
assigning to each of their leaders those quarters, to which by rank or dignity 
he found them entitled. The very next day, Kaukia the son of Amrfi, 
not less distinguished by Ins valour than the powers of his understanding, 
proceeded towards Bassorab ; to endeavour by the argumentsof prudenceand 
moderation to extinguish the spirit of ambition, with which Ayaishah and 
her two associates are accused of suflfering their bosoms to be inflamed. 
Ally followed, shortly afterwards, with an army now equally respectable for 

numbers and equipment. 

On his arrival at Bassorah the son of Amrfi, in pui^-uance of his instruc- 
tions, repaired first to visit Ayaishah, whom he requested to explain the 


descc mleil to supplicate for a short delay, not more than was necessary to 
provide hiiiisc r-vnli somekmd of shelter for his family , which was peremp. 
(only denied him, uhile Ins property continued to be throi.n into the 
streets, and the greater pan was entirely destroyed. At length, through the 
urgent solicitation of some friends, theiespiteof one dav wasalln.veH 
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A.H.TCXXVI,^ flieir allegiance, by an appeal to the sacred pages of the Koiftn! Apersori 
of the name of Mosslem immediately otTered himself for the service; and 
Rowzmx having passed over to the enemy’s front, proceeded to discharge his 
'‘tissuID, instructions, by admonishing them to recede from -their unwarrantable 
designs, by that sacred manuscript which he Iield uplifted for their con- 
templation, when the light hand which bore it was severed from his arm, 
by one of the infai;uated multitude , seizing his sacred charge with the 
remaining jiand, he was of this also immediately deprived by the stroke of 
another scimitar ; pressing it, however, to his bosom, with the mutilated 
remnants, he continued his faithful exhortation, until finally dispatched by 
the swords of the enemy. His body was subsequently recovered by his 
friends, and prayers pionounced over it by Ally in person, after winch 
taking up a handful of dust, and scattering it towards the insurgents, that 
piince imprecated upon them the retribution of an avenging deity. Yei 
the troops of Ayaishali had repeatedly charged their adver^a^es before any 
attempt was made to retaliate upon them , Ally with an extreme forbear- 
ance of disposition, still calling upon Ayaishah, as she regarded the modesty 
of her sex, to reflect, whether those were enemies whom she thus persisted 
in devoting to slaughter. 

The fury of Ally’s followers was, however, now wrought up to that pitch, 
beyond which it could no longer be restrained. And accordingly drawing 
their swords, and pointing their spears, they rushed impetuously to the 
combat, which was supported on all sides with extraordinary fierceness and 
animosity. Alarmed by the horrors with which she beheld herself sur- 
rounded, Ayaishah, at last overcome by her apprehensions, intreated 
Kaaub the son ofSofir, who led her came), to throw himself between the 
- contending armies, and by an appeal to the sacred code of their common 
Jeligion, endeavour to suspend the effusion of Wood. Unfortunately for 
himself, Kaaub hastened to comply ‘With her intreaties ; but his voice no 
'sooner saluted the ears of Malek Ashtur, than, apprehensive lest the 
generous spirit of Ally might be imposed upon ^by the artifices of the 
enemy, to consent to a suspension of hostilities, that chief determined to 
silence him forever, and accordingly put himto death. In the heat of the 
action, Aumer Yausser was encountered by Zobair; but the latter, though 
■he perceived an opportunity of striking a mortal blow, suddenly recollecting 
A prediction of the prophdt, “.that Aumer should die bj the hand of 



F'bcl." rr>-(riinrrl 1 UnriTi, nnd witlulrcu to another pfirt of the field. And 
wo now find it r«.l.»t<d, th.U '//>hnir no •:oonor a^-ctrtained tliat this \enerable 
pi'r-onaco lonuhl under llu' ‘-tanrlard of AIK, than he took his final rcsolu- 
ti.ni to ainndon tin' < an'-r of tin* in^uret nt*! , having hoard Mahommed 
diilro “ that truth and justuc would c\or be found on the side of 
Auniai ” 

Iloworcr lhi‘> ina) ha\obion, after fli.rtuaiing for »^ome time in his* 
r< ^('luiu'ii. 7,obair it la^i totalK (piittcd tlie ‘•cone of slaughter, and took 
llu ro id idw irds IIoiiu7. In his u.u, he was ncce-sarily to pass through 
tint pati «'l the adinimn!: di son, \ hirh Lhniftho son of Kevss had chosen 
fur his V in aiiH'iin nr. As In w.\s, in all probabiliU. intently watching the 
a]ipiouh fruiu the lield <'f Inille, ilieson of Keiss perconcfl andrecog- 
iwiilbnnuta i >>imidi rihle disi un and one of his folloucrs nnme- 
di d( sir< d to ride .ifo r him, and oht on some intelligence of liie posture 
«.>r iilinswiih the irmu's Aiiin'i tin. son of .Tt rinii/, wbn h was the name 
of the iu.rson I inpltiN cd to prururc this netcssar\ information, oicrtook 
Zoli.nr ilnnii tin' hour of nn tnlim pra\er, and salutiinjlum b\ ins name, 
dt sired to know how in itters stond with the troo|)s ol Ally and A^aishah 
wlun lie (putted tin field Zolnir told him in repl\ , that w hen he It fc 
tin m tlie.irmns weic tnirnuiin.: with the utmost fur\ , but he evaded the 
(jm st’on w hu h follow ( (1, as to the reasons which induced him to retire 
from the eoiifln t. 'I he\ ('ontimied riding side In side for some little time 
lonuer. wlnm Zohair intim.ilod lhat. .is it w'.as .ibout the hour, he was desir- 
ous of disiharemg the staled duties of liis religion, and demanded, as on 
Ins part he should wiihoul scruple pledge himself to forbear Irom any 
hostile atti m[Jt, w helhcr he might consider the assurance to be mutual. 
Ainrfi re|)ln>d in the anirmatnc Nevertheless, while Zr^bair was engaged 
m Ins prostrations, the perfidious rufiian seued his opportunity, and with a 
single stroke ol his scimitar, dispaicln>d him Then stripping him of his 
aiinoiir, he took possession of Ins horse and sword, and conveyed the whole 
to the camp of Ally Such, at the atre of fifiy-seven, was the fate of 
Zoliair, to v’hnh ii may be necessary to add. tliat being the son of Safleiah 
thud ‘uehter of \bdiilmutleb, he was of couise the couzin german both of 
Allv and of the prophet, of the latter of vvhtvm he is said to hav'ebeen the 
inseparable comiiamon in all Ins Iiattles, and according to the !sbnnies, he 
was the first w'ho drew Ins sword against infidels, in support ofthedoctimes 
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On tnUnj^ possession of liis government, a consideration of present exi- 
gcncu's had, it seemed, prevailed with Keyss, to acquiesce in the partial 
suhmi'^sion only of a jiowerful hod}' of the nobles of the province, who, 
^^hlle they readily agreed to the payment of the usual contributions, 
exprcvsly withheld their final acknowledgement of the authority of Ally^ 
until SIR li lime, as he should have brought to justice the aulhois of the 
death of Othnian. And in this imperfect state of obedience the govern- 
ment of Egypt continued, when the expedition against the insurgents at 
Bassorah was brought to a successful termination. It became, however, 
to Mauwciah a matter of serious embarrassment, uhen he reflected, that 
uhile the enterprising spirit of Ally was to be opposed on the side of the 
Euphrates, he must be no less on his guard against the designs of Keyss 
from the westward. He therefore determined to try the eflect of those 
talents for intrigue, which formed indeed his highest qualification, in 
seducing the governor of Egypt from his fidelitj' ; not reflecting, subjoins 
our author, that the truly bra^e and good must ever be proof against the 
shallow aits of cunning and fraud. At a very early period, however, Mau- 
ueiah, wiih these views, transmitted letters to Keyss, in which, after stig- 
matizing the guilt of those, to whose cruelty and injustice the virtuous 
and inoflensne Othiniin had fallen a victim, and m which he maintained 
that Ally had so deeply and notoriously participated, he professed there 
uas nothing he more anxiously desired than that the son ofSaud, who had 
also too much to accuse himselfof with respect to this nefarious transaction, 
should at last return to a full sense of its atrocity, and unite with him in 
the prosecution of a just vengeance against the perpetrators But lest he 
might be led to suppose that he looked for his support without the most 
ample and liberal compensation, He now freely offered him not only 
every thing that could satisfy the views of present ambition, but for the 
future, when success should have crowned their wishes, the splendid and 
lucrative government of Arabian and Persian Irak 

To these insidious proposals, Keyss appears to have cautiously replied, 
that the being from whom no secrets are hidden could witness, that as far 
as he was himself concerned, he had never in any shape, either abetted 
the adversaries, or assented to the death of Othman , neither was he pos^ 
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A.U.X^VI. onus patron. The murderer experienced however from Ally a very differ 
'’‘^cept.on from that winch he had probably taught hnnself to expect! 
hou^ut For n hen the arms of Zobair were presented to him, that pnnee no sooner 
nssuiift. recognized the scimitar of his unfortunate rival, than he greeted the 
destroj'cr of the son of SafTeiah with the hopeful prospect of a compensa* 
fion in reserve for him in the region of everlasting punishment. On which, 
in the bitterness of disappointment, Amru reproached the Khalifas the 
curse of his countr}^, since the most zealous in his cause, and the most 
determined in hostility, seemed equally destined to the remuneration of 
, eternal misery ; and having thus given vent to his indignation, he imme- 
diately quitted Ins presence, and ran upon the point of his own sword. 

In the mean time, becoming apprized that Ins associate had withdrawn 
from the field of battle, Telhah too clearly evinced a disposition to follow 
Ins example, which attracting the attention of Merwaun, (whose presence 
in the action, is now for the first time announced to us) and awakening m 
Ins bosom that spirit of revenge for the part which he bore in the conspi- 
racy against Othman, he embraced the opportunity for Which be had long 
watched, to giv'-e it gratification, and with the point of an arrow pjerced 
Ins leg, and fixed it to the stirrup leather. Fainting with the loss of blood, 
and incapable of preserving his seat on horseback, Telhah called upon one 
of his attendants to mount behind and support him" m his arms , in which 
position, perceiving that his strength was rapidly on the decline, he desired 
that he might be conveyed to the city, declaring his conyiction that the 
ivound was raort-al. He became, however, so faint and exhausted with 
pam and loss of blood, before he could reach Bassorab, that the slave was 
compelled to take him From Ins horse, and lay him down among the rums 
of an old building. In tins condition he appeared aware of his approach’ 
ing dissolution, and a horseman who passed along the road, attracting bis 
-observation, he requested that he might be called to him. The stranger 
proved to be one of Ally’s adherents. On which the expiring chief desired 
that he would stretch out his hand while he renewed his pledge of allegi- 
■ance to that acknowledged lord of all true believers , and this being com- 
plied with, the soul of Telhah instantly took wing to the mansions of 
eternal rest. This circumstance was subsequently, by the soldier, com- 
mumcated to Ally, who affirmed, that without such a final proof of repent- 
ant submission, the Almighty was unwilling to receive the soul of 'lelhah 
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Bessid^of any knowledge that Ally could be justly accused of any share in 
stimulating the people to that melancholy tiansaction. At all events, the 
point on which he seemed so desirous of obtaining his concurrence, 
was of too serious importance to be determined upon, without ^e^y 
Ifiature reflection. In the mean time, he might rest assured, that nothing 
should be attempted on his purt^ obnoxious to the views of iMauweiaht 
From this answer the letter was at no loss to perceiye that he was temporiz- 
ing, and he accordingly sent to acquaint the governor of Egypt, that he 
should not be the dupe of his artifices ; and that without further prucrasti' 
nation, he must declare himself either his friend or his enemy. Upon this, 
Keyss, conceiving d no longer necessary to withhold himself from avowing 
the genuine sentiments of his mind, without further reserve expressed his 
surprise and astonishment, that Mauweiah should ever have entertained 
an expectation so absurd, as that he should on any consideration be induced 
to declare himself against those just and superior pretensions to the sover- 
eign authority, which, not less from transcendent merit, than consangui- 
nity, resided in the person Ally ; and the more particularly, when such a 
declaration should be solicited in favor of a man whose character in every 
point of vrew stood exactly the reverse. Heaven therefore forbid that 
ever he should engage in rebellion against a person so august, or associate 
himself in a confederacy so truly diabolical as that which he had the pre- 
sumption to propose. 

Thus foiled in his attempt to corrupt the fidelity of Keyss, Mauweiah 
now changed his plan of attack, which he next directed in order to accom- 
plish an interruption m the confidence which had hitherto subsisted 
between him and his acknowledged sovereign ; in which, he at length too 
well succeeded. To attain this point, he took frequent occasion to mention 
in the presence of his court, that however in his public communicationsi 
the governor of Egypt might boast of his attachment to the son of Ab(i- 
tauleb, he had in private given him tfie most friendly and zealous assurances. 
But as a further proof, he should only direct their attention to the conduct 
which he pursued towards Bayezzid the son of Haureth, and the other 
chiefs of his province, who still openly withheld their allegiance from Ally; 
but whom he continued, notwithstanding, to treat with kindness and 
moderation. He then produced a letter, from which he pretended to read 
«ii assurance on the part of Keyss, « that when the period of hostiliticj 
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s!io\itd arrlvTi, lie would be the first to join him against all his enemies.” 
These, and oilier discourses of a similar tendency, were industriously con. 
Xe}ed to Khrah, and nltimaiel} created in the mind of Ally, some suspicion 
that the lienten.int of Egypt held an improper correspondence with his 
adversaries; uliicli he commniiicatcd to Mahomined the soh of Abii 
Cnkkerand liis neplicu Abdnllali Jauflcr. These resolved on deliberation, 
that if he Could no longer look with confidence to the fidelity of Ket'ss, it 
Mould be prudent to supersede him ; but before he proceeded to such 
an c.MremitN, they recommended it as adiisable, to adopt some expedient 
ofbnngingliis obedience to the test; and for this purpose, nothing appeared 
to them belter calculated than an order to enforce the immediate subinis- 
Bion of the seceding nobles ; and mease of obstinacy, to put them to the 
Bword. If he conducted himself with prompt obedience, it would be Very 
Mcll : if, on the contrary, lie attempted to procrastinate^ there was noth* 
ing to prevent his rclicMiig himself from any apprehensions which he might 
ha\e entertained on the subject, by sending some ether person to take 
charge of the go\ eminent* 

To this plan, the Khalif subscribed his approbation, and the necessary- 
orders, 111 concurrence. Mere immediately dispatched to the son ofSaud. 
The lieutenant of Eg.>pt represented, in reply, the difficulty and danger of 
carrying such orders into execution at the present crisis, when the strength 
and influence of the party Mere so manifestly superior, and their adherents 
in the province so very numerous. He suggested the further impossibility 
of aitending in the smallest degree to any other object, if his hands Mere 
once embairassed Mith an undertaking so hazardous; and he concluded by 
recommending a continuance of the temporizing mea'sures M'hich had 
hitherto been so successfully pursued: and that the friends of Othman 
should be suffTered to remain M’lthout molestation, until a favorable oppor- 
tunity should arrive for making use of effectual coercion. Unhappily, this 
recommendation, hoM-ever apparently dictated by circumstances of sound 
policy and personal information, had an immediate tendency' to confirm 
the suspicions, M’hich had already made too deep an impression on the mind 
of Ally , and he was therefore the more easily prevailed upon by thecoun- 
<fels ot his uepheM' Abdullah, or Mahommed Jauflfer, to transfer the govern- 
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A.H XXXVI. but Abdullah at the same time foi^cibly grappling' with him, and cal h> 

associates, “ that M<tlek was about to put him to death,” hi 
llouzut was compelled to foi ego his advantage and consult his own safety -’evef 
vssufia. afterwards, ascribing his deliverance from^almost certain death,. to the omis- 
Sion of the surname of “Ashtur,” by which he would have beert rnoreim.' 
mediately recognized by the enemy, who ci'ouded to ^he rescue of their 
leader. 

The day had now attained the hour pf noon, vvhen Ally^ convinced frohi 
observation that so long as the camel continued to exhibit a rallymgpoinf 
to the defenders of Ayaisliah, the fate of the battle must remain in suspenSe^^ 
signified his desire to Saud the son of U1 Auss, Mahommed the son of Abh^ 
Bukker, Malek Ashtur, and Keyss the son of Saud, that their efforts might 
be directed todisperse those who surrounded,,and tobring down the animal.'' 
After repeated and desperate assaults, Malek Ashtur succeeded at length 
in forcing a passage, and immediately struck off one of the camel’s legs. 
The animal pieserved its posture, notwithstanding, erect and unmoved. 
Another leg was struck off equally without effect; and Malek Ashtur* 
under an impression of astonishment and awe, was hesitating whether he 
should proceed, when Ally drew near and called out to him to strike 
boldly, though the noble animal might appear to be under the care of a 
supernatuial agency. Thus stimulated, Malek smote the third leg, and 
the camel immediately sunk to the earth. It is at the same time observed 
that this exploit has been ascribed by Abb Haneifab of Damoi*r to Ayss 
the son of Sayeibah, a noted citizen of Kufah. At any rate, the litter of 
Ayaishah being thus brought to the ground, Mahommed the son of Abii 
Bukker was directed by Ally to take charge of his sister, and protect her 
from being injured by the missiles which still flew from all quarters. 
The son of Abfi Bukker drew near accordingly, but introducing his hand 
into the houdedje or litter, and happening to touch that of Ayaishah, she 
proceeded to load him with abuse and execration, demanding what 
reprobate had presumed to stretch his hand where none but the prophets 
had hitherto been permitted to intrude > Mahommed replied, that though 
her nearest, in blood, it was her bitterest enemy. Recognizing, however, 
the well known accents of her brother, the apprehensions of Ayaishah 
were speedily dispelled. 
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A.H.XXXVI. jnent of Egypt to Maliommea the son of Abii Bukker ; who was, it secm«, 
^ ^ brother by the same mother of Abdullah Jauffer’s. This measure 2 

Rouzut accordingly carried into immediate ejffect, and the superseded chief A\as 

ussua. constiained to return to Medeinah, loaded with grief and mortificatioii. 
In this state of mind, Hussaun the son of Thaubel, who at the same period 
laboured under some trivial circumstance of discontent with Allv, 
conceived he might venture to assail Keyss with reproaches, for the active 
part which he accused him of having borne, in the conspiracy against the 
lateKhalif; and for which, he averred that his present treatment was not 
more than the retribution which he justly deserved. These reproaches 
the degraded lieutenant retorted with indignation and contempt, chargirg 
the bearer of them, blind as he called him in heart, as well as ej^es, to quit 


his presence without delay, for there was nothing but the consideration of 
that bloodshed which would be the consequence betwixt their respectne 
tribes, to prevent him on the spot fiora relieving his shoulders from 
their burden. In a similar strain, the irritated feelings of Keyss 
were attacked by Mervvaun ; with an effect, however, more decidedly 
unfavourable to the cause which he intended to serve, since it determined 
him to an immediate reconciliation with Ally, whose banners he accord- 
ingly followed to the plains of Seffein ; the imprudent zeal of Mcrwaim 
on this occasion, giving so much uneasiness to Mauweiah, that he subse- 
quently declared, in terms of infinite disapprobation, that had lie sent an 
army of one hundred thousand men toj'oin the standard of his adversniy, lie 
would have done his cause a much slighter injury than it must nou sustain 
from the reconciliation thus precipitated with Keyss 

It appears however, that when Mahommed the son ofAbft Bukker had 
promulgated his letters patent, and seated himself in the govcinincnt of 
Egypt, he proceeded, as if in direct contempt of the example of Ins jire- 
deccssor, to offer to the party professing themselves to be the friends of 
Othman, the choice of two alternatives, either to acknowledge the author- 
ity of Ally without further delay, or qmt the province. J3ut ns tiny 
resorted to the former pretext of being sullered to suspmd thc-ir fealti, 
until affairs should be finally determined, the son of Abu Bukker refuse d 
accede, and immediately detached one of his principal c ominnrirlcisu ,t!i 


to 


1 In V 


such a force as he thought suftic.cnt to compel their suhmi'.oon 
niadc however a brave and resolute defeuee, aud repulsed the ollieer uuh 



227 


The conOict now ceased ; and Ally perceiving that fortune had decidedly A H XXXVI. 
declared ui Ins favor, the first ohject ot Ins attention was to remove Ayaishah A. D. 656. 
from the field of battle to the house of Saflciah, the widow of vVbdullah Rouzut 

the sou of Kholf id Khozzaey, one of those who bad fallen in a personal ussuffS, 
contest with himself in the course of the day. Ilia next care was to with- 
hold Ins followers fiom pitrsumg the fugitnes and to protect the wounded 
from further injury. It w'as then proclaimed that those w'ho laid aside 
their arms, and retired to their houses, should be safe from molestation ; 
and finalU, tbat all property captured from the insurgents, arms and 
horses excepted, should be delivered up and lestored to the proprietors. 

Some one aun'iig Ins adherents objecting to the inconsistency of that species 
of foibearancc, which aflected to spare the property while the blood of the 
Aanqiushcd was so liberally sported with , and further alleging, that, as in- 
fidels, tlu'Y bad forfeited all claim to stirli an exemption from the laws of 
war; Ally denied ibat they were to be considered as infidels, that they 
had rather sought to escape from mfidehtj, however mistaken m the means. 

It was then deminded, if they were not atheists, and to tins be replied, 
that he believed the name of God to be but seldom invoked by the lips of 
on atheist. And being lastly required to declare by what character those 
men were to be mi'Sl properly designated, against whom be bad so recently 
called upon them to take up their arms, be said they were to be consi- 
dered as misguided brethren, unhappily seduced into rebellion. But as a 
t:onclusi\e argument, be desired the person who had thus presumed to 
call lus conduct lu quemlon, to explain upon wdiat principle of law' or 
•decorum it would bejustifi ble to include in the list of bond women, the 
condition to which all capt \GS from a common enemy were indiscrimi- 
nately condemned, that person whom they li id all agreed to distinguish 
by the title of “ Mother of the faithful.” This appears to have silenced 
every caiil, by awakening the more generous spirit of compassion for the 
nnforiunate. 

The battle of the camel is stated, according to the generality of histor- 
ians, to have been fought in the second month of Jummaudi,* of the year 
tlurty-six, and the number of the slam, as far as these statements are to be 

* Corresponding to the month of December, A. D. 656. 
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di'^Q:racc nnd Ids'!. A second dclaclimcnt was marched against them, and A.H.XXXVL 
experienced a ‘Similar discom'ilurc The lieutenant of Egypt now con- A. D. 657. 
cci\ed It expedient, before matters \\crc precipitated to more pernicious Rouzut 
extremities, to report the recent failures to his sovereign , and Ally per- assuffa, 
cci\ mg that he must for tlic present consent to disscmlile v itli his enemiesj 
instructed the son of Abu Bukker to give them no further molestation ; 
until time should furnish an opportunity of acting against them uith a 
bottci assurance of success. Thus rendered sensible by experience of the 
impolicN of immediate coercion, Ally became aware of the prudent fore- 
sight which apjiearcd to govern the conduct of Kc)ss, and of the insidious 
arts In which he had been loo easih led to incur the odious imputation of 
hav.m; requited with disgrace, the services of a faithful minister , and 
he therefore omitted no testimonies to convince him of the sincerity of 
his concern, for having consented to the unjust supersession. At a sub- 
sequent period It vvill be seen, that Mauweiah, when his authority over 
the S\ nans had been confirmed by the inauspicious compromise of arbi- 
tration, found means to emplov a suHicient force in Egypt, to effect the 
dc'^lrucliou of the son of Abu Bukker, and subvert the authority of his 
rival. 

Ill the preceding pages it hath been alroadv noticed, that, upon the 
death of Otlunan, when AIlv became possessed of the throne of Mahom- 
med's successors, many of the citizens of ISIedcinah on a suspicion, either 
real oraflcctcd, that he was deeply implicated m the murder of the third 
of the Khalifs, withdrew into Syria , where, on their arrival, they exerted 
cv cry argument to awaken a spirit of revenge and hostility in Mauweiah^ 
and the denizens of that part of the empire. To this, the bosom of Mau- 
wciah was already suflicicntly predisposed, from a conviction that no rea- 
sonable accommodation could possibly take place between him and Allj’^ ; 
he had therefore the less scruple m immediately and openly declaring 
against the authority of that prince In the mean time his attention was 
unremittingly applied to associate the people of Damascus m his treason- 
able designs against their legitimate sovereign One of those expedients, 
to which he had recourse in order to effect his purpose, was to exhibit 
everj Friday to the people assembled for divine worship at the principal 
mosque, the mutilated hand of Naylah, and the blood stained robes of her 
husband, as the detested proofs of Ally’s sanguinary machinations. AU 



Rouzut 

OKuffa. 


228 

A.H.XXXVI. relied upon, amounfed on the side of Ally to three tliousnnd, and on that 

insurgents to seven thousand men. Among the clnefs who ftll niio 
the hands of the victors, not the least distinguished, was the obnoMoug 
Mervvaun, and with him two sons of the Khahf Oihman, Ainru nndS.wid, 
and Amrh the son of Saeid iil Auss ; all of whom, if the imporlnnitics of 
AumarYausser had been attended to, Ally would have inimedmtely 
condemned to death. An act of sanguinary vengeance, from tlic stain of 
which, however repugnant it proved to the future interests of his cnnsV, 
this Khalif preserved his reputation unblemished ; declaring, that he could 
never prevail upon himself to devote to perish by the sword those, wlio 
though become his prisoners, respected the same Keblah, especially when 
impressed with a sense of contrition for their errors. He further predicted 
to Merw'aun, when brought before him, the accession of Ins children to the 
supreme authority, and the calamities which they were destined to bring 
upon the religion of Mahommed. All which was afterwards too truly 
accomplished in the persons of Abdulmelek and Suliman. JIa\ ing allowed 
himself a short respite after the toils and an.\ietics of the field of battle, 
Ally now entered Bassorali • and proceeding to the principal mo^'pic, tlicic 
publicly offered up his grateful praise to the pure source of all power, after 
which he did not, however, forbear to e.\paiiate vvitli considerable seventy 
of censure on the recent folly of the cni/ons of that place. 

At the expiration of a reasonable interval. Ally, conimuiiicated liy AbdiiN 
lab Abbas first, and subsequently by Maick Ashtur to Avaisliah, Ins 
desire that she would prepare lor her journey to jMcdeiiiaii , winch pro- 
ducing, however, no other effect than mutual reproach and rccnnimation 
between the parlies, and this being a point from winch, for sundry rca -ons 
he found it impossible to recede, he repaired m person to the palace ol ilie 
Benni Haleb, where she resided. Here he was condemn, d to enrountrr 
the bitterest reproaches from the sorrowing relict of Abdullah iht s.in of 
Kliolf, formerlv alluded to; who addressing him as the iinird. rLr of ih. 
prophet’s friends, ardently supplicated lint God Almnhty would inal r hr. 
children fatherless, in the same decree as lu r’s had b. < n r. mlrrr/l v. J.y 
his means. The Khalif made her no other reply, than that if (r pi-'dy 
merited the epithet winch tins lady had thon-lit fit to appiv to him. tlr 
inmates ofihalhousc, poiiUinglo one in winch Abdullah ZoL.iraucI oilr ri 
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AJI.XXXVI. ^hich operated so powerfully upon the indignant ’passions of the Svrian 
warriors, that they solemnly abjured the use of the coofing spring, and the 
Rouzut indulgence of soft repose, until they had avenged the blood of the unoffend- 

nsrufta. ing Oihman. About the same period, Amrh Auss had quitted his retr.-at 
in Palestine, and repaired to Damascus ; and conceiving that the device u as 
capable of being turned to much greater advantage, intimated to Maun ewh 
that he judged ill in exposing these objects too frequently to the public e\e. 
That the robes ofOthman and the hand otNajlah instead of being rtndcred 
cheap by constant exposure^ should be reserved for exhibition on the nmst 
solemn occasions only; and particularly for the day of battle, when ther 
were calculated to produce the most violent effect on the miuds of the 
Soldiery. Of this hint Mauweiah readily availed himself, the sacred 
reliquts being accoidingly deposited m a place of security until one of 
those occasions should occur, on w'hich it might be useful to exhibit them 
5 / view'. 

Of the motives by which Amrft w'as actuated, in espousing the cause of 
the friends of Othman, notwithstanding the recent injuries winch he had 
experienced from the party, it is observed byway of explanation, that when 
the commotions which preceded and produced the death of the late Kha- 
lifat Medeinah were at their height, that chieftain very prudently retired 
into Palestine ; w'here he continued until affairs had terminated m the 
accession of Ally. During his residence in Palestine, he is said to lia^c 
consulted one of the natives of the country, wdio, according to the absurd 
prejudices of those and other times, professed to penetrate into the e\cnt9 
of tutunty, as to the fate of Othman, which he predicted ns it was likely 
to ensue. He further foretold that he should he succeeded by a per'-on 
whose virtues would be without parallel to the end of time, but who should 
notwithstanding, be cut off bj' treason, before he should be able to accom- 
plish the extension of Ins authority to every part ot the empire ; and dint 
the sovereign power w'ou/d then devolve on him who now exercised the 
functions of government in Syria, alluding of course to Mauwcoah. M Inn 
part of this prediction was fulfilled in the death of Oihman, Amru advised 
with his sons Abdullah and Mahommed, the one disimguidied (or hs 
■unsullied virtue, and the other for his undaunted valour, by both of whom 
he had been accompanied into retirement, whether thmr mkn^ts would 
be best promoted bj hastening to the service of Ally oi iMcdtmaJi, or i« 
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of the \\ oundod in the late battle lay cnnecnlcd, would not have been «;o long A.H.XXX'^'T. 
puflVrcd to ‘survive their defeat. Then passing to the apartment of Ayaish- A. D 656. 
nil, he required as a proof that her repentance was sincere, that she would Rouzut 
immedi.iteU prepare for her departure , an alternative against w Inch, he ussuffa, 
assured her there Mas no remedy, as his determination was governed by 
a predieiion of her hubband’h, by whom he had been instructed Nvlien trium- 
phant in the M'ar e\cited against him byoneofhis wives, to send her home; 
that home vas Medeinnli. But whatever were the arguments of 
M Inch hea\ailed himself, or whatever the reluctance of Ayaishali to com- 
ph with his demands, she thought fit at last to consent to lliejourney, her 
brother Mahommed heing seketej as the properest person to conduct her. 

A retinue, composed of some of the women of Bassorah, apparelled as men, 

In direction of Ally, formed a part of the escort, particularly employed m 
attending her person. This circumstance, as the reality continued during 
the iouniey to be w uhheld from her, afiorded a constant subj ‘ct of com- 
plaint , until on her arrival at Medcinah, sliedisco\ered the delicacy of the 
imposture, when she became as liberal m her acknowledgements, as she 
had before shewn herself in her reproaches. 

"With respect to the motives by which Ayaishah was actuated in her 
hostiliiv towards Ally on this and other occasions, it would be unnecessarv, 
with our author, to enter into circumstantial detail. It will be sufficient 
to remark, that by the Khalil himself, when interrogated on this subject, 
her conduct was ascribed priiicip.'Hy to that unappeasable jealousy, with 
which she had ever beheld the afieotionale and iiilimale intercourse, which 
bad subsisted, from the earliest period to the last moment of existence 
betwixt him and her husband, as well as the derided preference with 
W'hich on every occasion, he seemed studious to distinguish him above all 
his associates, not e'cepiing his father in law, the just and virtuous Abh 
Bukker. But there wa‘; one striking circumstance among those which he 
enumeiated, snflicicnt, without exploring for other motiv^es, to produce m 
the breast of a female, less vindictive than Ayaishah, a considerable 
accumulation of animosity and aversion. When on a certain memorable 
occasion,* she had fallen notoriously under the jealous suspicions of the 
prophet on one of his expeditions, and he appeared irresolute as to the 
measures he was to pursue. Ally declared without reserve, that if he 

• Vide Sale’s Koran, Vol. 11. page 188 and following, in the notes 
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jom the Rtnnclnrd of his opponent nt Damascus. They declared, without a.H XXXVI, 
hesitation in favour of Ally, whose superior claims, both in point of descent A. D. 657. 
and personal merit, were, they conceived, sufficiently conspicuous to direct Rouzut 
his choice. After some deliberation, Amr6 proceeded to remark, that ussulfa, 

Ally had, without dispute, the advantage of all his cotemporarics, in as 
much as it must he acknowledged he surpassed them all in splendour of 
talent, and every generous and manly virtue. But there \vas one reflec- 
tion which he found it impossible to disregard, in forming his judgment 
on the occasion. 'I his was, tnat dazzled by the lustre of his own consci- 
ous superiority, Ally seldom condescended to avail himself of the abilities 
of other men. It was therefore not difficult to conceive, that, however 
unremitting in their exertions, to whatever dangers they might be exposed 
in encountering his adversaries, or to w’hatever sacrifices they might sub- 
mit in associating with his friends, the attainment of any object of fair and 
honorable ambition on their part, would continue as remote as ever. To 
this Abdullah rejoined, that the decision of course rested with himself, but 
with him there w'as no question, that an adherence to the cause of Ally led 
to the attainment of eternal happiness, while an allianc6 W'lth Mauweiab 
must finally terminate in error and disappointment. 

Rejecting the salutary counsels of his sons, Amrfi tvas determined by the 
bias of his own unprincipled ambition, to which he w’as probably further 
impelled by a superstitious reliance on the predictions recently adverted 
to : and in pursuance of such resolution, he proceeded immediately to 
Damascus , where, after encountering some further expostulation on the 
part of his family, he was received on his at rival by JV^auw’eiah, w'ho rejoiced 
in this accession of influence, with distinguished respect. His two sons 
he h.id compelled by an exertion of paternal authority to accompany him, 
although nothing could prevail upon Abdullah m particular to reconcile 
himself to the cause w'hich his father had espoused , he even contenrptu- 
ously rejected the presents of Mauweiah, with a stern message to remind 
him, that hew'as but little authorized to display his liberality at the expence 
of the indigent disciples of Issi^m, over whose property he possessed no 
jight of disposal, 

Subsequent to the death of Othman, the province of Jezzeirah, or Upper 
Mesopotamia, comprehending several cities then of considerable strength 
opulence, hrtd, euh?r through the influence of his power or intrigues, 



!a.H,XXXVJ. entertained the slightest doubts as to her fidelity, there rrere women 

substitute in her place. In short he advised him 
Rouzut to separate from her. ’When, on the other hand, after admittino a variety 
ussuTa. -of circumstances which entitled Ally to the highest distinction arnon^ 
Alussulmans, some of those circumstances not the most delicate in the 
world, her followers very naturally <lemanded of Ayaishah u hat then had 
impelled her to espouse the cause of his enemies? She burst into tears, 
'and ascribed her behaviour to that inscrutable destiny, by which all human 
actions are irresistibly influenced to right and wrong. That she nas since 
peifectly sensible of her errors, and that she had now with unfeigned peni- 
tence, submitted to the justice of an offended God. Neither was her con- 
cern in the war of tlie camel, if tliese accounts are to be relied on, e\er 
afterwards spoken of by Ayaishah, without the most sincere and unaflected 
’regret. 

The reduction of Bassorali and its dependencies, being how compleated, 
the government of that proMnce was conferred by Ally upon his faithful 
ikinsman Abdullah Abbas ; at tlie same time, in consideiation of liis sinyu- 
Jar talents, and skill in penmanship^ Zeiaud the son of Semineiaii, 

■better known under the succeeding -authority of IMauweiab, bv the name 
^fZtiaud ben Ommeyah, was appointed to execute the functions of that 
government, as the deputy of Abdullah. On a' former occasion, it will be 
' recollected, that the province of A'emen had already been bestowed i.pcn 
Abdullah Abbas ; Malek Ashtur could therefore not forbear expressing a 
sentiment of -disgust and disappointment, that the labours of the sv\ord 
should be his only lot, while distinction and honors w'ere reserved fur the 
-sons of Abbas. For thm apparent neglect, Malek, under an impube of 
-sudden resentment, quitted the army ; while, on the other hand, appre- 
hensive, that in his present disposition of mind, he might proceed to 
excite commotion, and detach the people of the country from tin ir yet 
precarious allegiance, the Khahfsetoff wdth the utmost expedition, for the 
ptirposeof averting from his cause, the irreparable injury w hich it w a>i)kt l\ to 
sustain from tbedefectionofthisintrepidciueftain. Havingfortuuatelvour- 
takeii, he condescended by the most flattering explanations to coij\ nice him 
-that the most cogent and important reasons could alone hav e operated to pro- 
duce his esciuston from the recent nomination to provmcml governments ; 
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A.H.XX'm submitted to the authority of Mauweiah. Before Ally could, therefore, 
prudently proceed on the enterpnze, which he meditated against the Syrian 
Rouzut territory, it became necessary that he should adopt some means of securing 
wssuffa, himself against any diversion in the former quarter. The Jealous and faith- 
ful JVIalek Ashtur was the person whom he now selected to pieside over, 
and expel the troops of his opponent from that country. The prefecture 
of Harran, the principal town, was held at this period, under Mauweiah, 
by Zohauk the son of Ke^/ss, the Kohrian , and this chieftain, on intelli- 
gence of the approach of Malek Ashtur, dispatched for aid to the inhabi- 
tants.of Rakkah,, a neighbouring city not far from the Euphrates, and 
having received from thence a reinforcement- of choice troops, he marched 
out of Harran to give battle to the invader. He was, however, after an 
obstinate conflict, which continued one whole day,-entirely defeated, and 
driven for shelter within the walls of the city, which was immediately 
invested by the conquerors. To raise ihe siege of Harran, Abdurrailiman 
the son of the celebrated Khaled next advanced at the head of a numerous 
force, consigned to his directions by the lieutenant of Syria ; but Malek 
Ashtur was no sooner apprized of his approach, than be quitted the siege, 
and hastened to meet him. Another seveie conflict ensued, in which 
victory again declared for her favorite Malek Ashtur, who pursued the 
flying enemy until his troops were satiated with slaughter ; when he led 
them straight before Rakkah, to winch he now laid siege. 

While Malek Ashtur was engaged in his operations before this latter 
place, Mauweiah, on intelligence of the disaster which had befallen Ab- 
iurraihman, resolved to equip a third and more powerful army, of which 
he gave the command to Aimen the son of Khozzaim, of the tribe of 
Assud ; whom he directed to join Zohauk the governor of Harran, and with 
united force, after relieving the gainson of Rakkah, to expel the troops of 
Ally in their turn from within the limits of Jezzeirah. Having effected his 
junction with Zohauk with apparent facility, the people of the country 
flocked from all quarters to the standard of Aimen ; so that elated by a 

contemplation of the multitudes by \vhich they were now surrounded, 
the two generals hastened towards Rakkah, in the entire confidence of 
victory. The brave and experienced Ashtur, iinterrified by the bruit of 
superior numbers, decamped from before Rakkah, and resolutely led Ins 
squadrons to meet the enemy. After a third most desperate conflict 
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that the ad vantage of his personal scr\Mces could notbe dispensed with in that A.H.XXXVI, 
arduous enterpnze, \Nlnch he had in immedmle contemplation, against the A.D.656. 
h.uighiv Mauueiah, and the abettors of his ambitious projects in Syria ; Rouzut ' 
and for this, he accordingly oftered to invest him on the spot with the chief ussuffii, 
and exclnsnc command of the army ; with the entire confidence, by the 
aid of those talents and exertions, of which he had ex'perienced such 
repeated prools, of bringing the aflairs of his empire to the roost speedy 
and prosperous issue. Easily won over by these assurances, Malrk Ash- 
tur ns readily apologized for his abrupt departure, and having been thus 
entirely reconciled to lus patron, he accompanied him to the city of 
Kufah ; for Inch, as the future metropolis of his government, Ally had 
already left Eassorah on the firtcenlh of iludjub-,* having long since deter- 
mined never more to retisit Medeinah. 


of January, A. D. 657. 



541 


victory still adhered to the standards of Ally, and the Syrians, disgracefully A.H.XXXVI. 
overthrown, fled in the utmost dismay towards Damascus, leaving the A. D. 657. 
whole country at the discretion of the conqueror, by whom it was pillaged Rouzut 

and laid waste without merc^q wherever he found that the natives were assuffi. 

adverse to the authority of his sovereign. These signal successes appear to 
ha\e rendered Malek Ashtur complete master of the territory between the. 

Tigris and Euphrates m this quarter ; an event of which he did not fail to 
adopt the speediest means to convey the intelligence to the Khalif atKufah. 

The repeated confirmation which had reached this prince, on recent as 
■nell as former occasions, with respect to the determined hostilit}' of Mau- 
weiah, had long since induced him to assemble round his person, all the 
chief members of the community of Isslani who acknowledged themselves 
in a state of allegiance to his authorit 3 \ And he now, in presence of a 
general assembly of the people, after expatiating, with alt the eloquence 
which was natural to him, on the dark and malignant falsehoods by which 
the Syrians had been seduced to declare against him, proceeded to describe 
from the letters of Malek Ashtur, the unsuccessful exertions which had 
been made to oppose his authoiity m Jezzeirah, and, that not j^et suffi- 
ciently admonished by his repeated and disgraceful discomfitures, the 
ambitious Mauweiah was again assembling the whole force of his province, 
for the express purpose of an immediate and direct attack on the person of 
him whom they had chosen for their sovereign. However, lest any means 
should be left unexplored, by which this misguided man might yet be 
brought to reflect on the fatal tendency of his designs, he had it m contem- 
plation, with their concurrence, to address the haughty Mauweiah by 
letter immediatel}^ from himself ; in the hope that he should still be able 
to avert the mischiefs which otherwise impended, by awakening m the 
mind of his antagonist a just compunction for the past unwarrantable hos- 
tilities. This equitable proposal on the part of the Khalif, was received 
with general applause, with an expression of entire confidence in the jus- 
tice and wisdom of his views, and the unanimous assurance of the assembly 
that the dictates of his authority would ever experience from them a spirit 
of obedience, not less dutiful than had been shewn to the ordinances of 
the prophet himself. After some further deliberation, a letter, m the fol- 

2I 
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CHAP. VII. 

*13 EFORE we enter more immediately into the subject of the war againsf 
X-/ Mauweiah, it becomes necessary to pursue the course of the narrative 
in describing some of the methods put in practice by that artful pnnce, in 
order to enlarge the circle of his power; already rendered formidable by on 
authority long since uncontrouled in Syria, and by the character and 
influenceof many distinguished individuals, whom the circumstances of the 
death ofOthraan had either attached to his cause, or placed under his pro- 
tection. It would appear, that when Obeidullah the son ofSaudSurrudje 
quitted Egypt, in order to defend the person of his sovereign, while 
besieged in hiS palace at Medeinah, the government of his province seems 
to have devolved on Mahomnied the son of Abb Khozzeifah , the latter one 
of the martyrs in the war against Mosseylemab. It will also he recollected, 
that on his accession to the Khelaufut, the government of Egypt had been 
conferred by Ally onKeyss the sonofSaud Ebbaudah ; and it remains to state, 
that previous to the arrival of this latter to take possession, Amru Auss had 
been employed by Mauweiah, either to seduce or circumvent the son of 
Abb Khozzeifah ; whose person, at a conference near Cairo, to which, 
under the most friendly pretext he had been invited, he treacherously 
seized upon, and immediately conveyed into Syria. Plere he cnntiinied 
for some time a prisoner in irons ; but the consort of Mauweiah, being, as 
it happened an uncle’s daughter, he received from her, concealed in a sir- 
vice of victuals, a file, with which he removed his fetters, and succeeded in 
effecting his escape. This proved, however, the means of hastening his 
death ; for being shortly afterwards pursued, and discovered in a cave to 
which he had fled for shelter, he was immediately put to the sw’onl by the 
officers of Mauweiah, lest the same influence of consanguinity might again 
pperatc to rescue him from his fate. 
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.H.XXXVI. lowing terms, was accordingly prepared hy the pen. of Ally “From 

servant of God, and commander of the faithful, to Mauweiah 
Jlouzut “ the son of his kinsman * It behoves thee to be apprized, that when the 
vssufTii. “ two distinguished orders, the coexiles and assistants of the prophet, at 
Medeinah, had pledged their allegiance to my authority, it became 
♦‘equally binding on thee, however absent from the spot, to submit to that 
‘‘authority, since those, w^ho from an impulse entirely voluntary, thus 
♦‘ united for my elevation, w'ere precisely the same persons that, on former 
“ occasions, decided for the supremacy of jny predecessors, Abh Bukker, 
“ Omar, and Othman : but when it is moreover considered, that even the 
“body of those present, exclusively of the two distinguished ordere just 
“ mentioned, were withheld from taking any share in the proceedings, 
“ much less, could those who were absent be authorized to dispute such 
“ elevation. ^Yith regard to the death of Othman, that is a difficulty not 
“ easy to explain ; those who profess to give information on such a subject, 
“ are as blind men ; and those who receive it, must consent to be included 
♦‘ among the d6af. Peradventure, the authors of his destruction were those 
“ by w'hom his conduct was criminated, and the party who stood forth m 
“ his defence were doubtless influenced by a generous attachment for the 
“ person of the unhappy monarch, tlowever, to shorten the argument, 
“ the unanimous concurrence of every class of that society, of which, 
“ although absent, thou art a member, in subscribing to my elevation, should 
“ have taught thee to reflect, that the man who persists in opposing bim- 
“ self to power thus lawfully constituted, widely transgresses the sacred 
boundaries of truth and justice, and stands confessed, the abettor of his 
“ own detriment and dishonor ; while he, who prudently abstains from 
“ every proceeding of a tendency to treason and hostility, must be allowed 
“ to consult his real and substantial welfare. At all events, propriety 
“demands that on this subject, thou shouldst freely furnish me with the 
“conclusions which have prevailed in thy own mind. Farewel." 

Hejauje Jhe son of Orreiab, the ansaur, the person selected for the 
conveyance of this letter, proceeded without delay toDamascus; and hav- 
ing on his arrival obtained admission to the presence of Mauweiah, appears 

* Accordingly as the onginal word which is here thus rendered, is wntten mth either S, 
it may signify, the desert, orrelaUve. the latter has been adopted, as most consistent 

in an address, the professed object-of which is supposed to be copcxhation. 
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to have dischafged his trust, if indeed any such objects could have been A H.XXXVI, 
seriously proposed by the transmission of such a letter, m a manner but A. D 657. 
ill calculated to promote the purposes of peace and concdiation. In the Rouzut 
course of that conference which took place on the occasion, and probably iissuffa. 
in remarking on the aflected zeal expressed by IMauueiah, to avenge the 
death of Othman, the envoy of the Khahf could not be restrained from 
demanding With some appearance of justice, and m a tone of reproach, if 
he was not one of those men, whom, in the hour of distress, the murdered 
monarch had implored for aid against the tumultuous factions which sur- 
rounded him ; but whom, in contempt of every obligation, they basely 
abandoned to his fate. Enraged at a freedom of speech, perhaps so little 
expected, jMauweiah commanded him to quit his presence and leave 
Damascus immediately ; for after such a specimen of arrogance, he was 
not to indulge himself with the expectation, of being the bearer of either 
letter or message from him; this was reserved for a servant of his own, 
who should be close upon his footsteps. Hejauie accordingly quitted 
Damascus with some precipitation, and returning to Kiifah, communicated 
to his sovereign the circumstances of what had passed between him and 
the lieutenant of Syria. 

The determined animosity thus manifested to the world, by the dis** 
mission of Allj’s messenger without a reply, afibrded to Wulleid the son 
of Aukkebah, a degieeof malignant satisfaction, which he did not pretend 
to disguise \ and he accordingly gave a loose.to his long smothered hatred, 
by wilting to Mdu\^eIah an epistlej in which he stimulated him by everj’’ 
argument of ambition and revenge, to prosecute his hostile designs against 
the rightful successor Of the prophet. The countenance which he received 
from this personage) appears to have removed from the mind of Mauweiah 
every remaining trace ot compunction ; and in the plenitude of the exulta- 
tion, occasioned by this circumstance) he determined by the method in 
which he acknowledged the receipt of the Khahfs letter, to evince the 
utter derision and contempt, in which he held his advances. For this 
purpose, he caused two slips of parchment of extraordinary length, to be 
joined together, and having folded them up, and sealed them, without 
the insertion of a single word, he dispatched the curious packet to K^^fah, 
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give him anj^ serious concern, since, though he might be able to elude his A.H.XXX"^ 
pursuit, he was not capable of doing him an injury of any magnitude, A. D 657. 
Neither did he conceive the indications on the part of the Greek emperor Rouzut 
of much greater importance, since it would be always in his power to ussufEi. 
purchase the forbearance of that prince, by the enlargement of such of his 
subjects as were in captivity in the Syrian territory. But, in his piind, 
the difficulty which demanded his most serious consideration, was that 
which arose from the contest in w'hich he w'as about to be engaged with 
the son of Abutauleb ; to whom in point of blood and affinity,^ as well as 
in personal qualifications of every kind, the w'hole w'orld seemed disposed 
to assign a decided superiority over him, “ And jet” replied Mauweiah, 

“ he could favor the death of Othman , could stimulate the sedition to 
“ which he fell a sacrifice ; could bring about the dispersion of his friends, 

“ and trouble the pure draught of harmony w'lth the noxious weeds of 
“ envy and malevolence. His precedence in Isslam and his consanguinity 
“ w ilh the noblest of the human race,” rejoined Amrfi, are, notwithstand- 
“ ing advantages to w'hich thou hast no pretensions.” “ All this may be 
“ \eryjust,” said Mainveiah, “ and may be so blazoned to the public , and 
“ \et, with all thy boasted claims to propinquity, and superior sagacity, I 
“ think, if I were so disposed, I am not without sufficient comprehension 
“ of mind to make a dupe of e\en Amrft.” “I am no stranger” added 
Amra, “ to thy genius for deception, nor to the varied resources of thy 
“ craft ; how'ever, while I ha^e thee in my eye, and am aware of thy 
“ intentions, I also think I can venture to challenge the utmost exertion 
“ of thy arts.” To this, Mauw'eiah declined giving any direct or immedi- 
ate answ'er, but having for some time engaged his attention on a different 
subject, he suddenly requested that he would allow' him to whisper a 
secret of the very first importance in his ear, Amrfi, without the smallest 
suspicion, inclined his head, when Mauweiah seized him by the ear with 
his teeth, and demanded, if, for once, he would not confess that he had 
been completely outw'itted , since, as there was no one present but them- 
selves, the precaution was entirely superfluous, and his simplicity the 
more egiegious, 

Mauweiah then desired that this species of discourse might be discon- 
tinued, and that he w'ould henceforth cordially unite with him to remove 
Ally out of the way, and so render themselves masters of the world. 
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A.H.XXX\ I. ''illi this simple supersenpljon, “From i^Iauweiah the son of 4biSoffev 

the son orAbutanieb,”‘by aperson of the tnbe of 4ii” 
Hnn/ui ^^lIOm ho sclect(‘(i ns ucll for Ins singular audacity, as uncommon powei^ 
u=sule.. of elocution, charging him at the same time u uh the delivery of a verbal 
message to his competitor. 

Tlie arr'nal of this man filled the inhabitants oflviifah with extraondinar^ 
c.Npcciations, and a \ariety of conjectures, regarding the object of his 
mission. Being conducted to the presence of Ally, and liaMng announced 
himself a messenger from iMauueiah, he produced the singular scroll 
of uhicli he nas the bearer. On its production, the assembly nere at 
first iinjircsscd uitii an idea, that the Syrians had ackno^\ lodged the author- 
ity of Ally, and that the packet contained the names of such as had 
pledged ilieir allegiance to him . their surprise and disappointment may 
therefore be uell conceived when, on disclosing the packet fold after fold, 
jl jircsi'nted nothing more than a slip of paper entirely blank. "When Ally 
proceeded, upon tins, to demand if he had nothing to communicate uith 
icspcct to the disposition of the Syrians ; the messenger declared id reply, 
that of e\er> denomination, therenere fifty thousand men assembled about 
the robes of Othman, m hose cheeks and beards had never been dry from 
tears ; nay, ^\ hose ej es had never ceased from weeping blood, both da}"- 
and night, from the hour of that prince’s atrocious murder; that they had 
d^a^\n ihcir swords w ilh a solemn pledge never to return them to the 
scabbard, nor cease from mourning, until they bad extirpated all concerned 
m that detested transaction , that this sentiment was raised to such a 
pitch, that they left it as a solemn bequest to their descendants, to prose- 
cute their \engeance to the last extremity , that the very mothers taught 
]t as a lesson, and instilled it as the earliest principle into the minds of 
their infant offspring, that they were to revenge the blood of Othman. 
And in short, that the execrations hitherto confined to the common ^enemy 
of the’ human race, w'erenow transferred by the Syrians to the murderers 
of that lamented prince. Here, Ally desiring to be informed to whom they 
pretended to ascribe the deed, by which this load of odium had been 
incurred, w^as told by the messenger, that he himself was one; on which, 
the Khahfs endurance being pretty w^eJI exhausted, he indignantly 
exclaimed, “Dust m thy throat, presumptuous miscreant what share had I 
*»in the guilt of Othman’s death?” One of the Beunf Aiss, who was 
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A.H.XXXVI, Aimh persisted however in maintaining tliat the barter or his eternal 
3- 'velfare, for the mere prospect of temporal advantage, was Mnth him an 

Habeib obstacle not to be easily surmounted ; while it uas manifest to all men, 

«sseyr. that an alliance with him m the hostilities which he was meditating against 

Aliy, must inevitably teimmate in the most disgraceful and disastrous 
issue. But if, after all, circumstances should ultimately compel him to 
associate with Mauweiah, It appeared but reasonable that the latter should 
make some considerable exertion to gratify ai^ promote his uislies, as a 
balance to these obvious hazaids. Mauweiah observed, that he did not 
feel the smallest repugnance to gratify him to the utmost extent of hia 
views, which he accordingly requested he would freely explain. Amru, 
without further hesitation, -avowed, ^that when Egypt and its dependencies 
should be subjugated, the summit of his ambition was to be put in posses- 
sion of that province. Mauweiah here demanded, how he could be 
expected to relinquish the province of Egypt, a country not inferior to 
Irak Itself, to which Amru replied, that when he was master of the whole 
world, the territory of the Nile was surely not too much to fall to Ins 
share. Mauweiah, for the present however, declined giving him any 
positive answer on the subject, and here the conference broke off. hut 
the result of the interview being communicated to his brother, it drew 
upon him the severe censure of the latter, who ridiculed the absurdity of 
his scruples, in neglecting to secure, at any price, the friendship of such 
a man as Amru, whose policy, whose wisdom, and solidity of judgment, 
were not to be surpassed by any one of the age in which he lived ; much 
more so at the hazard of a vague promise, \’ihich. in all probability, it would 
never be in his power to fulfil. The hint conveyed by this last suggestion, 
did not escape the intelligence of Mauweiah ; the next day he procured 
another interview with Amru, at which, after loading him with caresses, 
he did not fail to gratify him with the promise he seemed so ardently to 
desire, and which he new confirmed by a written contract, subscribed by 
all the Syrian nobility. 

The friendship between these trvo personages being thus established on, 
the solid foundation of reciprocal interest, the last expedient put in prac- 
tice by Mauweiah, in order to indurate the hearts of the Syrians in tin ir 
animosity against Ally, was to engage the influence of their national clntr, 
Sherjeil the son of Semmet, the Kendian, whom, at the instance of Aniru, 
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also present in the assembly, but whose breast glowed with far other sen- A.H.XXXYI. 
timents than those ^^hlch issued from the lips of his countiyTOan, now A. D 657. 
called out from among the croud, addressing himself to the messengers Rouzut 
that such a bciiifr as he ^^as, reflected but little credit on the discrimi- ussuflEfc, 
nation of Mauweiah, \\ ho could employ so contemptible a wretch as 
the organ of his communications , that nothing could be more vile and 
detestable, than the language to which his slanderous tongue had dared to 
gi\e utterance: or be a parallel to that audacity, with which he had 
attempted to intimidate the exalted and princely Ally, and the illustrious 
associates of the prophet’s glory, by the alleged assemblage of a banditti of 
idiots about the robesofOthman , which, after all,wereno more the raiments 
of Joseph, than the tears on winch he had expatiated so efiectedly, were 
the tears of Jacob. But if his master meditated w'ar against the legitimate 
so\ereign of the believers, there was here but one opinion of the issue; 
for that the arm of an almighty providence would in all exigencies be 
assuredly extended for the support and protection of Ally, and would 
never fail to give him the victory over all his rebellious adversaries. 

At this conjuncture, perceiving that some of his attendants w’ere pro- 
ceeding to use V lolence against the messenger, Alh interposed his authority, 
observ ing. that w ith the wise and good, the person of an ambassador would 
ever be sacred from injury. '\^'hich instance of unexpected magnanimity, 
though in Itself nothing very marvellous, seems to have operated like the 
influence of magic on the messenger of Mauvveiah, who immediately stood 
up, and addressing himself to the Khalif, now declared, that to the present 
moment, misled by the odious terms in which he was uniformly spoken of 
bj the' Syrians, he had ever held him in the bitterest enmity ; havnng hovv- 
ev er at last tasted the happiness of seeing and conversing with him , having 
been a w itness to his fascinating eloquence , but abov^e all, to this instance 
ofsubstantial and unparalleled clemency, there was hence forward none upon 
earth to wdiom he should bear a more faithful or aflbctionate attachment. 

He was now thoroughly convinced of the abyss of error in which the 
Syrians were immerged, and of the truth and rectitude of that path which 
was measured by his footsteps, and those of his followers. He then 
solemnly sw'ore, that for the future he w'ould, voluntarily, nev^er separate 
from the person of Ally, nor ever acknowledge the authority of any other 
sovereign to his prejudice ; and concluded, by repeating some lines com- 



he had now imited to Damascus ; and upon whom, during his journey, A.fl.XXXVI. 
he contrived to impose the belief, by the discourses of certain of his A. D 657. 
adherents placed at proper intervals on the route, that Ally -had at least Rouzut 
openl} countenanced, if indeed, by his intrigues to stimulate the perpetra- ussufF^.* 
tors, he was not the principal cause of the murder of Othman. So that 
MTOUght upon by these impressions, Sherjeil on his arrival at Damascus 
publicly declared to ISIauweiah, that if, what he had heard from so many 
individuals, whose \eracity he could not suspect, were to be depended 
on, and he (ISIauiveiah) submitted to acknowdedge the authority of the 
^on of Abutauleb, he would immediatel}' drive him out of Syria. To this 
the craft> Mauweiah replied, b^^ demanding, how he could possibly be 
suspected of entertaining sentiments in any degree hostile to those, with 
whom h,s interests w'ere so closely identified, and than wdiom he possessed 
no other source of refuge or protection ^ But wdien Sherjeil proposed, m 
the ardour of resentment and indignation at the suspected guilt of Ally, 
that Jerreir, who w'as still nt Damascus, should be immediately dismissed ■■ 
to communicate to his sovereign the united and hostile resolution of the 
S\Tians, Mauw’eiah suggested the expediency of delaying his ultimate 
dispatch, until Sherjeil should have employed the influence, w'hichhe was^ 
known to possess throughout every partof Syria, to prevail upon the inha- 
bitants to sw'eai fealty to, and unite with him m avenging the blood of 
Othman, upon Ally and his adherents. 

In concurrence w'lth this intimation, Sherjeil accordingly made a circuit 
of the whole province, representing the conduct of Ally in the odious 
colours w'liich suited the designs of the party whose cause he had espoused; 
he persuaded them, that after w’ading through the blood of his murdered 
sovereign, to the usurpation of all the provinces of Isslara, that of Syria 
alone excepted, the son of AbCitauleb w'as now also prepanng ta extend 
his usurpations hither, and w'as advancing at the bead of an army inured 
to lapine, for the express purpose of exterminating the unoffending inha- 
bitants. At such a crisis, he proceeded to assure them, that the only 
person he could point out, as, by his power and abilities, best qualified to 
oppose the danger, was Mauweiafi , and after urging every argu- 
ment which he eould invent for the purpose, he concluded by averring, 
that their salvation absolutely depended on their associating to avenge the 
blood of their injured sovereign. By these and similar statements he so fav 
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A.H.XXXVI. pnncd on the ppot, which implied tlie departure of the cxemted Mnuweinh 
~ rectitude, and the steadiness of Ally to the principles of 

Rou^ut thetruefailh. These circumstanceswerespeedily conveyed to the lieutenant 

osufTA, ofDamascus, and affected him with equal surprise and mortification j 
neither did he forbear to express his regret that he had been induced, by 
a consideration of his talents and eloquence, to employ a man, who Us 
capable of furnishing such important information to his antagonist, and 
whose industry would doubtless, be exerted to aggravate those animosities, 
winch, m a degice sufficiently inveterate, alieady subsisted on either side. 

However, when he found that the return of his ambassador was no 
longer to be expected, Mauweiah next chose fiom among the natives of 
Arabia Felix then resident at Damascus, a certain religious fanatic or 
devotee, for the purpose of conveying to Ally a letter, conceived in the 
following offensive terms i •' When the supreme being selected his chosen 
“ prophet from among the best of mankind, he gave him also from the 
“ flower of Arabia, those whom he bad destined for his auxiliaries in the 
“ divine mission, of which he was the agent. Of these, the prophet’s 
immediate successor, the nghteous Abu Bukker, was, without dispute* 

“ the wisest as well as the most virtuous. Next in succession, followed 
the sagacious Omar, and the martyred Othman ; all of whom, it appears 
“ to have been the object of thy undeviating study* to impede and embar- 
“ ras in every measure. But thy malevolence towards the latter, seems to 
“ have surpassed thy jealousy of the former, lu the same degree as it was 
“ thy lot to be more closely united wuth him by the ties of consanguinity. 

His most virtuous actions were by thee exhibited in the garb of the most 
“ odious criminality , and after exciting, by thy devices, a barbarous con- 
spiracy against his authority, it was left for thee to tear asunder the 
bonds of nature, and basely abandon him to the most cruel assassination, 

“ in the verj'^ quarter of thy own immediate residence. Of thy withhold* 

“ ino- from thy injured relative that assistance, which the united obligations 
" of duty and of blood solemnly demanded, we seek no stronger proof than 
that the very authors of the atrocious parncide are at this moment 
‘‘ retained among the most distinguished members of thy court. To 
« remove the foul suspicion, it is therefore incumbent on thee, and I 
« solemnly require at thy hands the immediate surrender of the murderem 
« of their sovereign, that the retribution which they have so justly merited, 
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4l.Ht3CXXVT. succeeded in Qlisleading his credulous countrymen, that thcv \icldecltd 

the delusion, and having made every necessary preparation foi war, 

Rouzut anxiously expected their final orders to join the standard of iM.unvfiah! 

>JSRpira. And It was after the co-operation of the Syrians had been thus Ir^e^ocabIy 

secured, that Jerreir was dismissed for Kufah, nith the definitive reply 

already noticed in a preceding page. 

On his return from this fruitless legation, Jerreir was again exposed to 

the most violent animadversions on the part of Malek Ashtur; who did 

Rot hesitate to ascribe its unsuccessful issue to his egregious credulity, 

^ end his entire misapprehension of the importance of the negociation so 

unadvisedly entrusted to his management ; at tlie same time he ven' 

• 

, boldly expressed his conviction to the Khalif, that had his choice on the 
occasion fallen on himself, the matter would have terminated ^er> difior- 
ently ; for that he would either have taken MauA^elah by the throat, niul 
so brought the dispute to a conclusion by the most summary of all proces- 
ses ; or, at all events, have so exposed the character of that of tie 

devoiirer ofliearlSi as should forever have dispossessed him of the mfluenco 
which he appeared to have so unworthily established over theSyr/nn«. 
In vindication of his conduct, Jerreir as confidently asserted, that so far 
from the success w'lth which Malek Ashtur had so modestly flattered limi- 
self, his negociation would, with much greater probability, have terminated 
in his falling a sacrifice to the vengeance of the Syrians, by whom he was 
considered a principal m the assassination of Othman. Tlie altercation 
continued with some warmth, particularly on the side of Malek Ashtur, 
who persisted in his assertion, that the mission had failed through tlic 
credulity and mismanagement of the envoy, w’hom he again stated to Ij.uo 
been grossly overreached by the subtile devices ofMauw'eiah; neither did 
he entirely acquit him of indulging a secret attachment for tliat prince, 
eince he could no otherwise account for his studied representations of the 
unanimity of the Syrians m the hostile designs against the legitimate nullior- 
ityofAlly; while by exaggerated reports of the numbers and strt 
the adverse party, he embraced every opportunity of exciting nl'rn 
Here Jerreir could no longer forbear interrupting him by a drmnrul win 1^'' 
did not undertake the journey himself, and establish these boast, drlnm- 

to superior talents, by something more than bare and arrogant ^ 

Gn which Alalck observed tJiat the matter had been socomplotf inarr o 
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mn> l)c returned into their o\\ n bosoms. If not, there remnins between A.HXXXVI . 
“me nnd thee, no other nllcrnnti\c thnn the sword. For it bchoNCs thee A. D.Gi; 
“to know, tint 1 nr\crrcn*:c to pursue the nssassins of Othman, by pouzut 
“‘:('aan(l In land, that I wdl ne\cr taste rcpo-JC until I shall either have u^tuffa. 

“ nccomplnln d their destruction, or fallen a victim to my just revenge.” 

Such was the epistle which Mauweiah conceived himself warranted m 
addrcssinET to the established chief of his faith, and of which his ambassador 
adventured himself to be the bearer to Kufali To the latter, liow’evcr, the 
e\tmordinar\ sanctity of his character, exclusive of Ally’s sacred regard 
for the law of nations, was a sunicient pledge of safety; and he was 
accordinclv received on his arrival with every mark of kindness and liber- 
ality. At the fip't public conference to which he was admitted, he bore 
amide nnd voluntary tesiimonv to the transcendent quahfieations of person 
and mind, which pne to the princely Ally a claim to the sovereignty, far 
ahov c that of any of his competitors But he also knew, that the unofiend- 
ing Othman had bien the victim of injustice, which was the argument on 
which Mauweiah rested lus cause. The perpetrators of the murder were 
suflcrcd, moreover, not only to reside within the walls of his palace, but 
even composed a principal part of Ally’s court. Kev crlhclcss, if he could 
prevail upon himself to deliver up to punishment the persons of these 
obnoxious individuals, every pretext for litigation and hostility would be 
immediately and entirely removed. To this the Khahf replied, that he 
had fell himself disposed to give him full credit for superior sagacity' and 
every endowment of the understanding; but he must be allowed to demand 
w hat sort of being Mauweiah conceived himself, that the authors of the 
death of Othman should be placed at his discretion > Perhaps it would 
be more becoming in him to unite with the associates nnd protectors of the 
prophet’s exile, in acknowledging that just and legitimate authority from 
which he had so long withheld lus due submission. The friends and 
family of Othman might then be regularly' assembled, and an opportunity 
furnisncd to establish their accusations, against such as they affirmed to 
have participated m the guilt of his death ; and a just and rightful Khahf 
would not fail to detennine between them and the accused, according to 
the dittates of iheir holy law. A.t the expiration of a few day's, the legate 
was suflered to take his departure for Damascus, and shortly afterwards an 
envoy on die part of Ally followed with his reply to the letter of Mauweiah: 
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either through his folly or corruption, that the skill or exertion of any 
other could be now of no avail. At this, Jerreir appearing considerably 
embarrassed, his accuser proceeded to. declare that it only required the 
Khalifs permission to place him and some othei-s equally entitled to con- 
fidence, in sufficient secant}', until such time as the contest with Mauweiah 
should have been brought to a conclusion. Not a little enraged at such 
treatment, Jerreir, the same night, left Khfah without permission, and 
with part of his family retiied towards Kerkessia, probably the town of 
that name which lies on the Euphrates. 

While the practices of Mauweiah had been in some respects extensively 
successful m adding to the strength of his party, and detaching from that 
of his antagonist, there ^\ereothels m which he experienced very mortify- 
ing failures. Of these he appears to have been expressly forewarned by 
the admonitions of Amru, particularly with respect to the citizens of 
Medemah, whom he described under three classes, from neither of which 
it was reasonable to expect any substantial support. First were those 
who had long since engaged in the service of Ally, which they were not 
very likely to relinquish on a simple invitation from Mauweiah, although it 
was very possible by such a proceeding to render their attachment to their 
acknowledged sovereign, the stronger and more indissoluble. The next 
were the remnant of the friends of Othman, so humbled, and so totally 
destitute of resources, as to make it of very little importance m the affairs 
of this life, whether they were friends or foes. And thirdly, he adverted to 
those ho had withdrawn from society, and who appeared to regard the 
future welfare of their souls, as depending on a total unconcern with the 
disputes of either party. Of course, a letter from Mauweiah was not 
much calculated to produce any movement, or change of sentiment, among 
persons of such a description. But if, notwithstanding what he could urge 
to the contrary, Mauw’eiah still conceived it advisable to open a correspon- 
dence With Medemah, it behoved him to bew'are, that, though no advantage 
'should arise, it might not at all events be productive of any injury to 
his cause. 

In the letter, w’hich, according to the resolution to which he determined 
to adhere, Mauweiah addresses to the citizens of Medemah, we find him 
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A.fl.XXXVr. which flq cnnfliderably abridged, we sliall insert substantially* in the words 

Hnbc’ib iisseyr. 

Hnbcib “ I have received thy letter, and cannot forbear remarking, that all thou 
« hast thought fit to communicate With regard to Mahommed, that most 
c^cclIcnt of created beings, Avliose virtues must be known to the extre- 
mities of the east and west, and to the character of his distinguished 
“ successors, is already too clear to need the rehearsal of thy pen. To me 
“ indeed it is only matter of surprise, Mauweiah, that in all this marvellous 
“ detail, thou hast cautiously avoided the most distant hint at the trans- 
“ cendent mercies of God, cxliibitcd towards myselfand the other members 
“of the prophet’s immaculate family. Thy panegyric upon others, I can- 
“ not perhajis describe more properly, than that it would be just as profit- 
“ able to carry dates to Hidjer, or onions to Kermaun. But m truth, I 
“sliould bo glad to be informed what object all tins superfluous recital is 
“seriously intended to produce. It cannot surely have entered thy brain, 

“ tliat the son of Abbtaulcbcan ever have forgotten the numberless virtues 
“of the immortal iMilstafla. What can it possibly avail thee to expatiate 
on the spotless character of Abii Bukker ^ What advantage or what 
“ lustre does it shed on thee, if Abb Bukker and Omar were good, and 
“ wise, and great ^ If AbA Bukker acquired the appellation of righteous 
“ or faithful, he derived it from the testimonies which he truly bore to the 
“ unrivalled pre-eminence of my family m the advancement of the faith, 
“and to the ignorance and refractory spirit of our adversaries. With 
“ respect to Omar, is it necessary for me to remind thee, that he established 
“ his claim to the honorable appellation of the “ discerning” by discrimi- 


“ nating for Mosslems the important distinction between truth and error: 
“ and if we are again constrained to refer to the name of Othman, doubt- 
“ less, if his intentions were just and virtuous he will enjoy his reward ; 
“ but whether or not, such is the boundless ocean of divine goodness, that 
“ we cannot despair of his reception to mercy. Again, I ask thee, son of 
“ Jlinda, what can be thy design in dwelling with such ostentatious zeal 
“ on these illustrious names ? Am I constrained to remind thee, that the 
‘‘ repudiated, and the offspring of the repudiated are both pronounced to 
be in a state of reprobation ; and that the descendants of the reprobate 
“ have been proscribed from interfering in the concerns of the companions 
■“ and coadjutors of our immortal prophet ? It would become thee better, 
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A.H.XXXAa. reiterate the accusations against Ally, of his participation in the conspiracr 
A^D_^ against Othman, and of his having subsequently entertained the conspira- 
Ronzut tors among the principal members of his court and government. That he 
ttssuSa, himself, as the nearest kinsman of Othman, "was preparing to avenge his 
death, and m order to bring the murderers to justice, to demand from Ally 
the surrender of the delinquents ; with which, if he complied, his person 
should be safe from injury. That the question of sovereignty might then 
be referred to a committee of electors, on thesj’stem recommended by the 
illustrious authority of Omar. In the mean time that the object of his 
calling their attention to these particulars, was to apprize them of his deter- 
mination to commence immediate hostilities against Ally, m the event that 
he should still persist m protecting the assassins ; and to invite all among 
the good people of Medeinah that continued to cherish thememory of their 
injured sovereign, to hasten without delay to join the standard of j\lau- 
weiah. To this, as well as to other letters of a similar import, ^\hich he 
had transmitted about the same period to Abdullah the son of Omar, to 
Saud-e-Wokauss, and to Mahommed the son of Alusslemah the ansaur, he 
received such replies as were equally mortifying and unfavourable to ins 
views. 

The son of Omar, whom it is said he was induced to address at the 
instance of his brother Obaidullah the executioner of Hormfizan, testified 
in his answer his astonishment m particular, that Mauweiah should presume 
to urge him with a solicitation, which tended to imbrue his hands in the 
blood of the prophet’s companions, in mere conformity to the dictates of 
his own will, and m prosecution of his own ambitious projects, under the 
too palpable pretext of avenging the blood of Othman. If, in secluding 
himself from the world, Mauweiah had been led to imagine that he was m 
any degree actuated by a spirit of animosity towards Ally, he was most 
grossly deceived • on the contrary, if there was an inducement sufficiently 
strong to prevail upon him, m any circumstance, to draw his sword in the 
contest which had destroyed the peaceofhis countrymen, hewas influenced 
by the strongest private motives to support the just pretensions of that 
exalted and distinguished prince, in the ranks of whose adversaries, God 
forbid, that ever he should be numbered. Of that illustrious mortal, n hose 
pre-eminence ^^as as far beyond any thing to vhich Mauueiah could 
aspire, as his station on earth, and his merit in Isslam were more conspi- 
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‘^to restrain tlivself witliin the limits of lliy condition; to check that AHXXXVf, 
“o\cr-\\ccmng ambition which hath urged thee to obtrude thyself into A. D. 657. 
‘‘matters in \^hIch thou art m no respect qualified to interpose. For my Rouzut 
“ o\\ n part, 1 can' w itli con‘?cious pride appeal to the foundation of all good, usjulft, 

‘‘ whether among the J\lo/iaii/ef and Ainanr I am not entitled to the same 
“c\alted pre-eminence, as the divine MhstaflTa possessed over all the pro- 
phets. Am 1 to believ'c it possible that thou shouldst be blind to the 
“ superior glory of my kindred m the catalogue of the martyrs^ hlust I 
“ bring to thy recollection the names of my couzm Obaidah the son of 
“Hareth, who bled m the field of Beder,of my uncle Hamzah the prince 
“ of martyrs, who fell at Ohnd, or of 1113' brother Janfler, who died b}^ the 
“ sword of the infidels at jMhtah > But W'h}' should we refer to departed 
“ excellence', when the ver}* unbelievers associated m my cause must be 
“ pronounced in all respects so much superior to the most distinguished 
“of thy part}. In this place, were it not that God hath interdicted his 
“ faithful serv’ants from the vanity of self applause, I might, perhaps, not 
“ otherwise unseasonably, introduce some notice of those numerous excel- 
“ lencies which have shed such untarnislied lustre upon my famil}’, and m 
“ terms from which no true Mahommedan could for a moment withhold 
“ Ins belief The apparent escape from thj' recollection of the illustrious 
“ deeds of my performance has however in some degree rendered the vam- 
“ glorious recital unav oidable. Once more, son of Hinda, be advised to 
“restrain thy ambition, lest I should be provoked to the disclosure of 
“ odious and fearful truths Check thy too aspiring soul from the pre- 
‘‘ sumption of setting thyself on an equality wnth one of the miraculous 
“ productions of the Creator’s wisdom, wnth one w'hom he hath endowed 
“ with such surpassing knowledge of his mysterious works; wuth one 
“ who assures thee, that it is the overflow'ing of his benevolence tow^ards 
“ his fellow creatures, that hath alone withheld him from foregoing long 
“ since all intercourse with man. to thy presumptuous and insolent 
“ demand with respect to the murderers of Othman, I tell thee plainly 
“ that the right of avenging his blood, of all men least resides in thee ; 

“ neither is there anything in this world, further from my intentions, than 
“ the surrender of their persons to thy mercy Nevertheless, if the child-* 
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cuoiis and exalted ; wliose maje'^ty derived from the favour of the most A.H.XXXYI. 
hi!;h, \\as ns unimpearhably established, as his claims to the succession A. D 657 . 
Mere paramount, and his exertions in advancing the banners of his reli- Rouzut 
gion \\cre svi))Grior to those of all other men, whose aftinity with the ussuffa.' 
prophet as much surpassed that mIiicH was the boast of others, as he pre- 
ceded in the example mIiicIi he had so frequently exhibited in the conflicts 
of the field of battle; of him, nith whom, in the qualifications of the 
tindcrslandino^, and the \ irtncs of the heart, the most illustrious of the com- 
panions M'onld shrink in the comparison. In short, of the adopted brother 
of their prophet, the husband of Ins virgin daughter, the parent of the 
most unblemished of the sons of men, the fa\ oured youths first destined 
for the inheritance of paradise, lie, with n horn no one ever dared to 
ronrend vith the hope of \ictnrv, or to resist ivith a chance of deliverance. 

Quitting houc\er this elaborate climax of panegyric, for which, in this 
instance, like many others, the historian is probably indebted to bis own 
invention. .Vbdullah is said to have closed Ins reply, by reassuring Mau- 
Meiab, that it was his in\ incible abhorrence to the eflusion of Mussulman 
blood alone, and no other reason, which had compelled him to shut his 
doors against the miporluiiitics of his fellow' cilizcns. Keither did he 
foibear to remind him, that at all events, he possessed in his ow'n person 
claims, which, both in point of merit and lustre of descent, would ever pre- 
clude on Ins part, any acknow ledgement of subordination to the authority 
ofMauweiah. But that no consideration whatever should seduce him 
from that Slate of seclusion, to which, in the sennee of Ins maker, and m 
the hope of eternal mercy, he had determined to devote himself. And 
most happy should he have conceived his lot, had that seclusion been 
chosen in some sequestered abode, equally removed from the arrogant pre- 
tensions, and the ingratitude of mankind This and similar nnsw'ers, w'hich. 
he received from the other chieftains, by whom he was generally charged 
W’Uh the prosecution of Ins own ambitious views under the cl'iak of aveng- 
ing the blood of Othman, entirelv extinguished the hopes winch Mauweiah 
might have been Jed to entertain from that quarter ; and he was compelled 
under the bitter reproaches of Amru, to acknowledge the solidity of those 
counts, by winch he had been urgently dissuaded from the experiment. 
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)en of Othmnn demand justice on the destroyers of their father, they 
“shall receive it to the utmost limit. But shouldst thou still object 
“ that my influence is too powerful to expect such an act of justice at my 
“ hands, I ag-ain repeat, that if thou wilt in the first instance acquiesce m 
“ the united decision of the prophet’s most distinguished associates and 
auxiliaries, in favor ofmy authority ; and then produce in my presence 
“ those concerned m tjie death of my predecessor, I pledge myself, that 
they shall sufTei such punishment as the law of God and the traditions 
of his propuet may ordain. But in what language am I to express my 
astonishment at the intimation con\eyed by the concluding sentence of 
“ thy letter • “ that for me and for my friends thou hast nothing left but the 
“ sword” * Son of that savage fiend who devoured the heart of my uncle 
riamzah ! from uhom didst thou learn, or where didst thou experience 
“ that the lace of Abdulmfttkib ever avoided a conflict with their enemies, 
“ or shrunk from the decision of the sword ^ Check thy impatient ardour 
“ until [ approach ; thou wilt then too soon behold the glittering of those 
“ scimitars, which are yet reeking to the hilt with the blood of thy brother, 
“ of thy paternal and maternal uncles ,• of tby mother and most of thy 
kindred. For the residue, victory is at the ’disposal of that Almighty 
“ being, who controuls the issue of events, Farewel,” 

This letter was conveyed to Damascus by Termah the son of Auddy. TFe 
cannot however omit to observe, that m substance, though it matenally 
differs from that which is recorded by the -author of the Rouzut ussuffa, 
we have chosen to introduce into these pages that w'hich we find in asub- 
sequent waiter of established credit, as more concentrated, and direct in its 
reference to the letter of Mauwmiab. But wdiatever the nature of its con- 
tents, the bearer of it acquitted himself of his mission with spirit and 
fideliU^ and pleaded the rights of his soveieign with such extraordinary 
circumstances of intrepidity, that several writers have conceived them of 
sufficient importance to be recorded at length , he returned, notwuthstand- 
ing, wathoUt producing any remarkable effect Upon the minds of either 
Mauwerah or his followers ; and communicated to the Khalif the result of 
his embassy, and of the observations which he bad an opportunity of mak- 
ing on the state of affairs in Syria. Among the chieftains employed under 
the authority of Othman in administering the affairs of the distant provinces, 
and whom, on his accession, Ally had summoned to submit to fais govern- 
;ment, w^ere Jerreir the son of AbduUah UI Bekheli, add Ajshauth the son 
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measures became, therefore, necessarily confined to his prepara- 
tmns for the war which was now inevitable 

Rouzut Ally, on the other hand, having received repeate'd proofs that all attempts 

assufB. to terminate the dispute by negociation, would be fiuitless , and that the 
ambition of Mauweiah was not to be humbled, nor the animosity of 
Amrfi to be appeased by any other medium than the sword, dispatched 
orders to expedite the march of the troops who had been directed from 
all the provinces subject to his authority, to join him in the neighbourhood 
of ICfifah ; in consequence of which, he found himself, in a short space of 
time, at the head of an array, which, according to oiii author, for number 
and strength, was not frequently surpassed in the experience of former 
ages. The decision of Ally was now ultimately fixed for an immediate 
commencement of hostilities ; but as the earlier Khalifs in general evinced 
a patriarchal deference to the opinions of a fierce and unconquered people, 
he called them together for the last tune in the piincipal mosque of Klifali, 
and again urged them to a strenuous exertion of their valour, against a 
faction which had proved itself equally rebellious against his just authority, 
and the sacred institutes of the Koran. Against a people polluted with 
the blood of the' prophet’s companions, and the saints and apostles of 
their holy religion , which, it was not to be forgotten, they had only em- 
braced from a base principle of Tear, or worldly ambition. He was pro- 
ceeding in his discourse to the assemblj^ when a person of the tribe of 
Feraurah, to whom authors have indiffeiently assigned the name of Areid 
and Arbidab, insolently intenupted him with a demand, whether he seri- 
ously proposed to imbrue their hands in the blood of the SjTians, their 
brethren and fellow citizens, in the same manner as he had already compel- 
led them to do with respect to those of Bassorah and the followers of 
Ayaishah , if such was the case, he deceived himself, for he trusted m 
God, none of those who heard him would support him in the design. 
Impatient of expressions so insolent and injurious, Malek Ashtur called 
out to seize the author, who hastened to quit the mosque, and attempted 
to make his escape from the town , but being overtaken by some of the 
inhabitants, they beat him to death with iheir sandals To mark his disap- 
probation, however, of this unwarranted indulgence of popular fury, Ally 
thought fit, afterwards, to order the fine of blood to be made good to the 
heirs'’of the deceased from the public treasury. In the mean time, m tho 
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DflvGNSS UlKcniVi; tlic former in cliargc of Hainadaun, and the adjoining 
mountainous disu lets , and the latter, m that of Azerbaijaun. Both of 
these, subsequent to the battle of the catnel and the reduction of the insui- 
gents at Ba'sorah, bad, however tardily, submitted to Ally, and were now 
present on the return of ins last messenger from Damascus. 

Kotwithstaiuhng the repeated failures which be had experienced, and 
hiSGuiire conMclion of the determined blindness and inflexible obduracy of 
jMauwciah, the mind of Ally continued to rc\ohe on further expedients to 
induce his antagonist to acknowledge his authority, without resorting to 
the last irre\ ocablc appeal, lie now, therefore, at a consultation with his 
most confidential adherents, proposed that some one from among the most 
distinguished of the {)rophci\ companions, should be selected for another 
embassy to Damascus, to tr^ ■whether some argument of impartial reason- 
ing m.ghi not yet be found, to pre\ail upon Mauweiab, by a timel}' submis- 
sion, to avert the decree which impended o\er him. Jerreir the son of 
Abdu'lah grasping at the jiroposal with apparent eagerness, immediately 
oiVered his scrsiccs on the occasion , urging that the numerous relatives 
whom he reckoned in Damascus, would be a sufficient pledge that Mau- 
weiah would nc\er dare to tieat his admonitions with contempt. From a 
selection of this person, however, the Khalif was as strenuously dissuaded 
by Malek Ashtur, who avowed with little reserve, that the fidelity of 
.lerreir himself was not yet entirely free from suspicion. Upon this, the 
latter, angrily demanding by what part of his conduct he had merited the 
apprehensions, which beseemed disposed to awaken to his prejudice, 
jMalek replied, w ithout hesitation, that when, in the commencement of 
his reign, Ally had written to require his presence, he did not appear to 
think It at all necessary to comply with the summons, neither did he, in 
fact, condescend to quit his government of Hamadaun, until the contest 
with Telhah and Zobair had terminated in favor of the rightful chief of the 
believers , when perceiving that he had no other place of retreat, he found 
himself in a manner compelled to seek the shadow of his protection. 
Nevertheless, without attending to the reflections of jNIalek Ashtur, Ally 
resolved on accepting of the ofler of Jerreir , and having furnished him 
with other jiecessary instructions for his conduct, he charged him t* 
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presence oftliesnmc assembly, Malck Ashtiir intreated the Kballf not to A.H.XXXVL 
linibour n suspicion, that his friends were to be withdrawn from their A. D. 657 . 
allegiance by any such dclmous absurdities, as those which had just llouzut 
ofieiuled his cai-s. That the faithful band which stood before him, were ussuffit 
attached to his cause by e\ cry motive of interest and affection ; and had 
resoUedthat no consideration should ever hiducc them to abandon him ; 
not e\cii in death, if fate had so ordained, which heaven forbid, that he 
should fall in the prosecution of his just vengeance against his enemies; 
against whom he therefore urged him to proceed \\ ith the fullest confidence 
in the fidelity and unalienable attachment of his followers. The protesta- 
tions of Malek Ashtur were seconded by some of the most distinguished 
leaders of the Mussulman persuasion, among whom are to be found the 
names of Aumar Yausser, of Sohul the son ofHaneif, of Keyss the son 
of Sand Ebbaudah, and of Auddy the son of Ilautem T.u, and many others. 

There were howG\cr, still some exceptions, particularly among the 
dependents of Abdullah Mussaoud, who, from a repugnance, as they said, 
to engage 111 hostilities against those who professed the same religious 
obser\ ancc' 5 , expressed a desire to be emplo\cd m defending the frontiers, 
or in extending their conquests among the infidels. In this request, they 
were indulged by Ally, by whom they w'erc accordingly dnecled to march 
towards lva/\em, under the orders of Rebbeiah the son of Hushm, wdiota 
be appointed to conduct them. 

About this period it had become, it seems, a practice among the the foU 
low’ers of Ally to imprecate and abuse Mauweiah and the Syrians, not only 
in comm-m conversation, but amidst the duties of divine w'orship ; of 
w Inch, how e\ er, lie w as no sooner apprized than he stnctly forbad the con- 
tmuance as repugn mt to the natural mildness ot his own disposition ; and 
when some of liis rliiefiams requested that he would explain the motives 
of this species of forbearance tow’ards the acknowledged adversaries of the 
cause of troth, he answ^eicd, that how ever justly his enemies might be so 
stigmatized, he deprecated the idea, that liis friends should set the example 
in opprobrium and malediction. On the contiary, it behoved them, w-hen 
they raised their hands m invocation to heaven, instead oi imprecating the 
diMiie w rath, to imploie that their prayers might be reciprocally heard ; 
that the differences which had torn them asunder might be healed and 
reconciled , that those who had erred might be speedily restored ta'tbe- 
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once more to his allegiance ,• if he found himdisp.,.,! 
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and 
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■ "■ •“ ““P'-'’’ '"‘I : olberwise he w.,s to apprize him tli.u he shoiihl 

Rouzut no longer delay the denunciation, nhich, ns the prophet's Ipitmmaio 

he was authorized to issue. Although the tardy siibmrssio,,' of 
Jerreir might m some degree have warranted the suspicions ol 5I.ilek 
tur, he does not appear to have betrayed the trust reposed in him on this 
occasion, however he might have been overreached by tlie temporizing 
policy of Mauweiah, by whom he A^as treated, on his arrual, with peculiar 
and distinguished respect. After a detention of four months, when Mau- 
weiah had secured from the SjTians an entire concurrence uith his mcu^, 
he "was at last dismissed, uith the following definitive rcpl\. ‘-Let Ally 
“ know from me, that henceforth he may wash his hands of ihe allciriaiKC 
“of the Syrians ; nay further, announce to him the united detennm ition 
“ of the people of this province to take up arms in opposition to his author- 
“ ity, and to avenge the blood of Othman ; and that he must therefore pro- 
“ pare for war, since matters are now arrived at that crisis when every 
“other appeal must be nugatory and unavailing.” 

Although It IS beyond measure irksome to pursue the author tliroiich 
every tedious digression, the following exliibits the character of M.uivvi t.ifi 
in so curious a point of view', that however bordering on the ludicrous, we 
have not been able to dismiss it altogether from our recital, bubseqiient 
to the arrival of Ally’s envoy at Damascus on this occasion, .Maiiwei.ili 
had been induced, at the suggestion of his brother Aultchnh, to snln it the 
counsels and assistance of Amrh Auss, and it is here aflirmcd, tli.it it w.i-, 
inconsequence of this application, that Amru and his two sons qinttul 
their retreat in Palestine in the manner formerlv related When he rc.iclif <I 
the S 3 rian capital, Mauweiah laid open to him, at a secret conferem e, the 
true state of Ins affairs; in which lie acknow ledgerl, that anrni" the 
difficulties with which he was surrounded, there were three cimimsMH' < *1 
by which he was more immediately and particiilarh embinn"-Ml- fir^f, 
\\asthe escape from imprisonment of Mahommed the sun of \l>ri Kh' '• 
zeifah ; nc.xt was the menacing posture assumed In the ernp' rurof ('<' i- 
stantinople ;♦ and last was the message trarisrnittrd In A(f\ tfirr.n//. 
Jerreir, importin" that if the Syians were an\ lon-er withfal'l frfi'ii t!- 
allegiance, he w.vs to prepare for hostilities. Arnru ob-rrvi d ,n '' 

Tilth respect to the escape of the son of Aho Klioz/- ifih, it oiij.t r>t t- 
• Tlxc c.aifc.-or Coa5'2':^ t!,c Ud. d c rn-J 1 1"::' 
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A.H.XXXVI. paths of rectitude ; that their folly and inadvertencies, might be esclinnccd 
for that best species of knowledge, a just sense of duty ; and that those 
Rouzut who had so long languished in the thirsty mazes of seduction, might be 
ussuftd. finally conducted to the fountain head of benevolence and truth. These 
-effusions, which appear to derive their origin from a purer source than vlun 
as to be discovered in the Mussulman system of morals, may possibly ha\c 
been ascribed to the idol oftheSheiabs veneration, to screen him from the 
charge incurred by his adherents, of being the first to adopt the foimula of 
execration against their adversaries. 

It being at last resolved to advance without further delay against the 
ussuffa territory, proclamation was made at KiUali, that the troops were to 

and march, and encamp at Nokheilah, where Malek the son of Joib was 

Habeib instructed to distribute the several chieftains u itli their di\ isions into iIh ir 

vsseyr. respective stations. In the end of the month of Shavaul,’'' ha\ mg appoinlod 
Abu Muss^ood the ansaur to be Ins lieutenant at Kufah, the Khalit repaired 
m person to the encampment. Here he continued for several ui td 
joined by Abdullah Abbas Muth a reinforcement fioin Bassor.di, uliicli is 
said to have completed the army to ninety thousand men. j^\mong tlu^^o 
were included eighty of the companions of the field of Beider, and cii^lit 
hundred of those fortunate personages who had eitherserved at tlicrediit’' 
tion of Mekkdh, or submitted to the prophet’s divine authority at Ilodti- 
biah. With the whole of this force, Ally now proceeded from Nokheilah, 
and having halted for the perfoiniance of (ns devotions for the morriniLU nt 
a mosque by the road side, and for those of noon, in the district of .\bu 
Mussa, he arrived at sunset of the same day on the banks of the Enphratt-s, 
which he must have crossed immediately, as he is stated to liavc pildicd 
his tents on the occasion on theSabaut, or canal of Medaein, prolmbly 
the Neher-e-Melka, about forty miles above llellah. The follow mg di} 
he entered the metropolis of Noushir\an. From thence, by siirc' '■'U'* 
stao-es, of which we are not furnished with the detail, he contiiuifd 
progress to the boundary of Arabian Irak , where Ins historians Ii w h' ' " 
plersed to lay the scene of a miracle wrought by the son of Ahut.ml' K "> 

thediscovery of a hidden spring of water wdneh had Jam conreah d 

ages, and in\he con^ersIO^ of the prior of a ehn,tian inona.ttry, vim s ■ i 
afterwards fell a martyr to Ins cause on the plains of bJlcin. 

• April, A. D. I'ir . 



On liK (lopnrtnrc from* MrJ'ioin. Allv had c'?talili‘;liO(l Sami tlic son of A.HXXXYl. 
Mu'-'-.iorMl, llu tiiulo r»f tin* afuTwanls cclchratcd MoKlitaur, in the A. D. C 57 . 
ptnc rmm m itf that niN . and dciacln (I MoaKk« I the ‘'On of Kc}ss willi i{ou 7 ut 
three tluni'-ind her'«e towards uitli instrnetions to join him by ussufffi, 

til It O'liu*. and ihat of Ni*'*'! hem ,* at Rakkah, towards which place he now* 
diKcledhis lino hw nil tin inainhodv of tin* army. 'I he inhabitant*; of 
K d.k di. from an au u him nl to the im-inorv of the drcea'.cd Khalif, *;till 
adlit ml umIu' anthorits of M itiw ('i.ih, and a\nw int; their rhsafiection to 

the e.nni of \ 11 \ . rt rmi d to o’ik \ tlu orihr*' which he had trammitted 

• • 

tin in to eomtmri a bridge o\ er the Lnphrati for the pn'<>^aI:e of the army ; 

b\ which lit w i*^ t oinpi 11' d to draw rtll for tin* purpose of ero*-«;mg the 

ri\ t r 111 ‘'tnm other <)u uit r. Iiitini'datt d, lutwt \er, by the menaces of 

Mdtk Xvhitir wlioihn itnu d tlu in w ith total dc'^tnietion if they persisted 

in tlu ir dnii’n tin nee. till \ wtie prt\ailed upon to coinplj , and the army 

rt tiiriiinc *-0011 afu rw mb. < ro*-‘-t,d the rnphintt s according^ b}’ the bridge 

which the\ h ui thrown over the ri\<'r for the purpo'.e 

11 nine: thus platiti d his virtorioiis hannors on the opposite hank of the 

rnphratt s All) w is ippri/t d In 7 .t latid the son of Naiisstr, atul .'^hcrreiali 

tilt. *-011 ol llannv, two of his nerds who had hcen alri .id\ detached in 

,id\anee willi tv 1 he ihonsand men, that on their arm al at .1 station called 

Smiri rhin, the) tonnd them* thes oppo*.ed In a superior force under Abhl 

Onrl' scf Inii , out of the most distingunlu d oflicers belonging to the party 

of M luwei ill, w nil w horn ilun had lieiennmcd to avoid an action, until 

be was in a snnation iti support them. Upon this information, Maick 

A'^htnr, with thret ihoiisnul men, w.is dim ted to hasten to the assistance 

of the .uhanced uuard, with discretion to gi\o battle to the troops of Abiil 

Ohr He was iiniiiedialel) followed h) llaushem the son of Auttt'hah, 

with a further rt inlorceinent. Vrnh these additional reinforcements, Ma- 

lek \shtnr siK ceedi d in formin': a )unction with Zciaud, and in conforinitv 

* 

with the insirncUons of All), a letter was addiessed b\ these associate 
chit flams 10 Abiil Our, inviimg him in cogent language to submit to the 
legiliinate anlhonlv of their sovereign. 

'1 hi* ddn on, of this letter was entrusted ta AbuNadjedah, one of that 
dcsciiption ot eniliiisiasts not unfrcquently met with m the cast, and 
one whose austerity -nid abstinence had acquired the utmost consideration 
with Ally. A person then serving with the troops of Mauvveiah afterward? 

• Xisibis. 
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domain was reserved for the enjo^TOent of his favorites. For his A.HXXXVf, 
own part, the cause uhicli he had unfortunately espoused had not hitherto 
produced for him the slightest circumstance of worldly advantage ; and Uouzut 
he much feared that on a future aweful day, the question which he should ussufiS^. 
be called on to answer, would not be, why he had not avenged the 
blood of Othman, but wherefore he had chosen Mauweiah in pre- 
ference to the son Abutauleb? This instance of refractory spirit^ at 
^^hlch he ^^as not a little displeased, compelled Mauweiah to transfer the 
charge to Zohauk the son of Keyss, who accordingly hastened with one 
thousand horse to occupy the roads from the Chaldean territory. As it had 
been foreseen, the people emplojed in conveying dates, butter, and oil, 
articles of the first necessity wMth the Arabians, to the camp of Ally, were 
\ cry generally intercepted, and required to take their supplies to that of 
Islauweiah, where they were assured of finding a most profitable market.* 

The men of the caravan positively refused to furnish supplies to the ene- 
mies of Ally, though the profit of a dinaur on every dirhem w'ere to be 
their recompence. Upon which they w'ere, of course, seized wuth all their 
properly, and conducted to Mauw eiah. One of them, nevertheless, watch- 
ing an opportunity, effected his escape to the army of the Khalif, to whom 
he communicated the particulars of what had befallen his convoy. 

The fugitive, in reply to the inquiries of Ally, had desenbed the comman- 
der of the division of the enemy by whom he w’as intercepted, as being of 
great stature, w ith full connected eyebrow's and distended nostrils, and a 
scar upon his cheek , and the Khalif seems from this picture to ha^»e imme- 
diately recognized the person of Zohauk, of w'hose presumption and 
annoyance he demanded, which of his brave associates would next under- 
take to rid the army. Zeheir the son of, most probably, anothei Ke3'ss, 
though not unlikely' in such a contest, that one brother should be frequentl}'- 
opposed to another, ver^' cheerfully proposed himself for the service , and 
with not more than five hundred men, if our authontjns worthy of credit, 
attacked and defeated Zohauk, and compelled him, w'lth considerable loss, 

,to rejoin the camp of iMauweiah. This discomfiture appears to have 
affoided to Amrvl afresh occasion, which he did not neglect, of reproaching 
his general with thenarrowness of that system W'hich seemed to form 
the basis of all his designs , but in this respect, unless some stronger argu- 
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A.H.XXXVI. related, that being stationed in the advanced post of Abul Ofir’s encamp. 

A ment, and observing one approach, whom he did not immediately recog. 

Rouzut nize, he and his companions, rather m jest than earnest, threw themselves 
trssuffd. in his way, and detained him. Abb Nadjedah finding himself thus 
obstructed, began to reproach and abuse them, demanding, if brothers to 
the Devil as they were, they had not gone far enough in interrupting the 
path of the truly orthodox, without cutting off the intercourse of all 
believers indiscnmiuatcly > To which they answered, that the road was 
abundantly wide ; Abu Nadjedah rejoined, that the road to India and 
other unconquered regions Avas equally so, wdience Avas it that thev did 
not rather throw themselves in the Avay of the infidels ? He then informed 
them that he was a messenger from the general of Ally’s forces , Malek 
AshtuFAAas the name he bore; perad\'enture, they might have heard of 
sucli a person. And they accordingly conducted him to the camp of tlicir 
chief. 

From his OAVn relation it is further stated, that Avhen Abu Nadjedah 
approached the tent of Abul Our, he observed two drunken soldiers, who, 
in that state, had just quitted the presence of their general ; and perceiving 
a carpet spread before the entrance of the tent, he, without any kind of 
ceremony, spurred his horse upon it. Some of the bystanders reproving 
him for his rude and disrespectful behavnour, and calling upon him to dis- 
mount, he noticed them no further than by remarking that to the impi- 
ous and the debauched, no respect was due ; he then entered the presence 
of Abbl Obr, and without saluting, proceeded to tax him with the gro<!s 
Auolations of the precepts of their law of which, both himself and his fol- 
lowers ATere guilty , and of Avhich, the instances of shameful inebriety he had 
just witnessed, AA^ere the most undeniable proofs. Mhthoiit making any 
reply, Abul Obr sternly desired him to explain the object of hi*? mi‘5'’ion. 
The letter of Malek Ashtur was noAV deliv^ered, accompanied with miJi 
seasonable admonition as the messenger thought himself authori7cd to in- 
troduce on such an occasion, hoAvever to little purpose. Abul Our com- 
mitted a few lines to paper, designedly composed in praise of MaiivveMh 
and the house of Ommeyah, and Avith no further reply dismissed liM 
unpolished visitant. The latter returned accordingly to Malek Ashf'f. 
who consigned the obnoxious epistle to his own son, wnh strict charge to 
^preserve it carefully , as he meant it as his justification with Ally for 
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A.n.XXXVI. ment, than that of mutual forbearance, wasalleged in support of bis opinions 
A. D. 657. by Amrfi, most men will probably feel disposed to think very differently 
Kou;:ut from him on such an occasion- Tliese apparent advantages could not, 
iissulTfi, however, prevent Ally from repeating his overtures to Mauweiah, once 
more inviting him, on friendly terms, to submit to his authority. But, 

, relying on the attachment and superior force of an army now augmented 

to one hundred and sixty thousand fighting men, all advances of ^uch a 
nature were henceforward rejected with greater pertinacity and liauglith 
ness than ever, by the governor of Damascus, 
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measure which he was about to pursue. And upon this he immediately A.HXXXVJi 
gave directions to prepare for battle. A. D. 657. 

Ou this occasion Malek Ashtur assigned the management of his right Rouzut 
wing to Zeiaud, that of the left to Sherreiah ; and to the sound of his mar- ussuffa, 
lial music, proceeded w ith confidence to meet the enemy, whom he found 
prepared to receive him. From among those Nvho arranged themselves 
under his banners, Abhl OCir singled out Abdullah the son of Mhn^er, 
whom he encouraged by e^ery argument of pride and revenge to attack 
the person of Malek Ashtur, the murderer, as he stigmatized him, of the 
martyred Othman. This man professed himself, at first, degraded, m 
being placed on a par with such as Ashtur, than whom he presumed to 
think himself a thousand times superior? but on the repeated importunity 
of his general, he suffered himself to be at last pre\ ailed on, in an evil hour, 
to enter the lists w Ith a warrior w horn he affected so much to despise. 

Zeiaud was preparing to assail him, when prevented by Malek Ashturi 
\vho directly approached Abdullah and demanded his name. The reply 
was, that of this he would soon be sufficiently apprized from the vigour 
of his arm. On which Malek observed, that the question, on further con- 
sideration, was certainly superfluous, since it was very clear from his boast- 
ing, that he w'as one of those sla\ es of stupidit} , the S} nans. He therefore 
ad\ised him to letire, for that he was in the presence of his superior* 

Piqued by this retort, the Syrian condescended to a recital of his exploits* 
and Malek Ashtur did not forbear to acknowledge, that indeed his fame 
bad acquired sufficient celebrity. It was only to be lamented, that such 
exalted renown was to be seen enrolled among those schismatics, who 
dared to raise the hand of rebellion againsttheir just and legitimate /woiw?* 

To this, Abdullah objected, whether it could be denied that, during the 
daj’s of the prophet, 2ilainveiah hadexerc.sed the sacred office of recording 
the effusions of divine inspiration. The truth of which was readily 
admitted, Malek Ashtur adding, nevertheless, that this was a trust to 
which he had only forfeited his claim, when on an occasion of dilatonness 
in attending to the prophet’s summons, he could petulantly require that 
he might at least be allow'ed as much time to himself, as was sufficient to 
tetisfy the calls of hunger. He w^as proceeding as a contrast to the failings 
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CHAP. VIII. 

T O avoid the frequent contradictions and interminable prolixity, \vith 
which the occurrences of the war of Seff'eme have been related by a 
variety of historians, the author of the Rouzut usbufiH professes to have 
accommodated his readers with a translation from the chronicle of Abb 
Haneifah of Dainur, as reducing the record of those events within some 
reasonable compass, at the same time that the work in question appeared 
to have established the strongest claims to the belief of the Orientals. The 
narrative continues to exhibit, notwithstanding, even to a disposition not 
more than ordinarily fastidious, a multiplicity of individual exploits so 
formidably circumstantial, and, at this distance of time at least, so void of 
interest, that, with many we should perhaps be rather commended than 
blamed, in omitting them altogether. But as there may be others, never- 
theless, to n horn such details may not be always irksome, we have been 
induced to circumscribe such as appear in any degree worthy of recital, ' 

within the limits of q separate chapter , to be either perused, or as might 
probably happen without considerable injur}' to his store of information, 
entirely rejected at the discretion of the reader. A.HXXXVIL 

During the period of three months,* comprizing the first and second Rabbeia the 
Rabbeia, and first Juramaudy, w’hich were consumed in- insincere and istand2n(l, 

fruitless attempts to negociate an adjustment of differences, the contending ^ , 

, , , , , ° JummandT 

armies are stated to nave been drawn out in the presence of each other in t^e 1st 

order of battle, not less than eighty-five different times, and as often pre- A D 657. 

vented from engaging, by the intermediation of the well disposed on either 

side. But when the first month of Jumraaudy w'as expired. Ally caused ussufta. 

* 

• In the Kholausset ul akhbaur, e find it stated that Ally and his rival appeared on the 
plains of Sefteine, in the last month of the year XXXVI, corresponding with June, A. D. 

« 57 , 
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A.H.XXXVI. of Mauweiah, to enlarge on the singular virtues of Ally, wh^n Abdullah 
interrupted him, by freely subscribing to the truth of all he could advance 
Rouzut on that subject ; he only begged to remark, that with respect to himself; 
nssuffd. there was one important circumstance which might perhaps be allowed to 
supersede all other considerations ; he possessed at Damascus in specie 
and effects, property to the amount of two hundred thousand dirhems,* 
exclusive of a numerous and beloved family. He now declared, however, 
that, although his engagements precluded his bearing arms against Mau- 
' weiah, he should for the present decline a contest with the determined 
friend of his rival. .And to confirm his assertion, accordingly withdrew. 

This did not escape the observation of Abhl Ohr, to whom it immedi- 
ately occurred, that he had suffered himself to be overreached bytheaddress 
of Ashtur ; he therefore dispatched one of his horsemen, to repeat to him 
such arguments as he thought likely to reanimate his vindictive passions ; 
and the pride of Abdullah being accordingly stimulated afresh, he returned 
towards MaleU Ashtur, and announced to him, that all animosities between 
them must be immediately terminated by the sword. A fierce and tedious 
combat ensued ; m which, after considerable exertion of courage and 
strength, victory declared at last for Malek Ashtur, who passed his spear 
through the breast of his antagonist. The elder brother of Abdullah, who 
advanced to avenge the death of his relative, and another Syrian warrior 
encouraged to enter the lists with Ashtur, were successively destined to 
yield to the superior prowess of this intrepid chieftain. A third Abdullah, 
the son of Mfiterruf, next approached to tempt his fate, but being recog- 
nized by his opponent, the latter demanded what could be his motive to 
disregard the obligations of hospitality which subsisted between them ^ 
The son of Mfiterruf acknowledged the existence of such an obligation, 
and as a proof that he considered it inviolable, declined the contest. He 
had accordingly turned away to rejoin his associates in the line of battle, 
when to the surprise of those who beheld him, Malek Ashtur deliberately 
struck off his head, exclaiming “ when thou hast done evil, beware of all 
“around thee.^^ And to Zeiaud, who naturally requested an explanation 
of this extraordinary act of perfidy, he alleged that it was no more than a 
measure of just retaliation , for this same person at the battle of the camel, 
being about to engage With Kaussemthe nephew of Zeid the son of Sujan, 
tqld him, that, as the friend of his father, he could not but request that he 

^ About -^583/. 
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A.H.XXXVII. it to be announced to his competitor, that he should gi\e him battle the 
ensuing day. Accordingly, fiom the first day ot the second Jummaudj* 
Rouzut of the year thirty-seven, a senes of conflicts, more or less severe, diurnally 

*ssuffa, took place, until the appearance of the new moon of the succeeding month 

of Rudjub, when hostilities mutually ceased ; it being one of those months, 
during which, even in the obscure period of lufidelitj'^, the Arabian tribes 
considered it unlawful to moJest each other. 

While aflfairs were in this posture, two distinguished Maliommedans 
of the name of Abhderda and Abu Imauma respectively, and both 
attached to the cause of Mauweiah, could not forbear requiring of the 
latter, since there could be no just dispute of Ally’s superior pretensions 
to the throne of the Khalifs, tofurrysh them with some consistent ground 
of justification for their conduct in drawing their swords against him. To 
this he replied, that they possessed a very competent plea, in the guilt of 
Othman’s blood. But when they further demanded, whetlier that unfor- 
tunate prince had fallen immediately the hand of Ally, or remotely hy 
the hand of another, he alleged, that at any rate he protected the murder- 
ers; whom, notwthstanding, if he consented to deliver up, he, 
among all the Syrians would be the first to acknowledge bis authority. 
With these stipulations on the part of Mauweiah, the two chiefs were 
accordingly authorized to proceed to the camp of Ally ; where, however, 
the nature of their mission was no sooner made public, than they found 
themselves beset on their arrival, by the best part of the army, to the num- 
ber of twenty thousand men, loudly proclaiming that they were, all of 
them, the destroyers of Othman. From which it was not difficult to 
perceive that it must be little less than impraciicable to produce the surren- 
der of such a multitude with arms in their hands , and the delegates there- 
fore thought it convenient to withdraw from the encampment, without 
persisting in a hopeless errand. For some reasons or other, from a prudent 

recollection, according to our author, that there was safety in scclution, 
they however immediately forsook the cause of rMauweiah, and appeared 

DO further engaged in the war of Seffeine. 

Impatient at the delay of his envoys, or at some other circumstance not 
explained, Mauweiah determined to repeat the overture, with, iiowfver, 

• From the ISth ofNovember to ffic iSthof DccOT.bcr, A. D. Ci7 , 



would withdraw ; and the unfortunate youth, retiring without suspicion, 
received his mortal wound from the hand of the traitor. 

hlalek Ashtur having given one further proof of superior prowess, 
intimation waS now conveyed to him from Abul Ohr, that as there were a 
thousand, such as those who had already afforded him some experience of 
valour and skill, yet m reserve Within the ranks of his army, any further 
exhibitions of individual gallantry could only sen^e to protract the final 
decision of the contest. He therefore proposed that the action should 
immediately become general. This Malek Ashtur no longer declined, 
and he accordingly directed his army to close m all points with the enemy. 
In the heat of the battle he requested that his companions in arms would 
point him out the adverse general, that he might have an opportunity of 
surveying the man whom Mauweiah thought worthy of so many distin- 
guished honors Abfil Ofir, mounted on a grey horse, had at this moment 
taken his station on an opposite rising ground, and the attention of Malek 
Ashtur was directed towards him as the person for whom he sought. 
Having already repeatedly failed m his endeavours to provoke him to a 
personal conflict, he determined, as a last attempt, to employ a distinguished 
soldier of the name of Senaun, once more to convey to him the defiance of 
Malek Ashtur. Abfil Our persisted m declining the invitation, and 
charged the messenger to inform his general, that the man wdiose folly or 
dislovalty could mfluepce him first to caluminate, and then to murder his 
sovereign, w'as not on a par with the general ofMauiveiah ; neither should 
he descend to combat with such an inferior. Being thus compelled to 
relinquish the object, which, for some time, appears to have engrossed a 
consider ible part of his attention, Malek Ashtur committed the event to 
the combined effoit of his soldiers. The battle continued through the day 
without apparent advantage to either array , but under cover of the night, 
that of Abfil Ofir drew off wuth some precipitation to join the mam body 
under Mauweiah , the general advancing as his reason for quitting the field 
to the enemy, that he conceived his master’s interests best promoted, by 
retreating beforedie should have suffered the ignominy of a disgraceful 
defeat : for which he received , the applause of Mauweiah, who shortly 
Afterwards set the whole of his troops in motion towards the Euphrates ; 
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one verj^ material alteration ; namely, that if Ally would agree to the sur- A HXXXVIL 

renderof the obnoxious party, Mau«eiah was willing to submit the question A. D. 657. 

of the Khelaufut to a committee of electors, in imitation of the precedent Rouzut 

which had been established on the demise of Omar. This proposal, it 

fell to the lot of Jeib the son of hlusellamah to communicate to Ally, but 

being siluted with the execration of tiiat prince, he abruptly withdrew; 

leaving him an angry assurance, that the period was at hand, when his 

feelings would probably be put to a much severer trial than what had 

then appeared to excite such unnecessary resentment. Another of the 

deputies employed on the occ^ision, professing that he w^as not aware of" 

any adequate motive, either of prudence or policy, which could reasonably 

influence the conduct of Ally, in refusing to deliver up the executioners. 

of the late Khahf to the disposal of Mauweiah , he very explicitly declared 

that, m demandmgthe surrender of so many thousands of the bravest 

soldiers m his army, the} seemed to have forgotten that they had required 

what was out of his power to perform. And wuth this reply the deputies 

returned to their general. 

The suspension of hostilities continued, nevertheless, if we may rely on H.XXXVIIL 
the statements of our original, from the first day of Rudjub to the last of Mohumm 
Mohuirim of the succeeding year, a period of seven months unmarked by 
a single act of bloodshed between the contending armies. At the expira. 
tion of this period, on the last day of Mohurnm after sunset, Ally dis- ^ ^ 

patched a person to announce m the camp of his adversaries, that he had 
fulfilled his duty m abstaining from hostilities during the whole of the 
months prescribed by the law, and the usagea of his country , and that on 
his part, no exertion had been spared to reclaim them from their errors. 

He now, therefore, for the last time, admonished them to return to their 
duty, with this solemn assurance, that the God of armies could never 
befriend the cause of treason and rebellion. 


The niglit preceding the first day of Suffur® was, of course, anxiously^ 
employed in preparations for the impending conflict, and when morning 
appeared. Ally disposed his troops m order of ba.ttle. The whole of the 
ca\ airy he placed under the orders of the venerable Auraer the son of 
Yausser, at this period upwards of ninety • his infantry under those of Abdul- 
lah hlozzeyl Aishauth the son of Keyss conducted the right, and 
Abdullah Abbas the left wang. These w'ere, according to the Habeib 


* 8th of July, A. D. 63a. 
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Abiil Oftr being again detached in advance, in order to chuse such a situ- 
ation as might be convenient for the encampment of the army. After a 
careful surveys the plains of Seffeine, in former ages covered with superb 
structures, the monuments of Grecian or Roman grandeur, were fixed 
upon for the purpose : and as it possessed the important advantage of com- 
manding to a considerable distance the only access to the waters of the 
Euphrates, Abul Ohr was also stationed with ten thousand men to guard 
the communication, with instructions to cut off all supply of that 
most necessary element from the troops of Ally. 

]\Iauvverdh had -not long placed his army in this advMntageous position, 
when Ally approached and pitched his camp in the same neighbourhood,* 
and the followers of the aimy proceeding towards the channel of the 
Euphrates for a supply of water, foutid themselves completely intercepted 
by the force Under Abul Ohr, and returned, with no small disappointnjentj 
to communicate this unwelcome piece of information to their chiefs. 
Under such circumstances, Ally was reduced to the necessity of employing 
a deputation to Mauweiab, in order to peisuade him, if possible, to 
relinquish an advantage which appeared so inconsistent between 
kindred, though at piesent hostile tribes , and which, m fact, as he wished 
to represent the matter, could have but little influence in adjusting the 
dispute, w'hich, fiom quarters so remote, they had drawn their armies 
together to decide; he recommended to him to witbdiaw the obstacle, or 
be responsible for the slaughter w'^hich must immediately ensue ; at the 
same time, assuring him that had it fallen to his lot to be possessed of 
such an advantage, the communication with the river should have been 
equally free to both armies.' 'An assertion m the sincerity of which, how- 
ever questionable the policy of such a concession, the acknowdedged 
magnanimity of Ally, as evinced in a variety of instances, will entitle him 
to full credit. The subject of this message wms communicated by Man- 
tveiah to his courtiers, the majority of whom maintained that the advan- 
tage which they had so fairly anticipated, was not to be inconsiderately 
abandoned. That the adversaries to whom they were opposed included a 
great proportion of Othman’s murdeiers. That the measure w^hich true 
policy called on MainvemTi to pursue on this occasion, wms not less prudent 
than just, m retaliating upon the oppressors of that injured prince, the 
miseries to which be had been exposed, when, during so many dajs m 
which they held him besieged in his palace, they refused him the smallest 



A. D. 658, 

Roazat 

Utsuffd. 


278 

A.H.XXXV1JI. usseyr, further subdivided into seW bodies, under the subordinate 

xlirections of Malek Ashtur, (for whom, from preceding statements, we were 

prepared to form far higher expectations) of Hidjer the son of Auddv. 
Sheith the son of Rebbeia, of Khaled the son of Mhammer, Zeiaud the son 
•of ^ausser, of Saueid the son Keyss, andKeyss the son of Saud Ebbaudah. 
The great standard was consigned to the care of flaushem the son of 
Auttebah Wokauss. On the other hand, the lieutenant of Damascus 
committed his cavalry to the discretion of the experienced Amrii, or, 
according to others, to that of Abdullah the son of Amrh. Mosslem the 
son of Aukkebah directed the infantry, Obaidullah the son of the Khalif 
Omar appeared at the head of his light, and Jeib the son of Mfisellamah at 
that of the left wing. His army was otherwise disposed, like that of his 
antagonist, into seven subordinate divisions, subject to the orders of the 
sapie number of his captains, whose names it would be here unnecessary to 
recite. His principal standard, notwithstanding what formerly passed 
between them, was committed to Abdurra'ihman the son of Khaled. 

Before he led them into action. Ally is represented to have addressed his 
•soldiers to the following effect. After comparing the cause in which they 
were engaged, to the ark of'Noah, m which, all who embarked uere saved 
from perdition, while those who declined were precipitated into the abyss, 
he encouraged them, by the assurance of a participation in the jojsof 
heaven with Mahommed and the saints, to divest themselves of any 
melancholy impressions, which the prospect of the approaching conflict 

might have produced in their minds; he recommended to them to address 

their vows and supplications to the throne of Omnipotence for support and 
victory; to advance with steadiness and circumspection to meet the encm), 
and with an honorable determination never to incur the ignominious iinpn* 
tation of having fled before him ; he positively interdicted them, notwiili- 
standing, from the commission of any hostility, until provoked by aggrcs«ion, 
from continuing the«laughter wdien their adversaries should have taken to 
flight, and from sinking at any part of the body which might be naked or 
exposed. In short, from inflicting the stroke of death m any case, nit 
where their own lives were m jeopardy, and from offering to inole>t of 
insult the weaker sex, under aay circumstance of provocation 
He lastly desired them to rejoice m the rememberance of the adw.n 
with which they had been already distinguished by an all gracious Crea 
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supply' of the stunc necessary element. Independently of these consider- A.HXXX'VI^ 
oiion‘ 5 j It was urged moreover, that should Ally, by the means u’hich they -A. D. 657. 
thus carnesil\ recommended, be compelled to decamp m search of a Rouzut 
situation more commodious, it could not be considered as much inferior ussufft, 
to the di<;grace of a defeat. 

To all this, howcicr, a person no less considerable than the experienced 
and politic Ainru signified his decided dissent, reniarkiiig, that it was 
absurd to imagine, that, uith the warlike legions of Irak at his heels, and 
the stream of the Euphrates before their C}es, Ally would suffer his army 
to perish of thirst. That they came to contend for the honors of the 
Khclaiifut, not tor the jialtrx consideration of a skin of water. After much 
further debate, at the close of which, Wulleid the son ofAukkebah, not 
satisfied w ith declaring his opinion, that the approach to the Euphrates 
should continue to be shut up against Ally and his followers, but further 
expressing his hope, that on the d.iy of general retribution they Avould 
find thcmschos cqualK interdicted from the fountain of eternal bliss; 

Saussa the soirof Sou]an, the person deputed by Ally on this occasion, 
with more warmth than prudence interrupted, to remind him of the 
degradation which he had suflercd from Othman, for having dared to per- 
form the functions of the Imauinut when in a stale of brutal intoxication ; 
and that such reprobate and abamloncd Inpociites as himself weie far 
more hkcl\ to be the obji’cts of diMiie retribution, than the insulted 
AIK , and the associates of his righteous cause. Enraged at observations 
so iiiteinperate, the attendants of Mauwciali drew their sw'ords, and would 
ha\c lallLMi upon the author, had not their master interposed his commands 
to respect the character which he bore, not reflecting, ol)ser^ es the histor- 
ian, that while he discountenanced an act of violence against his ambassa- 
doi, he felt no scruple m arming thousands against the life of the iiglitful 
Jinnee of the believers, and the legitimate successor of the messenger of 
ti'ocl lie was then dismissed with the reply, that Mauweiah was resolved 
not to foicgo what he considered to be the earnest of future victory. 

< Although it IS not easy to conceive that such an appln ation should have 
terminated in any other result, the failure is said to have occasioned to 
AIK considerable eexatinn and perplexity , perhaps not a hitle aggregated 
by the reflection that he had by some means or other sufiered himself to 
be so completely and unaccountably outgeneraled liis adversary- At 
^iiy rate the necessuie^ of the arm^ became so urgent as to surpass further 
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to console themselves with the reflection, that they were associated in the A.H.XXXVIH. 
destiny of their prophet’s nearest relative ; and most seriously to consider A. D. 658. 
the shameful dereliction of their duty, in the contest to which he was about - Rouzut 
to lead them, as the assured pledge of indelible infamy m this world, and i^suffa. 
of eternal punishment in the next. At the close of his address, he accord- 
ingly proceeded to the field of battle, accompanied by his sons, by his 
couzin Abdullah Abbas, and his nephew Abdullah the son of Jaufler, 
together with many others of the most distinguished of those who survived 
of the associates, and protectors of the prophet’s exile. 

The operations of the first day were, however, early terminated by an 
occurrence, of which, the records of civil war will, perhaps, not unfre- 
quently furnish an example. While the armies were in aweful silence 
expecting the signal to engage, a person of the name of Khedjel the son 
ofAthaul, presented himself before the ranks of Ally’s line of battle, and 
challenged the followers of Mauweiah to the test of superior prowess in 
single combat. The proposal was speedily accepted by one who proved 
to be the parent of the challenger ; but as their eountenances were mutally 
concealed by their visors, the combatants, who were on horseback, had 
fought for a considerable time with equal advantage, when it was agreed to 
dismount, and decide the matter on foot. Happening, nevertheless, to 
put off their helmets, the father and son recognized each other, embraded, 
and immediately rejoined their respective parties without further contest. 

The armies, with some degree of horror, perhaps, for the result with which- 
such an unnatural conflict might have been attended, quietly withdrew to 
their tents. 

On the morning of the ensuing day, when the armies were again 
arranged for battle, the intermediate space was occupied by Auttebah the 
son of Abi Soffeyan, the brother of Mauweiah. In boastful and insulting 
language, he called on Jaudah the son of Hobeirah, the sister’s son of' 

Ally, to meet him in the trial of arms. The challenge was readily accepted , 
but in the contest which ensued, the strength, courage, and skill of the 
combatants appear to have been so equally balanced, that, although irritated 
to a degree of fury by mutual invective, they agreed to separate, in order 
to conduct their friends and followers to decide the victory ; which, on 
renewing the struggle, declared in favor of the nephew of Ally, his antag- 
onist being ultimately compelled to leave him m possession of the field. 
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A,H,XXXVI, endurance, no part of the river being accessible to them, but at the dig. 
^ tdnce of two Farsaiigs, nor water procurable under the price of three 

Rouzut dirhems'^ for a leathern bottle. These distresses were represented to their 
ussuffd. prince by Malek Ashtur and Aishauth the son of Keyss, who requested 
that they might be allowed with their swords to open the communication; 
■which they engaged to accomplish, or die in the attempt. Having 
obtained the concurrence of Ally, the two chieftains caused it to be pro- 
claimed throughout the encampment, that the rightful Imaum had sancti- 
oned an attack upon the enemy, provided they did not yield a free passage 
to the river. In less than an hqur upwards of ten thousand men had 
flocked to the standard of Aishauth, and an equal number to the tentof 
JVlalek Ashtur. After disposing of them in convenient order, the two 
chieftains conducted their troops towards the watering place ; Malek Ashtur, 
in animating language, directing the foot to advance within the distance of 
a spear’s length in front of the cavalry, which followed slowly in their rear, 
until they appioached the channel of the Euphrates. When the moment of 
attack drew near, Malek Ash'tur and ' his collegue presented themselves 
bare headed to the enemy, whom they warned aloud to save themselves 
by quitting the banks of the river, or be the accomplices in their own 
destruction, Abfil Oi3ir leplied on the other hand, that their object w'as 
not of such easy attainment; a little patience, and they should learn to 
estimate the force of those w^arnors who were prepaied to leceive them. 
On which Malek Ashtur at the head of the cavalry, and Aishauth at that 
of the foot, immediately closed with the enemy. 

A person who attended by the side of Malek Ashtur during this action, 
subsequently related, that seeing him nearly exhausted with thiist and 
exertion, he begged the fainting warnor to accept, of a draught of water; 
which he declined, generously averring, that Until his associateshad allayed 
their sufferings, he scorned to avail himself of any personal indulgence, 
and, at the same instant, being assailed by the enemy, he 'rushed among 
them, and laid seven of their bravest soldiers m the dust. The thirst of 
Ashtur and his troops being, however, rendered at last intolerable by the 
heat of the w'eather, he directed all such as were furnished with musliuks, 
leather water bags, to follow him through the opening which he shoul 

* About sixteen-pence half-pennj. 
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A.H.XXXVIII. But to desrribe severally the multiplied exhibitions of individual prowes^ 
winch took place during the whole of tins protracted campaign, and in the 
Rouzut tedious uniformity of teims m which they are to be found in the narrative, 
ti.su/rd. would exhaustthepatienceofthemirst mdelai, gable. It will therefore be our 
■object henceforward, as far as possible, to confine ourselves to those actions 
only, in which the liero of the piece, and the most distinguished of his 
party, were personally and exclusively engaged. 

1 he battle of the third c|ay was signalized by an attempt against th6 
person of Ally, on the part of Hurreith the favorite freedman of Mauweiah. 
Notwithstanding the most earnest dissuasions of his patron against an 
undertaking of so much hazard, this man suffered himself to be blinded by 
the insinuations of Amru, that the cautions of AJauweiah arose from a 
secret compunction, lest an uncle's son should fall by the hand of one of 
Ins own immediate dependents , and thus infatuated, he rushed to meet his 
doom, clad m theaimour, and mounted on the horse of his master. His 


career was however of short duration.* Having audaciously defied the 
forceof Aliyas arm, that prince hastened to receive him, nothing loath, and 
with a single stroke of his scimitar, at once put an end fo his life 
and ambition, for he had flattered himself, that the government of 
Tiberias in Palestine, would have been the reward lof success. MaU- 


weiah is stated to have suffered the keenest regret from the fate of 
this person, whom next to Abdurraihman the son of Khaled, he acknow- 
ledged to possess the highest share of his confidence , and he did not fail 
to reproach AmiA with the influence w'hich he had so officiously exerted 
in bringing it to pass. Amrb remarked that it was useless to rad at what 
had happened; that m the advice wffiich he had offered, he was actuated 
by no unworthy motive, but he conceived it just, that those who enjoyed 
the noblest distinctions under bis government, should be the most conspi- 
cuous in theit exeitions for ns defence • and for a similar reason he siig- 
'gested thecxpediency of calling upon Abdullah the son ofMfissaudah ul 
Ferauzy, as the next w'orthiest to oppose the valour of Aliy. Abdullah 

testifying, however, by his silence, that the enterpiire was father beyond 
his ambition, AmHi demanded if be could then reconcile himself to the 
stigma of dishonour ; and the splendid presents of Mauweiah furthel ope}- 
ating to dazzle his understanding, he also consented to tempt bis destiny ; 
and approached Ally, disguised m the armour and habiliments ofMauweia 
But the lightning which gleamed from Ally's sword awakened siicn 
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make in the ranks of the enemy, •without quitting his person, until they A.H.XXXVj; 
should have filled all the vessels. Which having said, he again threw him- A.D.657. 
self upon the troops of Abul Ofir, and piercing their line, made good his j^o^zut 

way to the river, where he took post, while his followers were employed ussuffa. 

in supplying themselves with water. The conflict now raged with aug- 
mented fury in the bed of the Euphrates, until perceiving his troops evi- 
dently giving way before the impetuosity of their assailants, and being 
already beaten from the post which he had been stationed to defend, Abfil 
Our dispatched a message to Mauweiah to apprize him of his situation^ 

The governor of Damascus, mortified by the check to which his troops had 
been thus exposed, immediately sent Amrfi with three thousand horse, 
either to sustain or cover the retreat of his general. Malek Ashtur no 

I 

sooner descried the approach of Amrfi, and recognized his person, than he 
exultingly congratulated his followers on the victory which was about to 
crown their efforts in the cause of truth and justice, against the advocates of 
eiror and impiety • and covenng himself with his shield, he urged fils' 
courser with irresistible impetuosity towards Amrfi, who eluded the fury 
of his assailant by retiring within the ranks of the Syrians. His arrival 
therefore, so far from retrieving the disgrace of his party, appears on the 
other hand to have rendered the advantage of their opponents the more 
signal and decisive. The Syrians were put to the sword in great numbers,, 
many were drowned in the Euphrates , while the remainder fled for refuge 
to the camp of Mauweiah. The troops of Ally, on their part, establishing 
themselves m quiet possession of the watering place, and of the approaches, 
to the river, from which they had thus successfully dislodged the enemy. 

Smarting under the reproaches with which Amrfi did not fail to load him: 
on the occasion, Mauweiah found himself now reduced to tho necessity of 
applying to his rival for that indulgence, which, in similar cimumstances, 
he had been so recently induced to withhold. For this purpose he selected 
tvelve of the most distinguished individuals of his party, who received liis 
instructions to repair to the camp of Ally'^, to solicit his concurrence to a 
free communication with the Euphrates , to which, with a liberality of dis- 
position so congenial to his general character, that prince readily'^ sub- 
scribed, desiring the deputies to make known to then employer, that with 
respect to the fullest supply of either his people or their cattle, they should 
on his part experience neither obstruction nor molestation.. Thia 
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dreadful apprehensions in his mind, that he piteously ejcclaimed, in the A.H,XXXVIir. 
utmost trepidation, that he was not hlauweiah; but that he had been com- A. D 658. 
pelledby him, in that disguise, to expose himself in a conflict with Ally, 

The latter, disdaining a contest with the slave of compulsion, told him, ussuff^' 
contemptuously, to retire , a permission, of which he was not slow to avail 
himself. Rejoining Mauweiah, he experienced from him those reproaches 
which his pusillanimity appeared to deserve, but to which he seems to 
have put a stop, by coldly demanding, if he felt any regard for his own 
life ; and when Mauweiah acknowledged the affirmative, he rejoined that 
he must then not be surprised if others were influenced by the same feed- 
ings ; and for his own part he confessed, that he saw nothing very desirable 
in the most princely possessions, if a conflict with Ally was to be the 
pnce. 

The next whom Amru thought fit to recommend as worthy of assailing 
the person of Ally, vas Besheir the son of Ertaut , and he was accordingly 
proceeding on this dangerous experiment, when a kinsman interposed by 
every argument of prudence, and inferiority of personal strength and skill, 
to dissuade him from his rash design ; he declared, notwithstanding, that 
he was bound to obey the commands of his general, though death itself 
dwelt on the point of Ally’s spear, and perdition in the hilt of his sword. 

Thus bravely resolved, he advanced towards Ally, and having fortunately 
contrived to elude the first stroke of zfil fekkaur,* that prince enraged at 
the failure, forced him from the saddle and dashed him to the earth, with- 
out however offering him any further injury. For this instance of forbear- 
ance, one reason which Ally assigned was, that destiny had postponed his 
death , and that if the person who requiied the explanation should survive 
long enough, he would probably witness the evils w'hich this miscreant 
was designed to occasion to his injured family, and in the event it will 
be seen that Besheir bore a conspicuous part in the bloody tragedy at 
Kerbela. On the retreat of this person, the Syrian chieftains appear to 
have declined, for the present at any rate, all further individual contest 
with Alljq who accordingly then w ithdrew^ to his station in the centre. 

The operations of the day concluded with the conversion to the cause of 


• The name of Ally’s double edged sword. 
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"istancG of extraordinajy magnanimity when contrasted with the pf6c^* 
dent exhibited in the conduct of Mauwe, ah, made a deep impression on 
nouzut the minds of some of the delegates ; and one of them in particular, a chief 
belonging to the clientdge of Abhl Ohr, immediately embraced the oppor. 
tunity of enrolling himself among the most zealous of Ally’s adherents. 
Neither does there appear to have arisen on this head any further inter- 
ruption ; the troops and followers of eithei army passing and repassing to 
the Enphintcs, from thence forward^ with ec|uai confidence and freedom of 
intercourse. 

At the expiration of about seven da^s after the affair of the Euphrates, 
notwithstanding, MauWeiah proposed to his followers, to employ a detach-' 
tnent on the road leading towards Irak, in order to inteicept the supplies 
of provision, w inch the people were conveying from that quarter to the 
camp of A 1 13'. In this he again experienced the decided opposition of 
Amrfi, who reprobaJ^'d the measure, as a miserable expedient, calculated 
to produce the same disgraceful issue as that which they had so recently 
been condemned to wuiness. Mainveiah contended how'ever, on the other 
hand, that it w'ould be accompanied wnth extreme danger to attack Ally 
upon any director obvious plan of hostilities, supported as he w'as by a 
great majoiity of the coexiles and coadjutors of the prophet, and the 
noblest of the disciples of the Koran ; to combat therefore openly with 
such men, was to expose themselves to the certainty of defeat, while, by 
cutting off their supplies, as he proposed to do, the pressure of scarcity 
end hunger must ultimately produce the ordinary results of discontent and 
diminution, if not of the total dispersion of bis forces. Amrfi persisted, 
nevertheless, in his endeavour to dissuade him from his design, as an use- 
less exposure of his people to destruction, by the superior force, which, 
on the first intelligence, it w'ould be at the discretion of Ally to direct 
against them. Elavmg, at all events, determined to carry bis plan into 
immediate execution, Mauweiah ordered Abdurraihman the son of Khaled 
to proceed without delay, and possess himself of the approaches from the 

countries on the lower Tigris and Euphrates. 

From the son of Khaled, however, he received, dftrue, no very flattering 
proof of the obedience which should have animated the chieftains, w o 
followed his standard. He'was taxed by this w'arnor with his gross parti' 
affty in selecting him for tfie post of danger, w'hile the fairest portion 0 ns 
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^.H.XXXVIJI. Ally, of Zeberkai a distinguished warrior in the service of Mauweiah ; who 
liad occasionally oHiciated as almoner to tlie prophet, and as agent of the 
Kou^ut public booty, ju the reign of Abu Bukker , and having been employed 

v^suna. during the S) nan war m that of Omar, he had ever since continued 


attached to the destiny of the governors of that province. Finding himself 
unexpectedly opposed to the youthful Iinaum Hhsseyne, who° by 'his 
fathers pennission, had accepted his challenge, he was seized with a sudden 


compunction at the idea of drawing his sword against one whom he could 
not but remember, as the object of his prophet’s fondest caresses; and he 
therefore intreated that Husseyne would become his intercessor for forgiven 
ness with his father; to which he was accordingly received without great 
difficulty. The armies retired for the night to their respective encamp- 


ments. 

On one of the succeeding days of this memorable contest, on which it 
was the lot of Aumar Yausser, at the head of the troops of Irak, to bear a 
conspicuous share, Amrh, with the choice of the array of Syria, drew out 
to oppose him. Among these latter, there appeannga standaid, the colour 
of which was S3'mboIicaI of the party and principles of the house of Abbas, 
the troops of Ally immediately recognized it as one which had been 
presented with his own hands to Amrti, by the prophet. Such an impres- 
sion Ally conceived it necessary to remove, by asserting that this most 
honorable proof of confidence in superior valour, had been bestowed on 
AmrfijOnthe express condition, that he should never fly before infldels, 
Dor fight against the faithful ; the first of vyhich ficv^had violated before the 
prophet’s death, and of the latter his contempt was sufficiently demon- 
strated by his appearance in arms against his brethren, on the present 
occasion. Aumar Yausser and Amrfi engaged however the whole of this 
day without claiming the advantage on either side. 

On one of the following days, Ahemraer, the mowlai, or confidential 
freedmanofAbuSofifeyan, audoneof the most intrepid warriors of the 
age, came forward, and gave defiance to Ally. Saussah the son of Soujaa 
endeavoured to check his pyesumption, by imprecating the vengeance of 
heaven on the man who employed such a dog as he was, to insult the 
chosen servant of God. Ahemmer called out, notwithstanding, that bis 
challenge was directed to Ally, and to no other person ; he shou a 

never <j[uit that spot without the head of the son ofAbitaue ,o 
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loss of his own. Apprized of his insolent menaces, the Khalif hastened to A.H.XXXVUI. 
iiilhct the chastizement Minch he seemed to provoke, by these arrogant A. D.658. 
dori.inces ; and immediately seizing him by the shoulders, he dashed him Rouzut 
to the earth Midi such furious violence as to fracture every bone and limb ussulfl. 
ol his body. Ally resumed his station. Kerreib the son of Abrahah, of 
the nice of Ztyezzen, of hideous visage and gigantic stature, and of whose 
extraordiuaiy strength it is gi\en as a proof, that he could obliterate the 
impressions on a dirrem M’lth his thumbs, M’as the next who placed himself 
in a posture of defiance, in the presence of Ally's followers, three of 
v\ horn had succcssncK fallen by the more than brutal force of his arm^ 
wheu the forbearance of that prince became exhausted, and he determined 
VMihout further delay to put a period to his triumphs, and avenge the im- 
molation of his bra\c companions. He accordingly' approached, and 
threatening him Mith the seventy of duine wrath w'hich w'as now at hand, 
he admonished him to avoid it by an immediate and seasonable recanta- 
tion of his errors. AVith insolent defiance, Kcrreib replied, that with 
the trusty sword v\lnch he brandished in his hand, he had laid many such 
as Ally in the dust , and at the same instant making at him a well directed 
stroke, the Khalif received it on his buckler, and immediately returning it 
with unerring force and precision, clove him from the crest to the saddle 
bow. 

Ally again withdrew to his station, directing his son JSIahommed by 
Hancifah, to remain however on the spot for a short time, in order to 
answer to the demands for vengeance, which were likely to proceed from 
the relatives of the slam. Shortly afterw'ards, as he had foreseen, an uncle’s 
son of the; fallen warrior, accordingly rode up, and imperiously demanded, 
whither the cavalier who had slaughtered his kinsman had withdrawn 
himself The son of Ilaneifah informed him in reply', that /le had been 
deputed to represent the person whom he sought A contestimmedi- 
ntely ensued ; in vv Inch, after a struggle of some duration and obstinacy, 
the youthful w'arrior succeeded at last in unhorsing, and bringing his 
antagonist to the earth , and in the same manner, not less than eight more 
of the kinsmen of the deceased vv'ere successively compelled to yield to 
the superior valour and martial skill of the gallant son of Hanqifah. Of 
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Syrinn, lie rushed upon ihc prophet’s rightful successor V'lth nil the fury of A.H XXXVltf. 

rcimtro. It w.i'', however, spc'edily .illnycd. One unerring sweep of A. D. 658. 

zultekkaur ‘-i jiarau d the upper portion of hib body, wliu li fell clean to the Rouzut 

c.aiili from the inierior half wlurh reuiaiiied fixed on the saddle. These ussufli. 

circuni‘'tances, how o\er, bear so striking , a rcseinhlance to those already 

rcluvd in a poa i ding pa-^e, th u the} nia> he probably referred to the same 

oceuironco, d<^(iilH'd with aliitle xanation But such, at any rate, w'as 

th. i\iiMidinn\ appe. rane*' exluliilt d by the inntilated carcase of the 

l^Lliiniian til It it it.ri, ii>l\ atir u ted tin attention ol Ann u Auss , who incon- 

tinenlh excl im- d that ‘'lu ii a i\ound ronid onl\ be inflicted by the arm 

of AIK , and lt\ li il'iiii M ‘iiweiali, ne\»‘rtb(‘less, jirofcssing to discredit 

the assertion, Ainru proi.'.-- d that he slnnild order a general charge, adding, 

that if the disguised warrior kept Ins ground without shrinking, he 

required no other proof of his identits , if not, he should ,aeknow ledge his 

error AccordingK the whole collected force of that part of the battle 

united in an as'^ault upon the person of Ally, by whom it was sustained with 

immo\ cable firmness , nor could he be induced to w itlulraw' until three and 

thntv of the eucmv had successnely fallen b\ his hand. The loyal and 

intrepid .Malck Aslitur then interposed, intrcating that he would cease to 

contend an\ longer with a misguided multitude, whose unhallowed 

attempts he would himself be responsible to chastize lie continued how'- 

e\cr for some time to resist the importunities of his friend, appealing to the 

example of the prophet, who m the battles ofOhud and lloncyne, did not 

concene it beneath him to engage m a personal contest with his enemies , 

and urging the termination of those ills, which his faithful follow eis had been 

compelled to endure, that would be tlie unquestionable result, if Mauweiah 

and Ins associate Amru would meet him hand to band. 

Snflermg himself to be prevailed upon at last, how’ever, by the repeated 
solicitations of Malek Asliinr, Ally w'ltlidrew to bis station , and his intre- 
pid friend now’ substituted Ins own endeavours to provoke ISIauw'eiah to a 
personal[contest, w Inch the latter aflected to disdai.i, on the plea that he was 
not his equal. i\Ialek Ashtiir next directing his attention to some other prey, 
fixed upon Jundeb the son of Abi Rebbeiah w'hom be dared to attest his 
prowess This person liad hitherto m vain solicited thehandofiMareiah,oneof 
the daughters of Man w'eiah , and being observed to hesitate w ith regard to th& 
challenge of jNIalek Ashtnr, Amru undertook to engage that the object of 
lus lot c and ambition should be the rew’ard of a successful contest a pros- 
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A.H.XXXyjll. the latter, it is'sHid that, when aftenvards questioned by his friends as to 

-1- !: could have actuated his father, in exposing him to such 

Jtou^ut repeated assaults on this occasion, while he appeared so scrupulous with 
respect to his brothers J-Jussun and Hhsseyne; the generous youth replied, 
that nothing could be more reasonable than that the bands should be em- 
ployed for the defence of the eyes, which, as he explained it, was the 
distinction m which he and his brothers possessed the regard of their 
parent. 

During one of the subsequent days of the war, Abdurraihman the son of 
Khdled, in the usual posture of menace and defiance, presented liimselfon 
the plain. To his summons clieei fully answered the fearless Malek Ash- 
tur, who with one tremendous stroke of his scimitar, divided his helmet to 
the scull. Stunned by the blow, although no further injured, Abdurraih- 
man rather disgracefullj' withdrew; and appearing before Mauweiah, fieely 
confessed that he felt himself no longer capable of supporting his scheme 
of vengeance against the destroyers of Othman : the fermentation of whose 
blood, as far as he could judge, was not likely to subside, but in the total 
annihilation of those who had undertaken to avenge it. Mauweiah 
observed m reply, that his ardour for battle seemed to be veiy easily extin- 
guished, since so chiididi an adventure Avas sufficient to drive him from the 
field ; he should rather have called to bis recollection the cruel insults 
endured by the injured monarch whom they were associated to avenge ; 
and above all to bear in mind, that with the resolute and brave, God was 
always present. To which, with as little reserve, ‘Abdurraihman was 
heard to rejoin, that such remarks might well proceed Trom Mauweiah 
seated on his couch of state, a remote spectator of the storm, W’hile the 
sword and spear Avere left entirely to his friends'. He now called upon 
him m one instance at least to afford the world a proof of the sincerity of 
his professions ; to disrobe himself of his unmanly silks, and clad in the 
habiliments of a soldier, for once assay the perils of the conflict. 
These severe hints were received by Mauweiah with apparent good 
humour. Calling for his helmet and armour, he proceeded toAvards the 
embattled front of the enemy, of whom he defied the boldest to enter the 
lists with him, directing his challenge in particular to the tribe of Hamdan. 
This was accepted by Saueid the son ofKeyss, the ansaur, who accordingly 
advanced fi om the ranks of Ally’s troops, and discovering the quality and 





A.H.XXXVm. pect so flattering to his hopes irresistibly led him to tempt his fate. He 
A, D. 658. accordingly approached his warlike antagonist, who smiled with con tempi- 
Rouzut uous ire at the information which he dared to announce, that the hand 

vrsufiA. of the princess of Damascus was to be the price of his head. Atthehrst 

onset Jundeb passed his lance under the arm of his opponent, who retained 
it in that position with a force which all the exertion of the Syrian iias 
unable to relax, until it was divided in tn^in by the sword of that faith- 
ful advocate of the cause of Ally. Thus disarmed of the weapon on which 
he seemed to have rested his chief dependence, Jundeb endeavoured to 
save himself by a sudden flight, but was soon overtaken, and his ambition 
foi ever appeased by the unerring arm of his puisuer. Prosecuting his 
advantage with an impetuosity which struck terror all around him, the 
Syrians dispersed befoie Malek Ashtur like a flock of sheep , and he had 
made his way to the person Mauvveiah, whom he was preparing to 
'^-id of his cares forever, when a soldier, of the tribe of Benni Jammia, inter* 
posed, and yielded his own a sacrifice to save the life of his general 
Mauw'eiah rejoicing in die escape, hastily withdrew himselffrom the scene 
of danger. 

Among the occurrences which distinguished another of the daysof this 
memorable war, the demeanor of a certain Mohaurek the son of Abdurraih- 
man, has been selected for particular relation in this place. Entering the 
lists on the part of Mauweiah, this S^wian proclaimed the ordinary challenge 
to the troops of Ally, and required an equal combatant. Fatally for hifO' 

self, Mou men the son of Abdullah, of the tribe of Muraud, became the 


first to repel the proud defiance; and falling in the conflict, the ferocious 
Syrian struck off his head, placing it with its lips kissing the dust* then 
stripping the*]ifeless corse, be barbarously and indecently exposed it m 
that state to the view of both armies. Exulting at this early specimen of 


success, Mohaurek again haughtily measured the field, daring the adverse 
line to a further tfial of arms. His appeal was next answered by Mosslera 
the son of Abdurreiah, of the tribe of Ezd, who, as well as two other ivatj 
iiors who generously endeavoured to avenge his death, shared the fate, am 
was condemned to the same brutal and unmanly exposure uith ins pre m 
cessor. The arrogance of the Syrian became now above all 
soldiers of Ally being m tiuth more powerfully deterred fnan ^ 
with him, by an apprehension of the infamous and brutal exposure < 
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identity of lu<? aiUagoni'^t, eagerly to engage him; but conceiving 

hiiUbelt unecjual to n 001110*51 with tins \etcran ohiof, Mauweiah precipi- 
talolv wiilidrew to his lent, ‘^peei'hless with conslernntion and shame. 

Alter this ahoitno oxoition ol spirit on the part of Mauweiah, u Inch 
as coming Iroin tlie pi n of an achersary we are not warranted perhaps in 
adiuiitmg to oiir belief without a considerable reserve on the score of inve- 
terate prr pidicc, Malok Ashlur came forward, calling for an opponent in the 
trial of arms 'I'he person who prcsenied himself to accept tlie challenge, 
appeals toha\eheen Obaidullah the son of the KhahfOmar, unconscious 
that he was opposed to his uncle Upon nearer approach, he demanded 
the name of his antagonist, as he should not condescend to measure* his 
sword with an inferior. “Men call me jMalek the son of IJfireth,” 
replied Malek Ashtur , on which, after a short pause, Obaidullah observed 
that had he pre\iously recognized him for his uncle, he would not have 
been the person to assail him , at all events, he must intreat his permis- 
sion to retire. Malek Ashtur cautioned him to bew’are of having it said, 
that the son of Omar had basely shrunk from acontest with his equal. Obai- 
dullah rejoined, that lite imported him far more than the clamours of a 
senslcss populate , he should be the rather more gratified m the saying, 
God has picsL’i-c(l, than as a hloless corse, that they should ejaculate, God 
June Hid Cl) upon Jus soul In short, that of two alternatn es, he w'ould 
rather forleit the opinion of the world, than imbrue his hands in the blood 
of his rclatue Upon this Malek Ashtur permitted him to wuthdraw, 
admonishing him for the future, not to enter the lists with an opponent, to 
w'hose person he w-as a stranger. Rejoicing at his escape, Obaidullah now 
presented himself before Mauw'eiah, by whom he wms desired to account, 
if possible, for the e\traordiuary sjmptoms ot alarm, of wdiich he did not 
e\cn yet appear suibciently recovered , for to him it seemed, that in courage 
and personal strength he and INlalek Ashtur were much upon a par. To 
this, ha\mg received for answer, a demand w'hy he did not himself make 
the experiment, Mauw'eiah ventured unfortunately to boast, that he had 
already met a person not inferior to Ashtur in any respect , alludins: to hi& 
aukward adventure wuth Saueid , Obaidullah again obseived, that this w'as 
very true, but he supposed that he would not presume to deny, that they w^ere 
no sooner about to engage, than he fled before his antagonist like the fox 
from the assault of the lion. Here iMauw'eiah swore by liis God, that 
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dentil, tlinn In tlic prospocl of dentil it'Jclf. This brutal treatment of the A.H XXXVIH, 
plain M.i*; prnb.ibli knelled ns jin insnlt to the unsullied purity and honor- A.D.658. 
able fei lines of the son of Abntaiileb , whose particular abhorrence of a llourut 
proecediiii: so ‘'a\.it:e <'oiild not lia\e been unknown to the enemy.- ussuRi, 
Aecordni''l\ the di^iznicefnl rircinnst.ince became no sooner known to the 

s’ • 

Klialif, than he hastened to di'-robc himself of his ordinary parh, and in a 
divixmse whirli sullieienllN cniircaled his identity, presented himself to the 
\ inntiiii; Mri.m. Spurred to Ins f.ue hy a spirit oi presumption, and ignor- 
ance of the f]ii.ilil\ of Ills illiistrions opposcr, he did not hesitate to attack 
the peison ol All\ , b\ w ho e s( miiiar he was instantly clo\cn from the 
slionlder to theibme. 'I'he Khalif then dismounting from his horse, 
stnuk otl Ins In .id , Init m contrast to tlie jiracticc of llie fallen miscreanr, 
he pheul It on the earth fare upwards, to the conlomplntion of heaven. 

In the s.niie ni run r ‘■^.vcn niore of the .S\riaii w'arriors, who assailed the 
person of AM\, hee.mie ilie \iciiins of their nun laslmcss, and successively 
shared die f ie ftf their pro(leecs‘.or^ 

OliscrMii': that niatter> had takf ii this merlons rcierse, the love of life w-ns^ 
not less pow erinl in mimiKlaling the Brians from the lia7nr(l of a contest 
with the nilnpid unknown, than the apprehensions of a scandalous 
cNposnre had r» ('enll\ pra\ ('d in deterring their ad\ crsancs anti Maiiw eiali 
il'O fnidiiv.; that the same panic had irresistibly sewed the bravest of his 
soldiers, c.illed upon one of liis sla\esof the name of lJ.‘ireth, distinguished 
for superior strengtli and hardihood, to smnmon the whole of his force, m 
order to terminate the niiscliicfs. of w huh this strange caiaher was the 
occasion , an undertaking, he added, worthy of his iinri\ ailed prowess. 

‘‘Alas my lord,*’ said IJ.'irclli, “ though convinced fcoiu obsenation that 
“ the united force ol } our arm> would he nisufiicicnt to compel him to 
“ retire , and though .ill who maize the attempt be doomed to perisli, yet 
“since my life appear^ to ha\ e no furthei \alue m your esteem, and a 
“ refusal on my jiarl niiglit produce a degree of ailliction on yours,. I am 
“prepared to evince my obedience, though inevitable death be the issue. 

“ Better 1 should peiish a thousand times, tlinn my lord should suffer a 
“moment’s uneasiness” “God forbid,” replied Mnuw'eiah, “that I 
“ should consent to iby destruction ; so far from it, that 1 do not wish thee 
“ the slightest injury. Set thy mind at rest, I w'lH endeavour to find a 
“remedy in prevailuig upon some other to undertake the enterprize.” Iq. 
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A.H.XXXVIII. when it suited his conveiiience to meet the son of.Abitauleb himself it 
should be seen that he would not shun a contest with him. ' In the midst 
Rouzut of the altercation, as if fortune was determined to bnng his sincerity to the 
OKufra. test, the ears of Mauweiah were suddenly appalled by the voice of Ally, 
loudly inviting the son ofHmda tp spare the effusion of Mahommedan 
blood, by meeting him but for one short instant in a trial of arms ; that if 
he was victorious the world would be his own without a rival; but> where- 
ever the victory rested, the public, at least, would be relieved from the 
piessure of those calamities with which it had been so long afflicted. Per- 
fectly aware that the speech of Ally was exclusively addressed to himself, 
hlauweiah preserved, notwithstanding, the most profound silence , nor 
could he be prevailed upon to unseal his lips, by either arguments or 
expostulations ; though the son of Omar adjured him to attend to the 
invitations of his rival, as he valued his fame as a warrior, and his character 
as the heir of Abu Soffeyan , and to emb"a'ce the opportunity of exhibiting 
to the world a glorious proof, that his pretensions to superior prowess were 
established on the justest foundations. 

Neither the representations ofObaidullnh, nor the reiterated calls of Ally 
were, however, capable of producing any impression on the behaviour of 
Mauw'eiah ; he persisted in the most obstinate silence* And Ally per- 
ceiving that threats and invitations were equally unavailing, directed his 
career upon the front of the Syrian army, which after throwing into disor- 
der from right to leftjhe returned to his station. The remarks of the sod of 
Omar were now pointed with keener severity to the disgraceful apathy of 
Mauweiah; on whichhedid not foibear to observe, that whatever credit 
they might still have been disposed to give him, (although the result of his 
meeting with Saueid afforded a tolerable proof that his boasted pretensions 
were little to be depended on) yet the trembling limbs, and livid countenance 
with which he heard the proposals of his more warlike rival, were demon* 
strations too palpable, not to remove the delusion altogether; and what 
further means he had m reserve for the prosecution of his designs, he must, 
for his own part, confess himself at a loss to conjecture. Much offended 
at this freedom of language on the part of a dependant, Mauweiah desire 
Amrfi to noticeThe remarks with which the son of Omar presumed to 
insult his presence i but Arar& declaring himself of a similar opinion, 
iliat in declining a personal conflict with Ally, he had done wrongf 
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A.H.XXXVin. this, however, he was rather less fortunate in his research, tlian Ins 
- exemption : not one in the whole army appearing clispoM-d io 

Rouzut engage in the perilous attempt. Ally no longer at a loss to conioctu^c 

assuffa, the reason, put off his helmet, and pronounced with a \oice of dcfiiP-e 
that he was Abhl Hussun ; and this producing a tuniultuous murmur 
among the Syrians, he disdainfully withdrew; the sla^e of Mauuoi-h 
exulting m the sagacity which had enabled him to estimate the daii-ir 


from which the forbearance of his sovereign had so seasonably contribiikd 
to rescue him. 



r 



ihe only person of eminence recorded to have fallen by his hand, was a A.H.XXXVnh 
brother ofZvll Kullan, the Hoineirian, who became the victim of his rash- A. D. 658. 
ness, in endea\ curing to arrest the progress of this veteran chief. Rouzut 
l^aiigued, however, with exertion beyond the compass of his years, and ussufti. 
fainting with thirst, Aiimar called for water; by some accident or other they 
procured him a cup of milk and water, called by the Arabs zabbauh, which he 
no sooner observed, than repeating the tckbeir, and taking a draught of 
the grateful beverage, he related to his attendants a prediction of the pro- 
phet, that he should fall by the hands of rebels , that he should receive his 
mortal wound in that part of the body which is neither subject to the 
protection of the angel Gabriel, nor of Michael, but betwixt both , and 
that his death would be at hand when he desired water, and they should 
bring him milk and water , from all which he assured them that he should 
not survive tlie day. 

According to others, he desired his followers to observe the banners 
which floated among the squadrons of Mauweiah ; with these, he said, he 
had on three memorable occasions in the service of his prophet, combated 
the adversaries of the true faith . and yet that the time Avas come, in which he 
might with a safe conscience assure his soldiers that it was a sacred duty to 
assail those M ho were associated under the shadow of the same banners. 

For his own part, he was not disposed to conceal from them, that this day 
was destined to be the last of his life, but for such a circumstance he 
intreated them to be under no concern ; rather to commit bis fate to the 
disposal of that benignant being, in whose mercy, the advocates of the 
cause of a just and virtuous prince would find a sure and everlasting 
asylum. So saying, he gave his charger the lash, and plunged with 
desperate violence into the hottest of the action After having successively 
charged them, with^a contempt of danger which could not fail to render 
him an object too conspicuous not to attract the attention of the enemj'^, 
he was at last surrounded by the Syrians ; and one of them, at a moment 
when he was off his guard, transfixed him with a lance below the 
short ribs. Fainting under the anguish of his wound, he yet summoned 
sufficient strength to withdraw to the protection of his ovn party, and 
then renewing the draught of milk^and water, bore testimony to the truth 
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A.H.XXXyjir. became cxposcfl which we shall forbear to parficiilarize. fn this situation 
^ ‘'f’orned to do him any fuiihei mj„ry, and suffered him to escape 

Rouzui 'villi the contemptuous remark, that he was never to foiget the c/rcum- 
»s5ufid. stance to which lie was indebted for life and safety. 

Thus escaped from the jaws of death, Amih ajipeared in the presence of 
Mauweiah, with whom a conversation passed, winch, though ill suited to 
the gravity of history, has iiowevcr not been rhought unworthy of relation. 
I\Iau\\ ciali. “I give thee credit Amiu for thj' ingenious contrivance, 
“ though 1 believe thou wilt be the first on record that ever escaped the 
sword by so scandalous an exposure. To the day of thy death it there- 
“ fore behoves thee to be qratefiil to those organs, to which alone thy 
safety has been owing. Art thou not asliamcd of being thus the accom- 
plice of thine own infamy Amru — “ Put a check to thy loquacity 

“ Mauwcinh, hadst thou been in my place, thy pride had been, completely 
“ humbled, and thy wives and children, at this moment, widowed and 
“ fatherless ; when Ally dared thee to the field, did I not see thee pale and 
deprived of motion ? From a man of thy doubtful courage, these sjrcas- 
tical remarks on my actions are therefore equally^ unseasonable and 
unbecoming.” Mauweiah, (laughing) — “ Pray how didst thou contrive 
to breathe, Amrh, in a posture so uncouth, with thy legs swinging in the 
‘‘ air; I fancy thou wast little aware of the disgrace about to befal thee, 

“ or thou wouldst surely have provided thyself with a pair of drawers.’’ 
Amrfi — “ My conduct is no further singular than that when I perceived 
“ the superior strength of mine enemys 1 thought it prudent to retreat.” 
Mauweiah — “ I do not pretend to aver that there is any^ thing peculiarly 
“disgraceful in yielding to such as Ally I only maintain that it was^ 
scandalously so, to make a pair of colour staffs of thy legs, and to expose 
“thyself so shamefully to him and all (he world.” Amrfi — “It cannot 
surely be surprising, that when he recollected me to be his uncle’s son, 
“Ally should have been induced to spare me.” Mauweiah — ‘ 

“ Amrh this IS too arrogant to be borne, remembering, as I do, the prO' 

“ phePs declaration, that Ally was of the same descent with himself, even 
“ to father Adam. Now we all know that the father of Ally was a chie 
« of the illustrious race of Hgushem ; whereas thme was no more than » 
“common butcher, of the tribe of Koraish.” Amrfi—“ Great Go - 
“ these sarcastic remarks are to me far more intolerable than the p 
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^.H.XXXVIII. of the prophet’s prediction, and immediately expired. Information of the 
melancholy event was speedily conveyed to Aliy; who hastened to the 
Rouzut pdlovv of the departed- warrior, and placing his head upon his knees, pro- 
muB. ceeded to lament his fate, in a strain which bespoke his own sorrow and 
the transcendentmerit of him whose loss he deplored. He further pro- 
nounced that that man was no true Mahommedan, to whom the death of 
die venerable Aumar was not a serious private affliction ; and haying 
implored the mercy of his creator for the departed spirit of his friend, on 
that day when risen from the dust an account of his actions should be 
required of him, he related, as a proof of the intimate friendship which 
-subsisted between him and their revered, and illustrious prophet, that he 
tiever observed three persons in company with the latter, to whom Aumaf 
did not make a fourth, nor four to whom he did not make the fifth. 
once, repeated he, but most frequently had the lamented Aumar secured a 
claim to the mansions of eternal bliss, the gates of which were doubtless 
at this moment thrown open to receive him; while he could undertake to 
announce for his destroyers, as well as for his calumniators, and those who 
had stripped him of his armour, an abode in everlasting misery. From this 
latter circumstance it would, however, appear, that the body of Aumar had 
originally been left on the field of battle ; but being afterwards recovered^ 
received the rites of sepulture from the hands of Ally hifnself, who did not 
fail to do justice to the virtues of his departed friend. 

It IS at the same tinje further related, that the day on which he fell, the 
person of the venerable Aumar Yausser was pointed out to his followers by 
Mauweiah, who promised a purse of dirhems to any one that would bring 
him his head. Soon afterwards, W ulleid the son ofA ukkebah, and a certain 
Ehen ul Joun Ussegoony, appeared in his presence with the head of the 
fallen chief, each claiming for himself the merit of having killed him. 
Unable to judge between them, Mauweiah referred them to the decision 
of Abdullah the son-ofAmrO. To direct him in his decision, Abdullah 
desired that they would respectively describe the manner in which this 
-exploit bad been performed. Wulleid affirmed generally, that he had 
assailed and killed the aged warrior, without stating the particulars of the 
combat : op which Abdullah pronounced witbont hesitation, that be at 
any rate was guiltless of the deed, and turning to Eben Usseggoony, be 
teqaired bis Statement of the case. This person proceeded accordingly tp 



t' inflicted by the svrords and arrows of the enem 3 ^ Had I remained a.H XXXVIII. 
“quietly at home, without involving myself m thy quarrel, and bartering A.D.658. 

“ mv eternal welfare for worldly profit, 1 should never have been destined Rouzut 
“ to listen to such speeches, nor have subjected mv'self to the endurance ussuffa, 

“ of all this burden of labour and anxiety.” Such, without embellishment, 
was the conversation which has been ascribed to these two celebrated men 
on this very ludicrous occasion; and which, as an illustration of manners, 
however deploiably it ma}”^ fall short of the manly and exalted sentiments 
conv’ev'ed in the inerenious fabrications of the illustrious historian of the 
Roman republic, we have ventured to admit into these pages. But as if 
our author were unwilling to part with his reader on such easy terms, he 
insists upon furnishing him with another lelation of the meeting betwixt 
Amrh and All}' ; with whom the former had pledged himself to hazard a 
personal conflict, as the price of his restoration to the presence of Mau- - 
w'eiah, from which, in consequence of his importunities and the freedom 
of h^s remarks, he had been punished by an expulsion of some days. The 
result was, however, similar to what has been already described, and 
subjected Araru for a long time afterw’ards to the scorn and derision of 
hlauw'eiah. 

For tw'o sections further are we compelled to accompany our author^ 
m his tedioas and not very interesting descriptions of various individual 
conflicts which took place during this protracted campaign. Among the 
Syrians, one of the most distinguished for hardihood and deeds of blood, 
w'as Gherraur the son of U1 Adehem ; who now' repaired to the intermedi- 
ate space mutually assigned by the contending armies for these martial 
exhibitions, and after a boastful recital of his own exploits, concluded by a 
general defiance to the followers of Ally. Aw'are of the undaunted cour- 
age andfeiocity, which this person was acknowledged to possess, none of 
the Khalifs troops for some time appeared disposed to enter the lists with 
him , until as he was parading to and fro, he happened to cast his eyes 
upon Aiaush the son of Rebbeiah the Haushemite, of whom he demanded, 
if he felt so disposed, to try the effect of a career or tw'o with him. Aiaush 
readily acceded to his proposal, on condition that they should each 
dismount, since they might on foot contend with greater security, while it 
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telate, that his lance having penetrated the armour of Aumar Yaiisser, the 
latter nas unhorsed m the conflict ; and exclaimed, that he must despair 
of deliverance, ^^hose contrition and humiliation was destined to take place 
in the presence of the two archangels already named. An exclamation, of 
nluch, unless it attested the conviction of the dying chief, that the hdur 
of dissolution was too late for repentance, vre cannot pretend to explain 
the allusion. In this situation, houeVer, according to the statement of 
Usscgoony, Aumar looked incautiously to the right and left, and thus 
afforded an opportunity to strike off his head at a single blow; “take thy 
reward” said Abdullah, “ and at the same time my congratulation on the 

“ prospect of eternal punishment.” “ Wretched is my lot then if I kill,” 
Cried Usseggoony, throwing away the purse of dirhems which had been deli- 
vered to him, “and equally WTetched if I am killed.” As a sequel to the 
death of this venerable personage, we are also informed, that when it was 
taentioned to J»Iauw eiah by AmrCi, as a circumstance to be regretted, that 
Aumar had fallen by the hands of their soldiers, the former demanded 
why the matter should give him such concern } “Surely,” cried Amrfi, 
“ thou art not aware of the prophet’s prediction, that he should be cut off 
“ by rebels.” “ Say not that our men were his destroyers,” rejoined 
Mauweiah, “ he was the murderer of Aumar Yausser, who engaged him 
“ in the w'ar, namely, the son of Abiitauleb.” On ■which occasion, Abdul- 
lah the son of Amrh, who -Was present during the conversation, shrew'dly 
remaiked, that the guilt of Hamzah’s blood, by a similarity of reasoning, 
must rest with the prophet w'ho conducted him to the field of Ohud ; not 
W’lth Wahaushy, by w'hose spear he fell, A remark which is, however, by 
others ascribed to Ally himself, when the saying of Mauweiah was after- 
wards repotted to him. 

The contest had now continued fora period of eleven months; in whichj 
according to the best informed historians, though with the exception of the 
months interdicted by the law's and usages of Arabia, the armies were daily 
brought into action , yet the dread of total extirpation which reciprocally 
prevailed, had hitherto deterred the parties from committing their cause 
to the hazard of a general and decisive battle. One day, how'ever, towards 
the conclusion of the campaign. Ally is tepresented to have prepared for 
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A.n.XXXWII. would not be so ensy to elude the stroke of him who possessed the sharpest 

This wns a mctliod to which Gherraur observed that, he did not 
llouzui experience the slightest difficulty in subscribing. They accordingly quit. 
^ssuHa. ted llieir liorses, and most furiously assailed each other with their scimitars ^ 
the adverse iiosts resting on their arms the while, to behold the combat." 
Such, however was the impenetrable fabric or temper of their armour, that 
every exertion to strike with effect proved utterly' unavailing, until at 
length marking an interstice in the mail of his antagonist, Aiaush watched 
his opportunity, and inflicted so deadly a wound with the united strength 
of both his arms, that Gherraur immediately fell, amidst the tekbeirs and 
loudest plaudits of the friends of Ally, and to the equal confusion and 
sorrow of the adverse party. 

Finding, from those who attended his person, that Aiaush was the suc- 
cessful combatant m the arduous struggle, Ally immediately required hi9> 
presence; not indeed to applaud and reward him as he might perhaps have 
foiidlj' anticipated, but to reprobate Ins conduct for his presumptuous 
infraction and disobedience of orders, after the injunctions which, equally 
with Abdullah Abbas, liad been so strictly laid upon him not to quit his 
station in the line on any pretext whatever. Aiaush endeavoured to vindi- 
cate himself by alleging the leflections to which he would have been 
exposed, if he had declined the invitation of his adversary in the face of 


the whole army. Ally desired him to recollect how much more meritorK 
ous It was to abide by the precepts of his Imaum, or hierarch, than by 
listening to the suggestions of a declared enemy, to involve himself m des- 
truction. Addressing, however, a short prayer to the Almighty^ be- 
supplicated that his mercy might be extended to Aiaush, and that 
themeiit of his exploit might not be rendered totally unavailing., Onthe- 
other hand, Mauweiah apprized of the fate of Gherraur, proposed to make 


that man the wealthiest among the wealthy, who should avenge him on 
his destroyer. Two warriors of the tribe of Benni Lehim announced that 
they were ready to be the executioners of ffis vengeance ^ and having hfieo- 
assured of a reward of twenty thousand dirhems^ each, tbev jointly 
approached the station of Aiaush, whom they dared to the combat. The 
fatter apprized them that it was not m bis power to engage them withou 
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A.ax^xvill. the conflict with more than usual solemnity. Clad in the prophet’s mail 

and mounted on the prophet’s horse Reyab, with his whip 
Rouzut mumshoiik in hand, he announced to Malek Ashtur his intention to 
■ussufta. combat that day, under the old and venerated standard of Mahommed ; by 
whom he acknowledged to have been forewarned at the period of his death, 
of the hostilities m which he was to be involved, and of the injuries which 
he was destined to experience from the men of Syria and Damascus. He 
then directed it to be proclaimed to the army that all who were ambitious 
of devoting themselves in the service of their God, should immediately 
prepare for serious action. Accordingly the troops drew out in formidable 
strength, and the standard of the prophet, now worn to shreds, being pro- 
duced to them, the appearance of the venerated relic called forth the tears 
and sobs of the illustrious companions who had so often fought and con- 
quered under its shadow* such as were within reach, kissed it vith 
enthusiastic devotion, while others pressed it to their eyes. Those at a 
distance were content to fix their looks upon it with feelings of reverence 
and loyal affection ; and in this disposition the various tribes received 
instructions from Ally to direct their attack respectively upon the opposite 
squadrons in the adv^erse line. Mauweiah, on the other hand, was not 
inactively employed, twelve thousand of the best warriors of the Koraish 
and other tribes of Hejauz assembled round his tribunal, listened with 
faithful zeal to the arguments which he [repeated to stimulate them to 
blood and slaughter. Nevertheless, when Ally, sword m hand, at the bead 
of his numerous v^eterans impetuously rushed upon them to the cry of 
htia/iba/, they found themselves incapable of withstanding the 
assault, and weie accordingly thrown into immediate confusion, the 
- ensigns of Mauweiah appearing at this moment to verge on total discomfi- 
ture and defeat. Observing them give way in all directions, Ally reproach- 
fully proclaimed aloud,' "'Men of Damascus whither do ye ^ are ye 
yet to learn that victory and defeat are the alternate chances of war ^ 
Awakened to a sense of shame by this seasonable admonition from the 
lips of an enemy, the Syrians are said to have immediately rallied and 
recoiled on their adversaries * and thus recovered from disorder, the tribes 
of Auk and Aishaur, who had been the first to give way on the occasion, 

were commanded by Mauweiah to post themselves m front, in order to 

receive the further onset of Ally’s troops, The former of these tribe-, 
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llic prrm^'^ion of 1 » 1 ‘; gcncrnl ; lo \\hom, in the menn time, he found means 
to ropori the ( ircinii‘«lanrc. AIIn, after nnirming with an oath, that it 
appeared lo he llic delcrniiiialion of Mauwciali that none of tlie Benni 
11.111*^11001 at lea'll ‘'liould be *0111010(1 to hreallie upon earth, commanded his 
fiioiid lo disniniint and put od his armour ‘ and having gi\cn liis own to 
Ai.iush, he directed him lo pop^onale liis 'sovereign, and occupy his station 
until he should rotuni. Mounted on the horse of Aiau'^li, and clad in his 
armour. Ally proceedi’d thus di'^guiscd to inecl the challengers. Suppos* 
in<.r luin lo he no other than the uarnor mIioiii they sought, they demanded 
if he h.ul obtained the req(ii*'ile permi‘'Sioii , and as his answer implied that 
he wa*' alw.aN*' warranted in allarkiiig the oppressors, and that the cause of 
Alh had the support of Ommpotencc, one of them immediately assailed 
him With asingle swcip of Ins scimitar, the Khalil severed the upper 
from the low or h.iir of his hculN , and such, adds the historian, was the 
kocnnc'vs and temper of the stool, and the rapidity and 'precision of the 
stroke, that the man thus dnided iii liahcs, continued fixed in the saddle; 
the spectators (concluding that Alh had missed his blow, until on the 
nKncment of the horse the two parts of the body, on opposite sides, fell to 
the ground. 

'I he hope of golden reward wrought so powerfully, notwithstanding, 
•with the sure nor that he sununoued still suflicicnt courage lo sustain the 
assault of All\, *=0 that he w.vs also dispatched lo share the fate of his com- 
panion. Thedeslioycr of the Benin Lehim became now- identified ; and 
hl.uiwciah biitcrU complained that every measure on which he had been 
led to rei)o‘>c any reliance, seemed hiiherlo destined to terminate in dis- 
appomlmeiil and disgrace To this, m retaliation perhaps for his recent 
sarcastic remarks, AmrCi dryly observing, that in this instance unfortu- 
nately the Lclumians and not Mauweiah were the sufierers, the author has 
aeconiiTiodated hi*; readers with another colloquy betw een these celebrated 
chiittams Mauweah — “Silence Amrh, thy remarks are at present 

“ imscasonahlc ” Ainrh — “ I wall at least supplicate that they may be 
“receued to the meicy of heaven, although on that subject 1 have ample 
“ leason to despair ” Mainveiah — “If they shall not find mercy, how 
“ wretched, Amiu, will be thy destiny >” Amrb— “ Even so, for had not 
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obscn me: thnt the Hnmdanites occupied Oie part of Ally’s line of battle A. H XXXVIII. 
\Nluch was oppo<;ite to them, made a solemn vnu- that they would never A.D 658. 
quit the field while one of their opponents remained to dispute it; the Rouzut 

same resolution w as adopted and announced by the Hamdanites, and ussuffi. 

occasioned a disiml slaughter among the bravest of both armies , heads 
now rolled about like tennis balls, and streams of blood polluted the field 
in all directions. But in the issue, the Syrians suflered a total defeat, and 
retired m the utmost confusion. 

In these circumstances Ally forbore to continue the slaughter, and 
foibad his followers to pursue the flying enemy, notw’ithstanding the 
expostulations of his generals ; who urged the impossibility of terminating 
the war with success, if, from a sentiment of absuid and mistaken lenity, 
he thus persisted in debarring them from the prosecution of an advantage, 
acquired by so much bloodshed , and assured as he must feel himself, that had 
fortune placed them at the mercy of Mauweiah, they could have nothing to 
expect but the indiscriminating vengeance of the sword. To this Ally briefly 
replied, that the conduct of Mauweiah, so long as it wms distinguished by 
a total disregard of the precepts of the Koran, and the recorded traditions 
of the prophet, could scarcely be considered as an example for his guidance, 
that at anv rate he w as determined not to tread in the steps of a man, who, 
if his mind had in any respect been influenced by the unalterable principles 
of truth and wisdom, would ne\er have compelled him to engage in these 
unnatural hostilities. These arguments, however, so amiable in theorj', and 
so iniurious in practice, could not fail to operate most prejudicially to the 
interests of this otherwuse princely chief. And we are therefore not 
to be surprised that in the sequel, finding that their blood and exertions 
were to be thus perpetually kwished m vain, he lost, at an important crisis, 
the support of the gieatest part of his army 

But whate\er motives actuated this impolitic forbearance on the part of 
All\, the unexpected prolongation of the war, and the havoc made in the 
ranks of the SNrians in the ordinary course of battle, disposed Mauweiah 
once more to recur to the more congenial plans of negociation and intrigue. 

He therefore transmitted to his adversary a letter m the followino' 
terms. “ I am persuaded that if either of us had formed a conception, 

“ that the contest would have proceeded to these calamitous extremities, it 
“ would jie\er in any shape have broken out between us. Let us he 
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A. “ my indiscreet ambit, on to possess the government of En-pt oreMiW 
-over every other considerauon, my steps would -at this nmment hie 
“ been directed towards paradise.” Mauweiali— « Never didst thou utter 
“ a greater truth. Thy greediness in that point hath so totally blinded tliy 
understanding, as to have involved thee in a labyrinth of errors, from 
which thou wilt not easily extricate thyself. Thou hast indeed proved 
thyself a wonderful compound of duplicity, ambition, avarice, and art/^ 
Happy had it been for I\Iauweiah, obscives the aiulior in this place, if he 
had not been himself a slave to the veiy passions and vices of which he 
here so very modestly accuses Amih , or if he had been that simple and 
artless character, under the appearance of which only, he had contrived to 
impose so egregiously upon the world. We are then infoimed that the 
armies now engaged in general conflict, until the radiant luminary vhicli 
rules the day descending to the obscure chambers of the evening, con- 
signed them as usual for a short interval of repose to their tents , iieitlier 
side, as yet, claiming any material advantage over the other. 

In the course of one pf 'the following days, O.thman the son of WaeiI^ 
whom with his brother Hamzah, the historians of tins war have agreed to 
place in martial virtue, on a level with the bravest of the age ni which 
they lived, and on either of whom, whether at home or in the field of 
battle, Mauweiah reposed his firmest reliance, presented himself on the 
accustomed space, and demanded an opponent. Aiaush the son of Kch- 
beiah already noticed above, again quitted liis siation, and obeyed the 
summons. A short conflict gave the victory to the son of Rehbeiah, vho, 
with a dexterous sweep of his scimitar, struck off the head of his adversary, 
and Hamzah was preparing to avenge the death of bis brother, when again vc 
find Ally exchanging his armour for that of Aiaush, and m that disgiihe 
presenting himself to his assault. A single tremendous stroke of /I’llfekk.iiir 
sepal ated one half of the head and shoulders of the illfated u arnor from hi? 
body, to the surprise of the spectators , who, deceived by the di'^gimc, 
ascribed the glory of the exploit to the humbler nurit of Aiaudi. 1 In- 
next ho presented himself under the same fatal impression to the awngmg 
steel of Ally, was Amru the son of Aiss, of the tribe of J3cnni Uhiin, uUo 
reckoned among the bravest of the age in ^^lllcl^ be lived As in skhim 
at first disposed to amuse himself by a display of skill in the nwri ig* na n 
of his lance, Ally tliought fit to remind him that this uas a day of s, riou. 
practice, not of cliildish amusement, which, stimulating the ardour ct 
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-■ °“'' differences by an immediate peace. Our hopes with respect to the 

“issue of the war may Still be supposed to be mudh upon an equality, 
“ perhaps our apprehensions of death and dissolution are not Jess so; but 
“ we can neither of us .be ignorant of the numerous list of just and virtuous 
men, who have already , fallen victims to these cruel animosities. I 
“ formerly proposed that the government of Syria should be confirmed to 
me, with an exemption from any stipulation of ailegiancCi That proposal 
“ I now repeat, from the sole desire to tescue the remnant of our followers 
from the total extirpation of the sword* Neither is there any circum* 
“ stance to warrant the extremity to which our animosities have been 
“carried: sprung from the same illustrious stock of ’ Abedmenauf, our 
“descent is equally noble, and must necessarily preclude any preteii- 
“sions to superiority of the one oVef the other.” To this Ally immedi- 
ately made the following reply. “1 have received thy letter, Mauweiab, 

“ and am perfectly aware of its contents, as Well as of the malignity, mjus- 
“ tice, and contumacious insolence of thy pretensions. In contradiction to 
“ what thou art disposed to thiuk, I aflirra, that at this moment, my anxi- 
“ety to contend with thee, in the field of battle, is infinitely more ardent 
“ than ever, and that it is more likely to increase than dimmish* I deny 
“ thy insolent assumption, that our hopes and fears are in any shape upon 
“a par, since the distinction between us is as wide as that which separates 
“ the advocates of conviction and truth, from the slaves of doubt and 
‘* hypocrisy ; atld in the same proportion as the zeal of my followers to 
“ secure the solid compensations of a blissful futurity is greater, than that 
“ which animates the adhcfents of treason and rebellion, to possess 
“ themselves of the contemptible Vanities of this world. I reject with 
indignation thy proposal to hold the government of Syria, without 
“acknowledging my authority: neither am I aw'are of any recent adran- 
“ tage, of which thou canst boast thyself, that should in any shape operate 
“ with me to recede from my former resolution on this point. Ibatae 
“ are equally the descendants of Abedmenauf, I shall not pretend to deny f 
“ but unless thou canst prove that Orameyah was like Haushem, or that 
“ Hurreb was on an equality with Abdulmutleb, I shall never admit tha 
“ there is no distinction in our claims ; or that the son of the repudiate 
« should even breathe a whisper of placing his pretensions on a parwi 
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him who conducts himself under the guidance of divine favor. Neither A.H.XXXVDI, 
my precursor in embracing the true faith, nor my associate m sharing the A. D. 658, 
prophet’s exile, what are the merits, or the virtues, on which thou canst Rouzut ' 
“presume to contend with me, who am at once the prophet’s couzin, the ussuff^, 
brother of his afiections, the heir of his knowledge, and the legitimate 
^‘successor to his power ? With me, who, possessing with the prophet the 
“ same relative situation that Aaron enjoyed with Moses, had long since 
“been invested with the same prophetic and universal powers, if it 
“ had not been ordained that those sacred functions were to be forever 
“ closed in his divine mission. Perhaps 1 may further be compelled to 
“demand, considering the advantages uith which an all beneficent beings 
“ has chosen to distinguish me, on what grounds it can possibly be 
“ attempted to compare the offspring of the base and sordid, with my 
“ noble and generous progeny ? Let it not, however, for a moment pos- 
“ sess thy imagination, that I am in any shape weaned of the contest, 

“Be It rather thy conMction, that had the tribes of Arabia forborne ta 
“ enrol themselves in my righteous cause, the horrors, the calamities, to 
“ which they would have been exposed, would have furnished a more 

“fearful example than has hitherto been recorded m the annals of the 
“ world." 



and Ai'^lnviriali, nnci cngnpcd ihom, whatever might he the is'^uc, to abstain A.HXXXVIIl, 
from nil fvinhcr ho'^tihty , oNa'^pemiing them at thc'^amc time against Maick A.D.Gss. 
A'-lniir to ‘^iieli a tlogree, that theyn%o\\ccl ilicir dclenfimation to tear him 
to picrc', if he poisisiecl m opposing their designs. Of one thing, at any ussufTri. 
rate, there appi'nrs hnt little donhi ; these irihes tinaninioiisly agreed tiiat 
]f liosiihtics were renew oil, not one of them would escape destruction * m 
which opinion the_\ were further supported In the dcrlaratiops of the Ocnni 
Ihikkor and iWnni Waeil, who united in representing that all parties were 
coinplolely tired of the war, and t qnally acknow leducd ilicir inahihty to 
continue the contest any loncior. While the diseentented tribes were 
engaged in these eonlerenccs, Abdullah the son of Ilaretli of the race of 
'j'.'u, sn d.sunenished for Ins neid and steady course of devotion, 
lliat for the space of iwenis Near', he is smied to ha\c performed 
Ins mornnm praters on the ahlutions of the preceding evening, or 
in other word^, that he roninmcd liis devotions ihrongh tlie night, 
ami who had received no les<, than sixteen wounds during the con- 
flict of the laiint ul liurreir, now entered the tent of AIK , from whom 
he e\pcnenccd those respectful attentions, which his character for cxem- 
plarv pietv nught he supposed to conini.nul To the Klialifs inquiries, as 
to the state of his wounds he had replied, that lie was persuaded the 
remaining period of his fragile existcneo, would not extend he\ond the 
limits of one dav , and he had been cheered hv him with the consolin'^ 
assurance, that whatev er might he the issue of his present sufferings, he 
should experience a glunuus resnscitiUmn to a hie of endless bliss, among 
the ilhistrioiis companions of Ins prophet, and the martvrs of his faith , and 
an infallible reception to the mercies of his creator. When he proreeded to 
explain the ohtccl of his visit lie I'dil All> that he had heard, with equal 
concern and indignation, of the ombarrassmenis which he had so unex- 
pectedly e.xpericnced from his once faithful associates, and that they were 
nrgin'4 him to the conclusion of a treaty with Alanweiah. He now 
solemnly cautioned him to hew arc of yieklintt to their counsels, and of con- 
scntuitr to a suspension of host. hues Tlie Kh.'dif replied to him in nearly 
the following terms “ Where alas is the .irmy, and where the ally, with 
“ w’hu h I am to contimie the war with hlanweiah > Hast thou forgotten, 

“that with the virtue and authoiity of forty prophets, three years were 
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TN concurrence with the testimony of some of the most rosporuW- 
• -*■ historians, our author professes that he has been led to inlrmliuc ii.c 

Rouzut correspondence which closes the preceding chapter, as having taken jiIkl 
nssufFd, previous to the conflict of that night, towards the conclusion of the a.ir 
which has been since distinguished by the appellation of tlie /ui/k/ ul / r* 
m/'j the night of sparring, or as it has been, perhaps, more literally tmii'- 
lated, the night of snarling. He accordingly proceeds to slate, lint 
Mauweiah, finding from the reply of his adversary that lie must divot 
' himself of all hope of accommodation, "o as again constrained to commit 
his pretensions to the decision of the sword, and on a siihseqneiit dn 
both armies once more appeared on the field in order of battle. JVcvmio 
to the commencement of the action, the powers of Ally’s cloqucnro wiO’ 
again employed to assure his follow'ers, that those, who on this day i^lioiil'l 
devote their lives to the cause of God, w'ould ensure to tlieiiisflvi'’ a 
futurity of endless happiness. He appealed to that Almis^ht} being,''! ^ 
held at his disposal the life of the son of AbitaulLb, for the jnirih of li ' 
motives, w'hen, from a sincere conviction of the dangers winch a"'iil '! 
their common faith, he felt himself compelled to engage in thm d/si-irf-i ' 
contest; for nothing less could ha\e induced him to cxcliange the tran'jo i 
enjoyments of domestic repose, for the turbulent and destructive sc. n- ‘ • ' 
war. But the task of restoring the misguided associates nf MaiiwnvM 
ambition to the genuine principles of true religion, wms now b- cfni "i * 
object of absolute and indispensable necessity "With rtsp^t t" ' ^ 
motives which influenced the conduct of Ins adv'crsarv, lie rind.- im'S. n , 
to trace them to the rancorous spirit of rcv<nge wbuli r. u'nfd i ' 
bosom, and survived the period of Ills infidrditv, towards ih* 
the fields of Beider and Ohud , in whicii Mauwciali wasofrour- 
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A.H.pxvin. “ aliowed to expire before the messenger of God himseif could venture to 

sny one pubJjcIy to embrsce the doctrines oflsslim ; and thai'th'ee 
Rouzut years more elapsed before he felt himself authorized by a nume-ous acces^ 

vss’jTa. « sioD of proseh tes. to enforce his principles by the sivord. Let such a baEi 
of friends but appear to support me, and it viil peradventure beibund. 
“ that I am not averse to commit the justice of my cause to the fare cf 
“ arms : but until such a period shall amve. I must confine mvself to the 
•• exercise of that patience, of which the prophets and their successo.- have 
‘•furnished me with such frequent examples. At the same rime. I aci 
'• not disposed to conceal from the pious Abiullah. that these untorrarf 
*= events v,ere long since predicted to me by out prophet, and that I hare 
“ accoi-dingly resolved to lay the injuries which I hare sufiered from the 
“ perverse follies of these men. before the throne of that unpartnered beiar. 
“ from whom^there is no appeal. But to degrade me firom the functions cf 
the hierarchy, or imaumut. I am equally and firmly resolved that no c'"- 
cumstance in my conduct shall ever happen to furnish the sl.zbtest 
pretence.'^ On wh.ch, Abdullah, or Obaidullah, for the name is thcs 
ind'fierently transcribed, embraced the occasion to male his solemn p*o- 
testation. that as rightful Imaum established in truth and wisdom, 
betv\'een God and his worshippers, he acknowledged no other than Allv; 
and he denounced the direst mischiefs on those miscreants who presumed 
to traverse his authoritv', while he anticipated every species of happiness, 
here and hereafter, for such as evinced their lovaltv to his uovernment 
The contrivance of Ainru being thus far crowned with success, the Ara- 
bian. and Syrian chieftains assembled in an intermediate space between 
the two encampments, to consult the sacred inspirations of the Korin ; 
on a recital of w hich, they came to the formal resolut'on, that the question 
of the Khelaufut should be submitted to arbitration. TheSynans.in 
consequence, immediately proceeded to declare, that Amru was the per- 
son on whom they devolved the trust of arbitrating in their behalf , while 
Aisbauth the son ofKeyss, and those who adhered to his interesi?, 
announced their choice m favor of Abu iMussa, the Aishaurite. To this 
latter. Ally immediately and strenuously objected; candidly acknowledging 

that he possessed no reliance on either his judgment or discretion, ar 

demanding that Abdallah Abbas might be nominated to arbif^te on . ? 
part. The Khouauredje here swore tuat they made no d'=t>nctio^ 
interests between Ally and thesonofAbbas;and that from thia last p*op 
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the most inveterate and resolute opponents of the Mahqmmedan legislator. 
This Miidietne spnit he ^^as that day determined to satiate in their blood, 
though he had the truths of re\ elation to warn him that he should be 
disappointed. 

I'o this address the adherents of Ally, through their more eminent leaders^ 
briefl\ ii'phod, that the slight remains of doubt, which formerly prevailed 
in their minds, had been entirely remo\ed by the death of Auinar Yausser. 
That fatal e\ent had suflicieiitly convinced them that the cause of Mau- 
Ateiah and his followers was that of profligacy and rebellion, that their 
attention w.s now fixed upon him with a more determined loyalty than 
e\er, and that they accordingly stood prepared to cany hib orders into 
execution with equal firmness of body and constancy of mind. Having 
\^armlv apjilaudetl these expressions of zeal. Ally, at the head of tw'o 
thousand horse, selected from those ofHc'jauz and Irak, and who immedi- 
ately attached themselves to his person on this occasion, advanced su^ord 
m hand, to assail theeneni}. "When he had approached within a con- 
\ement distance, he -signified to his gallant followers, that he tvas about to 
lead them to the charge , and exhorting them to preserve their ranks united 
as one man, he immediately rushed upon the adverse line. Animated by 
the example of their intrepid leader, this body of cavalry bore with irresisti- 
ble impetuosity upon the Syrians, w'hom they threw into irrecoverable 
disorder, dying their horses hoofs in the blood of the slaughtered. The 
fury of such an assault appears for the moment to have deprived the troops 
of iSIauweiah of the power of action , which compelled the latter chief to 
observe to his friend Araru, that in order to secure the lustre of to-morrow, 
it seemed expedient to submit with patient resignation to the misfortunes 
of to-daj “Trup,’^said Amru, “and yet as far as I can judge, this day 
“death is truth, and lile is error But another simdar charge from Ally 
“ and his ca\alrN, and not a vestige of our troops wnll survive to rehte 
“ the story ” The battle continued, how'ever, to be maintained w'lth una- 
bated fury , the ca\alry dismounting to combat on foot, and at last even on 
their knees with their swords and daggers. The exploits of ATalek Ashtur 
were recorded m the blood of many a Syrian, and many a gallant adherent 
of the cause of Ally w'as destined that day to receive the stroke of death, 
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ihcv \\orc <;uflicicml\' coinincctl, tlint in fact lie cntcrlaincd the expecta- A.H XXXVIII. 
tioii ot'hoini: the arhnor ofln‘>»n\n claim*. Their object ^\as, ho^^c^e^, P G58. 
a>: iheirdiclaraiioii proved, to fi\ upon a per‘-on whose relative situation Konzut 
vv a*, as lu arlv as pos<;il)le, equally reniov cd Ironi hiiii'^elf and Mauvv eiali. On ussud^. 
which .Mlv not iiiisi asouahlv demanded, why the same principle had not 
been applied, when the choice of the Sv nans was allowed to fall upon that 
person, who of all men, was most intimate in the confidence ofMnnvveiah. 

Thev replied, that ever) man conceived his own opinions the best, their 
opinion was in foor of .Mm Miissa, on whomthev had accordmcly ihonpht 
It adv is.ihle to devolvt* their snllin^es m this nn|)oriant qiieslioii. Ally 
now propt sed Malek Ashtnr, as the pi rson to whom he was vvilhnj: to con- 
fide his vl.vuns , hwi to him, AisUawth. who skeins to have placed himself 
at the head ol the Klumanridie on this oc( asmn urged the strongest 
ohiecl.ons demandnm on what prim i()lc they could look foi an impartial 
decision from the ineendiarv oi all these mischiefs^ The Khalil still con- 
temkd that there was iinihmg iinpiecedenled in his selection of Ashlnr, 
for who could tiistlv suspect that he would decide against the dictates of 
the law of (Tod - “ .Vshtiir,'’ said Aislianth, “will dei idt* according to the 
“ dictates of his ow n V loleni propensities. liisstud\ vv ill he directed to 
“ obtain a sanction for the e\< rc ise of his sword, and to stimulate the 
“people to inutual hostdiiv, until he shall have attained his object.” 

Ko argumciits, however, on the part of Allv, or of his more intelligent 
adherents, and of Lhnef the son of Keyss m iiarticular, against the incom- 
peteiH'v of Abu Mvissa , and ol the tieeessil},at anv rate, of selecting sonic 
one for hiscollegue of adetpialc ahilitv, to enable him to contend with the 
supciiortalentsot Amru,audtosccurc him in some degree from being seduced 
from his dutv h) the intriguing spirit of that artful chief, could prevail with 
the Khouaurcdje to recede from their choice. The) continued inflexible 
in their resolution, and accordingly dispatched messengers to summons 
Abu Mussa from that retirement to which, dismissing all interference 
with the public business, he had long since devoted himself When it 
was announced to Inm that the rival parties had come to an accommoda- 
tion, he devoutly thanked his creator, and wlien he further learnt, that lie- 
had been chosen to arbitrate their differences, he expressed an entiri?- 
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'!A*H.XXXVIir. So -numerous mdeed were the casualties among the followers oftliat 

that the war-inufed Ashtur himsejf, was sefen to weep aloud; 

Eouzut although these emotions of j^et unextinguished humanity were ascribed 
rtissulfa. by the hardened veteran, to a sentiment of generous regret, that among 
the multitude selected around him to perish ih the cause of their soiercign, 
he alone seemed still destined to be excluded from the glory, to uhich lie 
had so long and ardently aspired. 

The setting of the sUn, which had usually terminated the conflict, seems 
on this occasion to have produced no cessation to the exertions, nor abate- 
ment to the fury of th'e combatahts. The business of blood and venireance 
suffered but little interruption from the confusion and obscurity of the 
hight ; in the course of which, Ally is stated, withdus own hand alone, to 
have killed not less than five hundred and twenty-three of his adversaries; 
having at each mortal sweep of zhlfekkaur, repeated the tekbeir, which nns 
'committed to memory by one of his attendants, and considered a compc- 
teUt proof of the extent of the execution. It is even recorded by the 
Compiler of the Moadjem-e-kebbeir, or greater history of the Persian':, 

‘ ihatMauweiah himself should have asserted, that during the lailiit ul liiir- 

reir, Aliy killed with his own band, more than nine hundred of llic 
bravest men in the Syrian army; and that he should moreover have 
heknowiedged, that on this fearful night, such vvms the extremity of Ins 
despair, that he actually deliberated on the choice of two alternatives, either 
to employ the mediation of Abdullah Abbas with his kinsman, forpermF- 
sion to retire to Mekkah for life, or to fly for protection to the Gicck 
emperor, and mtreat an asylum in one of the islands of the jMediterraiiean. 
But that he had been determined to abide the issue, by the very seasonaldc 
recurrence to his recollection of those lines of the poet, which incukam 
the advantages, and the necessity of a persevering firmness of mind in tb'‘ 
field of battle, of all human operations the most precarious in its event'. 
The slaughter of this memorable night has been variously estiiiiatcrl, l>y 
different writers, from three and thirty to six and thirty thousand, int h.ding 
these w'ho fell on either side; while the lowest estimation give-^ i'’.o 
thousand and eighty-one as the number of the slam on the part of Alb', 
and seven thousand, or nearly that, on the part of Alaiivv eiah. 

The conflict appears to have been maintained w ith still unah.tms: v lolcr v, 
until the sun had reached a considerable elevation above the hon/'>'' 
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and accompanied the messengers to the camp 
of Ally. On the arrival of Abh Mussa, sensible of the total want of infer* 
Rouzut mation under which he laboured, each of those associates, whose attach- 
u^sufB. nient to the cause of their sovereign continued unimpeached, proceeded m 
his turn to advise and admonish him of the caution and circumspection, 
with which It behoved him to conduct himself in the important duties 
entrusted to his charge. Offended at what might might appear to him an 
overstrained exertion of zeal, he desired, with some displeasure, that if the 
slightest suspicions were entertained, either of his discretion or inte^ritv, 
they would select some other person in his stead. On which Malek Ash- 
tur sternly demanded, if he was not the man who, on occasion of Imaum 
Hussun’s visit at Khfah, presumed to interrupt his address to the people, 
by recommending to them to abide by their domestic concerns, and 
denouncing 'an attachment to the cause of Al]}^ as a seditious conspiracy 
against the public good. To this, Abh Mussa replied, that circumstances 
bad widely altered since that period. That the fire which then inflamed 
his bosom was long extinguished, and that in the present instance, he 
was their avowed friend, and with them engaged to wade through that sea 
of troubles with which they were surrounded. 

The question of the Khelaufut being thus far advanced towards the 
proposed adjustment by a treaty of peace, and a decision by arbitrators, 
Ally with the nobles of Irak on his side, and Mauweiah with the most 
distinguished Syrians on the other, assembled m conference betwixt the 
two encampments; in order to discuss and arrange the articles of the treaty 
with all the necessary forms. ObaiduiJah the son of Abi Rauflia, the 
Khahfs secretary, being employed to commit the articles to writing, prO' 
ceeded to insert the preamble in the following terms. “This is tlic 
“ instrument of a treaty of peace between Ally the son of Abitauleb, com- 
‘‘mander of the faithful.” but was here interrupted by Mauweiah, vlio 
exclaimed, that he was not of a principle so abandoned, as to have engaged 
in hostilities with Ally, against the positive conMction that he a as the legi- 
timate sovereign of the believers ; in which he was immediately supporte< 
by Amril, who insisted that the obnoxious term, omcjcu/ 
be erased, and the name of bis master simply substituted by the 
in Its place. Ehnef the son of Keyss, on the other hand, mtreated t >• 

Ally would not submit to the erasure of a term, by which the nature o 
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ihc sviccccilinc: i1a\', whcu, obscnlnc: the «;)niptoms of cxhniistcd powers, a.H.XXXVIII. 
nncl ilcspoiuleiu'c, which cenomlly prc\ ailed among his troops, I\Iauweiah 
called upon Aniiu for that hoa'^ud c\i>cdicnt, whicli lie professed to liave Rourut 
in nser\ o for the hour of need , for that unless he could dev isc some plan to u-=sufr;. 
avert the nii'-cinef, ihev appeared to he rnpidlv vcnrina towards defeat, k 
wa'^ at the termination of the cimflict of the laihit ul hiirreir, accoidmg to 
some historian'-, lliat ilic rruillc''S correspondence took place, which appears 
at the closo of the preceding chapter, and on the failure of \\hieh,Maiiweinh 
coiisulud with Amni on the means of dispt Ihng the storm nm according 
to lli(‘ h'stonan of Dainvir hostilities w ere niutuallv snspiMulcd ni the fore- 
noon of the en^uinc: da}, for the jinrpose ofhnrving the slain , on which 
occasion, hav me aw akeiu (1 the attention of Ins principal commanders to 
the rri-is at winch aOair'' had .'rrived hriwecn them anti their adversaries, 
now driven to the 1 isi cstrcmitv, Allv dirceted them to prcp.irc for the 
final eonlest ofthe tnoroiu , of the event of which, his coDfidcncc in the 
dccisionof ajust and nnerrmg pidge, would not. he allcied, permit himtoen- 
tertam thesnnilest >pprchons’on A Know ledgeot thescaw efiil preliminaries 
produced, from Mauw ciah, that appeal to the cvjiericncc and skill of Amru, 
to vv Inch vv e hav < pist alluded '1 lu' latter then disclosed the dev icc w Inch 
he said he had lung coneeiv cd for such a crisis It was, either to cominun- 
ic.iic to the trilus oflieiau/ and Ir.'ik, of whom the troops of Allv were 
cliuflv composed, projiosals of such a nature, as, u hctlicr acceded to, or 
rejected, would proilncc dissentioiis, and ultimately a separation among 
them; or, what he further less anihiguously explained, to dispose them 
to a termination of lio'tiliiics, hy an immediate and striking appeal to the 
sacred stctions of the Koran An obsenation which dropped from Aish- 
anth the son of Kev ss on the same dav , and w Inch w as mdustnouslv conv eyed 
to Mai’wciah, pretty clearly iiuhcated, however, that a termination of the 
saiiguiinrv contest was becoming cquallv dcsirahle on both sides, i\Iau- 
weiah on his part afiectingto pronounce, m confirmation of what had been 
reported to him of the son of Kevss, that tf an action was allowed to 
to take place on the clay following, there would be nothing to prevent the 
Grciksand Persians from covering with pillage and desolation the fairest 
countrius of Jsslam. 
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outhority was so cli?arly ovprcBsed ; nncl to whicli, if he once gave his A.H.XXXVIll, 
as'^ent, there was reason to apprehend that it would never be restored to A. D 658. 
linn. Upon this Ally, acknow'ledginc; the power of God, and the uneinng Kouzut 
truth of his prophet, proceeded to state that a circumstance exactly similar ussuflfi, 
had once helore occurred to him when he was no more than the subordinate 
ccrentof another , rcfcning to what passed at llodcibiah on the confincsof the 
terntorv of Mekkah, when he was employed to draw' up the treaty bctw'een 
Mahommed jiulSohail the son of Amrh. On which occasion he had opened 
the preamble with, “This is the treaty of peace which Mahommed the 
“ messenger of Godconeludcs with Soliail the son of Amru,” (or agreeable 
to others, “with the people of Mckkali,*’) when Sohail interposed, and 
told him to strike out the words “ messenger of God,” and substitute, 

“ Mahommed the son of Abdullah for if they knew him to be invested 
with that sacred character, his entrance into Mekkah would never have 
met with any opposition on their part. Ally continued to relate, that 
refusing to comply with this inpinction, the prophet desired linn to w’lih- 
draw the term, adding, that such a day would at a future period happen - 
to himsell , and the secretars was accordingly instructed to proceed w'lth 
the treat}, m conformity w itli the wishes of jMauweiali m nearly the 
following terms 

“This IS the treat} of peace between Ally the son orAbiTauleb,his friends 
“ the people of IT'iau/ and Irak on the one part, and Mauw'eiali the son of 
o Abi Sofle\an, with the bvriaiis, the adherents of his cause on the other: 

‘‘ w ho hive declared and agreed as follows The decisions of the Koran, 

“ from the commencement to the conclusion, shall be the basis of all our 
“ proceedings, neither will we in aiiv case deviate from its sacred contents ; 

“ and fill tiler, we engage that our exertions shall be zealously employed to 
“ restore those usages, of which the Koran shall enpin the restoration, 

“ and to abolish all things of which the sacred code shall dictate the 
“ abolition ” It is then recorded that Ally and his follow'ers on the one 
part had agreed that Abdullah the son of Keyss, or Abb Mbssa the Aish- 
•aurite originally so designated, should be the guardian and aibitrator of 
their claims, while Amrul Auss was invested W’lth similai pow’ers, on the 
part oi Mauweiah and the Syiians. Ally and Mauweiah exacting, at the 
same tune, f'-oni tlieir respective arbiters a solemn engagement, confirmed 
by oath, that their decisions should be implicitly go\erned by the ordinap-,. 
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A,H.XXXV1II: In conformity with the suggestions of Amr6, accordingly, before sun 
nse^the following morning, Mauvveiah had caused all the copies of the 
Kouzut Koran which could be procured, amounting to the number of five hun- 
assufta. dred and fifty, to be affixed to the points of the lances of the most conspi- 
cuous divisions of Ins army ; and m this guise he awaited the approach of Ins 
assailants. In the uncertainty of the twilight, the soldiers of Ally at fir^t 
, conceived, that what they saw appended to the spears of the adveisaries, 

were the streamers of their standards; but as the day advanced and objects 
became more definable, they began to form conjectures of the reality. Of 
this, however, they were not long suffered to remain in ignorance, three 
chieftains, in advance of the centre and wings of the Syiian army, intreatmg 
them aloud, and m the name of God, to forbe.ii from further hostilities, 
unless they were determined to devote themselves to destruction, and their 
wives and children to an ignominious bondage among the Greeks and Per- 
sians. Behold,^’ said they, “ the sacred volume of the law, of God is 
“ interposed between us.” Soon afterwards Abul Our the Selmian, 
mounted on a white horse, placed himself conspicuously between the 
adverse lines; and holding a copy of the Koran above his head, called to the 
men of Irak, that he adjured them by the sacred word of God, who was the 
judge of their differences, to submit to be gov’^eined by its dictates No 
longer at a Joss to comprehend the object of this extraordinaiy e\hibitJon, 
the Arabian tribes, and those of Irak, were cautioned by some of the chiefs 
more sincerely attached to the cause of Ally, against being misguided by 
an artifice so gross; since a similar appeal to the sacred volume, Jong since 
made on their part, had been contemptuously rejected by the enemy, 
whose blood was accordingly on his own head. At any rate, that the 
worst that could happen from the exercise of a similar discretion, was to 
place tiieir lives equally and lawfully at the disposal of their adversaries, an 
adv^antage of which they were at perfect liberty to avail themselves on 
either side. Khaled the son of Mfiamraer, and Hfisseyne the son of Mmi- 
zer, tvv^o powerful chieftains, declaring hovv'ever, that they would alone be 
determined by the opinion of Ally, the matter was accordingly referred to 
the decision of that prince. 

Thus called upon to decide Ally felt himself impelled to remark, that 
of all others, peradventure it might be allowed, he was himself the mo>t 
competent to institute an appeal to the sacred record of the law of God : 
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nnd tint in fl/nromprtcnrY.hn fnillifnlndlii'ronts wore m nn eminent degree A.HXXXVIII, 
the ]v>rt.i’K<’r‘- lint, '^n I t Iroin n nncerc intention, on the part ofhis adver- A. D 668 . 
•^aru's. lo he i:<n( nud h\ n i oinf lenlioiis ‘'nhinnsion to tin* onlinances (»f Rou^ut 
that '-.'(ud lecoid wl’ieh. on tlu'' orra''ion, tlnn had taken an opportunity uasufta, 
to di'-pl n . he t <inhl eoinnler it in no otln'r Imlil than as a spec loiis d( \ k c 
to '•ii't !d iliein Iroin ippio u hnii: de^lnn lion , at a ernis \\ hen lhe\ despaired 
of s\u I ( '•s ni the piosi ( ntion of the war in which ll)e\ had eiig.i”:i d linn, 
lie was how ev< r, not 1(1 I»( imposed upon hy such an nrtifiee , and he 
shonid then lore (otitinne the eonrst' of hostilities aiz.nnst them, 
tnitil ihe\ ir.anilesiod sonic im'rc saiisf.irtor\ (leinonsiratioii, than he 
li id \ 1 1 d!s( o\ en'd that tin \ w ore disposed to nhule In ilie deerees of a 
most lu-I\ and oninipott ni (iod , to u hose unerring: pisiice he had resigned 
his I niso 'I lu'se arenineiits however avaihtl him hui In lie. AViih a few 
e\»:(ptions. ili(* most ilis'.nigmshrd of his follow t r-s had now' \ lelded to 
ilte h'l'iLs of M iiiw einh had heeome totallv averse to the renew. il of the 
l.«le sn.gtnnarv conflKts, and ntiMotis to retire from a scene of calamity, 
alarms, and hlofid, to .V life of tMiiqniliiy and n st 'J'hus prcdisjroscd, it 
w ill not 1)0 surprising that tliev shotilil have nnitcd in their clamours to 
induce ihcir =o\ crciitn to .uii'de to the imitation ofhis nnt.agonisl , but 
h'si ho should remani in donht of their nllimate desnjns, they presumed 
to nmimd him tli n a relns.d to ccinply w ah ,t similar .ippc.al had on .i for- 
mer oceasion nrim d them a'j:ainsL the life ofhis predecessor, and in tcims 
less ocpmocal .n<iwed, tlinl if he jxTsisted in n itciing the proposals of 
Mauweiah. they were prepared to nnesl Ins person, and delivci him over 
into the hands ofhis enemies 'rhese nniiortumties were farther reinforced 
1 >\ the iiiirodiK lt<)n of one of Manw eiah’s legates , who, with a copy of tho 
Koiaii in his hand addressing himself to Ali\ , announced, that he was 
called upon h\ the Svninis to )oin with them m suhiniiimg to the dictates 
of that s.iercd lolmne, than wlncli they acknowledged no other test for 
iheir diffTcium Aish.niih the son of Keyss, whose autliority extended 
over theereatei pirl of the Arabian tribes, and who is openly accused of 
having received large sums of money from Mauweiah, here interposed, and 
declared himself to Ins sov eieign m nearly the following terms “With 
“ a zeal equal to vv hat has uniformly governed our conduct on former 
“ occasions, we are still ready to testify our obedience to thy commands j 
“but to me it occurs, that in inviting thee to refer our dispute to the 
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i\.H.XXXVIir. “ decision of the sacred record, the views of Mauweiah appear to be directed 
A.D. 658._ «by the purest principles of justice aud truth” “ That I am better 
Rouzut “acquainted with the scope of the divune writings,” replied Ally, “than 
iissuB. « either Mauweiah or any other man whatever, God is my witneL ; but 
this can be of no importance, where the question merely relates to an 
“ artifice, devised by the contrivance alone of the designing and fraudulent 
“ Amrfi.” 

The subject of this inauspicious conference had, in the mean time, been 
circulated to the army ; which, excepting tfie brave and faithful Malek 
Ashtur, who, with his division, continued his exertions on the right, began 
now to recede m entire squadrons, from their stations m the presence of the 
enemy. So base a dereliction of duty seems to have discovered to Aliy at 
once the extent of his misfortune. He clasped his hands together, and 
exclaimed in an agony of vexation and disappointment, “tbeson ofHinda 
“has vanquished.” In this situation the embarrassments of Ally v'ere 
further aggravated, by the impoitunities of Eben ul Melkodd, and those 
fanatics and reciters of the KorSn, to whom was afterwards applied the 
appellation of Khouauredje, schismatics orseceders , and who had now the 
audacity to declare that he must eitherclose with the pioposalsofxMauweiah, 
or be reconciled to their espousing the cause of his adversaries Hnxwg 
extorted a reluctant assent from their insulted sovereign, they next insisted 
on his conveying Ins orders to Alalek Ashtur, to discontinue the attack in 
which he was ardently engaged on the ngbt. Completely’’ overruled m his 
authority, anyfuither opposition to the will of these factious malcontents 
would have been, peihaps all things considered, unavailing; and he accord- 
ingly dispatched Yezzeid the son of Hany, to summons that zealous and 
undaunted soldier to his presence. Malck Ashtur, however, positnely 
disobeyed a mandate which appeared to him so unseasonable, at a crisis 
' when victory^ was about to declare in his favor; and a reply to this effi ct 
had been communicated to theKhalif, when the shouts of x4slitur and Ins 

’ followers becoming every moment louder, and the dust winch' attcinlrd 

their movements spreading a general obscunty thiough the atmosphere, 
the Khouauredje did not scruple to express their suspicion, that Ally' li-'d 
clandestinely authonzed him to continue hostilities, in dofiance of Ins 
engagements. Ally protested his innocence, and to remove all possihilny 
of doubt, he directed Yezzeid to repair to Malek Ashtur once more, an 
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enjoin Imn to retire without delay ; for a cruel revolution had taken place A.HXXXVIEJ; 
in the fortune of his master. On receipt of this last message, the gallant A. D.658. 
veteran anxunisly demanded if this unlooked for event had not been pro- j^uzut 

duced by the display of manuscripts, which he had seen in the morning ; ussufl^.^ 
and being answeied in the affirmitive, he confessed, that the instant the 
extraordinary’' exhibition met his rnew, he had fully anticipated that impulse 
of disunion, and discord, which it was so obviously the intention of the 
enemy to create among them. But conceiving that any further exertions 
on his part would tend to little purpose, he reluctantly ceased from hostili- 
ties ; and conveyed himself to the presence of Ally, and of the principal 
citizens of Kufah and Bassorah, by whom he was encircled These lie 
did not fail to reproach, in the bitterest terms, with the baseness and 
treacheiy of their conduct, and with the indelible infamy winch they had 
drawn upon themselves , since if they had not permitted the insidious con- 
trivance of the enemy to suspend their exertions, they rvould at this mo- 
ment have been in possession of a signal victory. It was, he said, how- 
ever, not yet too late , and he most earnestly intreated them to consent to 
a renewal of hosiiluies, and he would engage, without much difficulty, to 
terminate the ambitious views of the Syrians. To this they very briefly 
replied, that they were determined not to be, in any shape, his associate? m 
guilt , and Malek Ashtur, continuing to revile them in consequence, with 
aggravated asperity, they loudly recriminated, and began to exercise their 
whips upon Ins horse Tins was however a species of discipline, under 
which he w’as little disposed to be a patient sufferer, and he was accordinglv 
proceeding to retaliate, wuth severe vengeance ; Avhen, perceiving too 
clearly the solicitude of the Khouauredje to close wutli the overtures of 
Mauweiah, Ally was compelled to submit to necessit}^ and he accordingly- 
directed Aishauth the son of Keyss to circulate bis final orders, that the sio-- 
nals for battle should be w ithdrawn. While Aishauth w as announcing these 
orders to the tube of Rebbeiali, he was accosted by Amrfi the son of 
Azeinab , who recentfuliv demanded if he meant this as a proof of his par- 
tiality lor the h}rians, without reflecting that he had so reeentlj' w'allow’ed 
in then blood , and with that, scornfully struck his hoise on the neck wuth 
his sword. Aishauth then told him, with apparent indifference, to put up 
his sw ord and moderate his-zeal, for that the Syrians had only employ ed aa 



At-^hinn trilu’'; in thi' onr.impmt'nt, tlir term*; of ilint prnce u liirh linrl horn a.H XXXVUf. 

conrhitird, N^'lion ln' rnni<’ lo ihr tril)f of and ilic ‘<copc of A. 1 ) (>53. 

ihr irt nt\ h.id Itri’n made known, two limiher-^ of thiil trdie exclaimed with ijournt 
a Kind \<nr(', tlial dies n<kmu\lede( I no .irlmralor ft'r tlieir diOKrcnces uKuii^j- 
Imt (iod Inm-^elf, and foriKwitli ru'^lmn: sword in Imnd to attack the 
Svn.m", tlu'\ weie immediately rut to pu res. Anil when m the same 
m miu r he h.id f ommnme U('d the coiuent*? of the tri ilN to the tnhe of 
Mniad, >.dah the son of Shelli ik, one of the most honorahle and \ irlnont 
mviiamoni: them, exprissed his diss.'iit in terms of smnlar disapproh ition. 
iXt nhi r w ere tin *•(' si imnu ills of dis<; nisfattjnn ronlined to a few siindar 
iii<tam(< hut nppinniK exieiuK'd thr<nii;h all the inhes of .MIn’s partv , 
most of whom, hihne tin tns« lies eiilur insiilii d or hetraw il m the traiis- 
KClion, weri not spirine m the reproaehi's whuh they hesiowcd upon 
A-sliauth whom they jusUn cnisitKrid ns the principal promoter of this 

in.UiSpieions measure. 

On tills snhjecl wo are further iiiforimd that the cnp\ of tlie trealv 
dosiun d to he lod'.:i d 111 the Iniids of the 'svriniis, was written In the Kha- 
lifs soi r< l irv , Olnulnll ill the son oi \hi Uaujlia alre.idy mt'iiiioiit d , the. 
counter p-’ri for the people ofltak m the mien s's of .MI\, hi in^^ Iran- 
'C thed In ,\iimi ir the son <if Ih uid ill K«ilehi,thi siTretiir\ of Maiiweiah, 
and aUist. din llic |)imeipd leaders of .\lh\ pirt\, and ;/ro:o; w M’hcii 
ihe copies h.id b(’en thus inmplelcd, a soldier from amoiiv: the troops of 
_MIn, bcdoii^m;; to the trllic of Ilebhciah, siuidenly mounted his horse; 
and liaMin; i ailed fora drancht of water, m a transport of rage and dnap- 
pomtmciil ruslicd upon the camp of Mnnwciah, and w'oimdod se\eral of 
iheSvrians, after w Inch he returned, and .iguii rcfreshiiig himself with 
water, conducted himself in the same frantic style towards his fellow 
soldiers of .Mly’s part\ 'Ibis he is said lo have repeated se\cral tiines^ 
allernatcly exclaimmu: with a loud voiec, that he considered himself equally 
nbsoUed from the authority of \ 1 U and Mauweiah, and fmm aii}' treaty of 
arbitration which they ini«,dit ha\e thought pioper lo conclude, as he 
■should ackriow ledge no arbiter lint God. In Ins last eareer which happened 
to be against llic troops of his own parly, he was killed, and is recorded as 
'the first who sufiered death of the faction of the Khouauredje. 



A.H.XXXVIII. expedient, which a little further delay would have produced on the nartnf 
A D. b56. iheir adversaries. 

Rouzut ^ While this was the posture of affairs with Ally, Mauvvelah emploved (he 

ussuffd. interval in explaining to his followers the nature of that step which the 
protracted duration of the war had led him to adopt ; and that finding 
eithei party still equally persuaded of the justice of its cause, he had made 
an experiment on the disposition of his enemies, by an appeal to the sacred 
code of tlieir religion ; to which, if they attended, it was all he desired. 
If not, that he and Ins adherents would be completely acquitted to their own 
consciences. In these sentiments, Jeib, or perhaps liabeib the son of 
Mussellamab, was deputed on the part of Mauv\eiab, to propose to Ally, 
since the book of their law, with all its excellencies, did not possess 
the faculty of speech, the nomination of a person on his part to arbitrate 
their differences, while he should on his side appoint anotfier; entering at 
the same time into a reciprocal engagement, tp abide, without alternative, 
by the decision of these two persons ; or, more explicitly, if in tlieirjudge- 
tnent, the Klielaufut should be finally allotted to Ally, that]\].iuwei?b should 
subscribe to it without demur , and vice versa, stipulating moreover, that 
if the succession to the supreme dignity should be adjudged to the lot of a 
third person, they were to consider themselves further bound to relinquish 
their respective claims in favor of such person. These proposals were 
accordingly communicated to Ally., in the presence of his pi incipal comman- 
ders, of whom Aishauth the son of Keyss, and Hussun the son ofMfinzer, 
immediately pronounced them to be perfectly just and reasonable , while 
others entreated him to reflect that their best and bravest soldiers hadalready 
fallen m the contest, and to bestow some compassion on those who survived. 

Mauvveiah had not, however, entirely confided to thejustice of his 
cause; he was well apprized of the' preponderance, which the tribes of 
Yemen possessed in the camp of Ally; and he had accordingly addressed a 
letter to Aishauth the son of Keyss, by whose authority they were princi- 
pally governed, in which, among other persuasive arguments, he engaged, 
on the conclusion of a treaty of peace, to pay him the sum of one hundred 
thousand dirhems.^ The integrity of this man Avas not proof against sue i 
golden considerations. He assembled the different tribes of Ezd, Kebbeia i. 


• About 2,292/. 
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(cm. ^^ho hn'stcnrtl ^\ith nil tlic cxpodition in Ins power to McdfiNCin, in A.TT XXXVIII; 
the hope' tlinl he michl Mill I'o altli' to o\erlaho and rei hum his infatuated 
ho\. N<'l fnidin.:, ho\\('\i r. am trace of the Khoiiaurcdic at Medaxein, R()U7ut 
lie tluniuln it prudent to ai (|uanit ha id the •'On of Mu‘i‘'aoud the rii.ike- uMuHlir 
fite, anil uiulo of the celehrati d Mokliiaur, who at tins period presided 
o\ertlut<il\ undi r the authoritx of Allx •. w ith w hat hi* had di‘iro\ercd of 
the (h sic:ns of the rex olter- , uojentlx ailxisini; linn to pursue and circum- 
xoiit them xx herex or thex < ould he found. On his return toxxards ICiifah, 

Auddx xxa'> niten epted hx a partx of th<* Khouauredic, xvlncli xxas procced- 
nic: xxiih \hdullah ^Vauht 1) (oxv ards Neherxvaun , and Ins ]icrson xxould 
hax e hi eii sfired, hut for the interference of two of their chiefs, through 
xxliose nUerci s.-uin he xxas allow nl to continue his louriicx. In the mean 
time ^aud tin son of Musstoud h ul marched xxitli fixe hundred horse m 
search of the msurgi nts , niid at Kerkh. xxhich at a snhsequent period 
formed one of the snl'urhs of Hachd.ul, at the hour of oxeinng prajer, came 
up XX uh the pnrlx under Ahdnllaii, xxinch as yet consisted of not more 
than lliirtx men 'i hose he mmicdiatelx attacked, and mi"ht probably 
liaxe ainnlnl.'U (1 had it not unfortnnati ly occurred to some of his folloxxcis 
that It w IS adxjS'blc to forbear from puttni" these people to death until 
thex should be rc::nlarix' authoriA^d from the seat of "oxernment , for 
xxlmhpnrposi tlu x act ordinal;. d< sired that lie xx'ould immcdialelx dis- 
])ateli an nppheation to Kiifali , so that lie xxas coiislramcd to sufler the 
rebil> to escane xxbile be returned xviili Ins iletaclimcnt to Mcda}cm , 

Abdullah ^^’auhLb jiroecodiiiir xxuboni fiiriher inole'Uation to Neherwaun, 
xxlierc he lound his associates assi inblcd in great force. Much about 
the same lime lixe Irindred ot the malcontents of Bassorah left that city 
and dir. (led their course towards Nchcrwauii , but Abdullah Abbas 
recc.Miig mlelhiiciu- oi tlujr departure, he caused a detachment of troops 
to proceed in pin suit oi them, and endeavour to bung llicm back They 
xxere oxertaken at the bridge ot 'I'lister, but' were sunered ucxcrthclcso, 
thr.jiuh the iiu< ixeniion oi mirlit, to continue ilieir march unmolested, 
compelling all thex fell m xvith on their xvay towards Kcherwann to abjure 
the aw aid of the aihitcrs, and putting those to the sword xxho refused to 
comiily xxith iheii menaces. 

llie mox'cmeins and designs of the Khouauredje, and their junctiO!> at 
!;seher\xaun, could not xvell remain much longer a secret from Ally; butt 
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A.II to ob<;crvo, tlwt if tlio inlfllecls of Abn Mussa were of so obtuse a desctip. 

upon by me.ius so wietched, ins simplicity must 
Koii/itt nnlord be nrknowlcdgecl to have been very nearly allied to idiotism , and it 
uruHa. is tliercforc not to be marvelled at, that Ally should have demonstrated so 
strong- a repugnance, to confide his cause to the discretion of such a bein?. 

Be this however as it may, a considerable part of the pre<?cribed period 
had now elapsed, and the material point of the aibitratiou but little 
aihanced towards aconclu^ioi, w’hen those on the spot, becoming weaned 
with llic delay, ventuied to expostulate with Abu hlussaand Amrd, and to 
cx-pres^r their approlieusions Jest tire term of the treaty should be suffered 
tocxjuie, before they could pronounce on the great question of the Kbe- 
laiiful; w Inch must una\oidal)ly plunge them once more into the calamities 
of civil war. The .arbitrators conceived it necessary to accelerate their 
deliberations in order to appease the clamour; and Amru thought the sea, 
son arrived wlion he might venture to piepare the way for the execution 
of his plans. Ilarmg procured a secret interview wuth Abu hlussa, he 
declared, to bini, with appaient frankness, that in consequence of the 
acknowledged priority of Ins reception to the prophet’s councils, and of liis 
expensive experience in the vicissitudes of life, he was determined lo 
•' cver3^ respect to square his opinion by his inaturer judgment. The 
immediate result of this affected candour w'as to produce from Abu Miis^a 
the confession that he had already formed' a plan, w'hich was equally 
'calculated topromote the public good, and conciliate the favor of heaven, 
and in .which if he united bis concurrence, his eternal salvation would be 


the reward. Amru requested that he would explain the nature of Ins plan; 
•“ distinguished as he is,^*^ Abu Mussa proceeded to observe, “by the most 
“ unblemished virtue, entirely unconcerned in these unhappy disputes, and 
“ unpolluted by the blood of any man, why should not the reins ofgovern- 
“ raent be entiusted lo Abdullah the son of Omar?” “What, replied 
AmrA, “ hast thou to object against Mauweiah >” “ that be is notqualific^^ 
“for the Khelaufut,” said Abu iMussa. “Dost thou acknowledge,^ 
jejoined Ararvk, that Otliman wms unjustly destroyed >” “ Certamlv’, 
said Abu Mussa. So certainly,” continued Amrfl, -is 

or representative of that injured monarch; and sboulrist 
« happily be prevailed upon to acquiesce in his elevation to ^ 

« Will be easy to elude the censures of the people,^ by alleging t y 



^34 

A.H.XXXVIII, with his usual moderation, before he had rscourse to measures of coercion 

endeavouied by letter to recal them to their allegiance; with noother 
Rouzut effect, however, than that of exposing himself to the mortification of an 
Tissuffa, insolent reply, which the leaders of the insurgents, Abdullah ben Tfauheb 
and 'Vezzeid ben Hfisseyne transmitted to him m the following terms. 

The rage which thou hast presumed to express against thy creator can 
“ injure none but thyself. On our part we shall only inforni thee, that 
“ the day on which thy assent was given to the treaty of arbitration, con- 
filmed thee an infidel. Nevertheless, prove to us by thy repentance, 
“ that thou art returned to the true faith, and we may take thy proposals 
“ into consideiation. But if thou art detei mined to adhere to the princi- 
, “ pies of guilt, we thus solemnly adjure thee to resume the path ofrecti- 

“ tude, with the assurance, that a righteous God will never befriend the 
“ advocates of duplicity’^* and treason. 

This reply from the Khouauredje, rendered everj’- advance towards 
accommodation on the part of Ally hopeless ; he determined, notwithstand- 
ing, to connive at their insolence, and leave them to themselves, until he 
should have chastized the ambition of Mauweiab, against whom be was 
iiow preparing with fresh vigour fur the renewal of hostilities. For this 
purpose he again quitted Kfifah, and encamped at Nokheilah, requiring 
his captains to prepare forthwith for anothei expedition into Syria. The 
Kufians seemed disposed on this occasion at lea't, to support his views 
without reluctance, while the couriers whom he dispatched to the different 
provinces hastened the march of the various contingents, which he had 
ordered to join him. Among others, his faithful kinsman Abdullah Abbas, 
with seven thousand of the troops of Bassorah, repaired to the camp at 
Nokheilah, where, from the continual arrival ofieiuforcements, the strength 
of .the army was soon completed to eighty thousand men. In the mean 
time, intelligence which reached him of the enormities committed through- 
out Ir^k by the insurgents, against all who refused to abjure the arbitration 
of Abb Mfissa ahd Ami (i, compelled Ally for the present to suspend the 
execution of his designs against Mauweiah ; the insurgents having put to 
.death the person whom he employed to ascertain the truth of the reports 

♦ Of apostacy from his principlesjierhaps , else tlieallusiou might more pertinently come 
tiome to themselves. . 
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tion of that circumstance ; and tlie authoritj^ of the sacred Kor^n itself, a H XXXV IIK 
« which affirms that the representative of a murdered prince shall be the A.D.658. 

“ successor to his throne. But in addition to his other claims, is he not Rouzut 
“also the brother of Habeibah, one of the prophet’s beloved wives ussuffa. 

“ I prithee Amru,” said AbirlMhssa, “ not entirely to divest thjself of the 
“ fear of God, and to recollect,, that if the right to the Khelaufut rested 
“ uponnobilitv of descent, the people must in all justice have concurred 
“ in submitting to the so\ereigniy of some one or other of the race of 
“ Abrauhah the son Ussubbah the Idumeirian, through wdiom is con- 
“ tinned the illustrious lineage of Tebba, w'hose authority extended to the 
“extremities of the east and west. Independent of these considerations, 

“ the ancestry of Mauwciah can in truth bear no competition with that of 
“ Ally , for what reasonable comparison can be urged between the son of 
“ Abi Tauleb, and the offspring of Abu SofTeyan ? but after all, in poinLof 
“ consanguinitv, if the designation of w'ully could be applied to any one m 
“ particular, it should in justice be bestowed upon Amrh, one of the snr- 
“viMngsons of Olhman himself, rather than upon Mauweiah. At all 
“events,” concluded Abu Mussa, “if thou canst be pre\ ailed upon to 
“ concur w ith my view s, w e w ill raise the son of Omar to the Khelaufut, and 
“ reestablish the s} stem of his father.” Here Amru attcmptetl to evadej? 
the subject, by representing the son of Abdullah as not less. distinguished 
in anv respect than the father , and by demanding wliy he should not con- 
cur in the elevation of this person to the throne of the Khahfs. Abu 
T\Iussa did not pretend to deny to the son of Abdullah the ment of every 
accomplishment, but he had suffered his character to be contaminated 
by the shaie which he had taken in these sanguinary disputes “ Come,”^ 
said he to Amru once more,. ‘^Ifet us place the unblemished father on the 
“ throne of the prophet’s successors” AmrG persisted, nevertheless, m 
mam tainins: that A'bdull.di Omar was incompetent' to the trust,, and' that 
that man alone was w'orlhy of the KhelaufuL w'ho-hberally distributed wuth 
one band, while he regaled himself wuth the other. Here Ahu Mussa 
thought fit to remind him, that exhausted by the calamities of war, the 
community of Isslam had devolved to them respectively _the trust of 
arbitrating- their differences , he therefore admonished him to beware of 
plungms: them again into the same scenes of tumult and death, and withoutr 
further argument, to produce some expedient winch, might contribute to- 
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which had been circulated of their proceedings. These atrocities produced A.HXXXVm# 
from his captains a representation of the imprudence of engaging in a dis- A. D.659. 
tant enterpnze, while such miscreants were left to prosecute at discretion Rouzut 
their designs of blood and pillage against their defenceless fellow subjects i assufla, 
with so strong a presumption, that their schemes of violence and outrage 
would at no distant period be extended to Kufah itself. Under these con 
siderations they conceived it the wisest plan, in the first instance, to march 
asrainst the schismatics , and should a reasonable admonition fail to recal 
them to a sense of duty, the sword of avenging justice might be employed 
to dissipate their air-built piojects , after which relieved from their appre- 
hensions of any treacherous attempts during their absence, they would 
be able to proceed with greater confidence against his enemies in Syria. ' 

The prudence of these counsels was too obvious to be disregarded, and 
a resolution was immediately adopted to attack the Khouauredje; for 
which purpose the army was accordingly directed to advance towards 
Nehervaun, a position on the Tigris, some leagues above the confluence 
of that river with the Euphrates. Having arrived by successive marches' 
within a league of Neherwaiin, Ally encamped his troops. Here he 
renev ed his endeavours to reason the schismatics into a sense of duty, 
first by deputing Abdullah Abbas, and Abili Ayub the Ansaur, to investi- 
gate and allay then discontents , and lastly when this had produced but 
little impression upon the minds of these obdurate rebels', he approached 
in person to a spot in the vicinity of their camp, within the compass of Ins' 
voice , and from thence addressed them aloud, in substance as follows. 

If ye remain still uninfoimedr that, when I agreed to submit my claims- 
“ to arbitration, it was expressly stipulated on my part, that the arbitrators 
should decide in strict conformity to the dictates of the Koian , ye cannot 
“ ha\ e forgotten that I forewarned you of the fraudulent desi^rn noth 
‘'which the Syrians diverted }our attention, by exhibiting the sacred 
“ pages of the law at the points of their speais , and that when jou perti- 
“ naciously rejected eveiy other mode of deciding those claims, las pub- 
“hcly declared that my consent was given on the expiess condition, that 
“ the exei tjons of these arbitrators should be directed to reiive those 
“■ordinances of the Koran which had been suffered to fall into neslect, 

“and to extinguish e\ery doctrine of which the sacred code prescribed the 
“abolition. Accordingly,- since the two men selected to adjust ou^ 



356 

• ^ 

^.XXXVJII. heal the dissensions which had so long destroyed the repose of their anxi. 

0^*® fellow citizens. The deep laid scheme of Amrfinow began to disclose 
Houzut itself; and he put a period to the conference by declaring thatthese dis- 
\issuffa. tractions were not to be. appeased by any thing Jess than the absolute 
removal from authority of both Ally and jMauweiah ; and the reference of 
the question of the Khelaufut to the suffrage of a committeemf electors, 
as had been practiced on the demise of Omar. To all which, without fur- 
ther discussion, Abli Mussa appears to have agreed. 

To guard him, however, against the insidious design of which beseems 
-to have entertainedsome suspicion, Abdullah Abbas, ata private visit to Abu 
Mussa, expressed bis apprehension lest the cunning of Amrh should have 
already betrayed him into some inconsiderate resolution ; but Whatever it 
niight be, he now most seriously admonished him not to allow any cousi- 
, delation to pievail upon him, to be the first to pronounce his decision to 
the public , since the perfidy of Amru was too' notorious not to excite the 
fastest apprehensions', that if the advice, uhich at such a crisis he mas 
irresistibly impelled to give him, should be disregarded, the declarations of 
that consummate deceiver would be found diaraetiically opposite to Ins 
iengagement , which would give birth to disorders beyond the reach of 
huinan skill to remedy, Abu ^lussa assured him in reply, that the measure 
which they had concurred to adopt, was of such a natuie as ro secure them 
against the contingency of any disagreement, m opinion, on the subject. 

The ensuing day Abu Mussa and Amrfi, attended by a numerous con- 
.course of people, proceeded to the place appointed, when Amru nas 
desired'by his collegue to ascend the tribunal prepared for the occasion, 
and announce to the public the concerted result of their deliberations. 

Heaven forbid,” observed the crafty Amru, “that I should so far forget 
“ myself, as to take precedence of a person so much ray superior m age 
“and virtue ” ' Abu Mussa m concurrence with the importunities of this 
obsequious friend, accordingly ascended the tribunal ; and, after perform- 
ance of the customary duties of his religion, in an offering of praise and 

adoration to the throne of Omnipotence, and an invocation of blessings on 
thememory of his prophet, proceeded to announce to the assemblv, that 
the restoration of peace to the community, and of order to the .distracted 
condilion of affairs, depended vilhoat alternative, on the resolution 
.to which they had agreed, of absolving both Ally and Mauwei.ih from the 



A»H*XXXVlIIi difFcrcncGS, Iiavg clioscn to decide in conforinity to their own selfish 
“ propensities, and in direct hostility to the sacred word of God, their 
Kouzut “judgment must be considered entirely null, and the tjuestjon has reverted 
UESufia. to Its orginal ground. 1 am however yet to learn, to what causes are to 
“ be ascribed these hostile and rebellious proceedings on your part.” 
The ICouauredje biiefly replied, by acknowledging that when they acceded 
to the plan of nibitralion the}' also had betrayed the cause -of truth, and 
become infidels. Of their conduct on that occasion, they had however 
long since manifested their sincere repentance. If by a similar compunc- 
tion, he could establish his claims to forgiveness, they were prepared to 
submit themsehes once more to his authority. “ If,” rejoined AHj’, 

^ “ notwithstanding my precedence in Isslam, in my participation in the 

prophet’s exile, and in my exploits against the enemies of true religioa 
“ to ensure the favor ofOmnipotence, I could be so base as to give testi- 
“mony to my own impiety, I shoiJd indeed desen'e to be included among 
“ the most besotted of mankind.” lie concluded however, by a request 
that they would appoint from among themselves some person on whose 
conduct and principles they could rely, in order to hold a disputation 
with him ; pledging himself to conform to their desires, if fairly' argued into 
a conviction of liis errors ; and expressing a confidence that they were still 
possessed of a sufficient reverence for the judgments of an avenging 
deity, to return to their duty, provided he was himself victorious in the 
controversy. 

To this they appear to have subscribed ; and Abdullah the son of Ulkoua, 
was chosen on their parts to support the disputation with Ally. This was 
opened the latter, who demanded to know, what occurences had arisen, 
after consenting to his assumption of'the throne of the prophet’s successors, 
after combating in his service, and giving everj' other proof of obedience 
to his authority, to justify those measures of rebellion and hostility, m 
which they were now engaged; and how it came to pass, that in the war 
of the camel nothing could be observed m their conduct that bespoke a 
similar disposition ? To this Abdullah replied, that on the day of tfa« 
camel there was no treaty of arbitration. “May I request to be mforme , 
said the Khalif, “which is best qualified to point out the principles o 
“ truth and salvation, the prophet or thyself? “ The prophet without 
“ dispute,” said Abdullah. “Perhaps then,” added Ally, “thou art nof 
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jfunctions of supreme government, and of trapsferring the question of the A.H.XXXVIIL 
Khelaufut to the decision of a competent meeting of electois.' “ Accord- A. D. 658> 
continued he, taking off the ring which he u ore upon his finger, Rouzut 
“I remo\e Ally and Mauueiah from the Khelaufut, m the same manner ussuffflt 
‘^as tins ring is removed from my finger.” He then quitted the tribunal, 
and uas replaced by Amn'i, who addressed the assembly m the following' 
terms “ This respectable personage as ye must have all witnessed, has 
“ entirely duested his superior of the supreme authority. Mark .the differ- 
ence.” Then encircling his finger with a ring which he held in Ins' 
hand, he further pronounced, “ I, for m 3 ' part, have established my sover- 
“ eigii i\Iau\\eiah in that authoril 3 ' mill the same solemn publicity as I 
“ place tins ring on iny huger.” 

Tins extraorduiars and unexpected result IiaMiig exCited an universal 
clamour of surpi ISC and indignation in the assembl}', Abu Mussa pioceeded 
to reproach Ainru with the perfidy and falsehood of .which hew'as guilt}' in" 
this shameless Molation of the engagements into w'hich they had entered. 

“ Would to hea\en,” cried Abdurrailiman the son of Abu Bukker, “ thou 
“ hadstbeen m thy giave Abu Mussa, rather than such an aw'ard should 
“'liaAe proceeded from thy bps.” “ Na}',” said Abdullah Abbas, “ the 
“ crime rests not w ith Abu Mussa, but with that guilty miscreant who 
“called him to such a tiust.” Sliorreiah the cominandei of the escort, 
proceeded to discipline Amru with his wdiip, but suffered himself to be 
appeased by the people, although he never afterwards ceased to lament 
that instead of his w'hip he had not used his sword against the person of 
the detested decener Others of the assembly loudly declared, that they 
acknowledged no’arbitei but God, disavow'ing aii}' competence in either 
Amru or Abu Mussa to decide on such a question. Some of the people 
of Irak, at the same time, evinced a disposition to draw 4^beir swords , and 
\vould ha\e immediately commenced hostilities at the very foot of the Ui- 
bunal, had they not been prevented b}' the interposition pf Auddy the son of 
Hautem, who called upon them to recollect, tlijat “ war ' without the 
“ sanction of then Imaum w'as against the law.” 

At all events the result of this memorable conference, produced univer- 
sal disgust and dissatisfaction among the people of Hejauz and Irak , but 
more pariicularl} among the Benni Haushem, w'ho repeated to one 
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■^‘^W'are of that passage in the Koran, which was communitated to him A.H.XXXVIir. 
•^‘ on occasion of the conference with the men of Nedjraun ; and no one A^D 659. 

pretends to doubt that God has marked them as a perverse generation.” Rouzut 
■“ Nevertheless,” observed Abdullah, “ the passage exclusively applies ussuffa.' 

‘Ho that people ; but at any rate, in according thy assent to an adjust- 
ment by arbitration, thou hast thyself become the author of those doubts 
“ which have arisen against thy pretensions to die Khelaufut. Since 
therefore thou hast fallen into the dilemma through thine own abetment, 

“ our Suspicions ^vlth regard to thy claims have not by that circumstance 
^‘been rendered the less warrantable.^’ Ally continued however to reinforce 
his arguments by further portions from the sacred code, and Abdullah 
with equal constancy to elude them, until he was compelled at last to 
acknowledge that all he had advanced was perfectly consistent with truth ; 
that Ally was without a blemish in every respect, the solitary instance alone 
excepted, by which he had authoiized the appointment of Abb Mbssa and 
Amrb, and by which he had proved himself, as he said, either an infidel or an 
apostate from hisprinciples. Ally desired him to recollect that Abb Mbssa only 
had been appointed by him, that Amrb was the choice of Mauweiah. “ Abb 
“ Mbssa IS an infidel,” said Abdullah , “ wilt thou inform me,” replied All}", 

“ at what period he became an infidel , whether during liis journey to Dou- 
“ mut ul jundel, or during the discussions at that place on the subject of 
'• the arbitration ? during the discussion,” said Abdullah. “ Then,” con- 
tinued Ally, since Abb Mbssa is acknowledged to have been a true 
“ believer at the period when he leceived his appointment, and became a 
“ traitor to his principled by his conduct only in the discharge of the trust 
*\reposed in him, wherein does the circumstance imply any degree of guilt 
“ on my part ^ If, for example, the prophet should at any time have had 
“ occasion to employ a person to admonish an infidel community to the 
“ worship of the true God, and that person should have perverted his 
“ mission to other purposes, in what respect could it impeach his employer; 

4' any more than the imbecility or perfidy of Abb Mbssa can be imputed 
to my charge, or justify that effusion of Mussulman blond for which 
“ you are responsible Perceiving that the discussion appeared likely to 
terminate to their disadvantage, the leaders of the Khouauredje here 

gX 
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ti.XXXVIII. another on this occasion, the verses composed by his uncle Abbas in praise 
fheir hero Ally, at the period when they were called upon to pledge 
Rouzut their allegiance to Abu Bukker. From some of the theologists, if we may 

ussuffa. be permitted so to designate the readers of the Kor^n, who formed a part 
of the assembly, Abu Miissa experienced the bitterest reproaches; while 
they did not forbear to tell him, that the princely Ally was but too 
thoioughly acquainted with the stupidity of his character, when he 
demonstrated so decided a repugnance to his appointment. Others, more 
X violent, menaced his life, and would probably have carried their 

threats into execution, if he had not seasonably made his escape to 
' -Mekkah. AtairCl, with AbulOur and his followers, proceeded to Damas- 
cus, where they did not fail to congratulate Mauweiah on the successful 
issue of the conference, and on his accessiorl to the Khelaufut. Abdullah 
Abbas, and Shorreiah, with far different impressions in their hearts, repaired 
to Kufah, where it remained for them to communicate to their sovereign 
those circumstances of mortification and disappointment, which they had 
been constrained to witness at Doumut ul juudel. We are here referred' 
to the authority of Hafiz Abrfi, and the compiler of the Mustekey, or 
curious history, for the assertion, thaf it was in consequence of the result 
of this inauspicious conference that Ally, by his example, established the 
illiberal precedent of imprecating from the mumbers, or tribunals of public 
worship, ‘the names of such persons as were hostile to his interests , it 
being on this occasion directed by his authority that the liaiinet, or curse 
of God, should be denounced from the pulpit against Mauweiali and Amru, 
and AbhtOur the Selmian, Jeib, or perhaps Habeib, the son otMosselamab, 
Zohauk the son of Keyss, Wulleid the son of Aukkebah , and lastly against 
Abu Mussa, who had thus, either through -treachery or imbecility, so 
shamefully compromised the interests of his constituents. Such a pro- 
ceeding produced immediate retaliation on the part of Mauweiah , a’ho 
enjoined that the names of Ally and his principal adherents should be 
pronounced with a similar malediction throughout the territories subject 
iO his authority. 
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^.H.XXXVJII. interrupted the conference, desiring that Abdullah would cut short all 
P- further argument with this man, and withdraw to his party. After which 
Rouzut they closed every avenue towards accommodation by immediately prepar- 
mg for battle. 

Convinced at length that his dispute with the Khouauredje, would 
yield to no decision but that of the sword, Ally proceeded, on his part also ' 
to dispose of his troops in order of battle. His right wing being consigned 
■ to the charge of Hidjer the son of Auddy ; his left to Sheyth the son of 
Rebbeiai, and his cavalry to Abb Aybb the ansaur, wJiose tomb is near 
Constantinople. The general direction of the infantry was entrusted to 
Abb Ketaudah. The schismatics on their side, placed their right wing 
under the orders of Yez/eid the son of Husseyne, and their left under 
those of Shorreiah the son of Abi Obfify. Herkous the son of Zeheir 
undertook the direction of the cavalry, and Abdullah the son ofUlkoua, 
just mentioned, that of the infantry. Abdullah ben Wauheb, the chief of 
the insurgents, as well as Ally, most probably taking his station in the 
centre. The armies thus confronted, Ally placed his standard apart under 
the protection of a body of tw'o thousand men, and caused it to be pro- 
claimed that all such as repaired to that standard should find pardon and 
security, and that all who[departedJquietlyforKbfah would be entitled to the 
same indulgence. This appears to have succeeded in producing all the 
effect that could be desired ; one of the leaders of the Khouauredje, 
Ferdah the son ofNoufil Eslijai, with five hundred men, immediately 
retiring towards Dezhkouh ; others took the road to Kbfah ; while a consi- 
derable body passed over to the standard, and experienced the protection 
which had been held out to them. By these uniooked for desertions, the 
force with Abdullah beu Wauheb was soon reduced to less than four 
thousand men , with which, however, he did not hesitate to assail the far 
superior numbers of the Khalifs army, which had been directed to expect 
the attack without moving. This circumstance probably encouraged thp 
audacity of the insurgents, who advanced to the charge with such extra- 
ordinary resolution, as to make a considerable impression in the ranks of 
their opponents, but ultimately separating into two divisions, they diverged 
towards the right and left wings. In this effort Shorreiah was engaged by 
Keyss the son of Saud, who ^struck'off one of bus legs , notwithstanding 
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CHAP. X. 

A lthough our details must continue to be drawn from the inex- 
haustible stores of the Rouzut ussiifla, yet the defect of arrangement 
in the materials of that work, will some times constrain us, in digesting 
the order of events, to apply to other sources, where they are at hand. 
We shall therefore proceed to trace the remaining circumstances of the 
Khelaufut of Ally, according to the succession in which they are related m 
the Kholaussut ul akhbaur. 

It IS generally understood, that at the period when Ally consented, with 
whatever reluctance, to the mission of Abb Mhssa to the congress atDou- 
mut uljundel, Herkous the son ofZeheir, and Zerriaut the son of Malek, 
both remonstrated against his confiding to Abfi Mfissa what it was in the 
power of God alone to determine, and indeed against his deputing any one 
on his part to arbitrate with his adversaries. Ally demanded in reply, 
on what possible grounds he could be justified in \nolating his engagements, 
or in the infraction of a treaty so deliberately recorded and confirmed by 
the signatures of so many distinguished persons. On which Eben ul 
Kowai lushkeiy^ the Eben Melkoud formerly alluded to, with the whole 
of the schismatics, henceforward designated Khouauredje, vociferating 
with loud clamours, “that they would have no arbiter but God and having 
repeatedly assailed his ears with this sentence, they proceeded to declare, 
that if he persisted in adhering to the appointment of Abu Miissa, he was 
guilty of a crime of which it behoved him to evince his speedy repentance. 
In short, that his troops had now sufficiently reposed from their exertions, and 
that It only required his orders to reassemble them for an immediate 
renewal of hostilities with Mauweiah and the Sjuians ; which they iirqed 
him to expedite without further delay. Ally denied that any guilt was 
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Vi'liirli lio continued Ills ctcrlioir; mUil Ins nntngonist put an end to Iiis A.HXXXVnc 

Ill (lol.uling ihc cirmni'^lnncc': of ihi<i battle, the atillior proceeds to '"rou^uT*' 
rchte, that rniong: others of the KhniKnircdje ^\ho lind disiinpuishcd uesuffi. 
tlieni'^ehc'^ on former or( asions m the can^c of Ally, one in particular, 
i'hiH'"' ul T.ii, had everted hini'-elf with rnn^pI^uou‘^ i;allantry m the con- 
flicis at Serieine. This jier^nn now prt'semed hiin'^elf at the head of the 
troops of his pariv, and ha\ me reritctl aloud certain \crsesin praise of 
his nscneiatt's, ur^ed his eart'er with impetuous fiir\ ai^ainst the opposing 
line of AII_\ 's troops, w hieh he ontind\ jienetrated to the rear. IJe w.is 
bow e\ ( r pursued aiul hri'iiulil to defend himself hy AIlv iii person, hy 
w hose su (Utl, aftt r a gallant resistant e, In* was Knelled in tin' dust In 
the mean time llerlouis hen 7a htar, who had watelu'd an opportumtv to 
attack the person of Alh, nnu spurred his horse against him; and was already 
prepan fl to strike, w hen that prinee anticipated the hlow', and clo\e liis 
helmet to the scull , dropping the reins, his horse bore him sensi loss from 
the fit Id ofhnitlc to a deserted spot on the hank of the Ncherwaiin ruer, 
into which, about the close of the action he was thrown, and thus perished. 

Ills 00117111 Mai. K the son of Ulweswuih. attempted to a\ enyc the death 
of his kiiisinaii, hut supplu d another proof of the re.sistless might of .MIy’s 
arm Ueudered desperate hy the fate of his .iss,,, lates, Abdullah hen 
■\Vauhel), to whom, m eoiitcmpl prohahK, these writers ha\c also assigned 
the apprllaiiou ol urrauhelu, the monk, who w.is m fact the feimcntmfr 
prmeiple of the conspirac\, and acknowledged chief of the insurgents, now 
called aloud to the son of Aim Tauleh, by wliicb appellation he chose to 
addre.ss him, demanding to know how- long he proposed to e.vhibit these 
proofs of over bearing Molencc, against his inferiors in strength ; and daring 
him to ir) the \igour of a warrior’s assault m a contest wnlh his equal, 

“ Tor,” said he, “ I ha\c pledged myself by an oath ne\er to leave this 
“spot until I ha\e cither made thee a sacrifice to my vengeance, or fallen 

111 the prosecution of it.” Smiling at this arrogant ebullition. Ally dis- 
dainfully replied, that with a competent experience of that prow'ess which 
he dared to defy, he could not but consider the language, to which he 
bad given expiession, as extremely misapplied ; he should therefore ascribe 
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^.H.XXXVIII. attacliccl to the simple mission of Abii Mfissa, although the circumstances 
'vluch gave It birth must be allowed to have origonaled m the most 
deplorable imbecility. He then called to their recollection his fruitless 
ussuflA. endeavours to warn them against the designs of the Syrians, in the artful 


contrivance of exhibiting at the points ol their lances, the sacred pages of 
the law ; and of their total disregard to liis assurances of victory, if they 
would be prevailed upon to continue the conflict but for one short hour 
longer. ]lis entreaties and his views were equally despised and superseded. 
Zerriaut licre declared, that unless he immediately put a stop to the depar- 
ture of Abu Mussa, and receded from tlie project of arbitration, they were 
prepared to turn their arms against himself ; “ at all events,” said Ally, 
“ It behoves tlicc to icpent thyself, for 1 perceive that thou art destined to 
« perish by my lance.” » In that respect ” replied Zerriaut, “ I am pre- 
“ pared” Ally continued, however, to assert his innocence in alf this 
matter, and th.it tlie guilt, if any, rested c.xclusively with themselves, when 
one of the bystanderb observed to him, that it was impossible not to per- 
ceive that the party was become e.\trcmcly formidable, that they had 
already gone the length of denouncing him an infidel, for lijs compliance 
with tins obnoxious treaty, and that if he did not seasonably retract, it was 
very evident that they meditated hostilities against him. To this he con- 
clusively replied, it would be found that lie was not unprepared to repel any 
aggression eitliei against Ins person or authority. 

These discussions between Aliy and the Kliouauredje were still occasi- 
onally renewed until the result of the conference at Doumut ul jundel 
was published at Kufali , when tlie schismatics openly a^owed their satis- 
faction, insolently professing that those sacred obligations which had 
hitherto rendered tlie person of their sovereign inviolable, were now 
forever cancelled, since he had virtually subscribed to Ins own degradation. 
Under these circumstances, one day while he was performing the duties 
of the imaumutm the principal mosque of Kufah, one of them suddenly 
rose and exclaimed, “ no ai biter but God” In which he was seconded by 
the clamours of the whole party, by whom this sentence appears to have 
been usuiped as the parole or test of their principles. On this. Ally is 
slated to have addressed them in the following terms. “ The sentiment - 
“ which you have chosen to express, I adjmit to be founded in truth, but as 
“ erroneous m its application, as your object in adopting it is iniquitous; 
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A.H.XXXVIII- it to nil effort of despair ; and that having dismissed all further regarff for 
life, he was compelled to hasten his destiny^ by hazarding a conflict with 
Rouzut superior manhood. Abdullah had by this time approached within con- 
tfsufla. venient distance ; when with a single stroke of his scimitar, Ally 

dispatched him to the abode of the wretched. 

The death of this man was immediately followed' by the almost entire 
destruction of the remainder of the Khouauredje ; of nearly four thousand 
of whom, that had shared with him the dangers of the battle, not 
more than nine persons escaped the carnage ; which by a sort of miraculous 
coincidence also constituted the number of the sJa/n on the part of the 
victors m this unequal contest ; according to the express prediction of the 
Khalif, who bad announced previous to the commencement of the action 
that day, that of his own soldiers destined to fall m the approaching con- 
flict, the number would not exceed the order of units, while on the part of 
the enemy not ten persons would escape with life. Of the nine individuals 
who thus escaped the slaughter, two are represented to have fled intGr 
Khorassaun, and from thence after a short interval to the region ofNeira- 
rouz, where they became the origin of the Khouaredje of Seiestaun. Tivo 
more took refuge in Yemen, of whom the schismatics of that country are 
the descendants ; two retired into Omman, and two into Jezzeirab. Of 
the two latter, Authem the historian of Kufah is stated to affirm that 
many of the descendants existed in his days on the banks of theEuphratesr 
the ninth fled into the district of Telmouezzin, of whom no memorial has 
been preserved. Three of the msuigeut chiefs have been already accounted" 
for. Yezzeid ul Hhsseyne, the fourth, is said to have been transfixed in 
the course of the battle, by Abfi Ayfib, the ansaur ; at any rate, if the 
report of the latter to his sovereign is entitled to belief. Neither can we 
omit to observe, that Hauny the son of Khettaub and Zeiaud the son of 
Hefzah, are both of them said to have contended for the merit of having 
killed Abdullah the son ofWauheb; which appears to be countenaneed 
by the acknowledgement of Ally, that they had contributed to hasten the 
fate of that rebel, since they had both assailed him with their lances. 

Through one more circumstance of this battle, though perhaps not very 
material' to relate, we must reconcile ourselves to attend the author. Pre-" 
vious to the commencement of hostilities on this occasion, Ally is said to 
have stated to his followers, and for the tr-uth of his assertion, to have 



“bcinc no oilier llian lo n\nil your'^clvc'^ of some pretext, loset nt nought A.H.XXX\niI. 
“ tlu’coinm.uul''. nnd jiro'>cnl)o the anihorilN of \our rulers , which never- A.D u5i). 

“ thch'^*« Iona ns it is directed to tlie destruction of foreign enemies, Rourut 
“ the .icruimilnlion of their spoiK, lo the seenriU of ^onr higln\a\s, to ussuha, 

“ tlic Miidieation of the V. e.ik aaamsi the powerful, and of the injured 
“ noaiii':! their oj')pre‘'Snr-', i^' t'fiiiiill\ neec‘:sar\ to the welfare and existence 
“ ol society, whether it i'' adniini''t( O'd h\ the \irtuciis or In the waked. 

“ Let It how c\ er he imder‘'to(ul, that from me there are three things 
“ which _\e ha\e a naht to expect. '1 he fuNt n, that I ‘should not exclude 
“ \ on Iroin \ our mo'-ijnes 'I he < ond e-, that so long *is \ ou su ppon pjy 
“ auihnritv , 1 ‘•liould not w ithhold from on \our rliu* proportion of the 
“ sjmil '1 he last is, that until pouoke me In \our ngaressions, I 
“should not I’na'ae in hosidities aaamsi \ou.” 

The schism iiies wiTc. how(\cr, not to hc' dissuaded from their design* 

Their leaders pmccedi d to confer together at the residenee of Ahdullah 
the son of \\ nlieh urraulu'In , (the monk) hvwhoin the\ were formally 
appiired. that it hec.tinc not a siicieiy of men, professing a hehef in (iod 
and a (h\ of retnhulion. to hold tin msel\<*s (xempud from examining, or 
ratcnding to, all things which concerin.d the general well.io' N'either was 
It woriliN of sin h a snciei\ to withhold the dictates of iinuiuiahlc truth, as 
lhe\ horc uponcvtrv rdalion of hf«' .Such heing Ins opinion, .dl hc 
should furihcr ohser\e, was, that their hrethren hn\ing unfortunately 
entered into an oiigagemcnt to refer their ddlerenccs to the arbitration of 
two pariicukir persons. \Mth the rehaiice that such a decision would be 
gnen. as ^\ is conformalile to the sacred principles of the Kor.ui ; the 
arbiters thus chosen, had pro\cd b^ the result of their deliberations,’ how 
unworthy they were of the trust reposed m them, and how little theircon- 
dmtwastohe mnuenced Iw those principles. JJc, therefore, that w.vs 
disposed to escape from an unexampled calamity, must abandon, without 
d. lav, a place which was become the .abode of darkness and impiety. 

Ilerkous the s ai of Zeheir solicited them by similar arguments to leave 
Kiifah, wl.ilellmuah the son of Seyaur, another of the conspirators 
urged them in the first place, on the necessity of investing the manage- 
ment of their designs in some competent indiMdual , ol whose prudence 
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appealed tathat God who splits the barley corn for vegetation, and who A.HXXX'VIO, 
from the exhaustless stores of his benevolence, has clad his creature mao A. D. 659. 
in the gaib of existence, that the prophet had long since preadmonished Rouzut 

him' of the events in which he should be engaged with this misguided ussu^ 

faction. Namely, that he should be at war with a band of miscreants 
whose secession from the principles of truth to the mazes of error and 
falsehood, would be as irrevocable as the flight of an arrow from the bow 
of the archer, that, as a maik by which he should be able to distinguish 
such a sect, there would be found among the individuals of which it was 
composed, a person to one of whose shoulders, in place of an arm, would 
be suspended an excrescence of flesh, resembling the breasts of a woman, 
covered at the extremity with bristles, like the whiskers of a cat. On the 
same subject, Obeidah of the tribe of Selman is said further to relate,^ that 
he was m the KhaliPs train, when he arrived im the neighbourhood of 
Neherwaun , and that [a person brought intelligence, while Ally was 
engaged in public worship, that the insurgents had crossed to the opposite 
side of the river. When Ally had finished his devotions, he observed that 
the repoit was unworthy of belief, since he was too well assured that they 
would never pass the riven, for that destiny had marked the scene of their 
destruction on this side. Accordingly when the insurgents-met their fate 
«n the very spot which theKhalif had indicated for that event, hedirected 
that they should search for the body of Zul Thedeiah, the man with the 
breast. The people employed in-the, search, ab first returned and reported 
that no person answering to such ardescription was to be found among the 
dead. Ally directed them, notwithstanding, to renew their search, insist- 
ing with an oath, that the body of Zfil Thedeiah was on the field -of battle. 

They again proceeded to examine the slam ; until under a heap of forty 
dead bodies, they found the carcase of Zhl Thedeiah, of whose identity 
they had immediate proof, for they found, on inspection, depending from 
Ins shoulders, a fleshy exciescence,sueh as Ally had described, which, on 
drawn ng out, became extended to the length of his other arm, and on 
being disengaged nnmediarely shrivelled up to the resemblance of a 
woman’s breast. Of the Khouauredje, however, who were left for dead 
on the field of battle, four hundred were discovered, in whom the vital 1 
spark was not yet extinguished . these, by the Khalifs direction, were 
restored to their relatives. The more valuable property of the slam, he 
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^.H.XXXVIII, and talents they mrght avail themselves, to conduct them through the 
difficulties in which they were about to engage. This latter proposal 
Kouzut received the immediate approbatiou of the whole, and accordii gly a tendei 
kssuffa. of the supremacy m all their concerns was made to Yezzeid the son ol 
Hhsseyne, one of the enthusiasts devoted to the party. It was however 
declined by him, and ultimately accepted by Abdullah Wauheb, who 
affectedly disclaimed all other motives in confoiming to the desire of his 
associates, than what derived their source far beyond all earthly consider- 
ations , beyond all the plans of selfish or worldly ambition. He then 
presented his hand, and received from them their proffers of allegiance, declar- 
ing that he considered himself thus solemnly pledged before heaven, to 
promote the observance, and enforce the prohibitions of the Jaw , to with- 
hold the truth from no man , and to be strictly governed in his proceed- 
ings by the maxims of the orthodox belief. With respect to those 
misguided persons, who could submit themselves to be imposed upon by 
the dictates of an arbitration, AAdiich set truth and justice at defiance, he 
now protested in the presence of that God, than wiiom there was no other 
in existence, that even though he found himself alone and unsupported, 
he was determined to combat against them, until he should obtain tfie 
glorious reward of martyrdom. 

It was accordingly determined on, after some subsequent deliberation, 
and on the suggestion of Yezzeid the son of Husseyne, another of the 
illustrious family of Tai, smcejt would expose them to premature pursuit 
if they quitted Kfifah in a bodj^ and as Medayein, which was originally 
proposed as the place of rendezvous, was in many important points excep- 
tionable, that they should take their depaiture from a place which was 
become now so odious, in numbers so inconsiderable, as to avoid observa- 
tion, and assemble at the bridge of Neherwaun. A letter was at the same 
time transmitted to the adherents of the party at Bassorab, inviting them to 
join their friends at the station fixed upon for the general rendezvous. AH 
which being previously arranged, the malcontents proceeded, as had been 
lecommended, m parties of two and three, towards Neheiwaun, gradually 
accumulating as they advanced, until they became at last a very numerous 

' assemblage under the same Yezzeid. ' 

Among those who had associated themselves with the insurgents on t is 
cccaaoD, happened to be Zeid the son of the respectable Auddy ben Hau- 
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directed moreover tolbe delivered up to tliose who possessed the claims of 
nihentance ; consigning to his victorious soldiers the cattle only and arms 

Kouzut of ilie vanquished. 

UEsufiu. Having ihns terminated with equal rapidity and success, his expedition 
against these insurgents, Ally endeavoured toa\ail himself of the facility 
with which thcMClory was aclucved, as an argument to stimulate liis 
troops, now' that a bonefieent providence was so evidently disposed to favor 
their exertions, to accompany him, as they had originally pledged themselves 
to do, against tlic provinces ofSyna. Some of his most distinguished cap- 
tains, among whom we again find the name of Aishauth the son of Keyss, 
representing, liowe\er, that their quivers were exhausted, their arrows 
broke,, and their sw'ordMmpaired, wot h Irequent use; and requesting that 
-be w'ould rcconduct them to Kftfah for the purpose of replacing their 
equipmentb ; after which they w'onld he able to second his views w'lth 
greater confidence, to the cfiectiial extirpation of his enemies, he was con- 
strained to give v.'ny to their remonstrances, and accordingly' proceeded on 
bis return toKufah ; in sight of w'hich, atXokheilali, in due time, he again 
resumed his station. From hence he permitted all such ns required it, to 
repair to the city ; but lest the expedition, on which his faculties appeared 
to be so ardeptly' fixed, should be exposed to any fuithcr delav, they w'ere 
laid under a positive restriction not to remain there bey'ond the period of 
one day'. The next day, accordingly, with the exception of a very few 
of such as were still under the influence of a more honorable sentiment of 
. loyalty, the camp W'as almost entirely deserted by the w'holearmy'; which 

preferring the inglorious ease of a quiet life, to the honorable fatigues of a 
distant enterprise, seemed but little disposed to rejoin its colours. Under 
these circumstances, Ally felt himself constrained to enter the town ; the 
citizens in vain endeavouring to apologize for their conduct, while he did 
not attempt to suppress his indignation at the repeated proofs of disobedi- 
ence and ingratitude, w'hich he had experienced from them on this and 
other occasions. The tone of serious resentment, in which he expressed 
himself, seemed for a moment to aw'aken a sense of compunction ; they 
became profuse m their concessions, renewed their protestations of 
attachment, and once more declared themselves ready to follow wherever 
he chose to lead them. 
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These expressions of returning duty wrought upon the Khalifto accept A.H.XXXVIH^ 
of their acknowledgments, although he determined to bring their sincerity A.D.659. 
to an immediate proof. For this purpose Haureth the Hamdanian, one of Rouzut 
Ins captains, was directed to proclaim, that all such as were animated by ussuffl* 
the genuine spirit of loyalty, should repair, on the morrow, to^-a suitable- 
place of rendezvous in the neighbourhood, which would be pointed out to 
them. So little, how ever, was this spirit to be depended on, that when 
Ally proceeded the following day to the encampment designed on this 
occasion, he found that no more than three hundred persons had been 
possessed of suflicient zeal to obey this last summons to join his standard* 

He declared, however, that had the number amounted only to a thousand,. 

It mifTht ha^e been entitled to some consideration ; but with the handful 
which he saw assembled, that it would be folly tCh tempt his fate. After 
remaining here for several days, a prey to sorrow and disappointment, he 
was at length urged by liidjer the son of Auddy, and Keyss the son of 
Saud, to enforce his orders for the expedition into Syria ; and if the people 
continued to disregard his authoritj’-, to sufler them to punish the disobe- 
dient. The proclamation was accoidingly repeated ; tvhile MiaUkkil the 
son ofKe^'ss, made a circuit of the adj’oining toivns for the purpose of 
reassembling the troops; but, before the latter could return from the service 
m which he w'as thus employed, his master rvas destined to be enrolled ii> 
the illustrious catalogue of the martyrs. 

It has been already noticed in a former page, that Ally had, unfortunately,, 
conceived it expedient to remove Keyss the son of Saud Ibbaudali, from 
the government of Egypt, and to transfer that prornnee to Maboramed the 
son of Abu Bukker. On the arrival of bis successor, the son of Saud 
relinquished his authority without a murmur; suggesting, at the same 
time, with lery disinterested zeal, the necessity of temporizing with the 
party in that country, which had not yet been prevailed upon to pledge 
their allegiance to Ally’s government; and pointing out by name those 
persons whose attachment it would be advisable to conciliate, if it was 
considered of importance to retain the subjection of that opulent province* 

Key<=s had, however, no sooner left the country, than his prudent counsels 
%vere forgotten ; ihe son of Abili Bukker, though admonij,hed by repeated 
defeats, persisting in the employment of force, to compel the allegiance of^ 
the obnoxious party. There resided in Egypt at this period, a jt^rsonwho- ' 
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wliat lie was unquestionably authorized to do from Abdullah Abbas on this a.H. XL. 
occasion, a strict account of his receipt and expenditure, and that his A. D. 660. 
kinsman had in consequence withdrawn into private liife, he condescended Rouzut 
so soothe his resentment, and at last prevailed upon him to resume his ussufFi. 
post. Thus also, he provoked the desertion of his brother Aukkail, who 
■VI ent over in the course of this year, and submitted to the authority of 
Mauweiah; for reasons however which reflect considerable credit upon 
Ally, for that incorruptible integrity with which he continued to apply the 
resources entrusted by the public to his discretion. It would appear that 
Aukkail had taken an opportunity of complaining to Ins brother of the 
slenderness of Ins means for the support of a numerous family; and -of 
requesting that some triflms: addition to his salarj^ might be allowed from 
the public treasury. This All} refused to do, alleging, that he had already 
assigned him the portion to which he was entitled , and that it was not m 
bis pow er, bow-ever he might be disposed, to give him any part of that 
which was the property of others. But Aukkail continuing still to urge 
the necessities by which he was impelled to solicit relief, the Khalif affected 
to acquiesce , and desired, since there appeared to be no alternative, that he 
Avould attend him that night, when they would break into the house of a 
certain wealthy neighbour, and find an ample supply for all his wants. 

Aukkail demanded with a mixture of surprise and indignation, if he 
could seriously propose to relieve him by so gross a violation of the laws 
of society^ “ On the great and solemn day of account,” replied Ally, 
how much easier shall 1 acquit myself against the accusation of a solitary 
indnidual, than against the united cry of the whole community of Isslam, 
mdiMdually possessed of an equal claim in that property, which thou hast 
“endeavoured to persuade me to divert to private purposes ?” 

According to other writers respecting the same incident, w'e are 
informed that when Aukkail applied to his brother for an augmentation to “ 
his pension, the latter desired him for a moment to suspend his impatience , 

■and withdrawing into the house, returned shortly afterwards wuth a piece 
of red hot iron, w'hicli he requested him to lay hold of. Naturally recoding 
from a proposition which appeared so extraordinary, Aukknil remarked 
■Sjiat it his brother was not disposed, by some proof of liberality, to relieve 
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A.axxxvm, Mnuweiah respectively. The latter, previous to the death ofthig intrepid 
A. D. 65$. soldier, in announcing to the Syrians his appointment to' the government' 
Rouzut of JKgyptj acknowledged that the apprehensions which he entertained of 
Ub-isufFa. the valour and talents ofMalek Ashtur, far surpassed any thing which h& 
could ever experience with respect to his superior; and he therefore recom- 
mended that their prayers might be addressed to heaven, to avert the evils 
'With which, m common with himself, they were threatened by the daring 
spirit of that enterprising chief. On intelligence that he was no more, he 
further announced to his followers, with no small satisfaction, that of the 
two eyes of Ally's power, Haushem the son of Auttebah Wokauss had 
already perished ; or, if other authorities are entitled to credit, he said, that 
of the two arms of Aliy, one had been cut off when the venerable Aumar 
Yaussser expired in the conflict of Seffeine ; and of the other, heaven m 
propitiation of their vows, bad now deprived him, in the death of Malek 
Ashtur. The instruments of divine vengeance, said he, are mfimte, it is 
some times conveyed in a mess of honei/. On the other hand, th^ 
sorrow of Ally, at the loss of this invaluable commander, received consi- 
derable aggravation from the intelligence, which about the same time 
reached him, of the equal grief and shame with which the son of Abh 
Bukker liad been overwhelmed by his unlooked for supersession. To 
conciliate the wounded spirit of that prince under such impressions, Ally 
conceived it prudent to write to him m the following terms “Of your 
“ distress of mind, m consequence of my selection of Malek Ashtur to" 
conduct the government of Egypt, I am sufficiently informed. This 
“ was however a measure to which I had recourse, not from any impression 
“unfavorable either to your diligenpe or exertion in the discharge of your 
“ trust, but from a desire of placing you at the head of another govern- 
ment ; which, although of equal extent and opulence, and salubrity of 
climate, would require less anxiety and application in its management, 

^ and where it would be in your power to enjoy a life of leisure and 
“ repose. The man whom I designed to supply your place was equally 
“ calculated by his prudence to confirm the attachment of my friends, and 
“ by the vigor of his mind to avenge me of my enemies. Bqt I am now 
apprized that the number of his days has been completed , and that he 
is of course absorbed m the infinitude of divine mercy. You are therefore 
^ required to continue m your present government, which is placed m 
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A H. XL. Ills distresses, it behoved him at least to forbear from subjectino- him to 
^ “UL^ry of this kind. » Nay then,” said Ally, since thou art incapable 

Rou^ut “ of sustaining the effect of that file which is produced by the operation 
tt^sutra. “ofmeie htimainty, how canst thou judge it reasonable, that I should 
“ expose myself to be consumed in that which is kindled by him who 
“ rules the universe However this may Inue been, perceiving that his 
application would in no shape be attended to, Aukkail watched his 
oppoitunity, left Kfifah, and withdrew to Damascus ; where he experienced 
from Mauweiah the most distinguished reception, and by whom his 
avance and ambition were giatified be3'ond his utmost hope. Never- 
theless, when Mauweiah m picsence of his court presumed to describe 
him as a person more exalted in the estimation of his fathei Abutauieb> 
than his brother Ally, Aukkail entirely disclaimed such a preference; 
“ alas Mauweiah,” said he, “ Avhat man endowed with the sense of sight, 
“ would assign to the obscure star Soha, a pre-eminence to the radiant 
“ glories of the sun ; will any man m the possession of his understanding 
“ raise the humble ant to a level with themajesty of Solomon , whatcompar- 
“ ison does an atom bear with th.it resplendent 0% winch illuminates the 
“world, or a drop of natei with tiie boundless stores of the deep^ in 
“justice lecollcct,” continued he, “th.at while thou and I were still attached 
“ to the woiship of idols, Ally was exposing his person to promote and 
“ extend the truths of Issl.im ; and take m3' assurance that necessity', with a 
“ sense of inmgmcd injur^', and peracbenture the love of uorldi v wealth and 
“ splendour, could alone have induced me to exchange my dependence on 
“ that model of righteous men, for a precarious subsistance on thy 
“ bounl3'.” iSIany were the altercations which ensued between jMauweiah 
and Aukkail on the same subject , but as the above will have affoidcd a 
'Sufficient specimen, our author has veij' considerate!}' spared his reader the 
irksomeness of a further detail , and proceeds to describe the more material 
incidents which brought the life and reign of AII3' to a premature and 
tragical conclusion 

In introducing the subject of the succeeding catastrophe, the historian, 
after some previous statements which are not of sufficient importance to 
repeat, advises us that a variety of causes have been by different writers 
assigned for that pityless animosity which armed the hand of Eben Mulju® 
against the sacred life of the prophet’s successor ; but that he will endea- 



'* formerly at yonr discretion: t sliail only recommend liiat your exdrti- A H XXXVIII 
*' ons in opposing the designs of the enemy may not be relaxed; that A. D'65q. 

your zeal in admonishing the misguided may not be diminished j iiouzut 

and that you fail not to supplicate the Support of Omnipotence m all ussuffa. 

“ \ our undertakings ; so shall the bounty of heaven be extended to the 
'‘accomplishment of all ^our wishes, and the perfection of all your 
“ designs. 

On the death of Malek Ashtur, finding that the attention of Ally was 
sufliciently engaged in the contest with the Khouauredje, u Inch is hero 
expressly stated to lane occurred subsequent to the event which w'e have 
been just recording, hlauweiah gladly embraced the opportunity to fulfil 
his engagements w nil Amrh, whom he now' accordingly dispatched with 
SIX thousand men for the reduction of Egypt. He w rote at the same time 
to the insurgent Mauweiah ben Khodeiah, requiring him to support the 
expedition of Ainrh, wdio was immediately joined, on his arrival in the 
Egyptian territory, by the rebel and all his force. Encouraged by this 
accession of strength, Amru sent a message to the son of Abu Bukker, 
warning him to quit the country while he could yet do it m safety , other- 
Viise he must be conscious, as it was sufficiently manifest to all Isslam,' 
that the blood of Othniah was on his head. To this the son of Abh Buk- 
kei IS said to have replied, that he did not consider the death of Othman 
of such importance, nor his share in it of such extent, as to make him 
accountable for it to any man , and least of all to Amru, whose activity in 
promoting that event w'as far superior .to any thing that could be justly 
ascribed to him. But he trusted at any rate, that he should yet have it in 
his power to treat Amrfi as he had already tieated Othman. 

Perceiving that his antagonist w'as not to be driven from his govern- 
ment by menaces, AmiA prepared to expel him by superior force. On 
his part, the son of Abfi Bukker employed a detachment to oppose the 
invader, under the directions of Kenaunah, the same person that w'lth his 
knife inflicted the first w'ound on the unhappy Othman. A part of his 
force W'as now detached by Amrh, under Abdurraihman the son of Bukker, 
to keep this body in check , the two divisions came to a battle m which 
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ussufia. 


vour in to furnish Ins readers utlh that information which he a H.XL. 

lui^^ derned from a j.erusal of those authors uhoin he conceives best enti- A.P 6G ^ 
lied to their confidence. 1 Ic acc ordin-K proceeds to relate, that after the Rouzut 
defeat of Nehcruaun, cither accident or the prospect of an as>lum against 
ihcirenemics, brou-httoMiUah, in the persons of Abdurraihman the 

sun ol Miihum of ihe tribe of Muraud, of 13arek the son of Abdullah of 
the tribe of I'enKini, and Ainifi or Auiiier the son of Biikker of the tribe of 
Sauid, three of those incendiaries who liad been most conspicuously acti\ e 
m the iiisurreciion ol the khouanredie , the former, in particnla--, described 
to luwebeeii oiiLiiialls sent, with iweiitN others, by the son of Abu Biikkcr 
on some prcMons occasion to the presence ot Ally, as one of the boldest 
and perhaps most tnibnleni soldier.^, m the armj of Ec:}pt. As they fre- 
quently met together, the coincrsation would naturally turn upon the 
unsettled slate of the go\ ernment, and the merits and misfortunes of their 
slaughtered companions , and they ultimately expressed a coiniction, that 
these aquations would nc\cr subside, until the public mind was set at rest 
b\ the death of three distinguished and ambitious individuals , these were 
Allv, Mauwciah and Amru. On which Abdurraihman declared that he 
would undertake to dispatch the former; uhile Barek engaged to finish 
the career of Mauwciah , and Amrii to quench forc\er the ambition of the 
5 o\eruor of Egypt , and a particular excumg haMiig been fixed upon, for 
the exeeulion of their design, the three conspirators, after poisoning their 
scimitars, and mutually pledging themsches for the performance of their 
encasements, accordingly separated, Eben Mulpim taking the road to 
Khfah, Barek that of Damascus, while the son of Bukker proceeded into 


Egy pi 

On his’airnalat Kufah, Eben Muljum became acquainted with, and 
Molentlv enamoured of, a woman whose uncommon beauty and attracti- 
ons he was unable to resist , whose name was Kettaumah, and of whom, 

adds our author, might justly be said, that her face was like the gloriods 
reward of the \irtuous, and the tresses which adorned her cheek, like the 
black record of the Milam’s guilt. This w'oman had belonged to the fac- 
tion of the Khouauredje , had lost a father, brother, and husband, or 
according to others, an uncle and husband, in the conflict atNeherw^aun ; 
and to the solicitations of her lover she now^ replied, that there would be 
no obstacle to the attainmentof his wishes, provided he would undertake, on 
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XXVIII. the troops of Amrii, wjth their. leader, were defeated, and shamefitllj 
.1). b5ti. driven for slielter nUo his camp. Upon this Maiuveiah the son ofRbo. 
Houj’ut dciah was required by Amiftto go and give battle to his son, for that is. 
ossuftd. the 1 elation, in winch historians, and particularly Ebcn hlaradan, and, 
Mahommed ben Jerreir the Tebnan, have represented Kenaunah to have 
stood with this Wauweiah, although, according to others, be is called the 
son ot Besher. ISIauweiah proceeded however to meet the division under 
Kenaunah, whom he defeated and killed with his own hand in the course 


of the action, telling him that his guilty share in the murder of. Olhmaq 
had armed the father’s hand against his offspring ;.otber\vjse his life would' 
have been spared.. The defeat of. this commander was followed by the 
immediate and entire dispersion, of all who served about the person 
of Mahommed ben Abh Bunker, who was himself compelled to abscond, 
but being soon afterwards discovered among some ruined buildings, w'here 
he had conceal.ed himself, be- was dragged from thence and put to a miserar.- 
ble death by the son of Khodeiah ; who exercised Jus vengeance on sereral, 
of bis defenceless and innocent offspring, by sewing them up in .the bellies 
of horses or asses, or of some other quadruped,, in which tliey were cruelly- 
scorched to death. Am>*6 then entered Cairo, and took, possession of the 
government of Egypt without further opposition,. 

We are at the same time given to understand, that on the earliest inteL 
ligence of the approach of AmrC\, the unfortunate son of Abb Bukkerhadi 
dispatched to solicit aid frorajhe Khalif, but that no intreaties of thelatterr 
were sufficient to prevail upon the men of Khfah to enable him to-comply 
with the request. On which Ally is said to have implored.heaven to place 
this refractory colony under the authority of some man, from whom they 
might experience neither compassion nor merc}^ : according to others, he 


bitterly exclaimed, “ i\Iay God consign them to tjie power of some slave 
“ whose morose and unpitying disposition shall avenge my. wrongs.”" 
The prayer of Alhq continues our author, was.not unheeded , for on that' 


very night, according to the majority of historians, w'as born the sangui" 
nary Hejaujeben.Y^issufjhe Thakefite,. equally celebrated by theappella.- 
tion.of the tyrant Hejauje, from whom the citizens of Kufah w'ere destined 
to.endure all those miseries which, by a just retribution, were afterwards- 
inflicted upon them. Others, however, less disposed to credit the 
iDir^ionlous efficacy, of Ally's prayers, contend that the^irth of. the cruel- 
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his part, to discharge himself of the terms which she should propose os tlia 
price of her hand ,• these she stipulated to be three thousand dirhems, 
a male and female slave, and the head of Ally the son of Abatauleb! 
With respect to the latter article, Eben Muljum avowed, that it was ex- 
pressly the object which had brought him to Khfah ; the others were of 
course acceded to with little hesitation. The lady next prevailed upon 
Werdan, a person 'of her own tribe, to be his accomplice, together with 
5hauib the son of Boheirah, who was persuaded to join in the coii'ipiraci, 
either by the 'seductive arts of Kettaumah, or the wicked suggestions of 
Abdurraihman ; whoj with his two associates, now impatiently expected 
the arrival of the seventeenth of Ramzaun, the evening of w'hich had been 
fixed upon for the perpetration of their nefarious design. 

Repairing to Damascus, the second assassin, Barek the son of Abdullah 
"had an opportunity of carrying his design into execution , and succeeded in 
inflicting- a dangerous wound on the person of Mauweiah, while engaged in 
the performance of divine service in the pnncipal mosque of that cit). 
But being immediately seized, he endeavoured to assuage the fury of the 
usurper, by announcing that he had a circumstance to communicate, from 
which he could promise him the highest possible gratification , and being 
directed to explain himself, proceeded to allege that on this same evening 
his associate Abdun'aihinan had by that hour cut off his odious rnal at 
Kfifah. To this Mauweiah replied, that, as in his own case, the design niigld 
nevertheless have miscarried ,and immediately commanding his feet to be 
cut off, and his tongue to be taken out, the assassin was iii this state 
dragged fiom his presence, and exposed to perish by the most miserable 
and Ignominious death. The wound w'hich Mauweiah received on tlii' 
occasion, is descrrbed'to have been either on the loins, or some of the part'’ 
adjoining ; and the most-eminent medical skill was immediately summon'd 
to undertake his cure. He was given to understand, that to ensnre In’ 
recoverjs he had the choice of tw'o remedies : he must eitiicr submit to tie- 
actual cautery, or take a draught, or mixture, after which he must ii"t 
expect to be the parent of another child. Mau\\ei<ih rcimirkerl, tb‘| 
he w’as already satisfied with the number ot his offsj)rn)g , on thi'> b'a 
he therefore declared himself perfectly indifferent, swallowed the diaii.dit> 
and uas soon afterwards restored to hea’t'i I est liouevtr bo im.br 
again exposed to similar attempts, he caused a certain part of the mo^ J 
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irp’jauje dill not txike- place until the forty second of tlic Hidjera ; and that A.H.XXXV liT. 
tile loss of Eg} pt, and the death of Mahommed the son of Abu Bukker, A. D. 659. 
occurred so far back as the year thirty-seven. Be that however as it may, Rouzut 
thcllnto^\xard events in Egypt occasioned m the mind of Ally the greatest 
anxiet} and distress, which he hastened to communicate to his kinsman 
Abdullah Abbas, at this period emploved in Ins government of Bassorah. 

The latter committing Ins-charge to the care of Ins deputy, Zeiaud the son 
ofOmmejah, immediately repaired to Khfah, privately resolved not to 
Keparate from the person of the Khalif any more 

The government of Ally must, as the author confesses, have sustained a. 
severe shock by the death of the son of Abu Bukker, and the consequent 
establishment in Egypt of the authority of Aniru. In the mean time, 

Mauweiah actively awake to derive every advantage of circumstances, sent. 

Abdullah ben Khozzermy to reduce Bassorah, which this officer appears to 
have eftected without difficulty, Zeiaud the lieutenant of AbduIlaluAbbas, 
absconding on Ins approach. Ayun the son of Mujaushia, at first 
employed by Ally to restore Ins authority, and expel the son ofJChozzermy 
from this important station, was killed, and Ins troops defeated m the 
attempt, but a second effort under Jauriah the son of Keddamah proved 
more successful Abdullah Khozzermy shut himself up m the palace of 
government, which being set fire toby the troops of Ally, he was there 
with all his followers burnt to death. 

In the thnty-ninth of the Hidjera, a division ortw'o thousand men under- 
Niauman the son of Besheir the ansaur, was detached by Mauweiah 

T1 01 I'ITTI, Ai 659. 

against Eyne US Shums „ one of the Ilehopohses of the ancients, and 
probably that w Inch, is said to have lam . oa the confines of Egypt and 
Arabia The station w'as at this period defended on the part of Ally by 
Malek the son of Ivaaub , but his-troops havmg,.for the greater part, fled 
on the very appearance of the eaemy, he was compelled to retire vvithm 
the walls cf the palace, from whence he dispatched a messenger to solicit 
the relief of Ins sovereign. But Ally having again applied m vain for the 
assistance of the men of Kfifali, and Malek_perceiving the arrival of rein- 
forcements delayed beyond his expectations,, he bravely les'olved. by a-, 
desperate effort to attempt his own deliverance. With one hundred men 
the w'hole that remained of his gairison, he sallied out and attacked the- 
troops of Niauman , with whom he maintained an unequal conflict uutrii 




^.tl.XXXTX. tlie hour of evening prayer, when AbdurraHiilian the soh of Mokntief 

horse, most seasonably appeared to his assistance ; and Niaumaa 
, Rouzut conceiving that this might be the prelude of more considerable reinforce- 

UBsuffa* mcnts, immediately gave up the contest and vvithdiew into Syria: thuf 

Unexpectedly relieving his antagonist from the pressure and mconveDiencks 
of a rigorous siege, 

Deteimined to assail his adversary from erery quarter, Mauweiah during 
the same year employed Soffeyan the son of Ow6f m the reduction of 
Haibet ; a city, here said, to he between Mnssfil and the Syrian territory, 
from V hence that chief proceeded tovvaids Amba, in Arabian liak ; which 
he also took and pillaged, after an action m which he had previously 
defeated and killed Ebeii Hussaun ul Bukkery, the governor on the part of 
Ally. These accumulating misfoi tunes seem to have aggravated the 
resentment, with which the Khalif vv^as already sufficiently impressed 
against the people of Kufah ; he quitted the city alone, without holding 
any communication with them, and took up his abode in the camp which 
was forming in the neighbourhood. ' Nevertheless he suffered’ himself to 
be prevailed upon to return the next day, by the principal inhabitaots, who 
represented these matters as not of such importance by any means, as to 
require his personal interference' and in compliance with their sugges- 
tions, he ordered Ee3fssthe son of Sand, wnth a competent force, to repel 
the invasion ofSoffeyaii. This commander proceeded in search of the 
enemy with all the diligence and celerity of which he was capable, and 
continued his march to the very confines of S3 ria. But as the invaders had 
possessed themselves of an immense boot3% the first object seems to have 
'been to convey it to a place ofsecunt3’' ; and their retreat was accordingly 
either so rapid or well timed, as to elude all pulsuit. 

In the course of the same year, a detachment of seventeen hundred 
■men, under Abdullah the son of Mfissaud ul Ferauzy, was emplo3'ed by 
TVIauweiah,in the direction ofTeima , a city or town which we are taught 
to look for on the skirts of thb desert adjoining to the frontiers of hyua* 
'His instructions were to levy upon the wandering Arabs of that desert, th^ 
sedkaut, or contribution originally prescribed by the law, for the relief 0 
'the poor, and the purposes of religion; to make war upon all « 0 
- resisted , and to extend his operations to the sacred cities of Mekkah an 
Medeinab. The son of Mfissaudah proceeded accordingly as far as Teiniay 
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A. IT. XL. Occflcd to inform him, tliat, bein^ not without very considerable apprehen- 

designs of his enemies, they had Jong since taken upon 
Kou7,ut themselves to protect him, thiough thenight, against the malignant attempts 
nssufJd, of treacliery and animosity. Ally requested to be further informed, 
wlicllicr their cares were directed to defend him from those calamities to 
which he might be exposed by the decrees of heaven, or againstthe efforts 
of human hostility, to uliich they replied, that as their energies did not 
extend to a contest witii celestial beings, they could not presume to protect 
him against the agency of heaven ; nevertheless, should, there exist among 
Ins adversaries any meditation of evil against his person, an interference on 
their part might pcradvenlure prove an obstacle to its execution; so far 
they therefore consideied themselves engaged to provide that from an inha- 
bitant of tins world at least, no injury should assail him. “And yet,” 
rejoined Ally, “ you should have recollected that the fate of the most 
“ oliscurc individual on tins earth is placed under the particular and immedi- 
*‘ate contioul of lica\cn.” An argument, says our author, of such irrefraga- 
bletruth, that the fneiids of the Khalif no longer thought it necessary to 
cliarge themselves V'ltli the care of his person during these his nocturnal 
vigils. About tins particular period, Ally is also said to relate, that the 
prophet having appeared to Inin in a dream or vision, he could not forbear 
complaining to him of the perverse and hostile conduct, which he had so 
fiequently experienced from those who professed a belief in his doctrines; 
and he was desired by the prophet to imprecate the justice of heaven against 
the offenders; on tins he prayed thatGod, in compensation oflns <5incerepiety) 
might soon exalt him to associate with a far better order of beings than those 
of whom he was compelled to complain; and that a far worse than himself 
might succeed to rule over them. The effect of which was too speedily 
manifested in his martyrdom, which took place shortly afterwards, and m 
the consequences which followed that event. It is further stated, that a 
short time previous to his assassination. Ally should have inquired of his 
sons Hussimand Husseyne, how many days had elapsed of the month of 
Ramzaun ; and being told “fifteen,"" should have reraaiked that he must 
yet continue their guest for five days longer. And we are lastly taught to 
believe, on the testimony of one of his female attendants, that on the pre- 
ceding Monday morning, while she poured water on his hands, f 
prophetically exclaimed, rubbing his beard, “ alas for these silver lair® 
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and had commenced his exactions among the wandering tribes, when A.H.XXXIX. 

intelligence of these further encroachments was conve^'ed to Ally. A A. D. 659. 

body ol tno thousand men nas immediately directed to march under the Rouzut 

orders of blosse^b ul Ferauzy, to give battle to this invader of the Khalifs tissuffa. 

rights. On Ins arrival at Teiina, Mosseyb attacked and defeated the Syrians 

with considerable slaughter, but suficred their chief, to whom he was 

nearly related, to escape into the town with most of his followers ; telling 

him, as he slightly struck him with his gauntlet, to hasten his flight, lest 

inexperience or folly might lead him to his own destruction. Mosseyb 

next invested the town, and having heaped a great number of faggots 

against the gates, he caused them to be sot on fire. Softened however by 

the cries and lamentations uttered by the besieged at the prospect of ine- 

Mtable destruction, Mosseyb directed the conflagration to be extinguished; 

while Abdullah, with his garrison, contrived, under cover of the night, to 

escape into Syria. 

Another course, b}' which iMauweiah contrived to embarras and distract 
the attention of his adversary, was to send a large force into the desert on 
the route of the pilgrimage, with instructions to destroy all the places 
erected for the accommodation of the Hadjies, to fill up the wells, and put 
the guards to death entrusted with the care of these stations. They were 
also directed to divert the pilgrims from proceeding to Mekkah, by expos- 
tulations on the absurdity of -visiting a place where there was no lono^er 
faith, nor a person to preside over the sacred ceremonies. Zohauk, the 
commander employed on his part to execute this service, conducted him- 
self with extreme rigour and cruelty , but was ultimately attacked and 
defeated by llidjer the son of Auddy, who had been detached with four 
thousand men by Ally to chastise the incursion. About this same period 
the rights of the Khelaufut were further invaded, on the pait of Mauweiali, 
b^'an attempt to introduce at Mekkah, an agent w'hom he proposed to 
conduct the pilgrims from Egypt, and the shores of Africa westward of 
that piovincc, dining the processions and other ceremonies of the visitation. 

But Kothem the son of Abbas, who held the government of Mekkah on 
the part of Ally, opposing the usufh‘^>^'on, the dispute would have termi- 
nated in immediate hostilities, had not the citizens interposed w'lth a 
declaration, that they should not be permitted to interrupt the period of 
the solemnities, by any act of blood; and to put an end to all controversy 
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” which by Friday eveniirg are destined to be crimsoned with the blood of 

their owner.” 

But, though many other circutiistances might b^ recorded, from which 
it would appear, that Ally was by some means or other aware of the 
spproaching crisis ; it will in this place, be sufficient further to state, that 
on the morning of that day, Friday the seventeenth ofRamzaun, on which 
he was destined to suffer by the hand of the assassin, he betrayed consi- 
derable agitation and anxiety of mind J ultimately recollecting however that 
there was no resource against death, no possibility of eluding the decrees 
of destiny, he prepared himself with becoming fortitude for that fatal separ- 
ation W'hich w'as about to tear him from from his friends 5 and in the evening 
proceeded towards his usual place of Worship. As he quitted his own 
dioor, a flock of poultry wdnch was at hand, raising a loud outcry at his 
appearance, one of the attendants attempted to beat them away With liis 
cudgel, but was desired by Ally not to molest them, since they were the 
mourners of his death. Just as he was entering the mosque, AFerdan, 
-one of the accomplices of Eben MAtjum» all of w'hom lay on the watch for 
this opportunity^ made a stroke at the person of the Khalif; but missing 
his aim,''bis scimitar tpok the side post of the entrance. Eben liluljura 
with more fatal precision, gave the devoted prince a cut on the head, 
exactly on the scar of a former w'ound, which in the action of Ekhraub, 
he had received from Amth the son of Abdoud. On feeling himself 
struck, some words dropped from Ally expressne of bis resignation 
to the \\ ill of him who is lord of the Kaaubah, and summoning reso- 
lution to meet bis fate. Being immediately surrounded by the people, 
to their inquiries as to the author of this sacrilegious assault upon his 
person, he replied, that God would soon overtake the miscreant. Werdan at 
flrst made good his retreat to his own house, but on di''coier\ of lits guilt. 
Was put to death by his relations. Shauib, the other .iccomplicc, fled from 
the scene of danger undei cover of the night, and entirely escaped. JJut 
Eben Miiljum being observed the next morning burning llirougli the 
streets ofKufah with the bloodstained scimitar in Ins liand, one of the 
tribe of Abed Keyss went up to him, and demanded w ho lie u as ; and 
having learnt his name, directly charged him with being the person who 
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on the subject, they resolved that Shiaubah the son of Othman should 
officiate as pontiff on that occasion. The occurrences of the year thirty- 
nine conclude with an -excursion -which Mauweiah, attended by the flower 
of the troops of Syria, made to Mosshl, on pretence of visiting the banks 
of the Tigris, a river which he professed never to have seen before , hut in 
reality to create an alarm at Khfah, that he v\as in person about to enter 
Arabian Irak, while his captains were employed in assailing the territones 
of Ally from other q Carters. After a few days recreation, he returned 
however to Damascus. 

In the commencement of the year forty, Besher the son of Ettaut was 
sent by Mauweiah, at the head of three thousand men^ to take possession 
of the two sacred cities of Melckah and Medeinab , and to proceed ulti- 
mately into Yemen, m order to summon the people of those different 
quarters to acknowledge the authority of his master. In pursuance of his 
instructions, the son of Ertaut came first before Medeinah, at this period 
under the government of Abb Ayub the ansatir ; who seems to have aban- 
doned his trust on the appearance of the invader. The latter accordingly 
entered the city without resistance, and repairing to the principal mosque, 
there took possession of the pulpit of the imaumut, from wlience, in pro- 
nouncing the Khotbah, he called by name for the slaves ofOthman, and 
sternly demanded how or where they had disposed of their lord. The 
■citizens of Medeinah, to whom the appellation was addressed, indicating 
by tears and lamentations, either their sorrow foi the past, or their appre- 
hensions for the future, Besheir again imperiously demanded, to what 
■cause he was to ascribe these expressions of sorrow, in the murderers of 
their sovereign , further solemnly assuring them, that if not forcibly 
restrained, fiom such a measure of retribution, by the absolute commands 
of Mauweiah, he would not, for his own part, have suffered a man of them 
to survive the revolution of that day. He gave them, at the same time to 
understand, that he amongst them who declined to pledge his immediate 
allegiance to the authority under which he served, must consider himself 
the accomplice of his own destruction. After vvhrch, descending from lb® 
tribunal, he required and received for MauWeiah the allegiance m general 
of the whole of the inhabitants. Of the principal citizens, however, Jauber 
the ansaur contrived for some time to secrete himself in different houses 
of the place, until one of those in which he had soughtconcealmentjbeinjf 
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had wounded, the sover^gn of the believers. The parpcide, %o,ugb the 
providence^ of God, involuntarily acknowledged, though he stroye to deny 
itj that he was the man: and other inhabitants being imr^ediately sum- 
moned to assist in apprehending the traitor, he was accordingly seized and 
conveyed to the presence of Ally ; who esxlain^ed the moment he saw him, 
ihat without a falsehood, this was the person from whom he had received 
his wound. The Khahf then addressed him, and demanded if he had not 
loaded him with benefits, and what motives could have induced faun 
to such an act of ungrateful perfidy ? Eben Mfiljum did not deny fais 
his obligations , but alleged, that for forty days he had been employed in 
whetting his sword, and had importuned heaven with his prayers to per- 
mit him, to make a sacrifice of that man, vyho was the most sinful of fais, 
nation. He was now consigned to the attendants with a charge, thatif the 


Khalifs wound proved mortal, he should be put to death without tortgre, 
Others further relate, that the assassin was consigned to the particular 
careoflmaum Hussun, with strict injunctions that he should not be 

doomed to sufler either hunger or thirst; and that if the Khalif should 
perish of his wound, the criminal should be executed by a single stroke; 
intimating that he might not suffer the aggravated punishment ofa'lingering 
death. Accordingly when Ally had breathed his last, the »en 

Muhutn was carried to a summary execution, in the manner which tod 
been enjoined ; though his detestable carcase was wrapped up m raM, 
and consumed to ashes by the afflicted friends of the departed “cf™. 

The historian of Damir, notwithstanding, relates that when the spi 
Ofllly haTmlten flight to the mansions of eternal bliss, his 

Abdullah the son of Jauffer commanded ^ 

should be first seared with a red hot wire, and bis hands and fe 

ill this the criminal endured without a murmur ; but when >t 

directed that his tongue should be cut “"j’ ^ ^ snr^ 

the loudest lamentations ; and the son of Jauffer exp g 

that after sustaining the former part of bis P™'"'””®” ^ f impatient^ 

Lucy, he should have exhibited such -;-;^'-^„Xtat h;s sorrows 

;jr:oro::r t 
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on discovery given up to plunder by the Syrian general,' he threw a, H XL. 
himself on the protection of Omm-e-Selmah, one of the prophet’s widows, A.D.660. 
by whom, though herself ardently attached to the cause of Ally, he was Rouzut 
advised to submit to the authority of his antagonist ; since, as she declared, ussufF^. 
ever}'^ circumstance seemed to indicate, but too clearly, that the sovereign 
power would ultimately rest in the person of Mauweiah. A piece of 
advice to which this person accordingly thought it expedient to conform. 

Besher, after establishing Abb Horreirah in the government of Medei- 
nah, now proceeded towards Mekkah, which was also abandoned on his 
approach by Kothem the sort of Abbas ; sucb, it cannot be disguised, 
being either the deplorable decay of energy, or want of resource, or disaf- 
fection, which, at this period, seem to have pervaded almost every quarter 
of Ally’s dominion , and which must have greatly hastened that ascendancy 
which his detested rival was ordained to acquire in the destiny of his 
country. Among those who thought fit to conceal themselves on the 
approach of the invader, although his services in promoting the views of 
the party might have been supposed sufficient to render his person invio- 
lable, was Abb Mussa the Aishaunte, who still resided at Mekkah ; his 
retreat was, however, soon discovered, and he was brought before Besher, 
who, peradventure, with good reason demanded, what had induced him to 
abscond. Abfl Mhssa alleging, that he had fled for life, Besher required 
him and all others to know, that the orders of Mauweiah extended to the 
allegiance, but not to the lives of the prophet’s friends Abu Mhssa accord- 
ingly submitted, and was allowed to return to his dwelling without further 
molestation. The authority of Mauweiah thus quietly established over 
the sanctuaries of his faith, Besher continued his march into Yemen , where 
from the character of the gallant Abdullah Abbas, to whom the government 
of that province had long since devolved, it might have been expected 
that he should have experienced some resistance The son of Abbas 
made houeverapiecipitate retreat, leaving the hazard of repellino- the 
invasion, to his lieutenant Abdullah Haurethy This latter on his arrival, ' 

Besher immediately put to death, together with all his children , and the 
two infant sons of Abdullah Abbas, Abdurraihman and Kothem, whom 
regardless of their innocence and tender years, the cruel invader inexorably 

2 Z 
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We dre lastly informed, that in the agonies of dissolution, Ally among a.H XL. 
other admonitions which he delivered to Imaum Htllssun, finally charged A. D. 66 i . 
him to beware of committing his remains to the earth in any spot that Rouzut 
should be known to the public ; since, including infidels and those of his ussuH^ 
own persuasion, against whom the cause of justice had unsheathed his 
sword, not less than ten thousand individuals had oh different occasions 
fallen by his hand : he therefore confessed his apprehensions, lest the 
vengeance of their survivors might lead them to violate the sanctuary of the 
dead, and expose his body to indignity ; though these apprehensions more 
particularly arose from the declared and inveterate hostility of the house 
of Ommeyah. And having thus absolved himself of every earthly concern, 
the last aweful moments of life were exclusively employed in the solemn 
repetition of his belief m the unity of God, and in the divine mission of his 
prophet ; which he continued to reiterate, until speech was finally arrested 
by the stroke of death. 

This event is generally understood to have taken place in the month of a. H. XL. 

Ramzaun, of the year forty ; although the day on which the noble minded 20th Ram- 

Ally actually expired, remains yet undetermined between the nineteenth, zmn, 

twentieth, and twenty-first of that month. In compliance with his dying 

111 1 1 I 1 r-r , /-r ° 26 th of Jan- 

instructions, his body was privately interred by bis sons Hussun and Hus- 

seyne, in a spot concealed from all but his own family The place of his 

sepulture continued unknown for near a century and a half afterwards, athbaur 

until It was accidentally discovered at Nudjef, in the neighbourhood of 

Kufali, on one of his hunting parties by the celebrated Harfinraschid.. 

He .died at the age of sixty-three, after a turbulent arid unsettled reign of 

four years and m nemonths. His virtues and extraordinary qualifications have 

been the subject of voluminous panegyric ; and his warlike exploits from 

his youth upwards ha\e been particularly celebrated in the Khavvernamah,^ 

a poem well known in the east, and which may, perhaps, contend m 

extravagance with the wildest effusions of European romance. With his 

acknowledged talents and magnanimity, it is however difficult to account 

for that tram of civil mischief and perpetual discontent, which continued' 

to disturb him through the whole of his reign. His gallant spirit was 

probably incapable of bending to the ordinary shifts of political craft ; and 

It IS perhaps true, that the Arabian chiefs weie not yet sufficiently disci- 

* This -work, tHusf rated mtmerms paintings,-is, or ought to be, in the East India Com- ' 
pany’s onental hbraiy. 
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j\.H. XL. destroyed. In the mean time, intelligence of the expedition against the 
A. sacred territory liad reached Ally; and a detachment of four thousand men 

Rouzut under Jauriah the son of Kedaumah, and Wauheb the son of Mussaoud 

UEsuffS, the Thaukefite, was immediately sent by that prince in pursuit of the 
enemy. As their progress lay through Nedjeraun, these chieftains in their 
turn embraced an opportunity of signalizing their vengeance against the 
party of Othman, great numbers of whom, assembled at that place, they 
put to the sword. Ihe}' then prosecuted their march towards Yemen, but 
the sanguinary Besher eluded their further vengeance by an early flight 
from the province. On this occasion we are told, that when the cruelty of 
Besher, wilh respect to the children of Abdullah Abbas, was reported to 
the Khalif, he testified the utmost grief and impatience ; and in the bitter- 
ness of sorrow, cursed the immolator, whom he besought the Almighty to 
deprive of Ills reason. The prayer of Ally was heard, at a subsequent 
period Besher was struck with insanity, and in one of the paroxj'sms of 
the malady, calling for his sword, his domestics gave him one of wood, and 
at the same time a skin distended with wind on which to exercise his fury; 
which he proceeded to do with such unremitting violence, that he 
expired under the exertion. 

The equanimity of Ally was n6vv perhaps considerably shaken by the 
misfortunes which assailed him on every side ; and by the leflection that in 
many instances they were to be ascribed to the factious spirit, and dubious 
fidelity which prevailed among his subjects. We accordingly find him 
about this period, exciting, by the severity of his measures, the discontent 
and displeasure of his warmest friends. Thus, when apprized that Ins 
kinsman Abdullah Abbas had appropriated, or perhaps embezzled part of 
the public treasure at Bassorah, of which place he retained the government^ 
he wrote to assure him, that if he had presumed in any instance to lay bis 
hands on that sacred deposit, beyond what was strictly ^Aarranted by the 
" law, he might expecttheutmostpunishment. His accounts were accordingly 
subjected to the severest scrutiny , by winch the son of Abbas considered 
himself so deeply mjqred, that he immediately relinquished all his eroplo}^ 
ments, and withdrew to Mekkah , desiring it to be understood that be ha^ 

■ never courted authority, much less was the government of Bassorah o 
such importance to him, that he should continue to hold it under sue 
circumstances of degradation-. It is however further stated, that whe 
Ally became sensible of the offence which/ he bad given by, deinan ag 
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Khohussu,. The name which tins venerated prince' originally received from hi, 

-a ibaur. mother Fautima the daughter of Assud son of Haushem, was Heyder very 

probably in honor of his grandsire, with whose name it is synommous’; that 
of Ally having been at a later period bestowed upon him by his couzin, the 
prophet of Arabia. History lias further canonized him with the titles of 
‘\V''assei, executor or heir to the prophet, and Mortezza, the chosen of God; 
and his more familiar or metaphorical appellations were Abfil Hussun^ 
parent of Hussun, and Abbthraub, or parent of dust ; this latter was also 
bestowed upon lura by the prophet on a very trivial occasion ; otherwise 
ho might perhaps have been supposed to acquire it by hrs humility; d, 
quality b}’- which he does not, however, appear to have been remarkably 
distinguished, At different periods of his life, we learn from the chronicle 
of Haffez Abrh, that he was successively married to nine wives. First, to 
Fautima the prophet’s favorite daughter, during whose life he married no 
other. By her he had three sons, Hussun, and Husseyne, of whom more 
hereafter, and Mohussen, who died in infancy. Second, Ommas Sonnein 
the daughter of Herraum, b}' ivhom he had four sons, Abdullah, and 
Abbas, and Othman, and Jauffer , each of these perished in the tragedy at 
Kerbela. Tliird, Essema the daughter of Ommeiss, by whom be bad two 
sons, Yaheia and Auwun. Fourth, Ommfe Xdabeibah the daughter of 
Rebbemh, by whom he had one son of the name of Omar. Fifth, 
Inraumah the daughter of Abiul Auss. Sixth, Khaulah the daughter of 
Jauffer ben Keyss, by whom he had one son, Mahommed the elder, better 
known by the name of Mahommed Haneifah ; although we were told on 
a former occasion, that this person was liis son, by a female captive sent 
him by Khaled after the victory of Yeraauma, Seventh, Hidja the daugh- 
ter of Amrul Keyss the Kblaubite. Fighth, Feyly the daughter of Mfis- 

^&o6d. Ninth, Ommas Sand the danghter of Oorwah. Of his two sons, 
Mahommed the second, affd Mahommed the younger, the mother is 
vncertain. Exclusive of those whom we have just enumerated, be a 
two more sons, and eighteen daughters, whose names it would he unneces- 
sary to detail. We may be allowed further to state, that of all ’ 

five only left posterity: namely Hussun, Hhsseyne, Mabomme an J 
fah, Abbas, and Omar, from whom may be derived the whole race 

geyeds. 
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CETAP. xr. 

A lthough the short hved period of the reign of Hussun, admitting 
that his authority were acknowledged beyond the limits of Khfah, 
was perhaps scarcely sufficient to announce his accession, m some 
remote parts of the empire, we find him, nevertheless, included by his- 
torians among: the legitimate Khalifs, the immediate successors of the 
prophet. It IS aheady known that he Avas the eldest son of Ally and Fau- 
tima. He was born at Medemah, in the third year of the Hidjera, was 
in his seventh year at the death of the prophet, and must accordingly have 
attained to the age of thirty-seven, when the premature dissolution of his 
father opened his way to the succession. At the expiration of two days 
from that event, he repaired to the principal mosque of Kfifah ; and having 
ascended the pulpit of the imaumut, from thence announced to the people 
the calamitous exit of their sovereign. With every demonstration of zeal 
and sincerity the whole assembly immediately proffered him their allegiance. 
But in setting the example to his fellow citizens on this occasion, Keyss 
the son of Sauid Ebbaudah, having pledged his submission with a sort of 
reserve to the doctrines of the Koran, the institutes' of the prophet, and tp 
the express obligation of making war against the infidels, or those who were 
in arms against his authority, Hussun could not forbear remarking, in a 
manner uhich sufficiently bespoke his disapprobation, that since war 
against the enemies ot their faith was already enjoined by the ordinances 
of the sacred code, and the precepts of God’s messenger, the present stipu- 
lation seemed entirely superfluous , from Avhich it required no extraordiv 
nary sagacity to discover that Hussun inherited, from nature, a disposition 
but little suited to the warlike spirit of the times. 

Mauweiah on the other hand, on intelligence of the assassination of his 
rival, immediately invaded Irak at the head of sixty thousand men ; while 
Hussun with an inferior force of forty thousand, hastened to oppose him. 
Uf these, on bis arrival m the neighbourhood of Medaein, he formed an 
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these venerated personages should quit this mortal existence by a natural 
death, they have, for the greater part, handed to posterity, that he was 
destroyed througli the contrivance of hlamoun the son of Harhn raschid, 
bv eating of some poisoned grapes , though others, of established veracitj^ 
conterid that he died, ^^lthoutany intervention of treachery, in the city of 
Tooce in Khorassaun, during the year two hundred and three.’^ He was 
buried at Miishhed, some miles to the northward of the last mentioned 
citv , and his sepulchre has since become the resort of pilgrims from all 
parts of Asia,' but more particularly in the latter ages, Irom among the 
enthusiasts of the sect of Ally. On this subject ue are informed, that 
vhen the golden Gumbuz, or mausoleum, at Mushhed, was erected to the 
memory ot AIK Ruzza, by Nadir Shah, the Wahauby Arabs sent a sarcastic 
message to that prince, stating, that the treasure A\hich he expended on so 
useless a fabric, would be much more meritoriously applied, if he bestowed 
It ^ here it would be products c of such superior advantage, upon them- 
selves. The eighth Imaum had fne sons, one of whom, Hus<?eyne, was 
buried at the city otKazvein. His appellation of Ruzza may perhaps be 
rendered the “ resighed,” but he is sometimes entitled Morlezza, “ the 
“ approved ” 

JSIohommed Tiilhij son of Alhj Ruzza, mnth Imaum . Imaum INIahom- 
medTukky was boni at ^Medemah, either m Rudjub or Ramzaun, of the 
hundredth and nmety-fifth of the Hidjerah , and is said to have been pos- 
sessed of such unrivalled endowments of person and mind, that the Khahf 
ul Mamoun won by his attractions, gave hitn his daughter Ommulfuzzul 
jn marriage. He died however at the premature age of twenty-five, in 
the latter part of Zilkaudah, of the year two hundred and tw enty,^ and was 
buried by the side of his grandfather Moossa ul Kauzem. He is sometimes 
denominated Abh Jauffei , but more generally Tukky, the pious. And he 
has been further designated by the titles of Jfiaud. the beneficent, Mrlned- 
jib, the hbeial, and Mortezza, the approved. He had two sons, Allv, who- 
succeeded to the Imaumut, and Moossa. On whatever grounds, the- 
Sheiahsalso hold that this Imaum was poisoned by order of the Khahf 
Mhtaussem. 

Alhj son of Mahommed Tukkij, tenth Imaum The birth of this still 
•venerated successor to the chair of the hierarchy, is said to have taken 
place at Medeinah, either in the two hundredth and tw'elfth oi fourteenth. 

* A.D. 815, •}• Naveinber, A>D, 835- 
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A D^n' of twelve thousand horse, which he consigned to the 

of theabovementioned Keyes the son ofSau,d. In the me n 

Kbolaassut- time, he had found an opportunity of discovering in the demeanor of some 

Ul-akhbaur. of his followers many symptoms which evinced a decided repugnance to 

the war, which he had been compelled to undertake in defence of his 
rights ; though possibly more in compliance with the suggestions of those 
who surrounded him, than with any stimulus of ambition which existed 
in his own mind. Influenced by these appearances, he publicly called 
upon them to rOcollect, that for kis own part, a spirit of revenge against 
any man should never find an asylum m his bosom ; and he thought he 
.could also perceive that his followers were animated by the same sentiment, 
since an unwillingness to proceed to hostilities, appeared to pervade all 
ranks among them. He assured them, at the same time, that he was not 
of a disposition to urge them to any measure against which they felt the 
-Slightest aversion. Certain of his army, among whom the factious spirit of 
the Khouauredje was still predominant, presumed on these expressions to 
raise a clamour, “that like his father, this man was also a kaulFer,” or trai- 
tor to -his own pnncijfiles ; and without further ceremony began a pillage 
of Hussun’s properly ; neither were they to be any longer restrained from 
offering violence to his person ; they tore his cloak from his shoulders, and 
he would probably have been exposed to more serious injury, if the tribes 
ofRebbeiah and Hamdan had not honorably interfered to rescue him. 
'through their assistance he escaped from further outrage, and made the 
best of his way towards Medaein. He was, notwithstanding, again 
attacked before he reached that city, and wounded in the thigh, by a certain 
Jerrauh the son of Kebeizah, of the tribe of Assud ; who was however 
immediately put to death by two followers, who scorned to separate from 
the person of the persecutedand unfoitunate Imaum. 

On his arrival m the white palace of Medaein, the danger from which 
he had so recently and narrowly escaped, and his solicitude for future 
personal security, appear to have divested Hussun of every remsinwg 
relish for the splendours of royalty ; and he accordingly transmitted win- 
out further delay to Mauweiah, a letter in which, on ceitain 
dfifered to resign the sovereign power inro his hands. A proposal, from v - 

as miuht be easily ,mag.ned,Mauwe,ah experienced the jj,’ 

and accordingly affixing his seal to a shectof blank paper, he dispatcbadH 
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A.H. XU, of the Hidjerah. Like his predecessors, what we have to relate of him 
also be comprehended in a very few words, /laving been conducted 
Tnrikh hy order of the Khalif Mhtewekkul toSermenrai, afterwards called Saum. 
Ca;;«iclah rah, about four and tu enty hours journey from Bagltdad, he there resided 
KholflUbsut period of his death ; which occurred in the year two hundred and 

'ul-xUibaL. duringthe reign of I\Ihattez, by whose instructions, according 

to the Sheiahs, lie also w as poisoned. He w as buried at Saumrah, and like 
Ill's father, obtained tlie title of fukkey, although be has been raionally 
further denominated I lad} , the instructor , Askery, the younger, to distin- 
guish hail from the former Iniaura of the same name, and Zekky, (lie 
continent; and lastly Abul Hussun, from his successor, iaciudmg uhom, 
he had lour sons, and one daughter. 

llits^uu ul Aihcitf^ 5o» of Alhj^ eleventh Imaiim. It is not decided 
whcllicr the eleventh Imauni w'as born at Medeinah, or at Saurarah, in the 
first nioiilh ofRebbeia of the year two hundred and thirtj-two. He hai 
been much celebrated for his extensive liberality and munificent disposi- 
tion, and IS said to have evinced, by numerous proofs, the possession of 
very extraordinary, if not miraculous powers. He died in the two huo- 
UL dred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah, f at Saumrah, where he was buried by 
AfKERv, the side of Ins father. According to the Tankh guzeidah, w'e are again 
informed, that the Siieiahs ascribe Ins death to poison, administered at the 
' instance of the Klialif Miatemmcd Billali. With thatof Askeiy, or perhap* 

more properly Asgheiy, the younger, to distinguish him from the second 
Imaum, he bears the appellations ofZekky, continent, Khauless, unsullied) 
and Serrauje, lanthorn. Also Abu Mahommed, from his only son th« 
succeeding Imaum. 

Abiilhausem Mahoimned ul bichedif son of Hussun^ hvelfh and last 
XfnauKS. This person, regarding wdiom the orientals still continue to 
entertain some extraordinary circumstances of superstitious belief, v^’a* 
born at Saumrah, in the middle of Shabaun, of the two hundred and lift)' 
Ul Mehk- fifth year of the Hidjerah. Among other things, it is stated that he ^ 
DY, into the world with his nav^el string ready shorn, and with certain c 
twelfth ters marked on the upper part of his right arm, bearing testimony to 
Jnjamn. ,nfaii,b,lity of truth, and the ultimate dispuision of error, like Jo n 

son of Zecharias, that in infancy he w^as endowed by Omnipotence ^ 
feupernatural wisdom, and like the blessed Jesus, that he was exa 

* A. D. 64«. t A. D. $74. 
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^0 Hussiin, by Abdullah the son of Auraer, formerly lieutenant of Basspraht a.H. XL. 
with a request that such conditions as he should be-disppsed to stipulate, A* D, 6^^ 
might be committed m writing to that paper. And the following terms l^olaiissut- 
were m consequence, on the receipt of the message, dictated, by t^e humbled iil-alihbajjr. 
prince to one of bis secretaries. 

“ These are the articles of a treaty of peace between Hussun the son of 
“ Ally, the son of Abitauleb, on the one part, and Mauweiah the son of 
“ Abi Soffeyan on the other. A^idelicil, Hussun resigns the sovereign 
“ authority to Mauweiah, on condition that the latter shall forbear to nom- 
“mate an}" person to be his successor ; but leave that matter to be deter- 
“ mined at his death by a committee of electors. That Mauweiah shall 
‘'conduct himself iMth kindness and liberality towards every one, and 
“ more particularly towards the Sheiahs, or adherents of the cause of Ally : 

“ that he shall entertain, neither publicly nor privately, any designs 
" hostile to the welfare of Hussun and Husseyne ; neither of whom shall 
“ be molested m word or deed, wherever they may chuse to fix their 
“ residence, by the officers of Mauweiah’s government. And lastly, that 
“ on the ratification of the present treaty, the name of the son of Abitauleb 
“ shall be no longer subject to the execration of the public orators.’* 

According toothers, it was further stipulated in the treaty, that Hussun 
should be responsible for thesum of five millions of dirhems,* at this period 
said to he in the treasury ofKhfah > and that in lieu thereof, the revenues 
of Dauruljuz and Pars, should be annually paid to his agents. To these 
stipulations Mauweiah is said to have subscribed, excepting to that only 
which relates to the maledictions bestowed on the memory of Ally ; and to 
which he w’ould no further assent, than that they should be forborne m 
the immediate presence of Hussun. 

On the conclusion of this treaty, w'hich is said to have taken place im 
the early part of the year forty-one, Mauweiah proceeded immediately to 
Kfifah ; where he recened from Hussun, and the Ulema, or sages of the 
Jaw of iSIahommed, their public pledges of allegiance ; though there exists 
considerable doubt whether this was a ceremony to which the younger 
brother, Imaum Husse}me, ever submitted Kejss the son ofSauid at first 
also refused to acknowdedge the authonty of Mauweiah, but was ultimatelv: 


♦ About 114,533/. 6j. Sc", 
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the Imaumut, while yet a child. Perhaps it was intended to carry the A.H.XL. 

Comparison slill further, and that like .lohn the Evangelist, as some of our A.D 6GI. 

SaMour's disciples were disposed to think, he was destined never to sec Tankh 

death. The Khalif.Miatcmnied ha\ing manifested some design against his guKcidah 

life, Mchcd\) made his cscajic into a ^nult, or subterraneous excavation at ^ 

Sauiiirah, and lotalh disappeared in the year two hundred and slxty-six.* 

, * ' ' : , wl-aJvhbaur. 

Regarding the descent and functions of this nnsierious personage, as 

announced hv Malionimcd, we arc referred to se\eml traditions and pro- 

ph ecies ; but as they were most prohahl\ all of them impudent fabrications, 

we do not find oursches dispo'=cd to repeat them. It is sufiicietil to nftticr 

that, accordmv; to the bheiahs, these prophecies appl) to Imnum Mahom- 

med the son of IIussuii til Askcr\, the subject of this ariiclc ; w'liom they 

either rcall\ are, or ailed to he, persuaded to he still living, and that he 

will, when the projicr period shall arri\(‘, again appear on earth : they 

have accordingl\ bestowed upon him the titles of lih'ljut, the testimony, 

Kacim,lhc eicct, Munte/ 7 i’r, the expected, and Sauiieb uzacnimaun, the 

unit ersal prince , or according to the general acceptation, he w ho is destined 

to the sovereign swa> of the age in which helixes The Sunmhs are how- 

ex er not xet agreed, on the other hand, whether the Mehedy, the universal 

prince, is to he understood of Imauni Mahonmied, or of some other person 

yet unborn of the race of I'auiima, who is to appear at the consummation 

of lime ; and the Issmailiaiis, again, belicxc, that the character of Mehedy 

aukher m zemmaun, or precursor of the con'summation of time, is to be 

sought for 111 Mahommed, the fourth son of Jaufler the sixth luiaum ; xvho 

xxill create a formidable rcxolutioii in the jces/., the regions of which will 

long continue m subjugation to him, and to his posterity. 

On tins subject we are further apprized, on the authority of the Rouzut 
ussufia, that the Imaumitos profess, that although he disappeared, Mahom- 
med the son of llussuii ul Abkery still continued to hold a mysterious 
commuiiicaiion with his adherents, through the interxTiition of certain per- 
son', '-lu cessivcly entrusted with Ins confidence, until the three hundred 
and twenty stx'li xear of the Hidjerah ; when one of the name of Ally ben 
Mdhumined, the last who enjoyed this trust, produced, a short time before •' 


* A. D. srg. 
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a' D^ i'’ “P”"’ ‘!’® taportunities of Hussun himsflf, to follow me 

5n~ ^J'sa'id f ‘f "flteyss. Mauteall 

Kho «.«ut- IS said to have observed to him on the occasion, that onemallv it hi 
u - aur. never been his wish to succeed to the sovereign authority, while Kevsi 
was alive ; to which the latter replied, that it as little accorded with hu 
Jmrpose to see Mauweiah seated on the throne tof the Khalife, and 
Still continue, for his part, to drag on the fetters of existence. 

After matters had been thus conducted to a crisis beyond all reasonable 
expectation of success, Amrh the governor of Egypt, who appears to have 
accompanied the person of his sovereign in the prosecution of the enter* 
prize, was not to be satisfied unless Hussun would put the seal to his 
degradation, by announcing from the pulpit of the imaumut, with hisoivn 
lips, that he had abdicated his authority ; supposing that under the distress 
and agitation of mind, which such a circumstance might natufaliy occa* 
aion, he would be unequal to the task of pronouncing the usual address to 
tlie supreme being; and thus aflfbrd to the whole world a conspicuous proof 
that he was, in evety respect, totally unqualified to discharge the functions 
of the Khelaufut. In this, however, he appears to have been in some 
measure disappointed ; for when^ m compliance with these suggestions, 
Mauwetah called upon the degraded Hussun to make that public renunci- 
ation, which was now thought necessary to complete the triumph of his 
adversary ; and that prince accordingly ascended the tribune^ in order 
to address the assembled people, his discourse was delivered with such 
propriety and eloquence, as to produce an impression widely different 
from that which his persecutors proposed ; and to evince at least, that, how* 
ever deficient in action, he was eminently endowed with the powers of 
speech. Having listened with considerable impatience to the reasons 
which Imaum Hussun proceeded to assign, for transferring the govern- 
ment to a person whom he did not, on this occasion, hesitate to pro 
nounce so little qualified for such a trust, Mauweiah suddenly interrupte 
him in his harangue ; and desired him to quit the tribune, and put au en 
to a discourse which had been already sufficiently explicit. 
he forbear to nourish long afterwards a considerable degree of ™ 
against Amrh, for advising him to a step which 
such mortifying reflections. Soon after this, 
finally separated ; the former returning to Damascus, now destin 
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li’iR n pnnrr, ?nifl Jo )inv*- Ijppi) written hy the inviViblo or concealed 

Im.nun, <li.ir4iiiL: lum to nfIjiP't all rr^ncpnis wjth (Ins world, for that, at 
tile ( vpiratiMn n| si\ 1 h‘ w,is to wliu li arcnrdmgly came to pass. 

Aiifl foWM tint {MTiMfl iIjp rDipniimiPnlifjns ahtne alluded to entirely 
r< .'-^pd, k.uiiifj' no further irnccb whatever ol the existence ot the twelfth 
IiiMUtn, 
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the seat oT imperial pnwer, and the latter proceeding toMedeinah ; where a.H. XLI. 
in humble obscurity he might perhaps hope to end his days in peace, the A. D 66i. 
history of human depravity haMng probably ttot yet instructed him in the Kholaussut- 
Aanity of such a hope in the bosom of an abdicated monarch. His precari- ul-akbbaur. 
ous authority appears to have expired in the first Rebbeia* of the year 
fort} -one , thus, according to the oriental ^\rlters, exactly fulfilling the 
prophecy ascribed to Mahommed in the traditions, that the Khelaufut 
should continue to the thirtieth year , which was the period that elapsed 
between the death of the prophet, and the event which we have just 
recorded. 

Hussun had, houever, been suffered to live without apparent molesta- 
tion for some years at Medeinah, u hen the impatience of Mauweiah to 
declare his son Ye^zeid successor to the empire, hastened the destiny of 
this unfortunate prince. For conceiving that his favorite object was not to 
be conveniently carried into execution, while Hussun survived to claim an - 
obser\ance of the faith of treaties, Mauweiah resolved to relieve himself 
from the embarrassment , and was perhaps not over scrupulous m his 
means. It is, however, moftifying to learn that an instrument to secure 
the accomplishment of his treacherous design against the , existence of his 
unsuspecting Mctim, was to be found in the very sanctuary of domestic 
peace , while it furnishes another deplorable example of that foul depravity 
by which a vicious and unprincipled female has been sometimes led to 
stigmatize the character of her sex. The person whom Mauiveiah selected, 
on this occasion, for the perpetration of his purpose was no other than the 
wife of the devoted Hussun, Jaidah the daughter of Aishauth the son of 
Keyss, whom he prevailed upon to undertake the destruction of her hus- 
band, by the promise of a sum of money, and of being united in marriage 
to his favorite Ye2zeid. The method Which she adopted for its accomplish* 
ment is not less remarkable than the consummate perfidy of the design. 

TVhile yet W’arra from her embraces, and with a napkin, which she had 
previously impregnated with poison for her purpose, she rubbed the person 
of her husband all over. The subtile preparation soon pervaded the frame 
of Hussun, and speedy and inevitable death w’as the consequence. It is, 
however, further stated on respectable authority, that five difierent attempts 

♦ July, A D 661 . 
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"jV /IfAUWETAIT, ^\ho «;ucrrr(led to the throne of the Khahfs in the 
Av^JL fortN -fir-^t j ear ol the liidieiali, on the ahdicaiion oflmauin Ihissun, 
as nlread\ related, is knoun to have l)cen the son of Abu Sone\nn, the son 
of Ul Hurroh, the son ofOninie^ah , which last was a brother of the Kha- 
lit Othinairs grandfather, and f<niiuler of the family of the Ominiadcs, of 
whom the prince who now demands our attention, was the first who 
acceded to SON croign powi r. U has been long since remarked, that Ins 
nwnher was Hindu the daughter of A tikkcbah, fore\cr stigmatized, l)ccansc 
in n transport of rcNcngc, slio is said to have de\nured the heart of Hamzah 
the son of Abdulmutlub, who fell in the battle ofOliud. Neither is it to' 
be forgotten that Mauwciah himself did not become a convert to the doc- 
trines of Mahommed, until resistance became hopeless, in the final 
snbinission of Mekkali to the anus of the successful innovator. Having, 
as weha\c seen, attained to the ‘'ummit of Ins ambition, through the pusil- 
lanimity or weakness of his opponent, he consigned the gu\ ernment of 
Kulali to Moghairah the son of .'shaubiah, w ith whose character the reader 
IS in some degree acquainted , and that of Hassorah for a few dnNS to 
Bcshir the son of Lriavit, and subsequently to Abdullah the son of Aumer 
Ghoreiz<ih. 

Having entertained, at tiie commencement of his career, considerable 
npprelicnsions of the designs and abilities ofZeiaud the son of Semmciab, 
occasionally also denominated Zeiaud the son ofObeiali,he early employed 
the intervention of Moghairah, the governor of Kufafi, to secure tfie obedi- 
ence of tfiat formidaI)le chieftain , of whose origin w e derive from historians 
the following information. Jlis mother, Semnieiah, was the slave of 
an Anbian peasant, wdiom her master, fijr tlie relief winch he had 
offered Imn under a fit of sickness, transferred to Haareth the son of 
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A. H. XLI. were successively made to takeoff Hussun by poison ithout effort b.if th^ 
his constitution yielded to the sixth. Her only compensation for’ the h-H 
Kholaussut- parricide, by which this wretched woman consented to consicn her name to 
ml-akhbaur, eternal infamy, was a sura of fifty thousand dirhems* uhicli Mamvonl, 
remitted for her use; but polluted with crimes so detestable, it was not 
perhaps thought prudent to give her a place m the bed ’of Yivyokh 
According to others, she did not escape that retributive justice, which is 
sometimes the portion of the wicked, even on this side the grave. 

Before he expired, the much injured Hussun had signified to his broths* 
a request that he might be buried by the side of the prophet, prouded iliis 
could be done without effusion of blood, otherwise that his body mnilit k 
consigned to the earth in the public burning ground of IMedeinah Thf' 
former request Husseyne was prevented from carrying into execution In 
Ayaishah and the party of Othman, who unaccountably opposed it. Ih^' 

. body of the deceased Imaum was therefore conveyed to the ordinarv comr- 

tery, where it was deposited in the earth, near the grave of his pnterinl 
grandmother. The death of this unfortunate prince took place m ihc 
month of Suffur of the year fifty,! and in the forty-eighth year oi lii> ng'. 
He was of all men the nearest in consanguinity to the Arabian legidntor, to 
whom he is also said to have borne in person a very striking rc'^cmMaiHV 
His familiar appellation was Abb Mahommed, and that which lie obtnim'd 
for the virtue by which he was peculiarly distinguished, was TikU, /c' 
pioiis. He IS lastly stated to have had in all fifteen sons and five dnuglit'T-, 
of whom tw^o only, Plussun and Zeyd, left any posterity. 

Although the regular course of the narration may he thus in sonic ro- 
pects anticipated, we are led, m conformity with the plan of miror/cmd. 
and in order as far as can at present be foreseen, to preclude the me. 
of future digression, in this place to introduce such circiimstnnrc. m rb 
^hort and meagre history of the succeeding Imaums, as w ill indeed be ainpl/ 
sufficient for the design of these pages. It must at the same tun i ' 
escape our reccllection, that on this venerated list, Ally liiiiisdt ‘'tain! 1 
first; the secondw^s, his son Hussun, whose story formed the sid-j 
the preceding article. 

* I,14C/. 0/. Oit. 
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tlio Tlnnknfito. She remninpd for a considerable time under the 
pr(Uectit)n of JJameih, .me) bore hjm nvosous Abft LuUerah and Nauffia, 
-whom, notuitlisiaiidmg he was never prevailed upon to acknowledge. 
Ulumalely disc.irded by hrm, she consented to take up her abode witha 
sl.ivc of the natnc ofObeid; and with this obscure person she continued to 
reside, when chance, or bis occupations, brought Abu 80% an to the 
town of r.iycf, where he lodged with a publican whose name was Abtl 
Ivlarciam, tlte father of Mary in oilier words. Idaving tasted freely of the 
juice of the grape, he called upon his host to procure him the society of 
§ome fair one to lieighten his enjoyment ; and the lady who was introduced 
to hull on the occasion, proved to be the same Semineiab who became soon 
aftcrwaids pregnant,, and the mother of Zeiaud. 

Tlic first years of discretion having been devoted by this child to the 
acquirement of every species of knowledge, he early attracted the attention 
of llic Khahf Omar; and having been in consequence employed by that 
pripcc on a mission of some importance, he acquitted himself on his return, 
with such singular address and eloquence, in the report which he delivered 
of his proceedings, as to command the applause of all who heard him. 
Among others the sagacious Amru did not hesitate to declare, that if this 
youth were hut born of the stock of the Koraish, he seemed possessed of 
sufficient abilities to rule the whole of the Arabian tribes with a motion of 
his rod. “By bun that created me,” said Abb Sotfeyan, “1 well know 
“ and am sufficiently acquainted with his father.^’ In short the talents of 
Zeiaud continued to be so highly appreciated, that when Ally succeeded 
to the Khelaufut, he was selected by that prince for the appointment of 
secretary and accountant to Abdullah Abbas in the government ofBassor- 
ah ; and* his fortunes proceeded in a tram so prosperous, that he was ulti- 
mately promoted to the lieutenancy of Parss, the fortresses of which e 
placed in so formidable a posture of defence, as, on the assassination 0 
Ally, to excite no small anxiety m the mind of Mauweiah ; against \vboni, 
he had hitherto uniformly displayed every proof of hostility. The jealousy 
•^yhich • he entertained of the designs of Zeiaud became therefore, wit 
Mauweiah, the subject of his earliest consultations with Mogbairah ; f 
whom he was however consoled with an assurance, that if he would con^ 
aent to forego his concern in the revenues of the province J* 
management, he would engage to moderate the hostile spint ofthe 0 j 
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Ilh^n/nc ihc son of AUij the ihiuJ Jmunm. This prince was horn at 
Muiciiiah in the l)L’yinnmg ol Sh.ib.iun, in the fourth ymr of the Hidjerah, 
ond It ib con'^ulered as a rcinark.ililc cimnnst.nu e, that his hirth slionlcl 
ha\c taken place u hen his mother had hern no more tlian^six months 
pregnant of him; of ^\lllcll, s^^ onr author, Ill^lo^\ aflords no other 
example, excepting m the insiance \)f Yalieia tlie son of '/a'kkarmh, or 
dolm the Baptist, who was born in similar einmmsianct s. Ho received 
his name from Mahommed himself, to w horn it is said, that w hilc vet an 
infant, the angel Gabriel fore told his martvrdcnn. At the death of the 
prophet he had t ompleted the sixth vear oj his age, and had attained to 
his tlnrtN -seventh vear .it the period of his father’s as-as'ination by the 
execrable Lbi n Muljiim He was, together with seventv -two persons of 
the prophet’s tamilv and his own, butcher(‘d on the plain of KerbCln, as 
i- sudieienilv notorious, on the it nth dav’^ of the month of Mohurrim, in 
the sixlv-fio-t Near of the i lulicrah,'’ and in pursuance of the instructions of 
the Khalif Yc7/eid , of w hom the immi diaie instruments were Obaidullah 
the son of Zcnuid, Omar the son of ifaud, ami ^hcmir or 'shammer the son of 
Ziljoushun lie fell at the aee of fiftv. seven v ears and five months, his 
familiar appellation was Aim Abdullah, and lie is occ a>>ionall) entitled 
Sevtd. the prince, and ^hehld iIk marivr, and it is m eomnu moratinn of 
the massacre and sullcrm"> of this thief and his hopeless companions at 
Ivt'iiicla, that the Sill lalis h.ive sot on foot those processions and pncjcanls 
aiiMia'lv exhibited on the first ten dav s of the month ot Alolnirrim. Imaum 
liiis^evne had f.jursoiis and two daughters. Of the former, Jaiifler died 
a natural dtaih wliile h's lather vvas^et livung Ally the elder and Abdul- 
lah shared his late at KtrbCla, and Ally the vountrer, entitled Zcjm-ulau- 
btdiiii, the suhjrit of the next article, succeeded to the hierarchy: from 
■whom are dcsci nded thei^eveds ot the race of llfis,e>iie. 

/llli; '•uj named Zcijn-idonbcileiii^ the ornament or glory of the 

servants of God, /o!o//f According to the statement of a work 
entitled the Bebbcia ulebraiir, we are told that Harreuh the son of dauber 
the Haneifite, while employed under the authority of the Kliahf Ally m 
the government of one of the eastern prov'inres of the empire, by some 
cieiuis or other got into his power two of the daughters ot the unfortunate 

• Ninth of October, A. D. 080. 
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oThis appfeliensions, and ultimately conduct him to his presence. To all A. H. XI, 
this ISIauwerah readily assenting, the attention of Moghairah was. accord- A. D. 66i. 
mgly directed, with some assiduity, to bring about the consummation' for Kholaussuti 
Which he had pledged himself ; and which after all does not appear to have ul-akhbauf. 
been attended with any extraordinary difficulty. 

In the course of the year fort^'-tWo, Hareth the son of Abdullah of the 
tribe of Ezd had succeeded to the government of Bassorah, in therooni’ of A.H.XLIF. 
Abdullah the former governor, whom either through caprice or' policy’’, ‘ * 
Mauweiah had thought it necessary to suspend , and about the same per- 
iod the sum of twenty thousand dirhems had prevailed upon Mosseklah the 
Sheibaunian to treat with Mauweiah, in behalf of Zeiaud, oh a proposal fo 
remit to the treasury of Damascus the annual sum of two millions of dir- 
hems from the revenues of Parss , of which province he announced himself 
in secure possession, provided the Khahf would subscribe to the truth of 
the report which was in general circulation , namely, that Zeiaud was one 
of the sons of Abh Soffeyan. To this, as it in some respects coincided 
with his immediate views, Mauweiah made no further objection than that 
some sort of evidence appeared requisite to support the allegation , and' 
the tcstimonj’ of Ab^ Mareiam being accordingly brought forward, Zeiaud 
was acknowledged in the face of the world to be his half brother, although 
it created considerable disgust among the most respeOtable classes of the 
community , by whom it was in general looked upon as a scandalous viola- 
tion of the precepts of the law, that such a spurious brood should be thus 
i-endered legitimate. This was however no obstacle to the advancement 
of Zeiaud, upon whom employments and honois were henceforward heaped 
in rapid succession ; and in the year forty-five we accordingly find huh 
called to the government ot Bassorah, in the room of Hareth the son of 
Abdullah, w ho had probably been removed to make way for him. 

On repairing to his new government in the last month of Rcbbeia of the A.H.XLV. 
year just mentioned, he commenced his administration by establishing a A.D.665. 
system of police and discipline so rigid and severe, that m the course of a 
very short time afterwards, not a single turbulent, or factious, or disorderly 
individual remained alive to disturb or molest the tranquillity of the peace- 
able inhabitants. Neither is this improbable, since one of his earliest 
regulations is stated to have enjoined, that after allowing a sufficient inter- 
val to pass from one end of the town to the other, no pereon whatever 
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inimediately dispatcheci fo ihe court ofhis soverehn. 

^ Of these, the name of one was SheherbauuS, who ivas bestowed on 

Khclaussut- HOsseyne; thatoftheotherwasKeyhau-bauuh, who was give,, in m.irriavrto 

«-akhbaur. Mahommed the son of Abd Bukker. Ot the forme, alliance the ofl^pr,,,? 

was Zeyn-iilaubedein, who accordingly claims descent from the ,noiiar.|a 
of the house of Sassan. He was bom at Medeinah in the tliirty-eigiiili 
year of the Htdjerah, and may therefore be calculated to have attained^ the 
twetity>third year of his age at the death of his father. According to -uir 
authorj the proofs which appeared of the exalted virtues, the transcendent 
claims of Zeynul-aubedeiD, would far surpass the finite powers of man, 
either to enumerate or comprehend ; one of these he has, however, ven- 
tured to place upon record. When Mahommed Haneifah contended with 
him for the sacred honors of the imaumut, and insisted that the arms of 
the prophet should be consigned to him, on the plea that lie was immedi- 
ately sprung from the loins of Ally, it was determined to refer their riaims 
Zeyn-ul- to the decision of the Hidjer ulassuad, or black stone, in the temple of 
AUBEDEiN, Mekkah i which is supposed to be one of the articles which our first parent 

fourth suffered to bnuff with him, on liis expulsion from paradise The tao 

Jmaum. , , ,,,, , ,, , 

competitors presented themselves accordingly before this celebrated monu- 
ment of antiquity ; and the son of Haneifah having first addressed Ins 
prayer that some testimony might be revealed in favor of his claim* 
without effect, Zeyn-ulaubedein next proceeded to invoke the sarred 
stone, by the truth of that being from whom it derived its miracninus pro- 
perties, to pronounce which of them, after Hfisseyne the son of Aliy, was 
Imaum ? The stone, was immediately perceived to be in motion, ami 
through the all-perfect might of the eternal unit}^ was heard to pronounce 
in vertf excellent Arabic, that of a truth, after TIusscync tbeson of Alb. 
the Imaumut justly devolved to Ally the son of Husseyne, whom it there- 
fore definitively declared the reigning Imaum. In consequence of uliirh 
miraculous demonstiation of divine will, Mahommed Haneif.di immediateb 
withdrew his claim, and recognized the authority of hisnepheu , nlmii he 

never afterwards disputed. ^ . 

The death of Zeyn-ulaubedein took place in the commencement o. 
ninety-fifth year of the Hidjerah ; or if the more precise statement o. 1 1 
Habeib usseyr is entitled to belief, on Saturday the scirnt i 
Zilhudje, of the year ninety-four he was buried near tlic grave o ^ 

uncle HussuD,m the fauiynng ground of Medemnh. ‘He has been 

first of September, A. D, 7\C* 
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filioiilt) nppeur in the stfopo after eveninq' prayers on min' of tfoaiH Ahj 
in order .o enforee tl.is regulation. pa.ro|es“ vote entpCditvl dt! 
Kholaussuu non to put to cloatli nil such as were found ni the streets or market places 
fd.akhbaur. after the hour appointed. On the first mglit those who suffered death in 
consequence of disobedience, aie said to have amounted to two hundred 
persons; on the second night the number was reduced to five or six ; 
and on the third not one was found to make an example of, for the trans- 
gression of tins severe and sanguinary law. At the further expiration of 
a few nights however, an unfortunate Aiab of the desert employed in 
tending Ins sheep to market, was apprehended by the patrole in the streets 
of Bassorah, and immediately conducted to the presence of the inexoralile 
Zeiaud, The latter demanding how% in violation of ins orders, he could 
presume to appear abroad at an hour which was unseasonable, the Arab 
replied, that being a stranger, he was entirely ignorant on the sultject, 
“Although I am disposed to think that thy statement is true,” said 
Zeiaud, “ the welfare of the community, nevertheless, demands that thou 
“ sliouldst die and the attendants w'ere accordingly directed to strike 
his head ofTon the spot. VYhen he conceived that full scope had been 
allowed for the operation of the law, it is further related, that Zeiaud 
caused it to be then promulgated, that no person should henceforward 
adopt the precaution to fasten his doors at night ; announcing at the same 
time, that he would himself be responsible for the smallest article that 
should be missing. And as he appears to have discovered the method of 
ensuiing prompt obedience to his orders, this was also scrupulously com- 
plied with, without producing any other inconvenience than that to which 
the inhabitants were exposed from the depredations of dogs and the wild 
beasts of the desert, which were now left at liberty to prowl without obsta- 
cle through the streets and houses. But it was found that no human 
creature, either bold or wicked enough to invade the property ofanodier, 
remained in the place. From these and other circumstances it may per- 
haps have been intended to exemplify, that Zeiaud ii-as a man of extraor- 
dinary talents and energy of mind. But what may probably 1;™ ‘tonm- 
huted no less to ensure perpetual respect to bis memory, was the disposi- 
tion which, in every stage of his power, he evinced to give employment 
and support to the companions of the prophet. 





Tiip on\v r\ont \\hirh, in thn conre <>f tlio 'cnr fnrtv-«=p' npp^nr^ to 
lia\e more particularly attracted tlio tu ticcof our al.irrcviati.r, is ilir death 
of Ahclurradiinan thc.Hm of the celehratrd Khaled, u hit h is stated to liacc 

taken place' al Harness or Ismesa, \\ here he had lotu^ ri sided lie had 
been prevtuusU directed hy M luweiah to remove to Tr/, rfun, and that 

prince IS now accused ol having suborned .ichre.lian of the name of l,bcn- 
athal, to poison him. Another instance of iedous\, or jiohcy, or murati- 
tude ascribed to Maiiwoiali, uas the u moval m ilie\.ar fort\-se\en of 
Abdullali the son ol his riicntl Aniru, from ibe uovernment oflvjvpt, to 
M-bieli he had sueceeded on the death ot his huhn , an e\ent \\liiih is 
elsewhere rceorded to ha\e taken place lu the close ot !lam/..'uu, of the 
forty-third sear of the I iuherah. 'I hat i u\ lahlc province u as now iraiis- 
fered to Manweiali the son of Khndemli, toimcrlv noticed tolnuc held so 
consnicuous a share ni wrestin'^ it fiom tlie authority ot Ally. 

Under the forty-eiuhih ot the llidierah weare relerred toan expedition 
emphwed h\ Manw-eiah, under the direction of Ankkehali the s-m of 
Aumer against some part of bnroiie, most ptohahly some of the Greci.in 
isluids , from winch tins m'ticral is rt'C orded to bare relnrm'd wnhont loss^ 
after commuting considerable lia\0( among the nntortmiate Franks 'I’l.c 
following j oar was also rendered memorable by the e\peduton conducted 
against the domnnons of the Greek emperor, b\ Ins son Ye^/eid, accom- 
panied, among other distinguished commanders, hy Abdullah Abbas, 
Abdmlah theson of Zohair, and Abo A\Clb the ansaur. The latter was 
killed tn one of the actions fought on this occasion, as it is said, under the 
gates of Constantinople , and his tomb, in the vicmily of that capital, is 
still shewn, and held m the highest \eneratton by the Turks and other 


orientals Yezzeid returned to Damascus, from this campaign, victorious, 
and loaded with booty. 

The government of Khfah was added to those alread}'^ under the aiitlior- 
ity of the much dreaded Zeiaud, on the death of Moghairah, which took 
place in the year fifty. And the same year has been assigned for the 
death of Sand the son of Ahi Wokauss, the conqueror of the Persian 
monarchy, ot Abvi Mfissa the Aishdurite,aiid of Aukkail the son of Abu- 
tauleb, the brother of Ally. 

Thefifty-first of the Hidjerab was fatal to one of Ally’s most faithful 
and UibUiiguished associates, HicJjer the son of Auddy , who wuh a cousi- 
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death by poison, at the age of sixty-five, to which none of this sacred lint 
of prelates besides himself, was ever suffered to attain. He has been 
called AbCi Abdullah from his younger son of that name, and Saudtk from 
his veracity. He M^as also buiied at Medeiiiah, near his predecessors 
There are those t^ho maintain that, some time previous to his death, he' 
had nominated his son Moossa to the Imauraiit, to the prejudice of the 
elder brother JssmauiJ ; whom he thought proper to disinherit, m conse- 
quence of his mtempeiate love of wme. Others, however, represent that 
Issmauil dying previous to his father, the succession devolved of course 
to Moossa, as the next in seniority. Hence arose the schism amono the 
advocates of the imaumut; the Issmau/ians, of whom a branch exists to 
tins day in the Bohrahs on the western side of India, assignmgto the per- 
son fiom whom they are so denominated, the se\euih place w the 
succession of Imaums, instead of Moossa. It is moreover the belief of the 
Issmauilians, that their Imaum was the last, and that the sacred office of 
course expiied with him; the dortiines of the seetaries.terminating indeed 
at length m the grossest impiety and atheism, as will be seen, savs our 
author, wdien we come, at a future period, to give an account of the noted 
Hussun Sabah and his disciples. 

Moossa ul Kauzem, son of Jauffer, seventh Impiim, It is generally 
understood that the birth of Imaum Moossa took place at Ebwa, a station 
between Mekkah and Medemah, m the month of Suffer, of the year 0“® 
hundred and twenty-eight. His mother appears to have been a native of 
Barbary, and vi^as called Hameidah. Having unfortunately excited the 
jealousy of the celebrated Harftn Raschid, he was sent for bv that prince, 
and imprisoned at Baghdad : where he is said to have bcf^n poisoned m 
the hundredth and eighty-third year oi the Hidjerah by Y^ahcia the son 
of Khaled Barmekky, one of the illustrious family of the BarinecitK 
According to others, his destroyer^ adopted the more baibarous method " 
pouring melted lead down his throat. He was buried at Kirkli, one oft ic 
suburbs of Baghdad, and from his extreme clemency and restraint ofanset, 
acquired the appellation of Kauzem, the forbearing. He uas also ca c 
Abhlbiauhira and Abul Hussun, and perished at the age of fifty ^ 

AU, son of Moossa ,.l Kaozom, e.gM hrnnn. f J 

Ally Ruzza stated to have taken place at Medemah, 
hundred and forty-eight j and as if historians were determined 

* A. D. 7M9- 
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A.H.LL derable part of his clientage, was cut off about this period on fU 

suggestion of Zciaud, whose influence was now become all prevalent with 
Kholauhsut- Mnuwcinh, ^ 


o^UUibnur. ^ The ambition of this chieftain, which was peradventure not inferior to 
his abilities, was however not to be satisfied with the government of Irak, 
which hod been now long since entirely under bis authority , and he is 
accordingly stated to have written to Mauweiah, a short time before his 
death, representing, that while the former province and its dependencies 
aflbrdcd some degree of employment for his left hand, bis right was still 
entirely unoccupied : the addition therefore of the government of Hejaiiz 
would do no more than supply the deiickncy. With this representation 
IMauwciali immediately concurred, and the necessary letters patent were 
accordingly dispatolied to put Zeiaud in possession of this important acqui- 
sition to an autliority already so formidable. In the mean time, the princi- 
pal inliabitants ofAlckkah becoming apprized of the measure in agitation, 
hastened to communicate to the pious Abdullah Omar their apprehensions 
of the evils with which their country was menaced from theausiere admin- 
istration of Zeiaud. The son of Omar, raising his hands towauls beavep, 
implored that the right hand of Zeiaud might no longer be m want nf 
employment. T he prayer of Abdullah appears to have been heard ; since 
wc are told that Zeiaud vvas immediately seized with a disorder in ms 
fingers, which shortly afterwards put a period to his existence. The 
<leath of this able and aspiring chief, took place in the month of Ramz^um 
of the yeai fifty-three, after having governed with unlimited sway and 
unrivalled reputation, not only the provinces of Irak both Persian and 
Arabian, but the extensive territory of Khorassaun to the banks of the 
Jiyhfin, or Oxus. and the remote boundaries of liindostaun ; an extent of 
dominion almost equal to the Persian monarchy m the zenith of its power. 

The government of Khorassaun was conferred in the couise of the 
following year upon Obaiduliah the son of Zeiaud; who appears to have 
succeeded to the confidence of Mauweiah, and to have inherited the 
talL-nis and niHexible disposition of his fatlier. On tak'ng possession of 
his governii eiit, lie c. mmenced a successful war against the lurks or 
Tai tars of I'ransoxiaiia ; and having conducted bis iionps across the Jei linn, 
is said lohave made himself master both of Sam.nkand and B.^liaoi. 
Keturniug to the court of Mauweiah m the year filty-five, he further 

* August, A» D. 673 k 
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detention of these two persons, Obaidullah, with his usual decision, took 
a very short course of suppressing the tumult, he caused l)oth his 
prisoners to be conducted to the roof of tlic palace, where their lieads 
were immediately struck off, and tlirown among the multitude; which, tlui-; 
scared like a- flock ot sheep, as immediately dispersed in ercry direction 
these circumstances taking place in the nionthofZilhudje*of the year sixt\ 
on the very day on which, little aware of the unexpected re\erse which 
had befallen his tnends nt Kufah, flhsse^ne, with tiie whole of Ins 
family, took his departure from Mekkah. 

Before he finally quitted Mekkah on »his occasion, Imaiim lliisscyne 
had however been again assailed on the part of those most sinccrclv 
devoted to liis interests with everj argument to dissuade him atrainst the 
inauspicious lomney , and against reposing any confidence in the profe.ssi- 
onsor-good faith of the men of kufah. While, on the other hand 
AbdulFah Zobair, who began about this period to unmask his views, was 
not the less anxious for his departure, in order that the city mi?lit thus he 
left more entirely at his Qwn disposal. But the fauhful Abdullah Abbas 
less corrupt in-his views, and more sincere in his attachment, urged his 
-nephew, with fiesh intreaties, to beware of quitting the sanctuary of the 
most high ; an appellation by which the city of Mekkah is not unfreonciulv 
.distinguished, to beware of trusting to the professions of a set of men 
whose conduct to his father and brother he could not surely have for-otten ■ 
.at least, if he was determined to proceed, not to take these defenccle<=s 
women and children with him. until he should have better ascertained 
iow affairs were s.tualed ir the people of Kufah were s.neerelv desirous 
of eviooius; their attachment to hts mlerests, they „ ould lou. smee l aTe 
given a proof of It by the expulsion ofYezaeid's lieutenaut, wL was st U 
a lou ed to retain h.s authority among them and for his own part h" 

t:;':rldTs::::Tr:^^ 

would not be suffered to survite his fatf ' 1 ,-:::;^,:;™^ 
urged hr Ins destiny, was not to be prevailed upon • and’ ^ 
quitted Mekkah with the whole of his Own family and iC ““"^dingly 
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strnn-. On this he pieced the chair reserved for Apisbah, and to whtcb 
It tie suspecting the snare, she was accordingly conducted on her arrival 
i lie result need, perhaps, be no further explained: the moment she 
c.itcd herself, she sunk into eternal night, being buried under the heap of 
stone and mortar, with which the mouth of the pit was immediately 
built over. Such atany rate, according to the authoi, was the fate of the 
daug-hterof Abfi liukker, the widow of Mahommed, and mother of the 
faithtui , who as she had occasionally rendered herself odious to all parties, 
appears to have thus ultfmately perished without the regret of any. 

In order to secure the concurrence of that prince m the eventual 
succession of his son, Mauweiah, in the course of the ^ear, consig-ned to 
Saueid one of the sons of the Khalif Otliman, the government of Khoras- 
snun, on the voluntary removal of Obaidullah Zeiaud, with whom the 
measure appears to have been preconcerted. Having taken possession of 
his province, and made the necessary arrangements for its interior securitv, 
Saucid engaged, during the period of two years in which it continued in 
his hands, in hostilities beyond the Oxus, against the people of Samarkand; 
in the course of which, Kothem the son of Abbas is particularly mentioned 
to have fallen a martyr to the cause of tiuth ; we should be disposed to call 
jt rather that of imposture and unprincipled usurpation 

In the fifty-seventh of the ILdjeiah, conceiving that the administration 
ofIMenvaun was obnoxious to the principal inhabitants ot Medeinah, and 
had perhaps been the means of rendering his favorite arrangement, with 
respect to Yezzeid, unwelcome to the personages already noticed, Man- 
weiah prevailed upon him to relinquish that government ; which he now 
transferred to his own nephew, Waleid the son of Auttebab. And the 
year following his attention seems to have been considerably occupied by 
an insurrection of the Khouauredje ; which was however suppressed after 
the continuance of six months, and the authors put to the sword. In con- 
sequence of this insurrection, which was probably ascribed to his manage- 
ment, Zohauk the son of Keyss was also displaced from the government 
ofMfah, which he had held ever since the death of Zeiaud; and which 
wa^ now consigned by Mauweiah to another nephew, Abdurrailiman the 
son of Abdullah the Thaukefite, by Ommae Hukkeim (he daughter 0 
Aba Soffeyan; But Abdurrailiman faii.i.g to grve 
turbulent and inconstant people, they complained against him to 
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Soon after he had entered on his journey he metwith a caravad, orcompany 
of merchants and travellers, which, with other property, was conductiii? 
some camel loads of the contributions levied for the public expenditure at 
Mekkah : these Husseyne thought it prudent to detain , alleginc^ that u 
was a necessity to which, although rrghtful Iraaum of the believers! he ^^as 
driven through the lawless usurpations of Yez^eid. Having, howe\er 
appropriated to his own use the specie which he found belonging to the 
public treasury, be caused every other description of property to be scru- 
pulously restored to the owners. About midway through the desert, he 
fell in With an Arabian poet of the name of Ferzouk, and Homaura the 
son of Ghaleb, both coming from Kufah, of whom he demanded what they 
had to communicate respecting his affairs at that place ; “the hearts of the 

people are with thee,” said the travellers, “ but we cannot pretend to 
*• know how God’s providence may further determine “ in that respect,’^ 
rejoined Husseyne, “ it required not your observation to apprize me, that 
“ the decrees of providence are not to be eluded.” They could not how- 
ever furnish him with any intelligence ofObaidullah Zeiaud’s proceedings; 
and he continued to make all the expedition in his power, in order to 
reach Kufah before Yezzeid should have received information of his design. 

On the other hand Obaidullah Zeiaud, not less vigilant than active to 
defeat his views, was now employed m transferring the different appoint- 
ments throughout Iiak into the hands of his own dependents ; after which 
be caused them to conduct then troops from all sides to the road leading 
towards Mekkah. Among others he sent for Omar the son of Sand, to 
whom he proposed the government of Rai, if he would undertake te seize 
the person of Husseyne. This was however an undertaking, of which he 
requested to be spared the execution ; but Obaidullah intimating that if he 
continued to entertain the same scruples, he roust retract the appointment 
which he had conveyed to him of the government of Rai, Omar desired 
that he would allow him the night to consider on tl>e subject. After w Inch, 
conceiving that it best suited his interests to engage even in the death of 
Husseyne, rather than relinquish an appointment which seemed to be t he 
aim of his ambition, he acceded to the proposals of Obaidullah ; and in t ic 
beginning of the month of Mohurnm,* of the year sixty-one, proceede c 
the head of four thousand men towards the Arabian desert. 

• TbimetJj of September, 
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uncle by nbom be was likewise removed, and Kiauman tbe son of Bcsbir 
the nnsiur. in the course of fifty-uine, appointed to succeed him. The 
motives, on which the gorernment of Khoia-saun had been bestowed on 
the son of Olhman, liaMUg long since ceased to exist, the succession being 
by this time sufficiently secured for Yczzeid, the possession of that 
important province was confirmed about this period to Abdurrailiuian the 
son of ZeiiUid 

The sixtieth year of the IIid]erah now arrived, in uliich Mauuciali uas 
confined to his bed by the disorder v tiich shortl\ sent him to his gnu e. 
Dunmi Ins illness, in the course of other admonitions, he is said to ha\c 
addressed lus successor in the f.tllouiiig terms. *‘lla\mg by c\ery 
‘‘human precaution secured an empire to tin hands, and lio\\ed the necks 
“ of the haughty chiefs of Arabia to thy authority, there '.\ ill remain u hen 
“ Lam departed but foui persons, from whom thou art likcl\ to experience 
“ opposition. These are Musse\ne the son of All\ , Ahdullali the son of 
“Omar; Abdurraihman the son of Abb Bukker, and Abdullah llie son of 
“Zobair. With respect to the former, though reserted in disposition, and 
“in understandii'gueak, jet it is probable that he will he urged to insur- 
“ rection by the importunities of the pei»ple of Irfik. Nexerlhelcss, it 
“ will behove thee to recollect, that he is the grandson of tlie prophet, that 
“we have bereaved him of an empire ; and that all we possess w. is once 
“his. Him, therefore, when thou art xnctonous, thou wilt treat with 
“ genernsiiy. Of the son of Omar, I can only say, that absorbed in de\o- 
“ non, and natur.ilh aierse to e\er\ measure of \iolence, the united 
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“of the world might perhaps pre\ail upon him to aspire to the empire. 
“ But as that is a ooncnnence never hkelj to exist, it should little excite 
"our apprehensions. With regard to tbe son of Abvi Bukker, it is 
“ sufficient to remaik, that he is a man without energj , and moreover, 
“so corrupted b\ his intercourse wuh women, tliar he cannot be the 
“ source of much anxiety. Ixeep Inm employed m his pleasures, and he 
“ will give thee but little trouble But with respect to the son of Zobair, 
“ cease not to pursue him until thou hast secured his allegiance • for while 
“he laNS Ins plans with the subnliy of the fox. he wilUssail ’thee with 
“the fierceness of the hon. whenever he sees his opportunity Him 
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A.H.LX “ ‘hei-cfnre, whether he resists, or whether he .i, 

•• thou w,„ cut to pteces whenever ,t Ts tl" p:!:’ 

Kholacsut- eluded by recommending to his particular favor the cities of Mekkih Th 
u -aUitaur Medeumh, in consideration of the services which, on a variety of occasions, 
Tarikh rendered to his father. According to others, these instructions 

Tebry. 'ytre not communicated at a personal interview, but imparted to Zohauk 
the son of Keyss, and Mossiem the son ot Aukkebah, two of iMauweiah’s 
confidential ministers, by whom they were subsequently conveyed to Yez- 
zeid, who was absent on a hunting party at the period ot his father’s 
death. 

However that may be, Mauweiah quitted this abode of clay for the 
mansions of eternal retribution, in the month of Rudjub* of the year sixty, 
and was buried at Damascus. From the period of the treaty with Imaura 
Ilussun, be reigned sole monarch of the dominions of Isslatn for nineteen 
years, but he had exercised sovereign authority over Syria nearly twenty 
yeais previous to that event. He was upwards of eighty at the period of 
his death. It is not denied that be possessed talents and accomplishments 
of a very superior order; otherwise it might be argued, that he would not 
have been so far distinguished by the prophet’s confidence, as to have 
been for some time employed as his almoner, and register of revelations. 
It has however been the lot of the historian to record many circumstances 
unfavorable to bis memory, although we find it mamtamed by some 
authorities, and particularly in the work of Hafez Abrfi, that there are many 
societies in Isslam, who do not scruple to assert, that m the war which he 
prosecuted against Ally, he was as much engaged m the cause of the true 
faitb, as if he had combated against its declared and most determined 
adversaries. An opinion than which, observes our author, without produc- 
ing a single argument in refutation, notliing can be more palpably 
erroneous or absurd. 

As a proof, perhaps, of the art with which he endeavoured to stimulate 
the passions and propensities of other men, to the advancement of his own 
interests, it is related of Mauweiah, that having, on some occasion or other, 
affected to assign to the lace of Hdshem the pre-eminence in martial virtue 
and to the house of Zobair in liberality, while he reserved to himself the 
applause in clemency and forbearance under injury; 
jieiadventure more, than any other, have had reason q 

• April f A. P* 680 * 
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A. tt LXI. » claims,” replied Husseyne, “ may I then..bespeak your assent m o„ r 

- *' •E'ther suffer me to return without molestation to MekliL''- 

TanUi or to retire to some other holy place, where J may devote myself to the 

Tchry. “ sources of religion ; or lastly to repair without iiiterrupiiou to tim presence 
“ ot i ezzcid.” ^ 


As these were proposals which Omar acknowledged to be reasonable 
he desired that HAsseyne would await the reply to a letter which he should 
.immediately dispatch to ObaidulJah Zemud ;Jt being a subject on whigh 
he could not undertake to determine without his instructions. He then 
encamped on the same spot, and wrote to Obaidiillah accordingly. The 
answer which soon-arrived from Obaidullah, stated however, thatHdsseyne 
must first repair to him, and that heshould be aftei wards conducted to the 
presence of Yezzeid. But Jlhsseyne continuing to urge that he might 
be permitted to proceed stiaight to the court of Yezzeid, at the same time 
that Obaidullah might employ any one he chose to conduct him, the latter 
adhered inflexibly to the resolution that Husseyne should in the 6rst 
instance come to him , and when the same pioposal urns by letter twice or 
thrice repeated in behalf of Husseyne, by Qinai, Obaidullah finally declared 
, that, It was in vain to impoitune him further on the subject ; lor that he 
should not accept of Husseyne’s allegiance until he pledged it in pirson 
iTvith his own hand. To this, jtjusseyne with equal obstinacy, refused 
to accede. 

A w.eek having been consumed in this fruitless discussion, Obaidullah 
Kiispatched a person to demand of Omar Saud, if he had empitfyed him 
merely to nConverse with Husseyne; if he attacked him without fuither 
delay, it was very well ; if not, he should find no difficulty in sending one 
who would be less scrupulous in the execution of his orders. By this 
message, it might have been expected that all further piocrastmation 
would have been put afi end to ; and the son of Saud mounting his horse 4 , 
accordingly disposed his troops for the attack : but he felt himself impelled 
once more to address the devoted Husseyne aloud in these words. 

“ Every eflfort in my power has been exerted to avoid the opprobrium, 
or imputation, of having dipped my hands in thy bfood ; I fmd that 
“ those exertions are in vain.” “Yet,” said msseyne, ‘ g ive me the 
respite of this day, suffer me to remain unmolested only till to 
And ip thiSj from whatever motive, Omar again indulged him. in 
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mntires, did not fall to ascribe these speciot.s expressions to what he con- a, H. LX. 
ceived to he their oe.nnne source. “The object of tlie sou of M>h 
“Sutre 3 an in tlxse ob^en aliens, ” said he, -‘it cannot be difficult to com- Khubus-sut- 
‘^prelunid. 13} such and similar encomiums he hopes tliat the I3eimi ul-nkiibaur 
“ llashem may be urged to de\ote thcmscUcs, without reflection, to ilie 
« contingencies ot the field of battle, until all shall be extirpated . that the 
“family ofZobair, by an indiscriminate liberality, may be at last reilured 
“ to depend for subcistance on lus bounty , and by propafratmg the 
“ belief of Ins own mild and clement disposition, to secure to himself the 
“regard and att.ichment o) mankind.” Maiiweiab is said to have finally 
acknowledged to bis ministers, moreover, before he expired, that there 


were to him three things the source of bitter regict. First, that he should 
ha^e suffered himself to be misled by the spirit of ambition, to deprne 
the sacred faiiiil} of the pinphet of their rights secondly, that be should 
ha%e suborned the wife of iraaum llussun, to poison her husband , and 
thirdly, that he should hare prematurely nominated Yezzeid to the 
jsuccession. 

By four wives he had three sons ; Abdnrraihman who died in infancy, 
Abdullah, who was an idiot, and \ezzeid who succeeded to the Khelau- 
fut ', and three daughters whose- names it would be superfluous to detail. 
And the officers employed in the different provinces of his government, at 
the period w’heu he ceased to reign, were the follow'ing. Niauman the 
son of* Beshir w'as governor of Khfah ; Ohaulullah the son of 
Zeiaud, of Bassorah , of Medeiiiali, Waleid the son of Autlebah the 
son of Abu Soffe} an. Of Mekkah, Omar the son of Saud son of U1 Auss, 
and nephew of Amru. And of the important province of Khorassaun, 
Abdurraihman the son of Zeiaud. Zohauk the son of Keyss w’as the 
captain of his guards, and a Greek of the name of Serjhn possessed the 
dignity of vezzeir, or minister of state. 


Yezzeid the son of iNlauw'eiah, second Khahf of the house of Ommeyab. Tarikff 
Having ascended the throne of the Khahfs immediately on the death of Ins Tebry. 

father, and secured from the Syrians their obedience, Yezzeid dispatched 
to announce these events to the denizens of the empire m general, and to 
require afresh their pledges of allegiance to his authority. In compliance ' 

with the d}mg instructions of Mauweiab, he continued in their respective 
go\ernments all who had been employed under the authority of that 
prince , and n became a subject of early deliberation m what manner he 



399 

mefin time, provoked by these repealed delays, Obaidullali Zciaud sent for 
Shemir or Simmer Ziliousheny ; and having told him that the son ofSaud 
seemed disposed to prevaricate with him, and that his heart appeared to be 
with llusseyne, he directed him to proceed immediately and deprive (hat 
chieftain of his command. “ Whether he has commenced hostilities, or 
“ whether not,” said he, “his command ahd his appointment arc thnic ; 
“go and bring me either Ilbsseyne, or his head.” About tlic hour of 
prayer, at three in the afternoon, of the day on \\hich Imauin Jlhsscyne 
had contrived to obtain a further delay of hoslihlies, this person arrived in 
the camp of Omar, and declared that it should not continue an hour 
longer. On v\ Il'ich Omar again led his troops to the presence of the 
unhappy prince, and aiiiiounced that Obaidullah had sent another person 
to command against him. llbsseyne urged, iioiw iihstandmg, that as the 
day was far advanced, and night approaching, the truce might still be 
allowed to continue to the following morning , and as he was supported m 
this by the intreaties ot the adverse troops, Shemir thought fit to comply. 

The night was in part employed by Husseyne in adjusting his arms, and 
otherwise preparing foi^the conflict m which he was about to be engaged 
after which he endeavoured to amuse himself by repeating aloud, either the 
compositions of his own genius, or of other Arabian poets. This bcinr- 
overheard by his son Ally, who lay ill ui a corner of the tent, the latter* 

began to weep aloud, and was immediately answ'ered by the women uho 

gave a loose to their sorrowsun the most bitter and heart rendin- lamcnta 
tions. HGsseyne intreated them to bear their ainictions ni sifence le'.t 
they might awaken the ridicule and triumph of Ins enemies. Then rais.nn 
his eyes to heaven, he briefly addressed himself m the follow, nc. pnver 

“Lord thou knovvest that the allegiance of these men ,3 pledged to me 
“and that thej have basely violated that allegiance . do thon “lender me 

“justice against them.” After which he called together Yhp f nT? 
adherents of his fortune, and having borne testimony Lt as L ns 
were concerned they had honorably acquitted themselves, he proeee led to 
acknou ledge that m the contest to which he had led tliem thev l 
opposed to a superiority -of numbers, on which he had never’ been^t T 
to calculate, lhat for his own part, having no further hone of I f j 
eafety, he freely absolved them from every obligation by which rl 
Have conceived themselves bound to share h,s fate , and accordmgiy^desiSl 
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should most prudently proceed, in order to obtain the submission of the 
tour personages so particularly described to him in thefarewel admonitions 
of hi9 father. He concluded however on writing to Wnleid the son of 
Autlebah, authorizing him, in his behalf, to demand the allegiance of those 
of them who resided at Medeinah. 

When the letters of Yezzeid reached the governor of Medeinah’ his 
first step ^^as to apply to Merwaiin, then on the spot, for Ins advice. 
him he was informed, that although the instructions which he had received 
from Mauweiah himself, with regard to these illustrious individuals, were in 
no way to disquiet or molest them ; nevertheless, he could not recommend 
to him to deviate or detract in any degree from the commands of him who 
was now his sovereign. In this Mew he should therefore ad\ise, that the 
four chiefs should be immediately summoned to his presence, and if they 
evinced the slightest disposition to delay their acknowledgements of his 
master’s authoi I ty, to beware of subscribing to any such delay, but to put 
them to death without further consideration. “Good God,” exclaiined 
Waleid, “ is then the child of Fantima the beloved daughter of the pro- 
“ phet, to be dispatched by a word ! or am I possessed of means compete nt 
“ to the destruction of such men as the sons of Abh Bukker, Omar, and 
“Zobair?” He sent however to lecjuire the presence of Imaum l us- 
seyne. The latter, aware of the pui pose for which he was sent, had the 
precaution to take with him a guard of fifty men, well armed, whom he 
directed to place theraselvc'' at the door of the apartment into wdneh be 
should be introduced ; to listen attentively to w'hat passed w'lthm , and 
if they perceived that matters w^ent amiss, to force the door, and aid him 
in the exertions wdiich might be found necessary to his rescue. Thus 
prepared, Hfisseyne appeared before the governor of Medejuah, who 
immediately communicated to him the dispatch which he had recened 
from Yezzeid. Hfisseyne remaiked, that as the letter related to the three 
other personages as well as himself, it seemed expedient that the vvliole 
should be sent for, in order that they might make theit submission at once 
on the same spot. To this Waliid assented, and Husseyne rose to go 
away; which being obseived by Merwaun who w^as still present, the 
latter called out to VValeid not to suffer him to depart, but to dispatch him 
immediately. Hfisseyiie however took his leave, assuring Merwaun. that 
neither he nor Waleidhad power to touch his life. And the same mg t. 
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““Pf- R'sp^cfable Imaum/'they observed rn reply, <‘on‘tha 
Terikh awe ul day of resurrection how shall we account toourGod, o;whal plea 
shall we urge to thy grandfather, if we surre.rder ids child, or to the r' a- 
“ gcance ot their crieuiies.” They therefore declared themselves uiinni. 
tnously resolved to sacrifice their lives at bia feet. He then prepared Ins 
littJe army in the best manner he was able to meet the impending conflicu 
The same night, hearing that Hflsseyne wa" surrounded* at Kerbeia, x 
faithful adherent of his fathers, of the name of Termauh, made his wn} to 
bis camp ; and proposed to him to effect his escape on the camel which* ha 
bad brought him for the purpose ; representing that ihe abode of his tribe, 


to which he should immediately conduct him, was perfectly inaccessible 
to the approach of the enemy. This Hfisseyne resolutely declined, declaring, 
that though it were possible to survive their loss, which he well knew from 
the state of his feelings to be totally out of the question, he would never 
expose his memory to the infamy of having basely fled, and abandoned his 
women and his family to the discretion of a merciless enemy. In which 
generous resolution, the friendly Arab, for the preset q,uitted him. 

In the mean time another messenger from Obaidullah Zeiaud had arrived 
• in the course of the night, with an admonition toOraartheson ofSaud; urg- 
ing him, if he felt a repugnance to attack the person ofHhsseyne by direct 
and open hostility, to take at least such steps as would deprive him of his 
communication with the river Euphrates , that be and bis people might 
perish of thirst. At all events, when Hfisseyne was killed, by what means 
it mattered not, he was directed to cause the body to be trampled under 
foot by his cavalry. In consequence of this message, a detachment of four 
hundred men, under the directions of Omar the son of Ui Hejauje, was 
immediately dispatched to the river side, to cut off from Hiisseyne and his 
followers all possible supply of water ; and thus exhaust them under an accu- 
mulation of distress. On his part, during a short interval of sleep, the prophet 
appeared to Hflsseyne in a dream, desiring him to be no longer afflicted , 
for that on the evening of tomorrow he should be with him in paradise. 
From which, having shortly afterwards awakened, he entirely divested 
himself of every remaining hope of life, and when the day broke le 
applied himself with becoming solemnity to perform the duties of tits 
religion. This was the morning of Friday the tenth of Mohumm. 
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accompanied by Abdullah Zobair made the best of his way to Mekkah, A. H. LX 

where he remained 'for some time in concealment. J — ; ; 

The inhabitants of Khfah, on intelligence that he was thus withdrawn to Tankh 
Mekkah, immediately assembled, and came to a resolution, that Husseyne Tebry. 
should be solicited to appear among them ; and messengers were accordingly 
dispatched’ to convey the letters, in which they unanimously invited him 
to a city which they called his own, and in which they declared every 
individual to be at his disposal. These letters being delivered to Hhsseyne, 
were by him communicated to his uncle Abdullah Abbas, who honestly 
cautioned bun to beware of the versatility and inconstancy of the people 
of Khfah, whose conduct towards his father it was impossible he should 
have forgotten. But as Husseyne seemed still disposed to comply with 
the mvitationv repeatedly alleging, as his inducement, the assurance which 
be had received, that not less than twelve thousand of the adherents of his 
family had already pledged their allegiance to him , the son of Abbas, 
having exhausted every other aigument against any kind of reliance on 
the professions of this inconsistent, if not treacherous people, suggested that, 
at least, if there was no other alternative, some oneshonld be deputed in the 
fust instance, in his name, in order to asceitain to what extent they were 

V 

engaged m favor of Ins rights when there would be still time enough to 
place his person- in their hands. To this Hhsseyne at' last assented , and 
Islu'sltm the son of Aukkail being the person chosen for the purpose, was 
directed to proceed immediately to Khfah, ihere to remain in private 
until he should ha\e made himself sufficiently acquainted with the num- 
ber and resources, and engaged the fidelity of the friends of bis cause ; of 
all which, he w'as to transmit the necessary infoimalion . when if it 
appeared advisable, Hdsseyne, at the proper period, would not fail to join 
him 

J^losslem proceeded accordingly to Kufah ; where, on the report of his 
arm ah and that he was to be shortly followed by Husseyne himself, being 
cncvdatcdthKwigh the town, the people flocked in great numbers’to th6 
envoN, and pledged their allegi.mce to the authority of his master. In 
consequence of w Inch having, as a proof of then sincerity, obtained written 
engagouiemsfiom the leading chiefs of such as had thus pledged them 
selves, Mosslem, w nhout loss of time, dispatched a messenger toHhssevne 
With the expected communications. And on his part, Hussevne bein<^ 
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Omar the son of Saud, who, notwithstanding what has been recently A II. LXr. 
stated, appears to have still retained at least the ostensible command, now D. obo. 
led his troops for the last time to the attack of IJiisseync ; and tlie latter, TanUi 
the extent of whose force required but little previousarr.mgcmcnt, quitting Icbry. 
bis horse, and mounting <i camel, on which he prcsentctl liim‘'clf to those who 
•vrere about to assail him, and addressed them in substance as follows. 

“ Men of Khfali although 1 am sufliciently convinced, that the words I 
“ am about to speak to you can otherwise avail me nothing, ne\crtliclcss, 

“ as they must equally serve as a testimony against yon, and as my own 
“ justification in the presence of that almighty being before u liom w c stand, 

“ 1 am determined to give them utterance. Ye cannot be miiorant that I 
“am the offspring of the e\cr blooming Fautinia the daughter of God’s 
“ messenger . that I am the son of your prophet’s fa\orite cou/m, the lier- 
“oic child of Abfitaulcb, the first who embraced the sacred doctrines of 
“Isslam; whom your legislator pronounced to be the avenue to that 
“ wisdom, of w’hich the city was in h.mself , and w horn he repeatedly 
“ declared to hold with him, in his sacred mission, the same relation that 
“ Aaron held with Moses. Ye also know that I am the nephew of the 
“immortal Jauffer, and that Hamzah the prince of martyrs was the uncle 


“ of my father. If ye arc sincere proselytes to the belief of the true God 
“ and to the doctrines of my grandfather, who was his messenger, be not 
“ blind to the example of which you may a\ail yoursehes m the veneration 
“ to which the memory of their saviour is consecrated by the followers of 
“ Jesus, and that of Moses by the Jews, as well as iii the honors intariably 
“ paid by the professors of every religion to its author. Men of Kufah ! 
“during my residence among you, neither in life or property have 1 ever 
“ injured any one , on what plea is it then that you have conceived it lawful 
“ to shed my blood ? While quietly seated at Medeinah by the tomb of 
“ my grandsire, 1 was not then suflfered to enjoy my humble retirement 
“ and when 1 removed to Mekkah, your solicitations, your niessen-erJ 
“ your letters, seduced me from the asylum m which I had secured mvLif 
All that now remains for me to say, ,s to address you ,n the same terms 
m which Moses addiessed the subjects of Pharaoon. If ye will , I t 
'• me go on, withdraw to one side, and suffer me to return to the sanctuary 
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-=r .rn., „ ... 

Ins nan, e, addressed to thoef the son ofKe^-ss, Saue.d the son of Am.ti 
and others of h,s father’s friends ; calling upon them, and all those who’ 
were disposed to support his claims, to repair immediately to Kfltai, to 
which place he announced his own speedy depaitme. A journey f ,r which 
in reality, he was making every preparation, the mhahitants having by 
this time, almost to a man, declared in his favor. " 

.In the mean time a person m the mteiests of Yezzeid, whose name was 
Abdullah ben Mosslem, liad called upon Niauman the g'overnor ofKfilah 
to acquaint him that the emissary of Imaum Hiissevne had been for two 


days concealed m the town , that the greater part of the inhabitants had 
already declared for him, and that that prince had been actually invited ta 
put himself at their head. He therefore urged that the son ofAukkail 
should be immediately seized and conveyed to Damascus. Niauman had 
however not yet lost his attachment to the memory of the prophet ; by 
which he was accordingly induced to declare that so long as Mosslem 
continued in concealmeut, he should not bring him into public; and 
that so long as the party should abstain from actual hostility against Ins 
government, he should not molest them. Quitting the presence of 
Niauman, Abdullah immediately wrote to apprize Yezzeid of these particu- 
lars ; and to urge the speedy appointment of some other commander to the 
government of Kufah, w'hich was otherw ise in imminent danger of falling 
into the hands of HAsseyne, hourly expected by the inhabitants. 

In the perplexity into which he was in some measure thrown by this 
intelligence, Yezzeid, after some deliberation, determined that this was a 
difficulty from which the talents and inflexible rigour of Obaidullah the 
son of Zeiaud, were alone competent to relieve him. To him, therefore, he 
immediately transmitted letters, authorizing him to assume the entire 
government of Irak and Kufah ; to which place he diiected him to proceed 
without delay, delegating the government of Bassorah to some person in 
whom he could confide under his own authority. On his arrival at Khfah 
he was enjoined to put to immediate death Mosslem the son of Aukkail, 
With all who appeared to have pledged themselves to support the claims 
of Hfisseyne , whom also, if he fell into his power, and delayed to give the 
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U LXI ‘‘of tl)c most liigh ; there to lay myself down until the cares of this world 

me ; in that which is to come ,t will appear, 
Tarikh “ wliethei the cause ofjustice be with you or me , and ^\ho are the oppres’ 

Ttbry. “ sors m tlic contest, into wliich I have been drawn 

aO this, receiving no reply, Husseyne again proceeded. “Heaven be 
“ praised,” said he, “ that God himself will bear witness against you , for 
'• my part 1 liave no alternative, and against me ye have no testimony to 
“allege.” lie then demanded of them individually, addressing each 
respectively by name, if they had not written to and invited him to 
Kulah ; if they liad not pledged then allegiance both to him personally and 
through his agents ; and was it then for the purpose of murdeiing him, that 
they had importuned him witli such invitations > They norv summoned 
MinicuMit ronruUMicc to declare, tliat they consideied themselves absolved 
from an allegiance, of which they had long since repented. On which 
Hu-^sesne finally concluded, by repeating his acknowledgments to heaven* 
that either to G<*(1 oi to his prophet, they had no plea to urge against 
him ; and ajipcalcd to that being, from whose justice alone, when earthly 
resources shall ha\e failed, the unfortunate are still permitted to hope for 
rc<lrcss. The camel, on which he rode, being now made to kneel on all 
fours, lie remounted Ins horse, and placing himself at the head of his fol- 
lowers expected his adveisanes to commence their attack. 

Accordingly a person of the name of Abdullah ben Omar advanced on 
the part of the enemy, and by Avay of defiance, desired to congratulate 
Husseyne on his early prospect of a place in everlasting fire. “ Let that 
“ day never come to pass,” said Hhsseyne, “ w'hen the man whose heart is 
“ with his God shall be condemned to such an apprehension.” Then address- 
ing himfeelf to heaven, he prayed that God would destroy this miscreant, 
Accoidingly as the man who had thus insulted him, was about to with- 
draw, the foot of his horse slipped into a hole in the earth, and the rider 
was thrown off ; but his foot remaining m the stirrup, and the horse taking 
frio^ht, in that situation bore him along until he expired. The next who 
accosted him, though in very diflferent terms, was Khhr or Khyr ben Yez** 
zeid, of the tribe of Temeim, the chief by whom be was first apprized of 
the approach of his enemies, and by -whose advice he withdrew from the 
high road. This person now respectfully saluting Husseyne by the name 
of, Bon of the messenger of God,” announced, that he ivas come to 
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- , • « 1 _ ,, Jo cut o(T. ond send liis bend A# H« 

Iderule w,th a sal, .tact, on winch he d,d not pre.cn,^ to d.ssinse; and he 
had Bheady disposed of every th.ng prepata'ory to Ins departure, after 
tteatn,/the goiernnient of Bassorah ,o Ins brother Otinnan, when he, 
verv°n,»hl before his intended .ionniey, information was comminncalcd to 
h„n that a messenger from linanm IhVscvne was at that moment n, the 
town concealed bt the inhalnlants , nith leticm, demanding the presence 
of Ins friends at Kufah, and that they only awaited the departure of 
Obaidnllah to make them public 'I'he same night Ohaidullah conlrivcil 
to secure the person ofSuliman the servant of Husseyne, and to cMort 
from him, under a severe flagellation, the names of all those to whom he 
had brought letters The day following, ha\ mg assembled the inhabitants, 
he announced to them that he w’as sufficiently apprized of the communi- 
cations which they had received from Hbsseyne, that the messenger was 
in his custodv, and had acknow ledged all that had passed. That they 
were no strangers to his unvarying rule , that his punishments were rather 
‘ sanguiuary; and that his presence was required at Kufah, tvhcrc he might 
6nd It necessary to put Mosslem the son of Aukkail to death, with all 
who had associated in his designs. “ Look well toyoursehes,” concluded 
Obaidulldh , then ordering the messenger of Imaum Hbsseyne to he 
hrpughi before bun, be, in their presence, cut him through the middle 
with his scimitar ; observing at the same time to the bystanders, that it 
would peradventure be found that it was equally in his power to treat 
the person w'Uo had sent him, in the same manner. 

After this example of summary justice, Obaidnllah, accompanied by a 
considerable body of troops proceeded towards Kufah ; but on reaching 
the city of Kadesiah, he left his troops at that place, and mounting a 
camel, attended by nomorethafi ten horsemen, late one evening arrived 
atKnfah. As he contrived to disguise his countenance under co\er of 
his turban, and the inhabitants had been in general taught to expect the 
arrival of Imaum Hhsseyne, it was not perhaps extraordinary that they 
Bhould mistake the one for the other. Accord naly when Obaidnllah 
approached and accosted the first group of citizens, whom he found seated 

SE 
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dombat in bi3 defence, and to Sacrifice his life at his fdfet. « Mayst thoU A. H. LXi 

«tasletheblessingsofraartyrdoin,»said Hhsseyne,“while I congratulated 
« on the endless 3 oys of paradise; \\hich will be thy reward, brave arid generous Tankh 

“ a. thou art, and as thy name imports ” Alluding to the benevolent Tebry. 

influence felt through natirre from the presence of the sun ; the latter 
being in Persian, Ik-hobr and K.hyr, and Khurshaid. 

Impatient of further delay, Ziljousheny began to expostulate with Omar 
Saud, and to urge him to an immediate commencement ot the attack , on 
which, fixing an arrow to his bow, and desiring him to bear witness that he 
was the first to set the example, Omar immediately discharged it towards 
the tollowers of Hfisseyne. As if this had dissolved the impression of 
awe, which had hitherto, like a spell, operated to prevent the Mosslems 
from assailing the person of their imaum, tvVo of the domestic slaves of 
Oba duUah Zeiaud now advanced and proposed the single combat. These 
were both killed by Habeib and Yezzeid, two of tne followers of Hfisseyne 
of that name , three more ot the troops of Omar Saud also sharing succes- 
siv' ly the same fate The heat of the day was now become excessive, and 
Hfisseyne and Ins followers began to sufier under the extremity of thirst. 

At this crisis, Omar the son of U1 Hejauje, whose station was on the 
right towards the Euphrates, suggesting lo Omar baud that, as the soldiers 
of Hfisseyne nere combating under the impulse of despair, they were not 
to be subdued, otherwise than by the united asaault of his whole force, it 
was immediately determined to close upon them and bring the contest to 
a speedy decision To render their means of resistance however still more 
feeble, Omar Saud caused Ins archers to advance and gall them with their 
arrows, until of HCisseyne’s little troop the greater part was wounded ; and 
in the charge which immediately followed on the part of the enemy, 
twenty of them were killed on the spot. Those who survived continued 
nevertlielcss, to maintain their ground with admirable constancy. Con- 
ceiving that It no longer became him to withhold his person from the 
conflu't, Husseyne now pushed forward to engage with hia assailants ; but 
biv faithful followers still interposed, declaring, that so long as any of them 
remained alive, the grandson of the prophet should not" be suffered to 
«Kpose himself to the swords of the enemy ; to which Husseyne, his eyes 
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successively lo encounter the enemy, each saluting Hhsseyj 
passed him, with “ peace be with thee thou son of the prophet ofGod, fiH 
“ thee well white Hiisseyne replied 


A. H. LXI. overflowing with tears, could only express his hope that they would dad 
A. 1)1.80 their renard m the approbation of Omnipotence. They then advanced 

as tliey 
le 

peace be with thee bra\ e associate, 
“ thou art going before, and I shall shortly follow.” And thus they con- 
tinued to do, until everyone that had accompanied liim to the field of 
Kerbela, was eiilier killed or wounded , himself, his brothers, bis children, 
and nephews, and the women of his family still remaining unhurt. 

In this extremity Hfisseyne as:ain essayed to oppose Ins person to the 
enemy, but was now as resolutely pievented by the members of his 
family ; who united m declaring, that so long as the} survived, they consi- 
dered his previous exposure of himself to the hazards of a personal conflict, 
as entailing eternal dislionor on themselves. After which Ins eldest son 
Ally nkbar, conceiving that as such he might aspire to the distinction of 
being the first of Ins family to laydown his life in defence of ins parent, 
presented himself to the weapons of the enemy ; and having announced 
aloud his name and descent, intrepidly rushed among them in ten differ- 
ent assaults, in which, animated by the presence of his father, he forced 
himself into the thickest of the enemy, he sacrificed to his vengeance, at 
each assault, either two or three of those who stood opposed to him, but 
being at last almost suffocated with heat and thirst, he implored Ins father’s 
pity, by complaining bitterly of the sufferings winch he w^as condemned to 
undergo. In this state, after assuring him that if he could relieve him at 
the price of his own existence, it would be a willing sacrifice, Ins father 
arose , and introducing Ins own tongue within the parched lips of his 
favorite child, thus endeavoured to alleviate Ins sufl^erings by the only 
means of which his enemies had not yet been able to deprive him. The 
gallant youth then rushed for the last time into the conflict , and being 
wounded from behind by one of the enemy, nhose name was Kerraii son 
of Saud, he fell, and was immediately surrounded and cut to pieces by 
these execrable betrayers of the family of their prophet. This was a spec- 
tacle which entirely overwhelmed the feelings of Hfisseyne; for the first 
time in his life he gave utterance to a transport of grief, winch he nolonger 
attempted to suppress : and the cry whtch he uttered, coming to the eare 
of the women, his sister Zeyneb rushed out of the , tents, and thro.tn^ 
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, 1 • -nflirr 11 iilianDV nephew, cflvc a loose tn a. H. 

herself on the mangled remains of her unhappy P , b ^ ^ ^ 

a ,t..mi,iir and sorrow. — . 


the m.'»i uoleni „ho ruaihd upon ihe swords of die 

”';l,tl7 otonhe;™.^ O, AuUad die apposu.o 

»s-ail,uilN''»s ' • f,n„,,mcofdiccnenn,aslieadvanccd, 

fi7!rd.7;7jV7h.l mdia'ppy vou h. forehead, and a. he liirncd 

^nir ,0 aMihdraw, another arron from .he same person transpierecd him 
from behind, passing cnllrel.v through inshodj. Jaunei the son of An - 
Vnl the uncle of him uho had just fallen, ts the neM enrolled among the 
marntsnfKerhela, Before he could close «ilh the assailants, he also 
perished hv an .rrrou, «h,d. pierced Ins abdomen. The “f 

Hftssevne tvere now reduced to his five brothers, Ahhns, Abdullah, 0th- 

tnan, ilahommed, and .faufler , his other brothers, Mahommed Ilaneifah, 

and Omar, being fortunately absent from this scene of blood , and Ins son the 
younger Ally « as confined to the tent by a fit of illness. At this moment 
his nephew, Kaussem the son of Mahommed, a child often jears old^ 
came out of the tents with a dra\\n sword in his hand , whom, on account 
of his tender years, Hhsseyne desiring to withdraw, the intrepid boy, with 
a resolution above his age, adjured his uncle by the truth of the prophet, 
to forbear to interrupt him ; and being suficred to proceed, he was shortly 
afterw-ards assailed by one of the enemy’s horsemen, who clo\e Ins head 
through the middle. The five brothers already mentioned, now rushing 
tot^ether to the unequal conflict, and being immediately surrounded, were 
soon dispatched to join their slaughtered relatives. 

The vengeance of the assailants became now concentrated towards a 
single object ; and an arrow’ having transfixed his horse, the unfortunate 
Hussej ne came to the ground, and w’as left, fainting with thirst and fatigue, 
to contend alone, and on foot against a temorseless multitude eager for his 
destruction. But the hour of prajer betwixt noon and sun set being 
arrived, the devoted Iraaum seating himself on the earth, addressed his 
thoughts to the performance of his religious duties. In this posture 
several of the enemy drew’ near, w ith the design of putting him to death ; 
hut impressed with a sentiment of awe by the appearance -which he exhi- 
bited, they successively retired ; declaring that they could not yet feel 
themselves reconciled to incur the guilt of his blood. Under these 
circumstances the ears of Hfisseyne w’ere suddenly assailed by the cries of 
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ul aubedein, the title by which wc ate to recognize Ally the 5'oungcr, the A.H.LXIt. 
son of Imaum Hvisseyne, was residing at Medcinah ; and received from the A. D. CBt. 
inhabitants a voluntary offer of the*,r allegiance, which he pruddntly Tankh 
declined , and imniediately withdrawing from the city, fixed his abode at a Tebry. 

place in the neighbourhood, called Serraia. 

Although considerably irritated by this revolt against his authority, Yez- 
zeid with a moderation, either real or affected, determined, before he pro- 
ceeded to extremities, to try the effect of lenient measures ; and for tins 
purpose he dispatched Niauinan the son of Bcshir the ansaur alone to 
Medemah, to endeavour to recal the citizens to their allegiance ; professing 
that he colild not yet reconcile himself to the idea of exposing them to 
the indiscriminate vengeance of an enraged soldiery, whom he might 
Otherwise be compelled to employ against them. He further instructed 
him, to acquaint Zeyne ul aubedeui that he was not ignorant of the proof 
which he had recently 'given of his prudent forbearance. The mission of 
Kiauman proved however unsuccessful, and Yczzeid was accordingly con- 
strained to use coercion. The person whom he selected to vindicate his 


insnlled authority, on this occasion, was Mnssellcm or Mosslem the son 
of Auttebah or Aukkebah ; a warrior experienced in many an arduous 
conflict, but at this tune far advanced in years, and labouring under indis- 
position. Him he d'rected to take ten thousand of his troopt, and proceed 
against Medemah ; but still preserving an appearance of moderation he 
chaiged him to the last, as he conducted him at the head of tlie troops to 
some distance from Damascus, not to proceed to hostilities until every len 
ifent measure had failed him ; and finally to behave towards Ally the son of 
msseyne with particular kindness and humanity. Having thus dispatched 
the son of Auttebah, Yezzeid, the same day, on returning to his pilace 

Abdullah Zobair, whose power at Mekkah was now becomin<T , 

ft™,dable But the zeal of Oba.dullah had by ,h,s „„,e been con;„Ie”b y 
d«,„,shed hj diaappoiutment. “ To what pass am 1 arrived,’' sa.d he ol 
h,s orcasron, - rhat after butchering the children of the prophet I shm.M 
be now called upon to assail the temple and sanctuary of God l” H 
then "loie to Yefzeid in reply, that at present he was grievously ,„d^s^ 
posed, hut that If. peradveatnre, he should recover, aud the enfe^prt 
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A. H.LXI Ills infant cliild Abdullah, at this period not more than twelve monthc 
at the breast of its nurse ; burning with a parent’s affection, he desired 
Tarikh that the helpless innocent might be brought to him. At the moment he 
Tobry. pressed It to hts bosom, and uas bathing it with his tears, a miscreant of 
ihi' tribe ofBenni AssinJ diseha'ged an arrou, uiiich entenna: the ear of 
the unconscious innocent, killed it in the arms of ns parent. Husseiiie 
rose, and having repeated the passing formula to the spirit of his slaiigh- 
tiM.il infant, imjdored ins creator to grant him patience under these bis 
nccuinulated alilictions. Almost exhausted by thirst and anguish of mind, 
he ^cemecl for a moment to have forgotten the horrors with uhith he uas 
surrounded, and directed his languid steps towards the river side; but his 
de-'ign being discovered the uniele' ting vigilance of Zdjousiieny, the 
latter loudh vocitereted, tint he sSiruld not be '^uSkred to drink , lest by 
as^ua"‘m^ the thnst which was otherwise hastening the period of his 
miseries, he might \et be able to prouacr his existence Hussevne had 
however alrcad\ thrown himself on bis breast o^e’' the stream of the 
Euphrates ; and was beginning to taste the luxury of the refreshing element, 
when an arrow pierced Ins mouth. Rejecting the now ensanguined 
draught, Hussejiiie indiguantly arose, and having exti acted the winged 
mischief, w'lthdrerv, and took his last stand, his mouth streaming with 
blood, at the entrance of the tents. 
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A.H LXrr should still be thought expedtent, he would 
A.D. 081. e.xecufion. 


then carry his orders into 
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In the mean time, Moseilem made his appearance before Medeinah- and 
having alloucd the inhabitants an lnter^al of three dajs to deliberate be 
sent at the expiration of that period, a person to treat with them They 
were ho^^ever unalterably determined on hostility,, and had already fixed 
upon a spot m the neighbouring Waiidy uljmn, or desert of the genii 
wliere tiny resolved to give him battle. Of this, intelJigenrewasconveyed 
to the S\ nan general, who accordingly prepared for the conflict. The 
garrison of hledeinah had been placed by Abdulleh eben Hentelah under 
the directions of Tazzel the son of Abbas, in heroic valour not to he sur- 
passed by any nian of the age. At the head of the troops thus entrusted 
to his discretion, this brave chief immediately fell with great impetuosity 
on the S3 nans ; and having thrown them into confusion, pursued them to 
the tents of their general, who appears to have been indebted for present 
safety to the fidelity of a slave; the faithful domestic having arrayed him- 
self in the hahil/ments of his lord, and in that guise presented himself to 
Fazzel, by wliom he was cut in two; immediately proclaiming to his fol- 
lowers, in terms of triumph, that he had killed the general of the enem}'. 
Ilecovering liow’ever from the surprise, and arming himself, Moseilem 
mounted his horse and hastened to undeceive him; announcing that be 
should find, perhaps to his cost, that he was still alive. Fazzei addressed 
himself upon this to make sure of his victim ; but received unexpectedly, 
from the sword of the aged veteran, so tremendous a stroke that he imme- 
diately fell dead from his horse. The Syrian troops became now the 
assailants in their turn, and repulsed the people of Medemah with great 
slaughter, to the w alls of the town. And the panic of defeat soon spread- 
ing through the city, Abdullah eben Hentelah rushed out of the gates on 
foot, in the hope of rail} mg the fugitives; wFile hlosellem directed Ins 
cavalry to dismount and combat also on foot, in order to be better prepared 
to take advantage of the confusion, A division of the men of Hemess or 
Eniesa, all archers, had placed themselves at the head of the assailants ; an 
each of the three sons of Abdullah eben Hentelah having been killed by 
their arrows, that chief declared his resolution not to outlive his children; 
and so rush.M? into the thitkest of the enemy, speedily secured an hot. - 
able termination to his sorrows. Moseilem and the troops of Datnascus 
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under v Inch he must be supposed to laboyr from the nppabing spectacle A.H LXt. 
of a slauqhlercd faimh , co\ercd with wounds, deprived of water for so 
-many d.n s, and assailwl by such muUitudiuous odds as w ell as by dustress Taukh 
find horror in every shape and form, he conceived it to be w ilhin the scope Tebrj. 
of human piowess, to exhibit such an example of courage and constancy, 
as the> must then acknowledge to have witnessed in the demeanor of this 
unfortunate prince For Hussey nc, though wounded in four and llurty 
places bv different weapons, though extremely weakened through loss of 
blood, and fainting with fatigue and an intolerable thirst, still opposed an 
invincible resistance to the assaults w Inch were directed against Ins jicrson 
fiom everji side. 

Reduced to this extremity he was at last approached bt Ziljoiishcny, 
accompanied hj six of his chosen followers; whose meditated attack 
Hussevne, w ith a courage yet unabated, advanced to rejiel. lint one of 
these, whose name was Zerraiah, drawing near to assail him, found a fatal 
opportunitv , and struck off one of his arms c!o;c to the shoulder. 11c now' 
fell , but, b\ a kind of convulsive effort, springing once more on his feet, 
he attempted to make at the soldier by whom he had been thus cruelly 
mutilated , he however again fell to the earth, and the soldier approaching 
from behind, thrust him thiough the back with a javelin, the point o 
which came out at his breast; and immediately withdrawing the fata, 
weapon, the soul of the lamented HCissejne fled through the orifice The 
execrated Zilousheuv then struck ofl' his head, leav mq: the body on the 
ground, which some of his murderers now proceeded to strip. Kevss the 
son of Aishauth took away his under garment , two other persons possessed 
themselves of his turban and draw'ers, and a miscreant of the name of 
Habeib ben Mozeyl carried off the sword of the martyred Imaum. Sheniir 
next entered the tents, which he gave up to the pillage of his barbarous 
followers, who stripped the women of their very head dresses and vveanD"" 
apparel Hearing the screams of these defenceless females, Omar baud 
hastened to the spot, just at the moment when Ziljousheny with his clrawa 
sword was approaching the bed of Aliy the son of Hussevne, then a 
child languishing under pam and illness, with the intention of putting 
him to death Omar seasonably demanded if he was not ashamed to be 
the butchei ot an innocent and defenceless infant. » general Obai- 
dullah Zeiaud’s orders” lephed Ziljousheny, « were, that nothing male of 



417 

toow entered the city, which immediately became, and continued for the space A.H tXlII. 
of three days ai’tervvards, tlie most horrible scene of pillage and slaughter. 

On the touiih day, Mosellem, fiom the tribunal of the Imaumut, announced TnnV.h 
that he had, for the present, suspended these dreadful outrages, in which six Tebry. 

thousandofiheprincipaIinhabitantsaresatdtohavcpcnshcd;butthatnlIsuch 

as declined to pledge their instant allegiance to his master, u ere still subject 
to execution. This was followed by the submission of the people in great 
numbeis? but many of the friends and companions of the prophet, had 
contrived to escape the slaughter, by fl>ing into the mountains. This 
sanguinary event appears to have takcji place in the year sixty-tlircc, 
though Medeinah threw off the authority of Yezzeid the year before. ^ 

And the day on which the city uas captured on this occasion is said to 
have been further remarkable for the birth of iMnhommed the son of Ally, 
son of Abdullah Abbas* the father of Abiil Abbas us SufT.ruh, and Abu 
Jauffer ul Munsfir, the two first Khahfsofthe house of Abbas. 

About the commencement ofthe jear sixtj’-four, Mosellem, who had A H LXIV. 
obtained the appellation of Muserruf, the lavisher of noble blood, from the 
carnage which he had promoted in the capture of jMcdeinah, received 
orders from Yezzeid to proceed next to the reduction of Mekkah ; uhere 
the power of Abdullah Zobair uas such as to have occasioned considerable 
alarm to his government. Though he still laboured under the effects of 
an indisposition which continued to gam ground upon him, Mosellem, 
leaving a deputy to provide for the security of Mcdeinah, conducted his 
troops towaids Mekkah. But on his arrival within three stages of that 
City, his constitution yielding to the violence of disease, he was constrained 
to resign the command, in conformity to the msti actions with which he 
had been originally furnished, to Husseyne the son ofTemeir, and expired 
the following day. In a short time afterwards, his successor, at the head 
of his troops, appeared before the gates of Mekkah , where the authority of 
Abdullah Zobair had been now long since permanently established, and 
where that prince had been joined by numbers of those who had esLped 
the slaughter at Medeinah. Disdaining to shut himself up withm the 
walls, and urging the expediency of harrassmgthe invaders with perpetual 
alarms, he led his army immediately to the attack of the enemy; but bis 
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A.H.LXl “ tile family should be left alive.” “The believers” rein;„..t n 

" have hitherto abstained from killing the lulant children evL of laMr* 
Tankh ‘‘ let this child,” added he, “ be carried to thy general, that he may decide' 
' upon his fate.” After .vhich, he, for the present, put a stop to tl.e 
further outrages of the plunderers, by turning them out ot the tents. The 
instructions ot Obaidullah Zemud were next announced by Ziljousheny, 
directing that the body of the slaughtered Iniaum should be trampled under 
foot by the cavalry. In concurrence with which the lifeless trunk of 
Tlhsseyne was accordingly rode over, and every bone broken, by twenty 
horsemen, the names of twoofwhom,lshauck thesonofHeyoutjandOje^ss 
tlie son of Yczzcid, have been recorded for the perpetual execration of pos- 
terity. The authors of the massacre now encamped for the night , the 
head of Husseyne being conveyed, m the mean time, by Omar Sand, 
together with a letter announcing this boasted victory, through the medi- 
um of a certain Khowdy* eben Yezzeid, to bis employer the sanguinary 
Obaidullah Zeiaud at Kufah. The day following, after causing the slam 
of his own party amounting to the number of eighty -two, to be buried, 
and leaving those of HAsseyne^s exposed toivild beasts, and birds of prey, 
Omar and his troops proceeded towards Kufah, accompanied by his 
wretched female captives throu n across the backs of camels ; and il is 
finally stated, that as the parricides were quitting the scene of slaughter, 
the voices of invisible beings were beard jn the air, bemoaning the hapless 
victims thus sacrificed at Kerbela to secure the power of Yezzeid. 

The mutilated corpse of Hussejme, and those of bis fobowers, bad con- 
tinued on the sands of Kerbela unbuned and exposed, for the space of 
three days, when the people of a neighbouring village, called Aazir or 
Aiauzir, situated on the bank of the Euphrates, and belonging to the tribe 
of Benni Assud, at last took courage ; and representing to each other, that 
they might incur the vengeance of heaven, if they suffered the bodies of 
their fellow creatures to be longer a prey to wolves and vultures, they vent 
together, and committed to the earth, on the spot where they found it. 
the headless corse of Husseyne ; burying that of bis son Ally at his feet. 
The bodies of the other slam, excepting that of Abbas the brother ot 
Hnssevne, which was buried where it was found on the road 
were Collected together and commuted to one grave, in that spo 

* Or KhoTvIa. 
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A'D'^?e7'?TT son of Zobair, having fallen early i„ the action which 

^ ^ took place on this occasion, the people of Mekkah were thrown into con 

fusion; and Abdullah, after sustaining considerable loss, was reluctanilv 
compelled to withdraw into'lhe city, which was then on all sides closelv 
invested by the Syrians. ^ 

The besiegers mow proceeded to plant their warlike machines in order 
to destroy the defences, and otherwise annoy the inhabitants of rbe town • 
not sparing even the sacred temple of the Kaaubah, ofwhidi several pillars 
were demolished by the stones which vvere diiven fiom a manjeueik, or 
catapulta, whicli played m that direction • and the infidel who directed 
the machine having caused naphtha to be discharged against the sacred 
edifice, the canopy, or silken, or linen veil, which covered the sanctuary, 
was set on fire, and consumed to ashes. This act of sacrilegious impiety 
was not iiowever suffered to escape without punishment. A violent gust 
of wind arose from one of the mountains the day following, and having 
enveloped the engine and all that surrounded it in flames, the whole of 
those who had been employed m working the ropes of it, to the number of 
twenty-five persons, were instantly burnt to death. And as if the maiiN 
festatlou of divine vengeance had not been thus rendered suflSciently 
conspicuous, the very same day on which the accident occurred before 
Mekkah, was signalized by the death of Yezzeid, Not a little terrified by 
an occurrence, which was calculated to operate so powerfully on supersti- 
tious minds, the Syrians withdrew from their works, declaring that they 
had not the audacity to offer any further injury to the temple of God , and 
from that moment discontinued hostilities; dispatching to acquaint Yezzeid 
with the state of things, and particularly with the aweful ci'rcumstance 
which had produced the destruction of their machines But when matters 
had remained in this situation for some days longer, a messenger from 
Abdullah Zk>baii came' to demand of the Syrian general, what object he 
proposed to himself in continuing the siege of Mekkah? sinceYezzeid 
was no longer alive, and the people of Damascus had acknowledged the 
authority of liis son Mauweiah. To this Hdsseyne replied, thatifthe 
intelligence which he had conveyed to him was true, the son of Yezzeid 
was not to him of .such importauce as to lequirc any consideration. 

Come with me,^’ said he, m the message which he addressed to Abclu 
Jnh Zobmrou the occasion, and we will put thee in possession o 
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*rhich bns since become sufficcnOy celebrated thrnuahout the cn.t, as 
containing the ashes of those, who, on this memorable occasion, fell at 

Kcrhela. 

The man who had underlahcn to convey to Ohauhillah Zciaud the head 
of the martyred Hhsseyne, and whose name has been since consigned to 
perpetual execration, did not fail to claim the highest reward that could 
be due for a piece of service so acceptable, as that whitli nc had performed 
in producing this ghafily testimony of the extinction of that person, on 
whom his followers have not hesitated to bestow the title of best of 
hu.iian bew:rs. The day after, Omar Sand, with the captives and other 
tiopliies c)f his victory, arrived at Kufih, conducting the whole to llic pre- 
sence of Obaidullah. Zcvneh the daughter of Ally, accompanied by 
laumua and the daughters of I lusscyne, had seated herself down m a 
comer of ihe audience chamber, surrounded by the other women and the 
surviving children of the prophet’s family, and early attracting the obser- 
vation of the governor of Kulah, he demanded who that woman was, whom 
her associates seemed to treat with such extraordmaiv distinction. Having 
discovered her qu.ility, he immediately turned towards, and accosted her 
in the following terms. “ Praised be that God who hns brought disgrace 
“and debtructum upon thee, and upon the adherents of ihmc house , who 
has stigmatized with the stamp of falsehood, the arrogant and impious 
“ pretensions to the prophecy and jinesthood, set up hy ihy father, and 
“ mother, and grandfather.” “ Rather praised be that God,” replied Zoy- 
neb nothing dismayed, “ who hath exalied my lineage to those glorious 
“ distinttions,and to the envied honors of the succession , that God w ho 
“ hath stigmatized our adversaries, with the polluted stamp of iniquity and 
“ profligacy ; who hath brought to light the depravity and base designs of 
“ those who set themselves against us, and who hath distinguished my 
“family by the choicest blessings of his gratuitous bounty.” Her 
subsequent replies were so little constrained by the embarrassment of her 
situation, that Obaidullah in the violence of his indignation, would have 
put her to immediate death, had he not been dissuaded from Ins purpose 
by Amru the son of Herreith ; who called upon him to rrflJci that she 
was a defenceless woman, whose accumulated distresses had totally 
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“ empire of the world ” AlnUillnh rofu'^mg however to truest lilt person A H LXIV. 
\Mthout the g.U»s of Mckk.ili, nncl llu^M'^no Temt'ir dc'.p.iiring of tlioce A 1). 
ndvantages from the propo*!.!!, w iih m hirh he hnJ proh.ihh flat tori d Imr.';' If, InnUi 
departed with the Iroop'^.on h,'i roliirn into hiitin, after havinc; Iain Ik fore 'icbr). 
the ‘^acred city, from the bcuninme: of the month of Snfler to the ( nd of the 
ki'it Uehhcia, of the \ ear ii\ty.foiir, 

'llic death of the Rhuhf Ycr/eul took place on the f<Mirieenih of the KJ e’n, <.,•;- 
former month of Ixehhoia,* of the Near si\t\ -four, at llou.irem, ntown ■> ar. 

some di-^tancc north east of Daniavi n^., at tlie ac' of thirty -nine, and .tfi* r 


a short and turbulent reieu (»f three mmis and eight or nine nK<nth<. He 
rcceiNcd the familiar appellatne lA' Vbu Khali d. .uul tin ••ime per'^on tint 
ofliciatcd a*; \ 077 e 1 rlo his father, Serjoiin a (.imk, appi ars to have hi Id 
under him the ofiico ol secretary, lit* liad m all tliun i n som, whose 
names are guon at loiigih, bill on this sublet i the roinp.h r of the 'I'ankh 
guzoidah has paused, to awaken in the mind of his nadir the following 
reflections lima\ nflord perhaps a stnkuii: example of that n irdmiion, 
which CNCli m this life is seme tiiiiis allotltd to the w irked, tint ot an 
off-princ *^0 numerous, soane a \estige or inenion fl has r, nnim d, in e\ mre 
to the world that such c\cr existed , Init eNen if the n iiin s of am ofiliein 
should chance lobe repealed, n is iieNcr without an attestation of sr.nn 

and execration while thousands of ilnmsaiids, on the otln r h uni ofilir 

race of UusscNnc, whoKfi one onU son, V.vyw ul iml.hedem, are I'xistnm 

at tins day. God AhinghlN ha\ iiig blessed the stork of the .^e\eds, untl 

extcrmuialcd that ot \c/veid, as an example to ninnkind that the end of 
cNilcan newer be prosperous. E\out 3 are in the bosom of luinrilv, and he 
alone w ho controuls can disclose the nature of them. AVe lia\e oni\ to 
pray that he will direct the instruments ol his power to the ri-hi road '.-md 
nit.xclusion to‘eNcr.> earthly consideration, implant in their bean's Uic 
loNe of virtue and true rohmon. 

O 


Mauwci.ui the second, the son of YezyenI, third Klinlif of tlic housi 
orOnMnev.ih. When \ ezzeid became, n, the hnienasc of the or.-in il 
einolled among the d.gnitaries of the tnlern.,1 reg,ons,'tl,; people of Da,n« 
cus proceeded ,n confornnly to the mil of the father, to pled-c'the, 
allegiance to iMantvemh , the best (|tiahr,cd lit Ins capacity, thougirnul Hi. 

* NoNcmbcr otli, A. D. 083. 
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im-. her p.,|p„oo, ,„d Pm,ced all other considerations. And he « 

•'W- f.nnlly compHIrd to conclude the oltercation, which he seems to have 
•Mipportcd with considerable disadiantiige, by declaring that the eloquence 
of tiu* father appeared to have descended to the daughter. 

In the mean time, Obaidullah was amusing himseif by beating the head 
of IfiLl>;scync, wincli lay before him, on the mouth, with a rod which he 
hold in his bnnd,nnd expressing his unmanly triumph by the most msulL 
ing millcry. After he bad thus indulged hitnself, he turned suddenly to 
ihe yonnger Ally, the son of llusseyne, observing, that he understood, 
God had slain his father. To which, the unhappy youth declining to reply, 
Obaidullah imperiously demanded whence it was that he spoke not, and 
roeeived the follouing answer. “ 1 once had an elder biother, but him 
‘•also the murderers have slam,” Which further awakening the rage of 
Obaiflullali, lie called out to the attendants to examine whether the slave 
yet c.xliibitod the proofs of manhood, that he might dispatch him : and he 
M'as proceeding to execute bis design, on their report in the affirmative,, 
wlicn be was interrupted by the cries and expostulations of Zeyneb and 
the other uomcn ; who implored him to spare the only representative of 
tlicir wretched race, and if he was not yet satisfied with blood, to direct 
Ins vcngciiiicc rather to themselves; since they bad no one left to whom he 
could be accountable. From tins last act of butchery, he was, by what- 
ever motive, at any rate withheld , though his brutality to these defenceless, 
captives was further exemplified in the orders which he now issued, that 
the women, in a state of entire nakedness, should be immediately con- 
ducted to Damascus. The head of Husseyne also, after it bad been 
sufficiently exposed through all the streets of Kufah, w'as transmitted to 
the same place, in charge of Raujez the son of Keyss, selected, for his 
singular eloquence, to announce to Ye 2 izeid on this occasion, the decisive 
triumph of Ins cause. 

While the now triumphant Yezzeid yet trembled, either with awe or 
lemorse, at the glowing recital delivered, of these sanguuiaiy proceedings, 
in his presence by Raujez, he could not however be withheld from bestow- 
iiigi like his representative at Kfifah, on the head of bis unfortunate rival. 

the same brutal indignity, by beating it on the lips and teeth with « 

whip , but being interrupted m his ferocious amusement by a <=ena.n Aba 
Berdah ul Esslauhy, who remonsttated against the indecency of offerms- 
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^.H.LXIV. elcl<’St by birth, of the sons of the deceased monarch. But at the expiration 
ot a few days, having assembled the people together at the principal mos- 
Xholaussat- ^js capital, Mauweiah unexpectedly addressed them to the foilowino' 

Vl-akhbaur. purport. “ Conscious of my inability to acquit myself of the arduous 
“ duties of the Khelaufut, it was ray first intention, after the example of 
“ Abfi Bukker when he appointed Omar, to designate some person to be 
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‘•your Khalif; but I sought in vain for such a man as Omar. My next 
“ design' was like the latter, to devolve the choice upon a conclave of 
“electors; but fiom this 1 was also dissuaded by the same mortifying 
“ reflection of the general incapacity of mankind. Now therefore, as you 
“ ought to.be the most competent judges in your own affairs, it rests with 
“ you to seat on the throne of the monarchy, that person whom, in your dis- 
“ cretion, you may think best qualified for the station.”' To this the 
Syrians replied, with much solicitude and earnestness, that they would 
most willingly submit to the authority of any one'he chose to nominate. 
On which, Mauvieiah demanded, in a tone of displeasure, with what 
species of justice they could require of liim to make himself responsible 
for the guilt, who bad never tasted the advantages of sovereign power.. 
He abdicated the government fiom that day, totally secluding himselffrom 
all intercourse with society. He did not, hoAvever, survive his father more 
than forty days, or three months ai the utmost, dying at the premature age 
of twenty-three, and being reeoided as the first monarch of Isslam, who 
succeeded to sovereign authority at so early a period of life. The appel- 
lation of Abfi Leyly, which was conferred upon him after his accession to 
the Khelaufut, and by which the Aiabs would designate the imbecile, or 

effeminate, seems to attest that his character was not calculated to inspire 

\ 

much esteem from his contemporaries. 

Merwaun the first, fourth Khalif of the house of Ommeyah Tins 
prince, whose exaltation appears to have come rather unexpectedly upon 
him, was married to one of the daughters of tlie Khalif Othman ,and tiaced 
his descent from Ommeyah through the following gradations J\ferwaim 


Merwaun, son of U1 Hukken>, son of U1 Auss, son of Omme;yah, son of Abclusshems. 
IVtb of the Repairing to Damascus, soon after the demise of the ephemeral monarch 
house of whom we have just consigned to the cabinet of oblivion, he found the 
Ommeyah. ;;^yi»,ans separated into two parties; the one in favor of Khaled the sonofYez- 
zeid, at this period ayouth^of sixteen, and the other declaring for AbdulUh 
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Auch barbarous insults to those lips, which had been so frequently hallnwod 
by the kisses of their prophet, "Yczzeid •>truck him on the breast for this bold 
and unexpected expostulation ; and turning to the yoimccr All} u’ho was 
present uith the other captives, he proceeded in a Btrain of insult to 
teproach him with ihe3udgmcnt3 which seemed to pursue the desiuiics of 
Ills family ; and receiving from him a reply equally modest nml apphcnlili', 
he commanded his son Khalcd to take up the argument • which the Inner 
however declining to do, he continued to rail at his unhappy prisoner, 
until after sufficiently indulging his malevolent spirit, he turned to exhaust 
his spleen upon the noble minded Zeyneb; whose sorrows he might proposfc 
to aggravate, when in addressing her by the appellation of daughter of the 
prophet’s son in law, he brodght to her recollection the exalted slock from 
which she sprung. 

When their sufferings had been aggravatpd as long as he thought proper, 
by the remarks to which, in the indolence of his power, he thus compelled 
them to submit; and which, with their replies, though sufiicicnily striking 
in the nervous and emphatic idiom of the Arabs, it w’ould bcdinicult to 
convey through the medium of a remote and foreign language, without 
extinguishing the Spirit of the anginal, Yczzcid at last dismissed the unfor- 
tunate captives to the apartments of his women. Here they remained 
until the expiration of some days ; when Kiauman the son of Besliir the 
^nsaur was sent for, and directed to conduct them under his protection to 
Medeinah for w’hich journey he caused them to be previously provided 
with an ample supply of every necessary. J3ut before they were suflered 
to take their final departure, Yezzeid desired that Ally the son of Husseynfe 
might be brought to his presence, and having treated Ijim with rather 
greater humanity than formerly, dismissed him with these words. “ The 
« curse of God light on thee, thou descendant of the piophet’s son in law ! 

had It rested with myself, I might have been disposed to subscribe to the 
“ views of thy father ; but it becomes not man to controvert the decreed 

“ of providence ; thou art now at liberty to return to Medeinah, with the 
“ whole of thy family. 

As a rewwd for the zeal winch he had evinced in the destruction of 
hnaura Hhsseyne, Obaldullah Zeiaud had been invested by YcZzeid, as 
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ZioWk. Hussevne th6 son of Temmeir was also returned about this time 
from the siege of Mekkah, and exerted his influence m favor of Khaled ; 
asssurin? the people of Damascus that the son of Zobair set but little 
value on iheir suiVrages, since all that he could uige on the subject was not 
sufficient to prevail upon that haughty chief to appear among them. 
Mem aun however, who as jet had not indulged a thought of his own 
elevation, became a strenuous advocate’ lor the claims of Abdullah Zobair; 
whom he warmly recommended to the choice of the Syrians, not only m 
consideration ot his mature years and judgment, but of his consanguinity 
with the founder of their religion. And he was upon this about to depart 
for Jilekkah, to join the son of Zobair, when Obaidullali Zeiaud arnv'ed 
from Bassorah, having been expelled from his government by the inhabi- 
tants of that city. 

It has been already seen that, ill-digesting the refusal of Yezzeid to gratify 
his over weeningambition with the government of Khorassaun, this chief un- 
der tlie pretext of dlness, had eluded the orders W’hich had been conveyed to 
him, to proceed against Mekkah , on which occasion he was told from 
Y'ezzeid, that when he massacred Husseyne and the children of the pro- 
phet, he availed himself of none of these excuses • but now forsooth, w’hen 
directed to attack the son ofZobair, he was not ashamed to urge the flimsy 
plea of illness. And accordingly, if death had not anticipated his desi^^n, 
that prince had resolved on the first opportunity to divest him of the pro- 
vince of Irak These circumstances, from a zealous advocate, had 
converted Obaidullali into the determined enemy ot Yezzeid ; and it is 
therefore not extraordinary that on his arrival at Damascus on the present 
occasion, he should have decided against the interests of Khaled , and 
secretly resolved to promote the advancement of Merwaun, or indeed of 
any other person who seemed likely to be instrumental to the gratification 
of his revenge. With him therefore he sought on his arrival an early inter- 
view', “I have heard,” said he. when they met, - that thou hast it in coni 
“ templauon to proceed toMekkah, to bestow thine ailegianoe on Abdullah 
“Zobair. “ To whom then can 1 offer it,” replied Merwaun, “since 
“ Khaled IS such a stripling >” “ There is no one so proper as thyself” 

rejoined Obaidullali “ Thou art disposed to make a jest of me ” said 
. Mersvaun, “ Not so, by God,” answered Obaidullah , and he produced ^uch? 
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■A. H LXI. W(> havp airrndy <;Pon, willi ih,. covcrnmpnt of If.'.f.i, j « , . 

nnd of ilMl ol IJav,,,,.,!., he ,v.,s m .l,e previous possession. |3u! asiie li ,d 

leon ih priml ol the ample province of Khomssaun, which, logether imh 
the iiilioiiiiiip icrriiory ol .Seicstiiuii, the ancient Dran»iana, he had enjoyed 
lUKlor iMiuiu'ciiih, he jndulgcd the expectation that in return for Ins recent 
7 alniis ser\ ices those lucrative nnd opulent domains would be yet restored 
to him. Jjeirig however disappointed, he berran to regret the active part 
which he had InKeii m the late odious, transactions. In the mean time, 
preparations were m.ikmghy his brother Shlimau to enter that ptovmce,’ 
■which had been conferred upon linn by the choice of Yezzeid , and the 
hitter had now wnlliMi to Ohaidulhih, in compliance with the request of 
Sulunan, to furnish Inin with a detachment of six thousand men from the 
troops under ins command. On winch a person was employed, on the 
part ol Ohaidullaii, to reprecent to Yezzeid, that this was an undertaking 
for uliM li he wu^' himsell far better qualified tlian his brother. To which 
Yez/cid rather briefl} replied that lie was of a different opinion ; that in his 
^indgmciil the snpenoiity of qualification was on the side of Suliman. 
Ohaulullali could not however be prevailed upon to forego bis claims; 
declaring, with some degree of petulance, that he felt himself better dis- 
posed to combat with the Turks on the distant frontiers of the empire! 
than to be employed in the extirpation of the prophet’s relatives, for which 
he appeared to be ri'scrved as an instrument at home. Nevertheless, 
Suliman, accompanied by the six thousand men wdiich he was compelled 
to furnish, proceeded to the city ofMeru ; and shortly afterwards crossing 
tlic Oxns, engaged in successful hostilities against the Tartars, or Turks 
on the other side of tiiat river ; and made himself ultimately master of the 
Soglid, or beautiful region of Samarkand. From thence he conducted his 
troops to tlie gates of Kliarezni ; wdnch after twelve months’ resistance, 
surrendered by capitulation, affording an abundant supply of treasure to 
gratify tUe avidity of Ins followers, after remitting a fifth pari to his sover- 
eign al Damascus. 

The government of Mekkah had been bestowed by Yezzeid on Omar 
the son of Saud, another, though apparently unwilling instrument of his 
vengeance ; and that of Mcdemah, on Waleid the son of Aukkebah. 
Abdullah Zobair had at this period taken up a permanent residence at tae 
former city . and as Omar Saud forbore to molest him with any kind 
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convincing reasons in support of his argument, that Merwaun waspre* 
without much further difficulty, to accede to his design. 

Tarikh The whole of Sy^ia appears at this period to have been entirely under 

Teb^r. the influence of tliree powerful chieftains ; Niauman the son of Beshir the 
nnsaur, who was governor of Emesa ; Zohauk the son of Keyss, who pre- 
sided in Damascus; and W4eil the son of Hussaun in Palesune; the two 
former having espoused the interests of Abdullah Zobair, and ’the latter 
■feliose of Khaled the son of Yezzeid, who resided under his protection. In 
order however to determine on which of these two princes the succession 
was to devolve, the people of Damascus met, as usual on all solemn occa- 
-sions, at their principal mosque, where they were addressed from the 
pulpit of the Imaumut by their governor ; who, in a discourse in which he 
thought proper to convey some severe reflections on the character of Yez- 
zeid, claimed their allegiance for the son of Zobair. The young Khaled, 
who was also present in the assembly, immediately arose to vindicate liia 
father^s memory against these aspersions, and he appealed to the judgment of 
the people, whether this was an honorable return for the benefits winch 
that prince was well known to have bestbvved upon the man, who had thus 
stood forward as his calumniator. Waleid the son of Auttebah, and two 
other military chieftains who joined him, now took up the debate , and 
addressing themselves to Zohauk, fiercely demanded if his gratitude for 
the favors which he bad so liberally experienced fiom Yezzeid, was to be 
evinced in no other shape, than by requiring the suffrages of the people 
against his son ; and in favor of the son of Zobair, that unprincipled hypoc- 
rite who had suborned the wretched inhabitants of Kufah to the murder of 
the injured Othraan, The Khelaufut they said ought not to depart from 
the house of Ommeyah, and the right of Khaled to succeed his father 
they contended to be indisputable. In this they were however as strenu- 
ously opposed, on the other hand, by Amru the son of Zeid ; w'ho urged in 
support of Abdullah Zobair, that, as the nearest of kin to the prophet, as 
the older and wiser man, and more especially as the head and patron of the 
illustrious tribe of the Koraish, he possessed the most incontrovertible 
claims to the succession. For him, therefore, in concurrence with the 
opinion of their governor, he bespoke the allegiance of the people of 
Damascus; and with the greater confidence, since it was sufficiently ascer- 
esmed, that the authority of the son of Zobair was already acknowledgerf 
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hosUhty, the jealousy of Yezzeid was awakened ; in consequence of which 
the gostrnment was taken from him, and transferred to the son of Aukke- 
b ih, by whom it was at the same time entiusted to the care of a lieutenant; 
be hiinsett still contiiiumg; to reside at Medeinah. 

' It appears neces'-ary to remind the reader, that whilst Imaum Husseyne 
remained at Mekkah, Abdullah Znbair had uniformly treated him with 
every maik of attachment and respect ; and when he learnt that his ene- 
mies had put him to death, be publicly deplored the sad catastrophe ; and 
in applaud. ng the virtues of the martyred Imaum, and pointing out the 
cruellies which had been exercised towards his person by the nativesof Irak, 
he claimed for himself the allegiance of the inhabitants of Mekkah ; and as 
they were, on these tonsideiaiions, without much difficulty prevailed upon 
to subscribe to such a claim, they in general pledged their fidelity to him, 
as thepeison whom they acknowledged to poseess the strongest right to 
go^ern them There still remammg m the city, how'ever, a^considerable 
parry m favor of Yezzeid, this produced a schism which must have led to 
very deplorable consequences , one party nttach.ng themselves m the per 
forinance of public tvorship to Abdullah Zobair, while the other formed a 
congregation for the lieutenant of Wale, d , but the party of Abdullah Zobair 

'nnr, liculenaut was ultimately expelled the city, 

r insult to his authority was not long withheld from the knowledge of 
Aezzeid, who swore that he «ould yet make the son of Zobair to stand 
before him, with his hands bound, and a chain abouth.s neck. He accord 
mg y ordered a Cham of silver, which he sent to Waleid at Medeinah with 
instructions to fasten ,t on the neck of Abdullah Zobair, and in that state to- 
convey him to his presence. Waleid thought proper to transmit the cham 
by other hands tnan l.is own, to Abdullah Zobair. who, placing „ „„ the 
floor before him, and signiacantly shaking his head, dismissed tL messen 
gets wnthnnt condescending to make any reply, but what was to be unTr’ 
^ood from an Arabic couplet, which he rehearsed to them on thisoccasioT 
The couplet was repeated to the governor of Medeinah who 

ha.eacquiescedinsilence.untilthecloseoftheyear when h ’’’’“a 
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not only in the cities of K^ifah, INIekkab, and Medeinah, but throughout A.H.LXIV, 
Irak and Yemen, to the remoter cities ot the west, A. D. 684. 

Emboldened by this support, Zohaiik conceived, rather prematurely, Tankh 
that he misht ventuie to give orders, that the son of Auttebah and his Tebiy. 
two associates might be put to death ; when, m an instant, the mosque 
became a scene of confusion and uproar, the contending parties coming 
immediately to blows, and Zohauk, being himself assailed with stones from 
every side, found it necessary to quit the assembly, and secure himself 
in the best manner he could within the vails of his palace. While Kha- 
led hastened, during the confusion, to the gates of the public prison, which 
he immediately broke open, for the purpose of liberating the prisoners and 
addint^ to the mischief. All this time Merwaun and Obaidullah Zeiaud 
remained quiet spectators in an obscure corner of the mosque ; Obaidullah 
observing to his companion, that when the tumult had done its work, 
theirs would begin. The commotion did not however subside for the 
vhole of that day ; and at night Zohauk and his followers made the best of 
their way out-orDamascus, and posted, without balling, to the station of 
hlerjeraumet, which they reached the ensuing morning. The inhabitants 
of Damascus now again assembled, and came to a resolution that the suc- 
cession should not be suffered to depart fiom the house of Omraeyah. On 
which the son of Zeiaud demanded, what further they proposed to say > and 
was answered, that the people of Damascus were disposed to concur in 
whatever he himself thought fit to pronounce. “ If then it rests on my 
“ decision,” replied Obaidullah, “ Merwaun the son of U1 Hukkera is the 
“best qualified to be your sovereign.” To this they signified their im-' 
mediate assent, and the E.helaufut vas unanimously decreed to hierwaun * 
to V horn they proceeded on the spot to pledge their allegiance, as the 
supreme and absolute monarch of Isslam, which, from this date, he may 
accordingly be considered. 

When this unexpected event became known to Zohauk and his associ- 
ates, now assembling at Mei^eraumet, that chief entered upon the most 
formidable preparations, m order to defeat an arrangement to which he 
declaied a resolution, while he had life, never to accede. The most 
pressing applications for troops were dispatched to the difierent towns m 
S>ria wh'Lh had declared for Abdullah Zobair , and that prince wa^ 

' himsell fcolicitfcd tor succors in a contest, in which nothing less was 
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A.H.tXn. Adkltebali, With the adherfehtS bf Yezzeid, discharged their relisious 
A.D. 6 61^ obligatidhs bn dhotheh ° ei'gious 

With the coratadridennMt of the following year, Yszzerd haWbg gives 

some further , nd, cation of hrsaintiety to secure the person of Abdallah 
Z^hn ir, the design washbtrayed to the latter by Waleid. On which the son 
orZobttI^ bhcl the assUrinte to dispatch to Ybzzeid a letter, ih which he 
thought proper to denounce the same -Waleid as a consummate idiot, 
through whose folly and imbecility the affairs of his government had beeh 
reduOed to'the bhuk of rhih ; and to recoinmend, without reserve, that some 
oilier person might be sent to supersedfe'him. Flattered by this markdf 
condescension frOhi liis most formidable antagonist, and by the expectation 
lhat'it might'jtave the way for his ultimate submission, Yezieid, Withnitt 
hesitation, recalled the governor of Medeinah, to make room for his other 
kinsman, Othmiitl the son of Mahomraed, son of Abi Soffeyan ; a yduth 
Without Okherience, ahd whose attention instead of being directed to the 
duties bf Ins station, became totally absorbed ih the pursuit of his pleasures. 
Witli some design, of which the object is not explained, this unfledged 
inagistldte tvak induced in the course of the year, to send a deputation to 
Yeezeid, coin posed often bfthe principal inhabitants of Medeinah, amongst 
\Vli(im Was a brotherof Abdullah Zobair’s, of the name of Munzer. These, 
whatever might liaVe been the errand, experienced from Yezzeid the most 
favorable reception, and were dismissed on their return, loaded with 
fcate'ises, ahd with presents to a considerable amount* one hundred thou-- 
sand dirliemS beirtg bestowed on Mfinzer the son of Zobair alone, and ten 
thousand eadh oh Ins associates. ^Fhert they teturned to Medeinah, they 
Reported to their fellow citizens, notwithstanding, that every part of Iiib 
<; ondUct bespoke m Y'ezzeid the cbnfilmed and irreclaimable infidel ; 
that his days and nights were consumed m intemperance and debauch ; 
and that hiS eritire neglect of the public duties of their religion had cancel- 
led on his part every claim to the sacred functions of the Imaumut. The^ 
theiefore considered themselves absolved on their part from an allegiance of 
which they were ashamed. In this declaration, they were followed by Ihe 
rest of the city ; the immediate result of which was the confinement o 

Othman'the-couzm of Yea^eid, together ^Mth Merwaun, and Wauheb th 

son of Ommeyah ; and the elevatioh,'by the inhabitants, of Ab u ^ 

#f Hentelah, to the government of JVIedemab. At this perio , mau 
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A.H LXJV. decided than his own claims to the empire of the world. At the same 
time, while a numerous force was collecting from all quarters round the 
ankh standard of Zohauk, Merwaun was not, on his part, inattentive to the 

Tebry. means of supporting his authority. He conterred on Obaidullah Zeiaud 

(he appointment of lieutenant general, and stmt him shortly afterwards, 
at the head of a powerful army, towards Alerjeraumet. A desperate con- 
flict ensu*ed, in which the fortune of jNlerwauii and the superior talents of 
his general prevailing, the troops of Zohauk were defeated with great 

slaughter, and he himself killed , while the fugitives dispersing in all 

directions, filled the cities into which they fled for shelter, with dissension 
and alarm. Niauraan was compelled to flj' from Hemess, in which be bad 
probably sought protection after the battle, but w’as soon overtaken and 
put to death by bis pursuers. The victory w'as decisive of the supremacy 
of Merwaun, whose officers were now put in possession of all Syria; and 
having thus permanently established his authority at Damascus, that 
•prince proceeded next, in person, into Egypt, w hich had long since sub- 
mitted to Abdullah Zobair. But, the lieutenant of the latter disappearing 
at his approach, Merwaun was suffered to take possession of the province 
with little opposition. After about a month^s residence on the banks of the 
Nile, and entrusting that fertile province to the management of his kins, 
man Omar the son of Sauid, Merwaun returned again to Damascus ; of 
which he assigned the nominal government to Khaled the son of Yezzeid, 
W'hose views on the tiara of the Khalifs had, on the very verge of posses- 
sion, been by him thus unexpectedly frustrated. 

X;ho!au5sut- By the original intention of Merwaun however, this young prince 
wl-akhbaur. appears to havebeen designed for the government of Hemess, but from that 
he receded on the persuasion of Obaidullah Zeiaud ; and from a consideration 
of the impolicy of consigning an inexperienced j'outh to the snares and 
seductions of the disaffected and turbulent. By nominating him therefore 
to the government of Damascus, his object was more immediately to keep 
him under bis own eye ; but m order to divest him of every possible 
motive to be troublesome to his authority, he w-as further advised, by 
marrying his mother the widow of Yezzeid, to adopt the disappointed 
Khaled mto the more intimate relations of fais own family. To which, 
in an evil hour, Merwaun was induced to agree. He united himself to the 
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dowas^r princes'^, and proceeded to exercise the functions of the Khelau- 

fui in the entire plenitude of aulh(»riiy. 

The reader will not have forgotten, that after inviting him from his 
sacred retreat at Mekkah, to take possobsion of a monarch}, a majority of 
the people of Kufah had snflored themselves to be deterred by their 
cowardly fears of Obaidullah Zei.uid, not only from assisting the unfortunate 
and martyred Hh<;sc}ne in the hour of distress and danger, but had been 
driven, many of them, to the baseness of appearing in the ranks of liis 
tssadanis. JNInny dajs had not, however, succeeded to that deplored 
event, before they were smitten with a sense of their pusillanimous con- 
duct in all Us deformity; and they did not fail to congratulate each other, 
on the load of infamy with which they had covered themsehes in this 
world, and the eternity of punishment which awaited them in the next, 
for having betrayed and abandoned the grandson of their prophet, to the 
mercy of his ruthless destroyer*^. But, as far as it was now possible, to 
relieve themselves from the painful stigma, it was early dctei mined to 
enter into an association to avenge the blood of him, that, m life, they had 
30 basely abandoned , and to raise the son to the dignity winch they had 
destined for the father * and in order to promote the execution of the 
design at a proper period, the preliminary measures were entrusted to the 
discretion offive pnueipal leaders, of whom Sxiliman the son of Starred, of 
the tribe of Ixhozzai, ultimately became the chief An interval of four 
years was, however, consumed in hnnemg their plans to maturuy . during 
which, the agents ot SCtlunan were employed to engage the people to join 
the standard of the Slieiahs in every quarter of Irak. 

Nevertheless, when he marched out of k'&fah, m the month of Mnhur- AH LXV. 
run of they ear sixt> -five, and encamped at Nokheilah, Suliman found A D bU. 
that instead of one hundred thousand men, of whom he had received the 
assurance, not more than ten thousand had been induced to make ?ood 
iheir engagement. Tins scandalous failure produced, not without reason 
a considerable degree of resentment m the mind of Suliman ; but he was 
perhaps too far advanced in the eiuerpnze now to recede. It required 
however, some deliberation to determine, wheie, and against whom, they 
they should commence hostilities ; some of his asbuciates proposed, that as 
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A.HLXV, Omar the son of Saud, and the gi eater part of Husseyne’s murderers 
^ were still to be found jn the city ofKufdh, the career of vengeance should 

Kholaubsut- be opened at that place; while others contended, that the presiding prin- 
Tl-a^hbaur. ciple of the mischief, Obaidullah Zeiaud, whose abode was at Damascus 
should be the first object of attack ; and the latter falling m with his 
own opinion, Suhman put his troops in motion accordingly in the direction 
of Syria, along the couise of the Euphrates upwards. In the mean time> 
a peison was employed by Abdullah the son of Zeid, who governed at 
Kfifah on the part of Abdullah Zobair, to dissuade Sfiliman from an enter- 
prize, in which, with numbers so disproportionate, he would find himself 
opposed b}^ an army of tuo hundred thousand soldiers mured to \iar ; or to 
induce him to suspend his further piogiess, at least, until joined by the 
leinforcements on their march from Abdullah Zobair; when it would be 
in their pow’er, with accumulated and united strength, to prosecute the 
design against the common enemy. But these prudential counsels pro- 
duced no impression on the mind of Shliman , W’ho, after a solemn and 
mournful procession at the head of Ins troops, to implore forgiveness for 
their infamous dereliction, at the grave of Husseyne and his martyred com- 
panions at Kerb^la, advanced b^*" successive stages to Kerkeiah, or 
Kerkessiah,’^ of which the gates w'ere, by the governor Kerrem ul Hareth, 
'secured against him. On a proper explanation of his views, he lecened, 
however, from the latter, a gratuitous and libera! supply of e\ery kind , 
together w’lth information, that Merwaun w^as dead, and had been succeeded 
by his son Abdudmelek, by wdiose directions a formidable army was now 
on Its march to oppose him, under Obaidullah Zeiaud. 

These circumstances, together wuth some further friendly admonition 
fiom the governor of Keikessiah, combined to hasten the departure of 
Svihman; who now advanced w'ltb the utmost expedition to A^n ul ucida, 
W'hich he placed m the rear of bis army, and in that position awaited the 
approach of the enemy. But obtaining intelligence that a detachment of 
the Syrians, under the command of Serjil the son of ZulkeJJaugh, was 
arrived within one stage of his encampment, he determined on an attempt 
to surpiise that commander; and Mosseyb the son of Yaheiah marching 
accordingly under cover of the night, came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy one morning at bleak of day; and succeeding to the utmost of his 

hopes, returned without loss to the camp of his general. Tins prosperous 

® Tlic ancient Circesium, 
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Hint scheme of vonf^rnnco which they seemed (htermined to pursue, fhre© 
liLiudrod prih' iiers ordifroient descriptions, who had fallen into the hands of 
the victors, were deliberately dot.mod to massacre in cold blood ; although 
speechless, and m the agonies of 'dissolution, Yczzcid could no otherwise 
communicate the sanguinary fiat than by pas.mg bis hand acioss his 
throat, lie soon afterwards expired ; and his successor receiving intelh- 
genre of the approach of Obaidulhih Zeiaud at the head of the mam body 
of the Synans, found it expedient to return within the frontiers of Iiak ; 
di'^patching to apprize Mokhtaur of the nature of those circumstances by 
winch he had been compelled to retreat. 

In the latter end of the year sixty-six, while he was at Mtkkali in the 
peiformance of the duties of his religion, Mahommed Haneifah, with seven 
of his family, was seized, and confined to the structure which mtloses the 
fountain of Zemzem, b> Abdullah Zobairj because he refused to aoknow-. 
ledge his authority ; and was even menaced with death, if, at the expiration 
of two months, wdiich, at the instance of the people of iMekkah, had been 
allowed for his final dctennmalion, he did not pledge his allegiance to the 
son of Zobair. In this situation he resolved to apply for assistance to 
Mokhtaui , who, rejoicing in the opportunity of signalizing hi& zeal, as well 
as of exhibiting a conspicuous proof of his power, immediately sent off 
towards Mekkah a detachment of one thousand chosen horse, in order to 
effect his deliverance. Having entered liie city by surprise, these troops 
succeeded in liberating the person of the Imaum without much difficulty ^ 
and after producing some species of accoratnOdation 'between him and 
A bdu Hall Zobair, returned to Khfah. 

In the commencement of sixtj'^-seven, Ibrauhim the son ofMaieTc Asbtur 
was chosen by Mokhtaur, wuth twelve thousand hor^e, to put a stop to the 
progress of Obaidullah Zeiaud; and to take'eomraand of the troops already 
employed in Jezzeirah. But this chief had not proceeded beyond a few 
inarches on his way towards Mbssule, when a formidable conspiracy broke 
out among the principal citizens of Khfah, associated withShemirzjl Jous- 
heny, Mahommed the son of Aishauth, Omar the son of Saud,. and others 
of the mprderers of Plhsseyne , who bad, from the first, yielded but a very 
reluctant submission to the authority of Mokhtaur. Instructed by neces- 
sity, Mokhtaur found means lo temporize with the conspirators ; while hia 
messengers hastened toapprize Ibrauhim with the un'Iooked for danger which 
had assailed him. The lattei: returning to Kfifah with equal zeal and 
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beginning was not, however, destined to produce any thing permanently 
favorable to the views of the insurgents. Very shortly afterwards, Hhs- A.P. 634. 
'seyne the son ofTetneir, one of ObaidullahZeiaud’s lieutenants, appeared Kholaussut- 
before theit position, at the head of a superior force ; with which, under ul-aklibaor. 
many disadvantages, they continued with undaunted resolution to main- 
tain an unequal conflict for three successive days* But as the enemy 
continued to be supplied with daily reinforcements of fresh troops ; and 
SiSihman, with most of their principal officers, having fallen by the con- 
clusion of the third day, the Sheiahs, now reduced to two thousand, began 
to exhibit the ordinary symptoms of discouragement ; when Reffaia the 
’Son of Shedaud, to whom, by the appointment of Shliman, the command 
had devolved on the death of his associates, availing himself of the obscu- 
rity of the fourth night, hastily withdrew to save the remnant of the 
slaughter , with whom he ultimately made good his retreat to Kufab. 

It would nOw appear that, at the period of his accession to the Khelau- 
fut, Merwaun had enteted into some kind of engagement with Hussaun 
the son of Malelt, the governor of the territories on the Orden, or river 
Jordan, by which it was stipulated, that at his decease, the snccessioii 
should revert, to the prejudice of his own offspring, to Khaled the son of 
Yezzeid. But he no sooner perceived that his authority wore every 
appearance of becoming permanent, than the secret purposes of his 
heart began to disclose themselves ; and having, by a liberal distribution 
of his favors, succeeded in depriving Khaled of the attachment of Hussaun 
and his other friends, he experienced but little difficulty in securing their 
allegiance for Abdulm^lek, whom be pioposed for his successor. And this 
point established, he conceived it nolonger necessary to preserve appearances 
with the son of Yezzeid , whom he did not scruple henceforward to insult 
and irritate on every occasion. But proceeding one day to entertain the 
young prince with observations Winch severely reflected on the character of 
his mother, Khaled flew to apprize her of what he had been thus insultingly 
condemned to hear ; and she came to an immediate resolution, to adopt the 
most summary and effectual method of vindicating both his wrongs and 
her own. This she is said to have accomplished by the following 
‘means she embraced the first opportunity that offered, while her husband 
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^'j^pedUloTi, immediately attached and defeated llic insurgents ; of whom A.H.LXTJl. 
fifty of the principal leaders were put to llie sword on the spot • and of those 
who were taken prisoners, two hundred and fifty that had been engaged TankhTcb. 
Avith Omar the son of Saud, in the massacre of Kerhela, wore condemned 
to subsequent execution, as some atonement for the atrocities committed “ 

on that day. Omar the son of hand and Zi! Jousheny w ere also taken on this 
occasion, and put to death, together with many oihers who liad been long 
since marked for destruction, for the insults which had hcen oflered to the 
lifeless remains of the martyred VKisseyne. That miscreant, in particular, 
who conveyed the head of the unfortunate Imaum to the son ofZeiaiid, 
had his legs and arms cut off, and was left in that situation to perish 
miserably before the gates of Mokhtaur’s palace. 

The conspiracy thus signally chastized, Ibrauhim was dispatched to 
prosecute his operations against Obaidullah Zeiaud Advancing to the 
territory of Mosshle, Ibrauhim found the Syrian genera! encamped along 
the Jarohd, a river n Inch intersects that country, and immediately gave 
him battle. After a most sanguinary conflict, in which the son of Malek 
Asluur long in vain expected to be favored by the desertion of Amrfi the 
governor of Damascus, one of Obaidullah Zeiaud’s most distinguished cap- 
tains, victory, towards the decline of day, declared for the standard of Mokh- 
taur. And to render it complete, while Ibrauhim, after the hour of 
evening pra^t er, was perambulating the bank of the river, Ins attention was 
arrested by the appearance of a stranger, whose splendour ofapparel bespoke 
him of the highest distinction ; but what more immediately excited the 
curiosity of Ibrauhun, was the rich and valuable scimitar which be bore m 
Ins hand , and to make himself master of this he tmmediatel}^ attacked and 
killed him. Next day, in relating the circumstance to Ins attendants, he 
expressed an opinion, from the smell of musk, with winch he appeared to 
be highly perfumed, and of ivhich }ie was known to be extravagantly fond, 
that the person, who had fallen by Ins hand, w\as no other than the general 
in chief of the Syrian aimy. In wdnch he was not mistaken ; for on pro- 
ceeding to the spot, the body was found and identified to be that of Obai- 
duUab Zeiaud and the head being struck off, was transmitted by Ibrau- 
him, together with that of Hfisseyne Temeir and several other Syrian chiefs 
to Knfab. In proportion to the magnitude of tins splendid success was the 
joy of iMokhtaur; of which, togethei with the bloody and disgustful trophies,- 
of his victory, he immediately conveyed the intelligence ta Mahommed 
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A.HLXvJayfastasleepinheraparfmenis, to cover his face with a pillow and 

above, thus pressed upon him until he was smothered to 
Kholaussut- d^ath , after which she called out to the attendants, that the Khalif had died 
wl-akhbaur. suddenly; a circumslaqce, if he hfid attained to the age of eighty-one, 
that might, without great improbability have j, occurred. According 
to others, he was not more than si:^ty-one. 

This event is stated tp hgve taken place in the month of Ramzaun, of the 
year sixty-five,* when Alerwaun had been m possession of the government, 
either ten months, as recorded by some historians, or a year and three 
months, as would appear from the statement of otfiers. Of his father, UI 
Hukkem, we are informed, that he did not become a convert to Isslam 
until the conquest of Mekkah ; and that having incurred the displeasure of 
the prophet, he was at a subsequent period, together with f^ll his family 
expelled from Medeinah, and continued in banishment until the reign of 
Othman , by whom, from a bjaraeable partiality to his relatives, as we 
have already seen, to his own ruin, they were recalled. We are further 
told, that when he was disposed to treat htco reproachfully, the father of 
Merwaun woqld salute hint With the appellation ofBennfi ur Zerreka , the 
latter being the name of his grandmother , a woman of infamous charecter 
wdio, previous to her union with Abi ul Auss, gave lodging to licentious 
females, and announced her occupation to the public, b3f exhibiting a flag 
at the top of the house. And it lastly remains to state, that the Khahf 
Merwaun left four sons , Abdulmelek, Mahommed, Besher, and Abdula?- 
ziz, of whom, the former sncceeded to his father, and in the process of time 
and circumstances, extended his authority to the whole of the Mahom^ 
medan world. 


^ April, A. D. ^85. 
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Harteifdh. Ibrauhim repaired soon afterwards to Kiifah^ whdre he eifper* 
fenced that receptioti, to whicbj by his late distinguished services, he v,ait 
Tankh io justly entitled \ the Syrians having lost in the battle to which we hare 
T«biy. Just adverted, according to the statement of one respectable historian, not 
less than seventy thousand killed^ and ten thousand eight hundred 
\\oundecl. 

Not less artful than ambitions, Mokhtanr, about the period in question, 
in order to SuppK an ostensible object, by uhich to animate, as occasion 
shoulo require, the enthusiasm of his follov^e^s, determined to emplov for 
that purpose, the chair from which the \e12erated Ally had been accustomed 
to pronounce his decisions. Of this precious deposit, Teffeil, the sister’s 
son of that pnnee, now residing at Ivufab, was supposed to be either in 
possession^ or capable at least of gn ing information , and to him Mokhtaur 
-applied, promising him the most \aluab!e compensation, if he W’ould,b\ any 
means, contrive to produce the article. Either unwilling to part with it on 
any consideration, or ignorant of its existence, the man in vain made use 
of feveiy protestation to relieve himself from the threats and importunities 
ofMokbtaiir; who at last admonished him at his peril to produce it in threfe 
days. In the anxiety of his heart, he determined to have recourse to an 
imposition , and going to a dealer in oj), who lived at the head of the same 
street, he purchased from Inm an old chair ; and haMiig secretly couNeyed 
it home, and carefully washed and scoured itw brought the same to Mokh- 
♦aiir. The latter, wnth as much apparent transport, as if the mantle and 
Staff of the prophet had fallen into his hands, did not fail to reward the 
impostor to the utmost of his promise ; then quitting his seat, he pressed 
ihe precious relic to his bps, and raised it above bis head , and having 
repeated two rekkauls, or courses of pra\er, declared to his auditors that 
this chair should be to the Sbeiahs, an object of as nlucb, and as exalted 
Generation, as the sanctuary'- of Abraham to the Mosslems in general, and 
the ark of the covenant the sacred depository of the law of Moses, to the 
children of Israel. He further hailed it as a pledge^ that tlie blessing and 
providence of God would be present in all their enterprizes; and w'ben biy 
followers had demonstrated for it theasme proofs of veneration, as he had 
exhibited by his own exiimple,hfe caused this^acred memorial of their de- 
parted heroi to beenclosed m a wooden Gabinet,or ornamented Coffer, undera 
lock and key of^ilvbr'i and^hairing Consigned it to th« Custody ofa-particdep 
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CHAP. XIII. 

C '^O'SFINED to tbc limits ofSyn.i .mil P.ilostmc, the sosrrripnty of the A H.LW. 

y house ofOmmejah dcscciiclfd without opposition to Aunt i.Mi ii u. 
through the previoub arr.uigemcnts of his father, luit hctoiul those hinils Kiio!nu>.>iut- 
thc whole termor} of Isslam appe.irs at the death ofMerw.-iun to ha\c ul.-iklibiur, 
hcen cithci subject to the authority of Abdullah 7>.ol)air, or those who in 
some shape or other were disposed to fa\or his asccndanc} . There CMstcd 
how e\ era formidable body of insurgents in i’arss and Kermaun, which seems 
for a long time to have set at equal defiance, the parly of the Shcinhs, 
and the adherents of the house ofOmmc}ah. 'riiesc insurgents wore 
originallv composed of a number of the inhahiiants of Hassorah, who raised 
the standard of iiulependencc as far back as the Kliclaufiit of Ye/Jicid ; and 
establishing themselves about AhClauz and the adjoining territory, ohtamed 
the appellation of Azaurcka or Azrckitcs, from Naiifha ihc son of Azrd:, 
whom thes chose for their leader. Having rendered themselves already AnncLM*!,- 
formidable, by defeating a bod\ of two thousand horse, detached against ck, Vth 
them by Obaidullah Z^iaud, ihcj acquired, on the death of Yczzcid, ofthcliou<e 
additional strength and reputation, by tw'o succcssnc \ictories o\er the 
troops further employed against them, by the government of Bassorah. So 
that, alarmed by repeated discomfiture, the denizens of that place were at 
last constrained to apply to Abdullah Zobair, for a general by whose assist- 
ance they might be able to combat with the insurgents with a better 
chance of success. In compliance with this application, Haretli the son 
of Abdullah the Mekhz&miie, was immediately deputed to preside over 
Bassorali; though the conduct of the war against the Azaureka waf 
entrusted by that chief, on his arrival at the seat of his government to 
Mohilleb the son of Abi Sefirah, one of the principal feodatoiies of the 
province of Khorassaun , through whose talents and activity, after Nauffin 
thegreatei part of their leaders had fallen m a series of obstinate conflicts 
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set of men, bom be dislinguisbcd h the nppidlQlion of‘'gtiar(ls of God/’ k.U L%V\U 
he lodged u m tbepr.nc.pal mosque of Kufal. ; wlmre K co.U.nuecl to A. D. ^ 
rco.>i\e from llio people in the course of their <lc\olions, those proofs of Khoh«^^ut. 
veneranon evened In the remeinhranre of its supposed originnl, and uKaVbbiai; 
^c^ered proprietor. Jn the expedition against Ohaidullnh Zeiaud, it was 
gnuuhied m Ibunilrui, «ilh directions that it should be borne nt the brad 
pf the arnn , on nliom, in the battle which ne ha^e just bad otrasion to 
mention, it nnglu possiblv lime produced such an impression, as to hate 
coiuribulcd in no small degri'c to the ultimate suctess of tliedny. 

In the mean time, while bis nflairs prricccded in a tram so faNorablc to 


Jiis ambition, and ilic whole terntort from Ku fab toMctlaiin, and from 
the Diaur K ibbciali, in Upper Me'^opoiamia, to the prm inee of Eg} pt, bad 
p,vssed into the possession of his ogcm^. the n'^sulmiy of Mokhtnur l>t*gnn 
to relax; and pariicularl} ma point, w hidi, witli the party whose cause he 
had nominally espoused, seems to have absorbed cu-ry inferior ol)j(v;i ; the 
extermination oi llie distrot ers of llusscMie. Ills forbraranco in this 
respect did not long escape the obserr-ation of >Maliommcd Uaneifab, and 
the \iolent Slieiidis , and they began to reflect, without disguise, upon the 
Sincerity of lub aitaehmcnl to the familt of AIK, since the most atrocious 
of Its persecutors, the murderers of Hbsscvnc, were, man) of tin m, still 
suflered to enjoy an unmolested rc'^idence iii the \cr\ town of Kiifah. 
These and svtuilar reflections were not concealed from the knowledge of 
Jtlokhiaur, and he was compelled to confess, that the reproach was not 
cntirel} unmerited ; b\U that his aincenty miglit be no longer suspected, 
he caused a list of all such as had been present at the massacre of KerbCla 
to Jbe immediately cumpleated by the captain of the guards , of whom, ns 
hath been already intimated, all that fell into Ins ‘hands .were arcordmglv 
condemned, iw itli unsparing vengeance, to dieijy tlipdiands of the execufu 
oner: and the .same Khare^mian author Tpnucrly quoted, fui-ther records 
pn .this subject, that, exclusive of those who .perished iii the field of battle 
there fell by the hands of the execuUoner,iind by tarious modes of punish- 
pieut, during the pqiver of Mokhtaur, not less than fori} -eight thousand 
five hundred and sixtiTfour ol the adt ersaries of the prophet’s sacred 
family. 

Some of these contrived, however, to effect tlieir escape to-Bassorah at 
tbs period voder , the authority jof Abdullah Zob^ir; and among others^ 
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A.H.LXV. the insurgents were ultimately subdued. But this is, at the same timf 
acknowledged to have furnished considerable employment, dunn? much) 

Xholaussut- if not the greater part, of the disputed reign of Abdulmclek, and Abdullah 
-^.l-akhbaur. Zobair. 


'I’arikh 

tcbry. 


But that which seemed for a long time to threaten the most exten- 
sive and important consequences, was the insurrection produced at Kufali, 
under the influence of the celebrated jMokhtaur. Tins distin^uislird 
chieftain was the son of that Abu Obaidah ben Mhssaoud, who perished m 
the discomfiture of the bridge; as was formerly related among the events 
which immediately preceded the memorable and fatal battle of Kad'Jiali. 
Surpassing his compeers in intellectual, and every other endowment, the 
ambition of power became early implanted in the bosom of Moklitaur , and 
at the same time that Suliman Stirred was employed in exciting the people 
of Kufah to rise against the executioners of Mfisseyno, lie was not less 
actively engaged in promoting the cause of discord and hostility ; alleging 
that he w’as possessed of the commands of Mahommed JIaneifah, authoriz- 
ing him to vindicate the sacred rights of Ins family, so cruelly violated in 
the person of his brother on the desert ofKcrbCla. 

When RefTaia and the fugitives from Ayn ul werdn, reached Kiifaln 
Moklitaur w'as brooding over Ins ambitious projects in tiic solitude of a 
prison , from wdiicli he wrote to condole with the party on the recent (li‘'as- 
tcr, and to -assure them, that if he lived to be enlarged from Ins present 
duresse, the death of Husscyne should not be imrcvengcd , tli.it as miieh 
blood should yet flow for that guilty transaction, ns was shed among the 


children of Israil,*' by Huklitenasscr, for the niiiidcr of .Joliri the Ikipfot. 
The hopes of the insurgents were thus reammatt'd , tliey rej'Meed tiint 
there still existed one man, on whose zeal and t.ilents they could o Iv f>r 
the prosecution of their just revenge , and Ilefl.ua, wnli sever, il of lii- 
ossociates, obtaining access to thepnson of Moklit<tur,iminedifit( ly jiropoe A 
10 raise a disturbance in the town, during wliicii, they inigdil ‘•f i/< .m »l’' 


portunity to set him at large. To tins, liowever, he objeend 
he did not despair of proeunng his hberiy, vntlnml h.nmg 


, ,illf gill'-', '* 
rteour'f to.iiiY 
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Sheith the son 6f Rabbeia,'and Mahommed the son of Aishauth beti fteyss, 
employed every a.guraent they could devise^ to prevail upon MfisSaub 
Kholaussut. the son of Zobair, who administered the government of Bassorah on the 
iil-«khbftur. part of his brother, to turn his arms against their implacable enemy. 

Yielding to their importunities, Mussaub accordingly sent for Mohilleb 
the son of Abi .Selfrah, from Ahuauz, where he had been successfully 
employed against the Azaureka ; and dispatched him at the head of a 
poweiful army towards Khfali. On the part of Mokhtaur, the son of Slie- 
meit, with thirty thousand men, advanced from the latter place to give 
him battle : but victory suddenly deserting the standard of Mokhtaur, 
principally through the instability, or treachery of the men ofKufah, hit 
troops were totally defeated with the loss of their general, and a multitudd 
<!)f his followers. Anxious to restore the sinking reputation of his arms, 
Mokhtaur assembled a fresh army, with which he hastened in person 
against the troops of the son of Zobair. The issue of a second conflict^ 
which now took place, was equally unfortunate to the cause of Mokhtaur ; 
although It is said to have cost the victor the lives of some of his most dis- 
tinguished commanders ; among whom are to be found the names of 
Mahommed the son of Aishauth, one of the promoters of the enterpnze, 
and of Omar the son of Ally, who appears on this occasion to have combated 
on the side of the enemies of his family.' 

Mokhtaur was now compelled to retire with precipitation into Khfahi 
where he shut himself up in the palace of government ; which, with six 
thousand men, the remnant of his army, he immediately prepared to 
defend against his pursuers'. He was soon afterwards invested by the troops 
of Mflssaub ; and as it was early found that the place was entirely destitute of 
provisions, he proposed to his followers tocUt their way through the besiegers; 
or perishsword in hand, ratherthan by thehngering and accumulated horrors 
of famine. This they, however, declined, signifying their desire to throw 
themselves rather on the mercy of Mfissaub. Never to place himself at 
the discretion of his enemies ; but, to combat them to the last extremity and 
to surrender his sword only with his life, was the resolution of Mokhtaur. 
The next morning, accordingly, after performing his ablutions, and 
dispatching the early duties of his religion, he took leave of his followers 
With a solemn assurance, that when he was fallen, they were not to flatter 
themselves, that they should escape the unsparing vengeance of tlie 
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enemy. Perceiving, lio'nc\cr, ihnl they conlinuccl deaf to every appeal, a n.LXVIT. 
he finally quilted the piilncc at the head of nineteen of Ins most faithful 
associates, all clad like himself in their uindinq; sheets ; and generously q at, 1 . 1 , 
■soucht, and obtained a glorious death in the thickest ranks of the cnem}'. 'Icbrj. 
The bcsic'^cd imnicdialtlv surrendered at discretion ; and heinir lead hand- 
ended to the great square of Kufah, called the Kennanssah, they were, 
ciciy man of them, there pul to death, through the importunities of some of 
their felloiN citizens •, although Miissanh seemed himself \er\ uell dispostd 
to spare them. This c\cnt, from a reproach suhsequently east upon 
Mhssauh, by Abdullah the son of the Khahf Omar, appears to ha\c taken 
place in the month of Ramzaun, of the year si\t\ -seven.* The head of the 
unfortunate Mokhlaur, after hn\ing Inen for some lime suspended before 
the principal mosque of Kv^fah, was then transmitted to Abdullah Zohair 
in proof of this important victory ; while Mussauh look up his permanent 
residence in that city, to enjoy the fruits of his success. And Net, while 
Ibrauhim the son of Malck Ashtur, w iih his follow ers, continued unstihjii- 
galcd ntjMossulc, tins success could not hut he considered .as rather 
precarious a^letlcr was therefore dispatched to that chieftain h\ Miissnuh. 
ofTcring to continucto him the government of the provinces in his posses- 
sion, prov ided he would acknowledge the authorilj of Ahdiillah Zobair. 

Ibrauhim, upon this, repaired without delay to Kufah, where he tendered, 
without hesitation, his allegiance to the son of Zobair , hut the province of 
iSlossule, and the rest of .Tczzeirah, was now, with little ceremony, transfer- 
red to Mohilleb , Nvhile Ibrauhim found himself cajoled by a promise, that 
when they should be masters of Damascus, he should be gONcrnor of 
Syria. 

In^the mean time the views of Abdulmelek continued, m spite of 
repeated discomfiture, incessantly occupied tow’ards the recovery of Arabian 
Irak ; and in sixly-cight Nve find him proceeding m person at the head of 
an expedition against that country , having entrusted ihc government of 
Damascus, and his hereditary states, to his cousin Amrh, the son of Sauid 
surnamed Eshduk, (the bold) one of the ablest and most powerful of the 
house of Ommeyah. This chief had himself, formerly, entertained some 
well founded expectations on the empire, of which he had, like some 

* Latter end of March, A. D. 687. 

5L 
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A.H.LXVI. extensive influence at K6fah, still necessary to ensure success to the desicrn. 

To that chieftain, a message was therefore dispatched by Moklitaur 
TariJch inviting him, as the heir of his father’s distinguished attachment to the 
Tebry, house of Ally, to join in the association which was forming to avenge the 
massacre of his family. Ibrauhim was prevailed upon without much 
difficulty to engage in the enterprize, but expressly stipulated that he should 
himself be placed at the head of the association , to which it was objected, 
that the first place had been necessaiily assigned to Mahommed Haneifah ; 
that Mokbtaur had been by him nominated to the post of lieutenant 
general , and in that character, acknowdedged b 3 ’'all engaged in the desif^n. 
Ibrauhim desired the messenger to quit him for the present^ as be wished 
to reflect further in the business before he came to a decision. 

tinder these circumstances, Mokhtaur determined to seek a personal 
interview with Ibrauhim, and for that purpose proceeded immediately to- 
. his house, accompanied by fifteen of those w'ho had assembled to promote 
the enterprize. Very honorably received by Ibrauhim, he produced a 
letter purporting to be dictated by Mahommed Haneifah, and addressed 
to that chief; m wdiich it was announced that Mokhtaur had been 
formally deputed to Kufab, under the authority of the son of Ilflneifah; 
that as the son of him who had given such frequent and splendid proofs of 
his attachment to the cause of Ally, it w'as expected that he w'ould cheer- 
full)" recognize the heutenantof his Imaum, and finallj" that Ibrauhim was 
invested with the government of all he should acquire by conquest, 
beyond the Syrian frontier* all wffiich, he called upon God to witness. 
Ibrauhim demanded^ if any of those present were disposed to bear w itness 
to these declarations; when the wdiole of the fifteen persons who had 
accompanied INIokhtaur, very readily attested the truth of them. On 
this, without further hesitation, Ibrauhim quitted the litter on which he 
was seated by the side of Mokhtaur, and on his knees pledged obedience 
to his autho'nty. On the following day it w-as finally determined between 
them, that the insurrection should explode on the night of one of the Thurs- 
days in the middle of the first month of Rabbeia, of the year sixty-si\,^ 

The whole of the design had, however, been nearly disconcerted by the 
vigilance of Ayauss, the captain of the governor of Kuf.ih’s cuards , by 
whose suggestions a detachment of five hundred men, was pf)st« d in ea^h 
of the seven Mohellahs, or wards, into which the city was dwided ; with 

orders, on the first alarm, to repair to the spot where it should arise, and to 

* October £0th, A. D. C85. 
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yA.H.LX\n[II. others, been completely outwitted by the artful and fallacious prnmisnt; ot 
A D. 688. Mernaun ; and he perhaps conceived the present a tavorable opportnmiv 

TariLh of retrieving u hat he had lost through former simplicity, or siipinei c'^s. 

Tebry. At any rate, when he had proceeded as far as the station of A\nul\\er(ln, 

Abdulmelek found himself constrained, by the rigours of an inclomcn: 
winter, and not improbably by some intimation of the designs which wem 
hatching against him, to return with his army into Syria ; ^here on his 
arrival, he discovered that his ambitious kinsman had openly rc\oItcd 
against his authority, and had shut the gates of his own capital against him. 
After a siege of four months in Damascus, however, the rebel, being 
deserted by the gieater part of his garrison, thought fit to enter into iicgo-, 
ciation Avith Abdulmelek , who, to regain liis capital, consented to sonic 
sort of compromise for the injury which had been oflered to irs crown and 
dignity ; and even took a solemn oath that he w'oiild never retaliate upon 

the person of Amru. An engagement, to whichj for some tunc, he \cry 

scrupulously adhered, treating his kinsman, w'hile thus in his power, witli 
the most studied and distinguished attention , among other proofs of which 
he invariably placed him beside himself on the throne, whenever lie had 
occasion to receive him. 

The invention of Abdulmelek was, nevertheless, all the while employed, 
in devising the means of ridding himself of this pow'erful and obnoxious 
relative, w'lth the least hazard of failure in the execution, and of exciting 
fresh commotions. At last he sent to invite him one morning to liis pre- 
sence. On which occasion, his mind misgiving him, Yaheya the brother of 
Amru, confessed ihgt his apprehensions w’ere considerably rlarmed; and 
intreatcd that he would, on some pretence or other, postpone liis \ isit 
Amrh, rather haughtily observed, that if be chose to sleep, it was not in the 
power of Abdulmelek to awaken him, he lbcrcfo,-c desired bis brother to 
lay aside these groundless apprehensions . but in compliance with bis 
further mtreaties, he put on a suit of armour beneath his ordinary .ippan I, 
and so proceeded to the palace, attended by one bundled of Ins donie.tics. 
lie was received by Abdulmelek with more than ordinary enilitv, and 
placed as usual on ihe throne beside him. And m this sitn.itiori, the 
Khaliflaughing, entered into discourse with liim on the circnm-taiH » of 
his recent defection, and the siege of the town , all the while iiarid in h md 
wilh him, and affecting the utmost apparent good hurnonr. Amru mtrLatfd 




toumvU XNUU instant dcnlli tiny mmcmrni appraTo^ in mi^trair thf 

crisis of the iiisurrcclion. In t onsrijurnre <^f l\i\'^, vvfun llnanlmn ihn son 
ofMakU AsUlur, on lUc ni'^lil nppmuintl, plaiM tl hiniM-lf iii the hrnrl of 
those of the insurgents who had nssniitd. d h. fore Ins liouse. one of the firsl 
objects ihal met his \ lew was the snme A>auss appmaelnnt: with one of 
Ins diMsiotis* cMdentU disposed to tntrrrupt ihtse hoside prefer dings. 
Bni \brnuhnn basing fortunateU piorci d tin ir leader throurli the ledlr 
with an arrow, his follow t. p. nnnn'diatrly dnpr rsi d ; and ihr »r’n of M.d'k 
AshUir h.vsicnod lo ihedwilhnc of M<»V.hu\iiT, b) sshoni in* ssas nose 
•peedds jiinu'd , the in«urgeiiL‘5 also assfinblnni from nil <|inri«ts Ix’inath 
tlic standard of llieir rhief. As ibe disadsannne tiinb r wbirli llwy 
laboured, from the premuuons of ihc i.>iahhsht<l go\» innienl, w is alrr ady 
snfrinentls stnkinii, ibraubnn bni tio iiim to piopost n, \us (ollegtir, that 
be nngbi be sufit o si to iras eo-c the ditb r«'iil »jni\rii rs of tin low n ss uh Ins 
part>, tn order lofaTortbc appiarancc of the insiir;:eiil-. ; who were other* 
wise exposed In the dancer of Ik ing eul to puns, ht fore tins were in 
Buflicicnt strength to defend theniselsi s. 11ns w is areedi il tossithonl 
hesttation *, and Ibrauhnn, at tin* luad of Ins foil Asen;, pissnig through thr 
sescral streets, case to the mniih« rs who wore encagt'd in ihe design, nn 
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opporiuintN of joining their assotiati s, Without ilu hnaard of destruction in 
dclail ' and liaMng o\er<onie all resistance, tetunu'd with a conraderahlc 
augmentation of foree to the aid of Mokhianr, whom he iiovt found before 
the gates of the palace, opposed to the troops of the miemy. These were 
immediately ailaeked b\ Wiraiihim m the rear, and dispersed wiili Imlo 
difficultj. Abdullah MuUoia continued, ncverlhekss, to mamlam his post 
at the gates of the palace, w iih very superior numbers, until da} broke, and 
discovered to the insurgents, that their whole force did not ycl nmoimt to 
more than eighteen hundred men. IViih these, howc\er, Mokhtaur 
declared himself confident of success, m the prosecution of what he con- 
sideied so just , butcnnocning it, at the same time, inimcdtatcly necessary 
to withdraw from the town, he proceeded wilhoui further delay to carry 
that measure into execution. 


The retreat of the insurgents was no sooner perceived by the governor 
K.hfah, than he sent out two distinct deiaclimeiits of superior ftircc, witli 
instructions to intercept, and attack them from opposite sides. Of ihcse 
one was successful in defeating the division employed by MokhUur to 
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that be would dismiss a subject which could be so little entertaining to A.H.LXVIII, 
him. The Khahf proceeded, however, in his discourse ; and at last inti- A.D. 6B8. 
mated, that although he was perfectly sincere m his forgiveness of what Tankh 
had happened, he had, under the smart of hostilities, taken an oath, that if Tcbnr. 
ever the son of Sauid was m his power, he would put a collar and chain 
upon his neck. “ Where would be the harm,” continued Abdulmelek with' 
the same affected good humour, “if I am permitted to absolve myself of my 
“ oath >” Amru endeavoured to elude the insidious proposal, by request- 
ing that the joke might be postponed to some other opportunity , but the 
other members of Abdulmelek’s court expressing their astonishment that 
he should for a moment hesitate to give the Khahf an opportunity of ful- 
filling his oath, with so little detriment to himself, Amrh demanded if he 
once suftered him to put these bonds on his person, who would promise to 
take tlwm off. Abdulmelek immediately swore that he would himself 
perform for him that office , whispering at the same time in his own mind, 
that It should not be until he was dead> and incapable of fuither mischief. 

“ Then,” said Amrfi, “I am at your disposal;” and Abdulmelek having 
sent for a collar, it was immediately fastened jn his neck, while he directed 
his hands to be manacled ; and Amru having stood some time in this situa- 
tion, demanded his fuither pleasure “Have a little patience,” replied 
Abdulmelek, “1 have had sufficient patience,” added Amru, “thou art 
“surely not disposed to betray me, or be guilty of a breach of faith:” 

“ that IS a circumstance, of which thou art to accuse thyself,” said Abdul- 
melek , and suddenly rising from his seat, and seizing him by the collar of 
his robe, immediately began with his fist to belabour him on the mouth, 
until he had broken several of his teeth. Hearing the muezzin, however, 
give the call to prayers, Abdulmelek was compelled to desist, for the pur- 
pose of attending at public worship ; but in going away, he charged his 
brother Abdulazziz with the task of completing his vengeance, by putting 
Ihe traitor to death. This prince was accordingly preparing to carry his 
brother’s orders into execution, and had drawn his sword for the purpose ; 
when, on a forcible appeal to his compassion, from his forlorn and suppli- 
ant couzin, who demanded whether the saving himself from the guilt of 
« kinsman s blood could, m any respect, ever prove injurious to him > 
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oppose it on onfe quarter; >wh;)e the other was pat fa and Its coni« 
man<ier«lain by the flivismn oflbrauhjm. And intelhgeace of this latter 
r^nkh advantage being conveyed to Mokhtaur, at the moment the fugitives of his 
other party were piessnig upon him for protecnon from their pursueis, he 
contrived to rally them, by announcing the victory of Ibrauhira, ivho npw 
hastened without delay to their support. Xhe station df Deir-ui4Hind, or 
monastery df'ldmd, at which MoKhtaur appears to baye' taken post on this 
occasion, was immediately assailed on ail quarters; Jbut though reinforced 
by a body of hvelv-e thousand fresh tioops from tiie town, ‘the 'smo-nlar 
valour and cxertiohs of the-son of Malek Aslitur. proved at last'tnump'hahf 
over the superior numbers of the assailants , j who were driven m the 
utmost disorder, and pursued into the heart e>f the city by their victorious; 
opponents. The cause of the insurgents 'having thhs taken a turn 
decidedly favorable, Abdullah Mhtteia Was compelled to shut himself up 
3n tihe palace of Kfrfali ; in which he*was onpll sides immediately “invested 
by the troops of Mokhtatir. At the ei:p natron of three days aecaroity df 
provisions produced among the besieged a disposition to capitu'Iate, and 
surrender the toni’u to the insurgents; their ’governor >taki'itg -a formal 
leave of tbe5garniscyn,iind letting himself down from the walls under cover 
tjf fhe-uight, -escaped ; -andiafforded an opportunity, of “Which they vailed 
^bhmse'lves, to open the-gates of the palace to Mokhtaur , ‘by whom it was 
accordingly taken possession of ; and'a trOasureof nine millions of dirhems^* 
which ^be 'distributed on 'the spot' among his 'followers,- proved 'an'amf^lc 
encouragement to future e 2 s;ertiorts. 

"In the mean time, Abdullah IVIdttoia, the ^eposed’governor, bad taken 
refuge'm 'the'mansion formerly 'belonging 'to Abd Alussa -the Aishaurite; 
a oifoumstance which was-'soon bomraunicated toMokh'taur; fortunately 
the irritation of recent-hostilities had not With the ‘latter extinguished the 
xecdllectiori -of tbe^former friendship which 'had Subsisted between them. 
A message ‘Was sent to apprize Abdallalt tliatthe place of 'his retreat was 
already'known ,'and to recointnend to In® 8o immediate departure from 
the city, lest the insurgents should discover and putbim'to death. And 
when 'he intreated a dday dfthfee 'days, he 'received from the ‘bounty of 
'Mokhtaur'a present of ohe’hundred thousand ’dirhems'j' to supply his imme- 
-di^e‘want8,'ahd'enable4im'to-prosecule'his'journey to'Mekkah. But as 
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A.H.LXVIF* the benevolent Abdulazziz, with the clemency ^^blch was natural to Inn 
gave way to the feelmgs of humanity, and afforded to the v retched Amu'i 

Tankh a short reprieve from the fate which hung o\ er him. 

Tebjj'. In the mean time, the attendants of AmrA perceumg that Abdulnielok 
had quitted the audience chamber, unaccompanied by their master, su*:. 
pected tvhat had befallen him ; and hastened to coinmunicatc their 
suspicions to his brother. The latter collecting hissla\cs and domes- 
tics, to the number of a thousand persons, proceeded at their head, 
to the mosque, in whicli Abdulmelek uas engaged at his rlc^otlons, 
and immediately rushing in, Yahe^a, in reply to a question of the 
Khalifs, as to the reason of this unseasonable interruption, dcmniid- 
ing his brother, Abdulmelek told bun uith adected unconcern, tlut 
he had left him wuth Abdulazziz to adjust some matter ot biisinebs. 
“ Give orders,^’ said Yaheya rather sternly, “ that he may come out/’ 
Abdulmelek embracing the opportunity of retuinmg to his palace, was 
followed by Yaheya and his associates, whose entrtince A\ac, ii()uc\tr, 
opposed atthegates by the guards of the palace. Abdulmelek before he 
was yet in sight, called out to Abdulazziz to know if Ins orders had born 
obeyed, and learning to the contrarj, he cursed him and the moilier ihat 
bore him ; then seizing a j'avelm, he made a \iolenl push at the belly of 
Amrb ; but the point being turned aside by the armour under Ins clothes, 
the Khahf clapped his hand upon his shoulder and perccnod the trutli. 
“Miscreant,” said he, “ thou art come prepared then,” and llirou mg him 
upon the floor, in that posture cut Ins throat. JIis attention being now 
called to the clamour at his gates, he demanded the occasion of it. “Vain v a 
“ the son ofSauid, with liis slaves and dotncsucs,” s.iid Ins courtiers, “ .ire 
“investing the palace;” “take the head of Amru,” said AlKlulmfhk, 
addressing himself to Abdulazziz, “ and cast it, with ten tliousnnd dirlierns 
“among the multitude.” Which hemg accordingly done, and engaging 
the assailants in a scramble for the money, they soon afterwards rnlirt ly 
dispersed. Theperson of Yaheya was secured the same evening, nrul a^ hg 
and his whole famil} were now thrown into {irison, the tumult nitirt ly 
sulisidcd. When they had continued however a nionlb m confnu m* tit, 
the heart of Abdulmelek began to relent , and as he r \pres.' (l a o {>ng- 
nance to put them to death, though he fell it r^qui-ite to sfeur» hir/o'H 
agaiii't their vengeance, betook the advice of his counsellors to be '■Pt 
fied with their c.\pulsion from Syria. 
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The commencement of the year seventy is recorded to have brought with 
it a formidable nn asion of Syria, by llic armies of the Greek emperor of Con- 
stnntmoplc,^ the circumstances of u Inch arc however not explained to us ; 
further than that, unable to contend with superior numbers, Abdulmelck 
Mas compelled to purchase peace, by submitting to a monthly tribute, of 
five thousand dmaurs,t which lie agreed to send to the treasury of that 
monarch The adherents of Ahdulnielck were still snflicicntly numerous 
in the cities of Irak, and at Kufah and Bassorah in particular, and as he liad 
received frequent sohcitations to appear amon? them, lie determined in 
the course of tin*' year to employ Khalcd the son of Abdullah, in a private 
Mav to secure the allegiance of the inhabitants of the latter cit} in his 
favour , and to alarm the apprehensions of the sons of Zobair for lliat 
quarter, mIuIc he should advance himself louards Kufah. Tins emissary 
vvas hoM ever uUunaieh compelled to quit Bassorah, and return to his 
master m ith the loss of an ev e. 

In the course of seventy-one, Abdulmelck carried into final execution 
the design M’hich lie had so long meditated against Ir.'ik , mIiicIi province 
he now entered with a powerful force. In the neighbourhood of Kerkes- 
6ia, at the v illage of Jauthleik, according to some nuihois, he was opposed 
by Mussaub , over whom, through the proverbial treachery of the people 
of these provinces, he obtamed a signal vicloiy; the bravo Ibrauhim tho 
son of Jdalek Ashtur, and Eissa the son of Mhssaub, who scorned to 
abandon his father m defeat, being killed in the action , and the general 
himself, though invited to accept of liberal terms by the friendship of the 
conqueror, prefermg death to mercy, perished soon after, by the liand of 
Keidah the uncle of Mokhtaur ; w’ho cut him through the middle, when 
already grievously wounded by a volley of arrows. Shortly afterwards, in 
ihefiTstmoulh of Jummaudy,;^ Abdulmelck entered Kufah, then considered 
the capital of Irak, m triumph, and received the unanimous submission of 
the people. When sealed in the palace of the son of Abi ATokauss on 
this occasion, to receive the congratulations of his army, and the head of 
Mussaub was laid before him , one of the bystanders coqld not forbear 
giving expression to the feelings excited by the strange and rapid vicissi- 
tudes of which, on the same spot, it had been his destiny to be an eye 
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In entenng on the detail ot tile inveterate hosUittyr which 

ceedino- years," ensued between Hejauje and AbdurraibmaRthe son ofMa- ^ 

homm:d ben A.^hautb. the nanatwe rec.tes, on theauthor,ty'-oftbo Rou^ut, Kb«^ 

nssuffa, that the foimer took an opportunity of remark! ng^tD-that chiefiaini. 

one day, rather sarcastically, that he muk allow- him the J advantage .of ai 

veiy prepossessing exterior : to which Ahdurraihman replied, that perad- 

lentiire, the internal qualities of his mind would' be found of a character 

not less enviable. Shortly after retiring, Hejauje could not forbfear 

avowing w'heujhe w'as gone, that Ahdurraihman never met his eye, that he 

did not feel a violent inclination to cutdiia throat. This malignant speechi 

being soon afterwwds madeknowm to Ahdurraihman, implanted in his bosom. 

that irreconcrleable animosity, which, at a subsequent period, broke ouf 

with sucli violence between him and Hejauje. 

The person whom he bad thus mortally offended, notw’ithstandingj.j^^^ 
Hejauje, on intelligence of the miscarriage m Kabul, without hesitation, A. D. 6990 
selected to supersede Obaidullah/whom he immediately- deposed from his 
command. In the year eighty,. Ahdurraihman proceeded accordingly 
at the bead offorty thousand men into Seiestaun, and having there' united 
to his own, tlie trePps of the province, marched without delay into the 
territories of the prince of Kabul Conceiving that he miglit with equal 
effect put in practice upon Ahdurraihman the manoeuvre which he had so 
successfully employed against his predecessor, the prince of Kabhl con- 
tinued to retire, as formerly, before the invader into' the interior of the' 
country. But Ahdurraihman, instructed by the example’ of the ' recent 


unfortunate campaign, averted a similar catastrophe, by establishing posts 
at proper intervals in his rear, and occupying them-wilh soldiers,' on whose 
valour and experience he could venture totely. The dPSigns’ of Retted 
were thus completely frustrated, 'by these precautions.' Abdurraihmaij is 
also said to have succeeded in reducingia great part ot the* province -of 
Kabhl , but having loaded his followers With booty, instead of remainmgko 
secure the conquest, returned intotseiestaun, from whence- he dispatched 
to acquaint Hejauje with the success of the expedition. ' 

The retreat of Ahdurraihman was, however, but little coiisonant - to the 
temper or views of Hejauje; and he^accoxdmgly vVrote to' inform him, un 
terms of considerable asperity, that unless' he dispatched' his business will? 
theScys^es, ot stable boys, of Retteili’bbfofe -this ycar’w'as gt aq end,, he 



A^K.LX3^Ii 
A*, p. 690. 

Tarikh Teb- 
lyandKhol- 
aussutulakh- 
i?aun 


^ankh 

vTebry. 


Witness, « Under tins same roof ” said he, have I beheld the kad of 
“ Imauhj'Hhsseyne at the foot of the son of Zeiaud ; the head of the S6n 
“of Zeiaud at that of Mokhtaur? and that of Mokhtaur laid before 
“Miissaub. Perhaps the head of Mdssaub which I now observe at the 
“ foot of the sovereign of the believers ” continued he, “ may be the last 
‘ instance, which I shall live to witness, of a reverse so fatal and lOstruc- 
five.” An inference so obvious could not fail to conv'ey to the mmd of 
Abdulmelek the most seriouk reflections ; but the only impression which 
they appear to have produced for the present, was, an order which he 
immediately issued, to rase the palace to the ground. 

fikving thus added Arabian Irkk to the teriitoiies which had embraced 
his authority, Abdulmelek conferred the governmeht of Bassorah upon 
Khaled the son of Abdullah , whom he instructed to enter into a corres^ 
pondence with Mbhilleb, still emfdoyed against the Azaureka in the 
territorj'^ of Alibauz; and to conciliate him with offers of favor and 
oblivion, piovided he would immediately submit l:o his. authority. These 
overtures were not unacceptable to Mohilleb, wdio was easily prevailed 
upon to enrol himself among the feudatones of Abdulmelek, and continu- 
ing to prosecute hiS operations against the follow'ers of Azrek, without 
intermission, he succeeded at last, after exterminating the leaders of the 
insurrection, in reducing, not only that of Ahuauz, but the entire provinces 
of Parss and Irak Ajera, to the authority of hismew sovereign. 

The attention of Abdulmelek was next directed towards the rich and 
powerful province of Khorassaun ; which had continued, ever since the 
reign of Yezzeid, m the hands of Abdullah Hauzem, subject to the 
authority of Abdullah ZobaiP. It was accordingly thought advisable 
in the seventy-second of the Hidjerah, to write a letter to that ciiieftain, 
offering to give him the government for seven years longer, provided he 
would transfer his allegiance to Abdulmelek. The pioposal was however 
rejected on the part of Abdullah Hauzem, with considerable disdain , and 
with the significant remark, that although Mussaub had fallen, the rightful 
sovereign of the believers, Abdullah Zobair, was still alive , and in a situation 
to bid defiance to his enemies. In addition to this, the agent who had 
been employed by Abdulmelek to convey the proposal, reported on his 
return, that the name of his master had been treated with contempt and 
abuse; and that the governor of Khorassaun had even presumed to declare. 
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A.H.LXXX. must require him to resign the command of his array to Isshauk the sod of 
Mahommed. The letter which conveyed this imperious mandate, was 
Kholaussut- communicated by Abdurraihman to the principal commanders who served 
til.akhbaur. under his authority ; when they expressed with little reserve their execra- 


tions against the conduct of Hejauje, and immediately entered into a 
resolution to unite with their general, in open hostility to his government. 

A.H LXXXVl the oighty-first of the Hidjerah, in order to a\ail himself of every 
A. D 700 acquisition of strength against the formidable resources, which 

would doubtless be accumulated to overwhelm him, Abdurraihman deter- 
mined to conclude an immediate treaty with the enemies of his faith. 
And for this purpose he engaged, in the event that his designs against 
Hejauje should be attended ^^lth success, that the prince of Kabiil should 
lie absolved from every species of tribute or contribution ; provided the latter 
^x’ould, on his part, engage to afford him an asylum in his territories, if 
the enterprize proved unfortunate. And having thus prepared for 
the worst, Abdurraihman, at the head of a numerous army directed ha 
^ march towards Irak. 

Tankh Before we proceed in the narrative it will, in this pl^ce, not be improper 
Tebiyr to state, that during the year eighty, which was equally memorable for a 
plague, which carried off great numbers -of the people at Bassorah, and for 
an extraordinary inundation which took place at Mekkah, Mohilleb the 
governor of Khorassaun, quitting Merh, with the troops of the province, 
proceeded across the river of Balkh, and the other branches of the Oxus, 
to the city of Kesh, at this time in the possession of the cousin, or uncle’s 
son of the prince of Kabhl. The governor of Kesh appears to have united 
“himself to the army of Mohilleb ; since the latter is now said to have 
employed him immediately in conjunction with his son Yezzeid, on an 
expedition into the neighbouring territory of Khotil, or Khotlan ; where 
the prince of Kesh falling into the hands of the chief of the country', 
another of his relatives in the same degree with the prince of Kabul, he 
was put to death in return for his attachment to the invaders : and Yez- 
zeid the son of Mohilleb, finding on inspection that the fortress into which 
the chief who ruledm Khotlan had thrown himself, was impregnable against 
any effort that he could employ, accepted of a reasonable contribution, and 
returned to join his father. Habeib, another son of Mohilleb’s bad m the 
pipnn time been also detached against Bokhara ; but being powerfully 
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tint if.tvrre not ropucrnnnt to ll)r of cu Hired nntions thormbri^^- 

salorol Abdvdn.clok vhonld not lu.^ to rommunicntc the result of Ins 
n-u'^-ion. Thnh.vu-htv and insolou reply ts stud to have conbidcrahly 
embarrassed, or rather ui.laied, Ahdulmvlek, stnee he does not appear to 
hate been either much at a loss or very scrupulous ahont the moans of 
stgnaltrmg his ^engea^lCO. M’okkcil, the name of one whom Abdullah 
Hauzem had raised to he lus lieutenant in the province, uas the person 
selected b\ the Khahl, on tins occasion, to punish the insult , and ho 
accordingly urote to him, to say, that the go\ernmenl of Khorassaun was 
lus, if lie would put lus principal to death. 'I'hc teinplaimii was too 
povierfnl for the integrity of an Asiatic. lie proceeded, w ithoiit hesitation, 
to swear the inhabitants against the amlioriiy of lus master; hut as the 
treachery could not he long concealed from, the \igilancc of Abdullah 
Hauzem, he was attacked hv the latter, at the head of his troops, before lus 
designs were pcrfccil) ripe for execution. The treason hiul, however, 
become already sunicientl> fornudahle and extensive, Abdullah IJaiizein, 
in the midst of battle, perceived huiisclf assailed fiom behind, In 'a bod} of 
Arabs, of whom he might probably have entcrlaiiicd hlllc apprehension ; 
and WMS throw n from his iiorsc, covered with wounds and m this situa- 
tion, Wokeil approaching for the purpose of taking ofl’ lus head, he 
suddenly opened lus e}es, and recognized his aggressor. “Miscreant,’’ 
said he, spitting m lus face at the same lime, “art thou then, whom 1 have 
“raised to manhood, the w retch to supersede me' awn} willitliee, no 
“longer disturb the attention of the brave bv tliv polluted presence."’ These 
stern reproaches did not, however, deter Wokeil from lus purpose, he 
immediately struck off lus head, and rlispaielicd it to the presence of Ah— 
dulmelek , and for this acceptable piece of service, retained the government 
of Khorassaun fiom that tune to the year seventy-five , when he was 
recalled by Abdolmelck, and ilie province transfer. ed to Ommev ah the 
son of Khaled. 

Having thus annihilated all further oppositron loins power in Arabian or 
western Irak, and extended lus authority to the remoter provinces of the 
east, Abdulmelek was now returned to Damascus Abdullah Zobair, who 
still maintained himself m independent sovereignty at Itlekkah, being 
the only remaining obstacle to his ua.chvided possession of all the territory 
of Isslkn to the eastward pf the Nile. His daily exhortations were therpl 
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^ppose^ in tlie field, tfie-design of reducing that city, after some tiifling A.lUJKXtU 
advantages obtained by the son of Mohiileb, was postponed to another A.D.700. 
opportunity. In other respects^ this expedition of the governor of Khoras- Tankh 
feaun. appears to have been distinguished by no very remarkable event. Tebry. 
After continuing at Kesh for the period of two years, he found it expedi- 
ent to recross theOxus, and return to Meru. 

Having received timely intelligence of the hostile designs and approach Kholaussut- 
of Abdurraihman, Hejauje hastened without further delay to oppose the nl-^hbaur. 
progress of the enemy ; who appears to have experienced no material 
obstacle until be reached Tuster- the capital of Khuzistaun : in the neigh- 
bourhood of r\hich place, the Susa of the ancients, the hopes of these 
rival chiefs were now cast upon the hazard of a battle. In this, fortune m 
la signal victory declared for Abdurraihman • the sanguinary Hejauje being 
compelled to fly with considerable precipitation towards Bassorah. A 
liberal distnbution of his treasures to the amount of an hundred and fifty 
milhons of dirhems* howe\er, soon enabled him to levy fresh armies, w’lth 
which he encamped at a station called Zawiab. In the mean time Abdur- 
raihman also advanced to Bassorah; of which the Inhabitants of every order 
immediately submitted to his authonty. 



A.HXXXH. fore for the future employed to engage the Syrians to undertake an expe* 
A. D. 691, dition into Yemen, From an habitual veneration for the temple and sane* 
Tankh tuary of the Kaaubah, these exhortations were, hou'ever, for some time, 
Tebiy. listened to in obstinate silence ; until the 11 ndei taking was at last accepted 
by Hejauje the son of Yussef the Th&kefite; who occupied at this period, 
if we believe the historian, the very lowest station in thatsocict\, of 
which he was destined to become the scourge and terror. Ahdulmelek 
seemed at first disposed to decline the services of so obscure an individual ; 
but Hejauje alleging, as his motive for thus obtruding himself on the notice 
of his sovereign, the circumstance of a recent dream, in which he conceded 
that he whs employed in strippmgoff the skin of the son of Zobair , Abdul- 
melek resolved, on further reflection, to give him an opportunity of realizing 
this prophetic vision ,* and accordmglj'^ dismissed him at the liead of tucire 
thousand men, for the conquest of Mekkah. 

With this force, Hejauje proceeded to enter the province of Hejauz; and 
took post at Tayef, about seventy miles to the south east of ISIekkah. 
Here he was repeatedly attacked by the troops of Abdullah Zoba/r ; but 
proving uniformly victorious, he succeeded at last in extinguishing the 
confidence of Abdullah’s followers, and establishing the superiority of his 
own ; after which he no longer hesitated to appear before the gates of 
Mekkah ; where the son of Ziobair had determined to abide the crisis of his 
destiny. The place was immediately invested by Hejauje, u ho did not 
forbear to employ against it eveiy species of annoyance, at tliat time adopted 
into the system of Arabian warfare. The siege continued to a pro- 
tracted period ; during which, the distresses of the inhabitants were every 
day accumulating, and as usual in most such cases, a dreadful famine com- 
pleted the measure of their calamities. In this extremity, the son of 
Zobair was gradually abandoned by most of his followers ; some of them 
submitting to Hejauje, and others making their escape into din'crcrit parts 
of the Arabian peninsula. At last he was even deserted by ins t«o sons, 
Hamzah and Habeib ; w ho left their father to his fate, and threw tliemsf 1 \ cs 
on the mercy of Hejauje, whose sanguinary disposition had, perhapv not 
yet displa}ed itself. 

Aware of the situation to which he was now reduced, a mrssngc was 
dispatched by Hejauje to dissuade Abdullah Zobair from rudiing upon 
absolute selfdestruction ; and to ofler him the most liberal terms, jf 
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TItb grandson of Aishautb, not\Mthstanding the precarious coroploxton 
ofhis fortune, receued on ins arri\al at Ivufih the prompt allccjiance of the 
greater part of the surt iving companions of the prophet and their cltenta^o; 
so that he ^\as able to appear a^ain in the field, soon afterwards, at the 
head of one hundred thousand horse, with \Nhom he encamped at a station 
called the Deir, or monastery, of Jeinaujem. Hcjanje haMneinIso been 
joined by considerable reinforcements from S\ria, presented himself with 
an army, very powerfully augmented, before the camp of Abdurr.uhman. 

^Vliile the hostile chiefs had been thus contendiii? for the ta\orite 
regions of Isslam, some of the most distinguished of the noble tribe of 
Koraish ventured to intimate, to Abdulmelek, the c.\pcdienr\ ofsiijitTsed- 
ing Hejauje in his government of the two pro\inccs of Irak 4 as the only 
method of appeasing the distractions, which thc^ cntirelv ascrihed to the 
unrelenting severity, and \ indictne disposition of that man. IVrsuachd 
of the utility of such a change, Abdulmelek dispatched liis son Abdutlih, 
and his brother jMahommed iSIerwMun, in company with the reintorcenu'nts. 
which were proceeding to the assistance of Hejauje ; willi instructioDs, 
provided, 'on investigation, It was found that these sanguinary contests 
originated in the administration of liejaiije, to depose th«t < hief Ironi Iiih 
authority, which A\as in this case to be transferred to the sanv' Malioninud 
the son of Mcrw'aiin , and that such cities as Abdurrailimun laid claim to in 
Irak should be ceded to him without furtlicr dispute, liut if, conlrarv to 
expectation, the result of their incjuirics should prove of an opposite ti ii- 
denev , liejaujc, was to be confirmed in his autliontj. However, win n 
these personages reached the scene of operations, and rommiiriiratf d tie 
nature of their instructions to the chiefs ol Abdiirrailmian’s p irtv , tii' 
latter openly avowed their hostility to the govornmnit of Al)dii(fii'*f ' 
himself, as well as to that ofhis reprcc>cntativt*, arnl tiu ir /iti. 1 r* .f4uii'>n 
tQ abide b} the fate of war. 
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cnticpnl In quil llir Inwn, nnr^ \)Ucr InniM’lf nl lii«; tlfpnnl. Tlu'-'* A.IMATHf. 
%\irc n’li'PloJk' tlu' fion of'/z^Mir N\itli Infu diMl.tw), Mnrr li. rmild not - 

ncltnit lhat he ^\ n-^ ) ^ t fallni to m. nhj. rt n Mntr, a«. to lu romc the Mjppli.int of J s-uh 
fuchabcinna.'^Hc'tanio; uhom hr (IrMnd to hr fiirilu r iiifornK •int lhr^,*mr '1^ fT 
lime, that his rrliniiro vn** placed, where he un*> h',!'*! hf < 1\ tn he drrru* d, 
m the mercY of his creator: from whteli it w.*« not iliilienlt to ,iih r, lint 
he w as rc^oh od on death, llostditirs x\»re rreo;dm^K‘ rr oinvd with 
frc'-h Mcoiirniid nnimn'iiiy, until the roinpatnous of Ah'lnll di V/ hair urre 
reduced to fne persons In tin*' e\lrt mity h« rep ntrd to pa_\ n j nt tnit 
to lus mother I^'-ema, (he ‘>t‘^tcr f'f Av ^l‘'luih, cm«l rUu^hlrr r-f \hrjHuhVer', 
a woman of such e\eelh‘nl umli'rsiauthnc, that, lliou^di nt this p< nod slm 
was upward*, of miieiv , he iie\ « r (oot. auv h:i il r* ii.lniioii w itliout hr r pro* 

Minis rounirrtnre “ .Mv helmed pare nt.” md lu , ade|r< ' Miiy luron ih[«; 
occasion, “I nm nt h*-! h ft to oppose the\ine<ane« <*f mme r iv mo-c 
“ almost alone ; and 1 un destitud to < ,\pt lu nee, ffi.m the mjfatitndt of 
mankind, tlie same fate with the tinliappy HiVsivnt . with tins allhrtin^ 

“ clifTcronce, that Ins clnldri n cniniiuird to tlu li-t tiumunt oflifi loconi- 
“bat in defence of their father, while mine ln\» Insdy (hsirt»d me, end 
“ anrrendored to the merry of the worihhss Jlmatij. • lu Insahoothrid 
“ me a capiinlatton, on whatever terms I max think propi r to pr^ s< nhe. 

“ Ilow then would my xemrahlc parent ndxise nu* to ret > if (luui irt 
“ conscious of a just cause,” r -plied Ins moth* r, *' lu w .an of puiiiu'.; tin s< if 
'* in the power of the Hcnm Ommexah It is muifet «.< irv for im to 
“remind thee of that period of life to xvlncli thou liwl attaiiu'd, and lhat 
“ after all it is allotted for thee oiu e to die. Thy n^cd iiioilu r n p. rsunded 
“that thou art prepared to meet death with an iinhlemislud lame, milur 
“than many shape to fiv the stain of dishonor on thy memorx. It is 
“ cxen as you haxesaid,” r< joined Ahdnli.di, “and mj own n flecimns had 
“already dictated to me the same sentiments. Uesolxed to embrace an 
honorable death, 1 was only desirous of consulimg you for tlic last turn;, 

“ and to hid yon an eternal farcwcl. Through life'" uniformly dux olcd to 
“the cause of truth, I have ever studiously axoided the mazes of error. 

“To no man have I been guilty of cither oppression or injustice ; neither 
“have I in any instance been ncghgeni of riie worship of, or of rendering 

3 M 
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xicmplamtsagairistSauidtliesonofUlAuss, they had mtird'ered In the a.H.LXXX^c 
sanctuary of his own palace. “ Remember” said he in the conclusion of A.D.70U 
his letter, “ that iron is not to be wrought by a softer substance than itself. Tarikh 
And m effect, these and similar arguments h^d already prevailed upon Tcbry. 
Abdulmfilek to subscribe to his opinion, when Hejaujc was left by the 
hostile resolution of his enemies, to employ without further interposition, 
the means Avithin his power to bring the Contest with Abdurraihman to a 
speedy decision. 

It continued, however, to engage his -utmost exertion for the wliole of 
the period between the third day of the first Rabbeia, on which Abclur- 
raihman formed his encampment at Deir^e-Jemaujem, and the fourteenth 
of the last Jummaudy,* on which he was finally defeated. On that day 
hostilities had been resumed with singular fury and obstinacy ; when the 
left wing of Abdurraihman, commanded by Abred, the Temeimite, unable 
to sustain the attack made upon it, by the opposite Aving of the enemy 
led on by Soffeyan the son U1 Abred, at length gave way ; and quitting the 
Held in the utmost disorder, brought on the total discomfiture of the whole 
^rmy. Under these alarming circumstances Abdnrraihman coniinuerh 
notwithstanding, with a steady -eye and unappalied attention, to view the 
progress of his misfortune, from a moveable tribunal on winch he had 
taken his station during the action t and from which, with his voice and 
gestuie, he now endeavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom a few Were at 
last prevailed On to make a stand round his person. Jn this situation, the 
^irrows of the enemy falling thick about him, he was accosted by one of 
his followers, who intreated that he ivould descend from the tribunal, if he ■ 

Hid not wish to expose himself to immediate captivity; and that fortune 
might yet, on some future occasion, bting to his standard those that would 
Btill enable him to take ample vengeance on his enemies ; and he was at 
last persuaded to withdraw from the danger, setting his face once more 
towards Kfifah , to which he was followed by those who had esi aped the 
slaughter of the field of battle. On his arrival, he proceeded unarmed to 
the residence of his family , from w^hom he took an affectionate leave, with 
assurances that the same benevolent being who had hitherto provided for 

♦ From the 15th of April, to theS-lthof July. 
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myselfacceptable to that AlWighty beihg,' who is th'e judge afid^witn^^' 
A^_D^ of every action of my life/> He then took an ^ifihct.onate leave of his^ 
mother; and proceeding’to the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, there, in ‘company 
with the feiv faithful individuals who determined to share' his fate, 
passed the vvHolb of the* night in devotion. The eh^nng day, having 
discharged the duties of morning prayer, he armed himself, and at the head. 
<if his §ve brave copipanions sallied out upon the besiegers, of whom he' 
piit many to the sword ; while he continued to proclaim at every exertion, 
hOvv easily he could h^ve chastized their malice, if his friends haT-not' 
ahandoned^bim^ He maintained the conflict until the hour of meridian' 
|>rayer, when he submitted to take a short respite , after, which, renewing 
K IS efforts, he drove the enemy before him to the foot of a neighbouring^- 
hill, from the summit of which he was struck on the head and severely, 
wounded,hy a stone. He now fell, and'bein'g surrounded by tbe'hostile ihul- 
tifude was immediately cgt to pieces; his head was then struck off^ and for- 

f / * *’ * * 

some time suspended to the Naudauii or aqueduct, or perhaps donle of 
the Kaaubah, in which latter, according' to other historians, he is' at the 
sarne time stated to have met his fate. 

The death of, Abdullah Zobair is recorded-, m the TankH guzeidah, to’bUve'' 
taken place on the thirteenth of the first month of Jummaudy, of the' 
^zeidah. seventy-thud yea^of the Hidjerab,* at the' advanced ag’e of seventy-one.. 
To some extraordinary, circumstances attending the siege of Mekkah,, as 
described on' the same authority, the readef if ill probably 'uot be disposed, 
to yield iinplicit credit. Araqng these we are to note the mterveiition of 
angels to av^rt from the sanctuary’ of the' Kabbah, the stones hurled by' 
the catapultae and other warlike machines , ahd' the flight of the same 
deles'tial agents,' to avoid pollution fforhthe Ifhpioiis assaults of Hejauje ; the 
consequent destruction of one half or side of the sacred edifice , the eclipse 
of the sun, \vhich is gravely said to have taken place when a stone from one 
of the ma'chiri'es struck the roof of the sanctuary, aud the whirlwinds, and' 
flashes of lightning which astonished apd terrified, and for some time 
s'uspehded the eiorts of the soldiers of Hejaqje. All were, however, 
employed to no adequate purpose. After a resistance of about nine 
month's, the sacred city' was compelled to submit to the obdurate' and 
impious Hejauje ; whose earliest attention, after claiming the unconditional 
of the inhabitants for his sovereign, appears to hate been directed 
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A.H LXXXD. them, would not forsake them in his absence ; and having thus bidden farewe?' 

A D.701. to his children, he quitted Kufah for the last time. 

Tankh Satisfied with having driven his adversary from the field of battle 
'?:ebr?^ Hejauje restrained his troops from the pursuit ; causing it to be proclaimed 
to the vanquished, that all such as repaired to him, should be safe from 
injury. He soon afterwards came to Kufah ; and having demanded from 
the inh *tant a renewal of their allegiance, appears to have confined his 
vengeance to a few only of those who had ventured t-o declare for the 
party of Abdurraihman. Among these was Kemmeil or Hekkeil, one of 
the sons of the celebrated Zeiaud, at a very advanced age. 

Of the numerous progeny of MohiHeb equally distinguished for personal 
valour and ability, Moghairah dying about this period in Khorassaun, of 
which he had been left m charge, vhile- his father uas engaged on the 
other side the JeyhfiB„m the neighbourhood of Kesb, as has been already 
noticed, Mohilleb transferred the employments rendered \acant by the 
death of his brother, to bis other son Yezzeid , and having concluded with 
the inliabitants of Kesh, to v\hich he had probably laid siege, a treaty, by 
which they contracted for the payment of a stipulated tribute, he returned 
in person inta Khorassaun , but falling ill of a bni mng .dian haea^ on Ins 
arrival near Merfi ul rud, or Meru on the river, he there expired in the- 
month of Zilhudje, of the year eighty-tvvo bequeathing his governmeiic 
tp Yezzeid, although he acknowledged his inclinations to be in favour of his 
other son Habeib. Be this, however, as it may, Yezzeid was confirmed 
by Hejauje, in the government of Khorassaun. 

On his recent flight from Kufah, Abdurraihman directed his steps 
towards Bassorah ; butas that city was beid forHejauje by one of his captains 
of the name of Obaidullah, the latter announced to Abdurraihman on Ins 
appearance in the neighbourhood, that he should oppose Ins entrance into 
the place : he was therefore compelled to proceed ta a station called 
Meskah, or hlesken,'f where he erlreuched himself, conducting the 
■waters of the adjoining river into the ditch with- which he was surrouiidedl 
and here he prepared to hazard another conflict with his formidable oppo- 
nent, being joined by some troops from Khorassaun, and by numbers, 
who escaped from Kfifah. Hejauje, being on his side further reinforced 

• January, A. D. 702. 

t Something similar to this Is to be found in the name of Mokesseb, some distance on the 
* rieris, above its junction with the Euphrates, 



to tl\c repair of the temple ; which, in concurrence with the advice of tlic A.II.LXXIlh 
Se.veds,hefirstof all caused to be rased entirely to the ground; tlicn 
WcUiding the pare erected by the unlortunnlc son of Zobair, he rebudt Tankh 
this celebrated edifice on the same plan and dimensions as it exhibited m gOzadalu 
the time of the prophet. 

We may now consider, with the antiquated, but stdl respectable author 
•of the Tebrian chronicle, that the whole Mussulman world was at last sub- 
qiigated, without a Single opponent, to the anihonly of Abdidinclek ; who 
in approbation of his services, conferred the go\crnment of tlic recent 
conquest on llejauje. About the same penod he consigned the proMiircs 
of Jc/izeirali and Armenia to his brother Mahoniined, and that of Arabian 
Ir.lk to his other brother Beshcr. And at the close of the 3 car we arc told 
that the pious Abdullah the sou of the Khahf Omar, exchanged this perish- 
able world for a 'rosulcnce m par.idi'iC, at the age of seventy-eight. 

In the course of the year seventy-four, Abdulnielek found it TI LXXlV 

to remove Wokkeil, or as he is here denominated, Bukker the son of and i^XXV 
Weshauh, from the government of Khorassaun ; which he iraiisfcrrcd to a. U 
■Ommejah the son of Abdullah son of Khalcd. And the following } car, Khohus^ut- 
the government of Arabian, or western IKik, becoming vacant by the death ul-akhbaur. 
of his brother Beshor, that pro\intc was consigned by Abdulmelck to 
Hejauje in acldiiioii to which, according to ihel'ankh gu/eulah, we hnd 
him now invested with the supcrmtcndancc of those also of Ir.'ik Ajem, 

Khorassaun, aiidborss, the latter being delegated by llejauje to his brother 
Mahommed ben Ybssef, he there constructed the celebrated city of Shir- 
auz, at a subsequent period the f.norilc residence of the Persian muses. 

The government of Lgypt was about this lime bestowed, by bis brotiier, 

Wpon Abdulazziz. Hejauje proceeding to take possession of the prouncd 
Tsf Irak, appeared at Khfah , and m the short space of afew dajs gave to the 
, inhabitants^ a sufficient specimen of the treatment w Inch they were toexpect 
from the iron hand of this dire oppressor. Prom thence he hastened to 
Bassovah, where he exercised the same uncontrouled indulgence of a tyrau- 
■mcal and sanguinary disposition. 

In the year seventy-six a fruitless effort, to /esist the oppressions of 
Hqauje, was made by the principal citizens of Bassorahi licnded by Abdul- 
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by a detachment from the same province under Abdulmelek, o fifth of the A.H.LXXX117. 
sons ofMobilleb, advanced without delay to attack the position in which 
Abdurraihman had fortified himself. After a gallant resistance of fifteen T.^nkh 
days, and as many nights, to the incessant efforts of Hejauje, Abdurraihman Tcbry. 
was again^defeated, and driven to make the best of his way for the province 
of Seiestaun , where he might probably hope to retrieve Ins shattered for- 
tunes. He was, however, closely pursued by M.ihommed the son of 
Hejauje, overtaken on his retreat, and finally routed , his force being now 
toev greatly reduced to opjiose any cfl'ectual resistance to his pursuers. He 
contrived, notwithstanding, to escape through Keimaun, to Zareiije,. 
expecting that he should there find a temporary asylum from his misfor- 
tunes, since the governor was an officer of his own creation. In this he 
was destined to be disappointed. The gates of the town were^ closed 
against him , and he was compelled, after remaining for some time before it, in 
the hope that a sense of gratitude might yet operate in hisfa\or, toconiinue 
his retreat to Bost, in the same direction the commander of which was 
also an officer of his own appointment. Here he experienced at first the 
most friendly reception, the more efilectually to ensnare him to his rum. 

His folio w'ers, however,, had no sooner dispersed m the confidence of 
security, than his person was seized and loaded w’lth fetters, for ilie pur- 
pose of being delivered over to the mercy of Hejnuje. But Retted the 
prince of Kabul, being apprized of this detestable piece of treachery, hast- 
ened at the head of his troops to surround the town , sending to acquaint the 
governorthatif he injured a hair of Abdurraihman’s head, he should not 
quit the spot, until he had impaled him and his garrison before the gates 
of the place By these menaces be succeeded in intimidating the traitor ; 
who consented to release the person of Abdurraihman, provided bis con- 
duct should be no further called in question, and Abdurraihman being 
accordingly dismissed in safety, departed in company .with his preserver 
from whom be continued to experience for some Ume the most humane and 
generous treatment. 

In the mean time, unwilling to confide to the doubtful clemoncy ofi- 
Hvjauje, the adherents of Abdurraihman again gradually assembled and 
followed then chief into Seiestaun, to the number of sixty thousand men ; 
and he was induced to pul himself once more at their head. He had 
availed himsejf of the return of lus power to punish, as he deserved, the 
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^.^.IXXVI, lah J^roud^ but their leader having fallen in an^arly stage of the instir- 
rectioD, his followers were compelled to disperse. Another and more- 
^holaussut- serious insurrection made its appearance about the same period, in the 
'til-aWibaur. territories adjacent to Mossfile^ ascribed to the same causey as vvJll as to 
the extortions of some of the agents of- Abdulmelek^s government.' The 
leaders of this revolt were Salah the son of Mesreh, of the tribe of Temeim,. 
a noted recluse of that age, and Shebeib the son of Yezzeid the Sheyban- 
ian. .'Against these a force was in due time dispatched, by Maboramed the 
«on of Mervvaun^ under Auddy the son of Auddy, the Kendian,. whom 
the insurgents appear to have defeated. A second detachment vvas- 
employed against them with better fortune * for after sustaining an action 
duiing the whole of an entire day, the insurgent chiefs founcf it conveni* 
ent to withdraw under cover of the night, with their troops, towards onb 
of the mountainous districts i-n the neighbouring territory; where tliey 
took post. In l^his situation they were sought oat by a body of troops now- 
sent agamst them by Hejauje, under H^eth the son of Aumer, and- in the 
battle which ensued, Salah, one of their leaders- was killed, but Shebeib,, 
the other leader, effecting his retreat with a part of his followers, to aa 
antiquated fortification in the neighbourboody from thence look advantage 
of the night to- surprise the camp of Hareth ; m v^bicb be completely 
succeeded, the latter-^being m his tarn compelled to seek for safety in a 
precipitate flight. And upon the whole, continues our author, the revolt 
which IS the subject of our present consideration, was protracted notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions of Hejauje, foraperiod of two years, during 
which, in nearly twenty different actions that he fought against the trooi}S, 
of the tyrant^ victory neveronce quitted the standard of Sbebeik 

According to the Tarikh gfizeidah, the year seventy-six was selected- by 
Abdulmelek for the reduction to a specific standard of the precious metals 
throughout the empire, and for the establishment of a regular coinage ; the 
Arabs having adopted none of their own, previous to the reign of this 
prince. 

Asa proof of the enterprizing spirit which- animated the Sheyhanian, we 
are told that, on one occasion, appearing suddenly before the gates of 
Kfifab,he would have made himself master of the place, but for the unex- 
pected return ofHejauje ; who hastened from Bassorah on intelligence of 
|he design, and arrived just m time to frustrate its execution. Compelled 
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AvHXXXJ&ln* wlio had' closed against him the gates of Zarenje, w-hen the iroopi 

^''^■ 70 - 2 . of Hejauje under Aumar the son of Temeim, were announced to be at 
Tsnkh hand ; and be received 'from his followers a proposal to abandon Seiestaun, 
Tebi}:; and proceed into the more spacious and populous province of Khorassaun i 
-where they expressed their belief that they should be joined bv more 
numerous bauds of malcontents than had been formerly experienced, 
Abdurraihman in Tain endeavoured to dissuade them from this design, by 
representing that Yezzeid the lieutenant of Khorassaun, was possessed of 
too much courage and ability to relinquish his proMnce without opposition; 
in which he would doubtless be assisted by the whole force of the Syrian 
’ party; but he was ultimately constrained to yield to their unportunriies. 

They had however proceeded no further than Herat, nhen they found that 
one of their most distinguished captams had deserted them with t^\elve 
thousand men; and Abdurraihman, embracing the opportunity to remind 
them of the arguments which he had urged against this illjudgedand impru- 
dent intrusion, announced lus resolution to quit them, and take up his 
abode with his faithful ally, the prince of Kabul ; for u’hose territory he 
immediately departed with all those nho were particularly attached to his 
person : the Irakian insurgents chusing his namesake Abdurraihman the 
Hashemite, the son of Abbas, for their general. 

Yezzeid the son of Moiulleb, on uitelligence of this irruption into the 
boundary of his province, dispatched to inform the general of the intruders^ 
that however numerous its inhabitants, the world was yet wide enough 
for all ; if he sought supplies, he wonld assist him liberally, but he must 
caution him immediately to retire. To this, the llashem.te desired it 
might be understood, that in entering Khorassaun, he neither entertained 
any design of hostility, nor of taking up a permanent abode. U is object uas 
to repose fora few days only, after nhich he should proceed on h/s niareh^ 
Of the assistance, however, which Yezzeid thought fit to ofler, he 
disclaimed the necessity. Abdurraihman, nevertheless, cnntinuerl station, 
ary, and proceeded to lay every species of arbitrary exaction on tiie inha- 
bitants ; which compelled Yezzeid to hasten his propararions for the 
expulsion of the insurgents. He accordingly loft Moru Shalijali mii, 
(Menu ofthc great king) the then capital of Khorassaun, in oh irge of his 
uncle Khodeia, and marched at the head of eiirht thou-aiKi men in too 
divisions, by the route of Meru ul rud, (Meru on the ri\er iSJurghaub) t# 
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to quit the town, Shcbcib determined to leave behind him a proof at lea'll A.H.L'XXVI. 
of maichless personal strength, and with a single strobe of his macc, A.D.r^^ 
demolished the castle gate. Not yet di'^conraged, he hazarded a second Kholaussut- 

tntempt to possess himself of the capital of Ir.ik ; but m tins he was also uUkhb.wr. 
foiled by the equal vigilance and actiMty of IJcjanje, who defeated him 
in person, and forced him to retire, through Farss, into Kermaun. 

Butin the course of seventy-seven, as he was again proceeding towards A.H.LXXVII, 
'Arabian Irak, he was opposed, unc^pccledl^, on the banks of the river of A. D.Ggb'. 
Ahuauz by a division of troops under Soffeyan the son of Abibcrda, 
detached against him by Ilcjanic. These troops he engaged until sunset ; 
and he was crossing by the bridge with his followers, to encamp on the 
opposite side, when, about half way over, his horse [rearing upon a mare 
\vhich preceded, he lost his seat, fell into the middle of the stream, and 
was iramediatel) drovvnetl. Ills body vv as afterwards found by the soldiers 
of Ilejauje, and on cutting open the breast, his heart was discovered to be 
of a substance rigid and hard as stone. To close his account of this hold 
adventurer, our anllior further relates, that udicn the report of her son’s 
death was communicated to the mother of Shcbcib, she refused to give 
credit to It, until the particulars of his fate were described to her. She 
then no longer restramed her grief ; observing that at Ins birth, a flame of 
iSre seemed to separate from her, and from that moment she was persuaded 
that by water alone was fire to be extinguished. Of his dauntless courage 
it IS moreover affirmed, that on horseback Shcbeib would not hesitate 
single handed to assail three hundred , and that w'lth a thousand horse, no- 
superiority of number whatever was sufficient to deter him from giving 

battle. Before the conclusion of the year, the same Soffeyan united his 

troops^to those of Mohilleb ; vv ho was still employed against the follow ers of 
Azrek in the heart af Kerman.* A dissension among themselv’es had 
already split the insurgents mto two parties ; and the more numerous hav- 
ing chosen a certain Abdurrub ul Kebbeir for their chief were most of 
them about th’s period destroyed by Mohilleb. The other part) contrived 
to withdraw under the condupt of Kettry the son of Fedfah into the passes 
9nd defiles of Tebrestaun, between Rai and the Caspian j where they were 
pursued by Soffeyan, and their chief having fallen from a rock, these insur-. 
gents were ultimately dispersed, aud never after reunited^ 

• Tarikh Tebiy. 
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A! , thV invaders from HetM. On reaching the neighbourhood of that A. 

sem tiflr afnrther message to the Hashemite, to desire that, ^ 
now he had sufficiently reposed himself, grown fat, and abundantly 
replenished his treasniy. he would withdraw 

ence. That it he was not yet satisHed with what he had collected from the 
neople he was still willing to supply him to his heart’s-content. He was 
Lly desirous that he should quit the province, from a wish, to the last 
moment, to avoid engaging in hostilities with Kim.' 

These overtures made, however, no impression upon the new chiet ot 
the invaders, who openly prepared for battle ; and as Yezzeid became now 
apprized of bis attempts clandestinely to seduce his troops from their 
fidelity, he declared that he could no longer preserve any medium ; that he 
must either hasten to breakfast at the expence of his enemy, or his enemy 
mi'^ht chance to sup at the expence of himself ; and he therefore determined 
to assail him-without furrber delay. Being however, from his extiaordinary 
coipulence, unable to take an active part in the conflict, he consigned his 
army, after having disposed it for battle, to the management of his brother 
Mfisekkel, a sixth of the sons of Mohilleb whose name has been rescued ■ 
from oblivion , and seated himself calmly on a chair, from which he might 
view to advantage the exenions of the combatants. After a contest of ' 
some duration, fortune declared against the Hashemite , whose army was 
entirely defeated, leaving a multitude of prisoners m the hands of the con^ 
queror. Among these was Mahommed the son of the celebrated Saud-e- 
Wokauss, to-w^hom, from bis extraordinary stature, they gave the appella- 
tion of Zil Sheytaun. He w as conveyed-to Hejauje, by whom, after suffer- • 
ing the most brutal treatment, he was condemned to lose his head.' 

Seduced by the promises, or intimidated by the threats of Hejauje^ 
Retted the prince of Kabul, in the year eighty-fouri treacherously seized 
upon the person of his guest, the unfortunate Abduriailiman the grandson 
of Aisbauth', whom he conveyed together with the remnant of his folloivers, 
for the purpose of being delivered up, towards the camp of Aumar, Pr^ 
Aumaurah, who commanded the troops on- that frontier. Watching, how<- 
ever, his opportunity, AbdUrraihman threw himself from a precipice oil the 
way, andby an immediate dissolution, frustrated the vindictive designsof his 
enemies. During the same year, liejauje, laid the foundation of Waqssits- 
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worthy of record under the year severityt. 

, of Ommeyah the son of Abdullah from th 6 

Xholaussut- governmentof Khorassaun ; which was now added by Abdulmelek, accord-- 
ul-aklibaur. ing to bur author, to the other important 'provinces already under the 
authority of the cruel H^jauje. After some ^demur, Mohilleb was 
'delegated by the latter to the government of that country , and Obaidullah 
'the son of Abi Bulckerah to that of the neighbouring territory ofSeiestaun. 

Ihe province of-Kabftl had long since submitted to become tributary to 
theMahommedan governments on thattemote frontier; but as the payment 
oT this tribute was extremely precarious, and was occasionally withheld 
^altogether, t)haidu]]ah the governor of Sejestaun, m the year seventy-nine, 
received orders from Hejauje to invade that country ; and, peremptorily, not 
tb.return until he had either completely subjugated, or destroyed the whole 
^province. In compliance with his instructions, Obaidullah accordingly 
I 'entered the territory of the pnnee of Kabul, ' whose name of Keteil* or 
‘Retpeil, would bespeak him either a Tartar or Hindu. Artfully retiring 
'before Iiis invdders until ^he had engaged them suSciently within his 
•country, this prince detached bis troops into the rear-; and blocking up the 
defiles, completely cut off the retreat of the Mahommedan army In this 
•Situation, exposed to -the danger of perishing by famine, Obaidullah con- 
descended topurchase the liber-ation of himself and followers, from the snare 
"into which he had so imprudently led thCm, for a ransom of seven hundred 
rthousand dirhems. Shorreiah thfe son of Haony, however, although at thi§ 
period more than one hundred years of age, disdained to avail himself of the 
* ignominious compromise, and bravely peiished on tire swords of the enemy. 
'ObaidulHh on his part, by depositing the stipulated ransom in the hands 
\ ’'©fRetteil’s agents, was permitted to withdraw from the country without 
‘molestation. While these events were occuning at a distance, Abdulnrelek 
\vas compelled to Contemplate tat home the horrors of a dieadful plague, 
''which, according to the Tebrian chronicle, this jeUr swept off prodigious 
mumbers of the inhabitants ofDamascus, and other parts of Syria. 

* From a similanty of form in the letters Re and Fdu, which is' familiar to the 'Persian 
reader, this name may possibly have been Vittel, Very common among the Hindis, as 
Vittledas ; Rajah Vittel perhaps. It wdl Pie seen a little further on, that the family of this 
■prince had considerable possessions iii BoHiana. It will also be recollected, that the lav?5 
of Bfidba extended at one time over a great part ofTartaiy , though the doniimon of tlrt 
(Hindfis probably have been confined within the n-ver Indw. 


^.H.LXXVnr. fiib only occurrence thought 
P* 697. eight, appears to be the removal 
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A.H.LXXXIV, 9 town situated, as the name implies,- about midway between Bassorah 
A. D’. 704. and Kiifah, on the river Tigris. 

Kholaussut- During the following year, Yezzeid the son of Mohiheb was recalled 
ul-akhbaur. from the government of Khorassaun, and imprisoned by Hejauje, by whom 
Kateibah the son of Mosslem, the Bahelite, perhaps Babelite or Babylonian, 
of whom much hereafter, was now selected to superintend in that import- 
ant province. The othei events of the year eighty-fire, thought worthy of 
record, are the death of Abdulazziz, who presided in Egypt under the 
authority of his brother; the assignment of that province by Abdulmelek 
to his son Abdullah ; and the nomination by that prince of Walid to succeed 
him in the Ithelaufut, with reversion to his second son Suliman. 

A.HXXXXVI. eighty-six, and in the middle of the month of Shavaul, 

A.D. 705 . terminated the life and reign of the Khalif Abdulmelek, at the mature age of 
7th or 8th of sixty. If we calculate from the period at which he first received the 
October, allegiance of the Synans to the day of his death, he enjoyed the tlirone of 
the Khalifs, according to the Tebrian chronicle, for twenty-one years, one 
month, and fourteen or fifteen days. But as he could not be justly consi- 
dered as entire master of the empire, until the death of Abdullah Zobair, 
in the seventy-third of the Hidjerah, his reign as sole and undisputed 
Khalif may be limited to thirteen years four months and seven days. 

We are gravely told in theTarikh guzeidah, that some time previous to 
his death, Abdulmelek dreamed that he made water four times in the pulpit 
of the Kaaubah ; which was considered, by his flatterers, as indicating that 
four of his children should be called to the imperial dignity. Neither was 
it, at any rate, contradicted by the event ; since his four sons, Walid, Suli- 
maun, Yezzid, and Heshaum, each of them successively ascended the 
throne of their father. And in truth, continues the author of the same 
work, the sovereignty of the race of Ommeyah cannot be considered as 
anything less than such a gross pollution of the sanctuary of the believers. 
Nevertheless, he cannot withhold from this prince the merit of promoting 
liberal knowledge, in the translation of the works of the Persian poets 
into Arabic, which was first encouraged under his reign. 

His birth is said to have taken place in the twenty-sixth of the Hidjerah, 
under the reign of Othman ; of whose tragical exit, at ten years of age, he 
was a spectator. In addition to the familiar appellative of Abdulwalid, 
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'fby wliich this prince may have been known in domestic iifej those who A.tl LXXXVl. 
have been inclined to treat his memory with severity, have bestowed A. D. 705. 

■ upon him the harsher names of Shaikh ul hidjaurah, or father flinty from TanUiTeb- 
his avaricious temper, and Abdulzebaub, 6r father of flies, from the ryandKhol- 
offensiveness of his breath ; which was such, that if a fly settled oti his bps, aussut-ul-akk* 

It immediately perished. He was, by four wUes, the father of sixteen 
sons and three daughters. Of his sons, four have been just mentioned. 

A fifth, Mosslemah, became very celebrated Under the succeeding reigns. 

The others, it uoiild be scarcely necessary to name He is further said 
to have had for his concubine one of the daughters of the Klialif Ally. 
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lated, t^at ndne should either he in a stale of infancy, or ineffective from old a.H.XCIU. 
-oo-e and debility. He further contracted that the ministers of his religion A.D.71S. 
should be expelled their temples, and their idols destroyed and burnt ; Tarikh 

that Kateibah should be allowed to establish a mosque in the place of the Tebr>'. 

principal temple, m w'hich, to discharge the duties of his faith , and to 
to render the pollutiou complete, to regale himself according to the usage 
of his nation. To all this, Ghhrek, w ith \vhate\er reluctance, w^as compelled 
to subscribe, and he proceeded accordingly to prepare for the reception of 
Kateibah; who at the period agreed Upon, entered Samarkand with a 
Tetinue oTfour bundled persons, selected from Ins owm relatives, and the 
principal comma’nders of his army. Hc was met by Ghurek> w-ith a 
respect bordering on adoration, and conducted to the gate of the principal 
temple, w'lnch he immediately entered , and after performing two lekkaufe 
of the iitual of his faith, directed the images of pagan worship to be 
broughtbefore him, for the purpose of being committed to the flames. From 
ih'ssome of the Turks or Tartars of Samarkand, endeavouring to dissuade 
him, by a declaration, that among the images, there was one, which if any 
person ventured to consume, that person should certainly perish ? 

Kateibah informed them, that he should not shrink from the 
■expenment, and accordingly set fire to the whole collection with his oivn 
hands* It was soon consumed to ashes, and fifty thousand meskals of gold 
and silver, collected from the nails which had been used in the workman- 
■ship of the images. Having then WMth his attendants partaken of a sump- 
tuous repast provided by Ghurek for his entertainment, Kateibah called for 
secretaries, and dictated the substance of the following treaty. 

" In the name of God^ of the merciful most merciful , these are the 
** stipulations of a treaty entered mto by Kateibah the son of Mosslem the 
Bahelite on one part, and Ghilirek the SoghdiaU on the other, in behalf 
of the cities of Samarkand, and Kesh, and Nakhshebj with the several 
places thereon -depending Videlicet. The abovenamed Ghfirek, on 
his part, engages for the immediate payment of ten millions of dirhems, 

^‘and to secure to such agents, as may be established for the purpose, an 
annual payment of twn hundred thousand dirhems."* He further contracts 
to furnish the Alahommedan general With three thousand captives, of the 

♦4,583/. 6s. 8(f. 
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H aving committed his father’s remains to the silent mansions of the 
dead, Walid succeeded without opposition to the throne of the 
Khalifs, continuing to Hejauje, with all his former powers, the govern- 
ment of Irak and Khorassaun. In eighty -seven, he removed Heshaum 
the son of Issraauil the Mekhzhmite from the government of Medeinah, 
and deputed his couzin, the virtuous Omar the son of Abdulazziz, to preside 
over that city, and its dependencies. 

Kateibah the son of Mosslem, delegated by Hejauje to the government of 
Khorassaun, had reached Meru some time in the former year, and resolved 
to signalize his administration, by extending the dominion of IsslSm into 
the neighbouring territory of the infidels. And for this purpose, having 
succeeded in animating the zeal of his followers, he assembled a competent 
force, whom he led towards the district of Talekan, He was there met 
by some of the principal inhabitants of Balkh and the adjoining villages, 
who conducted him across that branch of the Oxus. Passing that river, 
he received a deputation, with presents, from the prince or petty chief of 
Tcheghanian, and soon after from those of Ekhrfin or Ekrfin, and Shaman, 
both in Tokharestaun. And having concluded a treaty with these several 
chiefs, by which they agreed to become tributary to his government, he 
returned to Merfi. But before he recrossed the Jeyhun on this occasion, 
he found himself engaged lu hostilities with the people of Balkh, who had 
receded from their treaty with him. In the course of these hostilities, 
among the captives who fell into the hands of bis troops, was the wife of 
Bermek, the father ofKhaledben Bermek, This female was consigned to 
the share of Abdullah the son of Mosslem, the brother of Kateibah f but 
the people of Balkh shortly afterwards concluding a fresh treaty with him, 
the latter directed that the several captives should be set at large : the 
wife of Bermek declaring, however? on her departure, that she was preg- 
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A H XCIII. “ stipulated value of tu o hundred dirhems eacb,^ and to be obedient to hi's 
A D 712 “good brother Walid the son of xA.bdulmelek. Kateibab on his part reci- 
Tankh “ procally engaging to entertain no designs to the prejudice of Ghurek , to 

Tebi>-. “ adhere faithfull}’ to the conditions of the treaty ; and to continue the 

‘ sovereignty of Samarkand, with the several formalities of the ring and 
“ seal, to that prince and to his issue.” The treaty ^^^s guarantied under 
the name of the God of Mahommed , of Walid the son of Abdulmelek , of 
Hejauje and Kateibah,and finally of all the faithful. It was dated in the 
ninety-third \ear of the Hidjerah , and having been ratified by the seal of 
Kateibah, and attested by those of his chief commanders, it uas in that 
state delivered into the hands of the subjugated prince. Kateibah now 
returned in triumph to the capital of Ivhorassaun , and v. ith the customary 
fifth of the spoil, dispatched to announce to Ilejauje the success of his 
cxoedition, from vhom hereceued in return the most Qitterin? encomiums 
on the achievement of a conquest v Inch had surpassed the exertions of all 
before him. He further encouraged him to hold with a strong hand what 
God had thus bestowed upon him, and to eMuce b\ his actions that he 
was not ung'-ateful 

Accordingly, if we are to regard \^ith any attention the statement of the 
author before us, the stipulations of the treaty with the jinnee of Samar- 
kand, did not long continue to influence the conduct of Kateibah. He had 
left his brother Abdurraihman in government of the citN, with a sufficient 
garrison and every requisite ; and with instructions to suffer no infidel to 
remain within its gates longer than a ring of wet clay preserved its 
moisture on his finger ; for if it became dry before he quitted the town, he 
was to put the infidel to death without mercy, together with eveiy Turk or 
Tartar whom he saw m arms. And in these severe regulations he was to 
fail at his peril. 

In the course of ninety-three, Alu-sa either received or aflbeted to have 
received, the instructions ofITalid, to remove Tank from the government 
of Andalusia, and to establish his ow n son Abdullah the son of Alfissa m 
his place. Such at any rate is the construction which we are able to make 
of the passage of the onginal on this subject. Our author continues to 
relate that Tank having however succeeded m vindicating his conduct m 
the presence and to the satisfaction ofMussa, was by him seat to the city 
of Toleitab, or Toledo ; here said, but that is of little importance, to ba>e 

♦ 4 /. Ilf. tuf. 
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inntW ihc Arab, Alnlullab left it on lii** dcatb he’d fi'; n rbnrj:o to bi<; A.lU.NXXVll, 

Bcms, liianlu’V •^boubU'ilbcr cl.tmi l)u' child, of wlnrb ihc nnm.m ind ^ • 

nnnounced herself prepnam, or e.dl il nfh r In^ inmif . 1 n tlu me m tmie. the '1 j ;<.h 

Indy ^\ns a’siored to her lui'^hnud In the* reieu "f the Khnhf Mtio tl\ llo' Tc^ry, 

son of Ul Munvur dnw.iiiek, holli Kh \U d nnd his irnnher hennu- -uhj- » l 

to this claim on the pan of the sons of Abdullah ; but nppe nr M hn\ e h- < n 

bberalcd from il b\ the decision of tlu ir i oinn, Mc^sp in tin mn f.fIvniM- 

bail. The same Khuled, reputed ilu "on of lb run I, but ulmm, Irom 

these circnmstimcos, the author nis tii^p •'( d u» luhi >«■ ih< o'bj.nie,: i>l 

the forced mtercotirse with \bdull di, nubt,e ne: tin ptub am of n\< d’< u* , 

ttnd havint; at a subsexpn nt pi n nl t si.d»I sh> d •omH ri put iu<>ii tor iin i.umI 

skill, bv performuip a consuh rable cure (III Mo il, null ih« I'm of \bdui- 

melck, bec.iuK the fouuili r of the c< lebraied f.muK ot tin H run < d> ^ 

After uuuukI itim: Neirxk, the pt tt\ priiu i of iriii,:bi lo •■nbiu'‘-s ,,;i, 
the arms of Kateihah v\ eri' ue\t t nip1o\( d ni n n uinii r ijviirt«r; in the 
suVyugaiion ol lb' \kund, denomun'ti d the t u\ of nn u h m's, hi ri di n hIm d 
as nearest to the bmindarA of Khnr.i<s mn of tin* umns on ihi Ibbhtul, 
the river of Ibtkli 'f.i, and suuatt d on tin (d^* ol tin (bstrt. In ili< eonr>-r 
of this e\pcditu)ii he wrsesposed to rmisid, i.iMi dnnuor, Im (ninmuniri- 
tion with Kliomssaun hetm; for sona t,nu. ,ntuiK di‘-!ro\,<l Hut he 
surmounted everv ohst.iele Iw his own mimim ibb nun jndiiv and pt r-^rv tr- 
ance. The uUimait capture of Hevkuud rewardid him wnh.m iiicaUuda- 
ble booty , t\tn more tliim had liulurto f., He u into the hands ot ihc 
Mahommed.ins by the compiesi of the entire pro\inee of Khmas^ lun . nnd 

the unfortunate merthimls of the town, h.nMiig bit n nlofnt on n tradin’’ 

CMursion while ilieir eouiurv wasassadid 1>\ the ennin,an(I rmdiin: their 
habitations desolate on their return, contrihuied fiiriher to tnridi the 
invaders, by the nuisom w hich tbes paid for the roi (>\ cry ol their w i\ t s and 
children. '1 he ornaments alone, of w hi« h these women had he( n plundered, 
bemgmclteo down, produeid, m gold, one hundred nnd fifty tlioiisand 
meskais, of ,a dram and a half each. Among the uriicles of the booty, is 
also described an image of gold, ol filly thousand meskals , of which 'the 
eyes were tw’o pearls, the exquisite beauty nnd tmnpiiiudc of which 
cicited the suipnse and admiration of Katei'bah. 'Ihey were transmitted 
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been twenty days’ iourncy further witbm the Spanish or Andalusian tcrrb A H XCIII. 

torv He uas prohablv twenty d.ns in conducting his army to the walls ^ 

of that city ; and there he is said to lia%e found the table of Sulnnaii the TanUi 
sonofDaMd, enriched with gold and jewels, to an amount bcNond all Tcbry. 
human calculation. Ihis, doubtless, was the tabic of emerald, described 
by Mr. Gibbon to have been transported from the east by the Romans, and 
acquired by the Goths among the spoils of Rome. About llie same period, 
the mild and beiieioleiit Omar the son of Abdulazziz, was rcmoicd from 
the government of Medeinah, at the sug^c'^tion of IRjaiiie ; bccau'^c he 
had made too frequent complaints to the Khahf of the apprehensions, under 
which the people of Kufah and all Irak were suflering, from the Molence of 
tlicsame Hejanje and his agents. 

Kateibah was employed during the ninety-fourth of the Ilidjerah, in a A H XCIV, 
combined expedition against Khauje, or Ghaiije, and Ferghaiiah, in which A.D,712-13* 
he was assissted b\ t\\ ent\ thousand auxiliaries from Kharezm, Kesh, and 
Kakhsheb. On his arrival at Samarkand, he dispatched the latter against 
the territory of Ivhauje ; while he proceeded with his own diMSion tossards 
Ferghttiiah, by the route of Khojend, Here he appears to have met with 
considerable opposition from the natnes, but he surmounted all obstacles 
Avith his usual good fortune , and penetrating to Kashan, at this period 
represented as the capital of Ferghanah, the in habitants were compelled to 
submit to the same terms, as had been imposed upon the city ot Samarkand 
and ns dependencies. Kateibah returned again triumphant to his capital of 
Werft 

About the period of which we are now' treating, Yezzeid the son of 
Mohilleb, w ho bad been for some time held in confinement by Ilejaujo, 
and cruelly persecuted for the payment of six millions of dirhems, alleged 
to be the arrears of the rerenne ot Khorassaun, contrived to escape from 
his guards , and with his brothers, Mufuzzol and Abduhnelek, took refuge 
w ith Submaii the brother of the Khalif, in Palestine The death of Hejanje, 

■which took place shortly afterwards, may probalily' have rescued them from 

that \engeance with which he would otherwise never have ceased to 
pursue them 

Ot the many distinguished persons wdio had associated m the insurrec- 
tion of Abdunaihman the grandson of Aishauth, Samd the son of Hobatr, 
had, rendered himself particularly obnoxious to Hejanje, hr his repeated 
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^.H.LXXXVII. by him, with a fifth of the spoil, to Hejauje, together with a request that 
P- he might be permitted to distribute, to the troops, the arms which had been 
found ih the place in great prolusion. The soldiers became so enriched by 
the spoils of this wealthy city, that they puicliased arms and hoises at 
almost any price, and even fought for them among themselves , as an 
illustration of which, the author remaiks, that a cuirass, or coat ol mail, was 
valued at seven hundred dirhems^^ and a spear, or lance, at seventy 
dirhems.'l' 

In the second month of Jummaudy, of the year eighty-eight, the strong 
city of Tu^nah, probably Tyana, was captured by adivisiou of the Mahom-’ 
medan troops under Mosslemah the son of Abdiilmelek, Tbe same year 
gave birth toYezzeid the son of the Khahf Walid,. and a litlle before, that la- 
to say in the month of Sufler of tbe year eighly, Qmar Abdulazziz pro^ 
ceeded, by the Kbalif’s instructions, to the enlargement of the mosque of 
the prophet at Medeinali ; being authorized for that puipose topuichase at 
an equitable valuation, from the women of Mahommed’s family, and other 
propiietors, the contiguous dwellings, so as to give to the sacred edifice, a 
ground plan of two hundred enshj: square. A hundred artificers were sent 
by VValid from Damascus, to a,ssist in carrying on the work j but what 
appears rather extraordinary, is, that the Gieek emperor§ should have 
furnished at the request of WaUd au hundred workmen, and one hundred 
thousand rneskals of gold, to promote the undertaking j wdiile Mosslemah, 
at the head of the troops of the K,helaufut was making continual incroach- 
mentsoD his dominions ,the three towns of Constantem, Gbezzalah, and: 
Hessen ul TUrem,, being all captured from him m the course of the year. 
The following year the Mahommedao troops were again employed in the 
territories of the Greek emperor, in two separate divisions, tbe one under 
Mosslemah proceeding to the reduction of Sfiremah, described as a place 
of great strength and opulence ; and the other under Abbas tbe son of 
Wahd, to the subjugation ofErzfihah, Mamfinah, Erkula, and Keyiilah, or 
Kebulah, probably m Asia minor , but of which, the names are scarcely in 
a single instance to be recognized m the ichoograpUy of the present day, 
Mamfinah and Erkfila may, however, be Amorium, and Heraclea or Erekh. 
Jn the reduction of some of these places, Abbas is said to have experienced 
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A.l». XCV. breach t)f faith ahd allegiance. On ' the final defeat of the design in 
713. which he had engaged agamstthe aiithont^ of the tyrant, this person had 
Tarikh ■alternately removed, as the danger of seizure menaced him, from Isfahaup 
T-ebiy. to Azerbaijan, and from thence, after a residence of some years, to Mek^ 
kah, where he now remained. Previous to the arrival of Khaled the son 
of Abdullah Kesheir, from whose malevolent temper they boded him no 
“good, his friends advised him to consult his safety by removing to some 
other place. Of this precaution, however, Sauid refused to avail himself i 
declaring, that he was at last ashamed before God and man, of the fugitive 
ond Ignominious existence to which he had so long submitted , and that, 
■at any rate, he should not die before the petiod msciibedby bis creator on 
the record of his destln 3 ^ Accordingly when Khaled reached Mekkah, 
one of the earliest objects of his attention, was to apprise Hejauje that 
several of the chiefs of Irak, who had conspired against his authoiity some 
years ago, were now residing under his government. And on this, Hejauje 
wrote to Wahd to intimate, that if he saw nothing to the contrary, he 
■should request his highness’s permission to dispose of these men, in a way 
which he well knew how to prepare for them. In consequence of which, 
■orders were immediately dispatched to Mekkah, to seize the obnoxious 
persons, and Convey them to Hejauje. 

Such, however, was the veneration m which this Sauid, one of the last 
•of the survivors of the prophet’s companions, was still held by all classes of 
the people, that on his way towards Waussit, where he was to be biought 
before Hejauje, one of the guards who had him in custody, declared that he 
had been admonished in a dream, to shun the guilt of Saiiid’s blood; and 
he therefore entreated hmi to embrace the opportunity, which be now 
offered him, to make his escape. But the same resolution to abide his 
destinjq which had recently fortified him agamstthe remonstrances of Ins 
friends, now influenced him to decline the offer; and he was soon after- 
.wards conducted to the presence of Hejauje. 

As he had, when questioned as to the motives by which he had been 
-■actuated an his conduct towards Hejauje, with sufficient candour replied, 
that with other Mussulmans he had been occasionally subject to error, the 
tyrant appealed for a moment disposed to relax from his ordinary severity » 
but proceeding, in the course of the conference, to allege that'he was bound 
ttnder certain indispensable obligations to the grandson of Aishauth, the 
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hidi^nationofHejauje Mas excited'; and he angrily demanded, if on the A.HXCr 
capture of iMekUb,^vheu he had triumphed over the son of Zobair, and A,D.7K 
Inquired the allegvance of the inhal)Uants for Ahdulmelek, he Mas not innkU 
among those M-ho pledged their fidelity on that occasion. Again, M-licn Tcbry, 
he took possession of Kfifah, and required a similar pledge of submission to 
the Khahf’s authority, if he had not been equally ready to concur with the 
inhabitants of that place. And lastly, it he had not confirmed all these 
obligations, by taking him under Ins OM-n personal protection. “And. 

« couldst thou,” added Hejauje sternly, M’hen Sauul had admitted the truth' 
of the statement, “couldst thou so easily absolve th} self of thy fidelity, thus 
‘•doubly pledged to thy soyereign, to fulfil thy engagements with a 
“traitor?” Apd M'lthout further ceremony, directed the executioners of 
his vengeance to strike off his head, Mhen, strange to i elate, the head, 
though. severed from the lifeless trunk, and M'ellering on the floor, repealed, 
three- times, m a mannei to he perfectly intelligible, the former half of the 
Mahommedan creed, LutUuuh tlUllah,'* there is no God but God! 

Surprised and disconcerted by & circumstance so extraordinary, Hejauje 
gave expression to Ins feelings, by bitterly cursing that span n of a Christian 
parent, Khaled the son of Abdullah, M’hose officiousness had compelled 
him to he the witness of such an appalling spectacle; for if left to his oum 
inclinations, Sauid might still have survived, with full remission for the 
past, though he were peifecily ap^prized of the place of his abode at hlek- 
kah. In forty days from the execution of the son ofHobair, Hejauje Mas 
himself summoned before the eternal judge, to ansM’er for his misdeeds ; 
the ghastly resemblance of Sauid never ceasing to haunt Ins imagination to 
the day of Ins death. 

When th,e sickness of death had thoroughly reduced the unhallowed 
frame of ilejauje, obser\es another histor.an,* be ventured to consult aa 
astrologer whether the position of the stars, that year, prognosticated the 
demise of any person in poMer To which the astrologer replied, that a 
prince would shortly die, who either bore or had borne the appellltion of 
Kelleib , and Hejauje confessing that his mother had in his infancy been 
accustomed to address him by that name, (puppy perhaps) the astroldoer 
i^ashly declared, that the person whose death was indicated could be"no 
qther than himself. “ At least thou shall precede me,” said Hejauje, and 

^ Author of tile Kholaussut-ul-aklibuur. 



A. H. XC. Alia dangerous con 5 pirac 3 % Kateibah, the greater part of whog# 
A. D. 709. troops had already dispersed to their ordinary stations, at first dis- 
' Tarikh patched his brother Abdurraihman, to make head against the revol- 
Tebry. ters ; but followed in person, with all the troops he could collect, as 
soon as the winter was over. In the neighbourhood of T^Iekan his 
advanced guard under Abdurraihman was attacked by the insurgents, 
whom he, however, repulsed at the first onset ; and pursuing them with 
great execution, marked the progress of his vengeance by either impaling 
or hanging them on gibbets for the space of four farsangs. Proceeding to 
Meru ulrud, and thence to Btilkh, he there, as well as in the towns m the 
neighbourhood, succeeded without great difficulty m restoring bis authority. 
But, without proceeding to detail these operations at length, it is sufficient 
to observe, that this rebellion occupied the utmost attention of Kateibah 
for several months ; Jl^turek having secured himself in the inaccessible 
passes at the back of Tokharestan. From these he w^as, however, ultimately 
seduced by the address of Seleim Nausseh, a skilful agent of Kateibah’s ; 
by whom he was persuaded to quit the impregnable post, ,or castle of 
Lerouh, to which he had retired, and deliver himself into the hands of 
his master, without even stipulating for personal safety. Kateibah seemed 
•at first di'=:posed to spare him , but the orders of the inexoiable Hejaiije con- 
demned the enemy of Mussulmans, the irreclaimable apostate, to death. 
And he accordingly suffered, togethei with two nephews 'and several more 
of his family, to the number of seven, who, with him, had been thus 
betraved into the hands of Kateibah. 

A. H. XCI. In the year ninety-one, the governor of Shuman having withheld his 
A.D.709-10. tribute, and expelled the agents of Kateibah, that chieftain again passed 
the Jeyhfin ; and having killed the refractory governor ofShfiman m action, 
and reduced the town, continued his march to Kesh and Nekhsheb, and 
ultimately to Bokhara-; all of which bad embraced the opportunity of his 
absence to cancel their engagements, and were again, without much diffi- , 
culty, compelled to return to their allegiance. His brother Abdurraihman 
was now detached against Terkbfin the prince of Soghd, formerly noticed, 
whom he as easily terrified into submission, as his neighbours. Having 
once more established a nominal authority in these fertile regions, Katei- 
bah returned as usual to the capital of bis government In the mean time 
the natives of Soghd, or Sogdiana, the territory of Samarcand, lose against 
the authonty ofTerkhun; declaring that they could no longersubmit to be 



A.H.XCV. the unfortunate wizzard was ordered to be immediately dispatched by tht 
A.D. 714 . attendants. 

Tarikh This ferocious tyrant, whose memory hasbeen indeed loaded n ithsufficient 
gftzeidah. obloquy by the Sheiahs, and whom he on his part never ceased to perse* 
cute with unsparing vengeance, expired, at the age of fiity-four, about the 
twenty-fifth day of the month of Ramzaun, in the ninety-fifth year of the 
Hidjeiab.* Some time previous to his dealh he complained that his 
bowels were laceiated by dogs , and a loll of flexible silk being passed 
down his throat, by the physicians \Aho attended, it was draun up, covered 
W’lth vermin. And though it does not appear to ha\e rendered Ins go\ em- 
inent at all more palatable, it is recorded, probably as a proof of his 
boundless prodigality in the public expenditure, that among the disciples 
of the Koran, he was the first who, on one occasion, displaced a thousand 
fables for the entertainment of the people, or in a single donation disbursed 
a million of direms. 

Exclusive of those who peilshed in battle, the amount of whom could 
be estimated by him alone who knows all things, there fell by the arbitrary 
mandates of Hejauje, not less than one hundred and twenty tliousand per- 
sons f Nevertheless, in a dream, in which he is said to have appeared to 
some one a short time after his death, he is made to declare, that, though 
for each on this numerous list of the victims of his fury, divine justice uas 
satisfied with inflicting on him the punishment ofa single death ; yet tlutfor 
the execution of Sauid alone, he was condemned to suffer seventy times 
the agony of dissolution J There were, after all, found in the different 
prisons of his government, when providence thought fit to relieve mankind 
from his oppressions, no less than thirty thousand men, and twenty 
thousand women ; many of these confined in that species of prison 
invented by himself, without roof, in which, alternately exposed to the 
scorching rays of the sun, and the vicissitudes of cold heat and ram, the 
unhappy victims were left to suffer under every variety of pain and 
wretchedness. 

To the execration in which be w'as universally held by the subjects of 
his authority, Hejauje was not entirely a stranger. One day while passing 
through a piece (.f ground in the neighbourhood of jMedemali, he observed 

^ June 13rh, A, D. 714. t Tankh Tcbry. t Kholaussut-ul-al libaur. 
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governed bv n prince ^^b^ bad so cb.gmccfully comprom..ctl the honor of A H. Xd. 
Lscountrv'in the bumdraUng ireanes vsbich he had concluded ^^.lh tljcir ^ ; 
barbarou/nnaders , that Ins age liad moreover rendered In*; government TnnU. 
no longer desirable to them ; and that they ncrc determined to elect Icbrj. 
another m his stead. A pnnee or chief, of the name of Ghhrck was 
accordingly substituted for the deposed sovereign , who not tinrensnnably 
reinarUuV. that blood must be the inscpar.iblc eonromitnnt of the loss of 
empire, nnincdiatclv forced himself on the point of his ^word. 

The same >enr Walid removed his uncle Mahommed the son of Mer- 
vvaun, from the government of dc 27 Cimh, or I'pjior Mesopotamia, which 
he now bestowed on his brolbor Mosslcmali : while be deprived bis other 
brother, Abdullah, of the government of Egv pt, to bestow it on Kermb 
the son of Shcrcik. In the course of the same year, the Kbalif paid a 
visit to the two sacred cities, during which, he conferred the government 
of Mckkah on Abdullah Kcshciry , with whom it continued to the dcallt 
ofWahd. 

In the course of mnetv-tvvo, Mosslcmali, and his nephew Omar the son ^ 
of Wahd, were again employed against the tcnitory of the Greek emperor, A.D.rio-iJ, 
in vvliicli they added to former conquests, by tlic reduction of three more 
towns or fortresses, of winch, the names arc not recorded. But wliat 
rendered this v ear most memorable, though but shgbily noticed by our anti* 
quated original, was the passage into Spain of the troops of the Kbclanfut, 
under Tank, by some authors represented as the sou ofZniaud ; probably 
the same Zeiaiid so distinguished as the reputed half brother of M.unveiali. 

However that may be, we learn from the manuscript before ns, that he was 
opposed in the field by Retouk, or Hiitrik, the prince of the countrv’ 
descended from the ancient monarchs of Persia , most probably adverting 
to the Gothic origin of king Roderick. And that after an arduous conflictf 
of which, the king seated on Ins throne was a spectator, tin? Arabians were 
ultimately victorious , the monarch being killed on the field of battle, and 
Andalusia, and an immense booty, becoming the reward of the conquerors* 

An event, whieh the reader wall find more paiticularly described bv the 
rapid and eloquent pen of Mr Gibbon. Anothernnportant occurrence which 
nder the ^ ear ninety-tw o, is the reduction^ of the island 

Ktolaussut-ul-alvbbaur. 
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employed in the cnlture of the soil; with \^hnm, entering into 
conversation, he asked him, anning other questions, what sort of a man he 
considered H»jau.te tobev 1 he peasant, ignorant of tlie person to whom 
he V- as addressing himself, ver) liluntly replied, that he was a profligate and 
flagitious miscieant. “ Knowest thou me ” said Hejatye , “ perhaps not,” 
replied the peasant, “ 1 am liejaiye,” extl.nmed the tyiani.” “ And I,” 
'added the peasant with consideiablo presenre of mind, “ kiioivst thou who 
“ I am >” “ No,” said Hejauje ‘ “ \ am,’' proceeded the other, one of 

« the clients of the unfortunate house of Zobair, among my other afflictions, 
“ subject to a derangement ot iiUelkcts for three days in the tear. To 
my misfortune, that on whirh we hate met is , one of those days.” 
Smiling at the piomptitudeof the icpl\, l^ejatyc quilted him without fur*‘ 
ther notice. On Ins death bed he also ajipears to have been haunted with 
a similar cunostl) on this subject , and he employed one of Ins confident 
tial servants to collect from the conversation of the people their opinion 
of his character. He had the consolation to learn, that, if there was 
■a finger’s breadth in hell, it tvoukl be reserved for Hejauje, 

Among the cucumstances recorded under the ninely-filth of the Ilid* 
jerali, we find the birth of Abdullah the son of Ally, and great grandson of 
Abdullah Abbas, at a subsequent period sufficiently celebrated under the 
title of Abu Jaufler, or more contemptuously of Abu dow'anik ul Mapsilr,* 
the second Khalit of the house of Abbas ; and a mortality at Bassorab, 
which earned off, to the number Of three hundred a day j followed by an 
earthquake, the shocks of w-fiich were repeated for forty dajs successively .-(■ 
There appears, however, to have been one person in the empire, to 
whom at least, the death of Hejauje became a matter of serious resret. 
And this was the able and warlike subgovernor of Khorassaun, whose 
interests he had ever strenuously promoted; and who received the intelli- 
gence of that event, while engaged m a fresh expedition to Complete the 
reduct-on of the territory of Khauje. He returned straight to Merfi 
deeply lamenting his loss j having frequently expressed his conviction that 
w'hile his patron lived, he should never have reason to be tired of exist- 
ence, He was, however m some degree consoled on his arrival atMeru 
♦ Or Ul Manaor, t Tankh Tebry and j^zeidah. 
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A.H.XCIIt. ofSerdabali, Serdanah, or Sardinia, achieved by M6ssa the son ol* Nez^eif, 
A.D.71 1-12. one of the vassals of Walid. ' * 

^ Tarikh After noticing the capture of Semeitah, Seleitah, and Hessen ul jedeid* 
Tebjy. all in the territory of the emperor of Constantinople, which took place 
during the year tiinety-ihree, the former by Abbas the son of Walid, and 
the two latter by IMosslemah, we are led to accompany the proceedings of 
Kateibah ; by whom the Mahommedan troops were conducted in the 
course of this year into the province of Khorezm. The legitimate sover- 
eign of the country at this period bore the name of Jeyfal or Jeyfan ; uho 
tv'as induced to call in the aid of foreign force, by the usuipation, violence, 
and profligacy of a younger brother, of the name of Khbrzaud. As Jeyfal 
had engaged to become his vassal, if Kateibah succeeded m destroying his 
brother, the invitation was cheerfully ' accepted ; and as Kateibah had 
already assembled his tioops for ati expedition against the infldels, the 
messenger who returned into Khorezm with his reply, aV as instructed to 
circulate the report, that he was marching into Sogdiana Lulled into 
security by such a report, Khurz^d neglected the means of defence; and 
betook himself with his followers, to the indulgence of bis debauched 
habits, until Kateibah w'as announced to have encamped at Hazaurasp, 
one of the principal towns of Khaiezm. He became then awaie of the 
correspondence between bis brother and the iniader , and would have put 
the former to death had he not been apprehensive of the disposition of his 
soldiers; be therefore assembled bis adherents, and came to Medemet ul 
fell, the city of elephants, another of the cities of Kharczm ; Jeyfal, 
delivering Hazaurasp, and tivo other asps, or towns of bis dominions, into 
the hands of Kateibah, on whose piotection be immediately threw' himself. 

Terrified at the contemplation of dangers, against which he w'as so little 
prepared, Khflrzad dispatched to propose an accommodation with Kateibah , 
who announced to him in reply, that if he made his peace with Ins brother 
he had nothing toapprehend from himself On this, declaring that afterall he 
could ‘but die, Khura^d chose the latter extremity rather than submission to 
to the mercy of a brother. And w ith tins resolution he came to give battle to 
Kateibah. Thevictoiydid iiutlongremain insuspense He fell into thehr nrls 
of his enemies, and was put to death b\ the orders of the Araiiian general , as 
were the w hole of his adherents w'ho could be collected together, (o appease 
the yet unsated vengeance of Jeyfal. Kateibah then entered Medeinct 



.A'M. XCV.' hy tbe letters which he received from Walid, assoriii^'hlm, that Tiig'distifiK 
guished services against the enemies of bis foiih, were well known to InV 
Jsnkh '-sovereign, who would not cease- to promote his welfare and aggrandi^^ 
•T«lJiy. 'ment ; that it was expected he w-onid continue his exertions for the glory 
of Issl^, with entire confidence in the favor of the vicar of God; and 
cbargmg'bim at the same time, as usual to be punctual in his correspoiK 
dence, that the ^halif aught,^ on all occasions, be apprized Of his 
proceedings. 

'I'owards tbe conclusion of his reign, Wahd became desirous Of frusttaU 
A.H.XCVI. ii^g the claims of his brother Sfiliman to the Succession, and of seeming 
A.D.715. ,4; for his ovvn son Abdulazzfz. And for this purpose, having failed m 
some former applications, he was proceeding on a journey to visit hiS 
brother, to obtain his concurrence,, when he Was suddenly taken ill, and 
died on a Tuesday in 'the middle of the first month of Junlmaudy,'* Of the 
year ninety-six , at tlie age of foity-five, and after posSsessing theKhelaiifiit 
for a peridd^Of nine years and three or four months.. According to the 
Syrian writers, this monarchy in ability and intellectbnl endowments, was 
not surpassed by any of the princes of the honse of Ommeyah. Of Ins 
magnificence,, the noble structure of tbe mosque of the Bcnni Ouimeyali 

Oamascus, and the re-edification and enlargement of thatof the prophet 
at Medeinlah may be cited as splendid proofs.*)^ Another ascribes to him. 
the rebuilding of the temple of Jerusalem? if that plate is always to be 
understood by tbe appellation of Mesjide aksy,:|: The moSqne at Medei-. 
nah he decorated with marble pillars transported from Damascus, and a 
roof either of ebony, or of the Sauje or Sabin 'tree. Aud in the construc- 
tion of that of Damascus, exclusive of the valuable materials contributed 
by foreign princes, he is said to have expended six millions of dmalirs of 
goId‘§ Many also vVere the hospitals which he bmlt'fdr the reception of 
the Sick, and the 'stranger, in xvbich he set an excellent example to those 
who came after him. 

We have already noticed the ebuquesta in Spain, and the countries 
beyond the Oxus, uhicli were achieved imder the reign of Walid. It 
also appears that a portion of Hindustaun, probably that lying towards the 
delta of the Indus, was annexed to the territory of IsSiSm under this reign, 
by Maliomraed the son of AbuJ Kessern, one of the vassals ofiJejaujc, 

* End of January. ■}■ KhoJaussut-ul-aklibaur. 
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tc\\, \wvlng rccciNcd from his nlly, in mnipcnsntion for his nssistoncc, n 
humirocl capluos .\nt\ one luindvori ihous'.uul sails of apparel. JoNfal now 
n\ed his resulence nt Vhc last inonliomHl 'iiN , hni ns ihe prince of the 
nvljouiuiV!: terniorN of Jnwinjcrrl had nnnoNcd him hy {rerjiiciil imstdilics, 
he availed hiinsoif of the presence ofKatoibah to put nn end to nil futuic 
ilicoiiN cniencc from tliai (piartor Ahdntraihman the hri'tiher of Kuleihah 
proceeded against the clue. f of .(aiin'ierd, Uilltd him m hatlle, and look 
peisscs'^von <if the coiimrv i after which he returned to Kateihah, with four 
ihetiisand prisoners, all of whom were erne IK put to de'ath hy that 
commander, who appears to have partaken, in an cmini'iil degree, in the 
'l8anguiiiar\ disposition of Ins prineipnl 

Whilst he vet remained at Mulemel ul ft il. after adinsimc: the concerns 
of the Rharo 7 mian, it was siiegtstcd to Knleihah that if he was tle-irons of 
twengi.ig hunst-lf Ml the people of Soglid and Samarkaiul, for their recent 
breach ol treats and eiepo^'iion of Ins tributary, he cemlil not avail linnst'lf 
of a fairer opporivimtN than the present ; when he was at a distance of 
ten da\s j<uiriiej from that celebrated capital ’lliis des'gn lie miiiiedi- 
nlely determined to oxeeiitc , and IiaMiig taken the precnntioii to conceal 
It under the most prolomul secicsN, he sent for liis brother .Mnlurrailiman, 
and directed linn to pul his tamp cijmpagc in motion towards Mcru* 
Abdutraihinan acoordmgK put those orders m execution , and had himself 
proceeded a day's march w till the army, when he received u letter from 
his brother, desiring him to quit the ha^nnsc and heavy efjuipments, and 
W'lth all Ills cavalrv and infantry, immediately to lake the route of .'^ogdi- 
arta, w ithoul confiding his mstructions to any person whatever, and that 
be should himself be with him at a moment’s warning. In the mean 
time he apprized his followers on the "pot, of the provocations v\ Inch he 
had received from the people of Samarkand and the cironmjacenl tcrniorv 
in wathhoidmg from him the stipulated tribute, and in deposing tlieir law ful 
chief. He therefore called upon them to hasten wnh him to cliasii/e this 
perfidious breach oftieaty, declaring, that he was bni little apprehensive of 
the event He then led them directly towards the terhtory of Soghd, and 
invested the city of Samarkand , his broiher Having ainved there four days 
before him, at the head of twenty thousand men. It has been already 
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We furlliet learn that Walid was the first who introduded' intb the A.H.XCVt, 

architecture of his mosqties, the slender structure of the minaret, for the A.D- 7 i^ 

purpose of announcing the hour of prajerv And yet we are told that the rankh 
m-ijonty of historians have recorded this pnnce as a monsterof oppression'; Ttbiy. 
-and bearing as well in name and drspositiom a striking rescmblarrce to the 
worst of the Pharaohs. He left nineteen sons, two of whom, Ibrauhiiw 
Olid Yezzeid, at a remote period ascended the throne of the Khahfs. 

SutiMAK the soti of Abdulm^lek, seventh Khnlif of the house of Om- 
meyah, is said to have succeeded to the empire, and to have received tlie 
homage of his suly eels on the very day of his brotlier’i> death ; notunth- 
ntanding the exertions which had been making ili favor of Ins nephew* 

The first measures of his government were to confer upon Yczzeid the son ^ ^ 

ofMohilleb, whom he had uniformly protected against his brother, the oft],ei,ouse 
iieutenancy of Irak, and to substitute a more moderate and equitable class bfOmmc3'a[t, 
•of men, to the severe and oppressive tox gatherers of Hejauje; from the 
effects of whose urannical administration, the inhabitants do not appear to 
have been hitherto relieved. 

Ashe appears to ha\e subscribed to the arrangeniertts of the late Kha- 
Tif for the exclusion of his brother, Kateibah experienced considerable 
alarm u hen the accession of Shliman was announced to him; and he 
conducted his troops without delay, across the river of Balkh, a principal 
branch of the Jeyhun frequently so called, u ith the design of foriifymg Sam- 
arkand. for the security of his family. When lie had, however, passed that 
river, he directed his march towards Kashghar, here stated to be the 
nearest city of the territory of Khoten. The pniice of Khoten mformed’of 
bis approach, immediately sent a messenger to request that he would 
depute one of lus principal commanders to hiS presence ; m order to reply 
^to certam.mquines which he should propose, and particularly to explain 
to him.tlm doctrines of his religion. Not unwillingly availing himself of ' 
this overture, Kateibah selected, from among his followers, twelve of the 
most remarkable for their martial appearance and'powers of elocution ; and 
having furnished them with arms, appointments^ and apparel, m a style of 
singular magnificence, he dismissed themvfbr their journey, chargm*. their 
leader, who happened to be Hobairah'the Mlaubite, distinguished for eJo^ 
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^A.H.Xcm. observed that a previous revolution had placed the country under the- 
authorityofapnnceofthenameof GhArek, who had succeeded to the 
Tankh former ciuel’ called Terkhhn. 

Tcbry. After contending in daily conflicts witb their besiegers for some time, 
without the gates of the town, the garrison of Samarkand were heard'one 
day to expostulate with the Arabs from their ramparts, on the inutility of 
those toils and dangeis to which they were exposing themselves ; for they 
were assured in the writings of their forefathers, that their city wasmot ta 
be subjugated, but by a person whose name implied the pack saddle, or- 
dorsersx)fa camel. The circumstance, coming to the ears of the general 
of the Mosslems, he immediately gave the usual cry of triumph, Allahh- 
akbaV, his name of Kateibah bearmg m the idiom of the A^abs that 
express signification. He therefore encouraged his followers by such an 
, assurance of success, to redouble their exertions against the enemy. Thcr 
prince of Sarmakand had, however, dispatched to solicit the aid of the peo- 
ple of Auje, a neighbouring Tartar city, whom he summoned ta his 
support on consideiations of. mutual safety , since there could be httle 
expectation that when masters of Samarkand, the Arabs would forbear to. 
extend their usurpation further mtoTaitary. Thiapeople hastened there- 
fore to.the assistance of their neighbours, whom they desired to occupy the 
attention of their besiegers, while they should endeavour to make aa 
attack upon them in the night. But the vigilance of Kateibah was not to 
be eluded by an ordinary stratagem, he obtained intelligence of the design. 
The enemy fell into an ambuscade which he laid for tliem on their 
approach, and were defeated with great loss , and the Arabs pursuing them 
m their flight, were left to possess themselves of a vast booty, in ai;ms and 
horses, and collars of gold, with which they returned m safety to their 
general. 

A breach was, however, at last effected m the walls of the city, by the 
wailike machines of Kateibah ; and some of the most daring of its defenders. 

: having fallen by the skill of his archers, the besieged demanded a cessatioit 
of arms to the following day, when they promised to capitulate. The 
request was acceded to by Kateibah, and a treaty was the next day 
accordingly concluded between him and the prince of Samarkand, by 
which the latter engaged for the anti udl payment of ten millions of dirhems, 
and a supply of three thousand slaves ; of whom it was particularly sUpa'^ 

* 223,l66i, 13s. id. ' 
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quenoe and superiorsapncity, to ac<juaint the prmoe, or monarch'ofKhoteD, 
that he had sworn not to draw back until he had trodden under foot the soil 
of his country ; until he had bound m chains the necks of his noblest sub- 
jects; and rendered them tributary to his authority. 

Hobairah with his associates proceeded accordingly into Khoten, and was 
shortly after his arrival summoned to the presence of the prince At this 
moment they had just been enjoying the luxury of a warm bath: but it 
was determined that they should make their first appearance, habited as 
they then were, m white linen vests and mantles, with slippers on their feet. 
In this guise they were admitted to the palace, or pavilion of the prince of 
Khoten, by whom they were directed to seat themselves. After a reason- 
able interval they quitted the presence without having uttered a sellable 
to any one. When they had withdrawn, the prince demanded of his 
ministers what ideas the appearance of these men had impressed upon 
their minds; they observed, that like their language, their characters Were 
yet a mystery to therp. The next day they were summoned to another 
audience, and they now presented tliemslyes m habits and turbans of silk, 
of the richest and most delicate texture , still preserving, however, the same 
unaccountable and obstinate silence, and were again dismissed in the 
same manner ; the courtiers acknowledging to the prince that this their 
second appearance seemed to bespeak something more of humanity than 
the first. The third day, however, when sent for to repeat their visit, 
they equipped themselves in all the trappings of martial pride; and helmeted 
and availed from head to foot, with scimitars to their sides, lances in hand, 
and bows slung to their shoulders, they presented themselves mounted on 
stately chargers at the entrance of the palace. The impressions received 
from their present appearance were extremely difierent from what bad been 
formerly experienced. The pnnce beheld their approach even at a distance 
with terror and alarm, and directed that they should withdraw before they 
had beeu suffered to seat themselves, as they had been hitherto permitted 
to do. “ To day,” said the prince, addressing himself to his courtiers, 
“ how do these strangers, appear in your eyes Heaven is witness,” 
“ answered they, “ that in intrepid mien and equipment for battle, such 
“men have never before attracted our notice.” 

The prince of Khoten now sent to desire that one of the most intelligent 
of their number, might attend his presence ; and the choice falling of 
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oourse on Hobairab, that chief proceeded accordingly to the palace. A.HXOT, 
“ Thou bast witnessed,” said the prince, addressing himself to Hol)airan on 
his admission, “ the magnitude of my dominion, and the uncontrouiable Tankh 
“ fexient ot my rovai authority ; both thy associates and thyself arc placed Tcbry, 

“ entirely at my discretion, and there is no human power that can interfere 
“ to screen you from my resentment. Attend to my words. I shall ask 
<• thee a few plain questions, to which, if thou answerest not with truth and 
sincerity, thou and thy associates^ shall surely die. ‘ Say on, said 
Hobairah. “ To what am 1 to ascribe,” the prince proceeded to demand, 

“ that diversity of appearance under which you exhibited your persons on 
‘iM he three occasions, on which you were summoned to my presence ? 

'' On the first day,” replied Hobairah, ‘ we came before thee m the habits 

in which we are accustomed to visit our women and children. The 

< 

seound day we appeared as we present curselves to our princes and other 
♦'great men. And the thud day we appeared before lliee in the 
garb and equipmept with winch we march to combat our enemies. 

In some degree surprised at the singularity of the circumstance, the 
prince confessed that the e^pedifent was not unworthy of his approbation. 

But he desired that Hobairah and his associates would immediately 
return, and charge the general to withdraw from his frontier ; for that he 
■was not a stranger either to ins inordinate ambition, or to tlie extent of hia 
resources ; otherwise he might be constrained to employ those against him 
who would not fail to overwhelm with destruction, both himself and all 
his followers. “ What sort of a man he is,” observed Hobairah, his 
“friends, at this distance, will not pretend to discuss , but that Kateihab 
“ has ambition, his numerous conquests too loudly proclaim, even tbouo'b 
he had forborne to come thus far m search of fresh victories at thy 
expence. It may however be necessary to apprize thee that the threats 
death can avail but little with men, who are persuaded that each has 
“ his day appointed, and of which thfey entertain neither horror nor alarm. 

“ After ail,” resumeo the prince, “yon may be disposed to advise me of the 
“ steps which I ought to pursue, in order to appease and conciliate this 
“ formidable chieftain. At any rate I am permitted to inform you,” replied 
Hobairah, that be has solemnly sworn, not to retire until he has accom., 

“phshed three points,” which the delegate accordingly repeated, to the 
prince. “Eromthe obligation of this oath,” proceeded the prince of B^hoten,, 
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tion to blind Katcibfib to tbc danj:cr<i by which he wns menaced to the A.ft.XCT! 
very last montrni , when, after eluding several messages dispatched to 
require h.s attendance, the alarming truth became at once disclosed by the Tat.kh 
appearance ot Oukia, at the gates of h.s palace, at the head of eighty thou- Tcbr;. 
sand tolloxvers, cv- ry instant increased by tbc traitors, and other malcoh- 
tenis, who hastened from every quarter to join in the attack. Hussauri 
Bonty, with the Persian mow ahes, appeared at first disposed among th6 
detenders of the palace ; but the moment he pcrcencd his opportunity, he 
hastened to fulfil his engagements, and with the whole of his followers, 
w'entoverto the insurgents. In the same manner Katcibah perceived 
himself gradually abandoned by the wnolc of his troops ; and his gallant 
brothers and thetr sons, to the number of cloven, having alternately 
perished in his defence, he was at last left entirely alone. The Ezdi- 
ans and Benni Bukker no longer restrained by opposition from within, 
rushed on, and cutting the cords bj which tbc bangings of tbc state apart- 
ments w'ere suspended, they discovered the person of Katcibah, seated in 
sullen majesty on his throne. The unhappy chief was immediately Iransi 
fixed by an arrow' from the Jiand of one of liis assailants, while another 
with his scimitar put a period to his cMstcnoc. His head was soon after- 
wards laid before Oukia, and by him, as usual, transmitted to the presence 
of Suiiman ; wdio doubtless rejoiced at an eicnl by w'hicb the go\ernnicnt 
ofKhorassaun was with so little difficulty restored to bis nuiliority. 

Nevertheless, when it was announced to the Persians that Katcibah had 
thus fallen, they, rather tardily, discovered their veneration for his character^ 
by affirming that had he been one of them, his remajns inclosed m an ark* 
should have constantly preceded their armies, os the sure pledge of success 
and glory. Neither is it denied that the exploits and victories of Kateibah, 
in the goverument ofKhorassaun, were of an extent and magnitude wdlich 
seldom fall to the lot of any individual. Accordingly, as if the exit of such 
an illustrious chief could not be entirely dismissed, without some circum-i 
stance approaching to the marvellous, we are further told, that a company 
of men stationed on the borders of Irak, observing astranger coming along 
the road, staff n baud, and in other respects equipped like a traveller, they 
demanded whence became and what news' He told them that he wa» 
from Khorassaun, and if it was of any importance to them to hear, Kateii 
bah had been put tade^th the day before. Berceiving their surprisq and 



A.».XCY?. “ I trust that I haye found! an expedient to relieve him. It needs only to 
A: D; 715. «^_eDcJ hitp a small pprtion of earth from this my capital, whereon to placo 
“ his fpqt ; anf|,he becomes absolved of that part of his oath. l*or the rest 
Tebiy, “.a ^pup of my owm children shall accompany you to rrcene from his 
hand^ the igaorainious badges of subjugation. And with respect to 
“money, I will engage to furnish you with what wall be sulliciciit to 
satisfy his utniosl avarice.” Then calling for a golden tray, he caused it 
tp be coTCred w-ith eartli, taken from th^ spot, and delivered to Ilobairah 
and his associates ? whom he now^ disrpissed w’lth sumptuous and splendid 
dresses for tbenrselves, and h vast assortment of silken suits, with money 
in proportion, to be presented to their general; accompanied, as he had pro- 
posed, by four of the piinces of the loyal race of Khoten. Thus far 
spccessfpl in their mission, the delegates now' returned to Kateibah ; and 
'the tribute being satisfactorily received by that general, tlie four printes, 
af^er submitting to the degrading formality to which they were destinrtl, 
were sent back in safety to their country ; Kateibah having first appeased 
Ips conscience m their presence, by treading on the soil of their native cilj. 
After which he, once more, retraced his steps to Meru. 

The apprehensions of Kateibah, with respect to the views of the new 
Khalif, were iu the mean time not without sufficient grounds, since il wns 
ipipossibie for Svlliman to dismiss from his recollection, that he and licjanjo 
vv;ere the only, chiefs, throughout the empire, w ho could be jirovailed on to 
opncurwith Waltd lu the design to exclude liiin from the sucrcssion. 
Another no less powerful cause of alarm was the delation of Yez/eid the 
son of Mohillcb to the highest dignities under the authority orSfilirnnii; 
and every object of Yezzeid’s ambition was know 11 to be cnneciitr.ited la 
the provinceof Khorassaun. Besides, ihe austere rigour with which, iii con- 
currence with his patron Kateibah, he had prosecuted the clum)‘. againit 
the familv of Moliilleb, had rendered him particulnily obnoxious to idl 
that race. He had therefore, at an early period, takc*n the precaution to fu 
at Neyshapur, on the high road to Irak, those iii whom lie could confhh , to 
forward immediate intelligence of the proceedings of Y»’zzcid. And he 
was nccordinglv soon apprized of the appointment ofthatclncf fotlieuoK ru* 
mentof Irak . on winch heimmcdiatelj drow’theconcluMOn, tint tint of lvln>r- 
a^«ann would at no dntant int( real he added bj the pnrlinbf} of Ins ‘.ni < n i';n. 
He Uicrcfore determined to anticipate the event, by jnepanug to rcurt- 
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A,H.XCVI. disbelief of wtiat he said, he demanded in his turn, if they had any con- 
A. O. jecture, how far he had travelled since the preceding night. And when 

Tankh they told him, that they could not pretend to say, he added, “ only from 

Tebry. « Africa,” and continued his journey ; but conceiving that he sported with 
their credulity, they set off in pursuit of him, as fast as their horses could 
gallop ; he parted from them, however, with the speed of an arrow, though 
on foot, and like an arrow instantly disappeared. 

A.H XCVII narrative now enters into the ninety-seventh year of the Hidjerah, 

A.D. 715-16. tbeKhalif Shliman dispatched a powerful armament, under his brother 


Mossleraah, to lay siege to the imperial city of Constantinople; with orders 
not to withdraw from before that capital, until he was master of it. At 
the same time, that he might be at hand to promote the success of the 
enterpnze, he removed his own residence to a town called Danek, near 
Kunserein, the ancient Syrian Chalcis. Having already reduced the for- 
tress of Hessen Ayuf, in the course of the preceding year, Mosslemah 
accordingly now presented his army without further opposition before the 
gates of Constantinople. His troops had been previously instructed to 
furnish themselves with two months’ provision, with which they loaded 
their horses ; and this he now further directed them to lodge together in one 
enormous and mountain-like pile on one side of his encampment. They 
next received instructions to provide themselves with habitations of wood, 
and to prepare the ground for tillage, since they were destined to lemain 
there for the winter. And here accordingly they did remain, occasionally 
subsisting themselves on the plunder of the countries adjacent, until the 
period of harvest ; when they secured a pretty ample supply fiom the pro- 
duce of their own labour. 

In the mean time the fame of his former victories had rendered Mosslc- 
mah, and his troops, extremely formidable to the degenerate descendants of 
the ancient masters of the world. And under these circumstances, Alcifin, 
the name by which the emperor Leo the Isaurian, is distinguished by the 
Asiatics, thought fit to try the effect of a negociation with liis besiegers , and 
for this purpose he dispatched a message to Mosslemah, rcijuesting that 
he would send a person into the city, to hear t’ertain proposals which he 
had to communicate. In consequence of this application, a chief of the 
name of Hobairah proceeded to confer with the Greek prince , ^^hom 
'find at the opening of the ihterview, ratlicr absurdly', taxing the 
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'into KhSrefta, Where fie BW ^cS^iW^ed Ifb' ^ce 'M d '|)6^ute o^ A'.?i.xdvj.^ 

defence fefgiiTDst the attfifcks o'f'hrs'eif^tfi^eS.. ^ ^ . 

Before ht! earned tms deiigh iBto ’exei'ift16h,'hoW4vdfc,'!C4Veif>ih*e8^fived 
to fabricate a letter from Suliman to himself t in which’ the Klialif was made 
to state, that being imp'ressed with an frfesistible c'dhviBtibn, that' the city 
of Constantinople was destined to bpeti its gates to one 6^ the princes of 
the race of Ommeyab, who should ebnvey from tbehce, that which wa5- 
describfed to be the Skirt, or remnant of the apparel of tho first parents of 
ihankind ; and that tnlsting that Alihigbty God had selected huh for his 
instrument to sobjugate the city of the Caesars, he had 'determined ta 
march against it m person. “ In the ihean tmih,^’ the Khalif is made to 
add, “ when tbis letter reaches thee, th'o'u art Teq’hirdd *\Vi'thouL delay to 
« enter Ferghaiiuh, afed from th'enhe lo fii^dheed into IChhtbn ; where it is 
expected that thou Wilt exert the utmost of thih’e accustomed activity 
“ and diligence : of thy zeal arid' lo^alt^ I have long been \felL apprized^ 

“ arid I only look; fonvard to aa oppbfturiity of ra'isirig th'ee to the highest 
“ dignit} near my own person.” KateiBafr ’cailrid Kis followers' together^ 
and communicated to them the coritents of this fahricatiori ; alt tlie same 
lime directing them to hold themsfelWs iB' ihimeHiath tea^m^SS to proceedx 
on the eXpeditibil. 

By srime means or otbfer, mformation of his plhris was conveyed to Suli**- 
man , by whom letters were niiriiedlateiy tran^itted to febal Bis mlriiis^ter^ 
wlia had proceeded to adjust some of his- concerns rit Ba^brah., Oa 
repairing to the presence ofhis sovereign, the latter addre^secl the son of 
Mohilleb in these-terms “ Wli^tl have tb'coriimi/n'icatb'it' this, ‘^featei-. 

^ bah has taken the' alarm at the idea.thkt tbod art to shpei%'de him in'the' 

‘ government of KhoraSsauri. My advice is, th’at a letter' he urimedraliely 
" written to express an entUe apptohation'df all his dffrihgfements'fbr the* 

« expedition agaiiftt fergb^h , enjbinitig himat: tii’e'samhtlriie nbi'to lik've 
“ that country, until tli'e rihole of it's for tresses ’ am m‘ bis 
‘ absohute possession.. Xliou Wilt, however,, instfrict the 
«whomthecDnV,eyanceof this letter is entrusted; to anhourice tb the- 
» troops of Khoras^auu that the Kharif has added one huhdm% d'lrhems*- 
“ each to the customary dou^fion onfrhe cbmmeucement oTa neV'remn - 
‘‘and that he has moreover granted them permission to rfetrte mheirYa^i’ 

"hes, whenever they find themselves disposed to a%ail 

About 2/^5'. 10«J, 
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Mahommednns their folly, in appeasing the calls of hunger without A'W XCVn 
scruple, with any thing that fell in their way: to all which, with their 
other inconveniences, he alleged that they had been condemned by S&h- TnnUi 

man, in order to humble t hem by every species of degradation. » IVe are 7* 
“men,” replied Hobairah, “^^ho learn, from the study of our religion, 
“obedience to the will of our sovereign.” “Thou liast truly said,” 
observed Aleihn ; “ the same religious opinion is the cause of those hostiii- 
“ ties which subsist between us , and perhaps the contest may be brought 
“ this day to a termination. However, if thou wilt undertake to promote a 
“ conclusion so desirable, I will engage to pay a contribution of onedinaur 
“ in thirty, if the Mahommedans can be persuaded to raise the siege.” 

With this proposal Hobairah returned to Mosslemah, by whom it was 
immediately rejected , and the negoci.ator repairing once more to the city, 
acquainted the emperor Leo with the failure of his mission : palliating the 
refusal, however, by an apology so extraordinary, that it is scarcely possible 
to believe he was serious. For he represents that when he proc'^eded to 
communicate the proposal of the Greek prince to Mosslemah, he found 
him retired to sleep, after an immoderate meal in which he had been brut- 
jilly indulging himself; and that when heatvoke, he appeared so overcome 
with phlegm, and the torpor of indigestion, that it was impossible to make 
him comprehend what was said to him. 

The patricians, and other principal inhabitants of the city proceeding 
however to threaten their emperor with immediate degradation, if he did 
not, by some means or other, contrive to relieve them from the presence of 
Mosslemah, the Greek prince dispatched another message to acquaint the 
Mahommedan general, that a notion prevailed in the town that it was not 
his design to engage in direct hostilities ; but to pass away the time until 
his stock of provisions was consumed. He therefore ventured to make the 
extraordinary request that he would set fire to his magazine,, and that he 
would then immediately put him in possession of the city. But wliut is 
equally extraordinary, we find that Mosslemah did not hesitate to comply 
with this request, by immediately burning his provisions , to the infinite 
gratification of the besieged, who were thus encouraged to defend thera- 
-selves witbgreatef ardour and confidence; while their assailants were 
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X.H.XCVI. “such an itidiilgence. For the soldiersj must be doubtless fenkious tl 
D. 715. “ revisit their homes, after a tedious absence , atid as this would be patti- 
Tarikh “ cularl\ inconvenient to Kateibah . at such a crisis, he will necessarily 
l'ebry4 ‘‘oppose their inclinatic ns, \^hlch in all probability must produce on 
“ their part an ininiediare mutiny against his authority.” 

, In conformity to the instructions thus imparted by his sovereigri, Yfezeid 
dispatched a letter to the governor of ^Kbqrassaun, which was received by 
the latter w'lih a momentary sensation of pleasure and surprise^ He hast^ 
ened therefore tp read -it to the public , hut when he had finished hie 
disclosure of the contents, the messenger, by it had been delivered, 

arose; and announced to the troops, bs he had been instructed, the addi-* 
tional proof of their sovereign’s bounty, which had been decreed tor them; 
and the further indulgence which he freely offered them of his permission, 
whenever they chose to avail themselves of it, to revisit their long forsaken 
'homes* In an instant perceiving that the diifr of such a commumcaiion 
was to seduce his soldiers from their obedience, Kateibah addfes-'ed hint- 
self without delay to counteract the impression which it threatened to 
produce to his disadvantage* Good people,” said he, addressing himself 
“to the multitude, “the discourse w'lth which this man has endeavoured 
“to amuse you, is fraught with the grossest falsehoods j his object being 
“ widely different from that w’hich he wishes you to conceive. It is the 
crafty Suliraan, who is endeavouring to defraud you of }ouV allegiance in 
favor of his son Ayub. Of that slave m whose sacrifice*' it would be 
“ pollution to partake* Slave did I say ; the slave who serves a master is 
“ infinitely superioi* to Ayub the son of Suhman.” 

Kateibah now withdrew to his palace, w'here he dictated three separate 
dispatches to Sfiliman ; in the first of which he expatiated at considerable 
length on his numerous victories, campaigns, and serviOes; on the reputa- 
tion and influence which he had established among the natives of the Per- 
sian empite. tie then lavished upon the race of Mohilleb every Expression 
of contempt and obloquy; concluding with a solemn oath, that if Yezzeid 
ivas created governor of Khorassaun, he renounced his allegiance to Sfili- 
tnan; and that be should oppose his lieutenant, in arms, and furnish him with 
such employment as had probably not yet entered his conception. In his 

• Alluding probably to the sacrifice of the tentji of Ziljhudje, distributed to the pilgrims 
it MdJai* V * 
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A.H.XCVII. shortTy feduced to a state of distress and hardship, Hide short oftolaf 
A.,D 716. destiuction. ' ^ 

TanKh The expedient by which Leo contrived to overreach the cTrcumspectioo. 

Tebry^ of Mosslemah on this occasion^ is however a little further on, described 

with some variation. Observing the enormous supply of provisions which 
bad been accumulated by the besiegers, the Greek monarch sent to 
teguestthat the inhabitants of the town might be permitted to draw what 
>vas sufficient for immediate subsistance from the districts adjacent ; which 
be said, would at the same time contribute to inspire them with a high 
opinion of the justice of Mosslemah, and put them less on their guard 
against his soldiers. To this,' with singular condescension, Mosslemah 
gave hjs consent. And as the whole Grecian fleet had been already dis- 
posed to take advantage of the opportunity, every article of provision^ 
which had been collected round the town and neighbourhood, was 111 the 
course of asingle night, compiletely swept witiun the walls of Constantino- 
ple ; scarcely an article of any species of consumption being left without 
by' the return of day. The astonishtnent and consternation of the besiegers 
was such as to confine them, for some time, entirely to their entrenchments ? 
daily exposed in their turn to the now unrestrained insults and exertions of 
those whomthey had been solongaccustf^med to despise. After devouring all 
their quadrupeds, they were at last reduced to such extremity, as to depend 
for subsistance, not only on the leaves and bark of trees, but on the most 
loathsome and disgusting materials of every description ; while their 
sovereign, in his abode at Kunserem, found every attempt to relieve them 
impracticable. And in this state they are said to have continued, until the- 
accession of Omar the son of Abdulazziz, by whom, as will be seen here- 
after, Mosslemah was recalled from his very arduous and perilous situa- 
tion. In the mean time, it will doubtless appear extraordinary to the 
leader, that our author should be disposed to ascribe the miscarriage of his^ 
countrymen on this occasion, rather to the simplicity of their general, than 
to the operation of that fearful agent of destruction, the Greek fit e, 10 
which It IS in general attributed by other historians. 

While the attention of Shhraan was thus engaged in prosecuting hostili- 
ties against the metropolis of Constantine, his lieutenant Yezzeid the son 
of Mohilleb, undertook the reduction of the strong city of Gurgan, or 
as it 18 indifferently denominated, towards the south east extremity 
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©ftlie Caspian, or sea of Kliarezm. This city, according to our author, A.H.XCVII. 

together with a long and lofty wall which extended on one side to the ^-P-ne. 
sea, like that on the opposite coast at Derbend, formed an almost impreg- Tankh 
cable bulwark against the inroads of the Turks or Tartar hordes from the Tebry. 
side ofKharerjm ; and had often balled the efforts of some of the most 
powerful of the ancient Persian monaichs. Of its strength and magnitude, 
in the numerous masses of burnt brick, some traces remained to be seen in 
the middle of the tenth century of the Christian era ; that being the age in 
which the compiler of the original chronicle appears to have flourished, 
otider Munsftr the son of Nouh, the Samanian prince of Khorassaun.* And 
up to the period now under consideration, the only Mahomniedan chief 
by whom it had been seriously assailed, was Sauid the son of U1 Auss, 
who led an army against it in the reign of the Khahf Oihman ; and he had 
been induced to make peace with the inhabitants, on receiving a contribu- 
tion of two millions of dirhems. Among other circumstances, however, 
which rendered its reduction of considerable importance, it appears in a 
great measure to have commanded the communication between Khorassami 
and the cities of Damaghaun and llai, to which it was impossible to 
approach in that direction without the utmost difficulty and hazard ; and 
it IS further observed, that the communication with Irak lay through the 
southern and circuitous route of Kermaun, until the recent and memorable 
government of Kateibah , who to facilitate his corresiiondcnce with Hejaujc, 
first opened a practicable road by the way of Kouraess. He had also 
repeatedly solicited from Htjauje his sanctum to undertake the subjugation 
of this formidable city ; and had been as repeatedly forbidden by the cau- 
tious policy of that odious and sanguinary chieftain. It is here further 
observed, that when his master held out to the admiration of his courtiers, 
the frequent victories of Kateibah, Yezzeid invariably decried them as 
trifles of little importance. “ Let him,” said he, “ make himself master of 
“ Jdrjaun, and he will then in truth have achieved a conquest, which defied 
“ the efforts of the most powerful of the Persian monarchs.” 

Accordingly when he became invested with die government of Khoras- 
saun, Yezzeid seems to have discarded from his mind every other object of 

• AbfiSalah Munstir the Son ofNouh, the SamSnian, monarch of Bokhira, and Khorajsaua. 

^ about the foniteeuth of March, A. D. 976, after a reign of hfieen years^ 
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A H^CVI. declaration, that there could he tio longer safety on the side of Silimns. 
P He next sumiaoned to his councils Tebery, or Tehessery, the son of 

Tankh Abdullah, a man of noble extraction, and powerful influence amontj tho 

Tebjy, people of Khorassaun ; to w'hom, after expressing the confidence with 
yrhich the experience of former services had inspired him, he proceeded to 
unfold what he thought necessary of his embarasSments w ith Suhman, 
requesting to hear such advice as he might be prepared to offer on such 
an occasion. “ Shliman,^’ observed this person, “ is too well acquainted 
with thy merits and loyalty, and entertains too just an opinion of thy 
^‘services against the enemies of the faith, to call thee to an account for 
the past : or at the worst, to do any thing that shall affect thy life. “ Tis 
not of death that I am afraid,” replied Kateibah, “ my apprchcn«jons arc 
<‘that Shhman should give the government of Khorassaun to Yezzcid, 
“ recal me to his presence, and expose me to that degradation before raan- 
“ kind, than which death would be to me a thousand times more accept- 
“ able.” “ I cannot pretend to determine,” said his adviser, “ that Yczzeid 
' “ must necessarily treat thee with seventy, though he should obtain the 

“government of Khorassaun , but my chief hope i& that the return of thy 
“ messenger ma}' yet bring thee from the Khalifa grant for thatgovcrnmcni; 
“ I would therefore advise thee by no means to engage in any precipitate 
measure, for it is impossible to say how matters may turn out.” “Alas,” 
added Kateibah, “ it is but too true that my messenger has brought me the 
“grant to which thou hast alluded ; but the messeiigcr of Suliman who 
“ was to have lodged it in my hands, returned from Hulwnun, on hearing 
“ that I had abjured the authority of his master.” 

To Husseyne the son of Mhnzcr, to whom he next applied under Ins 
perplexities, Kateibah is said to have disclosed himself as follows, “I 
“ have a measure m contemplation,” said he, “ that may possibly iti tlic 
“event prove injurious to Khorassaun. ‘'■Of what nature ?”^ deinandrd 
H&sscync. ‘ 1 propose,” replied Kateibah, “ to iletach a body of troop'? 

“ to take possession of, and fortify the approaclies from Kasligl'ar, of 
“which I have reason to entertain some apprehensions” “General,” 
observed HGssc^nc rather dril^, “ there is one approach .against whn h, if 
“ vou can but contrive to secure yoursedf, you may venture to hi {wrtectly 
regardless of every other.” “ W liat may that be,” said Kalrif)jli; 
the opprvuch oj replied iiussc^ne. When witli an impatience 
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XCVn. ambition, but the conquest of this important station. And having continued 
^ at Aleru for the space of four months, to complete his arrangement-;, and 

'Jarikh to adjust the affairs of his province, he left it under the care of ins son 
Tebiy. Mokhulled; and led his troops, which independent of the Persian inr^n Ju- 
lies, and Maumlhks, amounted, on this occasion, to thirty thousand ol the 
veterans of Syria and Irak, towards Dehestaiin. In the course of Ins 
march, he passed over the scene of a dreadful carnage, where he was 
informed that Sul the prince of Juijan now reported to be in that place, 
had on some recent occasion been defeated by Kateibah ; but who h.i<;t- 
ened on intelligence of the approach of Yezzeid to Join his aimy in the 
Dehestaun, estimated at two hundred thousand strong. Noiw itlistaiuhii" 
this apparent superiority of number, they were how'ever defeated in several 
actions by the efforts of superior discipline ; and ultimately cooped up 
within the walls of tlieir capital, without a possibility of escape. And as 
so numerous a garrison must have soon exhausted almost any stock of 
provisions, the prince was in a short time constrained tf) propose an aecoin- 
modation with Yezzeid, w ho sent to inform him that he should have terms 
providexJ he immediately came out ot the town. This he consented to do, 
and to surrender the place into the hands of the Mahominoclans, if on Ins 
part ^ czzeid would promise security to his person, family, and property. 
On these terms a treaty was immediately concluded and faithfully adhered 
to on both sides, Yezzeid being put in possession of tins capital of the 
Dehestaun, w ith an incalculable booty, without fiirllier resistance. JIc 
now proceeded to the principal object of the expedition, the reduction of 
duijan; the inhabitants of winch w'ere, however, so terrified bj the liiinc 
of Yczzcid’s exploits, that they immediately supplicated for peace, and 
obtained it on terms extremely moderate, if the sum for w’liicb the} (itir- 
chased it, IS correctly slated at three liundrcd thousand dirhems * 

Having leit Asscid the son of Abdullah, of the tribe of C/d, with a body 
of troops to keep possession of Ins conquest, Yezzeid now dire(t(dlu> 
uiareh towards Tebrestaun, liic ancient JIvrc.uiia, at tins tune under the 
uovermnent of a jirmce, whom m the first mst.mco we find entitl<<f tli’ 
(iiuil Gueilan, but in the sequel hepalibed, or gfuer.d ; wli-ee Miin'rooi 
forces were perli-ips siifficieutly formidable to intimidate .i h ndveoliirou t 
toimnaiuler tli-m tin* man who now a[)proa' lied his tcrritorv ^ b -dv of 
pioneers had been euijdo}cd by Ye/z» id to cut through the mtervining 
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’tFVicU ill became bis character, Katcibah, dashing his tiara, or helmet, or A.tt XCVT. 
Whatever it was that he wore on his beach to the floor, it severed into two ^ 
parts ; and Husseyne took the opportunity to observe, pointing to tlic frac- Tankh 
lured* head piece, that this was rather an mavispicious omen. On w hich he Tcbrr; 
nrose and went aw’ay, Kateibah angrily declaring, tliat the morosencss 
of this man’s remarks should Iw-e long since convinced him, that he was 
vmiformly disposed to thw'art him in all his w ishcs, 

Kateibah now thought fit to confine his consultations to the circle of his 
own relatives ; of whom, his brother Abdurraihmaii avowed his preference 
for the plan, formerly agitated, of w iihdrawing to the territory of Samarkand ; 
first of all ascertaining those w’ho were sincerely ottachod to his intcreMs, 
by proclaiming to the troops, that all such as were desirous of returning to 
their native countries should be at full hberts to do so, wiihoiil being 
exposed to any manner of interruption , while such as were inclined to 
aibide his fortunes, should find that there was no advantage m his power to 
bestow that should be withheld from them. That he might then proceed, if 
hecxinceived it expedient, to abjure tlie authority of Sulimnn, and ))iil)licly 
invite the people to follow Ins example Tins plan as it coalesced with 
his own opinion, Kateibah finally determined to adopt and he hastened 
without further delay lo the requisite preliminary of soinuhiig how far the 
troops were disposed lo favor his views. Ot this, an opportunity was not 
long wanting, in liiS discharge of the duties attached to Ins important com- 
mand “Men of Khorassaun,” said he in the harangue winch he addressed 
lo them on this occasion, “ during ihe period in which I have been vour 
“governor, you will do me the justice to acknowledge, that I have never 
“ withheld a brother trom his brother, or a son from the wishes of his 
“parent, that the fruits of your Victories have ever been impartially and 
“ scrupulously divided amongst you ; and that by me neither stipend, nor 
“ donation has in any instance been ever intercepted on its way to you. 

“Of the ehieis w'hc have preceded me m my authority, you have also had 
“ ample experience. I shall, however, venture to bring to your recollec- 
“ tion one particular instance m Abdullah H^eni ; who from the time of 
“ his entrance into Khorassaun, to that of his departure, never subjiioated 
'‘a single foreigm adversary, nor gave you an opportunity of a single booty. 

S R a 
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forests, nnd open n pmcticable toad for the march of his army. And these 

had been followed, or more probably accompanied, by a division of four ^ 

thousand men, as an advanced guard, under Ins brother Mbdrek the son of Tankh 
MohiUeb. When apprized of the appearance of the Mosslems, the prince a® TT* 
of Tebrestaun seemed at first disposed to abandon his country, and take 
shelter in theterr-tory of Deylem ; but having, on further reflection, more 
generously determined to oppose the invaders, he sent to request the assist- 
ance of the ruler of that country, from whom he readily received a rein- 
foiceraent of ten thousand men ; with which he prepared to give battle to 
the Mosslems. On intelligence of this menacing disposition, Yezzeid, 
without delay, dispatched a body of twenty thousand men, under one of 
his own sons, to the support of his advanced guard. A fierce and obstinate 
conflict immediately ensued between these troops, and Suliman, who com- 
iiiand?d the Sepahbed’s arm} , by whom they were, while engaged in ibese 
dangerous and difficult deflles, on all sides desperately assailed. Finding- 
it impracticable to gam the surrounding heights and precipices, from which 
the Deylemites in particular, incessantly plied them with arrows, pikes, 
andvcven stones and rocks, the Mussulmans were at last constrained to 


draw back, and retire to their mam body, under Yezzeid. All the passes 
and defiles were immediately taken possession of by the troops of the 
Sepahbed , who now wrote to the Merzhaun, or prince of Jur^an, to avail 
himself of the opportunity to attack the detachment which had been left 
to overawe his country ; and by seizing the communications in the rear, to 
cut ofi\the retreat of Yezzeid. Seduced by the promises of the Sepahbed, 
and the stronger incentive of revenge, the prince of Juijan immediately 
attacked the detachment under Asseid the son of Abdullah ; of whom great 
numbers having been cut to pieces, the remainder contrived to take a lateral 
position, in which they successfully defended themselves until subsequently 
relieved by their countrymen. 

In the state of anxiety, mixed with indignation, to which he was reduced 
by this intelligence, Yezzeid had recourse to the assistance of a man 
whom, on some former occasion, he had grossly offended. This was the 
Hussaun Bontv, to whom, m a preceding page, we have already alluded • 
and who IS m this place represented as entirely dumb, although m othe^ 
respects, by his consummate subulty and address, qualified to'^conduct the 
the most intricate undertakings. It is further stated, that he was a native 
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he was of course constrained to represent to Abdulmelek that 
“ the resources of this great province, were inadequate to the support 
Tankh « of his army. And in this way, in ‘ order to prove your fidelity, did he 
Tebry. « continue to hold you in a state of suspense and incertitude, until your 
“clothes and arms were worn to shreds, and rendered unfit for any kind 
“ of service. So without victory, and without booty, yoUr necessaries and 
“ equipments were at last reduced to nothing. If, on the contrary, your 
■ “ Uniform experience can attest, that my conduct towards you has been 

“ invariably just and liberal, the moment, is now arrived m which you may 
“ prove by your actions, the sense which you entertain of my services,” 

To his equal surprise and mortification all this was listened to without 
a single acclamation or reply. Yielding therefore to the impulse of his 
present feelings, Kateibah did not foibear to give a loose to his resentment, 
in a manner which could not fail to aggravate the dislike, lather than 
awaken the benevolence of his hearers. He called upon God Almighty 
to discard from his favor that man, who for the future should have the folly 
to place any reliance on the support of such a people. “ Arabs^ ye truly 
“ are,” said Kateibah, “ accursed be the race of you ' Now that you have 
“been enriched by the spoils of the Peisian empire, and that the princes 
“ of Sogdiana have been compelled to serve you, 1 am to look for the 
“ reward of all my labours, and all ray sacrifices, in ibe basest hypocrisy and 
“ingratitude. Peradventure, when the son of Mobilleb becomes your 
“ governor, he may find a method of subduing that spnit which has made 
“ you forgetful of your obligations to the man, who from a state of penury 
“ and contempt, hath raised you to opulence and splendour.” The mul- 
titude contmued, notwithstanding, to observe the same obstinate and sullen 
silence , and soon afterwards arose from th^ assembly and dispersed to their 
several habitations. While Kateibah retired to his palace to meet the 
expostulations of his brothers, and the members of his family ; who united 
in censuring that' indiscriminate abuse m which he bad been indulging 
himself, without exempting even the tribes which were best affected to his 
interests. He endeavoured to justify himself, however, by the sullen and 
disrespectful silence which had excited bis indignation. But with regard 
to the tribes to whom they alluded, there was not one which he did not 
proceed to stigmatize by some odious and contemptuous comparison. 

“ The Aleiahs of Bassorah said he, “are nothing better than the alms 
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XH.XCVIL of Deylem, which might perad venture have rendered his services more 
P-716, particularly desirable on such an occasion. To him, therefore, without 

Tankh hesitation, Yezzeid now applied ; acknowledging at the same time, that, 

Tebiy, ’however, for his own part, every claim to his assistance might have been 
forfeited, yet the frequent instances, under his observation, in which his 
■counsels had been most usefully extended to the' believers, tvere to him a 
pledge that he would not forsake them in so perilous a crisis. "Thou art 
no stranger^” continued he, ’"to the inteihgencs from Jurjan, nor to the 
‘^seizure of thO passes in every direction round ns. Foi heaven’s sake, and 

for the preservation of so many faithful people, let thy exertions he 

immediately directed to discover, whether it is yet possible to bring about 
a treaty between us and the enemy. Instantly discarding every impres- 
,j&ibn of private resentment, this man caused it to be understood that it 
^was his business to obe^. And proceeding accordingly to the camp of 
"the' prince of Tebrestaun, to whom, on admission to his presence, he is 
'stated to have addressed himself to the following substance. " Although m 
■“religion I profess the tenets of Isslam, 1 derive my oritrm from the same 
stock with thyself. In the advice which I am about to offer, be persuaded 
that I regard thy welfare i'nfinitely’^ beyond that of Yezzeid. Already a 
“ mediator in the peace between him and the Taitars, in which my coun- 
sels were listened to without repugnance on either side, I trust that they 
“will not be rejected here. Be not deceived with tiie presumption that 
“ Yezzeid is defeated, or that thou hast obtained any lasting advantage 
over the Mussulmans, I well know from repeated experience, that 
“ thou art not equal to a contest with the armies of the son ot Alidulmelck. 
“Think not that Yezzeid, who has summoned to his support the troops of 
“the empire, will consent to any peace with thee, when his force is col- 
^ lected, and when his arrangements are completed. If therffore thou 
“ wilt be advised by me, the opportunity will not be neglected to conclude 
■“ a treaty with him, at the moment his mind is bent on rctuining to 
" satiate his vengeance on the people of JurjSn ” “I am rather surprised,’ 
replied the Sepahbed, “considering the extent of the injury winch thou 
“ hast sustained tarn Yezzeid, that thou shouldst appear hero m the 
“ character of his ambassador ; or have 1 been deceived in my iidorinalioti, 

“ that he has levied a fine of two hundred thousand dirhems from thy pro- 
^perty>” « This is all very true,” added iiussaun ; “nevertheless, that 
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^camels indiscriminately collected together from dilTcrent quarters, ^ ithout A.^XCTI, 
« retarding either age or condition. As (o the llcnni Bukker ben aycil, A. 

“lean only compare them to those abandoned prostitutes who submit Tnrlth 
“ themseUes te the embraces of every creature that is male. And for tlic Tcbry. 
“Benni Temeim and Benin Abdul Kejss, I shall not hesitate to compare 
“ the first to the uncleanestof dogs, and the last to tliosc detestable and 
“savage beings who haunt and .devour the forlorn and helpless uandcrer, 

“ in the solitude of the desert. And heaven forsake me, if, when I 
become their prince, I do not retaliate upon them for the dishonor of this 
“ day.” 

In the mean time, some of the men whom he treated with such little 


cereraon\, hastened to unburden their insulted feelings to Ahdurraihman 
the Kessnan, who wassuflering under inpirious treatment received from 
Kateibah , and of w’liom they angrily demanded if be had not been a witness 
to the language in winch this governor of tlieirs bad so liberally indulged 
himself. Abdurraihman told (hem that the suhiect of their displeasure had 
ahead) reached him, and requested to know what was the further object 
of their visit. The) infoimcd him it was tbcir wish to repair immediately 
to Kateibah, and demand permission to retire to their families. Abdurr.iih- 
mnn then obser^ed that they could be no steangers to the animositv which 
at present subsisted between bun and Kateibah; ne\crlbeless, he could 
yet \enture to communicate with bis brother Abdurraihman, whom he 
had CNev considered as the most respectable of the family. To which they 
agreed ; and the Kessnan immediately proceeded to pay his proposed \ isit 
to that chief. To him be disclosed his hiibiness, by observing, that he liad 
reason to believe there was a dangerous spirit of disaffection prevailing 
against his brother ; and were he not the man from whose injustice he had 
been a sufferer, that he had something to communicate, which might be 
the means of preventing an immediate insurrection against his authority, 
that might ultimately terminate m an attempt against his life. “ I would 
“therefore advise thee” continued the Kessnan, “to recommend to him 
“ to give to the troops immediate permission to return to their homes, 
“ while the matter is not yet beyond his controul.” “This is a measure ” 
replied Abdurraihman, “ which my brother has already had in contemplL 
“ tion , and in truth, if I were at all consulted m the business, these men 
“«ouldhave been long since dispersed to seek their subsistance from 
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enemy has done me violence, seems no good reason why I should A.H.XC\^1I. 
“not offer thee the best advice in my power. In the mean time, if any A.P. 716 . 

“ thing should occur to thy disadvantage in consequence of the treaty Tarlkh 
« which 1 have recommended, I pledge myself to assist thee.” In short, by Tebiy. 
these and similar professions, he at last wrought upon the credulity of the 
pnnce of Tebrestan to consent to a treaty with Yezzeid ; by which he 
engaged to send to the latter four hundred ass loads of saff'ron ; four hund- 
red male and female slaves, each carrying a tray of gold and silver, with an 
equal number of pieces of wrought silk, and in each tray a ring of gold or 
Sliver. And lastly the sum of seven hundred thousand dirhems* in 
specie. 

With terms ndnch seemed so greatly to surpass hiS most sanguine expec- 
tations, Hussaun returned to his employer; who could not be immediately 
persuaded to believe that the articles which we have just enumerated, were 
not to be furnished by himself ; as the price of bis liberation from the scene 
of inextricable difficulty, m whu h he appears to Jiave been inclosed. And 
It was therefore with equal joy and surprise, that he sent to take possession 
of this unlooked for donative on the part of the enemy; and availed himself 
of an opportunity to withdraiv into the territory of Jurjan, on terms so 
little to his disadvantage. Against the natives of the latter territory, he 
however swore a tremendous oath, that if it was his fortune to be success- 
ful in the operations, rvhich he was about to recommence against them, he 
would not restrain the sword from its course of vengeance upon them, until 
their blond had flowed in a sufficient stream to turn the wheels of a corn 
mill ; and until he had appeased bis hunger on the bread w'hich should be 
prepared for him from flour ground in that mill. Be this as it may, the Mirze- 
baun, or chief of Jhijan, on intelligence of the approach of Yezzeid, 
retired into one of his forts, situated on the top of a hill surrounded by 
immense forests, and to which there was only one accessible approach.- 
Thither he was pursued by the invader; who, during a siege of seven 
months, having exhausted every ordinary expedient of lhe°art of war 
without the smallest prospect of success, was at last begining to despair of 
the underraking altogether, when an accident occurred to put him m pos- 
session of the place. An Arab of the tribe of Ezd, whose name was Mey- 

* About I6,04li. l»j. 4{?. 



^.feXC-VI. V‘ mountain toTpountain.” « Perad venture,^ added the Kesstian, const-' 
A 'D 7^5,. derably irritated, “ thou hast also ensured the means to prevent their 
'TanJch “ reuniting against you and in this temper of mind, left him to com* 

lebry. municate to his brother the subject of their conference ; and the con- 
tempt with which Kateibah affected to treat the inteimediation of the 
][C;essrian, being further reported to the latter, he employed a person to 
inform those who had sought his interference, that he had acquitted 
^imself to his conscience; and that it was now at their discretion to proceed 
gs they thought proper. 

Without however further accompanying our original, in the recital o 
the, instances of inflexible obstinacy with which Kateibah continued to 
ijejpct every proposal, either to adopt the means of providing for his security 
by the immediate destruction of his enemies , or once more to reconcile the 
Arab tribes to his interest, it will be sufficient to remark, that he at last 
succeeded in producing an almost total alienation from his own authority, 
while his efforts were directed to subvert that of another. The result it will 
not be difficult to conjecture, when from a subsequent statement it appears, 
that there were at this period m Khorassaun, serving under the banners of 
those chiefs, whose angry passions, with an infatuation bordering on 
insanity, he thus laboured to inflame against his person, not less than 
i^ghty ot ninety thousand veterans, drawn from the dependencies of K6fah 
and B^sSOrah ; all of whom, in the short space of a few days, were alternately 
prevailed on to unite in a conspiracy combined for his destruction. 

As Hflsaeyne the son of MCinzer, the chief of the tribe of Benin Bnkkef) 
had repeatedly declined the importunities of the malcontents, to place 
himself at the head of the combination, they at last turned their attention 
towards Oukia the son of Asswad, of the tribe of Benni 'I'emeim ; a man of 
equal valour and abilities, whose keen resentment for degradation fr< m 
rank and authority, made it not difficult to prevail upon him to enter into 
theirviews against Kateibah. To this person, accordingly, most of the chiefs, 
and among others of considerable celebrity, Hussaun the son of Ayaiiss, 
Surnamed from a defect of speech, Booty, the stammerer perhaps. \vho 
commanded the Persian mowalies, or auxiliaries, by some reputed a native 
of Khorassaun, by others of Deylem, either pnbl-cly or privately encraged 
U eir fidelity. \et the same insensate fatuity winch hath so ircquenily 
urged the unfortunate to their ruin, continued in spite of repeated inlorui»- 
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aoje the son of Abdurraihman, while hunting one day in the forest, njtH 
his'dog and a few companions, perceived on the top of the hill, on which tli6 
fort Was situated, an antelope ; which taking to a passage that otherwise 
appeared daik and impracticable, he determined to explore it ; and for ting 
purpose, desiring his companions to remain where they were, until he 
returned, he made immediately for the spot, taking his dog along w-ith him. 
Following the track marked out for him by the antelope, he found himself 
before he was well aware of such a circumstance, close upon the person of 
fhe Mirzebaun ; but being fortunate enough to withdraw without being 
discovered, he hastened back by the same way : taking the precaution to 
mark his course by tying to the branches of the trees, as he withdrew', 
pieces of his vest, which he tore for that purpose. 

Returning to camp, this man immediately repaired to the presence of his 
general ; of whom he demanded, with the usual freedom, if he should con- 
ceive it a desirable event to become master of this otherwise impregnable 
fortress, without the hazard of a conflict ; to ^hich, the general ha\ing 
signified his assent, Meyauje further required to know what he w ould give 
to see his wishes gratified , and being told that he might have whatever he 
chose to ask, he limited his demand to four thousand dirhems in hand : 
adding, that if on the attainment of his object, the general w-as disposed to 
make his bounty moie extensive, he might then indulge himself. Mey- 
auje now proceeded to communicate the discovery, to which he had been 
conducted by the adventure of the antelope , and Yezzeid, in the elevation 
of his heart, offenng to him the immediate disposal of fourteen hundred 
soldiers, to aid in the execution of his plan, he selected from these such as 
he thought best qualified by their strength and activity; and declined the 
greater number as more likelj' to impede, than promote the success of tlie 
enterprize, in the confined and narrow' passage, through winch he proposed 
to come upon the enemy before they could be aware of their danger. The 
last point to be determined, was the hour at which lie expected to 
gam the spot, from whence he proposed to command the works of the 
besieged ; he fixed on that of alternoon prayer the following day, and 
immediately set off at the head of his party. 

The day following Yezzeid caused a number of fires to he made in 
diflerent parts of his encampment , which alarming the apprehensions of 
the besieged, they drew' out of their works in order ot battle, prepared to 
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resist any attempt of tbeir assailants from that quarter ; while the Matiom* A.H.XCVIf, 

snedan ireneral, having anticipated the prescribed periods of divine worship 

at buu set and bed time, by uniting them into one course, proceeded* by a Tankh 

variety of attacks to keep their attention engaged from the opposite quar-* Tebiy. 

ter. In the mean time, having marched all night with his detachment, and 

while the enemy were occupied in attending to the operations of Yezzeid, 

without the smallest suspicion of the storm which threatened from behind, 

Meyauje announced his arrival on the eminence above the fort ; and 
awakened them from their fatal dream of security, by the appalling shout 
of the tekbeir, winch was at once raised by the united voices of the party^ 

The magnitude of the danger, augmented by its unforeseen approach* 
seemed to disarm the unhappy Jurjanians, with the rapidity of enchantment, 

They became immediate suppliants for peace, offering, as a preliminary, to • 
descend from their works, the moment that Yezzeid should think proper 
to require it. To the presence of that general they were accordingly 
ordered ^ their women and children were consigned to a state of hopeless 
captivity; their chief was immediately seized and jugulated ; and the walls 
of their impregnable fortress laid in ruins. 

Yezzeid now proceeded to lay siege to Jurjan, or Gurgan, the metropolis 
of the country^ and having battered, and ultimately set fire to it, %vith his 
warlike machines, hecorapelled that city, after a short interval, also to 
surrender to his mercy ; if that could be called mercy which was exercised 
in the most sanguinary barbarity. Of the prisoners who fell into his hands 
on this latter occasion, he caused twelve thousand to be led into the water 
course, or canal, with which the place was surrounded, called the waudy 
c-zeher ; and proclaiming to his army that all who were desirous of 
feasting upon the blood of their enemies, should proceed to gratify their 
vengeance, the defenceless and unhappy captives were thus consigned to 
deliberate massacre; many of those who undertook the butchery, having 
four and five victims to dispatch before their task was finished. If this 
w'ere, however, true, we must suppose, either that the number of unfor- 
tunates thus devoted to slaughter, must have exceeded the total of twelve 
thousand, or that the savages in the array of Yezzeid must have been far 
iess numerous than former observation would lead us to imagine. And 



^le'bnfl entered Con^nntinnple ; llint, admitted within the w'alh of his A.M.XCHC, 
metropolis lie would there take his proposals into consideration. If not 
he was determined to retain his present position, until it should please God Tnrikh 

to open Its gates to him by conquest, or he should perish before Us walls. Tcbry. 

this reply, the messenger returned to lits sovereign. In the mean 
time ^losslemah presented himself at the head of his army, under the 
w'allsof the town, on intelligence of which, Alcnm, surrounded by A 
multitude of his patricians and principal officers, appeared on the min- 
,parts, and from thence desired that the general of the Mosslems might he 
apprized that he wished to converse with liim. Mosslcmah immediately 
advanced, and, announcing that he was the person for whom he sought, 
haughtily demanded what he wished to communicate. The representa- 
tive of the Caesars replied, that the tenor ofhis\ow had been explained to 
him ; that he had cnine to a resolution to accord w itli him in such a manner 
as to enable him to carry it into eflcct : and timt the w hole of his people had 
acceded to Ills jiroposition ; on the express condition, however, that ho 
shopld enter the city entirely alone, and unattended by any person what- 
cier. To this, Mosslcmah signified his assent, stipulating aKo on Ins part,, 
that the principal gate of the city should be left open ; nml that Belaul the 
son of Amru, one of his principal captains, should be stationed there, m 
readiness to carry slaughter and desolation into their streets, if bis persoa 
was assailed by any act of treachery on the part of the Greeks. 

The arrangement being finally agreed to on both side*;, Leo commanded 
the gates of the clt} to be thrown open , while the troops of the empire, 
both horse and foot with their ensigns displayed, were drawn out ni 
beautiful order, extending all the way from the gate to the magnificent 
cathedral church of St. Sophia ; whi'e tables covered with a variety of 
refreshments, W'ere laid out at proper intervals by the inhabitants. And 
every thing being thus prepared for lus reception, it was announced to 
Mosslcmah that he was permitted to enter. Previous to his departure, he 
is, how’ever, said to have addressed himself to the chief whom he bad 
selected to overawe the towm m his absence, m these words. “ I ani 
” about to pass into the gates of this proud city, to take a survey of the lux- 
*^^»nous mansions of these Christians, and of the palace of their emperor j 
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^.H.XGVII. yet, if the authors of unprovoked and unprincipled invasion, arfc fn any ease 
. A. D. 716. ^entitled to the faith of treaties, many will be disposed to think that, on this 
Tarildj occasion, the people of Jhrjan were not punished with greater seventy than 
Tebiy. they deserved. But, be that as it may, when the slaughter was completed^ 
the stream of a neighbouring river was diverted through the scene of car- 
nage ; and mixing with the blood of the slam, m setting one of the corn 
mills at work, enabled Yezzeid to appease his conscience, by eating of a 
loaf of bread, the flour of which had been ground by a stream of hnmau 
gore. Nevertheless, the vengeance ofYezzeid was not entirely appeased until 
gratified by a further execution of four thousand of the natives ; who were 
suspended, by the neck, to the gibbets which he caused to be erected id 
difierent parts of the neighbourhood. 

4d?.XCVIII. He now proceeded to collect the spoil, and ha\’^ng as usual set apart a 
A. D. 1716. flfth for the imperial treasury, the whole of the remainder was distributed 
without reserve to the army. That he himself entertained the most mag- 
mficent conceptions of the splendour of these successes, may be imagined 
from the letter by which he announced them to Sfiliman , and in which he 
is represented to state to that prince, thatm the subjugation ofGhrgan and 
Tebrestaun, the Almighty had bestowed on his arms a triumph denied to 
the most powerful monarchs of antiquity j instancmgthe failures of Shapur 
-Zfiiektaaf, of NoushirwSn, and Hormuzd, before the dispensation of Isslam j 
and at more recent periods under the Khalifs his predecessors ; in the 
mean time, thiit the wealth of which these, victories had been productive*, 
was of such a magnitude, that the fifth alone which would be faithfully 
remitted by a future opportunity, exceeded a million of dinaurs.* With a 
rectitude of heart, which, however, the frigid Mhssulmau is determined 
shall not beguile him of a sentiment of applause, Yezzeid is stated to have 
dwelt on the latter circumstance, from an honest sense of gratitude for the 
many instances of generosity and kindness, extended towards him by his 
master. And yet it appeared so contrary to the maxims of common pru-. 
dence, that his secretary, in preparing the dispatch, ventured to recommend 
in very urgent terms, that such a disclosure should be for the present 
delayed. “ Since it is impossible to foresee or determine the changes 
which the interval of a single day may produce,” observed this wary 
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A.H.XCIX. “ fn all which I disclaim every other object but an. ardent zeaF for tlis- 
A.D^riZ. « exaltation of our holy religion, and for the abasement of infidelity^ 
Tarikh But as I cannot pretend to foresee- what may happen, you are to keep a 
Gt^eidah^ “watchful eye on aH tliat passes; and if by the hour of prayer in the. 

“ aftetnoon, I do not make my appearance, you are to conclude that they 
' “have put me to death. In which case you will enter the city with all 
“your force,, and having pillaged and put the whole of its. inhabitants to 
“ the sword, burn it to the ground.. 1 have only to add, that if I fall, you 
“ are to consider my uncle Mahommed the son of Merwaun, as your 
“ general , and to him, accordingly, you will then transfer the obedience 
“vVhieh you owe to me.” Thus saying, and with a loud voice repeating 
the tekbeir, Mosslemah proceeded alone, to enter tlie city of Constant 
Vtie.. He was mounted on a stately charger, and armed mmail fromheact 
to foot , but over hia armour he had thrown a robe, or mantle of silk, or 
ermine, and his helmet was concealed under a turhau of white linen. lu 
hia baldric he bore his trusty scimitar, and in his hand a lance, to the head 
of which was attaclied a white banner, the symboi of peace and forbear- 
apee from hostility.. In this -manner he passed through the streets, without 
condescending to bestow a look, upon the muJfitude who gazed upon him, 
(With equal astonishmetit and admiration at the boldness and majesty of 
his deportment, until he reached the palace of the emperor. was 
received with a respect bordering on servility by that prince, who stooped 
to kiss his hand, and even his oot, if our original is to be credited to the 
letter. The haughty Mfissulraan then proceeded, without dismounting, 
accompanied by the degraded monarch on foot, to the infinite grief and 
mortification of his people, to the metropolitan church, which, he entered, 
probably still on horseback : here his attention was fixed, among other 
gorgeous decorations, by a cross of gold, enriched with jewels of mestima-. 
fele value, and by a chair, or shrine of the same metaL On the former he 

j 

immediately laid his hands f and in spite of the emperor’s intreaties to. 
restore it, lest the indignation of the people should be excited beyond con- 
troul, andtabis assurances that it should be ransomed at its full value, he 
swore 'that he would never quit the city but with that precious relic in his 
possession. The multitude began m fact to be extremely agitated, and 
could no longer suppress their clamours at the insolent and atrocious sacri- 
lege ; but their degraded emperor hastened to appease the tumult by a 
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scribe, «no consideration should actuate me to insert on the occasion, so A.HXCTT?f. 
« magnificent a report of the result of your t ictones. It must be followed A.D./iC. 

“ at least by one of two inconveniences ; cither the wealth of which you Tankk 
“have possessed yourself ^\ ill appear in the eyes of Suliman so prodigi- Tcbiy. 
^‘ous, that be\Mll insist on Us being immediately con\cycd to him, or he 
** will resign it entirely to your disposal ; and in the latter case, the 
** presents which must on your part be indispensably transmitted to court, 

^‘whatever their magnitude or ^aluc^ W'lU appear contcmptihle in the 
comparison. Without therefore producing the smallest adiantage in 
“your favor, the report by which jou are about to commit yourself will 
^‘be held up as a perpetual record against you , so that at every change in 
“the succession, it will ever continue an unfailing source of fresh 
demands upon you and upon your property. “ If, then, 1 were competent 
“ to advise my general on such an occasion, I would recommend a simple 
“annunciation of his victories, and a request for permission to proceed to 
“ the presence, where he would have an opportunity of communicating to 
“ his sov ereign in person, any additional particulars which he might be 
“ further disposed to explain; without thus subjecting himself to the 
“future vexatious, and endless claims of succeeding administrations.’* 

These prudential reasonings appear, howev'cr, to have produced hut little 
impression on the conduct of Yezzeid. The letter was conveyed, in the 
terms which he had originally dictated, to Suliman, who received it with 
marks of extraordinary satisfaction ; and who replied to it with expressions 
of the warmest applause on the distinguished services, thus rendered to 
his government by the zeal and abilitj- of this active and intrepid com- 
mander. 

It is nevertheless further stated, that contented with having announced 
his successes to Shliman, Yezzeid proceeded no further in the transmission 
of the imperial fifth of the spoil ; but collecting the whole of this vast pro- 
perty into his own possession, and still adding to his already prodio-ious 
wealth by the most unjust and oppressive exactions on the people of his 
government, representations were at last conveyed to the Khahf, tax- 
ing his lieutenant with unwarrantable designs upon Khorassaun,'if not 
libth undisguised rebellion. Such an accusation against the man whoa 
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atomise, that he would himself replace the precious symbol of their a.H XC1X>- 
redemption,with another of equal cost and workmanship. In the mean A.P. 7i7^ 
time, apparently regardless of what was passing, Mosslemah made his exit TanVh 
out of the superb and sacred structure ; the sanctuary of which, he had thus Teb/y. 
openly violated by a robbery without parallel, with the cross in his posses- 
sion ; and fixing it reversed to the head of his lance, in that state bore it 
in triumph through the streets of the insulted city ; at the gate of which 
he arrived, just as Betaul the son of Amru, and his followers, were prepar- 
ing to enter, on a suspicion that he had fallen a sacrifice to the treachery 
of the Greeks. 

Mosslemah now drew off with his army to the position at Medeinut ul 
Feher , where the money and effects stipulated by the treaty of peace, were 
with a scrupulous punctuality, transmitted to him by the successor of the 
Roman emperors , who gratuitously added for himself a valuable presentation 
in gold and silver, and cattle of every description. TheMahommedan general 
then continued his march to Messenjah, probably the ancient Magnesia, 
where his army was attacked by a pestilential disorder, which swept them 
off in alarming numbers. In this slate the people of Messenjah were 
encouraged to form a conspiracy for their destruction ; but intelligence of 
the design being seasonably conveyed to Mosslemah, he anticipated the 
mischief, by immediately assailing the conspirators ; and having put great 
multitudes to the sword, he laid the city in rums, and levelled it with the 
ground And having conducted the wreck of his army from thence to 
Amfiriah, or Amortum, the intelligence there first reached him that his 
brother Snliman was dead. 

At Amilridh he also received from Omar the son of Abdulazziz, the 
letter announcing his . recal, and which was conceived, it seems, in the 
following terms ; “ In the name of God, of the merciful most merciful ; 
from Omar the son of Abdulazziz, the servant of the most high, to Moss- 
lemah the son of Abdulmejek. Be it known that the Syrian "people have 
“ tome pledged their fidelity with a spontaneous cheerfulness of heart ; on 
« the indispensable condition, however, that I shall administer justice to 
*‘the people entrusted to my care, with the integrity of the most righteous 
“ofimaums; and that I shall impartially and scrupulously distribute 
among the faithful the spoil acquired from the infidels ; in all which I 
“ shall hujably implote the grace of God to enable me to promote the pur- 
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A.H,XCVin. he had so recently rescued from death, and on whom he had so abundantly 
lavished his favors, may be easily supposed to have afiected Suliman 
Tankh With equal indignation and concern ; and as he was anxious to provide 

Tebiy, some immediate remedy against a result so dangerous to his authority, he 

hastened to communicate his embarrassment to the members of his family. 
By one of these it was observed that the wealth accumulated byYezzeid 
was sufficient to excite the most alarming apprehensions ; that in the 
hands of any man, much more so in those of Yezzeid, it was sufficient to 
secure the empire of the world. He therefore conceived it advisable that 
one of the Khalifs relatives should be immediately dispatched into Khor- 
assaun, with instructions to take from him this enormous wealth ; and 
that thus sheared of his wings and feathers, he would be compelled to lay 
aside his soaring and ambitious designs. In conformity with this opinion, 
Shliman was engaged m expediting his orders, and had probably wiitten to 
his brother Mosslemah the letter which will be presently adverted to, 
when he was arrested in the midst of his arrangements by the hand of 
death. In the mean time, we are further informed that after he had so 
successfully disengaged himself from his perilous entanglement in the 
defiles of Tebrestaun, and completed the subjugation of Jfirjaun, Yezzeid 
advanced to Rai; where he had remained but a few days, v\ hen he received 
intelligence that Ayub the son of SCiliman, the heir apparent to the Khe- 
laufut was dead, and that his brother Daoud had m his room been nomi- 
nated to succeed on the demise of Suliman. These incidents have 
however imperceptibly brought us into the year ninety-eight ; in which, 
W'hile Mosslemah continued the siege of Constantinople, his nephew, the 
just mentioned Daoud, was employed in some other quarter of the Greek 
territory, where h? reduced the fortress of Hessen ul Meraut, the castle of 
the mirror, stated to lay in the neighbourhood of Seleitah. 

We have been long since apprized, that in order to facilitate the opera- 
tions of the important siege of Constantinople, the Khalif Suliman had 
taken up his abode at the town of Danek, in the territory of Kunserem, 
the Syrian Chalcis of antiquity. The narrative proceeds to relate, that one 
day while he attended the funeral rites of one of his people, be hastily 
seized a handful of the earth which lay by the grave ; and smelling to it, 
exclaimed with apparent satisfaction to the bystanders, what a desirable 

place of sepulture, what an agreeable fragrance I Peradventure, little sup- 
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^.H.XCIX. “►poses of his divine will. In the mean time, when thou hast received thit 

•^. D. “ letter, let it find in thee an example of submission, and obedience to the 

Tankh “ commands of thy sovereign, «s thou hopest for grace to prosper thee m 

Ttebry. “ the cause of truth. Hasten therefore, without delay, to my presence, 

“ together with the whole of those who .have been serving under thy' 
“authority; and beware that thy distinguished services, thy victories m 
^Sthe advancement of the true faith, be not tarnished or obliterated by any 
^act of rash, and unavailing disobedience.^’ 

When this epistle was delivered to Mosslemah, be assembled his princi- 
pal commanders, and to them repeated its contents, with a request wnich 
apparently bespoke the incertitude of his resolutions, that they would 
advise him how to act. He was, .perhaps, mortified to hear from them 
an unanimous declaration against any proceeding, which might be hostile to 
the authority of the mew Khalif. They urged him to hasten to the pre- 
sence of his sovereign, with a just confidence in, and a sense of gratitude 
for, that exalted rank which had rendered his appearance equally desirable 
and indispensable; and which he derived from the Bounty of that Almighty 
being, who had bestowed upon him that liberal share of science,’ braVery, 
skill, and grandeur of design, which bad so often enabled him to be trium- 
phant over the enemies of his faith. “ Look to il,” said they in conclu- 
sion, “ that all these blooming advantages be not at once blasted'by hostility 
“against the establislied sovereign of the behevers ; for any stich design 
must doub.tless terminate in luin, if not in reproach and infamy,” With 
a good grace, however, Mosslemah. subscribed to the sentiments with 
■which they appeared to be so cordially animated , and he added, moreover!, - 
his acknowledgements that the son of Abdulazzuc was not less worthy of 
his fortune from the other accomplishments which adorned his character, 
than by his exemplary zeal in the cause of truth, his unblemished life, and 
«naflfected and sincere piety ; and be accordingly signified his intention to 
proceed immediately to the presence of Omar., He than put bis army in 
march from Arounah, and passing, through Tebreiah, or Tiberias, Wrived 
soon afterwards in the neighbourhood of Damaset^; with mo more than 
thirty thousand men, of one hundred and eighty thousand whom he had 
conducted to the gates of Constantinople, *> 

"He here received the KhaliTs commands to enter Damascus ; but as be 
■jyppears to have done this at the /.head, of his -army, he ifound when 



509 

-posing that before tBe expiration of a week afterwards, he was himself 

destined tube consigned to the same giave. 

While he suffered under the attack of that disorder, a pleurisy, or 

pleuretic fever, which hastened his fate, he directed an instrument to be 

piepaied, constituting one of Ins children, an unlilown minor, his successor 
to the throne of the Khalits; but his ministers, expostulating with him on 
the improvidence of committing the destinies of his people to the discretion 
ot a youth without experience, desired him to recollect that the only solid 
consolation which would accompany him to his grave, would be the per- 
suasion that he had selected a man of abilities, and virtue, to preside over 
the actions of the {aithful ; they received from him an sssurance, that if the 
circumstance which they deprecated should unadvisedly come to pass, it 
would be contrary to the most earnest wish of Ins heart; and that he 
should tlierefore lake some further time for reflection. In this state of 
indecision, matters continued for a day or two, when Shliman called for 
Jauber the son of Hussaun, the person to whose relation we are indebted 
foi these particulars, and demanded what he thought of the qualifications of 
his son Daoud , Jauber observed, that being at a distance, it was impossi- 
ble to say how he was situated at that moment. “ Whom then wouldst 
“ thou racommend to my choice,” continued the Khalif ; “ In that I can 
“ not piesurae to be so good a judge as your highness,” replied Jauber, 
“ What dost thou say to Omar the son of Abdulazziz,” observed buhman, 
further interrogating his adviser, on tins occasion, when the latter, without 
hesitation, exclaimed that he had mentioned the man, of all others, the 
best qualified for his purpose, not less by the sanctity of his character 
among Mussulmans, than bj uniting to, an excellent understanding the 
most scrupulous integrity, and the most unaffected piety. “ l^evertheless 
continued Suhman, “ if I assign the succession to Omar, to the entire 
“exclusion of my brothers after him, it may produce the most dangerous 
“ commotions , independent of the probability that they will never suffer 
“ him to exercise any authority over tnem.” 'Yezzeid the sou of Abdul- 
melek was at this period absent from court. The Khahf then proceeded 
to state, that if this prince was nominated to succeed next after the son of 
Abdulazziz, it might e\entually prove an expedient to conciliate all parties, 
and effectually secure the public tranquilhtj. An arrangement, of whicll 
Jauber entirely approving, Sfihman, without further delay, caused an 
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apniipd for af^m's5iOD to tile prosei}ce of Omar, that- it was denied him ; 

' an ind guitv to uhich he submitted with becoming patience, quietly Tetir- ^ 

ing lo his Q^^n mansion, to ruminate on the circumstance. Next day he TanUi 
agam presented himself at the gates of the palace, with a retinue reduced Tebr^' 
to two thousand men, and again experienced the same mortifying reception ; 
being a second time compelled to Withdraw without an audience. The 
third day, however, repairing to the palace, attended only' by a single 
domestic, hlosslemab was, without further difficulty, ushered to the 
presence of Omar, hy nhom, after an injunction to be seated, be was 
addressed in these nords. “Thou bast iraiersed many a region, brave 
“ hiosslcmah, hast attended many a warlike enterpnze, and' exposed thy 
“ person in many a conflict , most happy for thee, if thy motives have been 
“denied from an honest zeal' to serve thy God, and not from the vam 
ambition of acquiring renown. But if, by thy exploits, thou bast merely 
“ sought to have it proclaimed that thou hast gloriously served against the 
^’-enemies of th) faith, woe be to thee wretched Abu Sauid'l and may the 
“ God of mercy bestow his paidon both on thee and me.’* And with this 
lecture, he for the present dismissed him. But he continued; nevertheless,, 
to make his daily appearance at court, to offer the customary ^ testimonies 
of respect to his imperial relative. 

It is at the same tune further related, that, on a report that Mbsslemah 
disbursed the daily sum of one thousand' dirhems* in the expences of his 
table, Omar concened the highest displeasure; but disguising it for the 
momeni, he invited him to take his morning repast m the palace on the 
day tollowing. In the mean time he directed his cook to provide an enter- 
tainment of such abundance and variety', as he had before been Jjtde 
accustomed to; but added that be uas also to prepare the usual frugal 
me.il of lentds, onions, and oil, \Nhich he was to place before Mosslemah 
in the first instance , the sumptuous articles of the repast to be reserved 
as a second course. On the day appointed, Mosslemah attended accord- 
ius: to niMtation , and the Khalif designed!} engaging him in discourse on 
the subject of his expeditions, and other matters, until noon, Mosslemah 
began to he extremely hungry , nhen Omar perceiving his distress, ordered 
Ins dish of lentils and onions, to be set before him. On which, faliino- to 
''I h g( inline appetite, he fed until hunger was entirely appeased. The 
^ond course nas then introduced, but it was perfectly lost upon Mossle- 
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A.H XCIX. in strument to be prepared to that effect, solemnly declaring Omar the sou 
-of Abdullazziz his immediate successor, with reversion, on demise of the 
^ Tankh latter, to Yezzeid the son of Abdulmelek. The instrument being then 

Tebiy. carefully sealed up, it was delivered to the custody of the captain of hii 

guards, and of Redja the son of Heyat; with an injunction, to pledge their 
allegiance to the person therein nominated to the succession, and to hasten 
to communicate the same to the people. 

Redja proceeded accordingly to make the necessary explanations to tlie. 
•people, who requested to be admitted to an interview with their sovereign, 
in which they were immediately indulged , and being conducted to ihe 
"presence ofSuliman,he desired them to direct their attention to the inclo- 
i^ure which he pointed out to them in the hands of Redja ; “in that paper,” 
-said he, “is contained the will of your sovereign ; let me require your 
“ obedience to it, and your pledge of allegiauce to the successor whom I 
have named therein.” The instrument was then presented to them by 
Redja, and they all engaged on the spot to abide by the provisions therein 
xegulated by the wisdom of the Khahf. 

When the people had separated to their habitations, the same Redja of 
whom we are now speaking, received a visit from Omar the son of Abdu!- 
azziz ; for the purpose of urging a request, that he would declare whether 
he was the person whom the Khahf had designated to succeed to the 
sovereignty of the believers ; that be might decline the envied distinction, 
while circumstances yet left it in his power to do so. Redja, however, 
swearing by his creator, that nothing should induce him to disclose the 
secret before the proper period, Omar left him in great displeasure. Soon 
afterwards he received a similar yisit from Hashaum the son of Abdulmelek, 
with a similar request, reinforced by every consideration of the friendship 
which had so long subsisted between them , and a solemn pledge 
that the important secret should never transpire beyond his own 
bps. Redja, however, was not to be prevailed upon to betray the 
confidence of his sovereign ; and Hashaum, in leaving him, was heard to 
exclaim, clasping his hands together, that his pretensions had been 
evidently consigned away, and that the succession had thus departed from 
the sons of Abdulmelek ; otherwise there could have been no inducement 
■SUfiiciently strong to withhold the disclosure from him. 



A.H.XCIX. mah who could eat no more; and to the Khalifs affected and preising. 

A. D. 717. en treaties, was obliged to confess that he had already sufficiently ret^aled 
TanUi himself. “ Good God then said Omar, “ canst thou venture to lavish 
Tebry. “ a thousand dirhems* a day on the expences of thy table, when thy hunger 
“ is to be appeased by this simple meal, which 1 have provided at the 
ex'pence of a single dirhem. Let thy fear of God, if thou hast any 
remaining, save thee from the stigma of prodigality; and trust me that the 
sum thus daily lavished on the useless luxuries of thy table, would 
secure to tHee the inestimable approbation of thy divine creator, if dis- 
tributed as it ought lobe, to the numerous children of hunger, poverty^ 
“ and distress.” Mosslemah declared that the admonition was entitled to 
his gratitude, and that he should not fail to make it the governing princi- 
ple of his future life. 

About the same time that he conferred the government of Ir^k upon 
Auddy the son of Ertaut, Omar Abclulazziz detei mined on the retal of 
Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb, from that of Khorassaun; and for this purpose 
he dispatched to him a letter, conceived in the following terras. “ In the 
name of Godi of the merciful most merciful ; from Omar the son of 
*• Abdulazziz the servant of the most high, to Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb, 
Be it known, that having proved himself a faithful servant to his God, 
and enjoyed a singular share of his favor, Sflliman has been summoned 
“ to the presence of Ins maker, first, however, having made a disposition 
“ of the Khelaufut in my favor, and after me m that of Yezzeid the son of 
^ Abdulmelek. The burden which had thus fallen on my shoulders, it 
‘S would be impossible in any respect to consider either despicable or unim- 
“ portant ; and were* ray views confined to the objects of this life, I was 
“ already in possession of treasures, and slaves of both sexes, far more 
" than any man. Butl confess that that which principally deterred me from 
accepting the important chaige of succeeding to the government of this 
nation, was an apprehension of which thou art the source. However 
since the country in general has pledged its fidelity to me, I expect that 
“ thou wilt follow the example, and cause my authority to be acknowledged 
“ by the army under thy command. After w’hich thou art to appoint a 
° deputy to govern in Khorassaun during thy absence, and to repair 
without further delay to my presence.” 

About five-pence half-penny. ^ 
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Soon nfterhe bad thus dismissed his visitors, Rcdja ropairod to the sick A-H XaK. 
di.imber ofSbliman, whom he found, as he conceived, in a’ state which 
bespoke his speedy dissolution ; and he w as accordingly proceeding to lay Tadkh 
him in an eNen posture, when the Khahf unexpectedly spoke, telling him, Tc ly. 
that the time was not yet come. The same circumstance occurred thrice ; 
but the last time, Shhman told him, if there was any thing he wished to 
adjust, he was now at liberty to dispatch it. Ihen distinctly pronouncing 
these emphatic words, “ 1 attest that there is no God but God » and I 
“attest that ^sIahommed is the prophet of God'” he closed his lips 
forever, and immediately expired. Upon this, drawing his eyelids toge- 
ther, and covering his face with a sheet, Redja quitted the apartment, 
securing all the entrances , lest the cxent should by any means transpire 
before he accomplished w-hat he had further in view'. 

The death of S&liman is said to have taken place on Friday the twentieth 
ef Suffur,*m the nmety-nmth year of the Hidjerah, at the age of forty-five, 
and after a short reign, if we calculate from the demise of his predecessor, and Tankh 
of two } ears and eight months. By a compassionate act of justice in the g^cidah, 
enlargement of prisoners, which distinguished the commencement of his 
reign, and by the general mildness and liberality of his behaviour towards 
all men, this prince acquired the honorable appellation of Miftauhol-khe}r, 
the key of beneficence. This could not be obliterated by a most voracious 
appetite, which would otherwise ha\e been considered to debase his char- 
acter; and m the indulgence of which, he was frequently known to di'spalch 
in the course of a day, the baked intestines of thirty lambs, apparently a. 
favorite article with him, and thirty cakes of bread. Another act of jus- 
tice, which embellished the memory ofSuliman, was the decree w'hich he 
issued, ordammg that those who had suffered from the oppressiie exactions 
of the tyrannical Hejauje, should be indemnified from his estate. For the 
lustre with W'hich all men appeared disposed to adorn the character of ihis 
prince, he is, however, in the opinion of the author of the Tebrian chroni- 
cle, principally indebted to three circumstances. To the period at which 
he succeeded to thfe Khelaufut, when the whole empire was yet bleedmo- 
from the cruelties of Hejauje ; to the general enlargement of prisoners, 
and extensw e liberality to which we have already adverted ; and to his 
disinterested conduct in assigning the succession to Omar Abdulazziz. 

• Fust of October, A. D. 717*. 
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However it might be disguised from ordinary perceptions, the tendency A.H.XCIX. 
of such a letter could not escape the lynx eyed jealousy of an oriental ; and A.Tt,7i7-i* . 
accordingly, when it was consigned, on perusal, by Yezzeid to one of his Tankh 
officers, It was observed to him Without much deliberation^ that if he Tebrj% 
expected to be confirmed in his government, it would be advisable to dis* 
card the idea; for that thestyleof this communication was extremely different 
from what he had been accustomed to receive. Nevertheless, Yezzeid 
thought It prudent to obey; and having committed the government of 
Khorassaun m trust to his son Mokhulled, he left the province, and pro* 
ceeded into Irak. On his arrival at Waussit he embarked on the river* at 
that place, with the intention of descending to Bassorah. But at the 
branch, or canal of Okkail, he was intercepted on his voyage, and his person 
seized and delivered to Auddy ul Ferauzy, the governor of Ir^k ; by whom 
he was securely conveyed to the presence of Omar at Damascus. This 
prince had long entertained an avowed dislike for Yezzeid, and all his 
family, as men whose aspiring views it was not in his nature to befriend. 

Neither was the son of Mohilleb on his side much more favorably disposed 
towards Omar, being often heard to declare that he well knew his actions 
to be narrowly traced by that prince. And when he succeeded to the 
Khelaufut, he was equally aware, that with the acknowledged virtues of 
Omar, the vice of hypocrisy was entirely incompatible, 

Yezzeid was now conducted to the immediate presence of his Sovereign ; 
who proceeded to question him with rigid severity as to the treasure, of 
which, as hath been already noticed, he had written such mao-iiifi- 
cent accounts m his letters to Suliman. He endeavoured to elude these 
inquiries by appealing.to the rank which he was known to hold in the con- 
fidence and esteem of the late Khalif ; to whom he had so written, merely 
to excite the attention of the public, in order to prepare the way for the 
accumulation of further honors And in truth, that it could be no otherwise 
than well undetstood, that it never was the design of buliman to deprive 
him of a single article of what he had acquired by a senes of distinguished 
services “ At anv rate,” obser\ed Omar, “ it is very clear that I shall see 
“ none of it, until I have made thee the tenant of a prison. And j'et perhaps 
a sense of duty towards an offended God may prevail upon thee still to 

• The TigriB. 
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A.H.XCIX. notwlthstanaing a very natural piedilection, by which he might have beea 
A. D. 717. biassed in favor of his oivn children. 

Tarikh The last circutostance which we are here induced to notice is the 
^zeidaha elevation to the Vizzaurut, or office of first minister of state, of Jauffer 
Barmekky, the Barmecide, which is stated to have taken place under Sfili* 
man. Of this illustrious family, it is now discovered that, the ancestors 
had filled some of the most important stations under the Persian monarchy 
ias far back as the reign of Ardesheir Baubegan. In them also had been 
vested from distant periods, the hereditary superintendancy of the Pyraea, 
or temples of fire, of the raagian superstition. Neither did the office of the 
•Vizzaurut, if the author to whom we are indebted for this article is entitled 
to credit, depart from their house, until the close of the reign of Harun- 
raschid. The gold and silver currency of the empire, which had sufiered 
considerable debasement under the preceding reigns, was refined and new 
Struck, under the administration of Jauffer Barmekky ; aud hence we are 
told, that a particular species of pure gold, of the highest touch, received 
the designation of Zerr-e-Jauffery, gold of Jauffe'’s touch. 
i^MAnsoaof Omar the son of Abdulaz?;iz, son of Mervvaun, eighth Khalif of the 
Abdulazziz, house of Ommeyah. In the catalogue of sanguinary bigots, 'whom we 
have seen, in these pages, invested w'lth power, for the punishment of 
Ommeyah. ®^nkind, the mind of the reader will derive seme gratification, when it 
can repose on some solitary instance of humanity, and benevolence of 
character. Such an instance, making reasonable allowance for the zeal 
inspired by an intolerant lehgion, ue may perhaps venture to introduce in 
the virtuous prince who now claims our attention. 

Having taken the precautions to which we have already 'adverted, in 
order to prevent the death of his late sovereign from becoming known to the 
public, Redja hastened to Kaaub the son of Hamid, the captain of the 
imperial guard, to desire the immediate presence of the family of the 
Khalif in the mosque of Danek, to which he was himself repairing. When 
these personages were accordingly assembled, he again demanded of them 
their pledge of fidelity , but as they seemed to demur, as having already 
once performed that ceremony, Redja persisted in claiming their allegiance 
afresh for the person mentioned in the Khalifs will, which he held in his 
hahd."^ With this they at length complied, each of them again individually 
renewing his pledge of allegiance. On which, conceiving that he had 
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A.H.XCIK. “ restore what remaps in thy possession of the property so unwarrantaMy 
A. U. 717-18. “ detained fiom tliy fellow subjects.^^ ^ 

Torikh In these circumstances the Kbahf delivered the banners of a general'to 
Xcbry. Anirh the son of Jerraub the Hukkemite, and sent him to take charge of 
the government of Khorassaun ; while Mokhulled punctually apprized of 
these proceedings, anticipated the disgrace, and hastened into Syria. In. 
the presence of Omar, with a generous and manly spirit, he pleaded the 
innocence of his father. “ 1 trusted,” said he, ‘‘-that when God Almighty 
“ had placed the destinies of his people in the hands ofOmar,,he had con-. 
“ ferred upon them a great and solid, blessing; how inconsistent then to , 
“ render a wiiole family wretched by condemning to. the miseries ofadun- 
“ geon, an aged and unoffending individual “It is my pleasure,” said 
the Klialif, “ that he should remain a prisoner until he thinks- fit to restore 
“ what he has embezzled of the public property ; and what hehasacknow- 
“ ledged in his correspondence with my predecessor.” Mokhulled 
intreated that his sovereign would give thetmpeace on his owwterms; but 
Omar continued to declare that he would never be reconciled to Yezzeid^. • 
until he relinquished or restored the property which he was. accused of 
having sequestered ; or at any rate such part of it as be had not yet dis- 
posed of, “If thou hast proof of his delinquency,” Observed Mokhulled,. 

“ thy decree will be unexceptionable. But if thou art without proof, let 
“ my father’s representations have credit. Suffer him to. defend himself 
“ on oath, that wiiat is justly proved aganist him may be scrupulously 
“ restored.” The Khaiif held his peace. But when Mokhulled withdrew^ 
he turned to his attendants, and said, “ in my opinion f/m is a better 
man than his father.” Mokhulled died some time afterwards, after 
5hort illness of a few days ; so highly in the esteem of Omar, that he sent- 
to acquaint Yezzeid that fie had his permission to leave his prison at Haleb, 
W'here it appeals he was confined, m order to perforiw.the last solemn, 
rites at the funeral of his gallant son.. This, however, he declined ; desiring- 
the Khalifto be informed, that he might, if he thought proper, perform 
this office himself that for his part, be wasw determined never to quit his 
prison while he continued to labour under the displeasuie of his sovereign. 
And the departed chief M'as accordingly committed to the earth under thft' 
prayerb aad eulogies of the virtuous son,of Abdulazziz^ 
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ili\isl) 0 «nd Ihetnby an obligation, which, after this solemn renc^'a!, they A.M.XCft:. 
would scarcely presume to cancel, Redja invited them to repair to the A.D.717.. 
palace ; for that Suhman was dead. Hou'cver, he first of all proceeded to 
-open the will, and to communicate the contents; but when he pronounced Tcbiy* 
the name of Omar Abdulazziz, as the person On whom the succession was 
to devolve, Hashaum the son of Abdulmelek loudly e\rlaimed, that he at 
least, for one, would never acquiesce m such an arrangement ; to which llecl- 
ja immediately replied, with a solemn oath, that he should cither submit^ 
or forfeit his head : and he was accordingly compelled by personal force 
to declare his allegiance. The same Redja, from whose relation these 
particulars are said to be derived, proceeds to state, that he then seized the 
hand of Omar, and forced him to ascend the pulpit of the Imaumuti with A- 
repugnance to accept of his imperial authority, w'hich does not appear to 
have been in the smallest degree allected. Neither could he he withheld 
from expostulating with the assembly, when he obser\ed the violent agita- 
tion into which Hashaum had throwm himself, on the inc\pcdienc\ of 
obtruding upon him an oflice, of which another appeared to be so ardently 
bmbitious, and which with such little seltdenial, he could himself so 
cheerfully forego. He was, however, ultimately constrained to accede, 
with whate^er reluctance, to the arrangements of his predecessor ; whose 
remains, after the customary purification, he proceeded to deposit in the 
silent chamber of the dead. He declined, at the same time, the horses 
which were brought from the imperial stables for his use, and an abode m 
the palace of the Kliahfs , until the family of the departed Suhman should 
be elsew'liere provided fur, 

When he had thus consented to assume the rems of imperial authority, 
his earliest attention was directed to withdraw' from the territory of the 
Greek emperor, the troops which had been so disastrously employed under 
his kinsman Mosslemah , whom he accordingly enjoined to return to Syria ' 
with the shattered remains ot his once numerous and formidable army. 

The extremities, in point of subsistance, to w’liich he had been reduced) by 
the emperor Leo, have been already noticed under the reign of Suhman • 
he continued to struggle with Ins distiesses, at the death of that prmce • 
ond when the new Khahf dispatched to recal him, he did not neglect to 

3 W 
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The disgrace of Yezzeid must, however, have occurred very early in the A. H. C. 
:5Te&rninety^ine; since on his entrance into the hundredth year of the A.D.718. 
Hidjerah, OUT author announces the supersession of AmrA the son of Ul Kholaussut- 
Jerrauh, In the government ot Khcfrassaun by Abdurraihman ul Kesheiry, ul-akhbaur. 
^fter It had been held by him for the space of a year and five months. It 
-ivas about thispenod, that a person of the name of Hobairah was sent from 
Damascus into Irak, by Mahoinmed, the grandson of Abdullah Abbas, and 
father of Abfil Abbas ul Sefirauh, the first Khalif of that race, m order tO 
agitate, in that quarter, the claims of his family. Another person was also 
■employed ra Khorassaun to prepare the materials of revolution in that pro- 
vince ; twelve subordinate agents being selected for this purpose, among 
whom are to be found the names of Shliman theson of iCesheir, and Koht- 
bah the son of Shaib, both distinguished at a subsequent period ; when the 
sceptre of the Khalifs was tnmsferred to the house of Abbas, by the cour- 
«ge^nd talents of the tietebrated Abfi Mosslem. 

The illiberal practice of imprecating on all public occasions, the memory 
of Ally and his descendants had prevailed ever since the reign of Man weiah ; 
and as it was repugnant to the benevolent principles ofOmar, ire now deter* 
mined that It should be abolished. For which, say the Sheiahs, and for 
the affection which he cherished m his heart towards the members of that 
much injured family, heaven prospered his reign. But in order to intro- 
duce this eonciliatory change, he had recourse to the following expedient. 

He mstmcted a person, who was by nation a Jew, m the presence of all 
the members of his court, to demand one of the Khalifs daughters for }iis 
wife. And the Jew having, as he was instructed to do, accordinglv pre* 
ferredthis extraordinary request, in the presence of a numerous assemblage 
of the nobles and principal courtiers, Omar affected to treat his demand as 
inadmissible on the score of discrepancy of religion. “ How then came 
your prophet,’’ said the Jew, « to make his daughter the wife of Ally V* 

Ally,” replied the son of Abdulazziz, « was one of the most distio- 
guished champions of the religion of Mah’ommed.” “ In that case,” 
observed the Jew, “ by what perverelon of principle is it that you presume 
-‘•to load his memory with execration?” On which, Omar, turning to 
his courtiers, desired that they would answer the question. But as it 
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A.H»xriX. fonwordf at tlie saine in > cattle' andi provision^ ad tfcat ho' could 

P procure fronjitbe united: con tribuitionro^ every Milssulman, to. whom, he 
TariKh. did not scruple’ to apply- oo such, am occasion,; the troops of Mossleraah 
Tehr^ being, now, aftet having, devoured every horse andi quadruped, within them 
reaphs confessedly' driven to the very verge of perditioh. 

It would, howev,eF„ appear that somfe time previous to his deaths the late 
Klialif, had written to his brother to. withdraw from the siege of- Constanti- 
nople; as he proposed to avail himself of his exertions to counteract the^ 
ambitious designs of Yezzeid- the son of Mohilleb, of whose exorbitant 
pow,er iji Khorassaun he did not disguise his apprehensions. Mosslerhab 
was at this penod^it seems, encamped at Medein'Ut-ul'-JFeheP, which, if jtj 
is not the modern Pera, it will be difficult to recognize in the geography of 
tjie present da3\ Be that, however, as it may, he immediately prepared to 
qarry the orders of Suliman into execution, and had put his army in- 
retreat ; when the Greeks apprized of the design, issued from their works> 
apd pursued him, with-a vigour and regularity, far beyond what they hadj 

been known to exhibit on anv former occasion. Mosslemah was thus 

•/ 

compelled to give them battle ; and as the usual fortune continued to favor 
the exertions of the Mahommedans, now most probably animated by 
despair, tbe-Greeks were again diiven, after a severe conflict and with 
considerable slaughter, into the gates of Constantinople, while Mosslemah 
triumphantly resumed his position at Medeinut-ul-Feher. 

Subsequent to this last defeat, the Greek emperor sent a person to eon-» 
fer with Mosslemah on the subject of a contest which he said had been 
already protracted between them, to a period beyond his utmost calculation;., 
A,nd he now^ therefore, seriously proposed an accommodation on the fol- 
lowing terms. That the Mahommedan general should immediately 
withdraw from the Byzantine peninsula, and return to Messenjah, or Mag- 
nesia; thatheshoUld there send him an annual tribute of six millions of 
dirhems,* and a thousand ounces of gold; with five , thousand head of' 
cheep and'oxen, and n thousand mares. And he^ should, moreover, add' 
such an assortment of doth of gold, silk and scarlet, and other articles of 
precious fabric, asushould be further agreed on. On such conditions he 
now invited him to conclude a treaty of peace. Xo this Mosslemah 
briefly replied, that he was not averse to such an accommodation ; but 
that he had bound himself; by a solemn oath, never to depart thence, untif 

* 127,1>WL 
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appeared to carry conviction to their minds, he, from that moment, directed 
the obnoxious formula to be discontinued , and a passage of the Koran 
importing that the mercy of God might be equally extended to mitigate 
t e errors and dissentions of his religion, to be substituted in its room. A 
further proof of his regard for this persecuted family, was the restoration to 
the Benin Fkima of the lands or plantation of Fedaka, appropriated by 
Mahomraed himself, as the particular patrimony of bis race; but alienated 
and annexed to the public domains by the hostility of his successors. 

In the hundred and first of the Hidjerah, a schismatic, of the name of 
Showzeb, equally distinguished by that of Bostaum, having, with eighty 
other persons, erected the standard of revolt in the dependencies of Kofah, 
Abdul Hameid, the governor of that place, received from his sovereign a 
particular admonition, to select, m the officer whom he should employ 
against the insurgents, a person on whom he could equally rely for his 
prudence and experience ; and for his caution to prevent the unnecessary 
efiiision of Mussulman blood. Mahommed the son of Jerra, with two 
thousand horse, was accordingly dispatched to oppose the insurgents ; and 
before any action could take place between this chief and the folloneis of 
Bostaum, a dispatch was received by the latter from Omar, mvitmg hiniy 
]f the information he had heard was true, that his defection proceeded 
from an attachment to certain principles of faith,, to repair to Damascus j 
where the matter might be submitted to a fair and liberal discussion, nud 
terminated in sUch a manner as to promote the general interests of their 
common religion. The proposal appeared so equitable to Bostaum, that 
he immediately subscribed to the spirit of it ; and two persons, of the tribe 
of Benni Beshker, proceeded accordingly as his agents, to discuss these 
points wuih the soveieign of the Mahommedan commonwealth. 

On their arrival in the capital of Svria, they were without difficulty 
admitted to an interview with Omar, who immediately proceeded to inter- 
rogate them as to the motives which had induced them to revolt against 
his authority. They acknowledged, in reply, that against himself they 
had nothing to complain ; since his life seemed to be uniformly governed by 
a love of justice towards all men. There was, however, one point between, 
them upadjusted, which, if he could he prevailed on to concede, they 
were ready to give him every proof of their allegiance. And llie Kballf 
dcBiting that they would explain themselves, they proceeded to state, that 
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having by bis own actions already sufficiently stigmatized with the cbarae- A. H, Cf, 
ter of cruelty and oppression, the conduct and principles ol the bouse of A D. 719, 
Ommeyah, every further doubt would be removed, if he engaged to curse KhplnussuN 
them altogether in his sacred character of I maum Omar to this observed, ui-akl»baur. 

that liowe\er, in such a request, they might, in some measure, be sincerely 
actuated by views beyond the interests of this life, he could nevertheless 
inform them, that they 'were labouring under the influence of a very funda- 
mental error , since God Almighty had withheld tlie power of anathema 
from the prophet himself. “Neither do I conceive,” continued the bene- 


volent Omar, “that w’e are by any principle of religion or morality, bound 
“ to curse even those who are engaged in the most sinful rebellion : if riot- 
“ w ithstandme, you are of a contrary belief, tell me from what authority you 
“ha\e ever learnt that a curse has been enjoined even on the memory of 
“ the worst of the Pharaohs, though he dared to arrogate to himself the 
“sacred character of the divinity; that I may have some circumstance to 
“ji.sufyme in the measure uliith you propose, of cursuiu tlie different 
branches of my family , fulfilhiig, as iliej are known to do, every dun and 
every observance of our holy religion, on .he same principles as hose 
which govern rayow’n practice and belief.” 

Silenced on this head, the agents of Bostaura now shifted iheir ground - 

and they requested .ha. the Khahf would explain to them what he con' 
ceived of a sovereign entrusted with the government of o f.uhf 1 , 

who, however, m other respects, singularly endow-ed wiih everv 
that can embellish the character of a just and virtuous prince shall 
theless consign tte government, at h.s death, to one whose c’ondul h ‘ 
elready convinced, will be (ha. of an unfeeling oppressor Om ' 

pretend to deny that such a person must be den^Lhl ' ^ 

judgmenh •* How comes it then,” demanded these men "'Tauho '"h"'" 
“devolved the care of thy people to such n ^ hast 

Abdulmelek, though perfectly aware of the ferocity orh 
“ and of the scandalous vices which otherwise ^ ** ^disposition. 

Upon this the Khahf is said ,o r 

desired that they would allow lum an interval of ^hr T’ 

on the subject. An instance of candour and n, tT deliberate 

from them the further just and volunlary ackno.vledgV^.''°!! 

Pow entirely satisfied, that Omar was truth a righrol'JlIimf "bT. 
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^ an oppoTtunVty of joinmg ; and the entire resources of the counter hebg 
thus at ihy command, it is but reasonable to calculate, that the natives 
«‘iDf Jezzeirah and Irak, with all the adjoining passes, will soon be brought 
« to acknowledge thine authority. And the war with the Syrians being 
« thus transferied to a spacious and extensive country, our movement^ 
“ will be unembarrassed, with the whole of Irak m our rear. But declar- 
ing himself totally averse to any separation of his force, Yezzeid rejected 
the su^estions of his brother ; his resolution being ultimately fixed on giv- 
ing battle to Mosslemab and his coUegue. 

The hundredth and second year of the Hidjerah'was now arrived ; when 
the son of Mohilleb, having consigned his treasures, and all his prisoners, to 
the care of his son Mauweiah, whom he bad appointed as his lieutenant 
over Waussit, advanced with his army in the direction from which he 
understood the Syrian generals were approaching ; his brother, Abdullah, 
being at the head of the advanced guard. At a place called GhelTer, or 
Ghesser, it is impossible to determine which , he encamped, and there 
resolved to expect the enemy, Mosslemah, on the other hand, having des* 
cended along the opposite bank of the Euprates from Heirah to Anbaur ; 
and from thence, directing a wooden bridge to be thrown across the river 
opposite to a village called Waubet, he soon afterwards passed with the 
whole of his army to the Mesopotamian side, and continuing his march, 
brought his troops to an encampment, at a very short distance from the 
position, in which he was expected by the insurgent. Some time before, 
Abdulraelek the son of Mohilleb had been detached by his brotlier, though 
now too late, tow^ards Kufah , but being intercepted in his march', by a divi- 
sion of the Syrian troops under Abbas the son of U1 Wahd, at a station 
called Sour, he was there defeated after a gallant, and for sometime dubious 
conflict, and compelled to fly for shelter to his brother’s camp. The troops 
of Abbas and Mosslemah were now united m the presence of Yezzeid. 

in this situation, either fp mask his own, or to appease the apprehensions 
of his follow ers, Yezzeid could stoop to express a contempt, for the charac- 
ter of his adversaries, but little justified by the fame of their exploits. 

“ You speak to me,” said he to his friends, « of the arrival of Mosslemah and 
Abbas, as a matter, peradventure, of vast importance. Believe my 
“solemn affirmation, that with me, the redoubted Mosslemah ranks wiffi 
the Yilestreptile which crawls along the earth. And with rpspect to Abbi^ 
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A. H. CL t|ie leaders of the Bennj Ommeyah receiving information of the nature of 

this conference, and apprehensive that Omar m.ght be led tochuse a succes- 

Kholaussut- sor out of the family, immediately suborned one of his female domestics 
5il.akhbaur. to give him poison; of vvhicb,as he obstinately declined** the aid of medicine, 
lie shortly afterwards died. 

In these circumstances, hearing that the life of Omar was despaired of, 
T^iUi Yezzeid the son of Mohiileb, who had every thing to apprehend from the 
r-cbr>-. ,-esentmentof his successor, set his invention at work to contrive fais 
escape from imprisonment, having achiisted his plan, be directed one of 
Ins freedmen to get his camels in readiness for a journey, and to convey 
that which was intended for his own riding, to a parncular spot: then, 
having corrupted tlie vigilance of his guards by a donation of one thousand 
dinaurs, he found himself once more at iiberty, and made the best of bis 
way towards Irak. He left, however, a note addressed to Omar, in whrch 
he assured him tliat were it possible to conceive a certainty that he would 
survive, he, for his own part, would never have quitted his pnson. But 
finding that there were no hopes of bis recovery ; and justly apprehensive 
of the vengeance of his successor Yezzeid the son o! Abdulmelek, for 
feasonsto which theKlialif could beno stranger, that he had availed biraselfof 
an opportunity to effect Ins escape. On perusal of tins note, the Khalif is 
said to have exclaimed,** Lord, if the designs of the son of Molnlieb are 
'** hostile to the interests of this people, let his head be the forfeit.” 
Nevertheless, according to some other wTiters, the escape of Yezzeid was 
subsequent to the death of the son of Abdulazziz. 

This last event is stated to have taken place at Deir-e-Semiaian, the 
convent, perhaps, or monastery of Seraaian, on Friday the twenty-fifth of 
Rudjeb, of the year one hundred and one,t when Omar had attained the' 
age of thirty-nme, and had filled the throne of the Kbaiifs for the short 
period of two years, four months, and nine days. And his preraatme dis- 
solution in the prune of life, may have afibrded considerable grounds for 
the suspicion of the Sheiabs, that he was the victim of some treacherous, 

and perhaps domestic conspiracy. u m i f 

Omar the son of Abdulazziz was maternally descended from the Khafif 

Omar ul Khetiaub, his mother being the daughter of Aussem, one of the 
* J^nkh gu 2 eidah. t Ninth of F^bruaiy, A. D. 720. 
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A. H. CIT. “ that brood of Salah^s” inauspicious camel, already has he been onc€ 
A^/20.^ ‘indebted to me foi life, since but foi my intercession ihc Ivlialif^uliman 
Xankh “ would long ago have blotted him from the page of e\istcncc.” It is necc< 
Tebry. sary W observe, that the obscure allusion here resoited to, m achertin? to 
the name of Abbas, is explained by the circumstance that he \\a5 of a 
ruddy complexion, nith blue eyes, and, norse than all, the ofispring of a 
Greek mother. But whatever expressions he might be induced toap[)Iy 

to the Syrian generals, lezzeid, finally, declared that though the whole 

yorld w ere theirs, and he himself stood alone, without the support of a 
single friend, he esteemed them too lightly to entertain an^ apprulicnsioiis 
of the issue. 

Abdul Hameid the governor of Kufah, though by taking post at Ilcirah 
on the Euphrates, he had effectually cut off all intercourse between Ye/zt'id 
and the inhabitants of that city, and had sent part of Ins troops to join 
ISIossIemah, was now% for reasons which do not appear, remowil from lii< 
government by the latter chief • and wlahommed the "on ofAmru, a (les- 
cendant of Aukkebah the son of Abi Moghait, appointed to supeisedeliim. 

Yezzeid was not of a disposition to remain long inactive, with tliu enemy 
thus encamped under his very beard, and he nccordinglj’ proposed, to In'. 
ca[ tains, to employ a division of twelve thousand men selected from tlie 
flower of his troops, under Ins brother Maliommed, to attack tlic army of 
Mossleraali, under cover of the mgiu , and at lircak of day to take 
advantage of the confusion, by leading to the attack the w hole ol his forte, 
with a confidence of success, of w Inch, under prov idcncc, he would li.nc 
persuaded his followers to enteriain the same ardent expectations with 
himself. But in this spirited design he was doomed to he baflled by tlif 

* Salah the son of Arpha\ad, next preceded the patriarch Abraham in tiic (i t of the 
prophets. He w.as commiSMoned bj Omnipotence to con^c-t the idolatroiii 1 Inmu-Ii'ni, 
descendants of Shem, establislied at Hedjer or Hajer, nndnaj boln ctn Ibjau/ aiul ilif 
frontier ofSyna. These demanding from theprophet as usual, a miracle in poxiforhis m 
h?s praj-er, produced from the side of a mountain, or from the lumg rod, a carml, ''-‘h 
her foal ; the latter ofa red colour mth blue or cat’s eyes. '1 he dam wt, killul at (1 <• rnd 
of thirty 3 ears, b 3 the aon of one ofilicir chiefs, who u-as of a fair ctunplcmon. t I'h Mu- 
eye^ ; and the bellowing of the foal produced an awelul example of God’s i .*-’- 1 < . m t 
entire destruction, at one moment, of the whole nation, Salali and Ins pronely .ei cxtc, o.. 

Tlie story is familiar to the oriental reader. 
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sons of that prince * Tn tlie justice and mildness of his government lie A. H. C?. 
surpassed the whole of the nionarchs of the race of Ommeyah ; and his A. D. 7£0. 
perfect and intimate knowledge in the precepts of law and religion, have Tankh 
given to his decisions in many cases the sanction of an oracle. From a Tcbjy, 
kick, which, in his infancy he received from one of his father’s horses, he 
bore on his face a remarkable scar, and from this circumstance he has 
been denominated the Ashedje of the Benni Ommeyah ; and Ins great 
uncle, the disinterested and respectable Abdullah Omar, is said to have 
indicated the character of his reign by the following prophetic exclamation. 

“ Would to heaven that I could recognize /;/;» among the descendants of 
Omar ul Kbettaub, with the mark upon his countenance, and the fame of 
‘‘ w'hose justice shall fill the w'orld.”. Ingratitude to the memory of this- 
benevolent prince, it is further recorded, that iMtima the daughter of 
Imaum Husseyne, should have borne testimony to Ins merits, by the declara- 
tion, that while he lived, the descendants of Fatima w'ould never be ia 
want of a protector. And in proof of his scrupulous economy in the- 
expenditure of the public money it is alleged that be never drew from 
the treasury more than two dirhems+ a day, for the entire supportof him- 
self and his w'hole domestic establishment. 


• Tarikh gizeidah. 

i* Kaolaussut-ul-akhbaur. ^ About elevcti*pcncc. 
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t)ropo^alofanGspriVicnt,of Avhicb, the ronsiticrntion of llic pn<;t might 
GaMlv afford an example. PrcMOUs to the commencement of hostihtms 
it was ur-ed, by a certain chief of the name of Semcidtn, on whom he 
had receiuly bestowed s.mtc parUcidar marks of his confidence, In try 

whether the Syrians were not to he ttrought upon by an appeal to the 

Koran , and this being rather pcrcinpioriiy supported by Aln'i Z^dibah, 
nnother principal leader among the Arab tribes, the insurecnls, in ‘'pile of 
every argument to tbc contrary on the part of Ye7A id, determined that no 
act of hostility should be entered upon with Mosslein.ib, until the propn^rd 
o\ertnre should have been p('!^lIlvely rejected on the jinri of ib(‘S\n.ins- 
The exertions of his brother Merwaun to send him reinfurcemcnls from 
Bassorah, were ciiu.dls frustrated by the lunuencc of the same lliissun Has. 
sor\ already mentioned ; who repealed all the arummmts he eoiild dense 
m order to dissuade his fellow ciii/ens from engaging m these scenes 
of mutual extermination. 

■\Vhether these affected appearances of modemiion .arose from cowardice, 
or treachery on the part ol Ins followers, or whether ant tirtruiros of the 
nature abn\c alluded to, were e\cr actuallt jiroposed to the Syrians, j«; not 
explained' but w liatevor ni(<’lu have been their ostensible ohjeet, the sug* 
gestions ol these men effeciuallN prctcnied the cxodition of an enlerpn/c, 
on whidi Yez/eid might very reasonnhlx ha\c formed the most fi.iucrm'y 
expectations of success , and may perhaps lia\c luid an innuenre not \i'ry 
remote, in producing his niiimnte rum. He this as it ma\, Mns- 
slemah, and Ye7zeid, had now cominucd enrampodm presenre of eaeli other 
for the space of eight da\s, when, on the fourteenth of Suffer,*' ofihe }car 
one hundred and two, they reciprocally prepared for battle ; Mosslemali 
at th.s critical conjunctine, detaching one of his capiains to set fire to, and 
destroy the wmodeu bridge, by which he had crossed the Lnphraics, and 
thus cutting off from his troops every prospect of safety by flight. Ou this 
occasion the army of Mosslemah appears to hare been disposed for battle 
m tw'o distinct divisions, perhaps iii two lines, the one under his own, and 
the other under the command of Ablias. \ezzeid, on Ins part, confuhng 
his right and left wings to his twm brodiers, Jlaheih and F.i/zel, or perluipa 
Miifuzzel respectively, appears to have awaited die conflict in the oidiuarv 

• Taenty-tUird of August, A. D. 720 . 
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CHAP. XV, 
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Yezzbio ir. 
IXth Khalif 
of the bouse 
of Ommey- 
ah; 


Y'EZZEID the second, the son of Abdulm^lek, ninth Khalif 0 } tho 
A house of Ommeyah. The benev^olent son of Abdulazziz was scarcely 
Cold in his grave, and his successor, Yezzeid, firmly seated on the throne 
of the Khahfs, when the whole of hiS beneficent regulations were annulled « 
and the officers, whom he had selected for their moderation and love of 
justice, deprived of their appointments, in order to make room for others of 
a character congenial with the disposition of the new sovereign. In the 
mean time, the pietnatUre death of Omar was no sooner' announced to 
Abdul Hameid the governor of Khfab, than he conveyed instructions to 
Mahomraed the son of Jerra, to commence immediate hostilities against the 
insurgent Bostaum. The lattef discovering the hostile indications in the 
camp of his antagonist, observed to his friends, that he was convinced 
something fatal had 'occurred to the righteous son of Abdulazziz, or this 
man would not presume to anticipate the work of slaughter, before the 
return of his agents. On which he hastened to give him battle, and 
defeated him with considerable loss. He was equally successful against 
several other Commanders, alternately employed at the head of Yezzeid’s 
troops to quell the insurrection. But a very superior force advancing to 
assail him, under Sauid the son of Omar the Jershite, Bostaum, after 
exhibiting distinguished proofs of intrepidity, was ultimately defeated, and 
cut to pieces with all his followers. 

The principal source of YezZeid’s anxiety was however derived, and 
with considerable reason, from the escape of the son of Mohilleb. He 
therefore delayed not to communicate that circumstance to Auddy the son 
of Ertaut, the Ferauzian, governor of Ir4k, whom he cautioned to be on 
h!8 guard against the designs of this warlike and enterprizmg chief. And 
he instructed him at the same time, to secure the persons of every 
individual of the family of Mohilleb, whom he should discover at Bassorab 


/ 
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A. H. CU. disposition. Before the armies were yet either seriously or generally 
engaged, the smoke ascending fiom the conflagration of the bridge of the 
Tarikh Euphrates, being observed by the men ofBassorah, v^dio com posed the principal 

T«bry. part of the troops of Yezzeid, they were seized by a sudden and irresistible 
panic, and fled from the field without a single exertion. With equal disgust 
and indignation, at this early proof of their pusillanimity, Yezzeid, whom no 
consideration could ever reconcile to the idea of flying before the enemy, 
presented himself in the front of the battle, surrounded by his friends; whom 
he forbid to oppose the flight of these dastardly fugitives, trusting, as he 
expressed himself, that it would be the last occasion on. which God 
Almighty would bring him to the same place with such miscreants. 

This shameful desertion of the majority of his troops, independent of his 
natural intrepidity^ may probably have animated the son of Mohilleb to the 
most desperate exertions ; as he is acknowledged to have exhibited m the 
conflict of this day the most distinguished proofs ofbravery and resolution, to 
the discomfiture and slaughter of many a Syrian He was, however, in search 
a nobler victim. His voice was repeatedly heard, calling aloud on Mossle- 
-mah to desist from the slaughter of the unoffending multitude ; to disen- 
gage himself from the promiscuous ranks, and by a personal conflict with 
him, to spare their soldiers the necessity of further mutual extermination. 
Mossletnah, by whom the invitation was not unheard, turned with affected 
indifference to his followers, and demanded what they thought of this pro- 
posal. “ Is not this,” observed Kohel the son of Abbas, “Yezzeid the 
“ son of Mohilleb, the champion of all Irak ?” “ True,” said Mosslemab, 

^ but under present circumstances, it would be disgraceful in me to attend 
“ to fais invitation.” “ Your observation is very just,” replied the son of 
Abbas, “ here we have two alternatives, either dishonor or death , lei our 
^ general take his choice.” Mosslemah held his peace. About the same 
crisis some one approached, and announced to Yezzeid that his brother 
^abeib had fallen. On which he despondingly observed, that after the 
loss of such a brother, life was, to him, no longer of any importance: 

“ under any circumstances of defeat,” said be, “ it would have been always 
“hateful to me; it will be now intolerable.” Then calling upon his 
friends to advance, he placed himself at their head ; but outstnppmg them 
in the ardour of his courage, he soon left them behind, and engagiOf, in the 
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tn consequence of this early intelligence, the governor of Irak was enabled 
to seize the three biotheis ofYezzeid, Abdulmelek, Habeib, and Merwaun, 
whom, with all wlio were attached to them, he immediately imprisoned* 
in the mean time, the fugitive Yezzeid had reached a station called Ketau- 
tanah, within one stage of Kfifah , and very narrowly escaped seizure, from a 
party detached to intercept him, by the governor of that city, Abdul Ham-^ 
eid, the grandson of Zeid the brother of the Khalif Omar ul Khetaub. 
This party, through an accidental dela}^ m its commander, did 
not reach the station at which it was intended to expect the arrival of 
Yezzeid, until an hour after he had passed , and as these men were too 
much fatigued to proceed in pursuit of him, he was thus enabled to make' 
^ood hiS retreat to the neighbourhood of Bassorah. 

Without embarrassing the course of the narrative, by entering further 
too minutely into detail, it will be sufficient to notice, that after failing m 
an attempt to negociate with the governor of Iiak for the enlargement of 
his brothers, the son of Mohilleb succeeded m giving a total defeat to 
that commander, whom he drove for shelter to his palace in the 
town of Bassorah. Yezzeid then took post m the mansion of Shli* 
man the son of Zeiaud, which was contiguous to the palace ; and causing 
the latter to be entered by escalade, it was, after a short resistance, com- 
pletely m his possession, and the person of Auddy seized and brought 
belore his conqueror. On this occasion, observing a smile of contemptu- 
ous indifference on the countenance of his prisoner, Yezzeid is said" to have 
addressed him m these terms. “ By him that made us, I should have 
“ supposed that there were at least two circumstances, either of which 
might be thought sufficient to suppress thy risible propensities. One thy, 

“ inglorious flight from the field of battle, and thy holding of thy hands thus 
« in the attitude of supplication like a woman. The other, that thou art thus 
“brought to my presence like a fugitive slave to the presence of his lord.. 
“ Knou mg that there is nocapitubtion betwixt us, and that thou art entirely 
“ a prisoner at discretion, whv is it that thou hast aflected this indiflference- 
“\\hen reflection should remind thee, that 1 may immediately strike thy 
“head off?” “That thou hast obtained the advantage of me,’* replied 
Auddy, “ 1 cannot deny , but 1 also know that thy life and mine are 
bound by the same thread. I know, Yezzeid, that they will make thee 
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Vhicliwt ot rtio enemy, rptend terror and dcntli in every direction round 
him. 

He was thus exerting himself witlninparnUcIcrt gnllantr)’ in the holiest 
of the action, ami the Syrian squadrons Imcl repeatedly gi\cn ay before 
the impetuosity ofhis assault, when the ‘^auie Ahu Zehhnii, w ho-^e doubtful 
behavior might probably have already awakened con'^ideralde «;uspKion m 
the breast of Yezzoid, approached, with an inirouty that he would inimc- 
diatelv quit the field, and retire towards WnusMl , which he might secure 
and fortify, until he should be reinforced b\ the troops still c\pci ted front 
Bassorah ; as well as by those which were known to lunc embarked from 
Bahareyne, and the coast of Ommnn. “Thy counsel is unworthy of my 
“ notice,” said Ycrzeid, “since with me death will he far more tolerable, 
“than a life of igncminj.” “MyadMCC,” replied Aln’i Zehhah, “has 
“ entirely arisen from an anxious solicitude for the s.ifety of my general.” 
“ For what immediate reason demanded \i/7eid ; “ seist ilion not that 
“ phalanx of steel that is bearing down upon tbec^ ” said ilic intruder: 
“ M'’hat h ive I toapprohend from that observed \ ez/eid , ( nncluding w iih 
e request, that if he was disposed to take a sljnrc m the conflict, he 
w’ould keep at a distance from him. 

Rendered not less conspicuous by the spjniod grey charger on w hick 
he fought, Yezzeid continued to expose his person before the foroinosi 
ranks, still seeking for Mosslemah with indefaiigahlo cage rn e ‘■s , and lia\" 
mg at last approached within roach of the object of which he was m quest, 
the hero of the house of Ommeyah for a moment siood appalled ; but 
immediately recollecting himself, he was preparing to meet (he assaiili of 
his opponent, when his person was encircled by a croud of the byrians • 
and the gallant Vczzeid, unable to stem the torrent of overwhclmiim mul- 
titudes, soon afterwards fi II , together w'lth his brother Mahommed^ Sem- 
tneidia the Kvillaubite, and doubtless many more of bis bravest assorMt«' 5 . 
It vs, however, further related, that Kohcl the son ofAbbis fired with a 
noble emulation by the singular prowess with which, the liitherio invinci- 
ble Yezzeid seemed to sustain the assault ofhis enemies in all directions 
called out to the Syrians to maik the person of the son of Mohiilcb ; 
declaring with a solemn asseveration, that he would either kill bun, or that 
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r^^prtrtsjble for my fate. In the mean time, it is % business to reffect 
“ how invariably God Almighty has ultimately prospered his armies against 
“ tlie designs of traitors. Avail thyself of a speedy repentance, and hasten 
“ to make some reparation for the evils winch thou hast occasioned, before 
“ the tempest is at thy door; when thou wilt probably find none to treat 
^ with thee, and repentance wiH be unavailing.’^ “ To thy assertion,’* 
observed Yezzeid, “ that my life and thine are so closely bound together,! can 
onl} wish, in reply, that God Almighty would continue mine, no longer than 
“ while that water fowl dips its head beneath the stream, if any such con- 
nection truly existed ; and to thy menace that thy blood will be retaliated 
“ upon me, 1 solemnly declare, that if there were this day ten thousand Syr^ 
“ lans in my hands, I would saciifice them all to my just vengeance, in the 
same place and at the same hour. I am, however, persuaded that the 
circumstancealoneof my being in arms against them, will be considered by 
thy friends, as a far more dreadful and alarming calamity, than the slaugh- 
“terof ten thousand of their followers. But after all, it may be tby 
“ opinion, that if I became their suppliant, the)* might be induced to for- 
*‘give me all this bloodshed ; perhaps to gratify me mall 1 demand ; and that! 
“ would then cease from hostilities. * Know, mistaken man, that when 


** intelligence of what is now 'passing here, shall reach Damascus, tby 
boasted friends will be too much alarmed for their own security to think 
“ on thine. Perhaps the very least of their concerns will be that which 
“ ^elates to thee. Thou hast, finally, expressed an opinion, that I should 
” repair the injuries of which my undertaking has been the occasion. I 
“ shall take the liberty of reminding thee, that if I were m need of an 
instructor, of a monitor, of a person to preside in my councils, thou art 
“ not the man on whom my choice would rest.” He then ordered Auddy 
to be conveyed to his prison ; hut, as if suddenly recollecting some circuni- 
^stance which he had omitted to explain, he sent for him again, and addressed 
him for the last time, in the following words, « If ! am compelled to 
immure thee, Auddy, within the walls of a prison, it is to he solely 
ascribed to^hy detention, and severe treatment of my brothers, ip spite of 
my earnest solicitations to soften thfe. rigors of their lot.” The governor 
of Ir4k was now conducted to prison; though he continued to assure every 
one, that he did not yet entertain the slightesf apprehenstona as to life. 
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day perish by his hand. Then rushing forward with a troop of his followed 
he assailed him with the utmost fury and impetuosity ; and as the comi 
batants were immediately enveloped with a cloud of dust, the issue con' 
tinued for some time infeaiful suspense; hut the dust ultimately subsiding, 
the gallant Yezzeid was found a lifeless corse, and his no less brave 
assailant fallen not far from him, just breathing his last, and being already 
speechless, he could by no other means explain what had passed, than by 
alternately pointing to the body ofYezzeid, and to himself, to indicate that 
they had fallen by each othera hands, he immediately expired. Mossle- 
mah repairing soon afterwards to the spot, where the bodies lay side by side, 
acknowledged that with him at least there was no doubt, thatjtbe illustri- 
ous rebel had fallen by the hand of the son of Abbas , he could, however, 
not recognize the head of Yezzeid, until the blood and dust had been 
washed away, and a turban placed upon it; when the well known features 
being clearly traced, it was transmitted, without delay, in charge of Kha- 
led the son of Waltd ul Aukkebah, as an assured proof of his victory, to the 
KhaliPs piesence at Damascus. 

In the mean time, ignorant of the fate of his brother, Mufuzzel continued 
the action with undiminished bravery, at tbe head of his division , but 
when that event was announced to him, he hastily quitted the field of 
battle, and withdrew towards Waussit, leaving three hundred prisoners in 
the hands of the conqueror. These were, by order of Mosslemab, conveyed 
to Kufah, to the care of Mahommed the son of Arnrh. by whom they were 
imprisoned until tbe Khalifs pleasure should be known. Orders were, 
however, soon afterwards received from court, condemning them all to die ; 
and they were accordingly led to execution by twenty, and thirty at a time. 
When the last thirty were about to suffer, they alleged that, belonging to 
the tribe of Teraeim, if matters were justly appreciated, instead of punish- 
ment, they were entitled to reward ; since Mosslemah was, in a great 
measure, indebted to them for his triumph over Yezzeid. Tbe plea was, 
however, unavailing, and they were cut off to the last man. Although, 
when all had suffered, instructions were received from Mosslemah when 
too late, to suspend the execution of these unfortunate captives. 

The defeat and death of Yezzeid was, on the other hand, no sooner 
announced at Waussit, than the same unsparing vengeance was retaliated 
upon the unhappy prisoners left there in charge of hia son Mauweiah; 
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Although, on hecoining master of Bassorah, Yezzeid had been joined by 
the greater part of the inhabitants ofthattown and the neighbouring terri- 
tory, there were, however, many of the mOst respectable, particularly, of the 
tribes of Keyss.Temeira, and Malek, who withdrew; partly towards Khfah, 
to put themselves under the protection of Abdul Ilameid ; and partly 
towards Damascus, to convey themselves to the presence of their sovel-- 
eign. Among these latter was Howaury the son ofZeiaud, and Arntii ul 
Atteky. As they were hastening into Syria, they met on their way, with 
iLhaled the son of Abdullah ul Kesheiry, accompanied by Hameid the son 
of Abdulraelek Mohilleb}, and Amril the son of Yezzeid the Jlukkemitc, 
beanng proposals of peace and oblivion, from the reigning Khalif to the 
eon of Mohilleb. Howaury veiy' briefly told them that their mission was 
not likely to produce any effect with Yezzeid, since ho was now 
tnumphant over all opposition , and then proceeded to relate all that had 
recently passed at Bassorah. Both Khaled and Hameid insisted, however, 
with their companion, that he should proceed on the business with which 
he was entrusted ; as they were confident that the terms which he bore 
would be cheerfully acceded to by Yezzeid; neither were the assertions of 
a mao of such long established animosity to the family, ns Howaury, to be 
rashly credited. Nevertheless these expostulations e.xperienced but little 
attention ; the nephew of Yezzeid was delivered over to the custody of 
Abdurraihraan ulKullauby, and soon afterwards, together with his couzm 
Khaled, the son of Yezzeid, and Hemmaud the son ofZijer, who had been 
seized by Abdul Hameid the governor of Khfah, conducted to Damascus : 
where all three w'ere throwm by the Khalif into close imprisonment, from 
which they never lived to be enlarged. 

When the people of Bassorah had, however, in general engaged their 
allegiance to the authority oftheson of Mohilleb, and with him concurred 
m abjuring that of the Khalif Yezzeid, the doors of the public treasury 
were thrown open by the insurgent chief; and the sum of ten millions of 
dirhems,* distributed to the soldiers w'ho had jomed his standard. And 
further to extend his power, he dispatched his agents to secure possessioa 
of the several provinces of Almauz, and Parss, Kerman, and Mekraun, ta 

banks of the Indus. Presuming at the same lime, perhaps too coofi- 
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H. GI. dently, on liis inflnence with the public, lie ventured, as the representative 
of the Imaumut to address an assemblj, of the inlwb.tanls, whom he I, ad 
Tarikli called together in tlie principal mosque of,Bassorah; demanding their 
Tobry. obedience, by the sacred revelations of tlie Kq'ran, and by the law of their 
prophet. By the same sacred appeal he mged them to immediate hostili- 
ties against the Syrians , declaring that a war against that people was more 
meritorious than even against the hordes of fartary, or the unbelieving 
savages ofDeylem. i'or were they not the men by whom the children of 
the prophet were driven into hopless exile, among the wilds of Tartary, 
and among the infidels of Hindhstaun ; the murderers of the lamented 
Imaura Hfisscync and his family at Kerbela, and the barbarous violators of 
his saci ed remains. These effusions, unfortunately, awakened recollections 
but little favorable to the new born zeal of the son of Mohilleb and Hus- 
3un Bassory, who happened to be one of the assembly, could not forbear 
giving utterance to Ins indignation in the following expressions, “Good 
“God is it Yczzcid the son of Mohilleb that presumes to call upon the peo- 
“ pie by the word of God, and by the traditions of his prophet ?” Then with 
.a loud voice he was proceeding to address himself personally to the orator, 
whom he had given to undeistand, that, as a ruler and a subject, his merits 
were already sufficiently known to his audience, and that if he had any 
thing further to communicate, it could be beat explained to himself, when 
those who sat by, placing their hands upon his mouth, compelled him to 
silence. Enough had, however, escaped him to attract the attention of 
Yezzeid, though he studiously affected the contrary. In the mean tune,, 
the majority of the assembly had quitted the mosque , when Nasser ben 
Ibrauhim the grandson of Onss ben Malek well known in Isslam, stood 
„up, and demanded m support of Yezzeid, what should prevent the people 
from obeying an appeal, to which, excepting m the shorjt period of the 
reign of Omar Abdulazziz, they had been so long strangers > he was sud- 
denly interrupted by an exclamation of surprise from the same Hussun of 
Bassorah, that the descendant of Onss ben Malek should stoop to be the 
advocate of sedition. “ Is it necessary then to remind you,'’ said he, that 
“ this IS the same Yezzeid, who but the other day, struck oflf our heads, and 
“sent them by dozens to the Benin Mervvaun ; and now, forsooth, that he- 
has chosen to take ofifente with them, thinks to engage you in his quarref, 
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« world, to fix my choice on thee. And that choice it will behove Ihet 
“ by thy conduct, ultimately to justify.” He further bound him, 1., the 
most solemn oaths and engagements, to be faithful to the trust thus ekclu- 
sively reposed in his valour and attachment. 

Mosslemah becoming, however, apprized that the survivors of the family 
of Mohilleb, were thus assembled at Bassorah, dispatched, without further 
delay, a div’ision of his troops in quest of them. But as they were pre- 
pared for the pursuit, they embarked, as soon as informed of the approach 
of the enemy, on board the fleet W'hich had been eaily equipped for their 
reception, together with all their women and children, arms and efforts; 
and immediately sailed for the coast of Kermaun. From thence, in due 
time, they continued their retreat to Kennauzil, or Kundabeii, where they 
had been taiighttoexpect, at least, a temporary assy lum from their pursuers. 
Nevertheless, they found on their arrival, the gates of the place closed 
against them, and an absolute refusal, on the part of the ungrateful Wed- 
daya, to admit them into the town. A division of the Khalit’s troops soon 
afterwards came up with them, and in these desperate circumstances, com- 
pelled them to combat for ^existence. It appears, how e\er, rather an 
inconsistency in the statement, that, notw'ilhstancling his recent bi h.niour, 
Weddaya the Ezdian should have been entrusted with a comiiiaiid on their 
right wing, and another chief of the same tribe, with one of equal impor- 
tance on their left. Both these men had entered into previous articles 
With the Syrians , and in the heat of the action, abandoned their posf<j, and 
went over to the enemy. Perceiving the treacherous defection, Mcruatin 
the son of Mohilleb indicated a design to approach the quarter where the 
women had been lodged; but his brother Mftfuzzel, immcdiao ly guessing 
his purpose, and demanding w'hat he was about to do, he acknou Icdgcd that 
he was going to put the women to death ; since the apprehensions which he 
suffered on their account, \vcre infinitely more painful than the last crisis of 
his fate. The arguments of Mufuzzel prc\ailcd upon him to rchnqn/sh the 
horrid design, and to abandon the objects ol his anxieiy to their destiny. 'I fie 
gallant brothers then uniting their efiforts to withstand the Sj nans now 
pressing to their destruction, must have perished soon afterwards arrud 

heaps of their enemies ; together with all the race of Motolh h thai lore 

arms in the battle, including Mauweinh the smi of \ . //nd. and all his 
surviving uncles, of whom not one appears to have cscaptu the slaughter. 
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“by exhibiting a few^ cubits of linen at the head of a pole, and an hypncriti- 
“ cal appeal to the truths of 5 our rehgton. The most prudent step that you 
“ could adopt, in my opinion, would he immediately to seize his person, and 
“convey him to the sou of AbduUuelek ; and to that prison in which he 
** was so justly confined by Omar iVbdulazzizi to the entire removal of 
“ those feuds which otherwise threaten to disturb the peace of society.” 
But an universal clamour being now raised from all quarters, to demand 
if he meant to justify the cruelties of the Syrians, Ilussim indignantly 
disclaimed any such disposition ton ards the men who had dared toconfound 
every principle ot right and wiong ; who bad consigned the hallowed city 
of Medeinah for three successne days and nights, to plunder and massacre; 
who had dishonored the women of their brethren by the most scandalous 
expo'sure, had impiously violated, set fire to, and laid in rums, the temple 
of their God, the sacied sanctuary of the Kaaubah ; and to fill the mea- 
sure of their crimes, had put the forsaken children of their prophet to the 
suord, “ Eternal execration be upon them,” concluded he, “and upon 
“ all who adhere to them.” 

Notwithstanding this attempt to counteract his views, Yezzcid was 
shortly afterwards m a situatum to quit Bassorab, at the head of a numer- 
ous arm\ , and leaving his brother Merwaun in charge of that city, he 
consigned his treasures to another biother, Abduhnelok , and sending bira 
forward at the head ol lus advanced guard towards Waussit, he followed m 
the course of a few days, at the head of the mam body m the same 
direction. 

In the mean time, the intelligence which continually reached him, of 
the success of the insurgents, now extending from the lower to the 
more elevated regions of Irak Ajem, filled the mind of the imperial repre- 
sentative of the house of Ommeyah, at Damascus, rvith anxiety and alarm; 
and seemed to cast an impenetrable gloom on all his prospects. After 
considerable deliberation, he, however at last, determined to employ his 
brother, the warlike and experienced Mossleraah, m conjunction with 
Abbas the son ot U1 Walid, to stem the pi ogress of this formidable insur- 
rection , and having placed at their disposal the flower of the Syrian army 
he sent them towards Irak The two gene.als, m due time, appeared 
accordingly in great force at Heirah, where they encamped. 
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Mllnr. of r..,r=.., n.tn . ,c Inn.l. of it.e m lot ^ 

Tl ,11 cou,lr,„ne,l n, ofu u..v of Mo-1, n.nl. s to br .old . 

Il Jc: ■ l.,.,,|0h, .'or..u,l, tbc .00 of Abdollal. . -<> 

from iheobl.g.u.on of h.s o.uh, au<l takmu ii|>or) hlm^f 11 llu* pvircliAso of ihc 
[ bole of ibom, on a pr.musf a p.^N uumt ol ono honclr< d tbou«nncl d.rhrm. , 
^^hKbnc•^cr^pplM.., lo ba^o l-ro rmf.rou.K , xnnr.l, ll.r*;c unforlunalc 
c.ouixcs \\oroilius rovlt'cnui! Irom a ^laio <»f •.larcrr, In llic om inpinry 
huunnitv ofa r;cnorous in.liviaiial, in nrcum^t mn . n lorh might have 
cxposed'lnm 10' ilio ha/ard of^otne vorv (langoroin MnpinonH. 

Having thui. cMinrmcl ..Icvors vcMigv of so (ormnl.ihlc an incnrr.Titnn, 
M.i-^slem ih roconca from Ins hroih.-r the cntiro gov. nnmmi .vf Kufah and 

Bass-arah,tovv'n(happcnrMohavol.cfnnnnrNca the pn.v mreof Khorassinn. 

Thai of Kufah was .lopuicd to Malnmnnod ’/mlslmnnali, n crandgon of the 
Khahf ul Wahd. Ahoai jlu'l-anie period, the w rniory of .Maw , rnnn.du'r, 
including Bokh.Va and Samarkand, with Idi.infrh, and 1‘. rjinnnali, was 
conferred by Yc.wid, on Sanid iho stm of Amro, the .b-rslmc, tbc con- 
queror ofBo'^tauni. The provinces of A/e rlvjaii, and Armenia, were 
consigned to I liaubcl the Ncln.rwanian. 

Proceeding lo lake po«'t “ixion of his govrrnnent, Snnid cro';<;od the , 
Jcvhun at Balkli, and remaining at Bukhara and ^ nnarkainl, no lonu'cr than 
Tas neccpsarv to dispatch the proper arrange inrnis, marched ilircrlly into 
the icrrilorics of the juinco ot I'ergliaunah, before whose capital he novr 
encamped. But the prince of I’erghaunah sending to reqiust an accom- 
modation, Sauid agreed to give him peace, on the very moderate consider- 
ation of a sum of one hundred thousand dirhems, together with fiftv male, 
and lift}' female slaves, to all which the prince siibscrihcd, plcilgmg Inc 
band for the faithful perlormance of his part of the engagement. In the 
night, however, while the Mosslems lay buried in profound sleep, the 
Ferghauiiian, with ten thousand of his followers, suddenly entered their 
encampment, and succeeded in committing dephirable slaughter among 
them, until at last awakened from their surprise, the Mosslems stood to 
heir arms, and repulsed their treacherous assailants with equal slaughter; 
killing their prince, with two thousand of those who had accoinpaoied Imu 
on his inauspicious undertaking. 

The government of Khorassaun was, about this period, transferred by 
Yezzeid 19 his couzin Abdulmelek the son ol Besher, sou of Mervvuun, 

*2f29Ut 135 , 4 j /, 


.H CU. 
P 721. 

1 auKh 
Tcbry, 


H. niT. 

A D. rsif 



720 . 
TariLh 

I' -4* 

Tebiy, 
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A.D. 720. assembled his troops at #aussit, thought it necessary to consult with hii 
^friends, on the measures w^ich it would be most advisable to adopt in the 
, present posture of affairs, ^is brother Habeib proposed, withoht much 
hesitation, that be should immediately withdraw with the whole of his 
.force towards Parss, where be recommended that be should establish his 
head quarters. And that by fortifying and securing the different roads and 
pass^ acro'ss the mountains, and thus throwing himself between them and 
the important province of Khorassaun, the Syrians would find difficulties 
to surmount, arid the nar protracted far beyond their expectations, while 
the whole of the fortified places remaining in his hands, the hardy natives 
of the Kohestaun would not fail to .join his standard. To this system, 
whatever advantages it appeared to exhibit, Yezzeid decidedly objected ; 
^emariciing if he proposed to chain him like an eagle to the summit of the 
mountains of Irak Ajem ? “After the advice which I formerK" offered 
*' thee in vain,” replied Habeib, “ this to me appeared the best 
“suited to our' circumstances. Thou canst not have forgotten that on 
“ the reduction of Bassorah, 1 proposed to thee to detach a part of the 
“army, to take possession of Kufah, from Abdul Hameid: the man 
“ whose attempt to seize thee, w hen thy escort did not amount to more 
“ than eighty persons, afforded such a convincing proof of his inferiority; 
“ when the slightest exertion would have enabled thee to anticipate the 
“Syrians, in the possession of that city ; the principal inhabitants of M'hich 
“ have long ardently sought for an opportunity to submit to thy authority, 
••'There is, however, still one further plan which I would recommend to 
•* thy adoption. Let a strong division of the army, under the orders of one 
•‘of our nearest relatives, be immediately detached to occupy the produce 
“ of Jezzeirah; with instructions to take post under cover of some one of 
“the fortified towns with which that province abounds ; thou majst then 
“ put the remainder of thy force in motion ; and the Syrians, with their 
' “ attention thus divided, will, m all probability, be disposed rather to delay 
their attack, until they shall have been able to ascertain the object of these 
“ movements. In the mean time, the people of Mossfil, and those of the 
territory of Ahnauz, who may be inclined to espouse our party, will have- 
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A, H. Cirr, wifli the some powers ns had been formerly' enjoyed by his father^ Bal 
as this prince evinced a liberality of disposition, which did not exactly 
Tnrikir coincide with the views of Yezzeid, he was shortly afterwards removed* 
Tcbry. and Mosslcmnh the son of Zerrauh, appointed to supersede him. The 
latter sat himself down very quietly at Merit ; without giving'to his follow 
ers those opportunities/)? enriching themselves by the spoils of the infidels* 
and by foreign conquest, through which Ins predecessors had usually sought 
foi popularity and disimction. In the mean time, Thaubet the governor of 
Azerbaijan, being ordered to advance towards Derbend of the Alans* to 
suppress an insuiiect/on of the ''Jiozzers, was attacked and defeated with 
great slaughter by that people, at a place called Meij-ul-hijaurah. 
Encouraged by their saccea*-, the Xhozzers immediately advanced into 
Armenia ; while Yczzeid dischaiged his fury and vexation on the head of 
Ins general ; and with more than ordinary diligence, equipping a fresh army* 
he sent it, under Jerrauh the son of Abdullah, the Hukkemite, towards that 
province, in order to punish anjJ expel these rebels against bis authority, if 
such theymightbe called, who had never been more than imperfectly sub* 
jugated. 

On entering Armenia, Jefraub* hovVever, found that the Khozzers bad 
evacuated the province on his approach ; and retired into the strong hold of 
the Baub-ul-ab{iaub, the Caspiee Portse of the ancients, and the Derbend of 
the moderns. The Mahommedan general pursued ; and having allowed 
his troops a short repose in the territory of Berdia, the abode of Alexander's 
queen of the Amazons, he crossed the adjoining river, the Kfirr, and con* 
tinuing his march to the district of Rfidbaur, within two fursungs of the 
Baubulabuaub, he there encamped. Here be requested that the chiefs of 
the neighbouring mountainous regions would repair tojoih him j one of his 
followei-s, at the same time* suggesting the expediency of a halt of three 
days, to supply himself with provisions and forage. Jerrauh presented 
himself soon afterwards before Baub-Ul-abuaubj^and finding it abandoned 
by the enemy, he passed, and encamped his army on a rivulet, about half 
a fursung on the opposite side of this celebrated bulwark. While a part of 
his army, amounting to five thousand men in two divisions, were employed^ 
the one to plunder the town in his rear, and the other to drive the territory 
of Derwauk, or Dervauk, with mstructions to rejoin him, without fail, the 
following day, Jerrauh, with the remainder of his troops, estimated at 
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twenty thousand strong, prosecuted liis march, and again encamped at (he A. H. eitl. 

distance ofsix lursungs \Miliin the pass. ^ t-> roi 

The detachments which he had emploj'cd to plunder the country, soon 
rejDined him, with several thousand head of sheep and cattle, and three 
thousand captives : and, what was of some importance, the information 
o( these ravages seems to have hastened the arrival of Ilartcheng the son 
ot rhe Khaugan, or Khaun of the Khozzers ; who now approached with 
forty thousand of his followers, to give battle to the invaders In the con- 
flict which ensued, the Mahommednns, animated to a pitch of desperation 
by the assurances of their leader, that they had no place of retreat, no hope 
of safety, but in God and the exertions of their own \aIour, overcame all 
resistance on the part of the enemy, and obtained a signal victory, which 
enabled them to appear in triumph before the walls of a fortress, 
which IS here distinguished by the general name of llcsseine, hut winch at 
at this distant penod, if that weie of any importance, it would be very 
difficult. It not impossible to recognize. The inhabitants, how'ever, soiirrht 
and obtained terms from Jerrauh , who proceeded next to a city caHcd 
Yerghu, or Bergliu,* to ivliicli, aflcr experiencing a resistance of three 
days, he also granted a capitulation. Still advancing into the territory of 
the Khozzers, the next place tvliich he came before, is called .Mclinjer or 
Melkhidjcr, the approach to which, the inhahilai.ls had further forlifietl by 
a barricade of three hundred waggons, fastened together « iili rones This 
one af the soldiers of Jerrauh observing, immedialel.v dctcrni'ined to 
remove and calling upon such of his .tssociates as wore willing to detole 
hemselves m the cause of Clod, to follow linn, be made for the waggons 
accompanied bv about one hundred of bis country men , and cutli, 5 the 
topes by «.hich they were fastened together, drew them all to the en^mo 
ment. in spite of the arrows and other missiles with which he was ass'iiled' 
without cessation, from the walls of the town TheM'. i ’ 

desperate attack, became soon afterwards mastem of the n| cJ" '"T’ “ 

siderable booty, but the ponce, with .ihout fifty of hi, f:!::;.:' 
his escape, as is here represented, towards the territory of ^ 
more piobably into the regions of Tart arv adioinm- to ll \' « 

- ,b. .... 
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WraseTf soTar k an enemy’s territory, and to commit to hazard the safety 
of so many Mussulmans. The Jershite alleged, that these instructions 
had reached him at a period when providence had already wrought the 
destruction of the Khozzers, by the decided advantages placed in his 
hands. Buthadsuch a letter been communicated at an earlier period, his 
orders would not have been disobeyed. “ Tis false,” replied Mosslemah : 
^Inscribe It to the -spirit of ambitton, with which thou art possessed, that 
•“ thy exploits should become the theme of observation ; that the world 
should celebrate the numbers, forsooth, whom the Jershite has put to the 
sword.” “Nay,” rejoined Sauid, “ such views 1 utterly disclaim ; it is 
^ the approbation of my God, on the contrary, that I have ever sought. 
*‘My conduct was justified by every consideration of prudence and policy; 
■“ and of that my general IS aware.” Enraged beyond all bounds by the 
freedom of such an address, IMosslemah broke out into the most violent 
■expressions of abus'e , and the attendants having, by his directions, struck 
him several times on the neck with the fist, he caused his standard to be 
broke to pieces over his head, and consigned him to close confinement m 
ike prisons of Berciia. 

This treatment of so distingnislied a commander when reported to 
Haushaum, seems to have excited his highest displeasure ; and he accord*- 
ingl} wrote to acquaint Mosslemah that he was fully apprized of every 
particular of his misconduct, and unwarrantable abuse of power. Thea 
recapitulating every circumstance of his behaviour towards his predecessor 
in command, he did not scruple to ascribe it to motives of the basest jeal- 
ousy, and envy, on account of the splendid successes with which providence 
had been pleased to distinguish the exertions of the son of Amr&. Aftef 
all, if he could prevail upon himself, by a just and ample reparation of the 
injury, to exhibit the onlv proof tha’ would be accepted, of repentance for 
his misdeeds , ifby hastening to appease the wounded spirit of Sauid, he 
obtained the forgiveness of that chief, and by every mark of honor, suc- 
ceeded in regaining his good uill. he might then, and then onlv, calculate 
upon having secured the pardon of his sovereign. Oiherwi-e, he was no 
stranger to the situation to which he would be reduced in his npinum ; 
to the circumstances m which they must then stand, with respect to one 
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A. H. CIV. supposed to depend upon that celebrated capital. He left^ however, liia 
wife and children to share the fate of the unfortunate inhabitants, who 

Tarikh were, as usual, condemned without alternative, to be sold for slaves. 

T«bry. This afforded to the Mahommedan commander an opportunity ol furnish- 
ing in his own person, another example of humanuy to the vanquished, 
so rarely exhibited in the history of his countrymen ; although his alleged 
motive that circumstances might yet arise, when such an instance of 
generosity would be remembered to his advantage, may not be allowed to 
acquit him entirely on the score of self interest. He purchased the family 
of the prince of Meimjer, or whatever it may be called, on his own account, 
at the ex pence of a considerable sum of money ; and sending to the hope- 
less fugitive proposals of peace and protection, he prevailed on him to 
return: and with his territorj' and government, gratuitously restored to him 
what might have been equally dear, his forsaken Wife and lost children. 

From hence, Jerrauli proceeded to another fortified town, which^ 
although defended by a population of forty thousand mea, submitted on 
the appearance of the Mussulman troops, and afforded a further accumula- 
tion of spoil, to a great amount. He is now stated to have directed his 
march for Samarkand ; from which it might be supposed that he had 
already encircled, in his progress, the northern extremity of the Caspian ; 
a conclusion, by no means sufficiently warranted by the premises. He 
ivas, however, proceeding in this -uncertain direction, when a letter reached 
him from the prince of Melinjer ; urging his immediate return to oppose a 
most formidable combination of the mountain chiefs, who had violated the 
faith of treaties, and were assembling their troops in great multitudes, to 
cut off his retreat. This information, the Tartar prince declared he had 
been induced to convey to him, as the smallest return he could make for 
the generous restitution of a wife and family, uninjured both in person and 
honor. Jerrauh, on the receipt of such an alarming piece of intelligence,, 
countermarched his army without the smallest delay ; but being compelled 
to suspend his operations, by the breaking m of winter, at a Tartar canton- 
ment called either Shekky, or Shelly, or some such name, he remained 
here in winter quarters, anxiously looking out for reinforcements at the 
.termination of the season ; when information arrived that the Khalif Yez- 
^id was dead, and that he had been succeeded by his brother Hashauim 



AH. evil, nnothcr. Tl)c nrrival of this mprited reprehension, ’appenrs tohavep^i^ 
(inred iho desireti eOert, even on the liiL'Ii spirited and haughty iMos^Iemah. 
'lankh immediately .sent the Kl.aliPs letter to the .Jershite, and besought his 

Tcbry. forgn eness, it h every expn ‘^sion ofregret, and the must positive assu^nces 
that every thing shouhl be done, to atone for the injuries which be 
liad sustnmod. The messengers ol llashaiim now conducted the Jershite 
from Ins prison to the pn M*nee of xMossIcmah, uho received him with 
extraordinary kindness , and hav 1111: clad him nith the customarj dress of 
honor, gave to him and loins kindred the most liberal presents, conferring 
upon them, at the same time, an aiigmeiiLition in their assignments on 
the eoncjuered lands, ton very considerable extent , such indeed, observes 
our author, ns were ucll knoun to continue m their possession for many 
ccntuncs afterwards. 


Having, by tins conspicuous net of justice, secured the approbation of 
ins brother, Mo^slcmnh jmthisarmv m motion; and appeared before the 
gates of a certain fortress m the terntorv ol .bhinaun, to uhich, as the gar- 
rison refused Ins summons to surrender, he immediately laid siege. 13 ut 
percciv mg, alter considerable exertion, that the place v\ as proof against 
the ordinary methods of attack, lip turned the siege into a blorkade, 
resolving to star\ e the garrison into submission. And in this he was suc- 
cessful. Jn a short time the inhabitants finding their provisions exhausted, 
ofTered to capitulate, nfjticslmg no other terms, than that none of them 
should be put to death. Mossicmah very re^ulil^ swore that he w-nuld not 
put one man of them to death; a promise, with which, without suspecting, 
its msidiotis ambiguity, they were too perfeedy sati'-fied. They opened 
their gates, and r-dmquisbcd their dehmees to the discretion of a perfidious- 
adversary. Of one thousand soldiers, which composed the garrisuii, 
Mosslemah caused nine hundred and niiiety-nine to be immediately pul to 
the sword, one p<‘rsnn only, in concurrence with the letter ot h;s oath, 
being ox< mpted from ihe slaughter, lie then demolished the fortifications 
of ibe place, and po'secuted his march towards the Baubulabuaub, anneotly 
considered the key of Azerbayjan, (the Media Atropateiie perhaps) from, 
that quarter. 

On Ins approach to that celebrated bulwark, most of the principal towns- 
subraiUcd 10 Mossb mah, the different v hn is with their followc-s in general 
uniting themselves to his army , the pnuoesof the neighbouring mountainsof 
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In the couTse of the year one hundred and five, while this prince resided a. H. C^. 
ftt one of his palaces, somewhere in the territory contiguous to the river A.D.72S. 
Jordan ? and while amusing himself in a garden with one of his W'omen, of Kholaussuu 
the name of Jauriah, to whom he w-as passionately attached, it happencd> ul-akhtquK 
that of some grapes w'hich he was employed in tossing at her, and she was 
catching with her mouth, one unfortunately stuck in her throat ; and pro- 
ducing a violent fit of coughing, terminated in her immediate suffocation. 
Inconsolable for her loss, Tezzeid, for the space of a week, refused to suffer 
the lifeless frame of this beloved female to be conveyed to the receptacle 
of the dead ; and continued his visits to the apartment in which she lay, 
until the remonstrances 6f his courtiers compelled him at last to give orders 
for her interment. The sense of the accident preyed, however, so vinlenily 
upon his spirits, and left so deep and fatal an impression in his heart, that 
after surviving but a very few days, he became a victim to his grief, and 
follow'ed his mistress to the grave. This is the account which we derive 


from the relation of some historians; while others briefly ascribe the death 
of Yezzeid to a consumption, or gradual decline, to wdiicli he ultiprately 
fell a sacrifice,* on Friday the twenty.fifth ofShabaun, of the year one hun- 
dred and five,t at the age of forty-five, and after a reign of four years, 
lacking fourteen days. He had, while in good health, secured the immedi-* 
ate succession to his brother Hashaum, w'lth reversion, on the demise of 
the latter, to his own son Walid ; whom at a subsequent period, we sh ill 
find accordingly seated on the throne of the Khalifs, among those epliem 
eral sovereigns, who exhibited a short lived and fleeting splendour ,ust 
before the final extinction of the power of the house of Ommeyah. ’ 

Hashaum the son of Abdulraelek, tenth Khahf of the housJof Ommev 
In three days from the death of h.s brother, Hashaum arrived from 
Ressaufah at Damascus and ascended the vacant throne without oppnsi- 

Tk/ii to Jerrauh the son of tr 

Abdullah, with promises of speedy reiiiforoeraent,. to enable him to prose- XA kkIV 

cute the war against the Khozzers; and heremovedAmrtlihe son of V. a r^ r 

Hobatrah from the government of Irak to whwh I- n a u i Yezzeid of the house 
.nn„,„..aK i. a ’“"“"‘’“•’“'Iboenbutrecentlv 

.ppointed by his predecessor, and transferred that province to Klialed the *»• ‘ 
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A. H. CV. son of AbHjillah ul Kasheiry ; vvifh iristnlPtions to (Jepnte hh brother 
A. P. 724. Asseid to preside over Khorassaun, and to seize the jitrson of Annfi the 
Kholdissut- l£\te governor of Irak, from whom he was to exaet a rigfd account of the 
ttl-akhoaur. revenues of his province. On his arrival at Bassorah, the seat of hts govern* 
ment, Khaled accotdingly confined his predecessor, and by various 
seventies, succeeded m extorting from him property to a vast amount , m 
defiance of the clamours of the inhabitants, whose affections he had gamed 
by the mildness and benignity of his administration. Thee«hanties which 
he, however, continued to distribute among his fellow^ prisoners, wrought 
so powerfully in his favor, that Ararb found it not difficult to escape fium 
his confinement , but as his flight could not be long concealed fiom Khaled, 
he was soon afterwards pursued, overtaken, and put ta death by Malek the 
sou of Ul Munzer, whom that chief had emp^loyed to secure him ' a ciiv 
cumstance which occasioned such violent displeasure in Hashaum, w'hose 
view's did not probably extend beyond bis property, that the executioner 
W'as immediately sent for to his presence , and after suffering a severe beaU 
ing on.the neck, and his nose to be crushed, w'as thrown into a prison, where 
he soon expired under tire punisbrnents which wei.e further inflicted upon 
him. 

Tarikh Having received the instructions of Hashaum, Jerrauh the son- of Ab« 
Tsbry. dullah, in order to meet the promised reinforcements, w’ltlidiew from the 
cantonment in which he hid passed the winter, and came to the castle of 
Berdaa, or Berdia, on this side the w'aters of the Kbrr , and from thence 
to Baylegaun, and ultimately la Ardebeil j where he remained, while 
detachments from his army w'ere employed in carrying slaughter and pil- 
lage through the districts of Moghaun and Kbotlan. In the mean time, 
the prince of the Khozzers summoned to join him all the neighbouring 
infidel powers, to aid in the total expulsion of the Mahommedans; and as 
they hastened to his standard m incredible multitudes, the Khaugan dis- 
patched them with his son Bartcheng at their head', famvade the province 
of Azerbayjan. This prince, accordingly, encamped soon afterwards at the 
confluence of the two rivers, the Kurr and Oras, with an array oftbree hun- 
dred thousand men ; and crossing into the territory of Moghaun, madehim- 
self master of the principal town, and put all the garrisons there, and 
elsewhere, that fell into his hands, to the sword, without mercy. He then 
directed hia course m search of Jerrauh, whose troops being at this periotS 
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A.H, evil, Inti’oduced to our notice. Observing the menacing position into which 
the enemy were throwing themselves, he spurred up his charger, and dis- 
Tarikh engaging himself from the surrounding squadrons intreated his associates, 
Tebiy. by the most precious sacrifices which he was ever ready to make for their 
welfare, to hold firm to their stations at this momentous crisis. Let your 
“ words be fewer,” said he, “since nothing so manifestly betrays a defect of 
** natural courage, as such a disposition to loquacity in the hour of battle. 

Beware also that you use 3^our swords as combating in the presence, 
-♦‘and in the cause of the living God.” 

The armies now joined in mutual conflict, in which they continued 
with persevering fierceness and obstinacy, and with multiplied slaughter, 
until tile close of the day. At this moment, one of the Khozzer nation 
becoming a suddeh convert to Issliim, and not less likely a traitor to the 
cause of his sovereign, approached Mossleinah , and requested to know, 
if he was not desirous of ascertaining v/here the Kiiagan of the Khozzers 
was to be founds the Mussulman prince eagerly demanding where he was 
to look for him, the faithful proselyte directed his attention to a waggon 
which stood opposite to him, with a covering of-rich brocade; and in which 
be told him rode the monarch for whom he sought. Calling to iVJerwaiin, 
jVIosslemah immediately pointed out to him this interesting object, signi- 
ficantly observing, that the same gorgeous vehicle contained the person.of 
their most powerful adversary. With a brevity which bespoke his resvdu- 
lution, Merwaun replied, tliat this was a piece of service, for the execution 
of which, he would be alone lesponsible. Some other Mussulman chief 
interposing, however, to dissuade them from unnecessarily emiagnig in 
any rash design ; and to assure them that the Khagan never exposed himself 
in these circumstances, without a formidable escort ofhis stoutest warriors, 

' further advanced it as his opinion, that one of the most experienced of their 
veteran chiefs, with a squadron composed of the most distinguished among 
the Mosslems, for courage and intrepidity, should be exclusively employed 
on this hazardous undertaking. The suggestion had sufficient weight with 
Mosslemah, who sending accordingly for Thatibet the Neherwanian, 
already knowm to the reader by his unfortunate defeat in the eaily part of 
the war, gave him charge of one thousand men, the flower of his army, 
with oiders to make an immediate attack on the viaggon of the Khagan ; 
,stad an assurance, that jf he was successful m the enterpi ize this 
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ijefflitrertl'' r^’^ppriGd tbr'iidi the dincri’iit lo\\r‘; of ^zprl)n^j&n, nfTbrdrd A. H cy, 
to tbo 1' lio^zeis aiiopiK'i uuuv, commiHiug, uiiti nit u srraint the most 
fatal ravages tbioug'ioiit ihi; countiy , with a (bspariiy <>1 ntimbcr, \\ bicb lanih 
Sf^mecl to ex«‘luilo a.l posbibility ol siiorp^s, Jerraub disdained, however, Tebo’. 
to avoid a ooadtet with the enemy ; or oven to take advantage < f a stnmg 
position at the loot i^t Mount Seblan, or Silan, to vvhieli he was nrued to 
withdraw, by one of the natives of the country ; tmtil time and rircmn- 
Stantes should piocluce some change in his favor, or until the promised 
reinforcements of Idasliaum should arrive to Ins relief. At a Mli.ige ealied 
Shehervaun, he pitched Ins tents, and determined to give battle to ihe 
Kliozzers , who did not long w ithhold an opportunity of bringing his rrso- 
lutioii to the test. They encamped m Ins presence, and a desperate action 
unuiediately ensued ; in which, notwillistaiuiing every advantage of dispo- 
sition and discipline, his troops were compelled to give way to the prodigi- 
ous superiority of number on the part of the enemy, already' sufticiently 
elated by recent successes, I3y the most forcible appeals the Mussulmans 
were, however, prevailed uiion to rallv for a tunc , but their chief having at 
last perished, intrepidly combating at tlu head of ilieir ranks, they were 
totally defeated, and m great numbers put to the sword; and the women and 
children of .krrauh falling alive into the hands of the enemy, contributed 
to reflect the greater horror, on the cirb.umstances of this disastrous defeat. 

Some of the fugitives escaped to Damascus, and communicated to Uash- 
aum the particulars of this lat<d discomfiture, to the equal gnef and con- 
sternation of himself and all his subjects. The Khozzers, in the mean 
time, advanced to the gates of Ardebeil, which they immediate ly invested; 
and the inhabitants, after resisting for some lime with considerable firmness 
but finding themselves closely pressed without the smallest prospect of 
relief, consented m an evil hour to surrender the town. The Tartars 
immediately entering, put every man bearing arms to the sword, making 
captives of the women and children, and conveying away every description 
of property which they might not think it necessary to destroy."^ They then 
dispersed through the neighbouring towns and villages, putting to death 
every Mussulman that fell into their hands, and committing every species 
of enormity and outrage. 

To repair these disasters, and put a stop to the further desolating ravages 
Qf the JxhQwers, Sauid the son of Amrti the Jershite, at this period re^cf. 
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entrusted to his execution, there would be no bounds to the fnvors, the A.H.C^TT, 
rewards, with \\ Inch it nould be the busuu'ss of his general to load him 
ever alter. The crisis t\ as too important to admit of much delay. Tba- Tankh 

bet, with his intrepid band of narnors, hastened to execute this supposed Tcbry. 

arduous piece ofdutN , and penetrating, after a fierce and obstinate resist- 
ance, to the \\ aggon, be cut down the materials w Inch sustained the canopy, 
in doing which, his sword reached the person of the Kliagan ; but that 
prince, by a precipitate and hasty retreat from the danger, narrowly escaped 
to hide himself, among those iiuillitudcs which }el opposed an impenetra- 
ble mass to the efforts of his assailants. The INIhssulmans continuing 
however, to bear upon them with unabated ardour and impetuosity, the 
Khozzers w'ere at length driven from the field of battle, ui the utmost con- 
sternation ; leaving to their conquerors an incalculable boot} , and a glorious, 
because a well contested \ictory. 

Thus triumphant, Mosblemah returned w iih his army to the Babulabh- 
aub; m the probable hope, that discouraged by the discomfiture of their 
sovereign, the garrison might be induced to surrender. In addition 
to the force already stated, we are now informed, that it was further 
defended by the male part of one thousand Kliozzer families, all of 
W'liom W'ere, at any rate, on the present occasion, closely intestcd 
w'lthin the ramparts of the place. Finding, how'ever, at the expiration of 
some days, that he had made but little progress tow’ards the attainment of 
his object, Mosslemah w'as about to raise the siege; when, fortunately, one 
of the natives of the countrj', on condition that Ins property, and wife and 
children, should be secured to him, engaged to put the Mussulman general 
in possession of this always important post. His terms being readily sub- 
scribed to by Mosslemah, the man further required that one hundred head 
of sheep and oxen might be immediately placed at liis disposal ;and with 
these and the necessary aid, he proceeded to a certain spot, where the 
celebrated Noushirv4n« the son of Kobad, surnamed the just, was known 
to have discovered the spring, from w'hich, by a subterraneous communi- 
cation, he supplied the place with water. Here, after careful inspection, 
he caused the people who had attended him, to dig up the soil, until they 
found again this ancient spring. The cattle which he had brought for the 

• This celebrated monarch filled the Persian throne, from about the year 530 to 578 of 
the Chnsttan chronolocry , in the forueth of whose reigo, took place the birth of Mahommfed 
which he survived eight year^. 
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ing at Balkh, wa^ pointed out, by the unanimous voice of his ministers, to 
Hashaum, as the person best qualified by his talents and courage. He was 
accordingly sent for into Syria, and having been fully apprized ofthedis- 
corafiture, and death of Jerraub and the principal part of his army, was 
immediately required to prepare for an expedition into Azerbayjaun with 
such a force as would be competent to avenge the sufferings of his slaugh- 
tered countrymen. A levy of thirty thousand men, chosen from the Synan 
troops, was then placed under his orders ; and as on other important occa- 
sions, a standard, prepared by the Khalifs personal directions, was 
delivered into his hands : with all which, and liberally supplied for his own 
and the subsistance of his army, he accordingly took his departure for 
Azerbayjaun. 

On reaching the town of Erzenjaun, he was met by several of the com- 
panions of Jerrauh, who explained to him further particulars of the 
misfortune which had befallen their general and his array, and awakened 
afresh the emotions of sorrow for that deplorable catastrophe. Having 
however, furnished these men with arms to avenge their recent losses, he 
proceeded to the gates ofEkhlaut; which being in the hands of the infidelsj 
occupied some days m the reduction. After that, putting the garrison to 
the sword, and dividing, as usual, the booty among his followers, be con- 
tinued to advance through the country; successively making himself 
master of the various fortresses and castles m his way, until be penetrated 
to the terntory of Berdia ; to the inexpressible joy of the surviving Mussul- 
man inhabitants, whom he exhorted his followers to relieve to the extent 

their abilities. 

From Berdaa, or Berdia, Sauid conducted his troops to Baylekaun, or 
Beylegdun; and there receiving, from one of the oppressed inhabitants, a 
relation of the injuries, which, in common with others, he bad suffered 
from the Terkhan, or officer whom the prince of the Khozzers had left in 
charge of the neighbouring districts, he determined to, employ a detach- 
ment under one of his own kinsmen to surprise this person, and the troops 
who were with him. As the Tartars appear to have been ignorant of the 
approach of their assailants, and otherwise totally absorbed in the exce<5se8 
of brutal debauch, the detachment was completely successful; cutting their 
commander to pieces, in the presence of the women whom he bad forcibly 
tome from iheir parent ; and killing all of his followers whom they found 
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CVTI, pwrpftflo, were tbon collected, and slaughtered at the fountain hpad; an3 
^U. 725 the blood tloumg into the channel, and mixing wiin me bfream, uas thu« 
Tarikh conveyed to the reservoirs -and cisterns, on which (he ganison solely 
Tebry. depended for supply. .Whep he conceived that this polluted stream had 
su/ficiently communicated its impurities to the different reservoiis, 
he caused its course to be sutldeuly stopped, and diverted into 
into a neighbouring nvulet. TJie KJiozzers, next morning, to their great 
surprise and horror, perceiving tbeir cisternsiilled with blood, ^nd before 
the expiration of 'the day, that they su armed v\ith loathsome and innumer- 
: 9 ble vermin, were, as might be exported, souii leduced to a state of des- 
pair, by tile most tormenting thirst, while the author of their distresses 
repairing to Mosslemah, assured him that the garrison were pensliing of 
.thirst; and that if he withdrew toaJittle distance off, they would not fail to 
betake themselves to flight, and abandon the place to his discretion. 
And this suggestion benig accordingly attended to, the Khozzers, as soon 
as It was dark, threw -opeu their gates, and fled with their utmost expedi- 
tion ; the Mussulmans returning to take possession of the place, which 
they now entered without further obstacle. 

Mosslemah, after causing the tanks and reservoirs to be purified from 
,the recent contamination^ is said to have divided the city, on this occasioDi 
into four distinct quarters, which he allotted respectively to the four des- 
criptions of men of whom his army was principally composed, namely, to 
the men of Damascus, Constantinople, Harness, and Jezzeirah, from whom 
they continued to be denominated to the days of our author, und perhaps 
long afterwards. He assigned the immediate government to one of his 
' companions, Fereid the sou of U1 Assuad the Thhlebite ; with instructions 

to fortify afresh the four sides of the city, with walls and battlements, and 
gates of iron. Then allotting to every individual, whom he had established 
in the place, a sufficient maintenance, he delegated the government -of the 
province to his kinsman Merwaun, and returned into Syria. 

On intelligence of the departure of Mosslemah, the Khozzers appear to 
have resumed their confidence, and to have recoiled once more upon their 
-adversaries ; but Merwaun, not inferior either in talents or courage to hi* 
predecessor, speedily assembling his troops, hastened into the territory of 
Melinjer, at the head of forty thousand men, to oppose them. He pursued 
them into their (Own countiy ; and after exhibiting the ordinary scenes of 
slaughter and devastation, reconducted his followers with great multitude* 
^ cattle for ^heii spoil, into his province. This expedition having bees 
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cn the Illation, refumrd with n^on^^crahlc booty, to thr.r cmml; to 

^^h^,n tins apponod nn niooura^niuM'rolmUs to thr morr . 

Huporiaiit ‘scenes ul^^arlar<•, m uhich he ^^as nhonl to engage u.lh the 

Kljozzt rs . • j 

I he u\a)n bmlvof the latter nation in the mean lime, enramprd, 

under lhirlehene,belore the eate^ of \Vnkan, ulmh the> ihr. atcin tl to 

rciUice ,aii(l it vva*! of ronsidemhle importniire that the inhnbinnl«; •should 
be appiized, that «;iiccoiii> were at hand. Tins wa«: arrnmphslu d tlir<)n!:li a 
name of lia\ 1« k.‘ni, who. on this occa«;ion, < Im ilnlK dciolid liiniM-lf to 
ccrrain death, to promote the \ lew s of Ins g< iiernl. ^^(es<;^rlly falling 
into the hands of the btMegcr*^, in .approaefnii'.: the town, he nbt lined from 
them permission to communicaK' unh the mh.dntnnis on their walls , on a 
promise, that the mlonmtion whirl) he ga\e tin m, should he the \ery 
reverse of what he w. IS omploNcd to convey: Imi hemp ronfluciod for 
that purpose to a convenient sjmt, near the wfirks of the town, and having 
fust caused the people to recognize him, h\ n remarkable pve-hald lior<e, 
of which he was know n to he the owner, lie annnnncrd to them, w itli o 
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loud voice, thcjovful intollmcncc that .‘'uiiid the son of Amnii, w illi n 
powerful army, was arrived at navlckann, to ilieir relief, and exhorting 
them to persevere in the defence oftlie'r cil\, In- told them, ilini, for lits 
own part, he knew that immediate death awaited him among the Khozzers, 
and hid them an eternal farcvvel. 'I'lic mformaimn was received hv the 
mhabitants w iih shouts of triumph, nnd thi‘y stood to ihtir th fence with 
redoubled alacrity, while the faithful messi nper was led to his fate. On 
the other hand, to confirm the mlcllipencc which he had thus conveved to 
them, Saiiid caused great fires to he kindled in llienciglihonrhood of llav- 
lekaun, the smoke of winch, asrcndnig to the skv,nt the same lime, reas- 
sured the inhabitants of the apjiroach ol succours, and indicated to the enemy 
the necessity of raising the siege , w Inch they iinmodiaicly proceederl to do, 
withdrawing from thence, through the plains of Belasciijan, to the fortress 
of Bauj, or Saujiuan, of which it would he in vain to trace the situation. 

Upon this, the Jershite encamped, without opposition, under the walls 
of Werkaun ; and received from the inhabitants, together with an ahuudaiit 
supijJj of forage and provisions, a reinforcement to his army of two tliou- 
«and men. With these he now proceeded in pursuit of the Khozzers, who 
are here unaccouutahiy slated to have retreated m the direction ot Ardebeil; 
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undertaken in the midst of winter, has been denominated the Ghflzfl-el. A.H CVII 

teyne, or war in the mud, from the incessant ram, ,and consequent miry 

state of the roads, which suggested to Merwaun the expediency of an order 1 ankh 
to his cavalry, to dock the tails of their horses ; an order, which, in other 
circumstances, would probably have awakened in the array a suspicion, 
that their general was either disordered in his intellects, or that they were 

in mourning for some dreadful calamity. 

Merwaun was, however, in the spring, removed by Hashaum, from his 
government, which was now resto'red to Sauid, the Jershite ; who came 
accordingly, and fixed the seat of his authority at Baub-ul-abuaub, engaging 
M’lth his usual indefatigable activity in a series of hostile designs against 
thej. neighbouring infidel states. But in the midst of these operations, 
being seized by a defluxion of black humour m the eyes, he became shortly 
afterwards totally blind , and having written to announce h,is misfortune td 
Hashaum, he was immediately recalled, and Merwaun, with the necessary 
powers dispatched to supply his place. 

On this occasion, Merwaun is stated to have quitted Syria, with a force 
of one hundred and twenty thousand men ; a pretty strong proof of the 
importance attached to the war, in which the disciples of the Koran had 
been now so long engaged with the hardy and intractable inhabitants of the 
regions of Caucasus. Thus powerfully attended, at any rate, he now 
entered Armenia, and encamped at a place here called Gussaul or Kessaul, 
it IS difficult to determine which, forty Persian leagues, or farsangs, from 
Berdia, lu the peninsula of the Kurr and Oras, and twenty from Shekky, 

As he did not sufler any considerable delay to precede his entering on 
offensive operations, the petty chiefs of Armenia were early subjugated • 
and the different fortresses throughout the country, having alternately sub* 
muted to his arras, he found himself, perhaps, sooner than might have been 
expected, entire master of that difficult and warlike province. Next dis*' 
patching to require the junction of the troops which formed the garrison 
or covered the approach of Bah-ul-abfiaub, he conducted his army to thi 
defiles called the Bab-e*Alan, or pass of the Alans i through winch havino- 
penetrated, he carried fire and sword to the gates of Semenderrone of the 
principal towns of the Khozzeis by some supposed to be the modern Tar* 
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SauiH, on Ins part, conducting his troops to Baujrflan, which the enemy had 
recently abandoned. While seated one day at the gate of this plan; the 
hiahommedan general was suddenly accosted by an unknown peisoiwe, 
riding on a white horse, and dressed in white apparel. Having replied to' 
bis Sdlutaiion, he naturally demanded whohe was; and the stranger told Inm 
in aa.svver, that he was one who served the true God ; but in return he 
desired to know if the general was not indifferent to the acquirement of 
plunder, and victory from the enemies of his faith ? “ How so,” replied the 
Jershite. ‘‘ Hard by ” said the stranger,” is an encampmentof theKhozzers, of 
not less than ten thousand men, with five thousand Maiiotnmedan captives 
“ in their custody. If thou ai t disposed toattack them, now is the time,” And 
so saying, the stranger disappeared. .Sauid determined to avail himself of 
the information, and drawing together four thousand of bis troops, whom 
directed to arm with more than ordinary circumspection, he proceeded 
in quest of the enemy.' Still to lender certainty more sure, he employed 
one of his followers, who understood the language of the IChozzers, as a . 
spy, to explore then encampment, undercover of the night. This man 
entering their camp accordingly, happened to pass by the tentofTer- 
khaun, one of the Khozzer chiefs, (the title perhaps of these chiefs in 
general) while a female domestic belonging to the family’ of the unfortu- 
nate Jerrauh, who had fallen to the share of tins chief, was complaining of 
the miseries of her lot ; and of the disgusting importunities with which he 
persisted to harrass her. Under the impulse of the moment, the spy 
would have bushed into the tent, and put the Tartar to death , but recollect- 
ing that any premature discovery might frustrate the more important 
design of his general ; and more paiticularly, that if he fell in the attempt, 
his general would be deprived of the information which he had been em- 
ployed to procure, he suppressed the desire of immediate revenge ; ^nd 
hastened to communicate to the Jershite, all he had, been able to observe. 
Towards the latter part of the night, the Mahommedan commander 
approached the camp of the Khozzers, and finding them all still buried in 
profound sleep, he separated his troops into four distinct divisions, in 
order to attack them from four different quaiters at once ^ and thus falling, 
6word in hand among the enemy from all sides unexpectedly,. they uere, 

-for the most pait, cut to pieces, before sun rise , but a very few out of 
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A. H. CVni. kii. was there joined, according to bis direcHond, by tb6 ‘froopstrom 
^ Dabulabuaub, and his aimy augmented to one hundred and fifty thousand 

Tarikh strong. With this formidable power he appeared ' soon afterwards before 

Tebry. Sermer, which the Khagan had made the seat of Ins government. That 

’monarch, however, if we are to depend upon the relation of the author, fied 
without an effort before Merwaun , who was thus enabled, without much 
diflSculty,. to extend, his conquest through the whole of the mountainous 
regions iii that neighbourhood. After which, passing entirely through the 
tenitory of the Khozzers, which be now left in his rear, he exhibited his 
victorious standard on the banks of the Seklan ; the identity of which, it 
Would not, at this momeut, be easy to recognize, unless it was the Terek of 
the maps, or some other river, to tbe northward of Tarku. Wherever it 
lay, Merwaun there established his head quaiters; while his troop^ 
indulged la ail the excesses of pillage, and slaughter, throughout the 
adjoining infidel settlements, until they had completed the destruction of 
twenty thousand families with their habitations. One feeble attempt was, 
however, made on tbe part of the Khagan, to interrupt the merciless ravages 
with which he was laying the country desolate. Intelligence was received ■ 
'that a Khozzer chief, of the name of flaz^rterkhan, was advancing at the 
head of forty thousand men, to create some kind of diversion in favor of 
Ihe oppressed and sufiTering natives; but being speedily opposed by a divi- 
sion of equal force, detached against him by Merwaun, the design termi- 
nated in the total defeat and dispersion of the Kho^ers, and in tbe death 
'of their commander. 

Satisfied, for the present at least, with having carried his victories to that 
'river, Merwaun thought it now prudent to withdraw from the Seklan, and 
return towards Armenia. Which circumstance being announced to the 
Khagan of the Khozzers, that prince, by this time' sufficiently bumbled by 
his misfortunes to submit perhaps to any conditions, sent a message after 
'the Mahomraedan geneial, requesting to be informed, now that he appeared 
to have attained the object of his ambition, what further sacrifices, on his 
part, would be necessary to appease his vengeance. In answer to this, he 
Yeceived from Menvaun a demand to become an immediate convert to Iss- 
lam ; otherwise be was determined to destroy him, and to transfer h/s 
dominions to a stranger. Having solicited a short delay of three days, to 
deliberate on the proposal, the Khagan then further submitted to request 
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t„, (limiwnd of wliicli they ronsistcl, c^fapit.g to aornminl llio Taiaottan A 

' h itu ta.e o. .luo aw„,.o.. lncl,-puuk.olofthc.ooMognu,fic,..,.,„of A 

;;”w,„lucvcd tlu cul..,..nuM,. of avo .lKO,..u,.l cap.,ve ^ 

a<;rv ooosuloralAc l.ootv Idl, on this occasion, intolhc hands oftlic Jorslutc, 

sn.th nhuh hn rntnuuHl intrnnnpli to his cnoampincnt at I ,.n|rn.nin. 

Tins was hnt OIU' ol sioer.il nisi nn'es, in nincli tin' .lershitc nascsoitcd 
tosnJccss|nUiH<.rpiizo,bv the st'.ison, thin inlflhscnce convovrd to him, 
thtoinditheintonentinn of this nivstcrions « ime rolled stranger: who 

couUrneitlier be prevailed upon to disclose Ins charjicler, nor to accept of 
the smallest compcnsition for services winch More ncknoMledged of 
the most csscniial imiioruiice to the Melfarcof the Maliommedan troops. 
Thehtst instance Mherein he is deserihud to lunc mterposed, to promote 
•the success of the Mos^lems, M-as nheii, after a scccrely contested MCtory, 
m winch he had, as he belie\ed, completely succeeded in dispersing tlic 
4irmv of the Kho 7 zers, Sauid had returned to Ins station under the walls of 
Baiijrvlaun. Here he was, as formerly, accosted hv the stranger, after the 
usual salutations, ''Ul' admoniliou to prepare his troops foi battle , for 
lhat the prince of the Khozzers that enemy of the true God, with Ins 
numerous hordes, whom, notwithstanding their recent dispersion, he had 
'succeeded in reassembling, was on his way to attack him. He desired him 
-at the same time, to dismiss escry kind of alarm for the result ; neither to 
regard the designs of the enemy in too serious a point of view, since God 
alone was the dispenser of victory ; and thus having said, the friendly 
admonitor withdrew. Far from neglecting the communications of a per- 
son, of whose fidelity he had reccuHid sucli substantial proofs, the Jershite 
immediately called in the wdiole of Ins force ; and leaving a sufficient 
■detachment for the protection of his baggage at Bnujruaun, proceeded witk 
the remainder, to the number of fifty thousand men, towards Moghan, at 
the gates of winch, Bartcheng the prince of the Khozzers at this moment 
lay encamped with double his force. When both sides had reciprocally 
prepared for the onset, Snuid, presenting himself at the head of his troops, 
demanded if there was any among them, that could point out to him the 
station of the enemy’s general , w’hen he was desired to direct his attention 
to,a human head exposed at the end oTapole, close to winch the Khaugam 
Itad taken his stand. This was the head of the unfortunate Jerrauh the soa 
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that some person might be deputed to explain to him, the precepts of that A.H.CVin. 
religion, which he was thus imperiously called iilion to embrace. In this it A.D.7sG^ 
was^not difficult to gratify him; and two learned Arabians were accord- Tankh 
ingly sent to instruct him m the principles of Isslam. The Khhgan is Tebrj-. 
described to have stipulated at first, for an indulgence in the articles of 
wine, and the flesh of impure animals. One of the missionaries proposed 
to his-collegue, to secure the conversion of the infidel, by yielding to his 
prejudices in these two points , and that an interdict might he easily laid 
upon him when he had declared himself a iMh->sulman. It was, however, 
ultimately announced to the KhSgan, that they could not make that law- 
ful which God had declared to be unlawful, any more than they could 
pronounce that foi bidden, which the precepts of their religion had rendered 
lawful. If therefore he became a convert to Isbluin, the use of every thing 
impure and unlawful, would be forbidden to him, in common with every 
other Mussulman. On these terms, the Khanan declared himself, vv'ithiiiit 
funher argument, a proselyte to the doctrines of the Kor.'m, w as restored 
to his capital, and loaded with a multiplicity of rare presents by the liber- 
ality of his conqueror. Merwaun then prosecuted his march to llabul 
abuaub, where he remained during the following winter, and from whence 
he conveyed to Hashaura an account of his victories, together with the fifth 
of the spoil, which had been accumulated during this sucecsslul campaign. 

At theexpiiation of winter, Merwaun determmed, nevertheless, to renew 
his hostilities against the territory of Sermer ; and crossing the iiver of that 
name perhaps, arrived before a city which the natives of the country 
called Shekky, where there was, how'ever, a castle, or citadel of great 
strength. Having remained a month before this place, without making 
any progress towards its reduction, he bethought himselt at last of the 
following expedient. Causing a great number of iron bars and a propor- 
tionable quantity of plank to be got ready for Ins purpose, he sent one 
evening after the hour of prayer, his engineers to the opposite side of 
■ the fort, to construct a gallery of approach, by fixing these bars upright in 
the earth, as sunports, and alternately covering them m with his plank : so that 

bybreak.Tdayhe hadsecuredalodgmenttotheveryramparts ofthepl.v e tor 
^our ihousaudot his most distinguished warriors. These latter proceeded witK 
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of Abdullah. Mot'ed with equal indignation ancf sorrow, af the revoMnf 
spectacle, the jMCissiilnian general rushed forward towards the spot, with 
resistless impetuosity, closely foliow^ed by liis troops; and having cut his 
way to the person of the Tartar prince, dealt him on the coronet, or crest 
of his helmet, so furious a stroke with his scimitar, as brought him headlong- 
from Ills horse. Hut the Khozzers pouring in, m superior numbers, to the 
rescue of their sovereign, succeeded in withdrawing his person from this- 
perilous situation. A fierce and sanguinary conflict ensued,, wjiich termi- 
Dated, how:ever, after an immense slaughter, in the entire defeat of the ‘ 
K-hozzers ; wdio fled in consternation from the field of battle, leaving a, 
prodigious booty to the victorious Mussulmans. Having collected together 
the trophies of his victory, the Jersliite returned once more to fais camp at 
Baujrfiaun ; W'here, after setting apart as usual, a fifth of the spoil for the 
sovereign, he distributed the remainder to the army* of which the share of' 
every individual on this occasion, is stated at seventeen hundred dirhems.*- 
Sliorily afterw'ards he led his troops m pursuit of the Khozzers, now flyings 
3)1 the utmost disorder ; and having follow'ed them to. the territory of Shir- 
vaun, he there determined to remaiu until he should leceive the fnrtheij- 
commands of his sovereign. 

Some time subsequent to this,, thougli. the period cannot be precisely- 
determined from the author who is our< present guide, letters w'ere dis-. 
patched by Hashaum to-announce to Sauid, that he had transferred the 
provinces- under his gpvernmentto.bis brother Mosslemah ; to w'hom, om 
his arrival, he was accordingly to resign his authority : after which he was; 
enjoined to return to court. To all this, the Jershite expressed his. 
ready obedience; and suspending alLfurther operations of oflensive hostility, 
calmly expected the appearance of Mosslemah ;. to w'hom he \vas prepared, 
to relinquish his command.. That prince,, how'ever, on his-arrival-m Azer*’ 
bayj^n, sent to require that the Jershite would quit his station at or near- 
Shirvaun, and immediately repair to meet him. At their interview, w'faicK 
took place shortly afterwards,. Mosslemah demanded, if no letter from him 
had been delivered to Sauid, directing him, to forbear engaging m any hos- 
tilities with the Khozzers until, he should arrive ; and if any such letter 
hadxeached him, what were the motives that bad'mduced him to 

•About thxf ^-mne gounda*. 
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A.H. CVlII. the appalling shout of the tekbeir, to possess themselves of one of the gates j 
P which was immediately thrown open for Meiwaun and the remainder of 
Tanivli the army, who now hastened from that qiiai ter to cut off all hope of escape 

Tebrj. from the wretched garrison, the whole of whom thus fell into the hands of 

the merciless assailants. In emulation, perhaps of the most ferocious of 
his countrymen, Merwaun then took his seat at the gate , and the captive 
warnois being brought before him one by one, were by him alternately 
condemned to have their throats cut, and thus perished to the last man. 
Their property and women andchildren^vvere distributed to the army, and 
the fortress was destro3'ed to a level -with the eatth. 

Merwaun next encamped before tbe gates of a fortress, of considerable 
strength, which the besiegers were taught to distinguish by the name of 
lessen Ommy j and which, after a desperate resistance, he compelled to 
share the fate of its neighbours, and utterly destroyed. Alaimed by this 
intelligence, the prince of Serraer fled for seem ity to a stiong hold in the 
neighbourhood, where, for twelve months, he defied every eflPort of violence^ ■ 
and art, employed by Merwaun to reduce him to submission The Mhs- 
suiman hdd, however, sworn that he would never use from before the gates 
of the place, until be should have either entered, or perished in the siege. 

He, accordingly, directed his soldiers to construct fbr themselves 
permanent habitations, as a proof that he was determined not to depart 
from the letter of his oath. Finding at tbe expiration of the twelve months, 
that every other expedient had failed him, Merwaun bad recourse to the 
following stratagem. He wrote a letter, in bis own name, to tbe prince of 
Sermer, explaining the nature of his vow, and requesting that he would so 
far assist him m t-he discharge of it, as taadmit of his enteringthe fort alone, 
just to take a single view of the interior : and requiring, at the same trme, a 
solemn pledge, that he might be also suffered to depart in perfect safety. 
Then bathing and purifying his person, with all the solemnity of a man 
preparing for death, he clad himself in tbe dress of his cook, and putting 
on his head a turban, of tbe most sordid materials and appearance, he 
determined, in this disguise, to be the bearer of bis own letter ; and so pro- 
ceeded by himself to the castle gate, demanding to be admitted to the 
presence of the prince. Being received into the fort, he was, 
as he desired, conducted to the prince’s presence, to whom he delivered 
Jhi« letter, and by whom it' was given to an interpreter for explauatioD< 
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Instead, ho\rpver, of acceding to the letter of the request contained in this 
epistle,\he prince directed his attendants to take this suppased messenger 
by the shoulders, and conduct him to visit the wholeofthe fortifications; that 
he nii^ht be able to com nice his master of the utter impossibility of hts 
ever emenntj as an enemy. Merwaun was accordingly taken by the arms, 
and paraded round the whole of the works, which he surveyed with Ins 
utmost attention. In the couise of his survey he marked, with peculiar 
sanstaction, one part, in winch the fort appeared to be perfectly assailable ; 
And to impress it the more strongly on his recollection, he availed himself of 
the pretext Kf hunger to procure the necessary delay , requesting Ins conduc- 
tors to procure him something to eat, since he much feared, as he said, that 
Merwaun would hegoue, and that he should never be able to overtake him. 
Little suspciting his views, they procured him a couple of loaves of bread 
and a piece ot liorse flesh, and with these pul him out of the fort. 

Merwaun thus highly gratified, returned straight to his encampment, and 
immediately disp itched another epistle to the prince of .Sermcr; in which, 
addressing him by the most opprobrious of epithets, “ Offspring of the 
“ impure,’’ he told him that instead of his messenger, be had ha<) in his power 
the person of Merwaun himself, the son of Mahommed , tliat he had at the 
same time alisolved himself of liis vow, and discovered a spot by which he 
could always command an entrance into his boasted bulwarks; and he 
trusted the time was not very distant wlren he should take a further survey 
of them. The receipt of this letter appears to have excited in the person 
to whom It was addressed, the most serious alarm , he immediately sued 
for peace, and obtained it, on engaging to deliver immediately to Merwaun, 
five hundred male and female slaves, and the sum of ten thousand dinaurs* 
and further to convey to the city 'of the barrier, or Babulabuaub, a supply 
of five hundred mhdds,* or measures of provisions^ 

Having secured the prompt discharge of every stipulation of this treaty, 
Merwaun proceeded now to- invest another very strong place, to which our 
author has given the name of Hamrein , and the garrison of which, is 
stated to have been amply prepared for a vigorous and obstinate defence 
After he had sacuficed a considerable number of troops, in some desperate 
and fruitless attempts to make himself master of the fortress, he announced 

ire, according toRichardson.of five hundred dirh.ms or dram,, perhaps n Modlus, 
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disguised his dissatisfaction at the murder of Walid the second, and who wns 

known to have quitted Armenia at the head of a very powerful army on 
his way into Syria, in the early part of one hundred and twenty-seven, the 
afiairs of this prince were never likely to be very progressive. 

On intelligence of the accession of Ibrauhim, Merwaun appears, to have 
been finally determined m his resolution. Committing the government of 
Armenia and Azerba\jaun to one of his followers, A ussem the son of Yez- 
zeid ul Hullauly, he proceeded on Ins march towards Damascus ; and he 
seems to have reached Harness without experiencing any particular oppo- 
sition. The garrison of that place ventured, however, to give him battle ; 
but finally coming to an accommodation, they agreed to transfer their alle- 
giance to him. Merwaun now continued to advance, and having totally 
defeated the troops ofSjria, under Seleim the son of the Khahf Htishaum, 
he appeared without further opposition before the gates of the capital. 

According to some authorities, Ibrahim was engaged m person in this 
last conflict , and having fled in consternation to Damascus, there caused 
the tw'o sons of Walid the second, Hukkein and Othman, who had long 
languished in imprisonment, to be put to death. 

Whatever might have been the object of tins unnecessary piece of 
cruelty, Ibraulura seems to have relinquished all thoughts of resistance 
against the invader of his rights. Immediately on his arrival before Damas- 
cus, he surrendered bis person and authority into the hands of Merwaun ; 
to whom he made no difficulty to pledge bis allegiance. What became of 
him afterwards is not clearly explained. According to the author of the 
Tarikh gGzeidah, he perished by the hand of Hejaiije the son of Abdulaz- 
21Z, Others affirm, that he survived a short time, after claiming the pro- 
tection of Merwaun , but most agree that he did not outlive his thirty-sixth 
year,, having exercised a short and precarious sovereignty of something 
less than three mouths. ° 

Merwaun the second, surnaraed Ul Hummaur, the son of Mahommed 
and grandson of Merwaun the first; the fourteenth and /as^ Khahf of the 
house of Ommeyah. Merwaun took possession of Damascus in the latter 
pari of the month of Suffur, of the year one hundred and twenty-seven ♦ 
and was immediately recognized as their sovereign by the people of that 
place. But the whole empire teeming with insurrections, was now rapidly 

' * Decembei, A. D, 7 , 44 ',^ 
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to his followers that a thousand dinaurs * and the most beautiful maiden 
in the place, would be the reward of the man that should first enter it. 
One of those who attended his camp, undertook the execution of this 
arduous service ; and fortunately discovering an outlet, which communh 
cated with some of the underground passages, or common sewers of the 
town, he contrived to let himself m, probably, with such as had been 
directed to assist him in his attempt. The garrison either immediately 
threw down their arms, or suspended all further resistance. The success- 
ful adventurer was punctually paid his thousand dmaurs, and desired by 
Merwaun to make -his choice among the fairest of the female captWes, 
This he accordingly proceeded to do, and having fixed upon a young girl of 
exquisite beaut}^ he was conducting her downwards by the band from the 
fort; when seizing her opportunity, the generous damsel suddenly clasped ' 
the odious foreigner in her arms with all the force of female revenge, and 
casting herself headlong from the works before he could disengage himself 
from her embrace, they were both together dashed to pieces in the fall. 
Enraged at such an instance of desperate and morlal antipathy, Merwaun 
caused every human being that was found m the place, to be put to death 
without mercy, and withc'ut exemption. 

Without leading us into further detail, we are now told, that having 
made himself master in succession of every castle, and place of strength m 
the adjoining regions, to the remoter hunts of Serraer, Kfiiiian or Kuma, or 
perhaps Kfiban,* and Sedan, Merwaun here terminated the career of his 
victories in that quarter, and returned to pass the winter at Babulabfijub. 
The ensuing spiing he employed in completing the subjugation, and 
receiving the submission of the Several petty princes of the mountains of 
Daghestaun ; all of whom, with a single exception, hastened to acknow- 
ledge his authority. The subject of this exception, who had absconded 
with some of his follow'ers, leaving his castle besieged by the Mosslems, 
was, however, soon afterw-ards dispatched by an arrow shot, from the hand 
of, a shepherd boy, whose flock be had ventured to make free with, for the 
supply of his immediate necessities; and his head being planted by Mer- 
waon on a pole, in view of the works of the besieged fmtiess, the garrison 
immediately sued for mercy , to which they were admitted, on engaging 

the Jowest calculation about 4581. 65 . f Perhaps both. 
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A^H.CXXVrr, verging towards that revolution, which dissolved the power, and almost 
extinguished every individual of the house of Oinmejah. 

Kholaussut- At Kufah, the principal citizens revolting against the authority of Ab* 
xil-akhbaur. dullah the son of Omar Ahdalazziz, the goveinoi of Irak who resided at 
this time at Ileirah on the Euphrates, released from his prison Abdullah 
the son ofMauweiah, a descendant of Jauffer Teyaur , lowborn they 
pledged their allegiance as the rightful successor to the thione of the Kha* 
Ilfs. Abdullah was soon at the iiead of a considerable force, with which 
he advanced towards llenah , but being mot and defeated by the grandson 
of Abdullazziz, he was compelled to return, with some prei ipitation, to 
Kbfah. From thence, howevei, he w ithdrew with a considaable body of 
the inhabitants, first to Mtdaein, and ultimately to Ijulvvaun , of which, 
having made himself master, he further extended his povvei through that 
pait of Persian Irak to the city of Isfahaim, on one side, and Hai on the 
other. An insurrecHon which took place during the same yeai, among 
the inhabitants of Hems, or Harness, and some other cities in Svna, beins 
more within bis controul, was however suppie'ssed w'lthout great difficulty, 
by the personal exertions of Merwaun, and of the detachments winch he 
emyloyed to enforce obedience. - ‘ 

Taiikh His protracted residence, and distinguished ^erv'ices in Azeibayjan and 
Tebiy. Armenia, might have been expected to secure, in those prminces at least, 
an attachment to the government of Merwaun. They became, neveitlie- 
less, at a very early period, the scene of sedition, and revolt to a \ery 
inveterate degree. A schismatic ofithe name of MusSaufer bin Kesheir, 
a native of Beylekan, raising the standard of msuireciion at Ardebeil, and 
being there joined by the greater part' of the inhabitants, pioceeded to the 
attack of the placeof his nativity ; wdiichwas then the residence of Aussem ul 
Hullauly, the lieutenant of iMerw'aun. The town beins escaladed by the 
insurgents, the Khalif’s lieutenant w^as compelled to flv tow^ards Berclia, 
where he remained to assemble the troops of the two piovmces In his 
camp near that place, he was, how^ever,sui prised soon .afterwards by Mussau* 
fer and his followers, now become extremely numerous and formidable, 
himself killed, with many of Ins associates, and the whole of his troops dis- 
persed. The insurgents returned to Beylekaun loaded with booty, and 
not a little encouraged by this continued tram of success To avenge the 
-injury and re-establish his insulted authowty,Merw'aun selected Abdulmelek 
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also to furn'sh the city of the barrier with an annual supply of ten thousand A. H. OT. 
mudtls ot proN ision. After which, withdrawing into Azciba,>jaii, Morn aun A.P. 729 ^ 
appears fo have been engaged la some aliair, which is not explained, with Tnnkh 

the people ot Alv>gan, or Ainghaii, and Jeilan, in the neighbourhood of Bbr- Tcbry, 
dia. At all events, it is observed that the whole of Azerbaj jaii, and the 
territory of Armeum had by this time entirely suhmiitecL, not a single 
opponent ntivv remainuig to offer the smallest resistance to his authority, 

' nrrrative must now recur some \ears, to those events, whicht 

although of minor importance, were passing in other quarters of the empire; 

■during the period in whicli our attention has been employed m an endea- 
vour to trace the progress of Mussulman conquest, on the western shores 
of the Caspian, and through the intricate regions of Caucasus. 

In the course of the year one hundred and six,* a disscntion having Kholaussut- 
arisen between two Arabian tribes, which had settled in the neighbourhood ul-alhbaur. 
of Balkh, and terminating in actual hostilities, Nasser the sonofSeyaur, 
destined ata subsequent period tohecomc the opponent of the celebrated Abii 
hlosslem,‘and now fiist introduced to our notice, was the person employed^ 
by the lieutenant ot Khorassann, to quell the disturbance, in which, by 
very distinguished exertions, he ultimately succeeded : and the authors of 
the commotion were condemned to the no very heavy, but disgraceful 
punishment, of having their heads and beards shorn. Soon afterwards, 

Mosslera the son of bamd, who had administered the government of Khor- 
'assaun, as the agent of Amr& the son of Hobairah, was removed from bis 
employment by the new patron, Khaled the son of Abdullah 'ul 
Kesheiry, to make room for his brother Assud, whom he delegated 
to take charge of that province. 

The following year,t the same Assud. the son of Abdullah employed the 
troops of his province, in reducing the territory of Ghour, and the hilly 
region of Neimrouz, in the same direction ; which were now brought under 
the dominion of IsslSim. 

In the year one hundred and eight, Mosslemah appeared Once more at 
the head of an army in the territories of the Greek emperor, his former 

competitor Leo the Isaunan ; from whom he captured on this Occasion the 
city of Kaysareiah § 

Instructed by experience in the policy of frequent removals in the 
government of the great provinces of the empite, Hashaiim appears to have 

*A.D.724. t a. 0.725. . Ja.D. 726, § In Cappadoc, a perhaps 
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the son ofMosslem, one of his cnptains ^^hose father had been destroyed A.HCXX^lL 
by the insurgents. This commander accordingly entering Armenia uitli a 
considerable force, proted, houever, not more lortiinale than Ins predeces- Tarikh 
sor. ^3et\^een Berdiaand a town called Werban, he was also attacked, and lebry. 
killed by the insurgents. Nevertheless, his brother u ho succeeded to the 
command, contrived, under various disadvantages, to protract the t'ar in 
this country, until the insurrection in Khora‘^sann, under the aii<=pices of 
Abu iMossfem, had brought the power of the Benin Ommeyah to the \eige 
of dissolution. 

Ever since the reign of Hashniim the s on ofAhdulmekk, the government 
of Ivhorassauii had been continued by the succeeding Khalils, wnliout 
interruption, to Nusser Se> aur ; and Ins autlioriiy was confirmed to him 
afresh, on the accession ot Merwaun. Nns‘:er Se\aiir was a n.itivc 
of Bassorah, but uiifoitunately for himself, and the race for whom lie 
governed, cherished an unwarrantable prejudice against all who were 
not of his own tribe, a preiudicc winch he bclravcd in several 
acts of seventy towards those of other tribes who served under 
his goToniment. Disgusted by a behaviour at once so illiberal and 
impolitic, the ( liiefs of these latter entered, at length, into an associ.ition 
for the redress ot their grievances, with a couzin g< rman, and not a son, of 
the celebrated iSlolnlleb, w hose children have alreadv occupied so distin- 
guished a share in the pages of this narrative. The name of this person 
was Khozzeia the son of Eissa, entitled the Kcrmaiin.an, from "the country 
of his birth; an appellation bv which he will be hereafter more generally 
recognized Bcaimg an unbounded influence vv ith his tribe, that of the 
Benin Ezd, he appeared to the malcontents of all others, ihe best (jualified 
to V indicate their wrongs, and to him they bitterly complained of the severi- 
ties which they had been compelled to suffer, from the illiberal partialitv of 
Kusser. The Kermauman recommended for the present, that they 
would return peaceably to their habitations, and that he would 
try the effect of expostulation with their obnoxious governor He 
accordingly repaired at an early opportunity to the presence of Nusser 
Seyaur, and remonstrated with him, in v'erv sev'ere terms, on that part of his 
conduct, by which he had given such general dissatisfaction ; at the same 
time apologizing for the language, in which he was compelled to address 
bun, by his apprehensions of the mischief which might possibly arise, 
should a spirit of mutiny break out among their countiy^men. ' Without 
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A. H CIX. made it a rule, seldom tocontrniie that of Khorassaun in the same hands 
beyond the period of two years. Khaled the son of Abdullah was accord! 
Kholausbut- ingly di\ested of Ins authority over Irak and Khorassaun, in the year one 
ul-aUabaur. hundred and nine; the latter province being consigned to Hukkem ul 
Kelicby. Hc%\as, however, shortly afterwards superseded in his appoint 
mentby Assrcsh the son of Abdullah. 

The greater jiari of the inhabitants of the city of Samarkand had, it seems, 
hitherto persisted in adhering to the idolatrous s}stem of their ancestors. 
Their entire conversion was resen,ed for the jear one hundred and ten;* an 
c\ent v\hich is ascribed to the zeal and assiduity of Assresh the lieutenant 
of Khorassaun, and his agent Abu-u'^sevda Under the same year it has been 
thougiit of sufficient importance to record the demise of Hu«sun the Bas- 
sorit^e, and of Farzouk an Arabian poet, of whom w'e know-nothing further- 
than the name. Assresh v.-as succeeded jn his so^ernment, in the course 
of one hundred and eleven, by Jenneid the son of Abdurraihman. 

It becomes here necessary to remark, that the defeat of Jerrauh the son 
of Abdullah, at (he confluence of the rivers Kffrr and Oras, and the subse- 
quent conflicts in x'hicli Sauid the Jershite, is described to have been 
engaged WMth the Khozzers, are referred in the work, which at present 
serves to guide us, to the jear one hundred and twelve ; as those of Moss- 
lemah and Merwaun with the same nation, are related by the compiler of 
the Tarikh guzeidah, among the events of the \ears fifteen and sixteen. 

In the year one hundred and thirteen, we are, however, informed that 
A. H. CXIII. heutenancy of Africa having been bestowed by Hashaum, upon Ab- 
A. D. / 3 I. gQjj of several places in the territory of the blacks, 

Belaud-e-sowadan, not improbably Nigntia, were included in the domini- 
ons of the Khelaufut, by the exertions of that commander. 

A H CXIT government of Khorassaun was taken from Jenneid the son of Ab- 

^d* XVII * durraihman, during the year one hundred and fourteen, and transferred by 
A. D. 73S-35 Hashaum to Aussem the son of Abdullah ul Hullauly , who continued to 
' hold it until one hundred and seventeen, w’hen he was superseded by the 
appointment of Assud the son of Abdullah. 

Under the 3-ear one hundred and eighteen, t Stihman and Mauw'eiah the 
sons of Hashaum, in an expedition against the territories of the Greek 
emperor, are recorded to have triumphed over the Christians. 

• A. D. 723. t A. D. 7S6. 
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condescending: to notice the subject of his remonstrance, Nusser haughtiFy 
demanded, in reply, who he was, that he should presume to speak to him 
in such intemperate language ? And immediately orderedhim to prison, to 
ruminate on the unguaided freedom \vith which he had ventured to disclose 
himself. 

'J'lns violent measure produced an immediate and serious agitation 
among the disrontenied tribes ; and it was detemined that some expedient 
should be adopted without delay, for the enlargement of their chief. But 
as matters were, perhaps not yet ripe for open revolt, they contrived by 
niahi to open a private passage to the prison of the Kermaunian ; through 
winch, with considerable difficulty, and, as he is said to have been a man 
ot < xtiaordmary size, or great corpulence, at the hazard of suffocation, 
succeeded lu forcing him once more to the light of day , and setting him 
immediately on horseback, conveyed him to a place of safety, under the 
protection of his adherents. Before he had been apprized of his escape, 
Nusser Seyaur, on cooler reflection conceiving perhaps, that m a moment 
of irritation he might have been led to indulge in a greater degree of resent- 
ment than the occasion could justify, dispatched the captain of his guards^ 
Selem iil Mauzeny, the day following to salute the Keimaunian, and to 
assure him, in his name, that he was m no respect disposed to do him the 
smallest injury; but that provoked by some expressions which had drop- 
ped from him in their late conference, he had felt himself unavoidably 
offended. However, that be might now venture to his presence, as he 
was invited to do, with an assurance on his part of perfect indemnity.. 
With this message, the Mauzenite repaired to the Kermaunian, whom he 
found at large , and to whom he repeated what he was authorized to com^ 
municate on the part of the governor of Khorassaun. Although there 
appears to have been nothing particularly offensne in the nature of this 
communication, there was some circumstance in the demeanor of the messen- 
ger which induced the Kermaunian to observe, that if he had not been aware 
of his ignorance, the occasion ivonld perhaps justify him m teaching him ales- 
son of respect. To which, w'hen the Mauzenite replied by disclaiming with 
an oath, any power or authority in the Kermaunian which entitled him to 
any thing that was submissive on his part, the latter added, that if he were 
not under the protection of his roof, and of the Ians of hospitality, be could 
easily convince him of the situation m which he stood. “ Go,” said be^ 
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In tVie toiuse oftlie ^'ollowiwg, Khomasnun having been invadod by A.H.CXl\-XX. 
Xhe Kha?an of Tftrkesiaun, lhal monarch wua defeated in a battle, in ^ V. 737 - 3 6 . 
^vhlch he n as opposed by the lieutenant general of the province, Aasnd 
the son of \bdullah and that commander d\nig in the course of one ul-aU\baur. 
hundred and iweutN , the government ol Ins pro\ nice then devolved to 
Nusscr or Nasser the son ot beyam ,\t sokhor,sa\s()tiraiithor,ofdi^titigtiishcd 
renown, with whom indeed it continued until the retoluiion which finally 
subverted the power of the race of Oinme\ah 

Lncouraa;ed by the msidious piomises of the people of Kufah, Zaid the 
son of Imaum Zev ne-ul-vvuhbedein, in the course of one luiiidred and 
twenty -oile, and m spite of the endeavours, of the more discreet and cxjier- 
ieuced of Ills (uends, to dis^'Uade him from sue h a step, deleriniiied to 
assert his claims to soveroia:n povv er The execution of his design was, 
however, deferred to the first night of the month of SnlTiir,^ of the vear 
one liundn'd and twenty-two ; when he a|)i eared m open revolt in the cen- 
tre of Kidali, against the antliority of llashanm, and the hons'’ of 
Ommeyali lie found, notwuhslanding, by break of dav, although forty 
thousand of that perverse and inconstant people had pledged iheir taith to 
Join Inin on this ouMsion, that no more than five hundred had thought it 
necessary to abide by their engagements. 

In palliation of tins ilieir perfidious behaviour they -alleged, it seems a 
prohibition on the part of Znd, against attaching to the nanus of Abu 
Bukker, and Omai, those terms of malediction U'-ually pronounced by the 
party, as the test perhaps of their prineiides; while ilien Imaum 
possiWv have considered those two respectable Khalifs among the most 
faithful and illustrious of the prophet’s (ompanioiis such at any rate was 
thepretexi under which they conceived themselves wai ranted to recedefmni 
the most solemn en 2 :agenients, and to disappear to iheir hiding places, thus 
adding to the recorded mtamy of their city, another conspicuous mstaiice'of 
their treachery to the family of the prophet, in betraying the untoitunate 
representative of their Imauins, wmh his handful of followers, to combat 
against the fearful odds of established government, and superior force. By 
a strange perversion of fact and ]ustice, they contrived however, to remove 
fiom themselves the stigma of deseition, and to affix it to the man whom 

* Oanuary 5tb, A.D. r-tO. 
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tliou adversary of the true God, return to thy master, that Lhg zadali,* A.H CXXVII. 
“and tell him, in answer to his message, whatever suits thine ow'ii chscrc- 
“ tion , whatever thy obser\alion may ha\e taught thee: for with me, Tankh 
“neither thyself nor thy master, are any longer of the smallest importance.” Tcbry. 
Selem hastened accordingly to describe to his employer the circumstances of 
Ins unwelcome reception , but when desired to be the bearer of a second 
message, lie begged to decline tlie ofttce , not, as he alleged, from a senti- 
ment of fear, but from an apprehension, that if constrained again to be 
witness to language so derogating to the honor of bis general, it miglit be 
more than he should be able to submit to , and that he might thus be irritated 
to assail the person of tins audacious rebel m his own presence-chamber. 

The task was accnrdmglv assigned to another of Nusser ScNaur’s captains, 

Essmut the son of Abdullah, one of the most distinguished soldiers m 
Ivhorassaun. 

But as this, and se\eral other messages w'hicli passed on the occasion, 
seem to have had no other tendency than toaggrasaie the dispute, the 
detail ma^ be easil) omitted, without injury to the narrative. We shall 
theiefore come at once to the last attempt made on the pait ofKusser Sey- 
aur, to avert or protract the necessity of committing hini'^elf to a stale of 
absolute hostility with the malcontents. The Bcnni Tcmeim, the most 
powerful of the Arabian tribes attached to his person and go\ eminent, 
became now clamorous against any further expectation of arrangement w ith 
that dog of a Kermaunian ; and urged their general, with some degree of 
importunity, to secure him, before bis army should become formidable, and 
his power more efficient. In the midst ol these clamours, Nusser was 
addressed by a couzin german of Ins own, Ankkail the son of Miiakkil, 
w ho cautioned him, by the most serious considerations, to beware of bcino 
influenced bv the imporiumties, or the counsels of these violent men , lest 
by a premature contest with the discontented faction, he should brino- dis- 
honor upon himself, and the most serious calamities upon Ins family • 
independent of the difficulties which he would accumulate upon hissovei- 
etgn, b> thus proviiking the spirit of insurrection, already too alarmingly 
excited in other parts of the empire, wuth a tendency too manifestly 

mining of these terms which refer to the off^prwg of ^ic 

author has not been able to decide ^ 
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they had thus so shamefully abandoned ; and by an bconsfstency rathet 
more extiaoidjnary, the consent of posterity has continued, ever since, to 
attach to the brave men, who on this occasion generously scorned' to- 
desert their leader, the opprobrious epithet of Ra^pbzy, or schismatic, m its 
harshest and most odious construction ; the latter is, however, the term m 
general applied by the Sfinnihs to the adherents of Ally, while they distin- 
guish those who elected Abfii Bukker to his exclusion, by the appellation 
of Nissauby, elector ; usurping for themselves, with the usual complacency 
of party spirit, the character of orthodoxy. 

The destiny of Zaid did not continue long undetermined. Although in 
several attacks he succeeded m repulsing the troops of Yussuf the son of 
Amrh, the Thakefite, he received at last, in one of the conflicts which took 
place not far from the principal mosque of K6fah, an arrow in the forehead,. 
W'hich dispatched him to the mercy seat of his creator. His son Yaheya^ 
Who was also engaged m the insuirection, effected his escape inio Kboras- 
saun, but was there seized and thrown iato imprisonment by the vigilance- 
of Nusser Seyaur. 

Allhough the citizens of Samarkand had so long since embraced the reli- 
gion of their conquerors, the mhabitants of the Soghd, or adjacent territory 
of Sogdiana, were not yet quite reconciled to the yoke. And accordingly 
in the year one hundred and twenty-three, we find them engaged in an 
effiirt to recover their independence; but as they were speedily and suc- 
cessfully assailed by the arras of Nusser Seyaur, their former tributary con- 
dition was entailed upon them with confirmed force and rigour. 

On the death of Maliommed the son of Ally, and grandson of Abdullah , 
Abbas, in the year one hundred and twenty-four, his son Ibrauhim- suc- 
ceeded to the honors and influence of his family ; and solemnly invested the 
gallant and invincible Ahfi Mosslem,.with the chief command of those who. 
were about to assert in arms the long agitated claims of the house of Abbas. 
Of this celebrated leader, of whom we shall have much to say hereafter,, 
our author briefly states, that be was born at a village in the neighbourhood 
of Isfahaun, ui the last year of the first century of the Hidjerab.* Of bis 
descent, like other heroes, a variety of opinions have prevailed. According 
to Hamzah of Isfahaun, he was a descendant of Hamgah the son of Aumn 
fnaurab, who deduced his origin from Koderz the son of Kfishwaud, one of 

• His ongmal nam^ »s stated to hare been Ibrauhtm, with the subsequent appellative of 
Abh Ishak.- 
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A.H.CXXVir. directed to transfer the monarchy into other hands. On these considera* 
tioiis, he therefore intreated, whatever he might resolve upon, that he 
Taiikh would not commit himself by any measure of rash, or intenipeiate violence 
Tebiy. To the prudence of these suggestions, Nusser Seyaur very readily assented 
and he desired that his relative would go to the Kermaunian, and try 
whether he might not yet be brought to listen to the voice of reason, and' 
moderation. 

For this purpose, A ukkail procured a final interview with the Kermaunian ; 
who was now sufficiently protected from injury by a guard of chosen 
horse, to the number of seven hundred, cased, as our author informs us m 
a preceding passage, to the eyes in steel. Aukkail proceeded, however, 
undismayed to open the subject of his visit, urging the Kermaunian, m a 
few words, to exert that influence which he possessed as the chief of a 
powerful tube, in the support of the legal authority , and to discard those 
extravagant views of ambilion, into which he appeared to have been lately 
betrayed, before matters should be carried to that extremity which threat- 
ened the country with such alarming and dangerous consequences. To 
' this the Kermaunian condescending to make no other reply, than by an 

, insulting demand, if the peison who had sent him was not that same Pesser- 

e-lug, who had so frequently troubled him with Ins importunities on for- 
mer occasions ; Aukkail adjured him very solemnly against the applica- 
tion of any disrespectful epithets to a man, who, whatever might be his 
injuiies, never made use of his name, otherwise than with applause. 
“And thou,” exclaimed the Keimaunian, “let me advise thee to be 
“ more sparing of thy words ; as to thy employer,” still alluding to him 
-by the same contemptuous appellation^ “ his views, whatever they are, can 
“ never be realized. Nevertheless, let him resign his government, and 
“ retire to his private habitation, and possibly we may forbear to pursue 
“ him any further , provided we maybe allowed to proceed to the appoint- 
“ ment of another person to govern in his stead, equally to the advantage of 
“ all parties. If this be an alternative to which he does not chuse to accede, 
“let him supply himself to the utmost of his wishes, with treasure from 
“ the revenues of the province, and make the best of his way to the prer 
' “ sence of his master: and we shall be able to adjust our differences 
“ independent of his controul. But if this be also an alternative, to which 
“ he cannot prevail upon himself to accede, with me,” concluded the Ker- 



rt,emost distlng«!sl.ea heroes of Ferdoussy’s edmired work, the Shahnkmeh. d.H CXXIV. 

^ r iinaprtaken by the Persians against Thraun, to avenge upon 

Jr ' ''nTof Afrasraub the murder of Siauvcsl., the nlleged fallier of the KholausBut- 
ma C r s or S; thossrou, th,s ICode. ,s related to have ehosen black al-aU.aar. 
for the uniform of h,s associates i and is further said to have never smiled 
but on the day of battle. Two circumstances here introduced to prove a 

remarkable cmncidence between him and his descendant Abu Mosslem, 

who as will be seen hereafter, selected the same sable livery in his insur- 
rection for the house of Abbas ; and uho is, moreover, also said never to 
have smiled but amidst the horrors of blood and slaughter. Others again 
assert that AbA Mosslem was lineally sprung from the prudent and philoso- 
phic Pvlzurjemeher, the minister of thejnsi Noushinaun. And lastly, it is 
Lerted that he was the child of one of the domestics of the family of Abbas, 
born, ns we have already observed, at or near Isfahaun, ilthough we know not 
how this is to be reconciled with his appellation of Abh Mosslem ul Merou- 
zy, but educated from infancy to manhood at Kufah. At the age of 
nineteen, being introduced to the representative of the house of Abbas, 

Mahonimed the sou of Ally, as will be seen hereafter, that person imme- 
diately distinguished m his countenance the index of future glory and 
renovvn, and gave him the name of Abdurraihman ; with the further appel- 
lative of Abh Mosslem, under which be became so celebrated at a subse- 


quent period. 

We now come to record the death of the Kbalif Ilashaum, the fourth of ^ CXXV 
the sons of Abdulmelek, who succeeded to the throne of their lather. He A. D. 745. 
expired, it would appear, at the small town of Kessaufah, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Seffeine, ot a quinsy, or inflammation of the throat, in the 
year one hundred and twenty-five, and after a reign of nineteen 3 'ears and 
nine months , which, if true, fixes his death in the early part of the second 
Jummaudy.* The historian has assigned to him the character of a parsimoni- 
ous and avaricious prince, whose liberal propensities appear to have been 
entirely absorbed in one pursuit, that of collecting horses ; of which not 
less than four thousand are stated to have been fed m his stables. He Was 
served in the office of Vizir b}-^ a slave, of the name of Aulem, belonging to 
•his brother'Sauid, the son of Abdulmelek. 

•April, A. D. 749, 
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iTiaiinian, swearing a solemn oath, “ there remains nothing for him but the ATI CXXVII. 
« s^^ord ” “ And xet,” observed Aukk.ul, “ if 1 'cnture to propose 

“ such an expedient, there appears to be si.ll one remedy left, by yvhicli, 

« to reconcile all these discontents ” “ What m.iy that be said the 

Kerraaunian rather abruptly , “ by a strict alliance,” replied Aukkail, to 
“convert all these animosities into a cordial and permanent friendship.” 

“ That is unpossilile,” t-aid the Kermaunian, “ for he cannot consider hiiiti 
“ self on a par uith me ” Dost thou then speak in terms so Cohtemptu- 
“ ous of a man of the race of Kennaunah,” demanded Aukkail, “setting his 
“ power and exalted rankoutol thequestion^” “ If he wereagetunneKen- 
“ naunali,” replied the Kermaunian, “ the terms in which 1 should have 
“ expressed invself, would have been \ery difrerent.” "What if before 
“ihedayis at an end,” demanded Aukkaill, “ I vindertake to pay thee 
“ another visit? If ihy communications should onl}' be of the nature of 
“ those yvhich I have already heard from thee,”saidllieKcrmnunian,“ttucTe 
“ better thuu shouldst not hazard the experiment. Noble Abu Ally,” 
said Aukkail foi the last time, “ perad\eniure there is one circumstance 
*• wdnch seems not to have been included in ihy calculations. I^Iay I 
“ not be allowed to express an apprehension, that the contest in wdiicli 
“ thou art about to engage, mav prove fatal to thyself?” “ 1 acknow’- 
“ ledge,” replied the Kerraauman in the terms of an Arabic saying, “ No 
“ tear, no po^Ye^J but what proceeds from my creator.” 

Aukkail now leiurned to the presence of Nusser Seyaur, and told liim 
without disguise, that his opponent was become too formidable in strength 
and importance to be longer temporized with , and that it behoved him to 
make use ot his power while he had any to employ. Otherwise, in con- 
formity withw^hat had been proposed bv the Kermaunian, he would seriously 
recommend to him, either to withdraw to the privacy of domestic retire- 
ment, that they might raise wdiom they thought proper to gotern in Ins 
stead , or to take from the tieasury of Khorassaun all he might require, 
and hasten to join Merwaun. He had therefore only to make his selection 
of these three alternatives. With equal scorn and indignation the latter 
were rejected by Nusser Seyaur, who ordered the captain of his guards, 
the already noticed iMosslem or Selem ul hlauzeny, to proceed 
immediately to attack this mIc seafaring slave, (as he chose to design- 
ate him) and avenge the insults offered to legitimate authority 
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A T the period of his predecessor’s death, Walid the son of Yezzeid was 
JTx. absent in some part of the territory contiguous to the river Jordan. 
But returning to Damascus, on inielligence of that event, he appears to 
have succeeded without opposition, to the throne of the Xhalifs, This 
prince is described to have combined in his character a disposition 
equally remarkable for its mildness and extensive liberality, and for the most 
licentious habits of debauchery and depravity. >' 

Having confirmed Mervvaun, m the government of Armenia and Azer« 
bayj^n, and Ybssuf the son of Amru in that of the two provinces ol' Irak, 
he continued the lieutenancy of Khorassaun to Nusser Seyaur ; with 
instructions to set his prisoner Yaheya the son ofZaid at large, vvitb permis-^ 
Sion to dispose of himself as he thought best, and to tieat him otherwise 
with kindness and liberality. Yaheya was scrordingly dismissed by the 
governor of Khorassaun, vvitb a rich dress of honor , and a present of two 
thousand dirhems to defray the expences of his journey into Irak , where 
he was desired to take up his residence until he received the KhaJiPs 
further commands. This unfortunate man bad proceeded as far as the 
city of Neyshapur, accompanied by about mne hundred of bi's friends, and 
had halted within a Persian league of that place, when he was attacked by 
AmrCi the son of Zeraurah at the head of two thousand men, aflPecting to 
believe that he had made his escape from imprisonment, without the con- 
currence of those who had him in custody. Yaheya and his attendants 
defended themselves, however, with great gallantry, and succeeded in 
repulsing their assailants: but upon this, conceiving that it would be 
unsafe to proceed into IrSk, be prevailed upou bis fhends to return with 
him into Khorassaun, with the design of taking up his abode at Khzgaunan. 
And as his conduct had possibly been misrepresented toNusser Seyaur, who 
had in fact originally disapproved of his enlargementy that chief expressed 
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A.H.CXXVIir. by bringing him bis head. The person of the Kermaum an was 
^ ^ however, by this time protected by a body of four thousand men ; and the 
Tankh attempt of the guards of Nusser Seyaur to carry his orders into execution 
Tebry. led to the immediate commencement of hostilities, which, though transfer- 
red from the interior of the city of Meru, to a place without the walls 
called Heyaudet, where the contending parties reciprocally entrenched 
themselves, continued with undimimshed inveteracy for the space of 
twelve months. During this period, Nusser Seyaur never ceased to solicit 
succours from Merwaun, to resist the formidable progress of the insurgent ; 
to whose power and talents he did not fail to do ample justice in every 
communication. These accounts occasioned in Merwaun the deepest con- 
cern and uneasiness, for they were proofs too serious, and convincing, of 
the distracted state of every part of his government. His first design was 
to lead an array in person to restore his authority in Kln>nssaun , but nhen 
he had advanced, with these views, as far as Uarran in Upj3erMesop-)tamia, 
he was struck with an apprehension, that if he proceeded furrher, he should 
hazard the loss of Svria and Jezzeirah, with all the valuable nossessions id 
that quarter; and he therefore determined to fix the seat of his government 
at Harraii. Such in general were the circumstances of the empire, when 
AbCl Mosslem availed himself of the troubles in Khorassaun, to prrsecute 
his designs in favor of the house of Abbas. 

According to the statements which weaie now induced to lay before the 
reader. Abb Mosslem was, in the early part of life, a domestic, perhaps an 
emancipated slave, (for such probably may be the acceptation ofghiiUtum-e- 
serauje^ ox sevauje^) V hose original name was Abdurraihman , that of his 
father being Mosslem He is, however, acknowledged to have been a 
youth of singular intelligence and sagacity, nho had leceived into his mind 
a strong and early predilection in favor of the illustrious race of Hasbem. 
Being engaged in the set vice of ceitain of'the Benin Adjil in Khoias&aun, 
he erabiaced an opportuniu^ when about the age of nineteen, to 
accompany a party of the tiieods of the house of Abbas, who were proceed- 
ing on a pilgrimage to Mekkah , with some contributions u Inch they were 
also employed to deliver to Mabommed the son of Ally, the grandson of Ab- 
dullah Abbas On their arrival at Mekkah, they were constantly attended on 
their visits to that peisonage, by AbCi Mosslem, who at length attracting the 
notice of the representative of the house of Abbas, the latter demantled 
one day, whether this domestic of theirs were bond or free. They replied 



himself violently displeased at these circumstances, and marched in person A.H.CXXVi 
to defeat his further views.. At Khzgaunan, uhich appears to be some 
place in the neighbourhood of Balkh, Yaheya, whose little parly had, by this Tnrikh 
time, accumulated to seven hundred men, was overtaken by a detachment Tcbry. 
of the troops ofNusser Seyaur, under Selem the son of Ahour the Mau- 
zemte, by whom, together with the whole of his followers, after a gallant 
resistance, he was put to death • his body, with that of his brother Ahul 
Fuzzul, being suspended to a gibbet near Ivvizgaunan ; in n Inch situation it 
remained until Abh jNlosslem api eared, to pnmsli the oppressions of the 
house of Ommejah. 

In the vear one hundred and twenty-six, di'^gii'^ted with Ins entire devo- A H.CXXVJ; 
tion to Ins pleasures, the higher orders of Ins subjects, and some of the 
pnnopal individuals of the house ofOinmeyah, coo'^pired against Walid, m Khol4U‘><;ut- 
fa\orof hiscouzm german, Yczznd the son of Wahd the first And the ul-akhbaur. 
latter, embracing an opportunity, uhile the Khahf witli Ins whole court 
nas absent from Damascus to a\oid the horrors of the plague, in the latter 
month uf'Jummaudy,* openly unmasked Ins design. Wahd returned uith- 
out delay to Ins capital, on this intelligence, to gue battle to the insurgents; 
was defeated and driven for shelter to Ins palace ; and thither being pur- 
sued by his enem'es, they immediately scaled the terraces, and disco\ering 
the unhappy prince in his concealment, struck off Ins head, and coiucyed 
It to the ptesence of the successful usurper. This, at the age of ihinv-si\ 
was the fate of Wahd the second, after a reign of one year and nine months; 
according to another historian, after a reign of one year and two months, 
at the age of fortv-three. 

Yezzeid, the third of that name, the son of the first Wahd, and twelfth 
Khahf of the house of Ommeyah, succeeded without great difficulty, 
in securing the submission of the nobles, and other principal citizens 
within the reach of his capital; but several great lords of the empire, and the house of 
particularly Merwaun the son of Mahonimed, whom destiny had ordained 
to be thelnst Khahf of ihis race, contumaciously persevered m withholding 
then allegiance ; and too saccessfully encouraged and promoted the sediti- 
ous spirit which began to appear in the different provinces. With an 
ftutliority so imperfectly and piecariously established, Yezzeid pioceeded, 

• March or April, A. D. 744. 
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that certain individuals of their acquaintance, of the Benni Adjil, represented a.H CXXVilJ : 
him generally as a sin e, or Moula belonging to their family ; but that they A.D. 
considered him at the same time in a state of freedom. “ 1 know not,” Tankh 
said Mahemraed,“^^hat I am to understand from such an explanation; Tcbry. 

'‘but I can perceive in him a vonth of singular intelligence, bearing in his 

peiNon \erv numerous indications of a glorious destiny. Possibly he may 
“ prove one vif those distinguished commanders, whom providence shall put 
“ in mouon to establish the po\ier of my family. Illustrious Imaum, 

“ are we then to expect,” ob';er\td his visiters. “ that such an eient is at 
last possible ? for the power of the race (»f Ommeyah has continued to 
“ rathei a protracted period.” “ I heard my faihcr declare,” added Ma- 
hommed the son ot Ally, “ that when the last }car of the century, (the 
“ s.ml-e-huni:naur) should arrive, our prayers would be accepted, and that 
“ God Almighty would manitest the power of our house, and extinguish 
“ that ot the race ot Ommeyah , that a black standard would be displayed 
at Meru, and m different parts of Khorassaun ; and that our odious 
oppressors would be slaughtered undei e\ery rock, and e\er\ stone where 
“ they should fly tor concealment. We are perfectly aware,” observed the 
Hadj.es, “ that tuts is the hundredth 3 ear. Never has the hundredth 
“3 ear elapsed in the h story of any nation,” continued the descendant of 
Abbas, in winch the aflairs ot that natton have not undergone some im- 
^'■pnrtant re\olution, or some dreadful derangement. That long looked 
“for, pnm''ed pniod is at length at hand , for know that you arc now m 
“the huiidiedth \ear ot the ascendancy of the Benni Ommevah.” It has 
been already observed that Abu Mosslem nas born about the last vear of 
the first centurv, and that Ins introduction to the representative of the 
house of Abbas on tins occasum, took place nben he was about the a^eof 
nineteen, lii tins case, reekouuig from the accession of hlauweiah to 
the government of Damascus, on the death of Abu Obaidah m the 
eighteenth of the Hidjerah, the assertion of the descendant of Abbas will iq 
point ot tact be found-to be tolerablj correct, though the sovereign power 
did not absoiuttlv devolve to the Benin Omraejah, until manv 3 ears after- 
wards , when the same Mauweiah succeeded to the Khelaufut on the abdi- 
cation of Imaum Hnssun 

be this how'ever as it may, Imaum Mahommed continued to repeat, that 
be looked apua the youthful Abu iSiossIem as expressly raised to advance- 



«74 - 

A*H.CXXVI, nevertheless, to cnrtall the pay of his army; from which, and other plans of 
economy, he acquired the appellative of Naukess, the mutilator. In these 
Kholaussut- measures his example was too faithfully imitated, in his government of 
ul-akhbaur. Khorassaun. by Nusser Seyaur ; which produced in the people of that pro- 
vince such a disgust towards his person and administration, that they were 
easily led to transfer their obedience to Khozzeia the Kermaunian, one of 
the sons or descendants of Mobilleb ; betwixt whom and Nusser Seyaur, 
hostilities soon afterwards broke out, which continued to rage, as will 
presently be seen, until the rights of the house of Abbas were proclaimed 
by Abb Mosslem, from among the rums of Meru,'* About the same lime, 
Bukker the son of Hdnian, one of the agents of that family, was successfully 
Employed in Khorassaun in obtaining a promise of allegiance for the repre- 
sentative of the house of Abbas ; and returned with most liberal contributi- 
ons to Ibrauhim the designated Imaum, the son of Mahoinmed, for whose 
service they had been collected among his adherents. 

From the impending misfortunes Yezzeid was, however, rescued by the 
plague ; of which, at the age of thirty-seven, be died on the twentierh of 
Zilhudje,’!' of this year, after a short-lived sovereignty of six months. ]f the 
advantage of an illustrious birth had been alone sufficient to confer renown, 
or to secure his power, this prince would have been singularly fortunate, 
since his historians have assigned to him the following exalted pedi?iee. 
His mother Mah-afreid, was the daughter of Feyrouz the son of Yezdejiid, 
the last monarch of the ancient Persian dinasties ; the mother of Feyrouz 
was the daughter ofSheiruiah, by a daughter of the Greek emperorof Con- 
atantinople ; and lastly, the mother of Sheiriiiah was the daughter of the 
Khaugan, or great Kaun of Tataria; so that he had good grounds for 
boasting, as he frequently did, that “ he was the son of Noushirvan, the 
“ father of .Merwaun, the grandson of Caesar, and the same m the fourth 
“ degree of the Kbagan.^’ 

Ibhauhim Ibrauhim the son of Walid the first, thirteenth Kbalif of the house of 
Xuith. Ommeyah. On the death of Yezzeid, the people of Damascus, in con- 
ofthe house formity with an arrangement made by will, were easily prevailed upon to 
of Ommey- pledge their allegiance to his brother Ibrauhim; but, from the alarm 
which was already spread of the approach of Menvaun, who had never 

♦ Tarikh gflzeidah. t October 3rd, A. D. 744. 
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A.H CXXVIII. the claims of liis family. He therefore charged them to keep their eyes 

him, and \;henever he should take up arms, to aid him with all their 
Tankh resources ; and to render the charge the more impressive, he intimated 

Tebry. that this was probabl;) the last 3 ear m which they would ever meet on this 

side the grave; since his aihngs and infirmities gave him reason to appre- 
hend that his dissolution \^as at no great distance. But when that event 
had taken place, it beho\ed them to consider that his claims devolved m 
the first instance to his son Ibrauhim, at this period residing in Khorassaun. 
If anv thing should, however, occur to withdraw him from their expecta- 
tions, there was his second son All}', here unaccountably denominated 
Abdullah the son of Hareth, afterwards knowm by the title of Abul Abbas 
ul Seffauh , and in the last instance, to his third son Abu JauflTer, the 
same who was subsequently known, on his accession to the Kheiaufiit, by 
the appellation of Mun^iur ul Douaunek, or more generall} Ul Munsur, the 
second Khahf of the house of Abbas. 

On their return into Khorassaun, the chiefs of the party, in consequence 
of these intimations, concened lor Abfi MoS'lem a degree of consideration 
ver}’’ difieient from w hat he had been accustomed to experience. They 
concealed, how'ever ver}" carefully, all they had heard from the representa- 
tive of the house of Abbas on the subject of thisauspicious 3 omb ; although 
the}’’ frequently met to deliberate with him on the plan, and arrangements 
of the desig-n which had been so lone in aeitation : Abu Mosslem, with the 
prudence of maturer }ears, continuing to check the impatience of his 
associates, until those circumstances should arise, w hen the} might venture 
to disclose their view s with a reasonable probability of success. He would 
however encouratie them, with occa^'icnal assurances, that the period the} 
so anxiously looked for, was at hand; and that so certainly as he consi- 
dered himself to be the lord of the black standard, they might calculate 
upon bis entire unw illingness to protract the manifestation, or execution of 
the enterprize, a moment beyond the favorable crisis, whenever it might 
present itself. 

In this manner Abu ISIosslem continued to operate m silence and 
obscurity, until the period at which hostilities broke out, as we have already 
had occasion to observe, between I'^usser Seyaur and the Kertnaunian , lu 
W'hirh. he no sooner perceived that the superiority w’as on the side of the 
Kermaunian, than he determined to appear at the head of his followers. 
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likhommed the son of Ally, of the race of Abbas, was no longer in exist- All CXXVIH, 
€nce. ile had died so long back as the year one hundred and twenty-four, A. D. r 15. 
and had been succeeded in his rights by his son Ibrauhim , by whom the Kholau^but- 
prosecution of the claims of his family \^as afresh confided to the discretion ul akhbaur. 
■and talents of Abh Mosslem. 

The latter proceeded now to publish, with lessreserte, theclaimsoftheracc 
■of Abbas to the honors of the Imaumut; and at least a thousand warriors 
had private!^' assembled near his person, when Nusser Seyaur became 
, apprized of this fresh and dangerous combination against liis autliorit}^ • his 
atienticn was, howe\er, so completely engaged m the contest with the 
Kermaunian, that he found it at present impossible to employ cither force, 
or address, to oppose the designs of Abft Mosslem. fJ is only resource 
then, was to convey to Merw'auii information of the accumulating dangers 
w'hich threatened to deprive him, of this fair and important portion of his 
dominions. To this receiving no kind of reply, he conceived it too 
e\ident a proof that the house of Omme^alMvas already arrived on the 
verge of destruction. Still there w-as one quarter m which be thought a 
sen-e of common danger, and common interests, might yet secure some 
degree of attention to tils claims of assistance. Yczaeid the son of Amru 
ben Hobairah commanded at Wausset, as goternor of Western Ir.'ik under 
the authority ot iienvauii. To him, tlierefore he next applied, represent- 
ing, that U'hile sufficiently embarrassed by his contest with the Kerm.iun- 
lan, another adversary had suddenly risen against him from the dregs- ot 
society, not less devoid of every principle of religion, than contemptible for 
the obscurity of his origin, that he had, nevertheless, collected a nLber of 

adherents anaong the profligates of Khorassaun attached to the fattniv of 
Abbas. He called upon Yezaetd to reflect senouslv, that the r Zlel 

were inseparably muted, that they must stand or fall together - anZhe 

e and effectn'ai :.d.“7h:::::f 
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Hobairah gave himself, however, but httle concern about the apphcatl 
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^incipnl, and the house of Abbas in general; rejected an appeal to the sec- A.H.CXXXl, 
tions of the Koran, and in favor of the family of their prophet, he left to the ^ D.748. 
lieutenant of Abb Mosslem no other alternative than an immediate attack, Tankh 

to ^Yhlch he directed his followers to proceed without further delay. The Tebry. 

fortune of Abb Mosslem was, however, again triumphant. The governor of 
Isfahaun, with a great part of his troops, fell in this contest, which is stated 
to have taken place in the year one hundred and thirty-one ;* and the City 
immediatel} submitted to the conqueror. 

Ha\ing continued at Isfahaun for the space of twenty days, Kohtbah 
then led his troops towards Nihau end ; which had been secured against him 
by a certain Malekben Mahommed ul Bahely, with some of the family of 
the unfortunate Nusser Seyaur. After he had for some time been closely 
in\csied within the walls, and had sustained -considerable annoyance from 
the warlike machines of Kohtbah, which continued to play upon the town 
ivilhout intermission both night and day, the governor at last sent out to 
•request a capitulation for himself, and the men of Syria who composed his 
garrison-, to which Kohtbah consented without much difficulty. The 
garrison accordingly evacuated the place, and put themselves at the dispo- 
sal of the bcsieuers, together w'lth forty individuals of tiie family of Nusser 
SoNaur, who confided in the deceitful possibility that they should escape 
detcition. The ministers of vengeance w’ere however not to be eluded. 

These unhapp\ persons were all discovered, and in cold blood deliberately 
put to death In iheir remorselcbS persecutors From thence Kohtbah 
proceeded to Hulwaun, which was precipitately abandoned on his approach 
bv the olhcer w ho held it under the authority of the grandson of Hobairali , 
and w ho ilod to his master to acquaint him with the damrer, which, like a 
gathering tempest, seemed now' ready to burst upon him, from the nd^es 
of I’ercian I’ak. 

Lmcniig Iluiwaun without opposition, Kohtbah as usual, letied a con- 
tr bution on the inhabitants for the supply of bis troops, and prepared to 
maich into the lower Ir.'ik. In the mean time he employed a detachment 
o! four ihon«:.ind men, under Abduhnclek the son of Yezzeid, called Abu 
Awuit, one of Ins essociates, to take possession of Sheherzur, which w'as 

* Kho'auijm-ul-slhbaur. 



68(5 

A.H.CXXIX. NusserSeyaur, absurdly avowinghis resolution, while he could maintaii^ 
himself in Ir^k, not to have any thing to do with Khorassaun. An argu- 
Tankh ment which has operated to the subversion of many a state, both before 
Tebry: and since. 

Finding that Nusser Seyaur was abandoned in these circumstances to 
struggle without support against treason and rebellion, AbA Mosslem no 
longer suppressed the maniiestation of his ambitious views. He dispatched, 
to inform the Kermauman that he might now venture with confidence to 
set on foot whatever plans he had in contemplation, for that he was at 
last determined to espouse his cause. The force of the two chiefs was, 
accordingly, soon afterwards united , and the whole thus brought together 
to act in concert against Nusser bey aur. 

Kholaussut- The appearance of Abfl Mosslem in open revolt on this occasion, is fixed 
ttl-akhbaur. to the latter end of Ramzaun, of the year one hundred and twenty-nine j 
or rather to the evening when the new moon*^ of the following month of 
Shavaul, displayed her silver arc m the heavens, as a signal that the sever- 
ities of the preceding fast were at an end. 

The uniform chosen by Abfi Mosslem to distinguish his adherents, has 
Tankh been already adverted to. Different reasons have been assigned for that 
Tebry. choice ; and among others, it is said to have been adopted, to demon- 
strate the universal sorrow which prev^ailed, in consequence of the prema- 
ture fate of Zaid the son ofZeyne-ul-aubbedeip, and his souYaheyajOr John, 
as briefly noticed in a former page. But it is otherwise stated, as moie con- 
sistent with truth, that Abu Mosslem being desirous of bringing about an 
entire change of system, he determined to assume for the badges and 
ensigns of his party, a colour different from that which had 
been adopted by the house of Omrueyah, whu h was green. With 
this view he directed one of his attendants to appear before him, clad in 
different colours alternately , until he at last presented himself arrayed m 
black, from head to foot; which Ab£l Mosslem immediately declared to 
produce the strongest impression of awe and solemnity • and he accord- 
ingly issued orders that a,ll who espoused his cause, should take that 
colour for their clothes and standards. In consequence of this, the 
whole population of Nissa and Abawerd, Meru-ur-roud and Taulekan, four 
cities of Khoras'saun which had by this time declared for Abu Mosslem, 
adopted, with universal enthusiasm, the sable uniform.; which continued to, 

*June 14th, A. D, ^47, 
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A.HCXXXI. slill held for Yezzeid the son of Amrfii, by a certain AbuSoffeyan be« 
Odiman. With a force something superior m number, this commander 
Tarikh took post at a station about two Persian leagues on that side of Sheherzfir, 
Tebxy, detei mined to oppose the troops under Abh Awun: But being 
killed \Mth a considerable part of his followers, the remainder dispersed in 
all diiections, and Abb Awun entered Sheherzur without further resistance. 

By this time the intelligence which he continued to receive of the pro- 
gress ot these formidable insurgents, had at last convinced the governor of 
Irbk that it behoved him in person to meet the danger, before it sought 
him HI the repose of his capital , be therefore left Waussit at the head of 
his army, and approachedHulwaun , m the neighbourhood of which he now 
encamped, immedrately surrounding his position with intrenchments^ On 
this, instead of proceeding to attack the enemy, Kohtbah drew his troops 
from Hulwaun towards Khauekem, followed by the grandson of Hobairah; 
who decamped to Destgueirah, as if determined to attend his motions for 
an opportunity of attacking him to advantage. When this circumstance 
became known to Kohtbah, he thought fit to explain to his associates, that 
for the present it was necessary to abstain from molesting the grandson of 
liobairab ; and that he should be permitted to amuse himself by whatever - 
movements he chose , unless indeed he placed himself in such a situation 
that an action could be no longer avoided . that they had come thus 
far, not in search of him, but of his master Merwaun, Having thus 
explained himself, Kohtbah proceeded further to inform them, that he 
required guides to conduct him to Kbfah, in such a manner as to avoid all 
communication with the high road, or usual route. On which a person of 
the tribe of Haradan stepped forth, and told his general, that be would 
undertake to lead him to Kufah ra a way that he should be entirely 
withdrawn from the observation of the enemy. “ Lead on,” said Kohtbah, 
and if heaven prosper, ten thousand dirh6ms shall be thy reward.” The 
guide proceeded accordingly, and fay an expeditious march, brought the 
army to a place called Baussa , from whence turning off to the right, he 
conducted them ultimately to the city, as it is here called, of Odeid, but 
which vt would be at present difficult to recognize, unless it were perhaps 
Jedeidah on the Euphrates : ibis, from what follows, could not however be 

jibe place. 
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be borne ever afterwards as the symbol of the house of Abbas. About A.H CXXIX 
the same time, direciions were dispatched by Abfl Mosslera. to the inha- 
bitants of Itazgaunan, to take down from the gibbet, to which it had been TankI, 
hitherto suspended, the body of Yaheya the son of Zaid, and to give it the rcboi. 
long forbidden riles of sepulture. And it was now that he commenced 

Iherareerofyengeanceby puitingto death the advocates of the house of 

Ommeyah, wherevef he could find them. 

Alarmed to a considerable degree by the dangers tMlh wliich he was 
surrounded on e\erj' side, Nusser Seyaur once more applied for succours 
to Merwaun, and to the chiefs who continued still attached to his govern- 
ment. Application was however in vain, for succours never came, lie 
next endeavoured to excite suspicion betvveen Abu Jvlosslem, and his ally 
the Kermaunian i and for this purpose he wrote to the latter, to beviare of 
being too blindly imposed upon by the professions of A b\i Mosslem,and his 
associates , for that there was nothing so foreign to ///e/r views as the advance- 
ment of bs. For his own part, though an enemy, he confessed that he 
entertained some apprehensions of the danger to which he was thus 
unsvlspectmgly exposed , and he therefore proposed a private conference 
between themselves, m the precincts of the city of Merfl, for the purpose 
of entering into a treaty of peace, and mutual support, in order lo secure 
themselves against the designs, and to seize the person of Abh Mosslera. 

'The K.ermaunian promised, without hesitation, to comply wiih all lie 
desired , but repairing directly to Abvi Mosslem, he disclosed to him 
w’lthout disguise, the subject of the overtures which he had received from 
the enemy, and requested to know in what manner he would advise him 
to proceed. Abu Mosslem, demanded on his part, how he was disposed to 
act. “ According to a plan which I have in contemplation,” observed the 
Kermaunian, “ I design to give him the meeting which he desires ; and to 
“ employ one of my people to tall upon him unexpectedly, and put him to 
death. Nothing could be better conceived,” was the reply of Abh 
Mosslem. Accompanied by an escort of about one hundred horse, the 
Kermaunian proceeded accordingly to the advanced posts of the enemy . 
and hav mg furnished one of his follow'ers with such instructions as he 
thought necessary for the execution of his design, he sent a messenger to 
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On intelligence of tin'; devious end unexpected movement on the pnrl A.II CXXXI 
of hi< adverser \, the goNornur ol Irak demanilcd of his fricinK, what tlu^y 
now ihoughi of tlie views of tiie nnadors. “ The designs of KohlhaliT said 'i nnUi 
they, “ are manifestly directed tow ards Kutali , it is itowever the husitiess t.f 'I ebry. 

our general to lease him for the prcseiu to his (oriuiio, and proceed 
‘ straight into Ivhornssaiin to attack the msiirrertion at ns sonrre/ 

Declining how'ever the hazard of a conflict with Aln‘i Mossjeni, whose 
lorcc he did not caicniatc at less than one hundred ilionsand strong, \tz- 
i'eid the son of Ainru, detonnincd on marching with all the etlerity tn his 
pos\ er towards Rufah, in the expectation that he should ycl he aliie to 
reach ihat jilaec before his aiuagoiiist. \\ he h resolution In mg earned 
into tmniediale cfl'eci, wa*' the means of bringing the two armies, perhaps 
bclore ihe\ were aware of it, w nlmi a ver^ *;hort disiam e of i ach other. 

In thcmeaiUime,ha\ mg npparcnil\ crossed tbe'Vigris w iiboni nn_\ remark- 
able occurrence, Iv^iluhah was armed on the left hank of the Knphralcs, and 


had ahead} sent the greater part of his force toihe filhersnle, when somt time 
after sun set, thev ncro unexpeetedly attacked by the troops of V«7yrid. 
Either altempiiug to cross to the as>isiaiieo of his followers on ilic other 
side, or exerting liimsclf to repulse tlie enemy on his own, the liorse of 
K\'hlhah stumbled m llic obscurity and confusion of ^ilic night, .'iiid threw 
him into the mer , where he was immediately drowned. Heing however 
ignorant of the fate of their general, the troops of Rohthah conlinued the 
action with unabated spirit and resolution, until they had driven ofT their 
assailants m complete disorder. 'I'hc} then sought their general, and hav- 
ing for some time explored the hanks ot the nvenn vnm, nl last discovered 
his horse, the drenched state of whose etpiipmenls loo clearly bespoke the 
fate of his iider, Ilisson Hussun was immediately chosen hv the arinv to 
succeed him, and the march for Kuf.ih was resumed v\ithout further 
interruption. While the son of Amro, with his vaiiquisiicd and dispirited 
followers, withdrew towards Waussil, confiding the defence of Kd'iih, that 
nest of sedition and inconsistency, to Abdurraihm.m the son of liesbir ; but 
as this chief would have found it perhaps ddlieuli to liave opposed any 
eflectual resistance to the enemy, at the hcadol a turbulent and disaftected 
population, he thought it best to abandon the place, and hasten to join hts 
patron. 

Hussun Kohtbah now approached Kufah without further opposition, and 
iq the month of Mohurrem, of the year one hundred and thirty-two,* 
• Khcbassut-ul-alvhbaur, September, A. D. y-tp. 
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A.H.CXXXir. i^irtercid tHal city at the head of thirty tboiiSahd men, Hc wai viaited ort 
his arrival by Abd Selmah Jauffer the son of Jellaul, entitled the minister 
Tankh 'Or agent of the family of Mahomraed, whom we have already had occasion 
Tcbo^. to itbtice; and wliom the son of ICohtbah appeals to have received with 
feirigular respect and distinction, for this indeed he alleged the instruc- 
tibn^' of Abu Mossletu, by wliotn he expressly stated that he was directed 
t<i place himself under Ins authority , and'he accordingly desired tohiiow 
in what maaner he wished him to conduct his future proceedings. The 
result of the interview, however, was a joint proclamation by which the 
■inhabitant^ were invited to meet at the^irincipal mosque; to which, not a 
persoh of any rank or respectability in the town or neighbourhood faded to 
repair at thb time appointed ; although the object for which they were 
* assembled was, to the last, studiously withheld from the knoW'ledge (rf’ihe 

public. 

There was at the same period residing at Kufah a considerable party 
attached to the interests of the race -of Ally, and who entertained expecta- 
tions accordingly, that the -allegiance of the people would be required, as 
they conceived it due, for the -descendants of Abb Tauleb, But tvhen Abb 
Selmah, after perforoning the ordinary functions of the Imaumut, further 
prorogued Bie assembly, with a request that every individual among them 
who Could'put on armour, or mount a horse, would appear the next day m 
the same place, arrayed m black, for the purpose of swearing allegiance to 
that peVson who should be found most worthy of the government, the 
hopes of that illustrious and persecuted family were at once extinguished. 

Be this however as it may, the mass of the people, more interested pos- 
dSibly about the ensuing spectacle, than about the justice or injustice of any 
particular claims, dispersed to their habitations, to provide themselves with 
the required uniform. So that the next aiornmg, by break of day, the 
whole of Kufah appeared completely shrouded m black ; the people hast- 
ening to the mosque in prodigtous crouds, in black turbans and vesture, 
With banners of the same colour displayed, and rending the sky with their 
acclamations. In due time, Abb Selmah, the reputed vezzeir of the family 
of Mahomraed, a title which, perhaps to favor the deception, appears to 
' have been confirmed to him by Abb Mosslem^ entered the assembly clad 
in the like sable colours with the rest ; and having, as before, taken posses- 
::SJOQ of the pulpit, aud dispatched the ordinary forms of divine worship, he 
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last univ6rsally disposed in favor of that invincible chief, and with their A.H.CXXIX# 
9 ubmi«?sion placed at his command the entiic revenues of the country. A.T>.7^7. 

It has been already noticed that a considerable part of Irak Ajem, and Kholau'^sut- 
Pharss, to the boundaries of Uai and Damaghaun, had soon alter the uUkhbaur. 
accession of Merwaun, been wrested from his authority by Abdullah, one 
of the descendants ot Jauffer Teyanr ; or rather by the activity of one of the 
duels who had been induced to join his standard. Abdullah fiKcd Ins 
residence It seems at Istakhaur, the ancient Persepohs ; no small inimher 
of the illustrious race of llaU'.hem. and of others of every rank and desciip- 
tion, hastening to that place to enrol themselves in his service However, 
about this time, the troops of Yez^eid the son of Amru Ilobairah, the 
goNeinor oi Irak on the part of Merwaun, advancing against Abdullah irt 
two directions, he was finally defeated, and together with his two brothers, 

Plussun and Zaid, fled for protection into Khorassaun • m the belief that 
the insurrection in that province had been promoieil by AbCi Mosslem, in 
favor of tlie family of the prophet. Nevertheless, when the fugitive 
reached Herat, he was detained by the lieutenant of Abb Mosslem, who 
commanded in that citj, until lie should receive the instructions of his 
principal. The messenger returned with orders from Abu. Mosslem that 
Abdullah should be put to death, and his brothers spared. He was accord- 
ing!) smothered in Inched, and buried in one of the suburbs of Herat ; m 
the place since knowu by the name of the sepulchre or mausoleum of the 
Sev uds. 

A senes of disasters and defeat had by this time convinced the unfor- 
tunate NusserSeyaur that he was no longer capable of contending with', his 
invincible rival in the field of battle ; and he therefore shut himself up. in 
bis palace, within the city of MerCi.’'^ 

In that place it would appear that he was soon afterwards joined by 
Ally the Kermaunian, who on some occasion of disgust with Abfl 
Mosslem, thought fit to go over to the enemy. Nevertheless, on receiving 
a letter from Suhman Kesheiry taxing him with bis total disregard of every 
principle of sacred revenge, in associating with bis father’s murdprer he 
became again hostile to Nusser Seyaur : and seducing the greater par’t of 
the tribe of Kebbeia to unite in his views, extended the disaffection winch 

♦TankhTebo'. 
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proceeded .0 demnnd^of '’.ai'^n.^d-r ,'d 

Zr«Mlhmur!mhcr’Fcl.,d., to ONi>l,nn In. tie«s. On wlnrh l.n forthcr -.^.tl, 

CntirorZ desrendants or Mehontnn^ had tvin.-n to hnn to 

reqinrc that he should establish a prince of the race of 1 l.ntshem, on he 

'Xte or the Khahfs-lo redeem the ttorhl rron, the tjr.tnny of the 

house ofOinmeyah, and of the ,ntprntct|iled and armpanl nntnolalors olthc 

clnldren of the potphel-rhal he ha.l sought thronch the tt.anstnns ofthe 
Bennt Hanshom, and had not been able to dtsroter among then. ,n,v one 
ot a character more exalted, or of a d.spost.ton more ptons than A ly the 
son of Mahommed the son of Alls, the son Al.,h.llah Abbas ; .bat be «as 

at.l.esa.net.me,bypr,or,lyorb.r.l,. the most excellent of .be fnmiy of 
Abbas, and a man of ...tblcmishcd morals. -Tins iherehne, ’ ron.nn.ed 
AbvlSelnuh, ‘Ms the person who chnllrn^rs my opprnh»tinn ; let thnt 
» approbat\on be confirmed b\ ymr rlmicc ” The nsscnnhly Jinnirdiately 
declared, ih.u his decision n as ( milled to their mnmst applause ; that it 
was manifestly under the dircclioii of providence , that their prayer^ were 
oflered to heaven, toeoiitmiie to inspire him, with tli(“5nne rct^nrd for the 
principle-; of truth and lusticc , and that their resolutions vliould he entirely 
governed by his All which they confirmed by the usual solemn and 
tremendous acclamation, “ God is most pow'eriul 

A messenger was now- dispatched h} Ahu Sclmali, to conduct this 
favored individual to the assembly ; and he made Ins .ippearnnce snon after- 
wards, ndmg on a she camel, and arrayed in the same sable ninfonn that 
enveloped all around him. As iiw-asFndaj, and the day set apart by 
the precepts of his religion for tlie more solemn performance of the duties- 
of divine worship, he desired, on entering the mo'^qiic, that the niCiezz.in 
would proclaim the hour of praver in the usual strain. Then ascending the 
pulpit, after the customary exordium of praise to the supreme being, and 
of benediction to the spirit of his messenger, lie proceeded, perhaps as a 
public and solemn attestation ofthe orthodoxy of Ins principles, to address 
his auditors in a discourse of some length ; m which he expatiated in par- 
ticular on the blessings of heaven, the torments of hell, and on the punish- 
ments and rewards winch in a future slate w'onld he infallibly adjudged to 
f^e practice of vice and virtue m the present, he close, d tips discourse 
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A.H.CXXIX* already prevailed against the government of Nusser, to a degree whicb 
^ threatened his immediate rum, in the verj bosom of his capital. Thetribeof 
Kholaussuti Munzer continued however still unshaken in their fidelity In these cir- 
ul-akhbaur. cumstances, Abfi Mosslem received both from Nusser Seyaur,and the son 
of the Kermaunian respectively the most pressing solicitations for support; 
to which he replied by a declaration, that he should be governed in his 
proceedings, by the resolution of the chiefs of the confederacy; of which he 
was at the head ; at the same time he privately intimated to the adherents 
of the house of Abbas, that they should favor the view s of the Kermaunidn» 
At a conference Nvhich was held on the occasion, Sfiliman Kesheiry 
accordingly pronouncing, that Khozzeia had been the victim of treachery, 
and that it became a duty to aid his son, the opinion was adopted by all the 
leaders of the insurrection ; and the messengers of Nusser Seyaur, and his 
opponent, were immediately sent back with impressions ektremely different 
upon their minds. 

Having secured the support of Abb Mosslem, the Kermaumau deter- 
mined on an attempt to make himself master of the city of Meru, and for 
that purpose again applied for assistance to his ally. He was however told 
in answer, that as yet there could be no reliance on his professions , and 
that It behoved him therefore to hazard at least one conflict with the troops of 


Nusser Seyaur, in order to form some opinion of the degree of confidence 
\vhich was to be placed in his smcentyi Thus brought to the test, Ally* 
or as he is usually designated, the son of the Keimauniart, immediately 
proceeded against Meru , of which, after defeating Nusser Seyaur in the 
field of battle, he ultimately succeeded in taking possession. Abu Moss- 
Tern, on the intelligence; hastened from Makhan, which at this period 
appears to^have been his head quarters, and drew towards the Capital, into 
which he was triumphantly received by the son of the Ker- 
maunian ; who, together with the whole of the tribe of Rebbeia, became 
now united under the victorious standafd of Abu Mosslem, whose address 


on this, and other occasions, was, perhaps, not inferior to bis good fortune. 
These events produced in the situation of the unhappy Nusser Seyaur the 
last degree of distress and despondence | and he had conceived the design of 
throwing himself on the mercy, and submitting to the authority of his 
more fortunate antagonist. But in this he was frustrated by the adverse 
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A.H.CXXXII-. however with an assertion, that next to the prophet, ond the Jmaum': hn 
immediate successors, their allegiance Mas to none so justly due ns to 
Tankh himself. That subdued and harrassed, as they had been by their oppres- 
Tebiy. sors, he had been a sharer in all their sufferings, and like them, been rom^ 
pelled to submit to usurpation and injustice ; but that Omnipotence had 
at last, among the faithful adherents of his family, inspired a hero in Klior- 
assaun,with the glorious resolution of avenging all their injuries. For nil 
M'hich he could not forbear to offer his tribute of humble praise to the 
Almighty ruler of the universe. 

Abul Abbas then quitted the pulpit, and advanced amnnir the people, in 
order to pass with them through the prescribed and custoinarj couise of 
adoration ; after M'hich he seated himself in the Meksurah, or more s.ured 
part of the mosque , the barricade of which was in a short time bioke tiown 
by the throng which eagerly pressed foru'ard to pledge allegiance to him. 
But on this subject all that at present appears necessary to add, is, that 
the important scene in nhicli the authority’' of the Kliahfs uas thus trans- 
ferred to the house of Abbas, took place on Friday the twelfth of the first 
Rebbeia, of theyeat one hundred and thiriy-ttvo.* 

At the Same time, in opposition to wliat has appeared in a preeriling 
page, It becomes necessary to remark, that the fate of Jhmuliim, the elder 
representative of the house of Abbas, is here stated not to liaie been deter- 
mined, until the inauguration on this occasion of his younger brothei Ally# 
by the people of Kufah, was announced to MerW.uin, and produced from 
that prince an immediate order for his seizure and execution. 

Be that however as it may, the proceedings at KCifah seem at last to have 
roused Merw'aun from that unaccountable apathy, m wliich he appear^’ to 
have been so long absorbed m his new' capital oflJarran, but to whalti 
from his acknowledged talents and personal valour, it is not probable tint 
" he \\ouId ha\c }ielded, unless from moincs of extreme ncccxsity am! 
ctubarrassnlent. These were, howe\er, again lost m the cnriternplation of 
new dangers equally formidable and alarming j and the Klnlif finally <lelrr- 
nlmcd on marching m pereon to defeat if po'jsilile m a general conflier, th'' 
aspiring vu'ws and Miidictite plans of the J Jashcrintf s. VttlKforc In* 
took his final resolution, he is said to fia\e required, m partieul ir, tli-' 
ojmiiou of Issmauil the son of Abdullah ul Keshctri, p^ssiblv on* ff 
those most zealoublv attached to Ins pci^on “ -\bCi Alos^lein, 

• October 2Sib, A D. 
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arrnnscmonis of nn ovcr-niVuig destiny, not to be nppensed witbont bis A.II.CXXIX 

Utter dcnioliuon ;uk 1 clcjith. — — 

AbO Mosslem, becoming anxious to secure tlic person of an mlvcrsary Tnnkh 

u-bom contingencies miglU yet render fornudiiblc loln^i anllionU, rmpIo\C(l Ic 7. 
four of his follower':, on i\1io':e real and diet reiion hr tlionghl he could 
rely, to coiney a respectful message loNu^scr t^euinr ; inviting him to Ins 
prc-sence, on the pretext that he had rcccind n letter from Ihratiliim, the 
representatnc of the hnu':e of Ahhas, the contents of which he was desir- 
ous of communicating 10 him ; and ns^'iiriin^ him that he inighi icntnrc to 

comewiilunit the smdicsi apprehension of injury, or personal danger. 

Till semen repaired aeconlniijU to the abode of this once liaiighlj chief- 
tain, to whom they communicated the invitation of Abu Mos‘,lem: but 
one of them, either bj .ucideiu or design, repeating some words from the 
satred i* M oi the Koran, whieh snnieicnily indientrd the fate which 
awaited him, Nusscr Sejanr rcadili agreed to accompan\ tlnun , but ns it 
happened to be the hour of praver. ho a\ ailed himself «'f the prcicnce to 
teiire to one of his private apartments. In this a])arimcni was a window' 
coinniuuu ating wall the uarilcn, and from theme, the inglil being fortu- 
nately \er\ dark, lie distended wiiliout (K*lay , then eallinL; for the 
gToom of his btahlos to bring him a particular horse, which he described, 
he immediaiely nmunli-d , ami abandoning all his vast possessions, made 
the best of Ins waj, atenmpamed b) no more ilian a single attendant, 
towards the city of Xe\shapur, 

The messengers ot .\bCi Mosslem had continued for some time to expect 
the return ot their victim, hetore the} discovered that he was flov n. They 
W’eie then constrained to appear before ihe.r general to acccoiinl for the 
failure of ilieir mission. Having patiently listened to their statement, 

Abu iMosslem dasired them to dismiss the subject of Nusser Sejaur, who 
was welcome to dispose of himself wherever he thought fit : but beacknow<« 
ledged, as Ire said, some degree of curiosity to learn w hat it was that had led 
to the suspicion of their design. Thej declared that they were not apprized 
of any thing, further than the short lert from the Kor.'m, inadvertently 
quoted by their associate Laumir, just alluded to. '‘Even so,” said Ab4 
Mosslem, “his flight is now accounted for.” And as a reward for this oftici- 

ous, and perhaps involuntary proof of humanity, the o^ender immediately 
^pst his head, 



\hc cmbnTrns'^cd mnnnrch on Uic orcaniun, “ is in pos^r^sion ofKliorn*;- A.TICX\'VII, 
“sann, and AIhIuIIhIi ihc ‘^on of M.ilioninird,” ailudincr fo AlnM Al)l>ns, ^ 

“IS master of Irak, where the inhal)itanis ha\c publicly sworn allrpinncc 'Inn^h 

“ to him. Ill such circumstances, tell me, Issmauil, how* I may best pro- Icbr). 

“cecd in order to «]efcat the further desitriis of nn ad\rrsnnes > to enable 
“mctodelner an opuiioii,” replied Issmanil, “I must, iii snnie dearre, 

“be previously apprii'ed of the inttntious of m\ sovereign. M\ design,” 
said Merwann, “ is to withilraw in the first instance, with the whole of 
“ my followers, into the terriloiv of the Gieek emperor, (at this period Con- 
“ stantme Copronyimis) through the Grecian Derhend , and to take up my 
“ abode III one of the cities b Inneing to that monarch, until I receive 
“answers to the applications which I shall immediately transmit, to rlniin 
“ Ins assistance against the enemies of ni\ person and nulhonty. “ Heaven 
“ avert,” e\clanncd Issmanil, “that in anv case niv sovereign should he 
“ induced to resign the destiny of Ins childrt ii. to the rhscrction, or arhitra- 
“ lion, of the advocates of an impious pulv theism ; and this, m di fiance of 
“ the clearest conviction that were any niisforiunc to befal linn, while 
111 the Homan (orntorv, his familv would be ruined bevond redcmjition. 

“ My advice is, on the coiiirarv, to cross the ILuplimtcs immediately, and 
“ proceed mtoSvria , where Ins ajipeaioncc may cneciunlly deter the inlia- 
biiants, of that part of the empire at least, from adopting any resolutions 
“ prejudicial to his government. And if, after all, events should there 
“ turn out coutrarv to our just hopes and expectations, it will he still m 
his power to lettre into the Atriean provinces; where the fiitualion of 
“ my sov'ereigii will be iiifinilely more desirable, and rcsjicctablc, ilinii 
“ among the impious Greeks.” AVorthv Aba IMshem,” said Alcrvvaun, 
thy observations I acknowledge to be consistent with the strictest pro- 
“ pnet) and truth ; but I am resolved to try the issue of one conflict, at 
“ least, with the ciicm\. Jf the result should prove favorable, our embar- 
“ rassments will m a great measure be dispelled. If the reverse, Syria 
“ will vet remain before us.” And on tins he appears to have taken his 
final resolution, to proceed in (jiiest of his adv'crsancs 
In the mean time, having received the allegiance of the men of Kufah 
^nd of the troops of Ivhorassaun lately arrived in that city, in the manner 
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Tlic palac« of the fugitive was now pillaged and burnt by Abit Alosslem 
who had already given some proof of hts stern and vmdictne disposition! 
His agents ^^^re dispatched to all paits of Khorassaun, of the whole of 
which he was at length in possession without an opponent. The unhappy 
ilSusser Seyaui had on the other hand contmued his flight by uay of Serk* 
hess and Iseyshaphr to the city of Hai, and from thence, according to some 
authorities,^' he was conveyed m a httei to Sawah in Ifak Ajem; where the 
disorder by which he had been attacked on his journey, a dysentery, in a 
short time put a period to his life and misfortunes. 

In the mean time, Abu Alosslem appears to have exercised an unsparing 
vengeance towards all who had been attached to the former srovernment . 
not a creature of wdiom being sufiered to live. Neither did the son of the 
K-ermaunian experience a more favoiable destiny; having been admitted 
for a few days to serve m the-irain of Abh Alosslem’s followers, he was 
also dispatched to explore the remons of another world. 

^ Receiving intelligence of the flight ofNusser Seyaur, and of the estab- 
lishment of Abu Mosslem’s power in Khorassaun, the Khalif Alerwan, 
who had long since removed his court to Harran, not scrupling to consider 
Ibrauhim, tlie Imaum and representative of tue house of Abbas, as tbd 
source of these misfortunes, dispatched instructions to his couzm Walid 
the son of Alautveiah, and grandson of Abdulmelek, who was lieutenant of 
Damascus under his authority, to secure the person of Ibrauhim ; and send 
him without delay, and in safe custody, to bis presence. The obnoxious 
chief resided at this period at a small village called Hameimali, near Belka, 
on the borders of Palestine; the governor of which found no difficulty m 
seizing his person. He was securely conducted to Damascus, and from 
thence to Harran, where he wms immediately imprisoned. After the con- 
finement of a few days how’ever, an order was issued by Alersvaun, in the 
silence of the night, to put him to death , together wutb several other dis- 
tinguished Koraish, suspected of being concerned m promoting bis views. 
Ibrauhim is stated to have been dispatched by a rather singular process of 
cruelt\ ; he was suffocated by inclosing or-tying up his head in a bag of 
quick lime. His brothers, the future Khalifs Abul Abbas Seffauh, and 
Abu Jauffer ul Munsur, happily escaped from Hameimab,-and arrived 


* Kholaussut-ul-akhbanr, 
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4.H.CXXX1T. already related, AMI Abbas, accompanied ' by ^h'fs Ohdes, proceeded to 
take up his abode m the palace of government. On the day following he 
KhroTaussut- caused an encampment to be formed at a station called Hamaumayein, and 
nl-akhbaur. assigned the edmmahd of the army T^t'hicb iVas destined to encounter 
Merwaun, to one of those uncles, Abdullah the son of Ally. On the 
other hand, Menvaun, who was also advancing from Harran at the head 
of all the troops he could collect, at the station of Zaub, on the banks of a 
certain fiver either of that name, or the Euphrates, fell in with the arm' 
©f the house of Abbas ; and having there cast his fortune oh the hazard of 
a battle, was totally defeated with equal ^harae and loss ; great numbers of 
his troops perishing in their disorderly flight across the river. This fatal 
discomfiture is by some* ascribed to the following accident. Whilst the' 
armies were standing prepared for battle, in ' the presence of each other,' 
Merwaun unfortunately dismounted from his' horse on some necessary 
occasion ; and the animal, being incautiously left ‘at large, immediately 
galloped off among the troops. The latter Conceiving from the circumstance 
that their sovereign had perished, without naiting for the attack of their 
adversaries abandoned the field'of battle, and dispersed in every direction : 
which furnished to the Arabians ground for the observation, that Merwaun 
lost his throne and empire, (to avail ourselves for once of the assistance of 
a foreign idiom) pour tm p6t de chambte.^ But whatever might ha\e been 
the source of this irretrievable disgrace, the unhappy monarch, in a slate of 
despair and destitution, w'andered from the scene Of consternation across 
the Euphrates, directing his course for the Syrian frontier. Possessing, 
however, little in his character to exempt him from the ordinary lot of the 
unfortunate, and the intelligence of bis discomfiture having preceded the 
arriv-al of the forsaken fugitive, the gates of the Syrian cities in most 
instances vv^ere closed against him ; and he was ultimately constrained to 
continue his flight through Palestine westward, to the confines of Eg)pt. 

Successful beyond his expectations, Abdullah of the house of Abbas 
proceeded to the neighbourhood of MossCil ; and having been joined at the 
expiration of a few days by his brothers Salah and Abdussummud, with a 
reinforcement often thousand men from Irak, he entered that city appar- 
ently without resistance. Remaining there how'ever no longer than wjS 

1 

• TaniJi gitzeidab; t Kliolaussut-nl-akhbaur. 
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privately at Kufah, where they were secreted by Abu Selmah Jellaiil ; both 
to screen them from the malevolence of their enemies, and to promi'tc the 
desio-ns which he had m view in favor of the descendants of Ally, some 
one of whom he meditated to establish on the throhe of the Khalils. For 
this latter purpose, he is said to have written alternately to the three follow^ 
ino- personages of that family, mtreatmg their acceptance of the honors to 
which he had destined them to succeed. First to Imaum JaufFer-ul-Sau- 
dek, secondly to Abdullah the son of llnssun, and lastly to Omar the son 
of Zeyn-ubaubbedem , by each of whom his proposals were rejected t 
Imaum Jauffer, in particular, causing his letter to be burnt without a per- 
usal These cncumstances, however, as will appear hereafter, must have 
occurred subsequent to the entrance into Kiifah of the generals of Abu 
Mosslera , when the latter chiefs, discovering the retreat of the Abbassides, 
obtained from them information of the death of their brother Ibrauhim, and 
of his bequest of all his rights to Abul Abbas, whose claims they now 
solemnly pledged themselves to support, even before Abh Selmah was 
apprized that his proposals had been rejected by the descendants of the 
prophet’s daughter. 

Kohtbah the son of Shebeib, of the lineage of Hatem T.\i, had at a former 
period arrived in Khorassaun, with the standard which he had been charged 

* 05 

by Ibrauhim the IraaUm, to present to Abu Mosslem , by whom he was 
subsequently appointed lieutenant general of the aimy which he destined 
for the reduction of the western proiinces of Irak. 

Recurring to the period at w-hich AbCi iSIoss'em became apprized of the 
deaihof Nusser Sey^ur, it appears that he Was determined by the know- 
ledge of that event, to hasten the march of the troops under Kohtbah * 
whom he now directed to advance towards Giirgan, or Jurjan, as it is some- 
times differently written, near the south eastern extremity of the Caspian ; 
and trom thence, according to circumstances, to prosecute his march to 

Rai, or to any other quarter, w^here he conceived n practicable to extend 
the circle of his victories. 

In concurrence with his instructions, Kohtbah, whom we find accom- 

ganied on this occasion, among other commanders,* by Khaled the son of 

• K;hokussut-ul-akhbaur. 
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»eces 9 &ty^to pTace lt in b state of security, he left it in charge of oi\e of the a.H CXXXtf. 

-adherents of hisifannily;‘and prose’culc'd his march to Merj, (possibly the A.D. /50. 

-Meij-ur-raum'et of'a' former occasion) , all the towns in the country volun- 'i^^nkh 
'■taiily submitting' on his approach, and adopting ‘with little apparent Tebiy. 
reluctance the sable badge and livery of the triumphant party. Neither 
•does' he appear ’to have experienced any hostile interruption ' until' he 
reached the \h\\s of Damascus'. That city, under thddirectrons of Mid 
.the son of Mauweiah, the Cousin of the present, and the grandson of the 
former Merwaun, and in Support of a family of whose power it had 'been 
the cradle, might perhaps have been expected to make a formidable 
defence. But being closely pressed by Abdullah arid his brothers the 
jnhdbitants quarrelled among themselves, some declaring for the house of ■ 

Abbas, and others adhering to their allegiance , and proceeded to actual 
hostilities, in which the governor Walid having however fallen, and the 
patty of the house of Abbas consequently prevailing, the gates were imme- 
diately thrown open to the besiegers ; who thus became masters of thfe fair 
•metropolis of the Benin Ommeyah without further exertion. Having 
continued at Damascus for some short time, -to restore peace and tranquil- 
lity to the inhabitants, Abdullah no longer delayed the pursuit of the 
fugitive Merwaun, m search of whom he now advanced with the greater 
pait of his force into Palestine, but, in consequence of instructions from 
Abiil Abbas, he there' resigned the further prosecution of this object to his 
brother Salah, with a detachment of ten thousand men ; which was proba- 
bly deemed sufficient to drive an abdicated monarch to perish in the burn- 
ing sands of Africa. 

Aware of these arrangements the unfortunate Merwaun, m order as ' 
much as possible to retard -the progress of his pursuers, appears to have 
stood his ground, as lung as was necessary to consume the forage and lay 
jvaste the country; after which he accelerated his flight into E^^vnt 
spreading conflagration in his rear, until he reached Fost^t, or' the old towa 
of Cairo. That place, however, aflbrdmg but" very 'slender means of 
defence, or security, he appears to have crossed to the western side of the 
Nile, and continued his flight along that river upwa'rds. On the other 
hand Salah, but little retarded by the devastation which ha^ been intended t 9 
.impede his approach, pressed through the smoking towns and villages which 
^ - j. . 4 .. H 3 . - ■ 
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A.H CXXX. Barmek, proceeded first toNeyshap&r, of wbidr he made himself mastw^ 
without lesistauce; and having there levied a considerable contribution 
Tarikh which he divided among his followers, he advanced, as it would appear^ 
Tebry. towards the province of Jhrjan, by the circuitous route of Tbss, which, 
according to some authorities,^ he carried sword m hand. In the neigh- 
bouihood of Jhrjan he found, however, a numerous body of iroops 
eiitienched, under one of the lieutenants of Yezzeid the son of Arnrh 
' Hobairah, and prepared to oppose him to the utmost extremity.- But 
cairymg with him the fortune ol his principal, Kohtbab did not hesitate to 
attack the enemy in their intrenclimenis ; and after a conflict which con- 
tinued from sun use to the decline of day, succeeded in obtaining a com- 
plete victory ; Benaunah ihe commander of the enemy, with his son Hen-- 
telah, and ten thousand of their followers, perishing in the battle. The 
rest, whether Syrians or natives of iiak, escaped by flight. This conflict 
is stated to have taken place in the month ol Zilhudje.-f However that may 
be, Kohtbab entered the city of Jhgan soon aftenvards, and putting to. 
death, without mercy, all whom he could discover of the adherents of the 
house of Oiume}ah, he remitted a part of the booty which fell into his 
hands to Abu Mosslein, and distributed the remainder as formerly among 
bjs soldiers. 

Kohtbah now advanced without opposition to Damaghan and Ra:i ; oT 
both which places he transmitted a proportion of such contributions- as he 
could levy to Abu Mosslem, accompanied with a request, that he might be 
permitted to prosecute his advantages without further delay. Referring to 
his original instructions, this was not a matter in which he could hrive 
expected to experience much diflicuity ; and the reply of ^A.bu Mosslem 
accordingly no further restrained his proceedings, than to signify that bis 
first objectshould be the reduction of Isfaliaun. For that purpose, there- 
fore, Kohtbah next directed bis march for Kfim, where be appears to have 
met with no resistance; but on intelligence of his approach, a considera- 
ble force, was assembled by Aumar the son of Zebbaurah, the governor of 
Isfahaun, with a determination to give him battle. Accordingly Kohtbah. 
had no sooner shewn himself m the neighbourhood of Isfahaun, than the 
governor of that city issued from the town, at the head of his troops , and- 
having, with every expression of contempt and insult towards himself, hia. 

* Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, f Avgust, A. D. Ibidemi 



604 

A.H.CXXXII. seemed to mark the course of the un happy- on arch :s flight, until Ixj 
A D. 750. came to the city, or rather district of Fejum ; where he resigned the pur- 
Tankh Aumar the son of Issmauil the Jurjanian, with an inferior detach- 

Tebrj, ment of four thousand horse. At this very period Merwaun is stated to 

have halted, for a short repose, at a place called Eyne-usshutns, liere une- 
quivocally represented as the ancient metropolis of Pharaoh.^ The desitrno- 
tion of “fountain of the sun/" together with the remark with which n is 
accompanied, would lead us in speculation to search for the spot hif^h 
up towards Thebes the city of Busins, and the Hejiopolis of antiquitv. 
There are, however, other authors who fix this concluding scene nidifier- 
ently at Buseir,-]* of which name there still appears a villas^e, some miles 
above Cairo, on the western side of the Nile , and at Zaut-ul-scllaucsil of 
which we can form no conjecture, unless it is the chain of hills which 
appears to stretch eastward of the same river, helow' Syene. But as this 
may be a matter of little importance, the author proceeds to describe, that 
his pursuers, arriving at night unexpectedly m the place where the dis- 
tressed fugitive had taken up his precarious abode, h<!pp?ned to surprise 
perhaps bis only domestic, w'hile rubbing dowm his horse and fo extort 
from him, either through apprehension or inadvertency, the disc o\e'-\ ihat his 
master was lodged in a neighbouring Christian church,, to the jtt8>k of 
which, Aumar accordingly conducted his soldiers without the smallest 
delay. By some means or other,, however, Merwaun became appnzed of 
bis danger, although not m time to eflect his esc.ipe , and hcuing put ^>n 
his armour, he rushed sword m hand against his assailants Being immedi- 
ately recognized by the Jurjanian, thelatter called out to his follower^, in 
Persian, “to give it him,” with all their force, on which .\bdullah ihc 
son of Shahaub ul Mauzeny, one of the chiefs, transfi.xed him with In'? lance 
below the short ribs, and killed himon the spot. The InTsemeii now drew 
round, to contemplate the spectacle f-t fallen greatness; a slave belonging 
to the chief who had put, pe/haps a xcelcome, period to his misfortunes, di— 
mounted and struck off the head of Merwaun ; which was as usual, 
ultimately convej'ed to Abul Abbas at Kulah, to attest his final triumph 
over the destiny of his opponent. 

* Were vve not led br rhe former statement, in the opposite dircci'on < 1 Fe^ um to sar*." 
Upper Epvpt, vve should be d sposed to lav the scene of the approaching catas.ropnt 
iVlenuph, or Memphis, at the head of the Delta. 

• ■{• Taxikb gazeidah. t Kholaussut-ul-akbbaur, 
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Thus, in- the month of Zilkaudah ♦ of the year of the Hidjerah onehun- A H CXXXlh 
dred and thirty-two, nould appear to have perished the last Khalif of the 
house of Ommejah, in the sixty-second year of his age, and after a most Tankh 
perplexing and turbulent reign of five years and -eight or nine months. Tcbry. 
Therera of his death is further established in the odious epithet of Kclb,^ 

traitor, false miscreant, bestoned upon him by the illiberal spirit of the 

triumphant party, the three consonants of which representing respectively 
the numerals one hundred, thuty, and two. The appellative of Azrak-ul 
hfir, or blue e\ed, has also beert sometimes applied to this unfortunate 
prince , and occasional!} that of the Jaudian, from a schismatic, or sectary of 
the name of Jaud the son ofDerhem, to whose doctrines he is said to have 
been attached. But the designation, by which he is become more generally 
known to succeeding times, is that of U1 Hummaur,J. which in some of 
the dialects of Arabia is, it seems, intended to express the extremity, or 
close of a century ; the power of the house of Ommeyah, w-hich may be 
said to have attained to nearly that duration, concluding with the fall of 
Merwaun , although it is commonly supposed that he was entitled Hum- 
maur-ul-Jezzeirah, the ass of Jezzeirah, or upper Mesopotamia, (of w’hich he 
was for some tiraegovernor underlheprecedingKhalifs)from the persevering 
obstinacy, the pertinacitv, which distinguished his earlier exploits in the field 
of batile. In the last place it becomes necessary to state, that if we calculate 
from the month of Julv of the tear six hundred and sixtv-one, ^wdien 
Iinaum II ussun abdicated his au,thonty in favorof Mauw-eiah, to tlie month 
of June of the }ear seven hundred and fifty of the Christian chronologv, 
when Merw-aun perished, in the manner just related, on the banks of the 
Kile, the sovereignty of the Ommeyades.or race ufOmmeyah, will appear 
to have subsisted for the exact period of eighty-nine years ; thoucrh the 
power of this celebrated family la a subordinate degree, may' be traced to 
a much earlier period, namely to the Khelaufut of Omar, when Mauw-eiah^ 
as we formerly observed, succeeded, on the death of Abfi Obaidah, to the 
government of Damascus. 

\1 e cannot perhaps conclude thi^ volume more properly than with the 
follow irg just and comprehensive reflections, which we derive from that 
well know u abridgment of orientaLhistory, tfle Tarikb guzeidah. ^ 

*- June 750 . f Kholaussutrul-akhbaur. ^ Ibidira, 
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iL‘,H,CX'X!}nL" irt the' last stEige of his'mislfbrtuhfis it whs asked of the urihhppy^ 

jSleiWalin, to what dircumstatice of his goverptnettt he pritrdpaliy ascribed 
Tatikh tli'e sad -senes oFcalaraicies which ultimately produced his ruin ; be is Said 
g^zeidah^ to havd replied', that they had all arisen from the fatal contempt in which 
ho had too long continued to hold the designs of his adversaries ; from the 
blind presumption with which he had too haughtily relied on his own per- 
sonal valour abd military skill ; but more particularly from his unpardon- 
able neglect of the earnest and repeated solicitations of Nusser Seyaur, to 
furnish him with the necessary reinfoicemenls, before the enemy should 
ba*ve discovered the means of establishing his power. In the same sober 
sttam the historian proceeds to remark, that it is worthy of our most serious 
reflection to consider, that the glory of the house of Ommeyah should 
b'ave been extinguished, at a time w'hen it was upheld by the talents and 
Experience t)f such a monarch as Merwaun , by the unrivalled valour of his 
general Yezzfeid the son of Amrfl Hobairah ; and by the consummate abilities 
of his minister Abdul Hameid the son of Yaheya, who was second to no 
statesman upon earth in sagacity and political skill. For had these things 
been otherwise, man, m his short-sighted and imperfect survey of events, 
would haVe presumed to ascribe the result to the ordinary operation of 
weak counsels, pusillanimity, and indolence. But God Almighty so 
ordained it, to afford us an awful, and striking example, that the fate of 
State's and empires doth not depend upon the degrees of human capacity,* 
■blit upon theinsbrutable operations of his mysterious providence. 


<END of tHE FIRST VOLUMFi 



JSOTE (A) P. 11. 


O N Saturday, or according to-others, on Monday, tlic twenty-fifth of Zilkaudah, of the 
tenth of the Hidjerah,* having previously performed his ablutions; having anointed 
his facewnth oil, combed his hair and beard, and otherwise purified his person, the prophet 
divested himself of everj’ part ol his apparel through \\hich the needle had passed ; and put- 
ting on his mantle and drawers only,^ quitted his chamber. He then dispatched the four 
rekkauts, or incurvations of prayer, prescribed for the hour of noon, m the mosque of Me- 
deinah , after which he took his departure from that city At the station of ZOl Khaleifah, 
about seven miles from Medeinah, on the road to Mekkah, he performed the succeeding 
course of prayer with ivo instead of/uur incurvations, or prostrations. On this occasion the 
prophet IS stated to have provided, or sent forward, near one hundred camels for sacrifice^ 
one of w'luch had been particularly marked and collamd by his own hands The person 
who conducted them had moreoter instructions, in case any of these consecrated animals 
should appear about to perish, to cut its throat , and having smeared the collar with its 
blood, to suspend it to the hunch, on the right wdc ; as a mark by which both himself and 
his associates might be pi evented from eating any of the flesh of the animal so disposed of. 

Immediatelj on their amial at Zul Khaleifah on this occayon, Essma the daughter of 
Oneiss, the wife of AbCi Bukkor, was delivered of IMabommed the younger brother of 
Ayaishah , and on her application to the prophet for his instructions in what manner to 
proceed, under circumstances of such delicacy and danger, she was enjoined to secure her 
person in the best manner she was able, against cold and fatigue, without, how’ever, divest- 
ing her»elfofthe habit of the pilgnms, or relaxing in the particular religious restraints by 
which she had bound herself for the sacred Msit. The prophet was himself attended, at the 
same time, by his daughter F&tima, all Ins wives the mothers of the laithful, and fourteen 
thousand persons from difterent parts of Arabia 

Ha\ang, by successive stages reached Zeitfty, the prophet, after the performance of morn- 
ing prayer at chat station, entered the city of Mekkah from the superior, or higher side of the 
town, proceeding immediately to the temple of the Kaaubah , where, having according to- 
immemorial usage, saluted with his lips the Hidjer ul-assuad, or black stone, in the corner 
of the sanctuary, he passed round the hallowed edifice, se\en difterent times , thnee, with 
quick and vigorous step , and the four last times with a deliberate and solemn pace , “ m 
“ order,” as Mr. Sale informs us, “that his followers might shqw themselves strong and 
“ active , to cut oft the hopes of the infidels, w’ho had given out that the immoderate heats 
of Medeinah had rendered them weak.” Dunng his performance of this paa of the cere? 

•rebrujry A, \ Aaiber a scarf -wrap jifd round thrlosrer part ofhisbodj. 



NOTE. 

mony, tlie proj^ljct is stated to have passed his cloak bolo^^• the rkhtarm, throwing it 
his left shoulder. 

The process cnr>;rJalion terminated, Mahommed turned tmvaids the little pavilion, or 
orator)', called the Mokaum, or station of Jhrauhim, or Abraham ; and having addressed a 
short ejaculation to the nTemor)’ of that \cncraled jiatiiarch, he entered the sanctuar)' of the 
Kaaubah; m the centre ot winch hcpcifonned two rckkauts of prayer in the first of 
winch, after repeating the Fafahah, oi preliminary chapter of the Koiih, he demanded 
aloud the attention of all infidels, and in the coiiisc of the second rekkaut, haMiig recited 
the Sfirut-ul-Ekhlauss, or chapter offidelitj, (the tuent) -third of the Konin peihaps) he 
again arose and approached the Hidjer-ul-assuad, and pressing his hps tothcracred mar- 
ble, quitted the sanctuary by the gale of Safa. 

Drawing near the lull of that name, in tlie neighbourhood of Mekkah, he repeated the 
expressions Avhich imported that Safe and Meruali, as monuments of divmejustice, were 
both appiopi lately marked to guide the solemnities of the pilgrimage , that he should there- 
fore begin wheie God hiinselt had set the example. On this he proceeded to male^ircco 
cKcriions, or courses betw'ccii Safa and Meruali, and having ascended the former hill, he 
directed his face towards the Keblah, and intend) fixing liis eyes on the sacred structure 
of the Kaaubah, ha repeated three times in a distinct and solemn tone, the fundamental test 
ofhis rehgion— -There is no God hut God, who is one only without partner, or associate — 
To him he all power and praise — He is e^er In mg, ever exempt from decay and death — 
Omnipotent over all things — There is no God but God, who is oiie^l) — Who never pro- 
mises what he does not fulfil — Who gives triumph to those who worship him, disnia) and 
destruction to those wdio have abandoned the belief of his eternal and undivided unity. 
He then proceeded totvards Mount Meruah, advancing witli an accelerated step, but hav- 
ing reached the middle of the intervening hollow, or valley, he resumed his slow and 
deliberate pace , according to Mr. Sale, sometimes looking back and sometimes stopping, 
like one who had lost something, to represent Hagar the mother of Issmauil, seeking water 
for her son. Aftei crossing the v’alley, he ascended Meruah, viliere he repeated all that he 
is just described to have performed on Safa. 

The procession, thus altcinately slow and hurried, being now closed, the prophet gave 
orders that all who had not provided themselves with beasts of sacrifice, should here divest 
themselves of the sacied habit, oi ehraum, and absolve themsehes from the interdictional 
obligation, until the rouz-e-tezweiah, or day of decoration, when they should resume the 
ehraum, all at the same time,-in the valley ofMeina That those who were possessed of 
beasts for sacrifice, should continue their habits , and in their vow of interdiction, or 
absunence, until the day of the Korbaun, or general sacrifice. At the same time, he pro- 
fessed lliat liad he been aware of what he now experienced, (vvhicli it-would be difficult to 
explain) he might have forborne to incumber himself with any kind of offering, relying oh 
the supplies to be procured at Mekkah , and in that case to hav'e put on the sacred habit, 
and to be absolved from the engagement of abstinence at the same time with his followers. 
Nevertheless, being, as he was, provided on this score, he could not become so absolved 
until he had oftered the aqcustonjed sacrifice. Fatmia, however, and such of the pro- > 



KOTEf 

*hct%>rnc 5 w wcrfi not pro>iaca xvUh thcrolTcrinp, M othcr< of the companion; ul.o 
tvcrc found to be in the same prcdicamcm, \icrc accordinpl) ab'ohcd from tl.cir ^nc- 

timoniil vow, and put o(l the habit. , , r -j- 1 , i i 

Having reposed himself from Sunday the fourth, to Tliiinthy the eighth of /ilhinljc. tJ,r 

Rour-o-tczwciah, or day of decoration, Mahomm«lprotcc<lcd, on the latter of thc^c dnj. 

at the head of his followers, to the a alley of Mcina. where, at the srtcsl periods, he per- 
fbmicd nicndian, afternoon, and Cl cning pnijer rc^I>eciiicly . and htre he passed the ni;ht. 
Next morning, being the ninth of/ilhudjc, hnung dopatchcil hi^ early orootis. hep-oreeded 
after sun nse^ towa^s Arafaut, where lie retinal into.a tent winch had been hy h o'do 
pitched in a pnivitc spot for hii oil n accommodation, TTicre he coniiniicd until ilic 'iin 
had passed the meridian . when mounting a die camel, with thciipi of her car> -ut. ore-op. 
pod, he dc>ccndcd to the Batniilwaudy, or hollow of the \ alley, prnnoancmr a' he went 
along a discourse of singular sublimity and eloquence; in which lie solemnly deebrctl the 
property ofhis followers, as well as their I'crsons trriprocally s'lnctl, and inviolable with ckic 
. another, in the same degree as they held the soUmmtic- in whuh they v ir, that d-y mum- 
alls engaged in the same vaerctl city . •* Know," '.aid he, “that 1 In* < l)'om,h. umh i foet 

“ the msututes, the usage., ol ignoraiKc and inltdclit\. 'Jin liiemcde thcnfo'c whnlt 
“ occurred amon" yon prcMou> to the introiluction ol the tint faitli, and of islnrh the 
‘’rclatiscs of the mjiirctl party, arc now in the pursuit of ntalntion, I al else 
*' from rcsengc, — and the blood tor which 1 shall (irvt prono'inei luy ab.4diiiio i, it tint of 
“ my cousin german, Uebbenh the s ,n ofHnrcth. In the same niani.rr, and wt*h the'amc 
“solemnity ha\c 1 abalidical the usunons pnclicC' of the pencil of n probation ; "nd the con- 
“ tracts of usury which I 'hall first proscrilx*, and annuli, are three c’ iny uncle Abhi 
“ the son of Abtliilinutulleb , iii onkr tint tlie practice of rcxe.ige for hlocxi, and the claiins 
“of u'un ina\ be lirat ab orated in tin own lamda. 

After ad\ citing to some regulation' on the treatment, the <eeliision of their women, and 
tn some other points in wlncli the gentler sex was coiiccnicil, Mahommnl t.b'^-Nnl to bis 
folio's ers, that, he left amone them a mcmonal to which, when he was gone, it thev »trad- 
ily adliered, they would nc\er be leal asiny 'Hiis was the Korin. II cnllnl nj'on tiicm 
how c\cr, to satisfy limi on one imjKirtani point. On the print and aw) iil da\ of uiine-tal 
judgment, when it should be dcmandeil in wliat manner Malioinmed had carnetl himscll 
among them , or how he liad aequined himself in the duties of his mission, whether as a 
proplict or legislator, he required to know in what tomis ilicy felt themscKcs 
disposed to answer, “On that awful day," they repiieal, “ uc shall liear witness 
“ that in die discharge of thy immortal tru't, in all that appertains to the adianct i ent ol 
“ the true faith, thou hast acquitted thy self with unhlcmishcd nmgnty , and tint m thy eiia- 
“ racter of a teacher and aduiomtor, Uiou hast not leli the slightest duty unperfonned " Ou 
hearing this, the prophet pointing his fmger nltcmate1> towards heat cn and eanli thnee 
audibly re^ieated, that God :r;/; Me icclarct,o-r • The call to p,a\ cr being then 

given, he performed the course for meridian senicc , and a second call follow i-ig at a short 
interval, he dispatched m conjunction .titli the former coune, the ritual for the aftcrnoo.t 

d I 



JAor uhlcb, remounting bis came], he returned to his station on >ktount Afafiiuf, znS- 
there directing htsejes towards the temple of Mckkah, he continued in prayer Ind’deep 
methration, until the Min w-a^set. While thu^ engaged, Abdullah Abba:, at a subsequent 
penod related, that he obsened Mahommed to lilt up his hands \Mth the palm inuard 
tou-ards his face, and protest that the most excellent form of prajer, or adoration, devised 
either bj himself, or the prophets vsho preceded him, was comprised in these few words. 
“ 1 here is no God but that God, who is one and without an associate, — is Omnipotent 
** over all existence — His alone la power ; to him alone be praise 

Among the learned it appears to be a matter of some dispute, whether, dunng bis pre-- 
sence-on Alount Arafaut on this occasion, Mahommed kept fast; and among xhose who 
are of a contrary belief, is adduced as a proof, an assertion of Omm-ul-Fuzzul^ the mother 
of tlie same Abdullah Abbas, who stateJ, that while the prophet continued there, she 
sent him a bowl of milk, of which he freely partook , and from which the people understood, 
that he- considered himself under no restraint of the nature alluded to. It was on the same- 
da} that that portion of the Koran, (in the hundred and tenth chapter perhaps — Ul-yuma 
akmauletu-la kumma-deinkema) winch was supposed to indicate the fulfilment of his days 
on earth, was revealed to the prophet 

Be tilts however as it may, after standing on Arafaut until the disk of the sun bad ennrely 
disappeared below the horizon, Mahommed again mounted his camel, Assaumab the sonnfi 
Zaid being seated behind him, and leading the slit or crop eared camel by the reins And 
in tins manner he moved in slow procession to Mozdalifah, an orator), according to Sale, 
betw6en Arafaut and Meina; where, to the same call, he performed in twoRekkauts, or in-, 
curvations, both die evening service, and that prescribed before bed time , and there passing 
the night, thus terminated the ninth of Zilhudje. 

On the morning of the tenth, before day light, having gone through bis derotions^m the 
dark, Mahommed proceeded to the Maausber-ul-haram, or sacred monument ; an eminence 
so called, on the further side of hlozdahfah ; and there turning his face towards the sanctu- 
ary of the Kaaubah, he stood, gIonf)ing, and attesting the power, and unassociated unity of 
the godhead, until the day had fully broke. He then hastened before the sun was up, from 
the iMaausher-ul-barain, follov% ed by the w hole of the Koraisb, who did not, how ever, take- 
tlieir departure before sun-nse. On this occasion his cousin Fuzzul the son of Abbas, aa 
engaging and beautiful boy, rode before the prophet ; wbo, as the child, kept perpetually 
ejeing ttic women who passed the procession, repeated!) drew his head aside,- to avert hm 
attention from objects foreign to the sacred ceremony in which he was engaged. On reach- 
ing Eaten Mohasser, the prophet accelerated the pace of his camel, and by the middle road 
which lerromates at the greater Jemret, (a stone perhaps, or some species of mark to regu'ate 
these processions byj and hastening by the Jemret-ul-akkebah, tothecenire ot the waudy, or 
valley of Meina , where he cast alternately seven stones, repeating aloud between every cast 
the Tekbeir, or attestation of God’s superior might, AUa-hu-akbar. According to the intel- 
ligent and indefatigable Sale, these stones were thrown “ at three marks or pillars, in imita- 
“ tvon of the patriarch. Abraham, who meeting the devil at that place, and being by him dis- 

turbed in his devotions, or tempted to disobedience, wrhen he was about to sacrifice h5 
f*son, WHS commandeS by God to dnve him away, by throwing stones at bi?f. 



, NOTE. 

t* Though others pretend that thisrite, or part of theceremony, is asold as Adam, ¥.'ho’putthc 
« ewl spirit to flight, on the same spot and by the same means.” In the mean time Mahom- 
med resumed his discourse of the day of Arafaut, rclamc to the respect in aahich his follow- 
ers were enjoined to hold the blood, the property, and the reputation of their brethren ; 
interspersing the discourse witli a variety of circumstances regarding the appearance of Dey- 
jaul, or Anu-christ, his form and attributes; and with a’numbcr of instructive observations 
on odier points of infenor importance. 

Having finished this discourse, Mahommed now proceeded to dispatch the concluding 
ceremony of the sacrifice The camels proA ided bj himself, and subsequently added by hi'i 
son in law Ally, Avho had joined him at Mekkah a few dajs befoie, amounted to one hun- 
dred. Of these, he cut witli his own hand tlie sacrificial artery of sixty three, that number 
corresponding with the^earsofhisownage. The remainder were consigned to thcknifeofAlly< 
The head of the prophet was then shaved, and his- hair devoutly distnbuted among his wives 
and compamoni). His followers also proceeded, some to shave their heads; while others 
plucked their hair by the root ; Mahommed, as at Hodeibiah, (a circumstance vVliich' the 
author of these pages is not able to explain) thnee invoked the mercy of heaven for the lat- 
ter, _and once for the former.- He lastly -directed, that a portion of the flesh of each of the 
camels composing his own offering, should be boiled logctlier in tlie same seething pot ; and 
a sacnflcial repast of meat and broth being thus prepared, he socially partook of it With Ally, 
and his children andfamiljx After which, at the prophet’s desire, Ally proceeded to make 
a general distnbutidn of the flesh, skins, housings and formiure, of the whole of the sacn- 
ficed camels, among tlie people at large. Being now finally absolved from the vows of pil- 
gnmage, Mahommed rode back to Mekkah, and,passing for tlie last time round the sanctuary . 
of the Kaaubah, he there offered up meridian prayers, after which, approaching the well of 
Zemzem, he called aloud to the sons of Abdulmfltulleb, to draw him some water ^^legingj 
that this was a service which he would himself have performed, were he not apprehensive 
that they might be pressed to death in the throng.. A bucket of water was accordingly 
brought him ; of which having drank, the whole ceremony of the pilgrimage appears ta have 
here terminated. 

This article has been translated from a rather defective manusenpt of the Rouzut- 
usssuffa, which would have been m many parts utterly unintelligible, but for the illustraw 
honadenved from the instructive preliminary discourse to Sale’s Korin. 



KAJEES AJfD SUCCESSION 


OFTHE 

ARABIAN MONTHS, 

DEFERRED TO IN THE COURSE OF THIS WORK. 


I. Mohurrim - - - - - 50 Days 

II. Suffer, or Safiar - - - - - 29 

in. Rebbeia, or Rabbeia-ul-awul, the former Rebbeia - 30 

IV. Rebbeia-ul-aukher, or Us-sani, the latter or second Ditto 29 

V. Jummaudy-ul-awul, theyomcr Jummaudy - - 30 

VI. Jummaudy-ul-aukher, or Us-sani, the latter or 2nd Ditto 29 


Vn. Rudjub or Rajeb - 

- 


SO 

Till. Shabaun - - 

- 

- 

29 

IX. Ramzaun - - - 


- 

30 

X. Shavaul * . - 

m 

- 

29 

XL Zilkaud, or Zilkaudah 

- 

- 

30 

XU. Zilhudje 


A 

29 


3d4- Days 
a Lunar Year. 

Thirty-one Solar years being thus equal to thirtj^-two Lunar years and 
thirteen days. 

The aera of the Hidjerah, or flight of Mahommed from Mekkah, estab- 
lished by the Khahf Omar seventeen years after that event, and six after 
the death of the prophet, is determined to have commenced on the fifteenth 
•fjuly, A. D. 622. 



LIST OF ERRATA. 


Sale- J I'me-U' from the lop, tkiJ im* n commo before and rftcr !eh',trf. 

^ t-l-kn itrvraiflr'rK /r/Z UnDrSlQBU* 


61, 

66^ 

69. - 

70, > 

1=03,. 

1T)4,, 

106, 

133, 

137, 


151r 

156, 

lb5, 

187, 

534, 

261, 

272, 

3 00 

522, 

367,. 

S95, 

401, 

444, 

445, 

463, 

465,. 

475, 

485,, 

466, 

515,, 

51 6r 

■519, 

^9, 

550,. 

567, 

576',. 

>599,. 

€05, 


l4from the top,/t>» upraidcd, riad upbraided. 

7 from the bottom, Jor stung, nad sitting 
16 from the bottom, in this, read on this. 

4 from the bottom, dele wid ^ ^ 

in the margin, for A. H XIV. rxnd A. H. . 

and /or A.D 635. read A D 636. 
in the margin, for A. D 637 read A D 636. 

1 1 from the bottom, for irescpa's, read trel.pa^s. 

8 from die top, /or on, read one. .it. 

Afiom 'he top, conlcmporaru mth Je'ipuri:. This is an oversight on the parC" 
of the translator. Jeasvetz was not born until the 64th Lunar rear after 
the death of Melek Shah. 1 he contemporary of Jeugucs, on the con- 
trary, rvas Jullaul-ud-dein, theklihrezmian 
8-froni the top, fir Abdullah Omar, read Obaidullah Oincr—and the sanuj. 

wherever this name occurs m the .story. 

18 from the topj fur western, read norihern. 

lu thesecond marginal relerence, /or A. H. XXXI. read A. H. XXXIL- 

IS from the top./or tne, read die 

17 from the top, for peison Ally, read person of Ally. 

14 from the bottom, dele the second Me. 

13 from the top, substitute a comma for thepmed after proTisfoR. 

2 from tbe top,/)r these, rtod tliose, 

15 Irom the bottom, deie the second tAe, 

8 trom tlie top, fior Mdehcit, read videlicet, 
lairom the bottom, dele the///// pow/ alter 
b from the top, dele and before addressed 

15 from the top,/r embracing, mid embraced. 

ditto, dele vrtjat the end of the line. 

10 from the bottom, /er prefenng, read preferring, 

1 5from the top./oriurrher, read turthcr. 

4 trom the top, for Abdulzcbaub, read Abalzebaub. 

6 from the top, dele io at the beginning ot the hne. 

16 from the bottom, //r resume, readresxixneA. 
tlie bottom Iine,/)r antieipate, rrji/ anticipate* 

17 trom the top,ypr shopld, rend should. 

14 Irom the bottom, /or oot, read foot. 

4. trom the bottom,/ir he, reoc' be. 

3 from the top, read a full point after cvtmfry. 

3 from the bottom, at theend of the ljne,/>r cutting, reed ent; 
the bottom line, /or empite, rearf empire 
3 from tbe top, insert a comma alter afizat^ 

19 from ditto, fir emy loyed, read employed, 

8 from the top, fir tutnre, rctrdiuture, 
la the note,/or ibidttn,.reat/ ibidem. 
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